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THE CORPUS CHRISTI PLAY OF WAKEFIELD: A NEW LOOK 

AT THE WAKEFIELD BURGESS COURT RECORDS 

By J E A N F O R R E S T E R and A. C. CAWLEY 

The only known r e f e r e n c e s to the Corpus C h r i s t i p lay of Wakefie ld 
a r e in the second and th i rd of the four Wakefie ld B u r g e s s Cour t 
r e c o r d s t r a n s c r i b e d and f i r s t publ i shed by J . W. W a l k e r , F . S . A . , 
and da ted by h im 1533, 1554 [ 1 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] , 1 556 and 1579 (Appendix 
IV). ' The p u r p o s e of th is a r t i c l e is to r e - e x a m i n e the second and 
t h i r d B u r g e s s Cour t r e c o r d s in the light of r e c e n t d i s c o v e r i e s . 

In the L e e d s City A r c h i v e s at S h e e p s c a r L i b r a r y , L e e d s , 
a r e kept s o m e of the p a p e r s of W . H . B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n , F . S . A . 
(of Cuswor th P a r k , D o n c a s t e r ) , the f o r m e r owner of the o r ig ina l 
B u r g e s s Cour t documen t s which cannot now be t r a c e d . In the 
B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n Col lec t ion ( B W / M / B o x 19) is a copy in B a t t i e -
W r i g h t s o n ' s handwr i t ing of the Wakefield B u r g e s s Cour t r e c o r d 
for 1556. A f a c s i m i l e of a p a r t of th i s is g iven in Appendix I I . 3 

M r . W a l k e r ' s p a p e r s , which he bequea thed to the Y o r k s h i r e 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Soc ie ty , L e e d s , include a pho tograph of the o r ig ina l 
document containing i t ems 1-30 of the 1554 [ 1 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] r e c o r d 
(Appendix I), t o g e t h e r with his m a n u s c r i p t copy of a l l four B u r g e s s 
Cour t r e c o r d s (Appendix III). 

1. W a l k e r ' s m a n u s c r i p t copy of the B u r g e s s Cour t r e c o r d s 

P a p e r s h e e t s . W a l k e r ' s copy has a t i t l e - p a g e on which is 
w r i t t e n : "The B u r g e s s C o u r t s , Wakefield / 1533 / 1554 / 1556 / 
1557 / The P r o c e e d i n g s of the B u r g e s s Cour t s at Wakefield / for 
the y e a r s 1533, 1554, 1556, 1557 / w e r e copied f rom the o r i g ina l s 
on p a p e r / 16|- inches long by 12-j inches wide / lent to m e by 
W . H . B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n E s q . F . S . A . / Cuswor th P a r k , D o n c a s t e r / 
Dec . 1901. J . W . W a l k e r . " 

This d e s c r i p t i o n m a y be c o m p a r e d with that which is g iven 
by W a l k e r at the end of h i s t r a n s c r i p t i o n of the 1554 [ 1 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] 
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r e c o r d : " T r a n s c r i b e d f rom the o r ig ina l lent to m e by Mr Ba t t l e 
W r i g h t s o n of Cuswor th P a r k , D o n c a s t e r , Dec . 1901. w r i t t e n on 
p a p e r , 2 s h e e t s , 16^ inches long by 12 inches wide , m u c h t o r n 
and ea ten (? r a t s o r m ice ) on the r ight hand m a r g i n . The l e t t e r 
ing is m u c h faded and r a t h e r difficult to r e a d . " 

P a r c h m e n t ro l l . At the end of the 1579 r e c o r d , over a wavy 
l ine which h a s been p a r t l y e r a s e d , is w r i t t e n in W a l k e r ' s hand: 
" [ T h i s ve rd i c t is w r i t t e n in a v e r y c l e a r and legib le hand on a ro l l 
of p a r c h m e n t 67 inches long and 12^ inches wide , c o m p o s e d of 
t h r e e s k i n s , in v e r y good p r e s e r v a t i o n , ] and was lent to m e by 
W . H . B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n E s q . of Cuswor th P a r k , D o n c a s t e r , whose 
Ba t t i e a n c e s t o r s l ived in Wakefield in the 17th cent . 
Dec . 1901. John W. W a l k e r . ] " 

It a p p e a r s f rom the above d e s c r i p t i o n s that the r e c o r d s for 
1533, 1554 [ 1 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] , 1556 and 1557 w e r e w r i t t e n on p a p e r s h e e t s , 
and that the 1579 r e c o r d was p r e s e r v e d on a p a r c h m e n t r o l l . 
T h e r e is no r eady explana t ion of the r e f e r e n c e (twice) to a 1557 
r e c o r d on the t i t l e - p a g e p r eced ing W a l k e r ' s copy. It can h a r d l y 
be an e r r o r for 1579, in view of W a l k e r ' s own s t a t e m e n t that the 
1557 r e c o r d was one of those w r i t t e n on p a p e r s h e e t s , whi le the 
1579 r e c o r d was on a ro l l of p a r c h m e n t . P o s s i b l y t h e r e once 
ex i s t ed a r e c o r d for 1557 which W a l k e r omi t t ed to t r a n s c r i b e 
(cf. be low, p . 110). 

Handwr i t ing . The r e c o r d s for 1533 and 1554 [ 1 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] a r e 
copied in a m o r e f o r m a l , c o p p e r p l a t e s ty le of handwr i t ing than 
those for 1556 and 1579, which a r e in a m o r e m a t u r e and flowing 
hand. It m a y be i n f e r r e d f rom th i s change of s ty le that the r e c o r d s 
for 1533 and 1554 [1559/60] , if they a r e in W a l k e r ' s hand, w e r e 
copied e a r l i e r than those for 1556 and 1579. M o r e o v e r , the wr i t ing 
on the t i t l e - p a g e (with the s i g n a t u r e " J . W. Wa lke r " ) is c lo se in 
s ty le to the handwr i t ing of the d e s c r i p t i v e notes at the end of the 
r e c o r d s for 1554 [1559/60] and 1579 and to tha t of i t ems 23-27 
which a r e w r i t t e n on page 4a for i n s e r t i o n into the 1556 r e c o r d 
(Appendix III). If the handwr i t ing can be used as ev idence , it is 
l ikely that i t e m s 23-27 w e r e copied at a d i f ferent t i m e f rom the 
r e s t of the e n t r i e s for 1556. 

2. The r e c o r d for 1556 

B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n ' s copy. The date of th is copy is not c e r t a i n 
but p r e s u m a b l y it was m a d e be fo re 1901, in which y e a r W . H . 
B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n 4 lent the o r ig ina l r e c o r d s to W a l k e r , who m a y 
s t i l l have had t h e m in h i s p o s s e s s i o n in 1924, 
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In r e l a t i o n to the p lay , t h e r e a r e two notable d i f fe rences 
be tween B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n ' s copy and that m a d e by W a l k e r : 

(1) B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n has "to gyve fur the the s p e c h e s of the 
s a m e in E a s t e r h o l y d a i e s " (Appendix II, i t em 21), while W a l k e r 
h a s " to gyve fur the the s p e c h e s of the s a m e in a f t e r h o l y d a y e s " 
(Appendix III, 1556, i t em 22; IV, 1556, i t em 6). 

(2) B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n ' s copy does not include the five o the r 
i t e m s r e l a t i ng to the p e r f o r m a n c e and e x p e n s e s of the Corpus 
C h r i s t i p lay which a r e given by Walke r ( see be low) . 

W a l k e r ' s copy. In W a l k e r ' s m a n u s c r i p t copy the five i t e m s 
(Appendix III, 1556, i t e m s 23-27) not in B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n ' s 
t r a n s c r i p t a r e w r i t t e n on a s e p a r a t e page (4a) under the heading 
" M i c h a e l m a s 1556, " 6 with an indica t ion in the left m a r g i n on p . 4 
("4a to c o m e in h e r e " ) that they a r e to be i n s e r t e d be tween i t em 22 
and i t em 28. In h i s p r i n t e d v e r s i o n , the s ix p lay i t e m s (22-27) a r e 
t r a n s f e r r e d to a new pos i t ion (Appendix IV, 1556, i t e m s 6-11) , 
p e r h a p s b e c a u s e i t em 5 is c o n c e r n e d with " w a y t e s " ( m u s i c i a n s ) , 
who W a l k e r m a y have thought w e r e connec ted with the p lay . He 
e l s e w h e r e shows his e d i t o r i a l z ea l for grouping t o g e t h e r i t e m s 
c o n c e r n e d with the play ( see be low, p.112). 

It wil l be s een that B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n ' s copy and W a l k e r ' s 
m a n u s c r i p t copy have the s a m e i t e m s in the s a m e o r d e r if W a l k e r ' s 
i t em 21 and i t e m s 23-27 a r e r e m o v e d . W a l k e r ' s copy m a k e s it 
c l e a r that he has i n s e r t e d f rom a n o t h e r s o u r c e the five add i t iona l 
i t e m s r e l a t i ng to the p lay , and that he has done th i s for the p u r p o s e 
of grouping the six play i t e m s t o g e t h e r . W a l k e r ' s s o u r c e for 
t h e s e i t e m s is unknown (desp i te the heading " M i c h a e l m a s 1556"), 
un les s indeed it was the 1557 r e c o r d which W a l k e r l i s t s on the 
t i t l e - p a g e of his m a n u s c r i p t copy, but does not in fact t r a n s c r i b e . 

T r a n s c r i p t i o n . A p a r t f rom the " E a s t e r / a f t e r " v a r i a t i o n noted 
above , t h e r e a r e o the r v e r b a l or spel l ing v a r i a t i o n s be tween the 
two m a n u s c r i p t copies of the 1556 r e c o r d : 

B a t t i e - W r i g h t s on W a l k e r 

I t em 11 

I t em 21 

t e n e m e n t s 

m y d s o m r 

occupat ion 

Corpus XXI 

I tem 1 7 

I t em 22 

tennan ts 

m y d s o n d 7 

occupac ion 

Corpus C h r i s t i 
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doinge doynge 

I t em 24 Otes I tem 30 Oles 

As at l e a s t one of B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n ' s r e a d i n g s ( " t e n e m e n t s " ) is 
wrong , one cannot be s u r e of the a c c u r a c y of his " E a s t e r " r ead ing 
( i t em 21). Equa l ly , howeve r , W a l k e r ' s " m y d s o n d " and " O l e s " 
a r e wrong , so that the a c c u r a c y of his " a f t e r " read ing is a l s o 
ca l l ed in ques t ion . 

3 . The r e c o r d for 1554 f l 559 /60 l 

Da te . On the photograph of i t e m s 1-30 of the 1554 [ 1 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] 
r e c o r d (Appendix I) Wakefie ld is not named in the heading and the 
y e a r is i l l eg ib l e . In W a l k e r ' s m a n u s c r i p t copy the " 4 " of "1554" 
is under l ined and t h e r e is a ques t ion m a r k on the r igh t ; h o w e v e r , 
in the p r i n t e d v e r s i o n th i s ques t ion m a r k has not b e e n r e p r o d u c e d . 

The y e a r 1554 is c e r t a i n l y wrong ; a date not e a r l i e r than 
1559/60 can be e s t a b l i s h e d f rom the r e f e r e n c e to the " h e y r e s of 
Ot tes S a g e r , " i. e. to Saga r a f te r h is dea th (Appendix III, 1554 
[ 1 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] , i t em 37; IV, 1554 [1559 /60] , i t em 38). Ot tes (Otes , 
Otho, Othonius) S a g a r was v i c a r of Warmf i e ld f rom 8 June 1519 
(Archb i shop W o l s e y ' s R e g i s t e r , f. 4 3 . 7) to 1559/60 . T h e r e is a 
r e f e r e n c e in the 1556 r e c o r d to "Otes S a g a r c l e r k e " 8 whi le he was 
s t i l l a l i ve . He l ived at l e a s t unti l Novemb er 1559, for he then 
p e r s o n a l l y handed over the deeds of a gift of land to the Burn l ey 
F r e e School (W. Benne t t , A H i s t o r y of Burn l ey G r a m m a r School , 
p . 10). It is r e c o r d e d in the Dean and C h a p t e r Act Book, f. 5v, a t 
York M i n s t e r L i b r a r y , tha t p r o b a t e was given to the e x e c u t o r s of 
O t i A g r e , la te v i c a r of W a r m f i e l d , on 4 D e c e m b e r 1560. 

M o r e o v e r , da t e s of p r o b a t e o r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n have been 
found r e l a t i ng to s e v e r a l o the r p e r s o n s n a m e d in the 1554 [1559/ 
60] r e c o r d . The e a r l i e s t of t h e s e da te s is that of E d w a r d P r y n s e 
( P r o b a t e 20 J a n u a r y 1561, Y . A . S . R . S . 14, p . 204), p roving that 
i t em 32 in W a l k e r ' s m a n u s c r i p t and p r in t ed t r a n s c r i p t i o n s of th is 
r e c o r d -

I t em we o r d e r & a poynt be k e p e r of pe ovt vod John Smythe 
John r e m e n t o n e d v a r d p r y n s e &: R o b e r d to t te to be o v e r s e e r s 
for be Comon In . . . ,,,r „ , • t \ 

(Walker s m a n u s c r i p t copy) 

m u s t have been e n t e r e d be fo re J a n u a r y 1561. 
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In the light of the above ev idence the a l l eged 1554 r e c o r d 
can be da ted 1559/60 and, m o s t p robab ly , 1560. 

O r d e r of i t e m s r e l a t ing to the Corpus C h r i s t i play. In W a l k e r ' s 
m a n u s c r i p t copy of the 1554 [1559/60] r e c o r d t h e r e a r e two i t e m s 
(36 and 40) c o n c e r n e d with the play (Appendix III, 1554 [ l 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] ) . 
In his p r i n t e d v e r s i o n he b r i n g s t h e m t o g e t h e r a s i t e m s 36 and 37 
(Appendix IV, 1554 [ 1 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] ) . 

T r a n s c r i p t i o n . T h e r e a r e at l e a s t two e r r o r s c o m m o n to the 
m a n u s c r i p t copy and p r i n t e d v e r s i o n : "novod" ( i t em 15) 9 for "no 
vod [no wood J" and "godebovre s c o l l e " ( i tem 23) 9 for "godebovre 
s t e l l e [ s t i l e ] . " F o r the c o r r e c t r ead ings see Appendix I, 13 and 
27 l ines f rom the bo t tom of the page . 

It m a y be a l s o noted h e r e that W a l k e r ' s m a n u s c r i p t copy does 
not a lways a g r e e with his p r i n t e d v e r s i o n , and tha t the l a t t e r is 
s o m e t i m e s c l e a r l y wrong : 

MS copy P r i n t e d v e r s i o n 

I t em 16 

I t em 18 

I t em 36 

I t em 40 

hover (hour) 

h o v e r s (hours) 

Corpus Xpy 

befo (o u n d e r 
lined) 

Co pus Xpi 

a Counts 

t o [ v n ] 

eiDe 

I t em 

I tem 

I t em 

I t em 

16 

18 

36 

3 7 

hoven (oven) 

hovens (ovens) 

Corpus Xty 

be fo re 

C o r p u s Xt i 

a Count 

toun 

e v e r y e 

The c o r r e c t n e s s of " h o v e r ( s ) " in W a l k e r ' s m a n u s c r i p t copy can be 
e s t a b l i s h e d by r e f e r e n c e to Appendix I, 22 and 26 l ines f r o m the 
bo t tom of the page . 

To s u m up: the foregoing examina t ion of B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n ' s 
copy of the 1556 r e c o r d and of W a l k e r ' s m a n u s c r i p t and p r i n t e d 
copies of the 1556 and 1554 [ 1 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] r e c o r d s ind ica tes that none 
of the cop ies is a l t o g e t h e r a c c u r a t e . It is unfor tunate t h e r e f o r e 
tha t , a p a r t f r o m the pho tograph of i t e m s 1-30 of the o r ig ina l 1554 
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[ l 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] documen t , we a r e e n t i r e l y dependent upon the text of 
t h e s e c o p i e s . H o w e v e r , fu ture r e p r i n t s of the B u r g e s s C o u r t 
r e c o r d s conta in ing r e f e r e n c e s to the Corpus C h r i s t i play of 
Wakefield wi l l be m o r e r e l i a b l e if 

(1) the Y . A . S . p r i n t e d v e r s i o n is co l la ted both with the 
pho tograph of i t e m s 1-30 of the o r ig ina l 1554 [ 1 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] document 
and with the B a t t i e - W r i g h t s o n and W a l k e r m a n u s c r i p t cop ies of the 
B u r g e s s Cour t r e c o r d s for 1556 and 1554 [ 1 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] ; 

(2) the f i r s t of the s ix p lay i t e m s in the p r i n t e d 1556 r e c o r d 
is r e s t o r e d to i ts o r ig ina l pos i t ion , and the following five play 
i t e m s c l e a r l y m a r k e d a s an i n s e r t i o n of u n c e r t a i n o r ig in ; 

(3) the a l l eged 1554 r e c o r d is given its c o r r e c t date of 1559/ 
60 and p l aced a f t e r the r e c o r d for 1556; 

(4) the second of the two play i t ems in the p r i n t e d 1554 
[ 1 5 5 9 / 6 0 ] r e c o r d is changed back to i ts o r ig ina l pos i t ion . 
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Grateful acknowledgments a r e due to the Yorksh i re Archaeological Society 
and to the T rus t ee s of the late Lady Isabella Georgiana Katherine Ba t t i e -
Wrightson for p e r m i s s i o n to t r a n s c r i b e and publish the manuscr ip t 
m a t e r i a l in this a r t i c l e . 

1 J . W . Walker , Miscel lanea, II, Yorkshi re Archaeological Society, Record 
S e r i e s 74 (1929), pp. 16-32. It is shown l a t e r in this a r t i c l e that the ro l l 
dated 1554 by Walker cannot, on the evidence, be e a r l i e r than 1559/60. 

2 This a r t i c l e is based on the investigations of M r s . Jean F o r r e s t e r , F o r 
further detai ls see Jean F o r r e s t e r , Wakefield Mystery P lays and the 
Burges s Court Reco rds : A New Discovery (Ossett , Yorksh i re , 1974). 

3 Ba t t i e -Wrigh tson ' s copy of the 1556 record was d iscovered by M r s . 
F o r r e s t e r , after th ree months of intensive searching in archive deposi t 
o r i e s , in the Bat t ie -Wrightson Collection at the Sheepscar L ib ra ry . 

4 The Pre face to Miscel lanea, II, gives the name of the Wrightson who lent 
the original r eco rds to Walker as "Mr. J. Bat ty-Wrightson. " The 
c o r r e c t initials and spelling of the name a r e given by Walker on the t i t l e -
page of his manusc r ip t copy of the Burgess Court r e co rds (see above, 
p.108). 

5 In 1924, when Walker gave his inaugural lec ture to the Wakefield 
Hi s to r i ca l Society on "Wakefield Town Life in the 15th and 16th Centur ies , " 
he told his audience: "I have pa r t i cu l a r s of these Burgess Courts for the 
y e a r s 1533, 1554, 1556 and 1579- " These words do not of course prove 
that Walker st i l l had the original documents in his possess ion in 1924. 
When A. C. Cawley wrote to Mr. Walker on 5 Apr i l 1951, Walke r ' s reply 
(dated 7 Apri l ) included the following sentence: "Mr. Bat t ie -Wrightson 
is dead and I have t r i ed to find out who now has these Burgess Court 
P roceed ings , but nothing is now known of them, so whether they were 
sold on his death with other things, or have been lost , I do not know. It 
i s , however, no good writing the re [i. e. to Cusworth P a r k ] , as I have 
done, and l e t t e r s have been re turned . " Mr. Walker was right in be l iev
ing that further efforts to get in touch with the Bat t ie -Wrightson family 
would prove to be in vain. The Bat t ie -Wrightson papers were deposited 
in the Leeds City Archives in 1952 by the T rus t ee s of the Late Lady 
Isabella G.K. Bat t ie -Wrightson after the death of Rober t Cecil Ba t t i e -
Wrightson; some yea r s la te r other papers were deposi ted in Doncas ter 
Museum, but these have now been t r a n s f e r r e d to Doncas ter L ib ra ry . 
Enqui r ies at these th ree places es tabl ished that the or iginals of the 
Burgess Court r e co rds could not be found. If the original documents 
s t i l l exis t , it s eems possible that they a r e in the hands of a pr ivate 
co l lec tor , 

6 This heading is not reproduced in the pr inted vers ion (Appendix IV, 
1556). It is suggested above (p. 109) that these five i tems were copied 
at a different t ime from the other en t r ies for 1556. 

7 See Appendix IV, 1556. The same readings a r e given in Walker ' s 
manuscr ip t copy. 
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8 Walker wrongly has "Oles" for "Otes" (see above, p.111). 

9 Not included in the ext rac t from the 1554 [1559/60] r eco rd in Appendices 
III and IV. 



\ A P P E N D I C E S 

In the following append ices the one surv iv ing p r i m a r y document 
(the photograph of i t ems 1-30 of the 1554 [1559/60] B u r g e s s Cour t 
r e c o r d ) has b e e n put f i r s t . This is followed by e x t r a c t s f rom the 
m a n u s c r i p t copies of the 1556 and 1554 [1559/60] r e c o r d s , and 
finally by e x t r a c t s f rom the p r in t ed v e r s i o n of the s a m e r e c o r d s . 
The e x t r a c t s a r e l imi ted to the pages containing r e f e r e n c e s to the 
Corpus C h r i s t i p lay. The individual i t ems in the r e c o r d s a r e 
n u m b e r e d for convenient r e f e r e n c e . 
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APPENDIX I 

Photograph of items 1-30 of the original Burgess Court record 

for 1554 [1559/60] 

(Yorkshire Archaeological Society MS 813) 
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1554 [1559/60] 
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APPENDIX II 

Extract fr om W. H. Battie-Wrightson's copy of the 1556 Burgess 

Court record (items 14-24) 

(Battie-Wrightson Collection, BW/M/Box 19, 

Leeds City Archives) 



\ 



1556 

15 . | 

16, 

19} 

£ fUUyfc* 

TfcaU^ 4* 1Lr Mr X~-U~&*~ ~ ?*~^£~S~~ 

0fc* it^l^^r -Jtztik fhtu/yt, j^CUc A*** -fen?**- A*£UJt 

< ^ ~ 7 ^ to**- iff- Mr~6?%?>^; A~JI M~/~!THJI tiCSr-A*^ JtiadcT 

xs 

^fijgtzrdk3L~^/i%ar~ -jf^> 
dy^-=6T^f- . i™ i^*^f^r7r£^. Sa^^L. . y£-

U^t< 

I 
-irS-cXc d*M Me, &*£sL aJ- '& &^*^«- o-^^U^, 

f ' /-I . / 
fo-<- A~<r£ £-0-



..—» _ _ - -\ 

fc Jfc*~ *~M ^^ ^ J^ l^^^r-

To/^ ^s** 4-*^ jr*~~^ J ^^ 

j«#^+ ^ JT^L f ~ urn t^*"* 7 ^ ~^-



A P P E N D I X III 

E x t r a c t s f rom J. W. W a l k e r ' s m a n u s c r i p t copy of the 1556 and 

1554 [1559 /601 B u r g e s s Cour t r e c o r d s ( i t ems 18-28 , 32-40) 

( Y o r k s h i r e A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Society MS 813) 
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A P P E N D I X IV 

E x t r a c t s f rom J . W . W a l k e r ' s p r in ted v e r s i o n of the 1556 and 

1554 [1559 /60 ] B u r g e s s Cour t r e c o r d s ( i t ems 1-22, 24 -39 ) 

( M i s c e l l a n e a , II, Y o r k s h i r e A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Soc ie ty , R e c o r d 

S e r i e s 74 (1929), pp. 21 -22 , 20) 
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1556 

PAYNES LAYDE BY THE BURGES ENQUESTE AT THE 
COURTE KEPTE AT 

1. Wakefelde nexte after the feaste of Saynte Michaell tharch-
anngell in thirde and fourte yeare of the Reignes of oure 
Soveraigne Lorde and Ladye Kinge Philyppe and quene 
Marye 1556. 

2 . Inprimis a payne is sett that everye man that owes any 
moneye for any churche goods which they have boughte at any 
tyme or for anye beynge buryed within the Churche or for anye 
other things perteynynge to the churche that they come in and 
paye the same to thands of the Churche wardens betwixte this 
and maye daye nexte commynge in payne of everye one not so 
dooynge xls. 

3 . Itm a paync is sett that the bellman or his deputye doo ringe 
the eighte of the cloche bell a quarter of an houre everye nighte 
in payne ot everye tyme not so dooynge xijd. 

4 . Itm a payne is sett that the the bellman do kepe the clocke 
and chyme frome hensfurthe with oute anye harmc or breakynge 
of the same throughe theire defaulte, and yf it so channce that 
they to make yt of theyre owne costs-chargs. 

5 . Itm a payne is sett that the waytes of the towne goo everye 
mornyngc aswcll frydaies and sondaics as other dayes in payne of 
every tymc not so doyngc xijd. 

6 . Itm a payne is sett that everye crafte and occupacion doo 
bringe furthe theire pagyaunts of Corpus Christi daye as hathe 
bene heretofore used and to gyve furthe the speches of the same 
in after holydayes in payne of everye one not so doynge to forfett 
xls. 

7 . Itm a payne is sett that everye player be redy in his pagyaunt 
at setled tyme before 5 of ye clocke in ye mornynge in payne of 
every one not so doynge to forfett vjs. viijd. 

8 . Itm a payne is sett yt yc players playc where setlcd and no 
where els in payne of no so doyngc to forfett xxs. 

9 . Itm a payne is sett yt no man goe armed to disturb ye 
playe or hinder ye procession in paync of evcrye one so doynge 
vjs. viijd. 

1 0 . Itm a paync is sett yt everye man shall leave hys weapons att 
hys home or att hys ynnc in paync not so doyngc vjs. viijd. 

1 1 . Ye summe of ye cxpens of ye Cherche mester for ye Corpus 
Christi playe xvijs. xd. 
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Item payd to ye preste xijd. 
Itm payd to ye mynstrells xxd. 
Itm payd to ye mynstrells of Corpus Christi playe iijs. ivd. 
Itm payd for ye Corpus Christi playe & ye wrytynge of ye 

spechys for yt iijs. viijd. 
Itm payd for ye Baner for ye mynstrells vjs. viijd. 
Itm payd for ye ryngyng ye same day vjd. 
Itm payd for garlonds on Corpus Christi day xijd. 

1 2 . Itm a payne is sett that everye man do make the pavement 
anenste his house on thissyde and before the feaste of Seynte 
Michaell tharchangell nexte commynge in payne of everye not so 
doynge xls. 

1 3 . Itm a payne is sett that the baylye do see the fyshe shamells 
furneshed with fyshe or they do sett oute anye bords in the markett 
in payne of everye tyme of the baylye not so doynge iijs. iiijd. 

1 4 . Itm a payne is sett that everye man do skoure the fyshe 
shamells so farre as his grounde goethe everye weke once in payne 
of everye one not so doynge xijd. 

1 5 . Itm a payne is sett that no man nor woman do goo in to the 
feelds to bye anye vytalls or annye kinde of other stufs commynge 
to the markett in payne of every tyme so doynge ijs. 

1 6 . Itm a payne is sett that everye man within this towne and 
parishe puttinge anye swyne into the oute woode or any other 
place aboute this towne doo ringe theire sayde swyne before Sondaye 
nexte in payne of every one so taken unringed after ye saide daye 
xijd. 

1 7 . Itm a payne is sett yt everye man yt haithe anyc tennants 
of theire baksyds do putt thcym awaye betwixtc this and mydsond 
nexte and yt they kepe no suche tennants frome hensfurthe in 
payne of everyc tyme so founde vjs. viijd. 

1 8 . Itm a payne is sett that the Bochers do putt no fatt shepc 
nor fatt beasts on the common frome hensfurthe in payne of 
everye tymc so taken vjs. viijd. 

1 9 . Itm a payne is sett that no maner person or persons laye any 
Caryon at any ende of the towne or in anye common bye waye 
aboute this towne but that they cause the same to be buryed in 
some convenyente place : for corruptynge of the towne in payne 
of everye one not so doinge iijs. iiijd. 

2 0 . Itm a payne is sett that neyther man nor woman frome 
hensfurthe washe anye clothes woole puddynges nor anye other 
kynds of things in the waver* in paync of everye one so doynge 
iijs. iiijd. 

2 1 . Itm a payne is sett that the Cuppers frome hcncefurthc shall 
gett no claye within viij yeards of the hye waye syde in payne of 
everye tyme so doynge ijs. 

2 2 . Itm a payne is sett of everye housholder frome hensfurthe 

* Waver : The public watering troughs in The Springs, Houth of the old 
Vicarage. 
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passage there wt horse or Cattell at anne tyme of ye yere In payn 
of everye tyme so doynge, 6s. 8d. 

2 4 . Itm a payn ys layd yt everye burgessus or other In Abetans 
shall payve ye strete from ye Channell to ye medyll of ye pament 
before ys & medsom . . next In payn of 40s. 

2 5 . Itm a payn ys layd yt no buchers shall ddr thayr sheppe or 
calfe skenes appon ye sabbot day be fore diuine servyce be don 
In payn of everye on so doynge, 3s. 4d. 

2 6. Itm a payn is layed yt ye vecar shall fynde a Comon bull & 
bore yerle from tyme to tyme In payn of, 40s. 

2 7 . Itm a payn ys layed yt none shall lay no Carreon In ye suane 
lane or at anne of ye towne ends wt In 6 hunderet foute In payn of 
everye ofi so doynge 

og Itm a payh ys layed that no man shall kepe too meassurs yt 
ys to say oh too bye wt and on othere to sell wt but to kepe oh 
law full messure in payne of everye oh so doynge, 40s. 

2 9 . Itm a payn ys layd yt no man shall suffer anne Corn to be set 
uppe In yar housses in ye merket tyme or vekeday but to brenge 
yt furthe to ye merket In payn of everye on so doynge 6s. 8d. 

3 0. Itm a payn ys layd yt no man shall suffer anny fesshers to set 
uppe anne fyshe In yar housses In ye merket tyme but to brenge 
yt to ye merket In payn of everye on, 6s. 8d. 

3 j Itm a payn ys layd yt no man shall put any Swyne In ye oute 
wod unrenged In payn of everye on so doynge to pay for everye 
swyne, 6d. 

3 2 . Itm we order & a poynt ye Kepers of ye outwod John Smythe 
John rementon edvard prynse & Roberd totte to be overseers for 
ye Comon I n . . . . 

3 3 . Itm a payn ys layd yt ye burgessus of ye town shall dryve ye 
oute wod cverye quertei" of ye yere once In payn of cverye on not 
so doynge to pay (id. 

3 4 . Itm a payn is layd yt no man shall take anny gyest horse In 
to ye out wod In payn of everye on so doynge to pay 10s. 

3 5 . Itm a payn is layd yt no man shall put anne horse or other 
bestes In to ye oute wod except he Come to ye Kep to have the 
wod born set appon & ye Kep to tayke nothynge for burnynge of 
tham In payn of everye best so taken to pay 6d. 

3 6 . Itm a payn is layd yt gyles Dolleffe shall brenge In or Causse 
to be broght ye regenall (original) of Corpus Xty play before ys 
& wytsonday In pane 

3 7. Itm a payn ys layde yt ye mesters of ye Corpus Xti playe 
shall Come & mayke thayre a Count before ye gentyllmen & 
burgessus of ye toun before this & may day next In payn of everye 
on not so doyngc, 20s. 

3 8 . Itm a payn ys layd yt ye hcyrcs of ottes Sager shall not 
Stoppe yc hey way betwyxe ye swaine lane & Maudelen Chappell In 
payn, xl; [s.]. 

3 9 # Itm a payh ys layd yt everye man shall mayke uppe thayrc 


