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Tetley Bittermen.
Join em.

About ten thousand
chanting students from
all over Britain marched
through the heart of
London last Friday in
protest at the govern-
ment’s education policy.

With a heavy police es-
cort, the mile long column

brought traffic to a stand-
still as it passed across

Waterloo Bridge, and wen-
ded its way towards Hyde
Park past the Centre Point

The Leeds University contingent on the march

QUIET LONDON MARCH
ATTRACTS 10,000

office block and down Ox-
ford Street.

At the rally afterwards,
NUS President John Ran-
dall said that the turnout
and the other events of the
Week were evidence of the
deep concern among students
about the government’s cuts
in educational spending:

“We have this week
shown the government that
they cannot ignore our de-
mands for a fair deal for
every  student in  this
country”, he said.

See pages 4 and 5

Knife threat

A member of the University
Union’s  Executive was
threatened with a knife
when he asked a man sus-
pected of possessing drugs
to leave the Union building
on Wednesday.

The incident happened when
Dave King, who has held
the post of House Secretary
since the beginning of term,
noticed a man behaving

Warning over future of educa'l'ion

suspiciously in the Tartan
Bar. When he asked the

man to Jleave he was
threatened with a sheath
knife.

The man, who is not believed
to be a student, left the
building without further
argument.

Poly rent strikers win
important concessions

Girls on rent strike at the Polytechnic’s halls of
residence have won the first round in their campaign
to keep rents down to an acceptable level.

On Monday, at an open
meeting attended by 40 of
the girls, the Polytechnic
Finance Committee agreed to
recommend to the local autho-

rity that rents should be
frozen to: ‘“the pre 1975
level.”

by Nick Kehoe

Whistle blown
on sports

club

The season has finished earlier
than usual for the Univer-
sity Union soccer club.

The team has been banned
from playing any more
games this session following
reports of their unruly be-
haviour after an away
match with Hull University
recently.

The players allegedly ran riot
in the Hull union after the
match, smashing beer glas
ses and damaging cars par-
ked outside. One of the
Hull men is taking legal ac-
tion against a member of the
Leeds team after sustaining
a broken jaw during the
game.

Leeds President Neil Taggart
said that the way certain
members of the football club
had acted was *
and indefensible.”

This would mean that the
339, increase imposed at the
beginning of term would be
abolished and rents would re-
turn to last year’s rate of
£7.50 per week.

Tony Hamblin, Assistant
Director of the Polytechnic
and member of the Finance
Committee said they sympa-
thised with the difficulty the
girls face in paying the in-
creased rents:

“By going on rent strike
and turmning up to picket
meetings the girls have shown
they obviously feel very
strongly about the increases
and I feel their request to
freeze rents is a fair one,”
he said.

The Finance Committee’s
decision has been welcomed
by the members of the union
Executive.  President Ian
Steele said he was pleased
they were showing an aware-
ness of the difficult financial
stiuation that students were
in but emphasised that there
was still a long way to go
before rents would be frozen.

The members of the Fi-
nance Committee and Board
of Governors must now back
up their words with action
and persuade the local autho-
rity to take the right course,”
he said.

Councillor Doreen Hamil-
ton, chairman of the Educa-
tion Committee, declined to
comment on the situation but
had indicated earlier in the
week that the local authority
would be prepared to follow
any recommendation made by
the Polytechnic Finance Com-
mittee.

MORE GUTS

FORECAST

A warning that the next round of University
cutbacks may be very much worse has come
this week from Professor ). Wilson, Chairman
of the special committee on economies.

Speaking in the wake of proposals to cut back on
vacation grant expenditure, Professor Wilson warned
that there is the prospect of further and more serious

cuts unless the govern-
ment comes to the Uni-
versity’s rescue.

“Contingency plans for
these further cuts are natu-
rally being looked at,” he
said.

Professor Wilson went on
to criticise government policy
whiich has allowed provincial
Universities to suffer at the
expense of prestige institu-
tions such as Oxford and
Cambridge.

“The government doesn’t
really want to know about
s,” he commented.

Professor Wilson, who re-
tires next year, said he was
pessimistic about the future
of university education:

“It is particularly disap-
pointing when one sees a
university like ours, which

has done a wonderful job in
terms of research and teach-
ing since the war, being al-
lowed to slip into serious fi-
nancial difficulty.”

professor was com-

The

by Nick Witchell

menting after proposals for
cuts in vacation grants had
emerged from the sub-com-
mittee on Vacation Study.

They include:

®The freezing of the vaca-
tion study grant at £70,000,
which is its present level,
rather than increasing it to
£105,000 — the figure re-
quested by the academic de-
partments.
® The reduction from 30
days to 10 days per year of
the vacation grants for indi-
vidual final year students.
® Tighter control over field
courses and the discontinua-
tion of trips abroad for stu-
dents on non-language cour-
ses.

The proposals will be dis-
cussed by the Academic
Committee next week when
it is thought that further
economies are likely to come
under consideration.

University Union President Neil Taggart hit out this week
at the University’s latest plans to ease its financial crisis.

In a set of proposals pur
forward by Senate on Wed-
nesday, the University urges
all departments to make every
effert to fill their intake
quotas next session so that
maximum grants can be ob-
tained from the government.

Coupled with this, how-
ever, there are additional
plans to freeze all academic
posts in certain departments.

Mr Taggart claims these

measures will lower the
teaching standards of the
University:

by Chris Elliott |

NURSERY FUTURE IN

The future of the Poly
nursery is still uncertain
after the Special General
Meeting called to discuss
it failed to become quo-
rate yesterday.

Girls at the Poly’s High-
field Hall of residence, where
the nursery is situated, are
demanding that it be closed
as it disrupts life in the Hall.

The girls claim they are
unable to use the common

room during afternoons, nor
arrange social functions as all
the nursery apparatus has to
be moved.

They also point out that
the nursery is losing up to
£70 a week and that this is an
unjustified waste of Union
money. At present only four
children are using the facili-
ties,

The attempt to close the
nursery has met with angry

reaction from parents with
children there,

BALANCE

Mrs Penelope Mace, an
art teacher training student at
the Poly, whose child has
been at the nursery since
it opened in December last
year, said the girls at High-
field are being “selfish and
shortsighted.

Many parents will be un-
able to complete their cour-
ses if the nursery is closed,
she went on.

The future of the nursery
will be discussed at the ondi-
nary general meeting of
March 18th

“I would welcome the in-
crease in student numbers
only if it was accompanied
by additional provision in
terms of staff,” he stated.
“But as certain academic
posts will be frozen, the
Union must oppose the
plans.”

First to be hit by the freeze
will be departments which
are fully staffed. The Senate
proposals state that “a more
stringent policy about filling
vacancies in departments with
more than five members of
staff and a staff/student ratio
more favourable than one to
eleven” must be adopted.

No smoking

Two no smoking zones
have been designated in the
University Union.

Tuesday’s General Meeting
overwhelmingly approved a
motion by Liberal Society
Chairman Kevin Hawkins
that smoking should be pro-
hibited in the Belton coffee
lounge and the Doubles bar.

IS man joins
Executive

An International  Socialist
this week joined the ranks
of next session’s University
Union executive.

Steve Cass, a second year his-
tory student, and currently
Union catering secretary,
topped the poll in the elec-
tion for the executive post
of NUS Secretary. He
gained almost twice the
votes cast for the other can-
didate, Mark Turnbuil, an
International Marxist.

In the elections for the remain-
ing two Executive posts,
second year economics and
politics student Peter Wal
ker finished with a 450 vote
majority to become the new
Education and Welfare Offi-
cer.

The position of next year’s
House Secretary went to
Brian Smith, also a history
student He polled almost
300 votes more than his
rival, Alan Lenton.

The voting figures are:

NUS Secretary:

S. Cass 477

M. Turnbull 250
Education and Welfare Secre-
tary:

P. Walker 713

D. Edmond 264

House Secretary:

B. Smith 654

A. Lenton 371

Loashy resigns

Paul Loasby, newly elected
as the University Union’s
Cultural Affairs Secretary for
next session, is to resign his
present post of Entertainments
Secretary at the end of term.

The reason, Mr Loasby
said, was pressure of acade-
mic work. “However, 1 will,
of course, be doing all I can
to help with Ents arrange-
ments and generally prepar-
ing for the job of CAS,” he
added.

Poly thwarted in Cup
bid — See page 9
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