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THE ROGERS' DESCRIPTION OF THE CHESTER PLAYS 

By LAWRENCE M. C L O P P E R 

The R o g e r s ' B r e v a r y e s a r e e a r l y s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y h i s t o r i e s of 
the c i ty of C h e s t e r and of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t to s c h o l a r s of the 
m e d i e v a l d r a m a b e c a u s e they include the e a r l i e s t and m o s t 
ex tens ive d e s c r i p t i o n s of that c i t y ' s m e d i e v a l p l a y s . The B r e v a r y e s , 
the accoun t s of guild e x p e n d i t u r e s and the s tage d i r e c t i o n s in the 
t ex t s a r e our p r i n c i p a l s o u r c e s of in fo rmat ion about the p roduc t ion 
of the p l a y s ; h o w e v e r , the B r e v a r y e s and the s tage d i r e c t i o n s 
s o m e t i m e s s e e m c o n t r a d i c t o r y and the guild accoun t s a r e often 
vague or i nconc lus ive . When one is confronted by t h e s e a p p a r e n t 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s , one is inc l ined p e r h a p s to d i s m i s s p a r t s of the 
R o g e r s ' d e s c r i p t i o n s on the g rounds that they w e r e w r i t t e n down 
s o m e 35 y e a r s a f t e r the l a s t p e r f o r m a n c e , w h e r e a s the guild 
accoun t s and the t ex t s r e f l ec t m o r e c lose ly the ac tua l condi t ions of 
p e r f o r m a n c e . The B r e v a r y e s a r e , none the l e s s , c o n t e m p o r a r y 
o r n e a r - c o n t e m p o r a r y documen t s and should not be d i s m i s s e d 
un les s t h e r e is c l e a r proof of t h e i r i n a c c u r a c y . Some of the de t a i l s 
in the B r e v a r y e s have n e v e r been d i sputed ; o t h e r s have been . As 
a r e s u l t , the whole d e s c r i p t i o n is r e g a r d e d with c o n s i d e r a b l e s u s ­
p ic ion and is often enough r e j e c t e d a s being i n a c c u r a t e . ' Desp i t e 
the unl ikel ihood of r e so lv ing a l l the p r o b l e m s r a i s e d by the d e s c r i p ­
t i ons , an examina t ion of the B r e v a r y e s to d e t e r m i n e t h e i r use fu l ­
n e s s a s p i e c e s of ev idence is c e r t a i n l y w o r t h - w h i l e . 

Anyone who a t t e m p t s an a s s e s s m e n t of the B r e v a r y d e s c r i p ­
t ions is i m m e d i a t e l y confronted by s e v e r a l d i f f icu l t ies , s o m e of 
which need to be s t a t ed at the ou tse t . F i r s t , t h e r e is no defini t ive 
B r e v a r y ; i n s t ead , t h e r e is a s e r i e s of edi t ions which a r e often 
s i m i l a r in s o m e points but d ive rgen t in o t h e r s . The d e s c r i p t i o n s 
a r e g e n e r a l r a t h e r than p a r t i c u l a r and thus we should a s s u m e 
that they a r e m o r e va luable for provid ing gu ide l ines to our u n d e r ­
s tanding of the p roduc t ions than for solving p r o b l e m s of individual 
guild p r e s e n t a t i o n s . The a u t h o r s h i p of the B r e v a r y e s is u n c l e a r . 
David R o g e r s a t t r i b u t e s the B r e v a r y to his f a the r , A r c h d e a c o n 
R o b e r t R o g e r s ; h o w e v e r , David was c l e a r l y involved in m o r e 
than jus t copying the B r e v a r y e s be tween the y e a r s 1609 and 1623. 
F u r t h e r , it is p o s s i b l e tha t m u c h of the R o g e r s ' in fo rmat ion 
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c o m e s f r o m e a r l i e r s o u r c e s and, t h e r e f o r e , it would be i n a c c u r a t e 
to c l a i m e i t h e r one as sole " a u t h o r " of the con t en t s . The B r e v a r y e s 
m a y be co l l ec t ions of m a t e r i a l s compi led by R o b e r t or David R o g e r s 
or both, or the d e s c r i p t i o n s m a y be the r e c o l l e c t i o n s of R o b e r t or 
David o r of s o m e anonymous r e c o r d e r . An e x a m i n a t i o n of ex tan t 
s o u r c e s of the B r e v a r y e s m a y te l l us someth ing about the m e t h o d ­
ology of the two R o g e r s and m a y lead us to a b e t t e r unde r s t and ing 
of the r e l i a b i l i t y of the d e s c r i p t i o n s . F ina l ly , we should keep in 
mind that the m a n r e s p o n s i b l e for the final v e r s i o n s of the B r e v a r y e s 
is an a n t i q u a r i a n and not a l i t e r a r y m a n . Th i s d i s t inc t ion is 
i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e it m a y help to account for the hos t i l e note that 
a p p e a r s at t i m e s in the d e s c r i p t i o n s . The a n t i q u a r i a n is i n t e r e s t e d 
in any loca l c u s t o m ; howeve r , an a n t i q u a r i a n , p a r t i c u l a r l y one 
who is a l s o a R e f o r m e d C h r i s t i a n , m a y be offended by the content 
of the p l ays and the m e a n s of p r e s e n t i n g that content and m a y feel 
obl iged to a t t ack the l i t e r a r y work for i ts i m p r o p r i e t i e s . We 
should not conc lude , h o w e v e r , tha t such an a t t ack is proof of the 
a n t i q u a r i a n ' s inabi l i ty to t r a n s m i t a c c u r a t e l y the ou tward 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n of the c u s t o m he is d e s c r i b i n g . 

The n u m b e r of v a r i a b l e s noted above which impinge upon our 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the R o g e r s ' d e s c r i p t i o n s should sugges t the 
diff icul t ies of a s s e s s i n g t he i r value a s ev idence . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
b e c a u s e the B r e v a r y e s a r e po ten t i a l ly of g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e to our 
unde r s t and ing of the p l a y s , and b e c a u s e t h e r e a r e ava i l ab l e s o m e 
unpubl i shed d o c u m e n t s which migh t fu r ther c lar i fy the s t a t e m e n t s 
in the d e s c r i p t i o n s , a r e - e x a m i n a t i o n of the B r e v a r y e s s e e m s 
d e s i r a b l e . The p u r p o s e of th i s d i s c u s s i o n , t h e r e f o r e , is to 
e x a m i n e the B r e v a r y e s , t h e i r s o u r c e s and m a k e - u p , t h e i r a u t h o r ­
ship and p u r p o s e , to d e t e r m i n e how r e l i a b l e they m a y be and to 
e s t a b l i s h the extent of t h e i r use fu lness in d i s c u s s i o n s of the 
p roduc t ion of the p l ays . The d i s c u s s i o n will be confined a s m u c h 
a s p o s s i b l e to an a n a l y s i s of the R o g e r s ' d e s c r i p t i o n s a s opposed 
to the a d v a n c e m e n t of fu r the r specu l a t i ons about the s t r u c t u r e of 
the s tage in C h e s t e r . 

The extant ' B r e v a r y e s ' and t he i r a u t h o r s h i p 

F o u r copies of the B r e v a r y in David R o g e r s ' hand a r e extant 
( see the t r a n s c r i p t i o n s in the Appendix) : one a t the C h e s t e r 
A r c h i v e s , one at the C h e s h i r e R e c o r d Office, and two at the 
B r i t i s h M u s e u m , a s wel l as some n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y t r a n s c r i p t i o n s 
f r o m a fifth copy which I have b e e n unable to loca te thus fa r . 2 
The C h e s t e r copy ( C h e s t e r ) is undoubtedly the e a r l i e s t ; it is da ted 
and s igned by "D. R o g e r s " in the upper left-hand c o r n e r of the 
t i t l e -page and at the end of the p r e f a c e , "3 Iuly 1609. " On fol. 87r , 
a t the end of C h a p t e r 7, which dea l s with the e a r l s of C h e s t e r , 
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t h e r e is a r e f e r e n c e in the l a s t en t ry to " th is pr_e_sente y e a r e 1610" 
and ano the r s i g n a t u r e , "D R o g e r s : d e s e m b e r 1610. " T h e s e s i g n a ­
t u r e s and s e v e r a l r e f e r e n c e s in the text indica te that David R o g e r s 
m a d e the copy be tween July 1609 and D e c e m b e r 1610. The b a s i c 
text is w r i t t e n in a b rown ink; however , t h e r e a r e n u m e r o u s 
c o r r e c t i o n s and de le t ions in b l a c k ink, aga in in D a v i d ' s hand, and 
t h e r e a r e add i t ions , in b l ack ink, to the l i s t s of e a r l s , b i shops and 
deans which b r i n g the m a t e r i a l up to the y e a r 1619. F u r t h e r m o r e , 
t h e r e a r e abundant n u m b e r s of b lank pages at the end of each c h a p ­
t e r and a t i n t e r v a l s th roughout the text which sugges t tha t David 
left space for l a t e r add i t ions . 

The e a r l i e s t B r i t i s h M u s e u m copy, MS H a r l . 1944, s e e m s to 
have been d i r e c t l y t r a n s c r i b e d f r o m the c o r r e c t e d C h e s t e r copy. 
The note on the t i t l e -page , now a l m o s t ob l i t e r a t ed , and the s i g n a t u r e 
at the end of the p r e f a c e m e r e l y note the date as 1609; however , 
m o s t of H a r l . 1944, including the updated l i s t s , is w r i t t e n in the 
s a m e b r o w n ink and would a p p e a r to have been w r i t t e n at one t i m e 
in 1619. The b lank pages have been d r a s t i c a l l y r e d u c e d and now 
o c c u r only at the ends of c h a p t e r s . E s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g a r e a 
s e r i e s of sho r t b l ack l ines which a p p e a r p e r i o d i c a l l y in the play 
sec t ion of the C h e s t e r copy and which appa ren t ly ind ica te s topping 
p l a c e s in the p r o c e s s of mak ing the H a r l . 1944 copy. F o u r of the 
s ix m a r k s in the B a n n s , for e x a m p l e , occur at a p l ace c o r r e s p o n d ­
ing to the end of one page and the beginning of ano the r in H a r l . 
1944. 3 Th i s s u g g e s t s tha t , though t h e r e a r e a few addi t ions in the 
H a r l e y play accoun t , the H a r l e y MS was copied d i r e c t l y f r o m 
C h e s t e r . T h e s e two B r e v a r y e s a r e v i r tua l ly the s a m e in content 
and I sha l l r e f e r to t h e m a s the e a r l y B r e v a r y e s . The e a r l y 
B r e v a r y e s conta in , in Chap te r IV, the d e s c r i p t i o n of the p e r f o r m ­
ance and pagean t wagons , the la te B a n n s , a l i s t of the c o m p a n i e s 
and t h e i r p a r t s in the p lay , and two sho r t a t t a c k s on the p l a y s ' 
" I g n o r a n c e " and "Abomina t ion of Deso la t ion . " 

The t h i r d copy (CRO) in D a v i d ' s hand is now in the C h e s h i r e 
R e c o r d Office and a p p e a r s to have been w r i t t e n about 1619, or , in 
o the r w o r d s , sho r t l y af ter David had m a d e the second copy of the 
e a r l y B r e v a r y . The t i t le s u g g e s t s Dav id ' s i n c r e a s e d p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
in the compos i t i on of the B r e v a r y : 

A b r e a u a r y o r Co l l ec t iones of the m o s t e anchan t Ci t t i e 
of C h e s t e r r e d u c e d into t he se c h a p t e r s fol loweinge: 
by the r e u e r e n d : M a s t e r Ro: R o g e r s B a c h e l o r in 
d iu in i t i e , A r c h d e a c o n of Ches te r , and one of the 
p r e b u n d e s of the C a t h e d r a l l Church in C h e s t e r : 
w r i t t e n a new by h is sonne DR: a wel l wi l i e r to that 
anchan t Ci t t ie (CRO, fol. l r ) . 
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The l a t e s t date in the o r ig ina l hand is in the final en t ry in the l is t 
of B i shops (fols . 69v - 70r) , w h e r e David m e n t i o n s tha t John 
B r i d g m a n was m a d e b i shop on 13 June 1619. Though the f o r m a t 
and content of th is copy a r e e s s e n t i a l l y the s a m e a s t hose of the 
e a r l y B r e v a r y e s , t h e r e has b e e n some r e w r i t i n g , c o r r e c t i o n of 
factual in fo rmat ion , expans ion of some e n t r i e s and de le t ions in 
o t h e r s ; David, obviously , has begun to r e v i s e the work of h i s fa ther . 
The play en t ry has been r e v i s e d and conta ins only the d e s c r i p t i o n 
of the p e r f o r m a n c e and the l i s t of c o m p a n i e s and t h e i r p a r t s . 

BM H a r l . 1948 is a l a t e r v e r s i o n which has undergone fu r the r 
r e v i s i o n and condensa t ion . Though t h e r e is no date on the t i t l e -
page , t h e r e a r e ind ica t ions in the tex t tha t the r e v i s i o n was u n d e r ­
t aken dur ing the y e a r s 1619-23 , the copy being m a d e , t h e r e f o r e , 
s o m e t i m e in 1623 or sho r t l y t h e r e a f t e r . 4 With the except ion of 
s o m e de le t ions and addi t ions and s o m e conso l ida t ion of m a t e r i a l , 
H a r l . 1948 i s , in the m a i n , a r e p r o d u c t i o n of the e a r l y B r e v a r y e s ; 
h o w e v e r , the d e s c r i p t i o n of the p lays in c h a p t e r four has been 
r e w r i t t e n and, a s in CRO, the Banns and the a t t ack de le ted . Thus 
H a r l . 1948 conta ins only the d e s c r i p t i o n , a lbe i t an a l t e r e d one, and 
the l i s t of c o m p a n i e s and t h e i r p a r t s in the p lay . 

The fifth copy (Lysons) of the B r e v a r y was used by the Lysons 
b r o t h e r s in t h e i r wr i t i ng of the Magna B r i t a n n i a . 5 A l l t ha t r e m a i n s 
in the Lysons volume of no tes is a s ingle shee t of p a p e r conta in ing 
a n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y t r a n s c r i p t i o n of four e n t r i e s f rom c h a p t e r 
four . Unfor tuna te ly , not enough of the B r e v a r y ex i s t s in the no tes 
to e s t a b l i s h the p r i o r i t y of th i s copy over tha t of H a r l . 1948 or v ice 
v e r s a . N e v e r t h e l e s s , the t i t l e ind ica te s that it is a l a t e r v e r s i o n 
than C h e s t e r , H a r l . 1944 and CRO, and the St G e o r g e ' s Day R a c e 
e n t r y , ab sen t in the e a r l y B r e v a r y e s , con ta ins the 1623 da t e . The 
no tes con ta in the e n t r i e s d e s c r i b i n g the v a r i o u s h o m a g e s to the 
d r a p e r s , A r c h d e a c o n R o g e r s ' c o m m e n d a t i o n of the changes m a d e 
in t h e s e h o m a g e s under Mayor Gee , a s wel l a s the She r i f f s ' B r e a k ­
fas t , the St G e o r g e ' s Day R a c e and the accoun t of the p l a y s . The 
d e s c r i p t i o n of the h o m a g e s and R o g e r s ' c o m m e n d a t i o n s a r e v i r t u ­
al ly the s a m e a s those in H a r l . 1948 and give a s s u r a n c e , I think, 
tha t the whole shee t is an a c c u r a t e t r a n s c r i p t i o n of a v e r s i o n 
iden t ica l with H a r l e y at th is point . The o the r e n t r i e s a r e s ign i f i ­
cant ly different in a n u m b e r of de t a i l s and could not have b e e n 
d e r i v e d f rom H a r l . 1948 or any o the r extant copy. My conc lus ion 
is that the Lysons B r e v a r y is ano the r v e r s i o n of the la te B r e v a r y . 
The p lay e n t r y , though different in a n u m b e r of de t a i l s f rom H a r l . 
1948, con ta in s , l ike it, only the d e s c r i p t i o n of the p e r f o r m a n c e 
and the l i s t of c o m p a n i e s and t h e i r p a r t s in the p l a y s . The en t ry 
ends wi th an a t t a c k on the p l a y s ; it is a s h o r t e n e d v e r s i o n m o d e l l e d 
on the a t t ack in the e a r l y B r e v a r y e s . 
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In s u m m a r y , we a r e in p o s s e s s i o n of five cop ies of the 
B r e v a r y conta ining four d i f ferent v e r s i o n s of the play d e s c r i p t i o n s , 
a l l of which , w r i t t e n be tween the y e a r s 1609 and 1623, have a c o r e 
of s i m i l a r de t a i l s as wel l a s s o m e v a r i a t i o n s . 

David R o g e r s ' c o n t e m p o r a r i e s and succeed ing g e n e r a t i o n s of 
a n t i q u a r i a n s a s s o c i a t e d the B r e v a r y with the A r c h d e a c o n R o b e r t 
R o g e r s who died about 1595.6 This a t t r i bu t ion , qui te n a t u r a l l y , 
a r i s e s f r o m the t i t l e s of the la te B r e v a r y e s and f rom the P r e f a c e 
of the e a r l y ones . The P r e f a c e , in p a r t , s t a t e s : 

th is w o r k e h e a r e followinge was the co l l ec t iones of 
a l e r n e d and R e u e r e n d e fa ther within this C i t t i e : 
which worke I m u s t e c r a u e the r e a d e r s hereof not 
to c o n t e m n e , b e c a u s e of the defec tes h e r e i n , 
a s s u r i n g e you, that w h a t s o e u a r is want inge , e i t h e r 
for l e rn inge or Read inge it is not for the w a n t e s , 
t ha t w e a r e in the au thor he reof . . . But the R eso n 
whye it was not p e r f e c t e d was the e r e u o k e a b l e wil l 
of God. whoe be fo re he coulde f inishe th i s . . . 
ca l led h ime and g a t h e r e d h i m e to his f a the r s . . . 
T h e r e f o r e aga ine I c r a u e the R e a d e r s he reof to 
Impute the de fec t e s h e r e i n to the vnski l l ful l w r i t e r . . . 

The t i t l e s of a l l the cop ies of the B r e v a r y , as wel l a s the P r e f a c e , 
sugges t tha t the m a t e r i a l is a co l l ec t ion left u n a s s e m b l e d at the 
dea th of the A r c h d e a c o n and put t oge the r by his son, David. 

Though the t i t l e s and p r e f a c e s a t t r i bu t e the B r e v a r y to 
A r c h d e a c o n R o g e r s , the e x i s t e n c e of s e v e r a l v e r s i o n s , a l l m a d e 
y e a r s a f te r the A r c h d e a c o n ' s dea th , a r g u e that David p layed a 
l a r g e r r o l e in t he i r compos i t i on than he a d m i t s . A l s o , not only is 
t h e r e no def ini t ive B r e v a r y but the v e r s i o n s contain m a t e r i a l which 
is mu tua l ly c o n t r a d i c t o r y or which s e e m s to d i s a g r e e with e x t e r n a l 
ev idence . P r o f e s s o r S a l t e r , for e x a m p l e , no tes that the e a r l y 
d e s c r i p t i o n s ays the pagean t had s ix w h e e l s , the la te one, f o u r . 8 

He a l s o a r g u e s tha t c e r t a i n facts in the d e s c r i p t i o n of H a r l . 1944 do 
not s e e m to a g r e e with our o the r s o u r c e s of in fo rmat ion : e. g. tha t 
the p a g e a n t s a r e sa id to conta in two r o o m s , one atop the o the r , with 
the top one being "open" (i . e. r oo f l e s s ) , that the ci ty c r i e r r e a d the 
banns when the r e c o r d s show they w e r e r idden by the c o m p a n i e s , 
that the d e s c r i p t i o n m e n t i o n s 24 p a r t s and that David l i s t s 25, and so 
for th . 9 T h e s e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s and the ambiguous s t a t e m e n t s about 
a u t h o r s h i p jus t i f i ab ly r a i s e the ques t ion of the a c c u r a c y of the 
d e s c r i p t i o n s . R a t h e r than r e j e c t the d e s c r i p t i o n s out of hand, how­
e v e r , I think an inves t iga t ion of the p r o c e s s of the compi l a t i on of the 
B r e v a r y e s m a y r e s o l v e s o m e of t h e s e a p p a r e n t c o n t r a d i c t i o n s . 
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The R o g e r s ' s o u r c e s 

The r e m a i n d e r of this a r t i c l e wi l l be c o n c e r n e d with a 
d i s c u s s i o n of the B r e v a r y e s and the a c c u r a c y of the play e n t r i e s . 
Though we m a y r e m a i n s c e p t i c a l of the w r i t e r ' s ab i l i t i e s as an 
h i s t o r i a n , we cannot suppose that David invented the whole e n t r y . 
E i t h e r the d e s c r i p t i o n is an eyewi tnes s accoun t or it is b a s e d on 
s o u r c e s which , t h e m s e l v e s , m a y b e eyewi tnes s a c c o u n t s . E y e ­
w i t n e s s accoun t s a r e not infal l ibly a c c u r a t e ; we cannot p r o v e that 
R o g e r s did not " m i s - r e m e m b e r " the play p roduc t ions or tha t h i s 
s o u r c e , if he had one, was r e l i a b l e . The c o n t e m p o r a n e i t y of the 
d e s c r i p t i o n s , howeve r , should d i s p o s e us t o w a r d s the a c c e p t a n c e 
of t h e i r a c c u r a c y un les s we can find ev idence which nega te s R o g e r s ' 
a s s e r t i o n s . Unfor tunate ly , we do not have the s o u r c e s for the 
d e s c r i p t i o n s t h e m s e l v e s ; but we do have s o u r c e s for o ther i t e m s 
in the B r e v a r y and p e r h a p s by ana lyz ing t h e m we can c o m e to s o m e 
conc lus ions about the n a t u r e of the m a t e r i a l and R o g e r s ' t r e a t m e n t 
of it. 

The key-words in the t i t l e s of the v a r i o u s cop ies a r e 
" C o l l e c t i o n e s , " " r e d u c e d , " and " s c a t e r e d n o t e s . " T h e s e w o r d s , 
t oge the r with the s t a t e m e n t s in the p r e f a c e , sugges t that the 
A r c h d e a c o n left a quant i ty of m a t e r i a l on C h e s t e r which David 
a r r a n g e d a n d / o r edi ted , or condensed into the c h a p t e r s as they now 
s tand . Some of the m a t e r i a l was copied f r o m s t i l l extant r e c o r d s ; 
for e x a m p l e , the d e s c r i p t i o n of the s t r e e t s and w a r d s of the ci ty is 
t aken v e r b a t i m f r o m the p r e f a t o r y m a t e r i a l in the C h e s t e r A s s e m b l y 
Book, begun in 1532, or s o m e l ike s o u r c e , while the l i s t of m a y o r s 
and sher i f f s inc luded in the C h e s t e r B r e v a r y and a t the end of H a r l . 
1944 is r e l a t e d in s o m e way to s i m i l a r l i s t s compi l ed be fo re 1594 
when Mayor A l d e r s e y under took the making of a new and m o r e 
a c c u r a t e l i s t . 10 The lengthy s ec t i ons on the e a r l s of C h e s t e r is 
p robab ly d e r i v e d f rom s o u r c e s which w e r e s h a r e d by a p a r a l l e l 
g roup of e a r l y h i s t o r i e s f requent ly b e a r i n g the n a m e of the Bre i f fes 
of C h e s t e r . " Though the B r e v a r y and Bre i f fes conta in s i m i l a r 
m a t e r i a l , t h e r e a r e sufficient d i f f e rences in the t ex t s and a r r a n g e ­
m e n t to sugges t that they have no d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p to each o ther . 
O the r p a r t s of the B r e v a r y cannot be t r a c e d so d i r e c t l y or even 
i nd i r ec t l y , but the m a t e r i a l s copied v e r b a t i m f rom e a r l i e r accoun t s 
m a y sugges t that n e i t h e r David nor the A r c h d e a c o n was r e s p o n s i b l e 
for m u c h of the content of the m a t e r i a l and tha t , if the d e s c r i p t i o n 
of the p l ays was a l s o copied v e r b a t i m , it m a y be b a s e d on e y e ­
wi tne s s accoun t s of the s ix teen th and poss ib ly of the fifteenth 
c e n t u r y . This a r g u m e n t is by no m e a n s conc lu s ive ; the fact tha t 
the A r c h d e a c o n a n d / o r David copied m o s t of t h e i r m a t e r i a l f r o m 
o lder s o u r c e s does not m e a n that a l l of it was copied. N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
if it can be shown that t he i r usua l p r a c t i c e was m e r e l y to t r a n s c r i b e 
t h e i r m a t e r i a l , then one m u s t have r e s e r v a t i o n s about a t t r i bu t ing 
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the a u t h o r s h i p of the d e s c r i p t i o n of the p lays to e i t h e r of t h e m . 

A r e l a t e d , and p e r h a p s m o r e p l aus ib l e , a l t e r n a t i v e in the 
light of the four v a r i a n t d e s c r i p t i o n s , is that the A r c h d e a c o n 
co l lec ted data about the p lays f r o m s e v e r a l s o u r c e s and that David 
compi led his d e s c r i p t i o n f rom t h e s e no t e s . This pos s ib i l i t y is 
sugges ted by the fact that the l a t e B a n n s , which occur in the e a r l y 
B r e v a r y e s , a l s o a p p e a r at the beginning of the 1600 and 1604 copies 
of the p lays and thus d e m o n s t r a b l y p r e d a t e the e a r l y B r e v a r y e s . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , the l i s t of c o m p a n i e s and the p a r t s they p layed 
a p p a r e n t l y e x i s t s a s an independent document ; if th is is the c a s e , 
the d i s c r e p a n c y be tween the 24 p a r t s men t ioned in the d e s c r i p t i o n 
and the 25 p a r t s l i s t ed af ter the Banns m a y be a t t r i b u t e d to Dav id ' s 
c a sua l l y pul l ing t oge the r his m a t e r i a l without paying too m u c h 
a t ten t ion to i ts content . The u n n e c e s s a r y r e p e t i t i o n of the s i t e s for 
the p e r f o r m a n c e of the p lays in the e a r l y B r e v a r y e s m a y a l s o 
sugges t a pul l ing t oge the r , though c lums i ly , of d i s p a r a t e n o t e s . 
Las t l y , the four v e r s i o n s of the d e s c r i p t i o n s a r e not to ta l ly 
independent a ccoun t s of the p l a y s . T h e r e a r e f requent s i m i l a r i t i e s 
in p h r a s e o l o g y , and the s t a t e m e n t s about the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
pageant wagons and the s i t e s of the p e r f o r m a n c e s a r e v i r tua l ly the 
s a m e in a l l the d e s c r i p t i o n s . T h e r e a r e enough d i f f e r e n c e s , 
including those of o rgan iza t ion , to indicate that the l a t e r d e s c r i p ­
t ions w e r e not copied d i r e c t l y f rom the e a r l i e r or f r o m each o the r , 
and th is fact , in tu rn , s u g g e s t s that David m a y have r e t u r n e d to his 
o r ig ina l no tes each t ime he w r o t e a new B r e v a r y , or that he 
r e v i s e d the d e s c r i p t i o n s in the l ight of new m a t e r i a l which c a m e 
into h i s p o s s e s s i o n a f te r the compi l a t ion of the 1609 B r e v a r y . 

That David did c o m e into p o s s e s s i o n of new in format ion and 
used it to r e v i s e the B r e v a r y i s d e m o n s t r a b l e in his t r e a t m e n t of 
the f i r s t p e r f o r m a n c e of the p l ays . In the e a r l y B r e v a r y e s and 
CRO, C h a p t e r VIII on the g o v e r n a n c e of the c i ty ends with th i s 
no te : 

In the t ime of the f i r s t e m a i o r of C h e s t e r whoe is 
thoughte to be S i r Iohn A r n e w a y e the Whi tson p l ayes 
w e a r e m a d e by a Monke of C h e s t e r , and was by the 
sa ide m a i o r pub l i shed and se t t out at the c h a r g e s of 
e u e r y company with t h e i r e p a g e a n t e s a s is a fo re 
e x p r e s s e d , And the sa id monke Rondulph whoe did 
m a k e the sa ide p l a y e s lye th b u r i e d in the M a r c h a n t e s 
He within the C a t h e d r a l l C h u r c h of C h e s t e r . . . 

( C h e s t e r , fol. 105r) 
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An e a r l y t r a d i t i o n in C h e s t e r a s s e r t e d that A r n e w a y e was the f i r s t 
m a y o r of that ci ty and, in fact, the l i s t of m a y o r s in the C h e s t e r 
copy beg ins wi th Arnewaye under the date of 1329. T r a d i t i o n a l s o 
connec ted A r n e w a y e wi th the f i r s t p roduc t ion of the p l a y s . The 
i t e m above is d ropped e n t i r e l y f rom H a r l . 1948 and we can see a 
s ignif icant a l t e r a t i o n in the r e p o r t i n g of the t r ad i t i on in the fol low­
ing d e s c r i p t i o n s : 

. . . th is monke in a good d e s i r e to doe good 
pub l i shed the s a m e , then the f i r s t e Maior of 
C h e s t e r , name ly Si r Iohn A r n e w a y e knighte he 
caused the s a m e to be p layed . . . ( C h e s t e r , fol. 18r) 

The t i m e they w e a r e f i r s t e se t t fo r the , and 
p layed was in anno: 1339: S i r Iohn A r n e w a y e 
be inge m a y o r of C h e s t e r . (Har l . 1948, fol. 64r) 

. . . the f i r s t e t i m e they w e r e a c t e d or playd was 
in the t i m e of S i r John A r n e w a y e aboute the f i r s t e 
y e a r e of h i s M a r o l t i e aboute Anno Dom. 1328 . . . 

( L y s o n s , Add. 9442, fol. 295r) 

Both the l a te B r e v a r y e s a l t e r the text so that the e m p h a s i s is 
shif ted f r o m the " f i r s t e M a i o r " to the f i r s t p e r f o r m a n c e of the 
p l a y s . R o g e r s obviously h a s d i s c o v e r e d that A r n e w a y e was not the 
f i r s t m a y o r of C h e s t e r as the o lde r t r a d i t i o n had a s s e r t e d ; n e v e r ­
t h e l e s s , he h a s m a i n t a i n e d the o the r t r ad i t i on , which was not 
d i spu ted unti l m o d e r n t i m e s , that the p lays began in A r n e w a y e ' s 
m a y o r a l t y . D a v i d ' s new s o u r c e w a s p robab ly Mayor A l d e r s e y ' s 
l i s t , begun in 1594, and t h e r e f o r e unl ikely to have been ava i l ab le 
to the A r c h d e a c o n , which r e p l a c e d A r n e w a y e a s f i r s t m a y o r with 
S i r W a l t e r Lynnet t . 12 A thorough examina t ion of the B r e v a r y 
would undoubtedly t u rn up o the r r e v i s i o n s and c o r r e c t i o n s of th is 
kind; it is only n e c e s s a r y h e r e to show that David went back to 
h i s old m a t e r i a l s and c a m e into p o s s e s s i o n of new m a t e r i a l , a l l of 
which was used in compi l ing the l a t e r B r e v a r y e s . 

It is p o s s i b l e , I think, to d i s c e r n the vague out l ines of the 
p r o c e s s of compos i t i on of the B r e v a r y . In 1595, A r c h d e a c o n R o g e r s 
died leaving h i s co l l ec t ion of m a t e r i a l s about C h e s t e r in a d i s ­
o r d e r e d s t a t e . This co l lec t ion c o n s i s t e d of m a t e r i a l copied v e r b a t i m 
f rom or b a s e d on m a t e r i a l in e a r l i e r s o u r c e s , and inc luded the 
g e n e r a l t op ics of other co l l ec t ions such a s the Bre i f fes of C h e s t e r . 
In 1609, David began to take up the work of his fa ther ; he a p p a r e n t ­
ly was u n c r i t i c a l and m e r e l y put t oge the r the m a t e r i a l s left. 
P e r i o d i c a l l y he b rough t s o m e of the m a t e r i a l up to da te by adding 
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the m o s t r e c e n t d e a n ' s or b i s h o p ' s n a m e to the l i s t s . This w o r k was 
c a r r i e d on unti l 1619. Dur ing that 1 0 - y e a r pe r iod , David b e c a m e 
a w a r e that t h e r e w e r e i n a c c u r a c i e s a s wel l a s i ne l eganc i e s and 
r e p e t i t i o n s in the text . Be tween 1619 and 1623, he c a r r i e d out a 
s e r i e s of r e v i s i o n s b a s e d on m o r e a c c u r a t e m a t e r i a l o r , a t l e a s t , 
m a t e r i a l he be l i eved to be m o r e a c c u r a t e . 

It would be f ru i t l e s s to t r y fu r the r to a t t a ch the a u t h o r s h i p of 
the d e s c r i p t i o n s to David or the A r c h d e a c o n or to s o m e unknown 
e y e w i t n e s s ; my own inc l ina t ion is t owards the view that David was 
working f r o m p i e c e s of in fo rmat ion g a t h e r e d a n d / o r c o m p o s e d by 
the A r c h d e a c o n ; however , t h e r e is no defini te proof of th i s except 
p e r h a p s in D a v i d ' s own s t a t e m e n t s about the B r e v a r y . Nor is t h e r e 
any defini te proof tha t David h imse l f c o m p o s e d the d e s c r i p t i o n s 
s ince he d i s c l a i m e d the a u t h o r s h i p . 

The a t t a c k s on the p lays 

Most of the m a t e r i a l in the B r e v a r y e s is r e p o r t e d in an 
unb iased and n e u t r a l fashion; howeve r , in the c h a p t e r on the c i t y ' s 
" lawdable e x e r c i s e s , " t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l hos t i l e r e m a r k s , one of 
which is an a t t a c k on the p l a y s ' "Clowde of I g n o r a n c e " and 
"Abomina t ion of Deso l a t i on" ( C h e s t e r , fol. 23 r ) . T h e s e a t t a c k s 
and o the r no tes of hos t i l i ty r a i s e the i s s u e of the a u t h o r - c o m p i l e r ' s 
ab i l i ty to t r a n s m i t a c c u r a t e l y a d e s c r i p t i o n of the p roduc t ion of the 
p l a y s . P r o f e s s o r S a l t e r a s s e r t s that t h r e e i t e m s conta in hos t i l e 
r e m a r k s about the p lays and imp l i e s that th is hos t i l i t y m a y p r e ­
judice the ev idence . 13 The hos t i l e r e m a r k s a r e included in 

(1) the m a r g i n a l i a of the la te Banns ; 
(2) the cont inua t ion of the B a n n s , which a p p e a r s only in the 

e a r l y B r e v a r y e s ; 
(3) the a t t a c k s at the end of the Banns and the company l i s t s . 

A l l of th is m a t e r i a l , with the except ion of a sho r t a t t ack at the end 
of the company l i s t in L y s o n s , o c c u r s only in the e a r l y B r e v a r y e s . 
F r e q u e n t l y , the tone is not so m u c h one of hos t i l i t y a s of con­
d e s c e n s i o n . F u t h e r , it is not p o s s i b l e to d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r the 
s e n t i m e n t s a r e those of the au thor or whe the r they a r e m e r e l y 
r e p o r t e d by h i m . 

The m a r g i n a l i a , which a p p e a r a longs ide the banns and t h r o u g h ­
out m u c h of the B r e v a r y , m a y have b e e n w r i t t e n by David; they a r e , 
h o w e v e r , cue no tes to, or a condensed v e r s i o n of, the p r i n c i p a l 
po in ts of the accompany ing text and, w h e r e they d i sp lay any a t t i tude 
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at a l l , it is tha t of the text to which the m a r g i n a l i a r e f e r . C o m p a r e , 
for e x a m p l e , the following g l o s s and its tex t : 

M a r g : hea re [he ] con fes se th , tha_t the l iued in the 
t ime of Ignorance want inge knowledge to vse 
the holy th inges of God a r i g h t e , yet th is monke 
had a good enten te to doe good, thoe blyndlye 
he did shew i t : / 

B a n n s : A s a l l tha t sha l l see t h e m sha l l m o s t w e l l c o m e b e , 
so a l l tha t doe h e a r e t h e m , we m o s t humbly p r a y e 
not to c o m p a r e th is m a t t e r or s t o r y e , 
wi th the age o r t y m e w h e r e i n we p r e s e n t l y s t aye 
but to the t y m e of Igno rance , w h e r e i n we doe s t r a y e , 
and then d a r e I c o m p a r e , tha t th is lande th rougheou t 
none had the l ike , nor the like d u r s t e se t t out . 

The g l o s s a t o r , l ike the w r i t e r of the B a n n s , t a lks about the c rud i ty 
of the f o r m e r age ; he does not a t t ack the p l a y s . In fact , he a p p e a r s 
to be apologiz ing for the na ive ty of the text and the p roduc t ion in 
o r d e r to ga in a s y m p a t h e t i c aud i ence . 

The cont inuat ion of the B a n n s , no m a t t e r who w r o t e it or 
when, is in m u c h the s a m e vein; 

ffor then shoulde al l t hose p e r s o n e s that a s Gods doe 
p laye 

in Clowdes c o m e downe with voyce & not be s eene 
ffor no m a n can p r o p o r t i o n that Godhead I saye 
To the shape of m a n face nose & eyne 
But s e thence the face gil te doth d i s f igure the m a n that 

d e m e 
A Clowdy Coue r inge of the m a n a voyce only to h e a r e 
And not God in shape or p e r s o n to a p p e a r e . 

It wi l l be s een that the con t inua tor is not hos t i l e t o w a r d s the p l a y s . 
He does not a t t ack the content but c o m m e n t s on the na ive and 
i m p r o p e r p roduc t ion m e t h o d s of his a n c e s t o r s . S a l t e r s u g g e s t s , 
on the g rounds that the cont inuat ion is in i t i a l led "D. R. , " tha t 
David w r o t e it for a p r o p o s e d r e v i v a l in 1600. But even S a l t e r is 
s c e p t i c a l about the au then t ic i ty of the r epu ted r e v i v a l p l a n s ; 
f u r t h e r m o r e , he does not expla in why he th inks a m a n hos t i l e to 
the p lays would be wr i t ing add i t iona l t ex t s for t h e i r r e v i v a l . 14 

The s t a t e m e n t s a t the end of the Banns and at the end of the 
company l i s t s a r e qui te obvious ly h o s t i l e . It is p e c u l i a r tha t such 
no tes should a p p e a r at the end of pages of m a t e r i a l devoted to the 
p l a y s . The a t t a c k on the p lays is de le ted f rom CRO and H a r l . 1948, 
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and only p a r t of it a p p e a r s in the Lysons v e r s i o n . A r e we to 
conclude then that David was hos t i l e to the p lays in 1609 and aga in 
in 1623 when he wro te the Lysons copy, but not in 1619 and 1623 
when he wro te CRO and H a r l . 1948? It s e e m s l ikely that David is 
e i t h e r r e p o r t i n g s e n t i m e n t s found in his notes or , if he h imse l f 
w r o t e the a t t ack , that he included the lengthy sec t ion on the p lays 
b e c a u s e of t he i r a n t i q u a r i a n i n t e r e s t . However , I do not see that 
even if hos t i l i ty is p roven one can conclude that the w i tn e s s is 
i n a c c u r a t e . He may be l a c k - l u s t r e in his t a sk ; he m a y be 
incomple t e in his d e s c r i p t i o n s ; but he need not be i n a c c u r a t e in 
what he does say. 

An a n a l y s i s of the d e s c r i p t i o n s of the p lays 

It is p r o p o s e d a t th is point to r e - e x a m i n e the d e s c r i p t i o n s of 
the p lays in o r d e r to r e c o n c i l e , w h e r e p o s s i b l e , d i s c r e p a n c i e s 
which a p p e a r in the di f ferent v e r s i o n s and to s u b s t a n t i a t e , w h e r e 
that can be done by r e f e r e n c e to o ther r e c o r d s , the val id i ty of the 
d e s c r i p t i o n s . Throughout the d i s c u s s i o n which follows I wi l l 
a d h e r e to Dav id ' s a r r a n g e m e n t of the m a t e r i a l in the C h e s t e r copy. 
The r e a d e r should note tha t David a l t e r e d his p lan of o rgan i za t i on 
in the l a t e r c o p i e s . 

The popu la r t r ad i t i on in C h e s t e r was that the p lays w e r e 
w r i t t e n by a monk of the Abbey of St W e r b u r g h n a m e d Rondoll and 
w e r e p e r f o r m e d under the f i r s t m a y o r , S i r John A r n e w a y e . Th i s 
monk has f requent ly been a s s o c i a t e d with Ranulf Higden, the au tho r 
of the Po ly ch ron ic on; but , a s P r o f e s s o r S a l t e r has convincingly 
a r g u e d , the a t t r i bu t i on is undoubtedly a loca l f iction which p e r h a p s 
a r o s e in r e s p o n s e to ag i t a t ion aga in s t the p l a y s . 15 We a r e 
unl ikely e v e r to know the au tho r of the p l a y s , if indeed t h e r e was a 
s ingle au tho r , but it is conce ivab le that a m a n n a m e d Rondoll did 
w r i t e m o s t of t h e m and tha t , as t ime p a s s e d , this monk was 
identif ied with C h e s t e r ' s we l l -known h i s t o r i a n . 

That the p lays w e r e f i r s t p e r f o r m e d under A r n e w a y e is no 
doubt equal ly e r r o n e o u s . Aga in S a l t e r ' s a r g u m e n t is convincing; 
he be l i eved that the t r ad i t i on that the p lays w e r e p roduced for the 
f i r s t t ime under the supposed f i r s t m a y o r a r o s e in o r d e r to b o l s t e r 
up the p lays by c l a iming ant iqui ty for t hem. 16 But we know that 
A r n e w a y e was not the f i r s t m a y o r and that h is m a y o r a l t y cannot be 
connec ted with the y e a r s c i ted by R o g e r s . The e a r l i e s t l i s t s of 
m a y o r s and sher i f f s usua l ly a s s i g n A r n e w a y e to the y e a r s 1327-29; 
howeve r , Wi l l i am A l d e r s e y began a new compi la t ion b a s e d on 
d o c u m e n t s in h i s p o s s e s s i o n which p laced A r n e w a y e ' s m a y o r a l t y 
in 1268-78 and which d e m o n s t r a t e d that the f i r s t m a y o r was Si r 
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W a l t e r Lynnet t . A l d e r s e y ' s l i s t is undoubtedly the a c c u r a t e one, 
a s extant c h a r t e r s p r o v e ; m o r e o v e r , it may be s ignif icant that 
A l d e r s e y does not include the no t ice of the f i r s t p e r f o r m a n c e of the 
p lays under A r n e w a y e ' s n a m e . Since his e n t r i e s a r e m a d e on the 
b a s i s of documen t s in the c i t y ' s p o s s e s s i o n he m a y have b e e n 
s c e p t i c a l of the t r ad i t i on and decided to de le te it f rom h is l i s t . 

David R o g e r s did not invent this t r ad i t i on ; he m e r e l y t r a n s ­
m i t t e d it . In fact , he p robab ly d r e w the in fo rmat ion f r o m the l a t e 
B a n n s , a s is sugges ted by s i m i l a r i t i e s of p h r a s e o l o g y in the 
m a r g i n a l i a , the b a n n s , and the d e s c r i p t i o n . He ap p a ren t l y be l i eved 
that the monk Rondoll w r o t e the Banns and thus a c c e p t e d them a s 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e . 1 8 It is c l e a r that he found out that Arnewaye was 
not the f i r s t m a y o r ; as a r e s u l t , he a l t e r e d his s t a t e m e n t about 
the f i r s t p e r f o r m a n c e s of the p lays in the l a t e r B r e v a r y e s . 
A l t o g e t h e r , he g ives us a c o n s i d e r a b l e choice of da t e s for the f i r s t 
p e r f o r m a n c e : 1329, 1332, 1339, 1328. 19 The f i r s t and l a s t da te s 
can be t r a c e d to the l i s t of the m a y o r s in the C h e s t e r copy of the 
B r e v a r y ; the o r ig ina l en t ry r e c o r d e d 1329 and was l a t e r c o r r e c t e d 
to 1328. The 1339 da te is p robab ly a m i s t r a n s c r i p t i o n of 1329; 
the 1332 date is unsuppor t ed by any extant l i s t s of m a y o r s and 
s e e m s to be a d r a s t i c m i s t r a n s c r i p t i o n . F ina l ly , the a c c u r a c y of 
the d e s c r i p t i o n cannot be impugned on the b a s i s of the t r a n s m i s s i o n 
of th is bit of loca l f ict ion. C l e a r l y the t r a d i t i o n a r o s e a s p a r t of 
the a t t e m p t to m a i n t a i n and cont inue an anc ien t c u s t o m ; o the r 
d o c u m e n t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y ci ty and guild c h a r t e r s , c l a i m the con­
t inuance of p r i v i l e g e s b e c a u s e they have been held " tyme out of 
mynd , " and the s a m e intent ion p robab ly l i e s behind the a s s o c i a t i o n 
of the p lays with the supposed f i r s t m a y o r and the c i t y ' s m o s t 
famous l i t e r a r y f igure . 

David t e l l s us that the p lay was divided up into 24 p a r t s 
a c c o r d i n g to the n u m b e r of c o m p a n i e s in the ci ty , but he then 
a t t a c h e s a l i s t of those p a r t s which adds up to 25. C l e a r l y R o g e r s 
got the n u m b e r "24" f rom the Banns t h e m s e l v e s : "Th i s m a t t e r he 
[ the m o n c k e ] a b r e u i a t e d into p l a y e s xxii i j e " ( C h e s t e r , fol. 18v). 
In the m a r g i n of the Banns each of the 24 c o m p a n i e s is n u m b e r e d 
a s it is ca l led for th. F u r t h e r m o r e , a l l the p lay m a n u s c r i p t s 
n u m b e r the p lays 1-24, even though the individual s c r i b e s r e c o g ­
n ized s o m e confusion over play 16. The l i s t of the c o m p a n i e s 
and the i r p a r t s , which a p p e a r s af ter the B a n n s , a p p a r e n t l y e x i s t s 
a s an independent documen t ; and if each day ' s a s s i g n e d p a g e a n t s 
is added up - a t a s k David did not a t t emp t - one a r r i v e s at the 
f igure of 25. This jux tapos i t ion of c o n t r a d i c t o r y m a t e r i a l once 
aga in s u g g e s t s that David was u n c r i t i c a l l y copying f rom h is 
co l l ec t ion of s o u r c e m a t e r i a l s . The d e s c r i p t i o n and the B a n n s 
p robab ly dep ic t the cycle when the two p a r t s of play 16 w e r e a 
s ingle pagean t , while the company l i s t s d e s c r i b e the cycle be fo re 
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the a m a l g a m a t i o n . Dav id ' s s o u r c e m a t e r i a l s , t h e r e f o r e , d e r i v e 
f r o m two different p e r i o d s of the c y c l e ' s h i s t o r y . The fact that 
Dav id ' s co l l ec t ion of notes m a y c o m e f rom v a r i o u s points in the 
h i s t o r y of the p lays m a y be s ignif icant in expla in ing o ther d i s c r e p ­
a n c i e s or a p p a r e n t c o n t r a d i c t i o n s be tween the d e s c r i p t i o n s of the 
p roduc t i ons and the p roduc t ion sugges t ed by the t ex t s of the p lays in 
t h e i r p r e s e n t s t a t e . L a s t l y , it m a y be s ignif icant that David de l e t e s 
the r e f e r e n c e to the 24 p a r t s in CRO and the la te B r e v a r y e s af ter he 
has begun to examine and r e v i s e the m a t e r i a l s in his p o s s e s s i o n . 

The confusion, pointed out by S a l t e r , over the r ead ing and 
r id ing of the Banns can ea s i l y a r i s e ; but if one c o m p a r e s the two 
v e r s i o n s of the e a r l y B r e v a r y e s with each o the r and with the guild 
a c c o u n t s , the whole i s s u e can be s t r a i g h t e n e d out. The C h e s t e r 
A r c h i v e s copy s t a t e s : 

t h e r e was a m a n which did Ride a s I t ake it vpon 
Saint G e o r g e s daye th roughe the Ci t t ie and t h e r e 
pub l i shed the tyme and the m a t t e r of the p l ayes 
in b r e e i f e . 

H a r l e y 1944 conc ludes by adding the c l a u s e : "which was ca l l ed the 
r e a d i n g e of the b a n e s . " The addi t iona l p h r a s e at the end is c l e a r l y 
d e r i v e d f r o m the heading of the la te B a n n s and is roughly the s a m e 
a s the running t i t le of an in t roduc t ion to B e l l i n ' s copy of 1600. 
Be l l i n undoubtedly saw the p l a y s ; t h e r e f o r e , h is t e s t i m o n y to the 
r e a d i n g of the banns m u s t be accep ted . The fact of the m a t t e r is 
tha t the banns w e r e both r e a d and r idden . The S m i t h s ' accoun t s 
conta in the following i t em of expense noted by S a l t e r : 

1554 for r id inge the b a n e s xiij the Citty C r i e r r i d d . 

L a t e r accoun t s indica te the c r i e r was paid one penny for h i s 
s e r v i c e s : 

1561 Cos t vs the ryd inge the b a n e s our h o r s e s and 
o u r s e l u e s of the which symyon was one i j s 

( H a r l . 2054, fol. 16v) 

1567 to Newton [the ci t ty C r i e r ] for the b a n e s j 
Rod the b a n e s x i j d ( fo l . 18r) 

1568 for g loues U h o r s b r e d when we r i d the b a n e s x v i i j " 
to newton & p r i s o n e r s v j d (fol. 18v) 

1571 ffor the B a n e s 
to the C r y o r jd (fol. 19v). 
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The S h o e m a k e r s ' and P a i n t e r s ' a ccoun t s show s i m i l a r d i s b u r s e ­
m e n t s : one penny for the c r i e r and qui te a bi t m o r e for h o r s e b r e a d , 
g loves and other e x p e n s e s a t t endan t upon the c o m p a n y ' s r id ing the 
b a n n s . F u r t h e r m o r e , that the C r i e r m u s t have r i d d e n the banns 
a s we l l a s r e a d t h e m is sugges t ed by the following i t e m s f r o m the 
P a i n t e r s ' a c c o u n t s : 

1568 It for oure h o r s s e £ at the Rydynge_s_ of the b a n e s xvj 
I to newton for Rydyng of the banes_ j a (fol. 35r) 

1572 Im for our h o r s s c e s at the Rydyng of the b a n e s xvi 
for ryddyng the b a n e s i (fol. 47r) 

1575 it for b r e d to oure h o r s e s when wye r e d e the b a n e s viij 
it to r y c h a r s o n at the banes rydeng j (fol. 59 r ) . 

S u r e l y the s t e w a r d s of the c o m p a n i e s who w e r e mak ing p a y m e n t s to 
the v a r i o u s p a r t i c i p a n t s knew what they w e r e paying for; the 
accoun t s sugges t that the ci ty c r i e r was paid one penny by each 
company for r ead ing the banns and p r e s u m a b l y for r id ing with t h e m . 
The whole ac t ion of r e a d i n g and r id ing the banns is included in the 
e x p r e s s i o n " r id ing the b a n n s . " In fact , the e a r l y Banns sugges t 
this dual n a t u r e : 

The c o m e n b a n n e s to be p r o c l a y m e d & Ryddon with 
the s t e w a r d y s of e u e r y occupacon (Har l . 2150, fol. 86 r ) . 

Dav id ' s accoun t is i ncomple te but is not i n a c c u r a t e ; one m a n 
did r e a d the banns a t the s a m e t i m e that the c o m p a n i e s rode 
t h e m . 

Whe the r the c i ty c r i e r was d r e s s e d as St George or w h e t h e r 
the Banns w e r e r e a d on A p r i l 23rd is not con f i rmed by any docu ­
m e n t s o the r than the B r e v a r y e s . The Banns w e r e c e r t a i n l y not 
r e a d on that day be fo re the l a s t two p e r f o r m a n c e s ; John Hankey 
appl ied to the Counci l on 29 A p r i l 1572 and S i r John Savage on 
30 May 1575 to have the p lays p e r f o r m e d in the ci ty in t hose years .23 
Since t h e r e a l r e a d y had b e e n an a t t e m p t to ban the p lays in 1572, 
the p lans for the 1575 p e r f o r m a n c e did not get under way unti l l a t e r 
than u s u a l . F u r t h e r , the r ap id i ty with which the p roh ib i t i on was 
i s sued by A r c h b i s h o p G r i n d a l m a y ind ica te tha t t h e r e was oppo­
s i t ion in 1572 which de layed the m e e t i n g of the counci l that y e a r . 
Since the l a s t two p e r f o r m a n c e s w e r e c a r r i e d out aga in s t s t r o n g 
opposi t ion , we cannot be s u r e tha t the p a t t e r n for p r e s e n t i n g the 
p lays was the n o r m a l one. F o r p e r f o r m a n c e s in e a r l i e r y e a r s 
it is p o s s i b l e that the c r i e r d r e s s e d a s St George and that the 
e x p e n s e s for h is c o s t u m e a s wel l as his s e r v i c e s account for the 
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r e l a t i v e l y high payment of 24 pence ; th is sum is equ iva len t , for 
e x a m p l e , to that paid to the p r i n c i p a l a c t o r s in the P a i n t e r s ' 
S h e p h e r d s ' P l a y (Guild A c c o u n t s , fol. 36v). T h e r e i s , h o w e v e r , 
insufficient ev idence to suppor t the a s s e r t i o n that the c r i e r d r e s s e d 
a s St G e o r g e for the r id ing of the B a n n s . 

T h e r e is no doubt that the p lays w e r e p e r f o r m e d on Monday, 
T u e s d a y and Wednesday of Whi t sun week. The l a t e Banns ( C h e s t e r , 
fol. 19r) , the company l i s t a t t a ched to the e a r l y Banns ( H a r l . 2150, 
fol. 85v), and the e a r l y Banns t h e m s e l v e s (fol. 88r) a l l a g r e e on 
th is point . T h e s e d o c u m e n t s a r e fu r the r suppo r t ed by an i t e m in 
the S m i t h s ' accoun t s for the p e r f o r m a n c e in 1568: 

for bacon on t ewsday m o r i n g for p l a y e r s b r e k f a s t xQ 

(Har l . 2054, fol. 18v). 

It h a s been a s s u m e d , and it is c e r t a i n l y the intent ion of the 
documen t s to sugges t , tha t the p lays w e r e p e r f o r m e d in at l e a s t 
four p l a c e s : be fore the Abbey ga t e s in Nor thga te S t r e e t , be fo re 
the P e n t i c e a t High C r o s s , and s o m e w h e r e in W a t e r g a t e and B r i d g e 
S t r e e t s . The m o s t l ikely p l a c e s for the l a t t e r two would be a t the 
ga te s t h e m s e l v e s w h e r e t h e r e was s o m e open s p a c e ; h o w e v e r , 
R o g e r s does not des igna te the exac t l oca t i ons . R o g e r s ' i t i n e r a r y 
is suppor t ed by the S m i t h s ' accoun t s and o ther d o c u m e n t s : 

1554 for b r e d in n o r t h g a t e s t r e a t i j " 
we d r a n k in the Waterga te s t r e e t vj0* 
(Har l . 2054, fol. 15r) 

1561 for m a k i n g e the p l a y e r s to d r inke in the Waterga te 
s t r e e t v 

for d r inke to the p l a y e r s in the b r i d g s t r e t i i j " 
(fol. 17r) 

1572 for s m a l l b e a r e in b r i d g s t r e e t iiij (fol. 19v). 

If, for e x a m p l e , the p l a y e r s had a d r ink af ter each p e r f o r m a n c e , 
then the S m i t h s ' accoun t s would s e e m to suppor t R o g e r s . F u r t h e r ­
m o r e , in June 1568 M i s t r e s s W e b s t e r was involved in a c o u r t c a s e 
over the p o s s e s s i o n of a m a n s i o n house for the Whi tsun p lays in 
B r i d g e S t r e e t ; the d ispute ind ica te s t h e r e was a playing a r e a in 
B r i d g e S t r e e t . 2 4 

Not only do the B r e v a r y d e s c r i p t i o n s n a m e four l o c a t i o n s , 
howeve r , but s o m e a l s o i t e r a t e that the p lays w e r e p e r f o r m e d in 
" e u e r y s t r e e t e . " Some c r i t i c s have s een a con t r ad i c t i on in th is 
r e m a r k , but R o g e r s m a y be m e r e l y making the c o m m o n d i s t inc t ion 
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be tween " s t r e e t s " and " l a n e s . " He would be f a m i l i a r with this 
d i f fe ren t ia t ion b e c a u s e the l i s t s of s t r e e t s and l anes in the B r e v a r y 
m a k e such a one. At the end of the C h e s t e r A r c h i v e s and H a r l . 
1944 cop ies he says that the pagean t s moved " to the b r i d g e s t r e e t e . 
th rough the l anes & so to the e s t e g a t e s t r e e t e . " To get f r o m 
W a t e r g a t e to B r i d g e S t r e e t and f r o m t h e r e to E a s t g a t e , one would 
have to t r a v e l th rough the l a n e s . When R o g e r s s a y s , t h e r e f o r e , 
that " e u e r y s t r e e t e had a pagiant p layinge before t h e m at one t i m e " 
( H a r l . 1948), he m e a n s that the four " s t r e e t s " of the ci ty w e r e 
the playing a r e a s . 

If the p lays w e r e p e r f o r m e d in four p l a c e s , why is R o g e r s ' 
d e s c r i p t i o n so vague about the p r e c i s e loca t ions of the l a t t e r two 
s i t e s ? The clue is pos s ib ly to be found in the Lysons v e r s i o n : 

The f i r s t e p lace w h e r e they begane was at the Abaye 
g a t e s w h e r e the m o n k e s & c h u r c h e migh t e have the 
f i r s t e s igh te ; and then it was d r awne to the high 
C r o s s e be fore the Mayor & A l d e r m e n . 

The f i r s t two loca t ions m a y have been so p r e c i s e l y de s igna t ed 
b e c a u s e it was a t t hose p l a c e s that the c i t y ' s two s e t s of 
d i g n i t a r i e s , the c iv i l and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s , wa tched the 
p l a y s . It should be noted that R o g e r s spec i f i es the " m o n k e s " of 
the Abbey; th i s sugges t s that h i s s o u r c e m a y have been p r e -
R e f o r m a t i o n . T h e r e is no ind ica t ion of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l d i s a p p r o v a l 
of the p lays unti l 1572 when the A r c h b i s h o p of York a t t e m p t e d to 
ban t h e m and we have , t h e r e f o r e , no r e a s o n to a s s u m e that the 
p lays did not cont inue to be p e r f o r m e d be fo re the Abbey g a t e s . 2 5 

The a b s e n c e of the w o r d " m o n k e s " in the o the r d e s c r i p t i o n s m a y 
sugges t a consc ious de le t ion on R o g e r s ' p a r t or the use of p o s t -
R e f o r m a t i o n s o u r c e s . The weight of the ev idence c o n f i r m s R o g e r s ; 
four loca t ions would r e a d i l y a c c o m m o d a t e the c rowds if, a s R o g e r s 
s a y s , " a l l both f a r r ik n e a r e c a m e to see t h e m [ t h e p l a y s ] " 
(Lysons copy). 

The g r e a t e s t c o n t r o v e r s y over the R o g e r s d e s c r i p t i o n s has 
c e n t r e d on the s t r u c t u r e of the pagean t c a r t s t h e m s e l v e s . S a l t e r 
noted that t h e r e is a d i s c r e p a n c y be tween H a r l . 1944 and 1948 over 
the n u m b e r of w h e e l s , that the pagean t s could not have been roof­
l e s s ("open on tope") b e c a u s e w i n d l a s s e s w e r e n e c e s s a r y for 
a s c e n t s , tha t t h e r e was no a p p a r e n t n e c e s s i t y for a lower 
d r e s s i n g - r o o m and that th is t w o - t i e r e d s t r u c t u r e would be v e r y 
ungainly . 6 P r o f e s s o r W i c k h a m l a t e r a r g u e d that t h e r e would be 
insuff ic ient playing space in such a s t r u c t u r e and that R o g e r s 
m u s t have m i s u n d e r s t o o d h is r e c o r d s ; consequen t ly , Wickham 
sugges t ed that t h e r e m a y have been a d r e s s i n g - r o o m behind the 
playing a r e a and that the c a r t was d rawn up to a p l a t f o r m s tage 
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which would give g r e a t e r f r e e d o m of m o v e m e n t to the a c t o r s . 
In s h o r t , e v e r y de ta i l of the R o g e r s d e s c r i p t i o n of the c a r t h a s 
been cha l lenged . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e is a cons i s t ency , though s o m e v a r i a t i o n , 
in the d e s c r i p t i o n s that R o g e r s g i v e s . The d e s c r i p t i o n is s h o r t 
and g e n e r a l and quite obviously could not fit a l l the p a g e a n t s ; for 
e x a m p l e , it does not a c c o r d with the d e s c r i p t i o n of Noah ' s ship 
r e p o r t e d in the t e x t s . But it m a y be an a c c u r a t e d e s c r i p t i o n of 
s o m e of the pagean t s or of the b a s i c des ign of the c a r t s . The 
d i s c r e p a n c y be tween the s ix and four whee l s in the e a r l y and la te 
B r e v a r y e s can be a t t r i b u t e d to a m i s t r a n s c r i p t i o n of the in fo rma t ion 
in R o g e r s ' s o u r c e s . The C h e s t e r A r c h i v e s copy u se s the R o m a n 
n u m e r a l " v j , " which could v e r y eas i ly be a r e v e r s a l of " iv" ; when 
R o g e r s copied H a r l . 1944 f r o m C h e s t e r , he conve r t ed the n u m b e r 
into A r a b i c " 6 . " Howeve r , when he began r e v i s i n g the B r e v a r y 
and went back to his s o u r c e s , he a c c u r a t e l y c o n v e r t e d the n u m b e r 
to A r a b i c " 4 " in CRO, Lysons and H a r l . 1948. The c a r t s , t h e r e ­
fo re , p robab ly had only four w h e e l s . 

The mean ing of the p h r a s e "open on the t ope" is not e n t i r e l y 
c l e a r . The t e r m m a y not m e a n " r o o f l e s s , " a l though s o m e p a g e a n t s 
m a y have b e e n so . We cannot a s s u m e tha t a l l pagean t s w e r e 
roofed in o r d e r to a c c o m m o d a t e m a c h i n e r y for a s c e n t by wind­
l a s s e s if only b e c a u s e al l the p lays do not have a s c e n t s . F u r t h e r ­
m o r e , the text of play XX s t a t e s quite c l e a r l y that C h r i s t goes to 
ano the r p l ace when it is t i m e for h i m to a s c e n d (cf. s t age d i r e c t i o n 
following 1. 96). He could a s c e n d into the roof - th is s t r i k e s m e a s 
being s o m e w h a t awkward - or the p l a y e r s m a y have used s o m e 
n a t u r a l f e a tu r e of the p e r f o r m a n c e a r e a for t h e s e a s c e n t s . The 
opening s t age d i r e c t i o n s of the Noah play, for e x a m p l e , sugges t 
the use of s o m e high p l ace for God, and the T r e a s u r e r ' s accoun t s 
of the Dean and Chap te r note e x p e n s e s for the c loth for the m a n s i o n 
ove r the g a t e s . P e r h a p s the c o m p a n i e s used the g a t e s a t the 
Abbey, W a t e r - and B r i d g e g a t e , and the p e r m a n e n t p l a t f o r m at 
High C r o s s a s the high p l a c e s for heaven and a s the s t r u c t u r e s to 
suppor t a s c e n t s . 

On the o the r hand, s o m e of the pagean t s m a y have been 
roofed. The CRO copy c e r t a i n l y s u g g e s t s th is in the p h r a s e , 
"a high foure s q u a r e bu i ld inge . " Many of the p lays ca l l for a 
r o o m or t e m p l e and it would s e e m n a t u r a l tha t t h e s e r o o m s would 
have r o o f s . The p h r a s e "open on the tope" m a y r e f e r , t h e r e f o r e , 
not to w h e t h e r the pagean t had a roof, but to the h ighe r r o o m ' s 
be ing open at the s i de s and f ront so that "a l l b e h o u l d e r s m i g h t e 
h e a r e & s e e " (Har l . 1948). The p h r a s e m a y thus d i s t i ngu i sh 
be tween the h i g h e r r o o m ' s be ing open a s opposed to the lower 
r o o m ' s being "hanged aboute r i ch ly and c l o s s e " (CRO). 
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In the e a r l y B r e v a r y e s and H a r l . 1948, R o g e r s s t a t e s that 
the c a r t s w e r e t w o - t i e r e d and that the upper r o o m was used a s a 
s t age and the lower r o o m as an a p p a r e l l i n g a r e a . Leaving a s i d e 
the ques t ion of the unga in l iness of such a t w o - t i e r e d s t r u c t u r e , we 
m u s t a s k w h e t h e r t h e r e is any n e c e s s i t y for an a p p a r e l l i n g s p a c e . 
Many of the p lays do not p e r m i t m u c h oppor tuni ty for the doubling 
of r o l e s , and thus t h e r e would be no need for the changing of 
c o s t u m e s dur ing the p e r f o r m a n c e . The P a i n t e r s ' a ccoun t s l i s t 
p a y m e n t s of wages for each of the r o l e s individual ly and the text 
r e q u i r e s a l l the c h a r a c t e r s , with the p o s s i b l e except ion of the ange l , 
to be on s tage t o g e t h e r at s o m e point; consequen t ly , t h e r e a p p e a r s 
to be no doubling in the p lay . The S m i t h s ' accoun t s a l s o l i s t wages 
a c c o r d i n g to r o l e s , even though it would be s imp le enough for 
S imeon , Anna and the two ange l s of the P r e s e n t a t i o n to double for 
the t h r e e d o c t o r s and C h r i s t in the next s c e n e . If we a s s u m e that 
p a y m e n t a c c o r d i n g to r o l e ind ica te s expend i tu re for individual 
a c t o r s , then t h e r e would s e e m to be no doubling in t h e s e p lays and 
no need for a d r e s s i n g - r o o m . 

The longer and m o r e c o m p l i c a t e d p lays of the p a s s i o n 
s equence , on the o ther hand, sugges t the pos s ib i l i t y of doubl ing. 
In 1572 the C o o p e r s paid a to ta l of 9 s . 5d. to Hugh Gyl l am, T h o m a s 
M a r l e r , John Stynson and R y c h a r d Kal le , a l l a p p a r e n t l y m e m b e r s 
of the gui ld. In 1575 the only a c t o r s ' w a g e s a r e for the 
" t u r m e n t e r s " (4s . 6d. ), " a n n a s " (22d. ) and "pyla t and to h im that 
c a r r i e d a r r a t e s c l o t h e s " (6s . 6d. ) (fol. 8 r ) . The l a s t i t em s u g g e s t s 
tha t P i l a t e doubled a s H e r o d and that someone c a r r i e d the c o s t u m e s 
f r o m p l ace to p l a c e . F u r t h e r m o r e , the four a c t o r s in the 1572 
l i s t and the s ix in the 1575 l i s t a r e too few to p e r f o r m a l l the r o l e s 
in the f i r s t p a r t of play 16. If the C o o p e r s and the I r o n m o n g e r s 
s h a r e d the e x p e n s e s of the play, a s the a m a l g a m a t e d text of MS H 
s u g g e s t s , then both m u s t have con t r ibu ted a c t o r s to the p e r f o r m ­
ance of the e n t i r e p lay . The P a s s i o n has 23 r o l e s : nine c h a r a c t e r s 
a r e i n t roduced in the C o o p e r s ' p a r t of the p lay and four teen new 
ones a p p e a r in the I r o n m o n g e r s ' half. The m a x i m u m n u m b e r of 
a c t o r s on s t age t o g e t h e r in p a r t one is eight (cf. 11. 255 ff); in 
p a r t two, the m a x i m u m is twelve (e. g. 11. 384-440 , 730-804) . 
The 23 p a r t s , t h e r e f o r e , could poss ib ly have been p layed by 12 
a c t o r s . 

Though s o m e of the pagean t s m a y have r e q u i r e d a p p a r e l l i n g 
s p a c e , t h e r e s e e m s l i t t le p u r p o s e in c o n s t r u c t i n g a t w o - t i e r e d 
c a r t for t h i s r e a s o n a lone . P r o f e s s o r Wickham, a s noted above , 
h a s s u g g e s t e d that the a p p a r e l l i n g r o o m was at the b a c k of the 
playing a r e a . It is equal ly p l aus ib l e that the a c t o r s changed 
c o s t u m e behind the c a r t w h e r e they would be cut off f rom the 
a u d i e n c e ' s view. The t r ad i t i on of a t w o - t i e r e d c a r t m a y have 
. a r i s e n f r o m an a s s u m p t i o n on R o g e r s ' p a r t tha t the enc losed 
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u n d e r c a r r i a g e was used for c o s t u m e c h a n g e s . In CRO, R o g e r s 
says the 

P a g i a n t was a scaffolde, or a high foure s q u a r e 
bu i ld inge , with . 2 . r o w m e s a h ighe r and a l o w e r , the 
lower hanged aboute r i ch ly and c l o s s e , into which, 
none , but the a c t o r s c a m e , on the h ighe r they p layed 
t h e i r e p a r t e s . . . . 

The gui lds p robab ly hung c lo ths round the s ides of the c a r r i a g e . 
P o s s i b l y they s t o r e d p r o p s and s o m e of t he i r c o s t u m e s under the 
c a r r i a g e . Though t h e r e s e e m s to be ev idence for a d r e s s i n g a r e a , 
the few extant r e c o r d s do not give us suppor t for R o g e r s ' con­
cept ion of a t w o - t i e r e d s t age ; at the s a m e t i m e , they do not r u l e 
out the pos s ib i l i t y . A r g u m e n t s b a s e d on the i m p r a c t i c a b i l i t y or 
a w k w a r d n e s s of such a s tage r e q u i r e d o c u m e n t a r y suppor t be fo re 
we can confidently r e j e c t the R o g e r s ' p lan. 

P r o f e s s o r Wickham has sugges t ed that the pagean t c a r t s w e r e 
d r a w n up to p l a t f o r m s t a g e s in o r d e r to i n c r e a s e the playing a r e a ; 
such an a r r a n g e m e n t would c e r t a i n l y s e e m d e s i r a b l e in the New 
T e s t a m e n t p lays w h e r e t h e r e a r e l a r g e c rowd s c e n e s and con­
s i d e r a b l e m o v e m e n t . If such p l a t f o r m s w e r e used one migh t 
expec t s o m e men t ion of t h e m in the d o c u m e n t s ; but t h e r e is l i t t l e 
to suppor t W i c k h a m ' s sugges t ion . In H a r l . 1948, howeve r , 
R o g e r s conc ludes h i s d e s c r i p t i o n with the following i t em: 

and a l s o scafoldes and s t ages m a d e in the s t r e e t e s 
in t hose p l a c e s w h e r e they d e t e r m i n e d to p laye 
t h e i r e p a g i a n t e s . 

R o g e r s u s e s the t e r m " s c a f o l d e " to r e f e r to the t w o - t i e r e d 
s t r u c t u r e i t se l f in CRO and H a r l . 1948, while in the e a r l y 
B r e v a r y e s he r e f e r s to the " P a g i a n t e s " as a " c a r i g e " and in the 
Lysons copy a s a "bu i ld inge . " A p p a r e n t l y , to R o g e r s , " s ca fo lde , " 
" c a r i g e " and "bu i ld inge" a r e i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e t e r m s . If the 
" s c a f o l d e s " a r e the playing s t r u c t u r e s , then the " s t a g e s " m a y be 
p l a t f o r m s such a s those sugges t ed by Wickham. A c c o r d i n g to 
Wickham, t h e s e s t ages would be fixed and used by a l l the gu i lds . 
If tha t w e r e the c a s e one migh t expec t to find that the gui lds 
individual ly con t r ibu ted to t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n or that the c o r p o r a t i o n 
paid for t h e m . T h e r e s e e m s to be no such expend i tu re on the p a r t 
of the gu i lds . The T r e a s u r e r ' s accoun t s for the ci ty a r e few and 
not cont inuous for the p e r i o d . Though they r e c o r d the c i t y ' s 
e x p e n d i t u r e s for m o r r i s d a n c e r s a t m i d s u m m e r and the 1564 
T r i u m p h , t h e r e a r e no ind ica t ions of expend i tu r e on the Whi t sun 
p l a y s . 32 Howeve r , the l ack of ev idence cannot be c o n s i d e r e d 
conc lus ive s ince the extant T r e a s u r e r ' s a c c o u n t s , with the 
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excep t ion of those for 1571-2 , a r e for y e a r s in which we know the 
p lays w e r e not p e r f o r m e d . ^ N e v e r t h e l e s s , in 1572, when the 
p l ays w e r e p e r f o r m e d under Hankey, t h e r e a r e no e x p e n s e s 
r e c o r d e d for ci ty e n t e r t a i n m e n t s except for the m o r r i s d a n c e r s . 
The extant r e c o r d s , t h e r e f o r e , do not obviously suppor t e i t h e r 
W i c k h a m ' s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n or R o g e r s ' s t a t e m e n t . 

One o ther poss ib i l i t y e x i s t s which m a y expla in R o g e r s ' 
r e f e r e n c e to the e r e c t i o n of " s t a g e s . " In the S m i t h s ' r e c o r d s the 
following i t e m s a p p e a r : 

s • d 1567 for the s tep le &; the T r e s t l e or fo rme iij viij 
1575 for 9 m e n to C a r r y our C a r r y c h e & one t r e s s e l l 

& 2 that did help m e in the m o r n n g e 3s . 9d. ob. 

Though t h e r e a r e p robab ly n u m e r o u s u se s for t r e s t l e s , it i s 
p o s s i b l e that the guild ex tended i ts playing a r e a by se t t ing up a 
t r e s t l e s t age be fo re the pagean t c a r t which conta ined i t s n e c e s s a r y 
s e t s . The o ther guild accoun t s do not m a k e any r e f e r e n c e s to 
t r e s t l e s ; but th is m a y m e r e l y m e a n that a l l the pagean t s did not 
r e q u i r e or use such an expanded s t age . 

Two final po in ts need to be noted. In a l l but the C h e s t e r copy, 
David s t a t e s tha t the p lays w e r e p e r f o r m e d annual ly , and in a l l 
cop ies he s ays that the l a s t p e r f o r m a n c e took p lace in 1574 under 
S i r John Savage . The l a s t p e r f o r m a n c e did take p l ace under Savage , 
a s the c o r p o r a t i o n m i n u t e s and the subsequen t p r o c e e d i n g s a g a i n s t 
Savage p r o v e ; howeve r , the p e r f o r m a n c e took p l ace , not in 1574, 
but a t M i d s u m m e r , 1575. ^4 R o g e r s ' l i s t of m a y o r s p l a c e s the 
m a y o r ' s n a m e next to the y e a r of h is a c c e s s i o n . S i r John b e c a m e 
m a y o r in the au tumn of 15 74 and was m a y o r at the t i m e of the 
p e r f o r m a n c e in 1575. Thus R o g e r s has m e r e l y used the a c c e s s i o n 
y e a r a s the da te of p e r f o r m a n c e . 

The s t a t e m e n t that the p lays w e r e p e r f o r m e d annual ly is 
c e r t a i n l y not t r u e of p o s t - R e f o r m a t i o n p r o d u c t i o n s . Even the 
R o g e r s ' d e s c r i p t i o n s s e e m to be l i e this a s s e r t i o n , for the CRO 
copy no tes tha t the Banns "pub l i shed that the p l ayes w e r e [to be ] 
p layed that y e a r e , " and, e l s e w h e r e , R o g e r s no tes that the Mid ­
s u m m e r show and the Whi tsun p l ays w e r e not p e r f o r m e d in t h e 
s a m e y e a r s . 3 5 The C h e s t e r copy of the B r e v a r y does not m e n t i o n 
annua l p e r f o r m a n c e ; the s t a t e m e n t is i n s e r t e d into the copy, 
H a r l . 1944, m a d e f r o m it. Most of the c u s t o m s noted took p l ace 
annual ly and it is p o s s i b l e that R o g e r s r a t h e r c a r e l e s s l y a s s u m e d 
tha t the Whi tsun p lays w e r e p e r f o r m e d annual ly a l s o . An a l t e r ­
na t ive is that R o g e r s ' s o u r c e s a r e p r e - R e f o r m a t i o n and that the 
s t a t e m e n t r e f e r s to a t i m e when the p lays w e r e annua l . The 
B r e v a r y e s a r e the e a r l i e s t d o c u m e n t s to sugges t annua l 
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p e r f o r m a n c e , and t h e r e is no c o r r o b o r a t i v e ev idence f r o m the 
p e r i o d of the p lays t h e m s e l v e s . 

Many of the de ta i l s of the R o g e r s ' d e s c r i p t i o n a r e c o r r o b o r a t e d 
by e x t e r n a l ev idence ; the m o s t i m p o r t a n t de ta i l - the d e s c r i p t i o n 
of the pagean t c a r t - is unfor tunate ly n e i t h e r subs t an t i a t ed no r 
c l a r i f i ed by the r e c o r d s . If one t u r n s to the t ex t s of the p lays for 
ind ica t ions of the kind of playing a r e a n e c e s s a r y , one r ead i ly s e e s 
tha t a g r e a t v a r i e t y of s t r u c t u r e s is needed . Some of the p a g e a n t s 
could be m o d e s t indeed; o t h e r s s e e m to cal l for s e v e r a l r o o m s or 
loc i . The a c t o r s quite c l e a r l y used the s t r e e t s when r id ing h o r s e s , 
c a m e l s and a s s e s . 3 6 The fact that a wide r ange of s t r u c t u r e s is 
ind ica ted in the tex ts does not fo rce us to conclude that the R o g e r s ' 
d e s c r i p t i o n is to ta l ly i n a c c u r a t e ; his plan, in fact, m a y be a c c u r a t e 
for s o m e of the pagean t s and m a y be g e n e r a l l y t r u e of a g r e a t m a n y 
o t h e r s . It is c l e a r that the R o g e r s ' d e s c r i p t i o n is not a de t a i l ed 
one; i ts v e r y o rgan iza t ion , which a l lo t s about one s en t ence each 
to the p l a y s ' beg inn ings , t h e i r m a n n e r of p e r f o r m a n c e , t ime of 
p e r f o r m a n c e , and so for th , sugges t s that the d e s c r i p t i o n was 
in tended a s a s h o r t note on one of the c i t y ' s anc ien t c u s t o m s . 

David R o g e r s was quite c l e a r l y working f rom w r i t t e n s o u r c e s 
which m a y have been compi l ed by e y e w i t n e s s e s , one of whom migh t 
have b e e n his fa ther ; in r educ ing t he se no tes into c h a p t e r f o r m he 
m a y have m a d e s o m e e r r o r s and c r e a t e d s o m e m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s 
about the p roduc t ion of the p lays at C h e s t e r . N e v e r t h e l e s s , we do 
not have sufficient ev idence to r epud ia t e the d e s c r i p t i o n s and, 
s ince m u c h of t h e m a p p e a r s to be a c c u r a t e , we should be r e l u c t a n t 
about r e j ec t i ng any p a r t of t h e m until they have been fully examined 
s ide by s ide with the s tage d i r e c t i o n s in the t e x t s . 
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I. R o g e r s ' B r e v a r y , C h e s t e r A r c h i v e s copy and BM H a r l . MS 1944. 

[The C h e s t e r copy p r o v i d e s the b a s e text below; subs tan t ive 
v a r i a t i o n s in H a r l e y 1944 a r e noted in the footnotes . The i t a l i c s 
signify the expans ion of c o m m o n a b b r e v i a t i o n s ; b r a c k e t s indica te 
e r a s u r e s or de le t ions m a d e by R o g e r s or gaps in the m a n u s c r i p t , 
a s wel l a s addi t ions m a d e by the ed i to r . ] 

A B r e u a r y o r s o m e fewe Co l l ec t iones of the Ci t t ie of C h e s t e r , 
g a t h e r e d out of s o m e fewe w r i t e r s , and h e a r e set down. And 
r educed into t he se C h a p t e r s fol lowinge. 

4 Of the buldinge & change inge of s o m e p a r i s h e C h u r c h e s 
in C h e s t e r , C e r t a y n e lawdable e x e r c i s e s 1 and p l ayes 
of C h e s t e r . 

Chap te r . 4 . [ l 8 r ] 

Now of the p l ayes of C h e s t e r ca l led the whi t son p l a y e s . 
when the w e a r e p layed and what occupa t iones b r i n g e 
for the at t h e i r e c h a r g e s the p l a y e s . or p a g i a n t e s . 

H e a r e note tha t t h e s e p l ayes of C h e s t e r ca l l ed the whi t son p l a y e s 
w e a r e the worke of one Rondol l . a m o n c k e of the Abbaye of Sa in te 
W a r b u r g e in C h e s t e r , whoe r e d u s e d the whole h i s t o r y e of the 
b ib le into eng l i she s t o r y e s in m e t t e r . in the eng l i she tounge . and 
th i s monke in a good d e s i r e to doe good pub l i shed the s a m e , then 
the f i r s t e Ma io r of C h e s t e r , n a m e l y S i r Iohn A r n e w a y e knighte he 
c a u s e d the s a m e to be p layed, the m a n n e r of which p l ayes was 
thus they w e a r e deuided into 24 p a g i a n t e s . 2 a c o r d i n g e to the 
c o m p a n y e s 3 of the Ci t t i e . and e u e r y e companye b rough te for the 
t h e i r e pagiant which was the c a r i a g e . or p lace which the p layed 
in. A n d 4 be fore t h e s e p l ayes w e a r e played, t h e r e was a m a n 5 
which did Ride a s I take it vpon Saint G e o r g e s daye th roughe the 
Ci t t ie and t h e r e publ i shed the t y m e and the m a t t e r of the p l ayes 
in b r e e i f e . the w e a r e p layed vpon mondaye t u e sed ay e and 
w e n s e d a y e in whi t son weeke And thei f i r s t e beganne at the Abbaye 
g a t e s , and when the f i r s t e pag ian te was p layed a t the Abbaye ga t e s 
then it was wheled f r o m t h e n s e t o 7 pent ice at the highe c r o s s e 
be fo re the m a i o r and before that was donne the seconde c a m e , 
and the f i r s t e wente into the w a t e r g a t e s t r e e t e & f r o m t h e n s e vnto 
the B r i d g e s t r e e t e and s o 8 one af ter an o the r te l l a l l the p a g i a n t e s 
w e a r e p layed appoynted for the f i r s t e daye . and so l i kewise for 
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the seconde and the t h i r d e daye . t h e s e pag ian te s or c a r i g e was a 
highe p l ace m a d e l ike a howse with 2 r o w m e s beinge open on the 
tope , the lower r o w m e the ie . a p p a r r e l l e d and d r e s s e d t h e m s e l u e s . 
a n d ' the h ighe r r o w m e [ s ] the ie p layed, and thei s toode vpon vj 
w h e e l e s . and when the had donne with one c a r i a g e in one p l ace 
the ie whe led the s a m e f r o m one s t r e e t e to ano the r , f i r s t e f rom the 
Abbaye ga te , to the p e n t i s e . then to the w a t e r g a t e s t r e e t e . then 
to the b r i d g e s t r e e t e . th rough the l anes & so to the e s t e g a t e s t r e e t e . 
And thus the c a m e f r o m one s t r e e t e to ano the r kepinge a d i r e c t e 
o r d e r in e u e r y e s t r e e t e [ l 8 v ] for be fore thei f i r s t e C a r i g e was 
gone f r o m one p l a c e ' " the seconde c a m e , and so before the seconde 
was gone the t h i rde c a m e , and so t e l l " the l a s t e was donne a l l in 
o r d e r wi thoute anye s t aye inge in anye p l ace , for worde be inge 
b rough te howe e u e r y e p lace was n e e r e doone the c a m e and m a d e 
noe p l ace to t a r y e te l l the l a s t e was p layed: 
H e a r e a f t e r fol loweth the Read inge of the B a n e s which was r e a d e 
be fo re the begin inge of the whi tson p l ayes be inge the b r e e i f e of the 
whole p l a y e s [ T h e Late Banns fol low.] 

[21v] And thus m u c h e of the Banes or b re i f e of the whi t son p l ayes 
in C h e s t e r for if I shoulde h e a r e r e s i t e the whole s t o r y e of the 
whi t son p l a y e s . it woulde be tooe t ed iose for to r e s i t e in this 
b r e a u a r y e . A s a l s o the be inge nothinge prof i t ab le to anye vse 
excep te it be to showe the Igno rance of oure f o r e f a t h e r s : And to 
m a k e us t h e i r e offpringe vnexcusab le be fo re god that haue the t r u e 
and s i n c e r e worde of the gospe l l of oure l o rd [and on ly ] and 
s a u i o u r e I e sus C h r i s t e . if we a p p r e h e n d e not the s a m e in ou re 
liffe and p r a c t i s e to the e t e r n a l l g lo r i e of oure god. 1 2 the s a lua t ion 
and c o m f o r t e of L22rJ oure owne s o l e s . H e a r e followeth a l l the 
c o m p a n y e s a s the w e r e p layed vpon t h e r e s e u e r a l l d a y e s . which 
w a s . Mondaye . T u e s e d a y e , and Wensedaye in the Whi t son w e e k e . 
And how m a n y P a g i a n t e s w e a r e p layed vpon e u e r y e daye at the 
C h a r g e of e u e r y e c o m p a n y e . [The l i s t of c o m p a n i e s and t h e i r 
p a r t s fo l lows. ] 

[ 2 3 r ] and t h e s e whi t son p l ayes w e a r e p layed in C h e s t e r anno 
domin i . 1574 . S_ir Iohn Sauage knighte be inge m a y o r of C h e s t e r , 
which was the l a s t e tyme t h a t l 3 t h e w e a r e p layed . And we haue 
a l l c a u s e to power out oure p r a y e r s be fo re god that n e i t h e r w e e . 
n o r ou re p o s t e r i t i e s af ter us . m a y e n e u a r see the l ike Abomina t i on 
of Deso la t i on , wi th suche a Clowde of Ignorance to defile with so 
highe a hand, the m o s t e 14 s a c r e d s c r i p t u r e s of god. but oh the 
m e r s c i e of oure god. for the t y m e of ou re Igno rance he r e g a r d e s 
it not [As wel l in e u e r y e m a n s p a r t i c u l a r c o r s e a s a l s o in g e n e r a l 
c o r s e s J 15 And thus m u c h e in b re i f e of t h e s e whi t son p l a y e s . 
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II. C h e s h i r e R e c o r d Office MS DCC 19. 

A b r e a u a r y o r Co l l ec t iones of the m o s t e anchan t Ci t t ie of C h e s t e r 
r e d u c e d into t h e s e c h a p t e r s fol loweinge: by the r e u e r e n d : m a s t e r 
Ro : R o g e r s B a c h l o r in d iu in i t i e , A r c h d e a c o n of Ches te r , and one 
of the p r e b u n d e s of the C a t h e d r a l l Church in C h e s t e r : w r i t t e n a 
new by h i s sonne DR: a we l l w i l i e r to that anchant Ci t t ie 

Now of the Whi tson p l ayes in C h e s t e r : [39v] 

the o r i g e n a l l Conce rn inge the whi t son p l ayes of C h e s t e r 
of the whi t son The o r i g e n a l l of t h e m w a s . In the t i m e of 
p layes S i r Iohn A r n e w a y . who by m o s t copies was 

the f i r s t m a i o r of C h e s t e r , about anno, 
domin i :1332 : then the w e a r e f i r s t e p layed 

the au thor and se t t fo r the : The Au tho r or m a k e r of 
t h e m was one Randol l A monke of the Abbay 
in C h e s t e r , whoe m a d e the s a m e in p a r t e s 
a s it w a s : 

the m a t t e r The m a t t e r of t h e s e p layes w e a r e the h i s t o r i e 
of the b ib le , c o m p o s e d by the sa id au thor in 
a holy deuot ion, that the s imp le migh te 
v n d e r s t a n d the s c r i p t u r e , which in those 
t i m e s was hid f r o m them: 

the A c t o r s The a c t o r e s or p l a y e r s , w e a r e the C o m p a n i e s 
or t r a d e s m e n of the Ci t t i of C h e s t e r , who 
at t h e i r e owne C o s t e s and C h a r g e s , s e t t for th 
and a l soe p layed the s a m e p l ayes y e r e l y e : 
the l a s t t ime they w e a r e p layed in C h e s t e r 
w a s : anno domin i :1574 : [ 4 0 r ] S_ir Iohn Sauage 
be inge m a i o r of C h e s t e r m a s t e r Iohn Al l en & 
m a s t e r W i l l i a m Goodman be inge s h e r e f f e s : 

the t ime of the The t i m e when they w e a r e p layed w a s , 3 d a y e s 
y e r e when they t o g e a t h e r , on monday : T u e s e d a y : & Wenseday 
w e r e p layed in Whi tson w e e k e , 
The Ltime of] The p l a c e s w h e r e they w e a r e p layed w e r e in 
p l a c e s w h e r e e u e r y s t r e e t e of the C i t t i e , tha t a l l people 
the p layed that would migh te behoulde the s a m e : The 
The m a n n e r L of m a n n e r of t h e s e p l a y e s w a s , e u e r y Company 
the p l ayes ] m a d e a P a g e a n t on which they p layed t h e i r e 
how the p la ied p a r t e s , which P a g i a n t was a scaffolde, or a 

high foure s q u a r e bui ld inge , wi th . 2 . r o w m e s 
a h ighe r and a l o w e r , the lower hanged aboute r i ch ly and c l o s s e , 
into which , none , but the a c t o r s c a m e , on the h ighe r they p layed 
t h e i r e p a r t e s be inge a l l open to the b e h o u l d e r s , th is was se t t on . 4 . 
w h e e l e s , and soe d rawne f r o m s t r e e t e to s t r e e t , they f i r s t beganne 
a t the Abbay g a t e s , w h e r e when the f i r s t pag ian te was p layed, it was 
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whe led into an o ther s t r e e t e , and the second pagiant c a m e in the 
p lace the reof and so t i l l a l l the pag i an t e s for the day w e a r e ended, 
soe into e u e r y s t r e e t e and, it was soe o r d e r l y a t t ended , that be fo re 
the L 40v J one P a g i a n t was p layed an other c a m e in p lace to sa t i s fye 
the b e h o l d e r s in e u e r y e s t r e e t e at one t i m e : A l so e u e r y y e r e that 
t h e s e p l ayes w e r e played, on Saint G e o r g e s day be fo r e , w a s the 
b a n e s r e a d , which was a m a n did r i d e w a r l i k e a p p a r a l e d l ike Saint 
George th roughe e u e r y s t r e e t e , with d r u m e m u s i c k e and t r u m p e t e s , 
And t h e r e was publ i shed that the p l ayes w e r e p layed that y e a r e , 
And that the b r e i f e or b a n e s of the p laye was r e a d e what e u e r y 
Company should p l aye , which was ca l led the Read inge of the b a n n e s , 
the w o r d e s of which conc lus ion was t h i s : 

Al l those that be minded to t a r y 
On monday . tweseday . & wensday in whi t son 
weeke b e g i n e s the s t o r y e : 

for the b e t t e r explan inge I haue h e r e s e t t downe the , C o m p a n i e s 
s e u e r a l l P a g i a n t e s and p a r t e s the played, in those whi t son p l a y e s : 
L The e n t r y conc ludes wi th the l i s t of c o m p a n i e s . ] 

III. BM H a r l . MS 1948 

A BREUARYE or s o m e Co l l ec t iones of the m o s t anchan t & famous 
Ci t t ie of C h e s t e r , Col lec ted by the R e u e r e n d : m a s t e r R o b e r t R o g e r s , 
B a t c h l o r in Diuini tye A r c h d e a c o n of C h e s t e r , and P r e b u n d e in the 
C a t h e d r a l l Church of C h e s t e r , & p a r s o n of G a w s w o r t h , 1 6 w r i t t e n 
by h i s sonne Dauid R o g e r s , and r e d u c e d into t h e s e C h a p t e r s fol low-
einge 

Now of the lawdable e x e r c i s e s and p layes of C h e s t e r , y e r e l y e 
t h e r e vsed : [58r ] 

Now of the p l ayes of C h e s t e r Ca l l ed the whi t son p l a y e s : [64r] 

The au thor The m a k e r and f i r s t Inuente r of t hem was 
of t h e m : one Rondoll a monke in the Abbaye of C h e s t e r 

whoe did t r a n s e l a t e the s a m e , into E n g l i s h e , fk 
m a d e t h e m into p a r t e s and p a g i a n t e s , a s they 
then w e a r e p layed: The m a t t e r of t h e m was 

The m a t t e r the h i s t o r y e of the b ib le , m i x e d with s o m e 
of t hem: o ther m a t t e r : The t i m e they w e a r e f i r s t e se t t 
The f i r s t fo r the , and p layed was in anno : 1 339 : S i r 
t ime p layed: Iohn A r n e w a y e be inge m a y o r of C h e s t e r : The 

a c t o r s and p l a y e r s , w e a r e the occupat ions & 
The p l a y e r s & Compan ie s of th i s Ci t t i e , the C h a r g e s and 
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c h a r g e s c o s t e s thereof which w e a r e g r e a t e , was t h e i r e s 
thereof : a l s o : The t i m e of the y e a r e they w e a r e p layed 

was on monday , tuesday & wenseday in whi t son 
The m a n n e r weeke : The m a n e r of t h e s e p layes w e a r e , 
of t hem: e u e r y Company had his pag ian t or p a r t e which 

p a g i a n t s , w e a r e a high scafolde with 2. 
r o w m e s ah ige r & a l o w e r , vpon 4 whee le s In 
the lower they a p p a r e l l e d t h e m s e l u e s , And 
In the h igher r o w m e they p layed be inge a l l 
open on the tope that a l l b e h o u l d e r s migh te 
h e a r e & see t h e m , : The p l a c e s w h e r e the 

The p l a c e s p layed t h e m was in e u e r y s t r e e t e , They 
w h e r e the begane f i r s t at the Abay g a t e s , and when the 
p layed t h e m : f i r s t e pag ian te was p layed, it was whee led 

to the [64v] highe C r o s s e be fo re the m a y o r , and so 
to e u e r y s t r e e t e , and soe e u e r y s t r e e t e had a pagiant p lay inge be fo re 
t h e m at one t i m e te l l a l l the p a g i a n t e s for the daye appoynted w e a r e 
p layed, and when one pag ian t was n e e r e ended worde was b rough te 
f r o m s t r e e t e to s t r e e t e that soe the migh t c o m e in p lace thereof , 
exced inge o r d e r l y e and a l l the s t r e e t e s haue t h e i r e p a g i a n t e s a fo re 
t h e m a l l at one t i m e p laye inge t o g e a t h e r to se which p l ayes was 
g r e a t e r e s o r t e , and a l s o scafo ldes and s t ages m a d e in the s t r e e t e s 
in those p l a c e s w h e r e they d e t e r m i n e d to p laye t h e i r e p a g i a n t e s : 
[ The l i s t of c o m p a n i e s and the i r p a r t s fol lows. ] 

the l a s t e t i m e t h e s e p l a y e s w e a r e p layed in C h e s t e r was [67r J 
anno domin i :1574 : S_ir Iohn Sauage beinge m a y o r of C h e s t e r Iohn 
Al len & w i l l i a m Goodman she r i f f e s thus in b r e i f e of the p layes of 
C h e s t e r : 

IV. The Lysons copy, BM Add. MS 9442, fol. 295r . 

C e r t a y n e co l l ec t ions of anch ian te t i m e s conce rn ing the anchan t and 
famous c i t t i e of C h e s t e r , co l l ec ted by tha t R e v e r e n d m a n of God, 
M r . R o b e r t R o g e r s , b a c h e l l o r of d iv in i t i e , a r c h d e a c o n of C h e s t e r , 
p a r s o n e of Goosewor th , and p r e b a n d in the c a t h e d r a l of C h e s t e r ; 
be ing but in s c a t e r e d n o t e s , and by h i s son r e d u c e d into t h e s e 
c h a p t e r s following. [The t i t l e is quoted in Magna B r i t a n n i a (London, 
1810), II, i i , 584, note u.] 

Nowe of the P l a y e s of C h e s t e r ca l led The Whi tson p l a y e s . 
T h e s e p l a y e s w e r e the w o r k e of one Randa l l Higden a monke in 
C h e s t e r Abye whoe in a good devot ion t r a n s l a t e d the b ib le into 
s e v e r a l p a r t e s & p l ayes soe a s the comon people migh te l e a r n e the 
s a m e by t h e i r p lay inge and a l s o by ac t ion in t h e i r s ighte & the f i r s t e 
t i m e they w e r e ac t ed or p layd was in the t ime of Si r John A r n e w a y e 
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aboute the f i r s t e y e a r e of h i s M a r o l t i e aboute Anno Dom. 1328 we 
m u s t e judge th is monke had no evi l in tent ion but s e c r e t devot ion 
t h e r e in soe a l s o the c i t t i zens that did ac t e & p r a c t i s e the s a m e to 
t h e i r g r e a t c o s t e . 

H e r e I m u s t e showe the m a n e r of the p e r f o r m i n g e of t h e s e anchan te 
p l a y e s (which was) a l l t hose c o m p a n y e s & occupat ion which w e r e 
joyned t o g e t h e r to a c t e o r p e r f o r m e t h e i r s e v r a l p a r t e s had pagen t s 
which was a bui ld inge of a g r e a t height with a lower & h ighe r r o w m e 
be inge a l l open & se t upon fower whee l e s and d rawne f rom p l ace to 
p l ace w h e r e they p layed . [ 2 9 5 v ] The f i r s t e p lace w h e r e they 
begane was a t the Abaye ga t e s w h e r e the m o n k e s & c h u r c h e migh t e 
have the f i r s t e s igh te : and then it was d r awne to the high C r o s s e 
be fo re the Mayor & A l d e r m e n & so f rom s t r e e t e to s t r e e t e and 
when one pagent was ended a n o t h e r c a m e in the p lace t he reo f t e l l 
a l l tha t w e r e appoynted for the days was ended; thus of the m a n e r 
of the p l ayes a l l be inge a t the c i t t i z ens c h a r g e , yet p rof i t ib le for 
t h e m for a l l both f a r r & n e a r e c a m e to see t h e m . 

Now follow what occupa t ions b r i n g e forth at t h e i r c h a r g e s the 
p layes of C h e s t e r and on what dayes they a r e p layed y e a r e l y -
t h e s e p l ayes w e r e se t t for th when they a r e p layed upon Monday 
Tuesdaye & Wensdaye in the whi t son w e k e / [ The l i s t of c o m p a n i e s 
and t h e i r p a r t s fo l lows.] t h e s e whi t son p layes w e r e p layed in 
Anno Domin i 1574 S_ir John Savage Knight be inge M a y o r of C h e s t e r 
which was the l a s t e t i m e they w e r e p layed & we m a y p r a i s e God & 
p r a y e that we see not the l ike p ro fana t ion of holy s c r i p t u r e , but 
O the m e r c i e of God for th is t i m e of our Igno rance God he r e g a r d e s 
it not a s wel l in e v e r y m a n : p a r t i c u l a r a s above in g e n e r a l c a u s e s . 
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(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

(d) 
(e) 

(f) 

18v 
19r 
19v 
2 0 r 
2 1 r 
21v 

"This ma t t e r he 
"If the same . . 
"This worthie . 
"The appearinge 
"The Skynners . 
"And not god . . 

See F . M. S a l t e r ' s analysis of the R o g e r s ' document in Mediaeval Drama 
in Ches te r (Toronto, 1955), pp. 54 £f. (hereafter r e f e r r ed to as MDC). 
I would like to thank P r o f e s s o r Mart in Stevens, P r o f e s s o r A. C. Cawley 
and Dr David Mills for reading and making suggestions for revis ing this 
a r t i c l e . 

Ches te r Arch ives , unnumbered MS (hereaf ter r e f e r r e d to as Ches te r ) ; 
Chesh i re Record Office MS DCC 19 (hereaf ter , CRO); BM Har l . MSS 
1944 and 1948; and BM Add. MS 9442, fol. 295 (hereaf ter , Lysons), 
Complete t i t les and texts of the descr ip t ions a r e included in the Appendix. 
I wish to thank the Corporat ion and City of Ches ter , the Cheshi re Record 
Office and the Trus t ees of the Br i t i sh Museum for p e r m i s s i o n to publish 
the R o g e r s ' descr ip t ions and other documents noted below. Italics in all 
c i tat ions indicate edi tor ia l expansions of common abbrevia t ions . 

The black line in the Ches ter MS at 
. " begins 22v in Har l . 1944 

22v 
begins 23r 

. " begins 23v 
24r 

begins 25r. 
The m a r k s at (b) and (e) do not cor respond to the beginning of a page 
in Har l . 1944. The m a r k s at (a), (d) and (f) appear at different places 
on the page in Chester but co r respond to the beginning of a page in Har l . 
The other mark , (c), is at the top of the page in Ches te r . 

The MS, fol. 63r, notes a change made in 1623 in the St George ' s Day 
r a c e . 

Magna Bri tannia (London, 1810), II, ii, 590-1 . The miss ing original is 
desc r ibed by R. S tewar t -Brown in "Annals of Ches te r , " Cheshi re Sheaf, 
27, 3rd s e r . (1930), 50, and by W. Fe rgusson Irvine in "The Annals of 
C h e s t e r , " Cheshi re Sheaf, 29, 3rd se r . (1934), 1-2. The MS has the 
t i t le of the Lysons copy, is dated 1637 and is possibly in Randle Holmes 
II 's hand. If the copy is in Holmes ' hand, then the date probably r e fe r s 
to the year in which he made the copy. I rvine, p. 1, says the MS was 
bought by a pe r son in te res ted in the h is tory of Chesh i re . 

F o r this asc r ip t ion see, for example, Har l . 2159, fol. 46r , Har l . 2133, 
fol. 50r, and Har l . 1989, fol. 43r, which contain ex t rac t s from the 
"Archdeacon Robert R o g e r s ' " Collect ions. Though Sa l te r accepts 1595 
as the date of the Archdeacon ' s death, he ci tes R. V. Burne (MDC, p. 124, 
n. 1) to the effect that Robert Rogers died in 1587. David, however, notes 
that his father was in the p r o c e s s of copying the Sancta P r i s c a on 11 
January 1594 (Ches ter , fol. 7r) . 

Har l . 1944, fol. 4r . Note that David makes a dist inction between the 
author , his father, and the w r i t e r , himself. The shift from copyist to 
r e v i s e r - a u t h o r is noted in the la ter B r e v a r y e s : 

A b reaua ry . . . of . . . Ro: Rogers . . . wr i t ten a new by his 
sonne DR: (CRO) 
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A BREUARYE . . . Collected by . . . Robert Rogers . . . wri t ten 
by his sonne . . . (Har l . 1948) 

Certayne collections of . . . Robert Rogers . . . being but in 
sca te red notes , and by his son reduced . . . (Lysons) . 

8 MDC, p. 56. 

9 MDC, pp. 54 ff. 

10 Ches te r Arch ives , Ches te r Assembly Book, A B / 1 , ff. 33v-35r . L is t s of 
m a y o r s s imi la r to those of Rogers can be found in BM Add. 29779 a n d 
Har l . 2125 (the f irs t l is t , fol. 23vff. ). The Aldersey l i s ts a r e in Har l . 
2133 and 2057 and BM Add. 29780. 

11 Har l . 2125 and BM Add. 29779, 29780. 

12 See n. 10 above. David apparent ly took no note of the fact that Aldersey 
had es tabl ished Arnewaye ' s mayora l ty in 1268-78 (Harl . 2133, fol. 13r). 
George Bellin, who c o r r e c t s his l ist to include Walter Lynnett, s t i l l 
l i s t s Arnewaye under 1328 (Harl . 2125, fol. 23v). When Rogers set 
about revis ing the B r e v a r y before making the CRO copy, he was obviously 
unsure about who was the f i rs t mayor : 

The or igenal l of them was . In the t ime of Sir Iohn Arneway. who 
by mos t copies was the f i r s t m a i o r of Ches t e r . . . . 

The "copies" he r e f e r s to a re the m a y o r s l i s t s . 

13 MDC, pp. 45, 54, 56-7 . 

14 "Banns , " RES, 15, 433-4. 

15 MDC, p. 37. Rogers identifies Rondoll with Higden only in Lysons. If 
Randle Holmes made the copy, he may have inser ted Higden's name. 
Other documents copied by Holmes show such inse r t ions . See, for 
example , the addition made at the beginning of the ea r ly l is t and Banns 
(Har l . 2150, 85v). The Lysons re fe rence is the ea r l i e s t r e c o r d I can 
find of the identification of the monk Rondoll with Higden. The Newall 
P roc l ama t ion of 1531 -2 says they were devised by Sir Henry F r a n c i s , 
a monk of the monas t e ry (Ches ter Arch ives , Assembly F i l e s , A / F / l , 
fol. 12r). 

16 MDC, pp. 38-41 . 

17 See MDC, p. 116 n. 7 and n. 10, and BM Add. C h a r t e r s 50004-6 for 
support of the Aldersey l i s t . 

18 CRO, fol. 112v: ". . . the whtson playes made by a monke of Ches te r 
Abbay . . . And the said Rondoll the author in the prolouge before his 
booke of the whitson playes doth shew [the pa r t s each company played ] . " 

19 Ches te r , fol. 18r; CRO, fol. 39v; Har l . 1948, fol. 64r; and Lysons, 
BMAdd . 9442, fol. 295r, respec t ive ly . 

20 See Sa l te r , The " T r i a l and Flagel la t ion" with Other Studies in the Ches ter 
Cycle, ed. W.W. Greg (Oxford, Malone Society, 1935), pp. 6-13, for a 
d i scuss ion of the amalgamat ion and division of the play. 
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21 Note the lengthier descr ip t ion near the end of CRO. 

22 MDC, p. 57. Sal ter c la ims that Holmes , the t r a n s c r i b e r of the accounts , 
added the note about the c r i e r ; however, s ince the ent i re sequence of 
accounts is in Holmes ' hand, it is impossible to a t t r ibute the note to him. 

23 Ches te r Arch ives , Assembly F i l e s , A / F / 3 , fol. 25r; Har l . 2173, fol. 
107v. 

24 Ches te r Arch ives , Mayors Book M / B / 1 9 , fol. 52r. Leonard Powlick 
a rgues that the mansion under dispute was actually used for mercan t i l e 
purposes r a t h e r than for viewing the plays; but, r e g a r d l e s s of the purpose 
of the mansion, its location would indicate that the plays stopped in Bridge 
S t ree t . See "The Staging of the Ches te r Cycle: An Al ternat ive T h e o r y , " 
Thea t re Survey, 12 (1971), 132-33. 

Alan H. Nelson has argued that while "mansion" r e fe r s to a locus in 
the d rama , "mansion" in legal par lance r e fe r s to a house or a hal l . He 
c i tes the Webster case and the re fe rence to the "doore" in the Banns 
continuation (Ches te r , fol. 21v) as evidence that the plays were per formed 
indoors during the la te r y e a r s of pe r formance . See "Configurations of 
Staging in Medieval English Drama , " in Medieval English Drama , ed. 
J e r o m e Taylor and Alan H. Nelson (Chicago, Universi ty of Chicago P r e s s , 
1972), pp. 130-31. However, a legal dispute over pos ses s ion of a 
"mansion" for c o m m e r c i a l purposes apparent ly outside a dwelling is 
r e co rded on 2 October 1571 (Ches ter Arch ives , M / B / 2 0 , fol. 49r) . A 
"mans ion" may, therefore , be a s tal l or t empora ry s t r uc tu r e . The 
evidence cited in the text above and in note 26 for the i t ine ra ry of the 
plays and for a s t ruc tu re over the Abbey Gates a rgues for p rocess iona l 
staging throughout the per iod. The suggestion that to any who "disdayne" 
to see the plays "open is the doore" may ei ther be a colloquial express ion 
or it may possibly mean that the Banns continuation was read in c a m e r a 
before the mayor a n d / o r the ecc les i a s t i ca l officials of the city. 

25 Powlick, "Staging, " a rgues that the plays were per formed at a fixed 
location on the Roodee (137 ff. ) and that they cer ta in ly would not have 
been pe r fo rmed before the Abbey Gates because of pos t -Reformat ion 
ecc le s i a s t i ca l opposition (129-30). The r eco rds prove o therwise . In 
1572 the Coopers spent two shil l ings "at the brengeng vp of yt [the 
C a r r i a g e ] to the m e n s t e r gatte for cordes & penes to set te vp the 
howsyuge of the ca ryghe" (fol. 3r) . The T r e a s u r e r of the Dean and 
Chapter of Ches te r Cathedral d i sbursed 6s . 8d. "for a brode clothe 
againste the witson p l e a e s " and 6s . "for a b a r e l l of b e r e to yeue to the 
p l e a r e s to make them to d r inke" in 1567; 8s . for the same in 1572 as 
well as 6s . "for the hyre of a clothe for the mansyon ouer the g a t e s " 
(pp. 52, 120). Sa l te r , MDC, p. 73, and Joseph C. Br idge , "The Ches te r 
Mirac le P lays , " Journa l of the Ches ter Archaeological and His tor ic 
Society, n. s. , IX (1903), 97, pr in t the re levant r e c o r d s . I wish to thank 
Mr A. Edwards , s teward of the Coopers ' guild, and Canon J a r m a n , 
Ches te r Cathedral , for allowing me to look at the MSS in their possess ion 
and to pr int these exce rp t s . 

26 MDC, pp. 64-72. 

Ear ly English Stages (London, 1959), I, 171-4. 
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28 P r o f e s s o r s R. M. Lumiansky, with whom I spoke pr ivate ly , and Alan H. 
Nelson, in his a r t i c l e , "Six-wheeled C a r t s : An Underview, " Technology 
and Cul ture , 13 (1972), 415-6, independently came to the same con­
clusion. 

29 Hugh Gyllam was admit ted to the company in 1537 and Richard Calley 
in 1544. See The Rolls of the F r e e m e n of the City of Ches ter , P a r t I: 
1392-1700, ed. J. H. E. Bennett , The Record Society for the Publication 
of Original Documents Relating to Lancash i re and Chesh i re , 51 (1906), 
pp. 21 , 42. In 1575 the guild "spend apon Thomas m a r s e r to get him to 
pleay ij " (fol. 7v). 

30 Sal ter believed that the payment to c a r r y Herod ' s clothes was to a page 
who held up the king's t ra in . See MDC, pp. 78-9. 

31 Greg , Tr i a l , p. 166, reads " s t a y e s " for " s t ages" ; however, the 
descende r s of David's " g ' s " curve to the left, whereas those of his " y ' s " 
a r e t e rmina ted by a sharp diagonal upwards to the right. The bowl of the 
"g" is only par t ia l ly c losed at the top and this undoubtedly led Greg to 
m i s r e a d it as "y. " 

32 Late T r e a s u r e r ' s accounts exist for 1554-5, 1555-6, 1558-9, 1563-4, 
1564-5, 1568-9, 1571-2, 1 5 7 4 - 5 ( 7 ) . The date of the las t may be 
1575-6. 

33 F o r dates of per formance of the plays , see my a r t i c l e , "The Chester 
P l ays : F requency of P e r f o r m a n c e , " Theat re Survey, 14 (1973), 46-
58. 

34 Ches te r Arch ives , Assembly F i l e s , A / F / 3 , fol. 25r. 

35 Ches te r B reva ry , fol. 23v. R o g e r s ' a s s e r t i o n s eems to be genera l ly 
t rue for pos t -Reformat ion pe r fo rmances . The guild accounts do not 
show expenditure on both the m i d s u m m e r show and the Whitsun plays , 
with the exception of 1568, in any of the yea r s in which we know the 
plays were per formed. See the Smi ths ' m i d s u m m e r expenses for 1568 
(Harl . 2054, fol. 19r) and for the plays (18r-18v). 

36 See the stage d i rec t ions , for example, at 5. 152, 6,440 and 8. 112. 



NOTES TO APPENDIX 

Chester Harley 1944 

1 and playes of C h e s t e r ] in Chest: yearelye the i re vsed and of the 
playes in Ches te r : 

2 pagiantes J pagiantes or pa r t e s 

3 the companyes J the number of the Companyes 

4 And J And yere lye 

5 man J man fitted for the purpose 

6 bree i fe . J breife which was called the readinge of the banes . 

7 to] to the 

8 so] soe all 

9 and ] and in 

10 from one p l a c e ] om, 

11 and so before the seconde was gone the thirde came, and so tell] 
and so the th i rde , and so order ly till 

12 god. ] god and 

13 that J om. 

14 moste ] om. 

15 This sentence is c ro s sed through and difficult to read in Ches te r ; it is 
omitted in Har l 1944. 

16 & parson of Gawsworth ] added in a la ter hand in Harley 1948. 


