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Occupation causes crisis in Executive

AULSEBROOK

TO RESIGN?

University President, Steve Aulsebrook, and General Secretary
Ray Cohen, have said that they intend to resign, should this
Thursday’s Special General Meeting support the motion to

continue the indefinate

occuption of

the Physics

Administration Building, Telephone Exchange, and Post Room,

which began after the O. G. M.
Many  supporters of  the
occupation feel disillusioned with
the lack of support and
commitment from the Union.

They say that although some
effort was made during last week’s
‘Week of Action’, Union action had
mostly been misdirected, and the
Union Executive had failed to act
upon the mandate it received at the
previous O. G. M., giving the go-
ahead for a twenty four hour token
occuption.

Members of Union Executive
said that they were divided amongst
themselves on the subject of the
occuption. They had decided to
take no radical action until after
the matter had been discussed with
the University Vice-Chancellor,
Lord Boyle, at a meeting of the
General Purposes Committee, on
November 23rd.

The executive feel that resorting
to occupation before discussions
have taken place is jeopardising
chances of agreement between the
University and the Union, and will
completely destroy the goodwill
and co-operation that have been
built up between them.

At "the O. G. M., which
culminated in an overwhelming
vote in favour of immediate

occupation, one of the speakers
against the motion to begin
occupation was ex—Union
President, Charlie Brobby, himself
an overseas student. He said, “The

Stop Press

THURSDAY 1.45 p.m.

The Special General
Meeting, attended by 2,000
people, voted overwhelmingly

to end the occupation.
A motion proposed by the
Union Executive, to cease the

action, but to continue the
campaign, was passed by a large
majority.

In opposition to the motion,
Paul Hodgkinson said, “Once we
lose on overseas students, it is the
first step down the slippery road.”

However, the meeting sided with
Union Welfare Officer Chris
Shenton, who said ‘‘Occupation
does not help the campaign. We
shall succeed in our campaign to
abolish racist fees.”

by Sheena Hastings

University is trying as hard as we
are to fight the education cuts and
discriminatory fee demands. Lord
Boyle cannot “Magic up” a million
pounds, and occupation action
would simply antagonise the very
people we want to help us.

The speakers for the motion
argued that the University as a
whole should support the few who
are being discriminated against. In
his speech, John Wetherby said
that radical measures were needed,
as those students who have not paid
their fees have only a few weeks
left before their visgs expire.

The occupation was set up a few
minutes after the OGM ended, with
over a hundred students taking over
a large section of level 11 in the
Administration block, as well as
the telephone exchange and the
post room. The Wages Office and
other vital areas have not been
occupied because the occupiers
claim that they do not want to
disrupt  the  University  life
completely.

Organisation.

An Action committee has been
elected, with two Executive
members, five overseas students and
three others, to deal with
organisation and publicity.

Various rooms have been set
aside for sleeping, studying,
meetings and so on, and the
occupiers are determined to cause
no damage.

The occupiers have talked of
setting a time limit on the action,
but this has been attacked as
“watering down” the effect.
Despite the division, the occupiers
said that they would present a
united front at the SGM on
Thursday, where Mr. Aulsebrook
and Mr. Cohen have said that they
regard the vote as tantamount to
one of confidence in their abilities.

The University’s reaction to the
action is not yet clear, but the Pro-
Vice Chancellor, Professor Barrett,
who has accompanied students on
marches against the cuts, said,

“I am infinitely disheartened by
the news of the occupation. There
is nothing we can do to stop the
action, but it makes the job of
those who are trying to help in a
sensible practical way almost
impossible”.

The deserted University Telephone Exchange.

Poly occupation

h ®
The  President of the
Polytechnic, Student’s Union
Stevan Mrvos, believes that the
occupation of the Admini-
stration  Department  has
achieved its main objective.
Students have been in
occupation since Thursday.

The aim of the action was to
“highlight” the Union’s djsgust at
the effects of the Education cuts,
and more specifically the increase
in the fees for Cverseas students
from £2,000 to £5 200 per year”.

Mr. Mrvos claimed that the
occupation has also ‘demonstrated
the ability of students to impede
Polytechnic matters™.

The students decided to take
over the Administration offices last
Thursday, because they are the
focal point of the Polytechnic.
Relationships with organisations
within the Polytechnic have not
suffered, and Mr. Mrvos claimed
that he meets daily with Trade
Unions, and that the contact is
“excellent”,

The major concern is for the
transmission of information, and
this is maintained by regular con-
ferences between Trade Unions,
the Union Executive, Overseas
students, and the Polytechnic. Mr.

sitsaim

Mrvos admitted, however that
chains of communication can be
more easily maintained by a well

organised campaign, and there
are plans to establish a Press
Committee.

Although the National

Association of Teachers of Further
and Higher Education, one of the
main Unions affected, cannot
actively support the occupation,
the City Site branch of the Union
has recognised that it is a “serious
part of the campaign against the
cuts in education”.

Mr. Mrvos says that the next
phase of the campaign should be,
“to take and expand the effects of
awareness of cuts to the
community, to the men and women
who voted for the Government in
the ‘belief that these cuts would
not destroy the health, housing and
education systems. This
government is hell bent on de-
stroying the best education system
in the world”.

® A 24 hour occupation took
place at Trinity and All Saints
College in Horsforth, which set out
to achieve publicity about the
effects that the cuts will have.

According to the President of
the Union, Neil Jaques, this was
achieved by mentions in the local
press and radio.

Reprieve
may be

possible

There is now some chance that
St. Mark’s Detoxification may

not be forced to close down.

The centre faced closure because
the Department of Health and
Social Security aimed to save
£168,000 a year by shutting it.

Now the Area Health Authority
has decided to reconsider its plan
to refuse a request for £30,000 to
keep the centre open.

The rest of the money will have
to be raised locally. The City
Council and Probation service have
already agreed to provide some of
this.

The centre provides a place for
men, many of whom are alcoholics,
can stay “dry” and sort out
problems, and is valuable in helping
to keep alcoholics out of prison.

Mr. Bill Kilgallon, director of the
Unit, said that the cost of “drying
out” a drunk was about £165,
compared with up to £240 for
convicting and imprisoning one.
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Getagrip

The University Union Executive really only have themselves
to blame for losing control of the occupation.

They did, after all, propose the use of such action to an OGM
recently. However, from that point onwards, and most notice-
ably during the week of action, their efforts through clandestine,
impromptu Executive meetings, to postpone, and even, perhaps,
cancel, the event have been transparent.

The occupation is now in the hands of people who are at
least openly committed to the idea.

This does not mean that the notion of in indefinite occupa-
tion should be automatically welcomed as the best course of
action.

The public response to the action will be predictably hostile,
for an occupation does nothing to dispel the myth that students
behave like spoiled children, when they can’t have their own
way..

The media, if they don’t simply ignore the whole issue, will
reflect this view.

The University Union Executive were, in a sense, not far
from providing one of the better student campaigns.

The idea that a unity of opposition should be offered by the
Union, the University and the Trade Unions is one that, if
adopted fully, would have given a greater force to the campaign.
As it is, the chance of full co-operation has been lost, at least
for the moment.

These two arguments alone must put in doubt any hope of a
permanently successful end to the campaign.

In addition, though, through apparent mismanagement, the
campaign has appeared simply as a mass of disjointed events.

There has been a disturbing lack of communication between
the University Union and LANUS over what should have been
the major campaign of the decade. It appears to have turned out
in an unsatisfactory way for ail parties concerned.

Y,
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Anarchists
brought

to
tribunal

The General Secretary of

the University Union, Ray
Cohen, is to put members of
the “Black and Red” Society
to the Union Disciplinary

Tribunal, after the printing

and publication of a bogus
edition of “Feedback™, the
LUU information sheet.

One thousand fake copies were
printed by Leeds Community Press
on October 26th, and six or seven
hundred were distributed on
Thursday, November 1st; Mr.
Cohen was able to confiscate the
rest. He said,

“My main object is that the
‘Black and Red’ society state on the
sheet that I printed and published
it. They also used exactly the same
format as the real ‘Feedback’ with-
out giving any indication at all that
it was anything other than a Union
publication. There are also a couple

of other things which could be
legally actionable but which we
have decided to ignore for the

present’”’
The three main charges 1
at the ‘anarchist’
® (irculating an anonymous leaflef
in the Union
® Producing literature pertaining
to be “Feedback’
represent Union policy
® Conduct
able enjoyment
by other members.
Mr. Cohen said,
“I think
hearted joke, but

group are

which does not
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wrong it should not have been
published as a bona fide ‘Feedback’
As it came out on the day of ‘Feed-
back’ proper, and a special ‘Feed-

back’ edition about the Overseas
Students issue, it cawse considerable
confusion. The leaflet was also
tasteless and offensive in .

A spokesman for the “Black and
Red” society said

“Its the most exciting
that’s ever happened to the group.”

"y 1 ’
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Nick’sMoscow job

The principal lecturer at
Carnegie School of Physical
Education, Dr Nick Whitehead,
has been appointed manager
of the British Athletics team
competing at the Moscow
Olympics next year. |

He was an international sprinter,
and won a bronze medal at the
1960 Olympics in Rome. He has
managed the National Athletics
team for the last two years.

As manager in Moscow, he will
be responsible for the physical and
mental welfare of the team. He sees
the main problem being one of
boredom due to the lack of enter-
tainment facilities provided by the
Russians

To counter this,
Athletics Board is

the British
proposing 10

delay the arrival ‘of competitors to
Moscow for as long as possible
until a few days before their event:
are due to start.

Dr. Whitehead will also have to
double up as a diplomat, as he ha
to arrange the accommodation of
some eighty highly-strung athletes
and trying to eliminate personality
clashes. ‘

In an interview with the“York
shire Post”, Dr. Whitehead made i
clear that he sees his role as bein:
primarily that of a motivator

“its too late for coaching, onc
you are there is a matter of getting
them to their peak at the righ
time”.

He has high hopes that the team
will do better than the one bronz
medal gained by Brendan Foster at
the last Olympics.

Charity pushers

The

immortal

H 3
IOOKIng b
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even stranger

of eleven rather funny looking ‘women’ pushing
abies’ in battered prams around the University

Union building at a fair rate of knots last Thursday, provided quite a few
laughs and hopefully raised £200 for the Third World. The winner of the
Pram Race organised by the Catholic Chaplaincy, sped around the course
in seven and a half minutes. Ten per cent of the money raised will go

toward Cambodia.

aam - S

Several members of the staff at
the Polytechnic Union walked out
on Monday, due to the cold, when
the heating broke down. Union
President Steven Mrvos was not
happy with the action, calling it
“an example of Trade Unionism
used in an improper manner,
namely self interest and not the
common good”. Letters of thanks
are to be sent to those members of
staff who were not adverse to work-
ing in the conditions.

The return of the Times news.
paper on Tuesday moming was
greeted with a rush. The University
Union Shop, with 300 copies, a
considerable reduction in the usual
number, had sold out by ten past

nine in the morning.

In Brief

Rag are to run light night buses
to get students home on the night
of their pyjama party at Tiffany’s
during Rag week. Tickets will cost
30p, and there will be a number of
mini-buses available. The attempt
by Poly students to ‘drink the
Coburg dry’ in aid of Rag, last
Friday, failed by a long way. The
Landlord had laid in a week and a
half’s stock, about 20 barrels. and
though the pub was full, only about
a quarter of this was drunk. Even
so, sources indicate that between
trying to match this at the Faver-
sham Hotel next Wednesday.

one and two hundred pounds was
raised. University students will be

The subject of the University
Union Fine Wine Appreciation
Society was laid to rest at Monday's
Union Council Meeting, when it
was announced that all the money
owed to the Union had now been
repaid.

Prompt secruity action ended an
outbreak of violence at the Poly-
technic disco last Saturday night.
Witnesses claimed between 30 to 40
‘rockers’ attacked and knocked
unconscious about five ‘mods’.
There were no reports of any
serious injuries.

Wednesday 21st Nov.

Wednesday 28th Nov.

L

LEEDS UNIVENTS PRESENTS

Lindisfarne tickets now on sale

Tickets available from Travel Bureau, Porters, Door

John Martyn £1.75

Gang of Four £1.50

J

LITTLE

BO
BiTCH

appearing at
LEEDS POLYTECHNIC

Tuesday 20th November
Tickets — £1.00
from:— information point,

on the door
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Chaos Ruins Trip To
[ _.ondon

Forty overseas students and

University Union Publicity

Secr'et.ary. Da.ve Scott found themselves rather surprisingly
participating in a meeting to “Save Fulham Baths!” during last

Wednesday’s trip to London

Students campaign.

The incident highlighted the
confusion and general ill-manage-
ment which marred the whole day.
Chris Shenton, University Union
Welfare Secretary described it as
“close to a disaster”, Responsibility
for the chaos has been attributed to
both the L. U. U. executive and
N.U. S.

Executive members are taking
part of the blame, Steve
Aulsebrook the Presidnet said. “if
we did it again there are things we
would do differently, we are not
afraid to admit that. There were no
Stewards on some of the coaches
for one thing”. When the 400
Leeds students arrived in London
very few of them seemed sure of
what was due to happen. Mr.
Aulsebrook placed responsibility
for the disorganization firmly on
the Shoulders of the N. U. S.
“They totally underestimated the
numbers going down” he said.

Apart from the Leeds contingent
there were groups from Aston,
Kent, Bradford, Hull and Cardiff
among others. N. U. S. hastily
organized a meeting at University
College which Mr. Aulsebrook
said merely “Preached to the con-
verted”” There was then an
impromptu picket  of  the
Department of Education and
Science. Some students did manage

the highlight of the Overseas

by Mike Hatcliffe

to reach Westminster to lobby
their M. P.’s.

The day ended on an even more
bizarre note when over twenty
students were left behind in
London.

Some of the coaches changed
their picking-up points and others
failed to wait for people still in
meetings with M. P.’s. The stranded
students, who included many
members of Exec., travelled home
by train. Union Council voted last
Monday to reimburse their fares
from Union funds.

Students were also stranded at
Leicester Forest Service Area on
the MI1. As a result of this the
coach firm has informed the Union
that a driver had been dismissed.

Mr. Aulsebrook is to send the
N. U. S, a letter complaining about
the lack of organization. He also
mentioned that Exec. were
generally examining what benefits
the Union receive fromthe £40 000
annual contribution to N. U. S
However he refused to say whether
he is going to propose disaffiliation
from the National Union.

... the bright side

Despite all the criticism and the widespread arguments about
the week of action, University Union President Sieve
Aulsebrook claimed that the week had ‘“‘gone very well”. He

added,

“The exhibition was a great success. We had a very good response
from students, staff and the public. This is not the end of the campaign on
campus. Lord Boyle is due to speak on Friday and the week after. Rhodes
Boyson is coming, and a delegation from the Union will be meeting him.

“On Wednesday, we made some

useful contacts with MP’s, mostly

Labour and Liberal, though we have the names of some ndtable dissenters
on the Conservative benches, and we are going to work on them””.

Yorks NUS link

Secretary has given a cautious
welcome to the idea. *“It’$ too early
to say how the colleges in Leeds
Area will react to the prospect”™ he
said.

Bradford and Kirklees Area N. U. S.
are hoping to join forces with Leeds
Area N. U. S. The colleges in the
area are unhappy about the local
organization as it is under financed.
General Secretary, Jim Harrison
Vice-President of Huddersfield
Polytechnic Union said;
BAKANUS has been hamstrung
because the college unions have
only contributed 30% of the quota
of the capitation fee for the area
organisation  As it stands now we
can not tund campaigns or even
co-operate fully with central
N.U.S”.

BAKANUS are to decide
formally whether to appraoch
Leeds Area in a meeting next week.
John Peel, Leeds Area General

Picketing the Department of Education and Science in London.
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Cambodia Fast

There ‘is to be a nationwide
sponsored fast tomorrow. Saturday
November 17, in aid of the
Cambodia Relief Fund. Forms are
available from the University Union
Executive Office. The maximum
duration of the fast is fifteen hours.

A week of action has been
provisionally planned for December
2-8th, which will include a march
through Leeds.

LANUS slam Univ

future, on all issues including the
campaign against education cuts.
Aulsebrook said that he
would wait to see the letter before
considering a reply. However, he
stressed that he had not known of
the LANUS petition until after the
organisation of the University’s
which was intended to be
presented to Dr. Rhodes Boyson =~
on his visit to Leeds next week-
end. The LANUS petition will not
be presented until after Christmas.

Less than 500 people attended
a march through the centre of
Leeds on Saturday, protesting
against the Fee increases for
Overseas students. Leeds Area
NUS claim that University
Union President Steve
Aulsebrook  promised an
attendance of 2,000.

Mr. Aulsebrook attributed the
low turnout to the disillusionment
of students after the badly or-
ganised trip to London. A number
of students from Bradford were
expected to turn up,but only a few
came; Bradford Union officials also
blamed the Wednesday fiasco.

At a LANUS executive meeting
on Monday, members criticised the
University Union for a lack of
co-operation in the organisation of
the week of action.

Blameworthy
The President of Thomas Danby
College Union, Mick Cotton said,

“University students are
unaware that students in FE
Colleges participating in
occupations are risking their edu-
cational careers. Some are on dis-
cretionary awards, and if the
authorities take a dislike to them,
they’re finished. This makes the in-
activity and lack of co-operation
of LUU last week all the more
blameworthy’.

The LANUS General Secretary,
also blamed the University Union
for bringing out what he claims was
a petition in competition with one
brought out by LANUS itself. John

by the News Staff.

Peel also criticised the University
petition for only referring to the
problems facing Overseas students,
and not to the broader implications
of Government spending cuts.
LANUS are to send a letter to
the University Union Executive.
asking for firmer co-operation in

-

Marchers in Leeds on Saturday.

LEEDS STUDENT

regrets that owing to structural redecoration work due to be
carried out at our office at 155, Woodhouse Lane, we have had,
during the course of this week, to vacate the office. This has
caused production difficulties resulting in a reduction in the size
of the paper. Normal service will be resumed as soon as possible.

Kitson College Students
Union

CHRISTMAS DISCO
Tuesday 4th December 1979.
TIFFANY’S BALI-HAI.
Bar, Raffle, Prizes

8pm - 1 am. — Tickets 30p.
from Union Executive.

OVERSEAS STUDENTS T

ATLANTIS

FOR PACKING AND/OR SHIPPING OF YOUR EFFEC¥S
10% Discount for Students

39 OTLEY ROAD, LEEDS 6
Telephone: 789191

STUDENT DISCOUNT CENTRE

LEEDS UNIVERSITY UNION

Thuredays and Fridays 10-5
* Levis, Lee and Wrangler Jeans £11.50
* Check shirts £2.99
* Range of seconds jeans £199-£5.00
* Shetland Wool Jumpers £4.99
* Track Suits £9.99

e ——
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The American Blues Legends in the Riley Smith Hall

American Blues Legend
Riley Smith Hall
Monday 5th November

On this night, the Riley Smith
Hall witnessed an
concert of Blues music
Unnaccountably, most of the artists
in the “American Blues Legend”
most of them legends in their own
right — have been reluctant to tour
overseas until now, ‘but judging by
their performance, we’ll be hearing
a lot more of them. From the very
beginning the atmosphere was
electric: within seconds feet were
tapping and bodies swaying

The band comprises Eddie C.
Campbell dubbed ‘Mr. Blues’
on Chicago’s West side — vocals and
guitar; Lester Davenport ex Bo
Diddley vocals, drums,

uproarous

at its best

Jazz

Paul Lacey Band
Doubles Bar
Friday 9th November

This was the first event of the
newly formed University Union
Jazz Club calender, and it’s success
fully demonstrated the strong
following jazz still has amongst
students.

A capacity crowd was treated
to three hours of fast, exciting jazz.
The group, which originates from
Leeds Coilege of Music, has been
together for only seven months,
although Paul Lacey (trumpet) and
Allan Barnes (saxaphones and
clarinet) have been gigging together
for two years. The interplay
between these two provided a very
strong front line, more than ably
assisted by drummer Trevor

Massey, bassist Peter Harryman and
guitarist Mark Creswell.
The band played in a variety of

Blues surpriser; a slick concert with a rapturous crowd, in the

worst possible surroundings.

harmonica, guitar and bass: Chico

Chism probably THE Number

one Blues drummer; ‘Good Rockin’
1

Charles’ vocals and harmonica:

and Billy the Kid Emerson, nick-
named ‘The sharpest ' dude on
Madison’ also vocals and harmonica
They all took turns to demonstrate
their considerable skills.
T'hroughout the concert the set
was very very tight, the sound
liquid and the music relatively
varied ranging from rock n’ roll
numbers like ‘Johnny B. Good’ to
typical good time blues like ‘I got a
big fat woman, four hundred and
eighty pounds’ and ‘Every day | get
the blues’. The audience were rap-
turous, demanding encore after
encore after every member of the
band had proved himself an expert

jazz styles, ranging from standards
such as “Misty”’, through fast trad
numbers such as “Buddy’s Habit”
(with Allan Barnes playing clarinet
at breakneck speed); and bossa
nova numbers like Carlos Jobim’s
“Meditation”’, to a slow blues
number, with a guest appearance
by Peter Galpin on guitar.

The highpoint of the evening
was the ballad “The Nearness of
You” which showed that the band
are as comfortable playing slow,
sensitive numbers as they are when
racing through them at high speed.
Allan Barnes’ sax playing was the
nearest thing to perfection I have
heard in a long time.

The band finished with the extra
fast number ““‘Lester Leaps In”’ and
a well deserved, untitled encore,
which sent the audience home more
than satisfied with an evening of
fine jazz.

The Paul Lacey Band will be re-
appearing in the Doubles Bar on
Friday 24th November and the
14th December. Don’t miss them!.

Don Anderson

in his own field.

Not only were the ‘American
Blues Legend’ a pleasure to listen
to, but also they were a delight to
watch: Eddie Campbell played the
guitar with his feet and chin; Billy
Keith Emerson, in typical fashion,
hobbled on stage with a walking
stick dressed in a red and white
checked suit, proclaiming “I didn’t
use to talk that this, but my wife
put something in my soup” and
towards the end they mixed with
the audience. In short it was an
action-packed, thoroughly enjoy
able concert, played by a rare group
of perfectionists. At the end, Billy
the Kid Emerson shouted ‘I hope
you all had a good time!’

You bet we did!!

Hilary Bleiker

Steve Hillage
Refectory
Saturday 10th November

Those of us who were lucky
enough to be there on Saturday
should count ourselves privileged
amongst the ranks of music lovers.
How many of us can boast the
spectacle of seeing a living legend
fade before their very eyes into
nothingness. Fortunately, it was
not a painful demise. The only
sufferers were those who had
choked on their afghan coats before
they reached the hall.

The entertainment began inaus-
piciously with an American band
who plugged along in a convenient
rut. They were blatant, played
heavy metal and were refreshingly
atrocious-easily the worst band to
hit the refectory this year. The
guitarist fronting the outfit stepped
down from the stage to shake hands
with some of the punters, but judg-
ing from the response he might
have been trying to transmit a new
strain of the smallpox virus among
the unsuspecting mob. Some flail-
ing macho gestures later they were
gone.

The atmosphere in the refec was
heady, for those who could afford
it, cosmic awareness was on tap.
The scene was bizarre, there were
people with long hair and embroid-
ered silk scarves, some were even
draped with tinsel and daubed with
woad. It was a cruel stroke of irony
that when Steve Hillage did come
on stage he was sporting an almost
unrecognisably short hair cut and
there wasn’t a ‘pot-headed pixie’ in
sight.

The musical content was largely
dictated by the psychedelic genre,
that we’d all come to expect from
Hillage, and tended to be somewhat
monotonous and predictable. Every
song seemed built around a frame-
work of harmonics and chromatic
scales, which shunned any suspicion
of a distinct melody. His guitar
sounded a lot like a keyboard as his
massive array of foot pedals kept at
least his foot moving. The grand
range of electronic equipment on
display was impressive, but seemed

LEEDS STUDENT — 16th November 1979

“Pictures”  Steve Seunders

Hague Philharmonic Orchestra
Leeds Town Hall
Saturday 10th November

Visits to Leeds by international
orchestras are far from rare, but a
75th anniversary tour by this well-
established orchestra is not to be
scoffed at. It was therefore a pity
that although this concert was
pleasant enough, the music was not
as dynamically arresting as one
might have hoped

The programme was well-
balanced, beginning with a highly
polished and easy-flowing rendering
of Beethoven’s Egmont Overture.
This showed the orchestra at its
pest, in a piece that was obviously

well-rehearsed and to which Ferdin
and Leitner’s controlled conducting
was well suited. As a contrast.it was
followed by Fodor’s Fourth
Symphony, a well composed and
wide-ranging work, with which the
orchestra seemed less than sure of
itself

T'his lack of confidence was only
partially forgotten in Richard
Strauss’s Horn Concerto No.]
Again, Vicente Zanzo performed
ably and with expressive interpreta
tion; but he was unable to convey
any real conviction,

In Brahms’s First Symphony
performed after the interval, a real

magic almost emerged during two
perfectly-timed pizzicato passages
in the first movement, but lapsed
again, so that his piece reflected the
flawed atmosphere of the concert
as a whole

Juliet Prager

STEVE HILLAGE

an old guitarist fades away

PSYCHEDELIC FURS venture North to play the Fan Club

unnecessarily indulgent. It was like
the band itself —overloaded the
contribution of the girl on key
boards could easily have been
included in a few more foot pedals,
and it would have been more
courageously commendable of
Hillage to go it alone on guitar. At
it’s best, the music was atmospheric
and evocative, but [ kept wishing
for a slide show or some other
stimuli to complement it. The old
favourites compelled some interest.
“Hurdy Gurdy Man” especially and
although the cosmic ambience of
1970 predominated, there were
attempts to introduce an up-to-date
sound. The rhythm section of bass
and drums deviated from it’s norm
to provide a decidedly funky back-
ground for a few songs. One of
which Steve Hillage introduced as a
21st Century Country and Eastern
Ho-down” for some reason: on
another the excitement got the
better of the bassist, who broke a
string. We were treated to some
mellotronic waffle, while they got a
new guitar out of the back of the
lorry. One of the best songs of the
evening came early in the set, and
in spite of being intended as a
parody of the archetypal punk song,
the audience reaction only servied
to show that a panegyric would
havg been more to the point than a
parody. The performance worked
to a pitch at the final song, while
the encore ““‘Salmon Song” subse-
quently fell a bit flat.

Everyone walked out with smiles
of various descriptions on their
faces, but there was a great deal
missing. For anyone who didn’t
enter a Steve Hillage disciple, there
was little chance of a miraculous
conversion. The whole thing lacked
excitement; the band played and
the audience adulated indiscrimin-
ately. Despite repeated sallies forth
with tamborine in hand and encour-
agements to clap in time the band
barely existed on stage - a red
vinyl 12” single would have had
more charisma. The stage was =
vacuum, a place where old guitarists
wouldn’t die, but just fade away.

Constance McKenzie

The Psychadelic Furs

Fan Club
Thursday 8th November
The ’sychadelic Furs “the

hottest band on the London scene

so the media tells us. Does this
mean we should all get out our
prayer mats and hipometers and
point them in the direction of the
London scene? Well no, but a visit
to the fan club last Thursday would
have been a good idea.

The visit would have been well
worthwhile; the Furs treated the
crowd of just under 200 to a com-
pulsive set of sparse and throbbing
psycho-dance music...a Cross
between Bowie and PIL. The result
is undeniably attractive.

The six-piece band claim to be
“more influenced by early Pink
Floyd than the Sex Pistok”, yet on
stage the wailing saxaphone of
Duncan Kilburn, coupled with a
sparse wall of guitar sound, an
incessant drum beat, booming bass
and anxious vocals shows them to
be more contemporary then either.

Each song attempted to put over
an emotion rather than a message,
songs such as “Flowers”, “Pulse”,
and “Sister Europe” all embodied a
dominance of music over words.
Indeed as vocalist Butler Rep says,
his voice is merely the sixth instru-
ment in the band. It is an instru-
ment he uses well. However,
although all the songs were well
played and enjoyable, none had
that all important ‘“hook” that
separates the great from the good.
Further the music tended to
dominate to the detriment of all
else. The band had little stage pres-
ence and no focal point, and they
keep talk and movement to a mini-
mum. The result was a good but
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