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THE BEGINNING: ENGLISH DICTIONARIES 

OF THE FIRST HALF OF 

THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 

By JAMES A. RIDDELL 

In A Wor ld of E r r o r s D i s c o v e r e d in the New World of Words (1673), 
T h o m a s Blount e x c o r i a t e d E d w a r d Ph i l l i p s for the l a t t e r ' s thef ts 
( including thefts of s o m e m i s t a k e s ) f rom Bloun t ' s own d i c t i ona ry , 
G l o s s o g r a p h i a (1656). If the publ ic e x p o s u r e e m b a r r a s s e d P h i l l i p s , 
howeve r , it did not e m b a r r a s s h i m so much that he felt c o n s t r a i n e d 
to p r e v e n t fu r the r edi tons of h i s d i c t i ona ry , a l though he did c o r r e c t 
a few of the m i s t a k e s that Blount had not iced. ' H e n r y C o c k e r a m , 
who an teda ted P h i l l i p s a s a p l a g i a r i s t in the l ex i cog raph ic field by 
s o m e th i r t y - f i ve y e a r s , was to some d e g r e e luck ie r . None of his 
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s was sufficiently ou t raged by the extent of h i s 
b o r r o w i n g s ( e r r o r s and all) to condemn h im. The man to whom he 
owed his g r e a t e s t debt, John Bu l loka r , was ap p a ren t l y content to 
ignore C o c k e r a m ' s p l u n d e r i n g s (Bul lokar h imse l f had t aken f r o m 
o t h e r s ) ; indeed, B u l l o k a r ' s s i l ence would s e e m a p p r o p r i a t e , a s a 
r e v i s e r of h i s w o r k was to t ake m a t e r i a l in t u r n f r o m C o c k e r a m . 
It s e e m s that the only voice at a l l r a i s e d in publ ic aga ins t 
C o c k e r a m , however obl iquely, was that of the anonymous au tho r of 
Vindex Angl icus (1644) who, a l though he did not men t ion C o c k e r a m 
by n a m e and did not c o n c e r n h imse l f with anyone ' s b o r r o w i n g s , 
evident ly chose his fo r ty -n ine e x a m p l e s of kinds of w o r d s to be 
expunged f rom the Eng l i sh language a l m o s t e n t i r e l y f r o m H e n r y 
C o c k e r a m ' s E n g l i s h D i c t i o n a r i e (1623); 3 but t h i s , of c o u r s e , did 
not amount to a c o m m e n t upon C o c k e r a m ' s m e t h o d s of compi l ing 
h i s work . The indif ference of C o c k e r a m ' s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s t o w a r d s 
h i s m e t h o d s a s l e x i c o g r a p h e r was a s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e in i t s way a s 
the D i c t i o n a r i e i tself was r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of e a r l y l ex i cograph ic 
m e t h o d s . T h e r e is no ev idence that anyone in the f i r s t half of the 
s even teen th cen tu ry was c o n c e r n e d with the m a n n e r in which 
l e x i c o g r a p h e r s compi led t he i r w o r k s , except the l e x i c o g r a p h e r s 
t h e m s e l v e s , and they did not choose to expla in t h e i r m e t h o d s or 
l i s t t h e i r s o u r c e s for w o r d s . 

C o c k e r a m ' s work , which was the f i r s t Eng l i sh w o r d - b o o k to 
be d i s t ingu i shed by the t e r m "d i c t i ona ry , " was the th i rd and las t 
Eng l i sh d i c t i o n a r y to have i ts in i t ia l ed i t ion pub l i shed in the f i r s t 
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half of the seven teen th cen tu ry , and in scope it is a cu lmina t ion of 
the f i r s t effor ts in Eng l i sh l ex i cography . It and its two a n t e c e d e n t s , 
R o b e r t C a w d r e y ' s Tab le A l p h a b e t i c a l ! (1604) and John B u l l o k a r ' s 
Eng l i sh E x p o s i t o r (1616), have been s tudied in g r e a t e s t de ta i l by 
DeWitt T. S t a r n e s and G e r t r u d e E . Noyes . Al though S t a r n e s 
and Noyes a r e g e n e r a l l y c o r r e c t in t h e i r a s s u m p t i o n s about s o m e 
of the s o u r c e s of the t h r e e e a r l i e s t Eng l i sh d i c t i o n a r i e s , about the 
b o r r o w i n g s that took p lace among those d i c t i o n a r i e s , and thus 
about s o m e e a r l y l e x i c o g r a p h i c m e t h o d s , a good dea l m o r e r e m a i n s 
to be sa id on the m a t t e r . In th is s tudy I sha l l d i s c u s s a n u m b e r of 
s o u r c e s not p r e v i o u s l y a s s o c i a t e d with the e a r l y s e v e n t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y d i c t i o n a r i e s , and, with p a r t i c u l a r r e f e r e n c e to C o c k e r a m ' s 
D i c t i o n a r i e , endeavour to show how c e r t a i n w o r d s w e r e chosen 
f rom the e a r l i e r L a t i n - E n g l i s h d i c t i o n a r i e s , and how non-
l e x i c o g r a p h i c a l w o r k s w e r e employed a s s o u r c e s . Indeed, I intend 
to dea l m o s t l y with Henry C o c k e r a m , whose d i c t i ona ry in a s e n s e 
c o m p r e h e n d e d the work of h i s two p r e d e c e s s o r s ; however , an 
e x a m i n a t i o n of h i s work p r o v e s to be m o s t p ro f i t ab le , I think, 
a f t e r s o m e examina t ion of the d i c t i o n a r i e s of C a w d r e y and B u l l o k a r . 
I sha l l , t h e r e f o r e , d i s c u s s the t h r e e d i c t i o n a r i e s in the o r d e r of 
the da t e s of t h e i r f i r s t publ ica t ion , taking into c o n s i d e r a t i o n s u b 
sequent ed i t ions of a l l t h r e e up to 1650. 

R o b e r t C a w d r e y ' s Tab le A l p h a b e t i c a l ! 

S t a r n e s and Noyes give two definite s o u r c e s for Cawdrey : 
the f i r s t is the " T a b l e " appended to Edmund Coo te ' s Eng l i sh 
Schoole - M a s t e r (1596), which they a r e c e r t a i n l y c o r r e c t in 
ca l l ing " the i m m e d i a t e i n s p i r a t i o n of C a w d r e y " (p. 13); the second 
is T h o m a s T h o m a s ' s D i c t i o n a r i u m l inguae La t inae et A n g l i c a n a e . 
They a l s o point out that Cawdrey often expanded the def ini t ions he 
got f rom Coote by r e f e r r i n g to T h o m a s (p. 16), a p r a c t i c e , in i ts 
g e n e r a l p r i n c i p l e s , tha t was to b e c o m e c o m m o n p l a c e with e a r l y 
l e x i c o g r a p h e r s . 

In addi t ion to t h e s e s o u r c e s for the f i r s t edi t ion of C a w d r e y ' s 
d i c t i o n a r y one m a y add P e t e r B a l e s ' s The Wri t ing S c h o o l e m a s t e r , 
a t r a c t dea l ing with " b r a c h i g r a p h i e " ( i . e . sho r thand) , o r t hog raphy , 
and c a l i g r a p h y . The second po r t i on of B a l e s ' s l i t t le vo lume 
"The O r d e r of O r t h o g r a p h i e , " which c o m p r i s e s m o r e than e leven 
of the book ' s s even teen s i g n a t u r e s , is devoted a l m o s t e n t i r e l y to 
a w o r d - l i s t en t i t l ed "The Tab le for O r t h o g r a p h i e . " B a l e s ' s e n t i r e 
work was l a r g e l y i n s p i r e d by T imothy B r i g h t ' s C h a r a c t e r i e , 
and h i s " T a b l e " is no m o r e than B r i g h t ' s " T a b l e of Eng l i sh W o r d s " 
s l ight ly a l t e r e d and expanded. That Cawdrey is indebted to B a l e s 
can be i l l u s t r a t e d by a few e x a m p l e s taken f rom B a l e s , a l l of 
which do not a p p e a r in C o o t e , 9 and m o s t of which do not a p p e a r 
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in B r i g h t : 

B r igh t 

G r e a s e F a t or 
anoynt 

P e n a l t y P u n i s h 

P e s t e r F i l l 

B a l e s 

Abash . b lush 

Gaie . fine 

Gloze , d i s s e m b l e 

Gnibble . b i t e . 

G r e a s e . fat . 

Mode l l . m e a s u r e 

Noyance . h u r t . 

P e n a l t i e . l oose . 

P e s t e r . fil l . 

Cawdrey , 1604 

Abash , b lush . 

ga i e , fine, t r i m . 

g loze , d i s s e m b l e . 

gnibble , b i t e . 

g r e a s e , fat. 

m o d e l l , m e a s u r e . 

noyance , h u r t . 

pena l t i e , l o s s e . 

p e s t e r , f i l led. 

It is p o s s i b l e that C a w d r e y a l s o went to B r igh t for s o m e w o r d s , 
but the ev idence is s l ight . Of the fo r t y -n ine w o r d s under "G" in 
Cawdrey , 1604, t h e r e a r e four which a p p e a r in B r i g h t , but not in 
B a l e s . Of t h e s e , two ( "Gospe l l " and " G r a v e " ) a r e not defined by 
B r i g h t , and two have def ini t ions l ike B r i g h t ' s , but somewha t f leshed 
out: 

B r i g h t 

G e s t e s Doe 

Guise M a n n e r 

Cawdrey , 1604 

g e s t s , th ings done , or noble 
a c t s of p r i n c e s . 

g u i s e , fashion, shape , c u s t o m e . 

T h r e e o the r of C a w d r e y ' s s o u r c e s can a l s o be men t ioned . 
They a r e : (1) "An expos i t ion of c e r t e i n w o r d s , " appended to 
Nei l H e m m i n g s e n ' s A P o s t i l l , o r Expos i t ion of the G o s p e l s ; 
(2) a s i m i l a r l i s t , "The Exp l i ca t i on of C e r t a i n e W o r d e s , " appended 
both to the tex t of the New T e s t a m e n t by the Eng l i sh Col lege at 
R h e m e s (Rhe ims) and to W i l l i a m F u l k e ' s r e p r i n t i n g of that text 
with his re fu ta t ions of i ts c o m m e n t a r y ; (3) John R a s t e l l ' s An 
Expos i t i on of c e r t a i n e difficult and o b s c u r e w o r d s , and T e r m e s of 
the L a we s of th i s R e a l m e . '2 The nine w o r d s under the l e t t e r " I " 
in H e m m i n g s e n i l l u s t r a t e C a w d r e y ' s b o r r o w i n g s f r o m that s o u r c e , 
which , it h a p p e n s , p rov ide m a n y of the longes t def ini t ions to be 
found in the Tab le A l p h a b e t i c a l ! : 
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H e m m i n g s e n 

I m p e d i m e n t s , l e t t s , h i n d e r -
a n c e s , s t o p s . 

Inces t , unlawfull copula t ion 
of m a n and woman within 
the d e g r e e s of k i n d r e d or 
a l y a n c e forb idden by Gods 
law, wh i the r it bee in m a r i a g e , 
or o t h e r w y s e . 

I n c o r p o r a t e , to graf t one 
thing intoo the body of an 
o the r , too m a k e one body 
o r s u b s t a n c e of twoo, o r 
m o , too m i x t , o r put 
toogy the r . 

I n c u r r e , too runne intoo. 

Infa l l ib le , undeceyvab le , 
tha t which wil not dece ive , 
n o r can b e e beguyled , 
unguylefull , undeceytful l , 
d e c e y t l e s s e , s u r e , c e r t e i n , 
a s s u r e d , soo thfas t . 

Ins t i tu t e , too beeg in , too go 
in hande with a th ing , too 
o rdeyn , too p u r p o s e , too 
appoynt , too m a k e , too 
founde, too s t a b l i s h , too 
d e c r e e , too se t up a new, 
too b r y n g in a new. 

I n t e r p r e t , expounde, open, 
m a k e p layne and manyfe s t to 
an o the r m a n s u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 
to shew the s e n s e o r m e e n i n g 
of a th ing . A l s o too a c c e p t 
o r t ake the meenyng of a thing 
in good or i l l p a r t e . 

Invocat ion, is a ca l l ing uppon 
any thing with t r u s t in the s a m e . 
It c o n s i s t e t h of two p a r t s , 

Cawdrey , 1604 

i m p e d i m e n t , le t , or h i n d e r a n c e . 

i n c e s t , unlawfull copula t ion of 
m a n and woman within the 
d e g r e e s of k ind red , or a l l i a n c e , 
forbidden by gods law, w h e t h e r 
it be in m a r r i a g e or o t h e r w i s e . 

i n c o r p o r a t e , to graf t one thing 
into the bodie of a n o t h e r , to 
m a k e one bodie or s u b s t a n c e of 
two or m o e , to m i x e o r put t o 
g e t h e r . 

i ncu r , runne into. 

infa l l ib le , undec ivab le , ungu i l e -
full, t r u s t i e . 

i n s t i t u t e , appoint , o r d a i n e , 
beg in , o r go in hand with . 

i n t e r p r e t e , open, m a k e p l a ine , 
to shewe the s e n s e and m e a n i n g 
of a th ing. 

invocat ion, a ca l l ing upon any 
th ing with t r u s t in the s a m e . 
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t ha t is too wit , of p r a y e r 
and thanksg iv ing . 

Jus t i f i ed , found r i g h t e o u s , 
m a d e r i g h t e o u s , accoun ted 
or a c c e p t e d for r i g h t e o u s , 
tha t is too s a y e , f ree and 
c l e r e f r o m s inne , or se t 
f ree f r o m s inne and the 
p e n a l t i e s therof . 

jus t i f ied , m a d e or accoun ted 
for r i g h t e o u s , c l eane f rom 
s inne . 

S e v e r a l e n t r i e s f rom the "Exp l i ca t i on" in the R h e m e s New 
T e s t a m e n t ind ica te C a w d r e y ' s use of that s o u r c e : 

R h e m e s New T e s t a m e n t 

Acqu i s t i on , ge t t ing , p u r c h a s 
ing. 

Advent , the c o m m i n g . 

A d u l t e r a t i n g , c o r r u p t i n g . 

Agni t ion , knowledge or 
acknowledging . 

A l l e g o r i e , a M y s t i c a l l 
s p e a c h e , m o r e then the b a r e 
l e t t e r . 

E v a n g e l i z e , s ignif ie th such 
p r e a c h i n g of good t i d ings , a s 
c o n c e r n e t h the Gospe l . 

E u n u c h e s , ge lded m e n . 

Cawdrey , 1604 

acqu i s t i on , ge t t ing , p u r c h a s i n g . 

advent , the c o m m i n g . 

a d u l t e r a t e , to coun te r fe i t , or 
c o r r u p t . 

agni t ion , knowledge , o r 
acknowledging . 

a l l e g o r i e , s i m i l i t u d e , a m i s -
t i c a l l speech , m o r e then the 
b a r e l e t t e r . 

evange l l , the gospe l l : or g lad 
t i d ings . 

eunuch, gelded, want ing s t o n e s . 

C a w d r e y ' s b o r r o w i n g s f r o m R a s t e l l ' s T e r m e s of the Lawes 
can be s e e n in the following e x a m p l e s : 

R a s t e l l , 1602 

A b b e t o r s in m u r d e r s a r e t hose 
that c o m m a n d , p r o c u r e , 
counse l l , o r comfor t o t h e r s to 
m u r d e r . . . . 

Cawdrey , 1604 

a b b e t o r s , c o u n c e l l e r s . 
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A c c e p t a n c e is taking in 
good p a r t , and a s it w e r e 
an a g r e e i n g unto s o m e ac t 
done be fo re . . . . 

a c c e p t a n c e , a n a g r e e i n g to 
s o m e f o r m e r ac t done be fo re . 

Ac t ion is the f o r m e of a sui t 
g iven by the Law to r e c o v e r 
a thing . . . . 

C o n t r a c t , is a b a r g a i n e , or 
covenant be tweene two p a r t i e s . 

ac t ion , the fo rme of a su i t e . 

c o n t r a c t , m a k e s h o r t , a l s o a 
b a r g a i n e , o r covenant . 

D i s c e n t , is in 2. s o r t e s , 
e i t h e r L inea l or c o l l a t e r a l . 
L inea l d i s c e n t is when a 
d i s cen t is conve ied in the s a m e 
l ine of the whol blood, a s 
G r a n d f a t h e r , F a t h e r , sonne , 
sonnes Sonne, and so down
w a r d . . . . 

d e s c e n t , c o m m i n g downe f rom 
a n o t h e r . 

P l a in t i f e , is he that sue th o r 
complayne th . . . . 

R e j o i n d e r , is when the 
defendant m a k e t h a n s w e r e to 
the r e p l i c a t i o n of the p l a i n 
tife . . . . 

p la in t i fe , the p a r t i e c o m -
playning. 

r e j o y n d e r , a thing added a f t e r 
w a r d s , or is when the defendant 
m a k e t h a n s w e r e to the 
r e p l i c a t i o n of the p la in t i fe . 

T h e r e is d a n g e r in t r y i n g to be too p r e c i s e about a l e x i 
c o g r a p h e r ' s s o u r c e s : any l e x i c o g r a p h e r is l ikely to have inc luded 
w o r d s for which he had no i m m e d i a t e , d i r e c t s o u r c e - w o r d s 
which w e r e , so to speak , s imp ly in h i s head; and, f u r t h e r m o r e , 
no one would imag ine that a l l the s o u r c e s for any d i c t i o n a r y could 
be d i s c o v e r e d . With th is c avea t , I offer h e r e a rough a n a l y s i s of 
about t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of C a w d r e y ' s s o u r c e s for the w o r d s under 
" G " and "H, " without sugges t ing that t h e s e w o r d s a r e n e c e s s a r i l y 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the r e s t of C a w d r e y ' s d i c t i o n a r y , a l though they 
a r e p robab ly ind ica t ive . F o r the n ine ty- f ive w o r d s under "G" and 
" H " in the 1604 edi t ion , C a w d r e y s e e m s to be indebted to his 
s o u r c e s a s fol lows: Coote , t h i r t y - f o u r w o r d s ; B a l e s , fifteen or 
s ix t een w o r d s ; B r i g h t , p o s s i b l y s ix w o r d s ; H e m m i n g s e n , two 
w o r d s ; R h e m e s New T e s t a m e n t , p e r h a p s one word . F o u r t e e n of 
the w o r d s under " G " and " H " a r e de s igna t ed with the s ign 
used to ind ica te t e r m s taken f r o m the F r e n c h . Some of t h e m a r e 
noted a s being F r e n c h in Coote , but o t h e r s m a y have been sugges t ed 
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by one of the F r e n c h - E n g l i s h w o r d - l i s t s , such a s t hose compi l ed 
by Claude D e s a i n l i e n s . 1 3 

I have been noting the da te (1604) of the f i r s t edi t ion of 
C a w d r e y ' s d i c t i o n a r y b e c a u s e , c o n t r a r y to c u r r e n t l y p r e v a i l i n g 
a s s u m p t i o n , it is di f ferent f rom subsequen t ed i t ions . S t a r n e s and 
Noyes say about the v a r i o u s edi t ions of Cawdrey : 

Though A Tab le A l p h a b e t i c a l ! went t h rough four ed i t ions -
1st , 1604, 2nd, da te unknown, 3rd , 1613, 4th, 1617 -
and though the t i t l e - p a g e of the 1613 edi t ion employs 
the p h r a s e " m u c h i n l a r g e d , " the augmen ta t i on was 
neg l ig ib le . Nor w e r e t h e r e any i m p o r t a n t changes in 
the edi t ion of 1617, except in the t i t l e . This r e a d s , 
A Tab le Alphabe t i ca l ! , or the Eng l i sh E x p o s i t o r . The 
sub t i t l e was b o r r o w e d f rom a r i va l pub l ica t ion by 
D r . John B u l l o k a r , which had been p r i n t e d in 1616. 

H o w e v e r , S t a r n e s and Noyes a r e wrong in t h i s . The 1613 edi t ion 
was e n l a r g e d , and the 1617 edi t ion fu r the r e n l a r g e d . Under the 
l e t t e r s "A, " "G, " and " L " a r e to be found in 1604, 383 e n t r i e s ; 
in 1613, 451 e n t r i e s (about 18% m o r e ) ; and in 1617, 517 e n t r i e s 
(about 11% m o r e than in 1613, and about 31% m o r e than in 1604).1 6 

The d i c t i o n a r y w a s , then, subs t an t i a l l y e n l a r g e d in l a t e r ed i t i ons , 
but my c e n t r a l c o n c e r n h e r e wil l be m o r e with the m a n n e r of the 
e n l a r g e m e n t than with the extent of it . In the f i r s t p l a c e , to expand 
h is d i c t i o n a r y , C a w d r e y or h i s s u c c e s s o r , the " T . C. " who is 
c i ted on the t i t l e - p a g e , went back to T h o m a s for m a n y of his w o r d s , 
and to a l e s s e r extent to Coote and to B a l e s , ' 7 In addi t ion , h o w e v e r , 
he t u r n e d to new s o u r c e s , c e r t a i n l y to the G l o s s a r y appended to 
T h o m a s Spegh t ' s edi t ion of C h a u c e r , 1 8 and m o s t l ikely to George 
P u t t e n h a m ' s A r t e of Eng l i sh P o e s i e . 1 9 

Under "G, " t h e r e a r e five m o r e w o r d s (about 10%) in 1613 than 
in 1604. Of t h e s e two s e e m to c o m e f r o m Spegh t ' s C h a u c e r 
G l o s s a r y : 

Speght , 1602 Cawdrey , 1613 

g a l i a r d , l u s ty , f ro l l i cke . G a l i a r d , lus ty , f ro l i cke . 

gnoffe, foole, chuffe, m i s e r . gnoffe, M i s e r , foole. 

Suppor t for the notion that t h e s e two e n t r i e s , t h e m s e l v e s not 
r e m a r k a b l e , c o m e f rom Speght can be found in C a w d r e y ' s e n t r i e s 
under a n o t h e r l e t t e r . In the 1604 edi t ion t h e r e a r e no w o r d s which 
beg in wi th "W"; in 1613 t h e r e a r e t h i r t e e n . It is a p p a r e n t that 
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a l l of t h e m , save one, c o m e f r o m Speght: 

Speght , 1602 

w a r i s h e d , e a s e d , d e l i v e r e d . 

/ e lden , to move-

w a l t e r i n g , wal lowing. 

wene , thought , doubt. 

welken , the sk i e . 

wynde, go. 

wos t , knowes t . 

wonneth , dwel le th . 

w y m p l e , a k e r c h e r . 

w i s t , knowne. 

wood, m a d . 

Cawdrey , 1613 

W a r i s h , e a s e , d e l i v e r , 

we lde , m o v e . 

/ r a k e , r e v e n g e . 

w a i t e r , wal low. 

wean , r e f r a i n e one f r o m any 
th ing . 

wene , th inke . 

welken , s k i e . 

wend, goe . 

wote , know. 

wonne, dwel l . 

w i m p l e , hoode , muff le r . 

w i s t , knowne. 

wood, m a d d e . 

w r e k e , r e v e n g e . 

The c a s e for C a w d r e y ' s having b o r r o w e d f rom P u t t e n h a m is 
w e a k e r than that for h i s having b o r r o w e d f rom Speght , but i s , 
I think, t e n a b l e . As t h e r e is no c o n c o r d a n c e for P u t t e n h a m , to 
d i s c o v e r w o r d s pos s ib ly b o r r o w e d f rom h i m by e a r l y l e x i c o g r a p h e r s 
I have had to r e ly upon r ead ing The A r t e of Eng l i sh P o e s i e and 
noting those w o r d s which s e e m as though they may have been 
a t t r a c t i v e to C a w d r e y and to h i s s u c c e s s o r s . The m e t h o d is so 
lax a s to be v i r t ua l l y no me thod , but in the a b s e n c e of a c o n c o r d a n c e 
is the only one a v a i l a b l e . My content ion that P u t t e n h a m is a s o u r c e 
for the e a r l y l e x i c o g r a p h e r s , h o w e v e r , m u s t be suppo r t ed by the 
ev idence i t se l f r a t h e r than by the " m e t h o d " used for obtaining it , 
though I have felt obl iged to m e n t i o n the l a t t e r . Indeed, the h i t -
o r - m i s s n a t u r e of my inqu i ry would ind ica te that I have no doubt 
ove r looked add i t iona l p a r a l l e l s be tween P u t t e n h a m and the e a r l y 
l e x i c o g r a p h e r s , and that the v e r y f ra i l ty of the " m e t h o d " adds 
weight to the ev idence it has p r o d u c e d . 



v 125 

In my a t t e m p t to show a connect ion be tween P u t t e n h a m and 
C a w d r e y , I sha l l r e ly upon s o m e w o r d s in C a w d r e y which s e e m 
s t r i k ing ly indebted to P u t t e n h a m for t h e i r def in i t ions , and upon 
s o m e w o r d s for which the f i r s t c i t a t ion in the OED is to P u t t e n h a m 
in 1589 or to a s o u r c e of l a t e r d a t e : 

P u t t e n h a m , 1589 C a w d r e y , 1604 

by long a m b a g e and c i r c u m 
s t a n c e of w o r d e s (p. 186) 

Ana log i e , o r a convenient 
p r o p o r t i o n (p. 262) 

[ d e c o r u m ] we in our vu lga r 
ca l l it by a s c h o l a s t i c a l l t e r m e 
[ d e c e n c i e j our owne Saxon 
Eng l i sh t e r m e is [ s e e m l y n e s s e ] 
that is to say , for h i s good 
shape and u t t e r a p p e a r a n c e wel l 
p l e a s i n g to the eye , we ca l l it 
a l s o [ come lynes se J for the 
del ight it b r i n g e t h c o m m i n g 
t o w a r d e s us , and to that p u r 
pose m a y be ca l l ed [ p l e a s a n t 
a p p r o c h e J (p. 262) 

[Speech in m e t e r ] c a r i e t h his 
opinion th i s way and that 
w h e t h e r s o e v e r the h e a r t by 
i m p r e s s i o n of the e a r e s h a l l -
be m o s t a f fec t iona te ly bent 
and d i r e c t e d . The u t t e r a n c e 
in p r o s e is not of so g r e a t 
eff icacie (p. 8) 

th i s was done by a m a n e r of 
i m p r e c a t i o n , or a s we ca l l 
it by c u r s i n g and banning of 
the p a r t i e s , and wish ing a l l 
ev i l l to a l ight upon t h e m 
(p. 57) 

yet in s t e a d e of indigni t ie , 
yee have u n w o r t h i n e s s e 
(p. 147) 

a m b a g e , long c i r c u m s t a n c e of 
w o r d s . 

ana log ie , conv ience , p r o 
po r t ion . 

d e c o r u m , c o m l i n e s . (The f i r s t 
e n t r y for this defini t ion in the 
OED is "1613 R. C. Tab le Alph. 
ed . 3" . ) 

e f f icac ie , fo rce o r s t r e n g t h . 
(The f i r s t defini t ion in the 
OED with th is s e n s e is da ted 
1633.) 

i m p r e c a t i o n , c u r s i n g , o r 
wishing evi l l unto. ( P u t t e n h a m 
p r o v i d e s the f i r s t c i t a t ion for 
the word in the OED. ) 

indigni t ie , u n w o r t h i n e s s e , un
s e e m l y u sage , in famie , or d i s 
g r a c e . ( P u t t e n h a m and Nashe 
[ a l so 1589] p rov ide the f i r s t 
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c i t a t ions for the w o r d in the 
O E D . ) 

C a w d r e y ' s edi t ion of 1617 was e n l a r g e d beyond that of 1613, 
and in the c a s e of th is e n l a r g e m e n t t h e r e is l i t t le unce r t a in ty in 
locat ing s o u r c e s . S t a r n e s and Noyes no t ice that the t i t l e of the 
1617 edi t ion of C a w d r e y is expanded by a b o r r o w i n g f rom B u l l o k a r 
to r e a d , A Tab le A lphabe t i ca l ! , or the E n g l i s h E x p o s i t o r (p. 19). 
This they r e c k o n to be the extent of C a w d r e y ' s b o r r o w i n g in the 
1617 edi t ion . It i s , h o w e v e r , m e r e l y a clue to C a w d r e y ' s b o r r o w 
ing. As I pointed out above , the 1617 edi t ion is about 11% l a r g e r 
than the 1613 edi t ion; a s u b s t a n t i a l p o r t i o n of the add i t iona l w o r d s 
c o m e f r o m B u l l o k a r . Of s o m e 28 add i t iona l w o r d s under the l e t t e r s 
"A" and " L " in the 1617 edi t ion , 27 a r e c e r t a i n l y f r o m B u l l o k a r , 
and the o the r one m a y be . A few e x a m p l e s m a k e the point c l e a r : 

B u l l o k a r , 1616 Cawdrey , 1617 

A b l e p s i e . Want of fight, b l i nd -
n e s s e , u n a d v i s e d n e s s e . 

a b l e p r i s e , want of fight, b l ind-
n e s s e , u n a d v i s e d n e s s e . 

A c c e l e r a t e . To h a s t e n . a c c e l e r a t e , to h a s t e n . 

A c c o u t r e m e n t . A t t i r e , o r 
d r e s s i n g . 

L a i k e . A lay m a n . 

L ib id inous . Lus t fu l l , 
l e a c h e r o u s . 

A c c o u t r e m e n t , a t t i r e o r 
d r e s s i n g . 

l a ike , a lay m a n . 

l ib id inous , lus t ful . 

Loquac i t i e . Much t a l k e , 
o r babbl ing . 

L u c r e . Gaine , prof i t . 

l oquac i t i e , m u c h ta lke o r 
bab l ing . 

l u c r e , ga ine , prof i t . 

F o r the 23 w o r d s added to the l e t t e r s " G " and "W" in the 1617 
edi t ion of C a w d r e y , B u l l o k a r p r o v i d e s p e r h a p s half. Seven a r e 
def ini te ly f r o m his E x p o s i t o r , five a r e f r o m Spegh t ' s C h a u c e r 
G l o s s a r y , s ix a r e e i t h e r t aken d i r e c t l y f rom Speght or f rom 
B u l l o k a r ' s b o r r o w i n g s f rom Speght , and five a r e f r o m a n o t h e r 
s o u r c e o r o t h e r s o u r c e s . Thus , s o m e of the i n t e r r e l a t i o n s be tween 
the e a r l y d i c t i o n a r i e s (to use M i s s N o y e s ' s t e r m ) a r e r a t h e r c l o s e r 
than has h e r e t o f o r e been r ecogn ized , and they wi l l be s e e n below to 
be c l o s e r s t i l l . 



\ 127 

John B u l l o k a r ' s Eng l i sh E x p o s i t o r 

As in the c a s e of C a w d r e y ' s d i c t i o n a r i e s , S t a r n e s and Noyes 
c o r r e c t l y note t hose which a r e p robab ly the m a j o r s o u r c e s for 
B u l l o k a r ' s d i c t i ona ry , that i s , Cawdrey and T h o m a s (pp. 21-23) . 
T h e i r c o n c l u s i o n s , h o w e v e r , need s o m e emenda t ion and r e v i s i o n . 
In the f i r s t p l a c e , m i s t a k e n l y a s s u m i n g that A Tab le A lphabe t i ca l l 
was l i t t le a l t e r e d be tween 1604 and 1613, they a s c r i b e B u l l o k a r ' s 
b o r r o w i n g to the wrong ed i t ion of that d i c t i ona ry . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
a n u m b e r of w o r d s f r o m C a w d r e y ' s expanded l a t e r edi t ion do 
a p p e a r in B u l l o k a r , often s l ight ly modi f ied : 

20 

C a w d r e y , 1613 (but not 1604) 

a b s t r u s e , h id , s e c r e t , difficult . 

a c c u m u l a t e , to heape t o g e t h e r . 

a l i m e n t , n o u r i s h m e n t , 
s u s t e n a n c e . 

a s p e r t i o n , b e s p r i n k l i n g . 

a s s a s s i n a t e , spo i l e , m u r t h e r . 

B u l l o k a r , 1616 

A b s t r u s e . Hidden: s e c r e t , 
not e a s i e to u n d e r s t a n d . 

A c c u m u l a t e . To heape up. 

A l i m e n t . N o u r i s h m e n t . 

A s p e r s i o n . A sp r ink l ing . 

A s s a s s i n a t e . A robbing , 
spoi l ing , or m u r t h e r i n g in the 
high way. 

F u r t h e r m o r e , and of s o m e i n t e r e s t in showing that e a r l y 
d i c t i o n a r i e s w e r e i n t e r r e l a t e d c lo se ly and in m o r e than one way, 
is ev idence tha t B u l l o k a r knew and used s o m e of C a w d r e y ' s 
s o u r c e s - s o u r c e s o ther than d i c t i o n a r i e s . Bu l loka r s e e m s to 
have t u r n e d to P u t t e n h a m for s o m e w o r d s , and c e r t a i n l y t u r n e d to 
Spegh t ' s C h a u c e r G l o s s a r y and to R a s t e l l ' s T e r m e s of the L a w e s . 
In doing so he e s t a b l i s h e d a p a t t e r n l a t e r to be followed by his 
s u c c e s s o r , H e n r y C o c k e r a m . F o r w o r d s such a s the following, 
B u l l o k a r a p p a r e n t l y r e l i e d upon P u t t e n h a m . The e x a m p l e s h e r e 
a r e few, but , I think, r e a s o n a b l y convinc ing : 

P u t t e n h a m , 1589 

We ca l l it in Eng l i sh p r o v e r b e 
the c a r t be fo re the h o r s e , the 
G r e e k s ca l l it H i s t e r o n p r o t e r o n 
we n a m e it P r e p o s t e r o u s 
(p. 170) 

B u l l o k a r , 1616 

H y s t e r o n p r o t e r o n . A G r e e k 
t e r m e , s o m e t i m e used in 
d e r i s i o n of that which is spoken 
or done p r e p o s t e r o u s l y o r 
qui te c o n t r a r y . We ca l l it in 
E n g l i s h , The c a r t be fo re the 
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the c o m m e n d a b l e p a r t s of 
s p e e c h w e r e se t foor th by the 
n a m e of f i g u r e s , and a l l the 
i l l audable p a r t s under the 
n a m e of v i c e s , or v i c io s i t i e s 
(p. 156) 

h o r s e . (Ti l ley 2 1 g ives no 
e x a m p l e o ther than P u t t e n h a m 
of the r h e t o r i c a l t e r m being 
a s s o c i a t e d with the p r o v e r b . ) 

I l l audab le . Not wor thy of 
p r a i s e (The f i r s t en t ry in the 
OED is P u t t e n h a m , 1589. ) 

such r i m e is s t r a i n e d , so is it 
to th is w o r d [ R a m ] to say 
[ c a m e ] or to [Beane [ Den ] for 
they sound not no r be w r i t t e n 
a l ike , & m a n y o t h e r e l ike c a d 
ences which w e r e super f luous 
to r e c i t e , and usua l l with rude 
r i m e r s who o b s e r v e not p r e c i s e l y 
the r u l e s of [ p r o s o d i e ] n e v e r t h e -
l e s s e in a l l such c a s e s . . . it is 
s o m e w h a t m o r e t o l l e r a b l e to he lp 
the r i m e by fa lse o r t h o g r a p h i c 
then to l eave an unplesant d i s s o n a n c e 
to the e a r e (p. 81) 

P r o s o d i e . T r u e p ronounc ing 
of w o r d e s . (This defini t ion is 
no ted a s " r a r e " in the OED; 
the f i r s t c i t a t ion is to 
B u l l o k a r . ) 

B u l l o k a r went to Spegh t ' s C h a u c e r G l o s s a r y for a n u m b e r of 
t e r m s in h i s d i c t i ona ry . Some of Spegh t ' s w o r d s which do not 
a p p e a r in C a w d r e y a r e in the following l i s t : 

Speght , 1602 

b a r g a r e t , a kind of daunce . 

b u r l e d , a r m e d . 

B u l l o k a r , 1616 

B a r g a r e t . A kind of dance . 

B u r l e d . It is s o m e t i m e s s ig-
nif ieth A r m e d . 

c a n c e l i n e , c h a m l e t . Cance l i ne . C h a m l e t . 

g a w r e , s t a r e . 

gippon, a doublet , or l ight 
coa t . 

G a w r e . To s t a r e . 

Gippon. A doublet : a l ight 
co te . 

g i s a r m e , a c e r t a i n e weapon. G i s a r m e . A c e r t a i n e weapon. 
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l e v e s e l l , a b u s h e . L e v e s e l l . A bush . 

vechons , Hedgehogs . V e c h o n s . Hedgehogs . 

w a n g e r , a m a l e , or bouget . W a n g e r . A m a l e o r bouget . 

The w o r d s tha t Bu l loka r took f r o m Speght a r e v e r y often ind ica ted 
a f t e r the m a n n e r se t out in h i s " In t roduc t ion to the R e a d e r " : 
" R e m e m b e r . . . tha t e v e r y w o r d m a r k e d with th i s m a r k e * is an 
olde word , onely used of s o m e anc ien t w r i t e r s , and now growne 
out of u s e " (s ig . A4v) . It is not r e m a r k a b l e that a l l of the w o r d s 
t aken f r o m Spegh t ' s G l o s s a r y a r e not s t a r r e d by Bu l loka r (or h is 
p r i n t e r ) , but it is w o r t h not ing that Bu l loka r did ind ica te a s "o lde 
w o r d s " m a n y of t hose t aken f r o m S p e g h t , 2 2 even if they had p r e 
v ious ly b e e n a b s o r b e d (unidentified) into C a w d r e y ' s Tab le 
A l p h a b e t i c a l ! . 2 3 

B u l l o k a r ' s use of R a s t e l l ' s T e r m e s of the L aw es was s i m i l a r . 
If C a w d r e y had t aken up a t e r m f r o m R a s t e l l , Bu l loka r migh t wel l 
expand C a w d r e y ' s defini t ion by independent ly d rawing upon R a s t e l l . 
Thus one cannot t e l l to what extent , if at a l l , B u l l o k a r was 
inf luenced by C a w d r e y ' s choice of w o r d s f r o m R a s t e l l . B u l l o k a r , 
a s m igh t be expec ted , a l s o took ove r m o r e t e r m s than had Cawdrey . 
His i ndeb t ednes s to R a s t e l l can be s e e n in the following e x a m p l e s : 

R a s t e l l , 1602 B u l l o k a r , 1616 

A b b e t o r s in m u r d e r s a r e those 
that c o m m a n d , p r o c u r e , coun-
s e l l , or comfor t o t h e r s to 
m u r d e r . . . . 

Abbe tou r . Hee that counse l l e t h 
or comfo r t e th a n o t h e r to doe 
any ev i l l . 

A b j u r e . To s w e a r e o r f o r s w e a r e : 
a t e r m used in Lawe , when one 
having c o m m i t t e d a cap i t a l l 
offence f lyeth to a Church , or 
C h u r c h y a r d ; and choose th 
r a t h e r p e r p e t u a l l b a n i s h m e n t : 
v iz . to a b j u r e the R e a l m e , then 
s t and to t r y a l l of L a w e . Th i s 
Law was ins t i tu ted by S. E d w a r d 
the Confes sou r in favour of l i fe , 
but now is not in u s e . 

A b j u r a t i o n is an oth that a 
m a n or w o m a n sha l l t ake 
when they have c o m m i t t e d 
felony, & flie to the Church 
or c h u r c h y a r d . . . . chos ing 
r a t h e r p e r p e t u a l l b a n i s h m e n t 
out of the r e a l m e , then to 
s t and to the law . . . . And 
th i s law was in s t i t u t ed by 
S. E d w a r d the C o n f e s s o r , 
. . . and was g rounded upon 
the law of m e r c i e . . . . 
Note th is law is now chaunged 
by the s t a t u t e s . . . . 
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L a s t a g e , that is to bee quite 
of a c e r t a i n e c u s t o m e exac ted 
in F a i r e s & M a r k e t s for c a r r y 
ing of th ings w h e r e a m a n wi l l . 

L a s t a g e . Any heavy weight or 
b a l a s s e , layd in the b o t t o m e of 
sh ips to m a k e t h e m goe upr ight : 
It is a l s o a t e r m e in the c o m m o n 
law, which s ignif ie th to be quite 
of a c e r t a i n e paymen t in f a i r e s 
and m a r k e t s , for c a r r y i n g of 
th ings w h e r e a m a n wi l l . 

Waive , is a woman that is 
out lawed . . . . 

Waive . In our c o m m o n law it 
s ignif ie th a woman that is ou t 
lawed. 

Two o the r s o u r c e s for B u l l o k a r can be noted h e r e . The f i r s t 
is the "Exp lana t ion of c e r t a i n e o b s c u r e w o r d s " appended to 
P h i l a m o n Hol l and ' s t r a n s l a t i o n of P l u t a r c h ' s M o r a l s (or Ph i lo soph ie ) , 
pub l i shed in 1603. The following is a s e r i e s of consecu t ive e n t r i e s 
in Ho l l and ' s "Exp lana t ion" and t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s (when such a p p e a r ) 
in Bu l loka r : 

Ho l l and ' s P l u t a r c h , 1603 B u l l o k a r , 1616 

H e m i s p h a e r e , that is to say , 
The halfe s p h a e r e or g lobe, 
used c o m m o n l y for that p a r t 
of the heaven which is in our 
s ight . 

H e m i s p h e r e . Halfe the 
c o m p a s s e of the h e a v n e s : that 
p a r t of the heavnes which is 
s t i l l v i s ib l e to u s . 

H e x a m e t e r , 

H e s a t o n o s , 

H i e r o g l y p h i c k s , The Aegpt ians 
s a c r e d P h i l o s o p h i e , d e l i v e r e d 
not in c h a r a c t e r s and l e t t e r s , 
but under the fo rme of l iving 
c r e a t u r e s and o ther things 
e n g r a v e n . 

H i e r oglyphikes . A d a r k e 
m y s t i c a l kind of wr i t i ng , used 
chiefly in t i m e s pas t among 
the P a g a n e p r i e s t s and l e a r n e d 
m e n of Egypt to hide t h e i r 
knowledge f rom the vu lgar s o r t . 
This wr i t i ng was by making 
the f o r m e s of b e a s t s and d i v e r s 
o the r f i g u r e s , and could h a r d l y 
bee unde r s tood without 
expos i t ion , or g r e a t knowledge 
in the n a t u r e of t h ings . F o r 
e x a m p l e : E t e r n i t y o r e v e r -
l a s t n g n e s s e , they e x p r e s s e d 
by a round c i r c l e , which ha th 
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no end: A king, by a s c e p t e r 
with an eye in the top thereof : 
A m a t [ t e r ] of h a s t e , by a 
Dolphin, the swif tes t of a l l 
f i s h e s . And a m a t t e r of 
d e l i b e r a t i o n or adv ice , by an 
A n c h o r , which s t aye th a ship 
in the w a v e s . With a thousand 
such d e v i c e s , not subjec t to 
c o m m o n c a p a c i t i e s to find out. 

Ho locaus t , A whole burn t 
s a c r i f i c e : w h e r e a s o r d i n a r i l y 
they bu rn t upon the a l t a r , 
onely the i nwards of the b e a s t . 

Ho locaus t . A s a c r i f i c e w h e r e i n 
the whole b e a s t is offered, and 
no p a r t r e s e r v e d . 

H o m o n y m i e , the double o r 
manifo ld s igni f ica t ion of a 
w o r d or s e n t e n c e , which is the 
o c c a s i o n of ambigu i ty and 
doub t s . 

H o m o n y m i e . A t e r m e in 
Log icke , when one w o r d s i g -
nif ieth d i v e r s t h i n g s : a s H a r t : 
signifying a b e a s t , and a 
p r i n c i p a l l m e m b e r of the body. 

H o r i z o n , That c i r c l e that 
d e t e r m i n e t h our s ight , and 
divideth the one halfe of the 
s p h e a r e of heaven above , f r o m 
that which is unde r , out of our 
s igh t . 

Hor i zon . An i m a g i n a r y l ine 
c o m p a s s i n g the lowes t p a r t of 
the heavens that we can s e e ; 
so ca l l ed b e c a u s e it l i m i t e t h 
our s ight , dividing the heavens 
unde rnea th us , f r o m that which 
is above . The sun ry s ing and 
going downe is e v e r in th is l ine . 

H o r o s c o p e , the o b s e r v a t i o n of 
the h o u r e and t i m e of ones 
na t i v i t i e , t o g e t h e r with the 
f igure of the heavens a t tha t 
v e r y ins tan t ; and that f o r 
sooth in the E a s t . 

H o r o s c o p e . The a s c e n d e n t of 
ones na t iv i t i e , to wit , tha t p a r t 
of the f i r m a m e n t which a s c e n d -
e th f r o m the E a s t , when a chi ld 
is b o r n e . A s t r o l o g e r s ca l l i t , 
the f i r s t h o u s e . 

Th i s l i s t i l l u s t r a t e s ( somewha t m o r e forceful ly than s t a t i s t i c a l 
a c c u r a c y would al low; Bu l loka r did not t ake over 75% of Ho l l and ' s 
w o r d s , but r a t h e r l e s s than 50%) not only tha t B u l l o k a r b o r r o w e d 
f r o m H o l l a n d , 2 4 but a l s o tha t he d i l a ted upon Holland, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
to m a k e a defini t ion m o r e c o n c r e t e , o r o t h e r w i s e to m a k e it c l e a r e r 
to the v u l g a r u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

A n o t h e r s o u r c e for s o m e w o r d s in B u l l o k a r is an "Index . 
of the h a r d e s t w o r d s , " appended to one of Jo shua S y l v e s t e r ' s 
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t r a n s l a t i o n s of D u B a r t a s ' Divine Weekes and W o r k e s . B e c a u s e 
of B u l l o k a r ' s habi t of improv ing def in i t ions , one cannot say v e r y 
defini tely how m a n y w o r d s he b o r r o w e d f rom S y l v e s t e r , but the 
n u m b e r s e e m s to be be tween fifty and eighty. B o r r o w i n g s and 
i m p r o v e m e n t s a r e i l l u s t r a t e d in the following e x a m p l e s : 

S y l v e s t e r , 1608 B u l l o k a r , 1616 

A n t i p e r i s t a s i s , incoun te r of 
c o n t r a r i e s , or c o n t r a r i e -
c i r e u r n s t a n c e . 

A n t i p e r i s t a s i s . A t e a r m e used 
in Ph i lo sophy , when hea t being 
kept in by cold waxeth the 
s t r o n g e r in it self, or cold kept 
in by hea t e , g rowe th m o r e 
v e h e m e n t . 

C i t t ade l l , a C a s t l e bui l t , with 
a s m a l l G a r r i s o n to keepe a 
g r e a t Towne in awe . 

C i t t ade l l . A c a s t l e with a 
s m a l l g a r r i s o n to keepe a towne 
in awe . 

D i a m e t e r , a s t r a i t e l ine 
dividing any f igure into equa l l 
p a r t s , p a s s i n g th rough the 
midd l e point of any f igure . 

D i a m e t e r . A s t r e i g h t l ine 
which p a s s i n g th rough the 
midd l e of any f igure , d iv ide th 
it in two equa l l p a r t s . 

P o e t a s t e r s , B a s e , Counte r fa i t , 
un l ea rned , w i t - l e s s e , and 
wanton P o e t s that p e s t e r the 
Wor ld , e i t h e r with idle v a n i -
i t e s o r odious v i l l a n i e s . 

P o e t a s t e r s . A coun te r fe i t 
P o e t : a bad poet . 

R e m o r a , a l i t t le fish (which 
s o m e ca l l a Suck - s tone ) that 
suddain ly s toppeth a shippe 
under a l l h e r s a y l e s in h e r 
full c o u r s e . 

R e m o r a . A l i t t l e F i s h which 
cl inging to the b o t t o m e of a 
sh ippe , doth v e r i e s t r a n g e l i e 
s tay the sh ippe that shee 
cannot moove . 

T h u s , Bu l loka r used not only Cawdrey and one of C a w d r e y ' s 
d i c t i o n a r y s o u r c e s , T h o m a s , but a l s o s e v e r a l o the r of C a w d r e y ' s 
s o u r c e s . In addi t ion he " d i s c o v e r e d " new s o u r c e s , and, a s I 
sha l l t r y to show, both his new and b o r r o w e d s o u r c e s w e r e to be 
used by h i s s u c c e s s o r , H e n r y C o c k e r a m . 
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H e n r y C o c k e r a m ' s Eng l i sh D ic t i ona r i e 2° 

In the R o m a n e s L e c t u r e for 1900, S i r J a m e s A . H . M u r r a y , 
speak ing of C o c k e r a m ' s d i c t i ona ry , c o m m e n t e d a s fol lows: 

P a r t I conta ins the h a r d w o r d s with t h e i r exp lana t ion in 
o r d i n a r y language ; and i n s t r u c t i v e it is to see what w o r d s 
w e r e then c o n s i d e r e d h a r d and unknown. Many of t h e m 
c e r t a i n l y would be s t i l l , . . . conce rn ing which we wonde r 
who used them, or w h e r e C o c k e r a m found t h e m . 

The a n s w e r to the f i r s t of M u r r a y ' s ques t ions would s e e m to b e : 
it i s l ikely that no one e v e r " u s e d " m a n y of the w o r d s in C o c k e r a m ' s 
d i c t i o n a r y , if by " u s e d " one m e a n s that the w o r d s w e r e e v e r 
employed in c o m m u n i c a t i o n , e i t h e r w r i t t e n or spoken. But w h e r e 
C o c k e r a m found the w o r d s is a dif ferent m a t t e r . It a p p e a r s that 
m a n y m o r e of the w o r d s w e r e , in fact , " u s e d " than p r e v i o u s 
ident i f ica t ion of C o c k e r a m ' s s o u r c e s has sugges t ed . In s h o r t , 
m a n y m o r e of C o c k e r a m ' s t e r m s w e r e m e r e d i c t i o n a r y w o r d s than 
M u r r a y ' s ques t ion would s e e m to imply , and many m o r e w e r e w o r d s 
ac tua l l y used than S t a r n e s ' and N o y e s ' l i s t ing of C o c k e r a m ' s s o u r c e s 
would s e e m to imply . 

A s did Bu l loka r , C o c k e r a m went back not only to h i s i m m e d 
iate p r e d e c e s s o r , but a l s o to e a r l i e r d i c t i o n a r i e s . S t a r n e s and 
Noyes p a r t i a l l y note t h i s , a s they point out tha t C o c k e r a m went to 
T h o m a s and to Cawdrey , a s we l l a s to B u l l o k a r . A n o t h e r s o u r c e 
that they note is John R i d e r ' s B ib l io teca Scho l a s t i c a (1589), or 
" l a t e r r e v i s i o n s (1606, 1612, 1617) of th is book by F r a n c i s 
Holyoke" (p. 32). The indeb tedness they point out, howeve r , is 
r e s t r i c t e d to the second p a r t of C o c k e r a m ' s t h r e e - p a r t d i c t i o n a r y , 
that p a r t which is devoted to giving e legant (i. e. La t ina te ) e q u i 
va l en t s to r e l a t i v e l y c o m m o n Eng l i sh w o r d s . Al though a n e x a m 
inat ion of e i t he r the second or t h i rd p a r t s of the Eng l i sh D i c t i o n a r i e 
is beyond the scope of t h i s e s s a y , ° it s e e m s useful to point out, 
a s S t a r n e s and Noyes do not, tha t m a n y of the e n t r i e s in the f i r s t 
p a r t of C o c k e r a m ' s d i c t i o n a r y a r e s imp ly t aken f rom the second 
p a r t and t u r n e d about , and that they supply a subs tan t ia ) po r t i on of 
the e n t r i e s in P a r t I. The f i r s t dozen i t ems that S t a r n e s and 
Noyes give a s e x a m p l e s of C o c k e r a m ' s b o r r o w i n g f r o m R i d e r -
Holyoke a r e (pp. 32-33) : 

R i d e r , 1589; R i d e r - H o l y o k e , 1617 C o c k e r a m , 1623 

To C h a r g e , or bu rden . Onero . To c h a r g e . O n e r a t e . 

So c h a r g e d . O n e r a t u s . 
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C h a r g e a b l e o r b u r d e n o u s . 
O n e r o s u s . 

To c h a r m e , or enchaunt . 
Incanto , excan to . 

A C h a r m e or e n c h a u n t e m e n t . 
Incan ta t io . 

C h a s t e . C a s t u s , con t inens . 

C h a s t i t i e . C a s t i t a s , . . . 
con t inen t i a . 

To C h a s t i s e . Cas t i go . 

Chiefe , o r p r i n c i p a l l . 
P r i m u s . 

C h e a p n e s . V i l i t a s . 

C h e e s e m a d e of m a r e s m i l k e . 
H ippace . 

To C h e r i s h . F o v e o . 

C h a r g e a b l e . O n e r o u s . 

To C h a r m e . Incan ta t e . 

A C h a r m e . Incanta t ion . 

C ha s t e. Cont inent . 

C h a s t i t i e . Con t inenc ie . 

to C h a s t i s e . C a s t i g a t e . 

the Cheefe . P r i m e . 

C h e a p n e s s e . Vil i ty . 

a Cheese m a d e of M a r e s m i l k e . 
H ippace . 

to C h e r i s h . F o s t e r . 

Of " e l e g e n t " t e r m s , only " i n c a n t a t e " does not a p p e a r in P a r t I of 
C o c k e r a m ' s d i c t i o n a r y ; 

C o c k e r a m ( P a r t I), 1623 

O n o r a t e . To c h a r g e . 

O n e r o u s . C h a r g e a b l e . 

Incanta t ion . A c h a r m e . 

Cont inent . C h a s t e . 

Con t inenc ie . C h a s t i t i e . 

C a s t i g a t e . To c h a s t i c e . 

P r i m e . The f i r s t , the chiefe , the m o r n i n g . 

Vi l i t i e . B a s e n e s s e . 
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Hippace . A C h e e s e m a d e of M a r e s - m i l k e . 

F o s t e r . To c h e r i s h . 

In the c a s e of " P r i m e , " C o c k e r a m expanded his defini t ion by going 
to B u l l o k a r , a p r a c t i c e he not inf requent ly followed. 

As did B u l l o k a r , C o c k e r a m t u r n e d not only to his p r e d e c e s s o r 
and to e a r l i e r d i c t i o n a r i e s but a l s o to s e v e r a l of h is p r e d e c e s s o r s ' 
s o u r c e s o the r than d i c t i o n a r i e s , which sugges t s e i t h e r an e x t r a 
o r d i n a r y co inc idence or a knowledge of B u l l o k a r ' s m e t h o d s . 
C o c k e r a m s e e m s to have t u r n e d to Speght for s o m e w o r d s which 
B u l l o k a r did not choose . The w o r d s , r e l a t i ve ly few in n u m b e r , 
which C o c k e r a m a p p a r e n t l y found in Speght a r e often so c o m m o n 
and t h e i r def ini t ions so b r ie f ( e . g . : " U r e . U s e " ; "Span new. 
V e r y new. ") that a c c u m u l a t i o n of e x a m p l e s wi l l not defini tely p r o v e 
tha t C o c k e r a m took t h e m f r o m Speght . One w o r d - a n d - d e f i n i t i o n , 
h o w e v e r , which a p p e a r s n e i t h e r in Cawdrey no r in Bu l loka r , follow 
Speght so p r e c i s e l y , in s e n t i m e n t and even in spe l l ing , that it 
s e e m s unl ikely that C o c k e r a m found it a n y w h e r e e l s e : 

Speght , 1602 C o c k e r a m , 1623 

l o l l a r , a b r e a k e r of fast ing L o l l a r . A b r e a k e r of fast ing 
d a i e s . d a i e s . 

Like Bu l loka r , C o c k e r a m r e l i e d upon the "Index . . . of the 
h a r d e s t w o r d s " appended to S y l v e s t e r ' s t r a n s l a t i o n of Du B a r t a s . 2 9 

Some of the m o r e fetching of his b o r r o w i n g s f r o m S y l v e s t e r a r e 
given be low: 

S y l v e s t e r , 1608 C o c k e r a m , 1623 

Aonian band, the M u s e s . Aonian band. The M u s e s . 

B a c c h a n a l i a n F r o w e s , W o e m a n -
p r i e s t s of B a c c h u s , the God 
of Cups . 

Boccon i , P o i s o n i e confec t ions , 
I ta l ian f igges . 

B a c c h a n a l e a n f rowes . W o m e n -
B a c c h u s - P r i e s t s . 

Boccon i e . Poyson , or I ta l ian 
f igs . 

B r u t u s h e i r e s . E n g l i s h m e n , 
B r i t t a n s . 

B r u t u s h e i r e s . E n g l i s h m e n . 
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H e b r i d i a n Wave, the Sea about H i b r i d e a n wave . The I r i s h s ea . 
the l i e s H i b e r i d e s , to the 
Nor th f r o m I r e l and . 

J e s s e a n H a r p e , the holy J e s s e a n H a r p e . Davids m u s i c k e . 
m u s i c k e of David the Son of 
I sha i , c o m m o n l y ca l led J e s s e . 

Ovids h e i r e s : wanton P o e t s . Ovids h e i r e s . Wanton, 

l a s c i v i o u s P o e t s . 

P a n o m p h e a n , a l l - h e a r i n g . P a n o m p h e a n . Al l h e a r i n g . 

Venus E s c u a g e , Knights (or Venus - e s c u a g e . Wanton f l e sh -
Nights) s e r v i c e to L a d i e s . l i n e s s e . 

( C o c k e r a m ' s t r e a t m e n t of "Ovids h e i r e s " s u g g e s t s that in the c a s e 
of " V e n u s - e s c u a g e " he was m o r e i n t e r e s t e d in expunging naugh t ines s 
than in even the m i l d e s t s o r t of h u m o u r . ) 

C o c k e r a m , a s did Cawdrey before h i m , m a y have t u r n e d to the 
Bib le for s o m e of h i s w o r d s and consu l t ed one of the c o n c o r d a n c e s 
then bound up wi th v i r t ua l ly a l l ed i t ions of the Geneva B ib le , and 
with s o m e edi t ions of the A u t h o r i z e d V e r s i o n : 30 

Bib le C o n c o r d a n c e , 1600 C o c k e r a m , 1623 

(Accub [in m a r g i n ] ) Akkub, the Accu b . The p r in t of any c r e a -
p r i n t , or m a r k e of a foote, t u r e s foot, 
w h e r e any c r e a t u r e ha th gone . 

Anak . A Giant . . . of whom A n a k i m . A Giant , 
c a m e the A n a k i m s or G i a n t s . 

C o r i m . A M e a s u r e ; . . . it C o r i m . A m e a s u r e of 18. 
is e igh teene gal lons of our ga l lons , 
m e a s u r e , o r t h e r e a b o u t . 

Kab. A m e a s u r e conte in ing Kab. T h r e e wine q u a r t s , 
about 3 . of our wine q u a r t e . 

C o c k e r a m p e r h a p s t u r n e d a l s o to ano the r of B u l l o k a r ' s p r o b a b l e 
s o u r c e s , P u t t e n h a m ' s A r t e of Eng l i sh P o e s i e ; but it m u s t be 
a d m i t t e d that the ev idence for th i s content ion is r a t h e r s l i m . 
Al though t h e r e a r e m o r e than a few unusua l w o r d s which a p p e a r in 
P u t t e n h a m and aga in in C o c k e r a m (e. g. " facundi ty , " for which the 
OED gives 153 0 for the date of the f i r s t e n t r y and 1624 for the 
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second) , I have chosen jus t f ive, which offer a s s t rong ev idence as 
I have been ab le to d i s c o v e r : 

P u t t e n h a m , 1589 C o c k e r a m , 1623 

( B r a c h i l o g a , or the Cut ted 
c o m m a [ m a r g i n a l n o t a t i o n ] ) 
This f igure for p l e a s u r e may
be ca l l ed in our vu lga r the 
cut ted c o m m a , for that t h e r e 
cannot be a s h o r t e r d iv i s ion 
then at e v e r y w o r d s end. The 
G r e e k s in t h e i r language ca l l 
it s h o r t l anguage (p. 213) 

condupl ica t io , . . . is a m a n e r 
of r epe t i t i on , when one and the 
selfe w o r d doth begin and end 
m a n y v e r s e s in sute (pp. 199-
200) 

B r a c h i l o g i e s . Shor t s p e e c h e s . 
( F i r s t two e n t r i e s in the OED 

a r e f rom P u t t e n h a m and 
C o c k e r a m . The t h i rd e n t r y 
is dated 1716.) 

Condupl ica te . To double . 
( C o c k e r a m p rov ides the only 
en t ry for th is word in the OED. 
P u t t e n h a m p r o v i d e s the f i r s t 
for "condupl ica t ion . ") 

t h e i r fence p l a y e s , or 
d ig lad ia t ions of naked m e n , 
t h e i r w r a s t l i n g s , runnings 
(p. 37) 

Dig lad ia t ion . F igh t , s t r i f e , 
deba t e . ( L i t e r a l . P u t t e n h a m 
is the f i r s t [of t h r e e ] e n t r i e s 
in the OED. ) 

t h e r e f o r e of l e a r n e d dutie 
a s k e t h m a r t i a l l g r and i loquence 
(p. 150) 

b e c a u s e the s p e a k e r s e e m e s to 
m a k e a co l l ec t ion of a l l the 
f o r m e r m a t e r i a l po in t s , to 
binde t h e m as it w e r e in a 
bundle and lay t h e m forth to 
enforce the c a u s e and r enew 
the h e a r e r s m e m o r y , then ye 
m a y geve h i m m o r e p r o p e r l y 
the n a m e of the [ co l l ec tou r ] 
or r e c a p i t u l a t o u r (p. 237) 

Grand i l oquus . Which use th 
g r e a t w o r d s . ( P u t t e n h a m is 
the f i r s t en t ry in the OED. ) 

R e c a p i t u l e r . Which br ie f ly 
r e h e a r s e t h . (The OED gives 
but two e x a m p l e s of 
" r e c a p i t u l a t o r , " 1382 Wyclif 
and P u t t e n h a m . It does not 
r e c o g n i z e " r e c a p i t u l e r . " ) 

T h e s e e n t r i e s offer a clue to C o c k e r a m ' s me thod , or m o r e 
a c c u r a t e l y to one of his m e t h o d s , in compi l ing h i s d i c t i ona ry . 
No one s e e m s to have inqu i red into the p r i n c i p l e C o c k e r a m 
followed in choosing which w o r d s he would b o r r o w f rom T h o m a s ' s 
D i c t i o n a r i u m , p robab ly on the g rounds that to s eek for p r i n c i p l e 



\ 1 3 8 

in such chaos would be a t a s k without pos s ib i l i t y of r e w a r d . I wish 
to sugges t that p e r h a p s C o c k e r a m did not pul l out a l l h i s b o r r o w i n g s 
f r o m T h o m a s at wh im, that p e r h a p s s o m e t i m e s he found the w o r d s 
f i r s t and then went to T h o m a s for def ini t ions of t h e m . A l l five of 
the above w o r d s f rom P u t t e n h a m have def ini t ions taken s t r a i g h t 
f r o m T h o m a s , but one of t h e m is p a r t i c u l a r l y to the point h e r e . 
C o c k e r a m s e e m s to have taken " r e c a p i t u l e r " f rom P u t t e n h a m and 
to have looked for a word l ike it in T h o m a s . He would have found 
t h e r e only " R e c a p i t u l a t i o . . . . A s u m m e or b r i e f r e h e a r s i n g of 
a thing spoken a t l a r g e be fo re . " One would expect C o c k e r a m to 
have Eng l i shed th is as " r e c a p i t u l a t i o n . " He s e e m s , howeve r , to 
have had a l r e a d y in mind P u t t e n h a m ' s agent noun and to have 
ad jus ted a c c o r d i n g l y the defini t ion of the a b s t r a c t noun given by 
T h o m a s . 

That C o c k e r a m did s e l e c t w o r d s and then t u r n e d to T h o m a s 
for def in i t ions of t h e m can be s een in h i s b o r r o w i n g s f r o m what 
is the m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g of his s o u r c e s , s o m e of the work of T h o m a s 
N a s h e . So fa r a s I a m a w a r e , no one has sugges t ed that the e a r l y 
l e x i c o g r a p h e r s sought out t e r m s in w o r k s of l i t e r a t u r e , but m o s t 
a s s u r e d l y C o c k e r a m did j u s t tha t in s e v e r a l p i e c e s by N a s h e . 3 1 

Nashe , of a l l w r i t e r s , is l ikely to have been a t t r a c t i v e to a m a n 
i n t e r e s t e d in compi l ing a d i c t i o n a r y of h a r d w o r d s , for a s he s ays 
of h is own l anguage : 

LSomeJ object unto m e the m u l t i t u d e of my b o y s t r o u s 
compound w o r d e s , and the often coyning of the I ta l iona te 
v e r b e s which end a l l in I s e , as m u m m i a n i z e , t y m p a n i z e , 
t i r a n n i z e . . . . 

To the . . . r a n k e of r e p r e h e n d e r s that c o m p l a i n of 
m y b o y s t r o u s compound w o r d e s , and ending my I ta l iona te 
coyned v e r b e s a l l in Ize , thus I r e p l i e : That no winde 
tha t b lowes s t r o n g but is b o y s t r o u s , no s p e e c h or w o r d e s 
of any power of fo rce to confute or p e r s w a d e but m u s t 
bee swel l ing and b o y s t r o u s . F o r the compounding of m y 
w o r d e s , t h e r e i n I i m i t a t e r i c h m e n who, having g a t h e r e d 
s t o r e of white s ingle m o n e y t o g e t h e r , conve r t a n u m b e r 
of t hose s m a l l l i t t l e s c u t e s into g r e a t p e e c e s of gold, 
such as double P i s t o l s and P o r t u g u e s . Our Engl i sh 
tongue of a l l l anguages m o s t s w a r m e t h with the s ingle 
m o n e y of m o n a s i l l a b l e s , which a r e the onely s c a n d a l l of 
it.32 

N a s h e ' s " I t a l iona te coyned v e r b e s " s e e m indeed to have b e e n 
a t t r a c t i v e to C o c k e r a m , a s a good m a n y of t h e m a p p e a r in h i s 
Eng l i sh D i c t i o n a r i e , including two of those Nashe c i t e s above , 
" m u m m i a n i z e " and " t i r a n n i z e . " Some o ther e x a m p l e s a p p e a r below. 
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In dea l ing wi th Nashe I sha l l f i r s t show tha t C o c k e r a m did 
indeed b o r r o w w o r d s f r o m h im, and then I sha l l ind ica te s o m e of 
h i s s o u r c e s (one of whom was T h o m a s ) for h i s def ini t ions of t h e m . 
In the following l i s t a r e w o r d s to be found in Nashe and C o c k e r a m , 
and a p p a r e n t l y n o w h e r e e l s e , including the OED; 

Nashe 

any that w e r e C r e d i t o r - c r a z e d , 
and deade and b u r i e d in debt 
(Ch. T. [ I I , 64 ] ). 

hee s ends for his B a r b e r to 
d e p u r e , d e c u r t a t e , and spunge 
h i m ( "Ep i s t l e D e d i c a t o r i e " to 
Len , St. [ i l l , 148 ] ). 

My eyes have b e e n d ronke . . . 
wyth giving but o r d i n a r i e 
e n t e r c o u r s e th rough t h e i r 
s e a - c i r c l e d Hands to m y 
d i s t i l l ing d r e r i m e n t (Unf. T r a v . 
[il, 213 ] ) . 

she hath s t e e l e d my soft 
i m p r e s s i v e h a r t , and 
m i r m i d o n i z ' d m y n e eyes 
(Ch. T. II, 57 ] ). 

C o c k e r a m , 1623 

C r e d i t o r - c r a z d . B a n q u e r o u t . 

D e c u r t a t e . To s h o r t e n . 

D r e r i m e n t . S o r r o w , 
h e a v i n e s s e . 

M i r m i d o n i z ' d . H a r d e n e d . 

T h e r e a r e a l s o s o m e few w o r d s for which the OED g ives a s c i t a 
t ions only Nashe and C o c k e r a m , o r Nashe and C o c k e r a m and o the r 
d i c t i o n a r i e s , o r Nashe and d i c t i o n a r i e s l a t e r than C o c k e r a m ' s , o r 
g ives C o c k e r a m for the f i r s t c i ta t ion . Some e x a m p l e s a r e : 

Nashe C o c k e r a m , 1623 

thou m u s t be A n t h r o p o p h a g i z ' d 
by thyne owne Mothe r (Ch. T. 
[II, 73 ] ) . 

once m o r e I wil a s s e r t i o n a t e , 
V e r t u e ha th no en imie but 
p r y d e . (Ch. T . [ II, 41 ] ) . 

A n t h r o p o p h a g i z e . One m a n to 
k i l l and eat a n o t h e r s f lesh . 
( C o c k e r a m is the f i r s t e n t r y 
in the OED. ) 

A s s e r t i o n a t e . To avouch . 
(Nashe and C o c k e r a m only 
c i t a t ions in the OED. ) 
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h e r H a r t , h e r Lunges , h e r 
L i v e r , & h e r Gal , a r e a l l 
c a r i o n i z ' d and con t amina t ed 
wi th s u r f e t s of s e l f e -wi l l 
(Ch. T. [ I I , 5 1 ] ). 

C a r i o n i z e d . Stinking (Nashe 
and C o c k e r a m only c i t a t ions 
in the OED, ) 

wi th a lustful c o l l a c h r i m a t i o n 
l amen t ing my J e w i s h 
P r e m u n i r e (Unf. T r a y , 
[ i l , 305 ] ). 

no Trophy r e m a y n i n g , no s tone 
but d i s c i t ua t e (Ch. T. [ i l , 
7 8 ] ). 

C o l l a c h r i m a t i o n . A weeping 
wi th . ( C o c k e r a m f i r s t c i ta t ion 
in the OED, which , h o w e v e r , 
a l s o l i s t s " c o l l a c r i m a t e , " wi th 
N a s h e , C o c k e r a m , and one 
o the r d i c t i ona ry c i ted . ) 

D i s c i t u a t e d . D i sp l aced o v e r 
t u r n e d . (Nashe and C o c k e r a m 
only c i t a t ions in the OED. ) 

thou that e r e th is has d i s p a r -
r ad iz 'd our f i r s t P a r e n t A d a m 
(Ch. T. II, 80). 

D i s p a r a d i z e d . F a l n e f r o m 
h a p p i n e s s e to m i s e r i e . (Nashe 
and C o c k e r a m only c i t a t ions in 
the OED. ) 

a b l acke inckie hood embay l ing 
h e r b r igh t head (Ch. T. II, 61); 
so emba i l ing and g i rd l ing in 
th i s moun t (Len. St. I l l , 166). 

E m b a y l i n g . C o m p a s s i n g . 
(Nashe and C o c k e r a m only 
c i t a t ions in the OED. ) 

she had no o the r refuge of 
f o s t e r m e n t , she was con
s t r a i n e d , . . . having but 
one onely sonne , to k i l l h i m 
and r o s t h i m (Ch. T. [ II, 71 ] ) . 

F o s t e r m e n t . F o o d e , n o u r i s h 
m e n t . (Nashe and C o c k e r a m 
only c i t a t ions in the OED. ) 

give m e l eave , with the s p o r t i v e 
Sea P o r p o s e s , p r e l u d i a t e l i e 
a l i t t le to p lay be fo re the s t o r m e 
of my T e a r e s (Ch. T [ II, 9 ] ). 

P r e l u d i a t e l y - d o n e . Done a s a 
P r o l o g u e . (Nashe and 
C o c k e r a m only c i t a t ions in the 
OED. ) 

Man, woman , chylde , he sha l l 
u n m o r t a l i z e & m a n g l e (Ch. T. 
I l l , 4 8 ] ) . 

U n m o r t a l i z ' d . Kild, dead . 
(Nashe and C o c k e r a m P a r t II 
only c i t a t ions in the OED. ) 

In both Nashe and C o c k e r a m a r e to be found m a n y o the r w o r d s 
of s i m i l a r n a t u r e , that is w o r d s which a r e " I t a l i ona t e " or o t h e r 
w i s e e c c e n t r i c or o b s c u r e . F o r m o s t of t h e s e w o r d s the OED wil l 
give one o r p e r h a p s s e v e r a l c i t a t ions o ther than Nashe a n d / o r 
C o c k e r a m ; t h u s , a l though I cannot d e m o n s t r a t e abso lu t e ly that 
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C o c k e r a m did b o r r o w a l l o r m o s t of t h e m f rom N a s h e , I think 
(having shown the p robab i l i t y of a connect ion) it is r e a s o n a b l e to 
infer tha t he did. 3 3 Occas iona l ly a confused defini t ion wi l l he lp 
to suppor t th is i n f e r ence . F o r i n s t a n c e , C o c k e r a m has for the 
w o r d " e n s n a r l " the h e t e r o d o x defini t ion "to gnash the t ee th . " 3 4 

It s e e m s p l aus ib l e that h is defini t ion is the unhappy r e s u l t of a 
m i s r e a d i n g of N a s h e , who w r i t e s : "and gnawing th rough e v e r y 
p a r t of thy scu l l , e n s n a r l e t h e i r t ee th a m o n g s t thy b r a i n e s , a s an 
A n g l e r e n s n a r l e t h his hooke a m o n g s t w e e d e s " (Ch. T. [ II, 140 ] ). 
F o r " s a t u r n i n e " C o c k e r a m has the defini t ion " m o s t un luck ie . " At 
one p l a c e the w o r d a p p e a r s in Nashe in a way that could e a s i l y be 
m i s c o n s t r u e d to suppor t C o c k e r a m ' s i m p r o b a b l e defini t ion: 
"Rat i f ied it is (bad- fa ted Sa tu rn ine boy) that thou m u s t be A n t h r o -
pophag iz 'd by thine owne m o t h e r " (Ch. T. [ II, 73 J ). As C o c k e r a m 
s e e m s a l s o to have taken " a n t h r o p o p h a g i z e " f r o m Nashe ( s ee above) , 
t h e r e is add i t iona l r e a s o n to s u s p e c t that he had th is p a r t i c u l a r 
s en t ence be fo re h im at one t i m e . 

C o n t r a r y to the i n f e rence tha t might be d r a w n f r o m t h e s e two 
e x a m p l e s , h o w e v e r , C o c k e r a m does not s e e m to have t aken 
def ini t ions (to w h a t e v e r extent m i s c o n s t r u e d ) f rom Nashe except 
when he could not find t h e m e l s e w h e r e . His me thod s e e m s to have 
been , a s it p robab ly was when he b o r r o w e d w o r d s f r o m P u t t e n h a m , 
to find the t e r m in Nashe and then , if p o s s i b l e , to get a defini t ion 
for it f rom T h o m a s ' s D i c t i o n a r i u m or f rom one of the R i d e r - H o l y o k e 
d i c t i o n a r i e s or , l e s s commonly , f rom Bu l loka r . Although N a s h e ' s 
context could have i n s p i r e d the s ense of the following def in i t ions , 
t h e i r word ing s e e m s indebted to the L a t i n - E n g l i s h d i c t i o n a r i e s : 

R i d e r - H o l y o k e , 1617 C o c k e r a m , 1623 

An th ropaphagus . . . . That An th ropophag i ze . One m a n to 
ea te th o r feedeth upon m a n s ki l l and eat a n o t h e r s f lesh, 
f l esh . (See context in Nashe a b o v e . ) 

T h o m a s , 1596 

A s s e r t i o . . . . An a f f i rmance A s s e r t i o n a t e . To avouch, 
o r a f f i rming ; . . . an a v o u c h - (See context in Nashe above . ) 
ing. 

I n t e r c e s s u s . . . . A c o m m i n g I n t e r c e s s i o n a t e . To i n t r e a t 
o r put t ing be tweene , an for one. (Nashe , one o the r 
i n t r e a t i n g . [ 1598 ] , and C o c k e r a m only 

c i t a t ions in the OED. ) 
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R e f r a g o r . . . . To r e s i s t , R e f r a g a t e . To ga inesay , 
r epugne , be aga ins t , con - (Nashe , C o c k e r a m , and one 
t r a r i e to , g a i n e s a y , o r o the r [1661 J only c i t a t ions in 
den i e . the OED. ) 

T h e s e e x a m p l e s , though r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , a r e only m o d e r a t e l y con
c l u s i v e , l a r g e l y b e c a u s e of C o c k e r a m ' s habi t of shor t en ing his 
def ini t ions by omit t ing one or m o r e e l e m e n t s of the def ini t ions 
offered by h i s s o u r c e s . One r e s u l t of th is p r a c t i c e is that the 
connec t ion be tween C o c k e r a m and Nashe is not a lways so c l e a r a s 
it might b e . F u r t h e r m o r e , s o m e t i m e s C o c k e r a m ' s defini t ion for 
a w o r d wi l l not fit into N a s h e ' s contex t , and s o m e t i m e s the f o r m 
of the w o r d i tself has l i t t le to do with the t e r m being defined by 
(say) T h o m a s , when T h o m a s ' s defini t ion s e e m s to be the one 
C o c k e r a m b o r r o w e d . It is not s u r p r i s i n g that the m o s t convincing 
ev idence tha t C o c k e r a m did indeed t ake t e r m s f r o m Nashe and 
t h e i r def ini t ions f r o m one of the L a t i n - E n g l i s h d i c t i o n a r i e s c o m e s 
f r o m a C o c k e r a m b l u n d e r . One of the e n t r i e s in h i s Eng l i sh 
D i c t i o n a r i e is the odd " M i r r o w r i n g . Wonder ing . " In N a s h e ' s 
C h r i s t s T e a r e s over J e r u s a l e m is the following s e n t e n c e : " V e n 
geance on your sou les and a l l the d i scending g e n e r a t i o n s of the 
seede of your T r y b e s , for thus m i r r o u r i n g m e e for the M o n a r c h -
m o n s t e r of M o t h e r s " (II, 76). C o c k e r a m s e e m s to have t aken the 
t e r m f r o m Nashe (the date of the e a r l i e s t en t ry for th is f o r m of 
the ve rb " m i r r o r " in the OED is 1852); but w h e r e did he get the 
defini t ion, which ha rd ly fits into N a s h e ' s con tex t ? A p p a r e n t l y 
T h o m a s p rov ided it for h i m . In h i s D i c t i o n a r i u m one finds " M i r o r . 
. . . To m a r v e i l e , to wonder at . . . . " T h e r e is no r e a s o n to 
su spec t that C o c k e r a m got the f o r m of the ve rb f rom T h o m a s , or 
that he got the defini t ion of it f rom Nashe . But if he was in the 
habit of taking w o r d s f rom Nashe and def ini t ions f rom T h o m a s , the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of C o c k e r a m ' s e n t r y , if not the s u b s t a n c e of it, m a k e s 
s e n s e . 

If C o c k e r a m did take w o r d s f r o m P u t t e n h a m and Nashe , and 
the def ini t ions for those w o r d s f rom such L a t i n - E n g l i s h d i c t i on 
a r i e s a s R i d e r - H o l y o k e and T h o m a s , then we have at l e a s t p a r t of 
an a n s w e r to a ques t ion tha t h a s not p r e v i o u s l y b e e n a s k e d , 
a l though it p e r h a p s should have been : How did e a r l y l e x i c o g r a p h e r s 
dec ide which w o r d s to b o r r o w f r o m the L a t i n - E n g l i s h d i c t i o n a r i e s ? 
But the ques t ion , it should be s t r e s s e d , is only p a r t l y a n s w e r e d . 
F o r s o m e w o r d s , such a s the following, it s e e m s unl ikely that any 
p r inc ip l e of s e l ec t i on was o p e r a t i v e , but r a t h e r someth ing of a 
t a s t e for the odd: 
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C o c k e r a m , 1623 

A c e r sec omicke . One whose h a i r e was n e v e r cut . 

A d s t u p i a t e . G r e a t l y to e s t e e m e r i c h e s . 

B u b u l c i t a t e . To c r y l ike a cow boy. 

Bu lb i t a t e . To befi l th ones b r e e c h . 

C o m m o t r i x . A m a i d that m a k e s r e a d y and unready h e r 
M i s t r i s . 

C u c u r i a t e . To c row like a cocke . 

Degu la t e . To c o n s u m e in bel ly c h e e r e . 

D e p a l m a t e . To give one a box on the e a r . 

G l a c i t a t e . To c r y l ike a gande r . 

Ob l igu ra t e . To spend in b e l l y - c h e e r e . 3 5 

F o r edi t ions subsequen t to that of 1623 C o c k e r a m added s o m e 
new m a t e r i a l to h i s Eng l i sh D i c t i o n a r i e . S t a r n e s and Noyes point 
out that C o c k e r a m " e n l a r g e d m a n y of his def ini t ions be tween his 
f i r s t (1623) and h i s s even th (1642) ed i t i ons . F o r the expans ions 
he cont inued to d raw f r o m B u l l o k a r " (p. 30). The expans ions 
a p p e a r , in fact , in the second edi t ion of 1626, and C o c k e r a m did 
not d r a w only f r o m B u l l o k a r . Looking into the n a t u r e of those 
e x p a n s i o n s , I should f i r s t l ike to c o n s i d e r C o c k e r a m ' s m e t h o d of 
b o r r o w i n g f r o m B u l l o k a r . He s e e m s to have lacked B u l l o k a r ' s 
l e a r n i n g or invent ion , but a l s o s e e m s to have hit upon the not ion 
of d i sgu i s ing to s o m e extent h is b o r r o w i n g s . Thus , when he took 
a defini t ion of two or m o r e e l e m e n t s f rom B u l l o k a r , h is habi t was 
to change t h e i r o r d e r , or s o m e t i m e s m e r e l y to omit an e l e m e n t or 
a p o r t i o n thereof . In the l a t t e r c a s e he usua l ly omi t t ed the f i r s t 
e l emen t ( s ) of the def ini t ion and r e t a ined the l a s t . In s o m e i n s t a n c e s 
th is has l i t t le effect: 

B u l l o k a r , 1616 C o c k e r a m , 1623 C o c k e r a m , 1626 

A c u t e . S h a r p e , A c u t e . Wit ty. A c u t e , Wit ty , s h a r p e . 
w i t t i e . 

A p p r o b a t e . To A p p r o b a t e . To A p p r o b a t e , To a l low, 
l ike , to a l lowe . a l low. to l ike . 

In o ther i n s t a n c e s , h is o m i s s i o n s o r i n v e r s i o n s , or both, lead to 
s o m e l u d i c r o u s def ini t ions: 
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B u l l o k a r , 1616 

A d o r e . To w o r 
sh ip , to give 
divine r e v e r a n c e . 

Cheeke v a r n i s h . 
Pa in t ing used by 
s o m e women . 

C o c k e r a m , 1623 

A d o r e . To w o r 
sh ip . 

C h e e k e - v a r n i s h . 
P a i n t i n g . 

C o c k e r a m , 1626 

A d o r e , to w o r s h i p , 
to g ive . 

( s a m e a s 1623) 

C o m m e n t . Notes 
of i n s t ruc t i on se t 
in s o m e b o o k e s , 
to expounde such 
th ings a s cannot 
e a s i l y bee u n d e r 
s tood . S o m e t i m e 
it is t aken for a 
l ie o r fayned t a l e . 

E x p o s e . To se t 
for th : to se t to 
view; to put a b r o a d 
in h a z z a r d . 

J a c e n t . Lying 
a long . 

M e m b r a n e . The 
upmos t th in skin 
in any p a r t of the 
body. 

( s a m e a s 1623) C o m m e n t . A lye or 
t a l e , s o m e t i m e s a 
note of i n s t r u c t i o n 
se t in the m a r g e n t 
of a Booke to e x 
pound that which is 
h a r d to bee u n d e r 
s tood. 

E x p o s e , to se t to ( s a m e a s 1623) 
view, to se t a b r o a d . 

J a c e n t . Lying. 

M e m b r a n e . The 
thinne skinne and 
upmos t of any p a r t 
of the body. 

( s a m e a s 1623) 

( s a m e a s 1623) 

C o c k e r a m ' s p r a c t i c e of s l ight ly a l t e r i n g h i s b o r r o w i n g s f r o m 
B u l l o k a r can be s een e l s e w h e r e . In h i s second edi t ion , of 1626, 
C o c k e r a m i n s e r t s into "A P r e m o n i t i o n f rom the Author to the 
R e a d e r " a p a s s a g e lifted a l m o s t in tac t f rom B u l l o k a r ' s "An 
I n s t r u c t i o n to the R e a d e r " : 

B u l l o k a r , 1616 

Have c a r e to s e a r c h e v e r y w o r d a c c o r d i n g to the t r u e 
O r t h o g r a p h y thereof , a s for Phoen ix in the L e t t e r P . 
not in F . for Hypos t a t i c a l l in Hy: not in Hi.: R e m e m b e r 
a l s o that e v e r y w o r d m a r k e d with m a r k e * is an olde 
word , onely used of s o m e anc ien t w r i t e r s , and now 
growne out of u s e . ( s ig . A4v) 
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C o c k e r a m , 1626 

Onely by the way, I would e n t r e a t t h e e , gent le R e a d e r , 
tha t thou woulds t have c a r e to s e a r c h e v e r y w o r d 
a c c o r d i n g to the t r u e Or thog raphy thereof , a s for 
P h y s i o g n o m i e , in the L e t t e r P . not in F . for Cyn ica l l , 
in Cy. not in Ci. and w h e r e thou m e e t e s t wi th a w o r d 
m a r k e d thus * know you that it is now out of u s e , and 
onely used of s o m e anc ien t W r i t e r s , (s ig . A4 ) 

What is to be r e m a r k e d h e r e is not that C o c k e r a m would take 
m a t e r i a l f r o m B u l l o k a r , but that he would feel s o m e c o n s t r a i n t 
to concea l , howeve r feebly, the fact that he had t aken i t . This 
s e e m s c o n s i s t e n t with h i s man ipu la t ion of the e l e m e n t s of the 
v a r i o u s def ini t ions that he p icked up f rom B u l l o k a r . I m u s t c o n 
f e s s , h o w e v e r , tha t a l though I find C o c k e r a m ' s a t t e m p t s to c o v e r 
h i s t r a c k s a r e p robab ly i n t e r e s t i n g , I do not know what they m e a n . 
S u r e l y no one would be dece ived by h i s e f for t s , and, given that 
such p l a g i a r i s m was the c o m m o n p r a c t i c e in l ex i cog raph ic c i r c l e s 
(if tha t is not too expans ive a t e r m ) , it is h a r d to imagine that 
anyone would c a r e . He m u s t have paid s o m e a t t en t ion to what he 
was saying in the above p a s s a g e lifted f r o m Bu l loka r , not only 
b e c a u s e he saw fit to change the e x a m p l e s in the two m o d e l s for 
the o r t h o g r a p h y l e s s o n , but a l s o b e c a u s e he s t a r r e d a few w o r d s 
in the 1626 edi t ion, w h e r e a s none was s t a r r e d in the 1623 ed i t i on . 
Tha t he chose to inc lude the c o m m e n t on "olde w o r d s " s e e m s to 
have been m o r e for the sake of being ab le to c l a i m modi f i ca t ion 
than for the modi f ica t ion i tself , for he used the a s t e r i s k in the 
m o s t d e s u l t o r y p o s s i b l e m a n n e r . F o r i n s t a n c e , he s t a r r e d four 
w o r d s under "A" (all four a r e f r o m Bul loka r ; the f i r s t two a r e 
not s t a r r e d in Bu l loka r , and the second two c o r r e s p o n d to the only 
two w o r d s Bu l loka r did s t a r under " A " ) , and s t a r r e d not a s ingle 
w o r d under the l e t t e r s "G, " " L , " and "W" (al though under those 
t h r e e l e t t e r s , he took s o m e twenty- four s t a r r e d w o r d s f r o m 
B u l l o k a r ) . The c i r c u m s t a n c e s r e m a i n the s a m e in l a t e r ed i t ions 
of C o c k e r a m : the s a m e four w o r d s under "A" r e m a i n s t a r r e d , no 
s t a r s a r e i n t roduced into "G, " " L , " or "W, " and th is ho lds t r u e 
for ed i t ions of C o c k e r a m up to and including the eighth of 1647. 

It has a l r e a d y been men t ioned that C o c k e r a m expanded h is 
d i c t i o n a r y by augment ing def ini t ions he had t aken f rom B u l l o k a r . 
He a l s o inc luded add i t iona l w o r d s and def ini t ions in his second 
edi t ion , thus f u r t h e r just i fying the s t a t e m e n t on the t i t l e -page , 
"The s econd Ed i t ion , r e v i s e d and e n l a r g e d . " Of the t w e n t y - s e v e n 
w o r d s added under the l e t t e r "A, " e igh teen a r e f rom C a w d r e y or 
B u l l o k a r (it is not a lways p o s s i b l e to say tha t one d i c t i ona ry 
r a t h e r than the o the r was C o c k e r a m ' s s o u r c e for any given word) 
and nine a r e f rom the "Index . . . of the h a r d e s t w o r d s " in 
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S y l v e s t e r ' s t r a n s l a t i o n of Du B a r t a s . But C o c k e r a m was s c a r c e l y 
m o r e r i g o r o u s of p r i n c i p l e in h i s m a n n e r of augment ing h i s d i c t i on 
a r y than in his m a n n e r of s t a r r i n g old w o r d s . He tended to add 
w o r d s t o w a r d s the beginning of his d i c t i o n a r y but not t o w a r d s the 
end. Thus for the l e t t e r "A" he added t w e n t y - s e v e n w o r d s , for 
" B " s i x t e e n w o r d s , for "G" one word , for " L " two w o r d s , and for 
"W" none . This p a t t e r n is roughly the s a m e one he followed in 
expanding def ini t ions for w o r d s he had a l r e a d y b o r r o w e d f r o m 
B u l l o k a r in h i s edi t ion of 1623. That i s , def ini t ions t o w a r d s the 
beginning of the D i c t i o n a r i e w e r e often expanded in the 1626 edi t ion , 
the def ini t ions t o w a r d s the end w e r e not . The following e x a m p l e s 
cons i s t of four consecu t ive w o r d s b o r r o w e d f r o m Bu l loka r under 
"A" and four under "R": 

B u l l o k a r , 1616 C o c k e r a m , 1623 C o c k e r a m , 1626 

Alpha . The f i r s t 
l e t t e r of the 
G r e e k e s : w h e r e f o r e 
it is s o m e t i m e 
t aken for the f i r s t 
or cheef in any 
thing. 

A lpha . The f i r s t 
l e t t e r of the G r e e k e s . 

Alpha , The f i r s t 
l e t t e r of the G r e e k e s , 
t aken a l s o for the 
f i r s t or chiefe in 
a th ing. 

Alphabe t . The 
c r o s s e r o w of 
l e t t e r s , the A, 
B , C. 

Alphabe t . The 
C r o s s e r o w . 

Alphabe t , The 
C r o s s e r o w e of 
l e t t e r s , the A, B , 
C. 

Alphabe t i ca l ! , 
longing to the 
Alphabe t . 

B e - A lphabe t i ca l ! . B e • 
longing to the 
C r o s s e r o w . 

A lphabe t i ca l ! , 
Belonging to the 
C r o s s e r o w e . 

A l t e r c a t i o n . An 
a n g r i e r e a s o n i n g 
or wrang l ing in 
w o r d s . 

A l t e r c a t i o n . An 
a n g r y r e a s o n i n g in 
w o r d s . 

A l t e r c a t i o n , An 
a n g r y r e a s o n i n g or 
wrang l ing in w o r d s . 

R e l i q u e s . Things 
left or r e m a i n i n g . 
Mos t c o m m o n l y it 
is taken for the 
b o d i e s , or s o m e 
p a r t of the b o d i e s , 
o r somewha t which 
hath toucht the bodies 
of Sa in ts now in heaven, 

R e l i q u e s . Things 
left or r e m a i n i n g . 

R e l i q u e s , Things 
left, or r e m a i n i n g . 
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R e m i s s e . S lack , 
negl igent o r c a r e -
l e s s e . 

R e m i s s e . Neg
l igent , s l a ck . 

R e m i s s e , Negl igent , 
s l ack . 

R e m i t . To send 
back: s o m e t i m e 
to r e l e a s e o r 
fo rg ive . 

R e m o r s e . Doubt -
fu lnesse in con
s c i e n c e , to doe a 
th ing. : a s t a g g e r 
ing in m i n d e : s o m e 
t i m e p i t t i fu lnesse 
o r r e p e n t a n c e of a 
bad done . 

R e m i t . To send 
back . 

R e m o r s e . R e p e n t 
ance of a bad deed 
done , p i t t i fu lnes se . 

R e m i t , To send back . 

R e m o r s e , R e p e n t a n c e 
of a bad deed done , 
p i t t i fu lnes se . 

Thus when ta lking of the extent of C o c k e r a m ' s augmen ta t i ons and 
modi f i ca t ions in ed i t ions p a s t the f i r s t , one m u s t t ake into con
s i d e r a t i o n the d i s t r i bu t i on of those augmen ta t i ons and mod i f i ca t i ons . 
S t a r n e s and Noyes take t h e i r e x a m p l e s for C o c k e r a m ' s expans ion 
of his d i c t i o n a r y e n t i r e l y f r o m the l e t t e r "A, " and a l though t h e i r 
c e n t r a l point tha t C o c k e r a m did cont inue " to d r a w f r o m B u l l o k a r " 
is c o r r e c t , it is m i s l e a d i n g to a s s u m e that e x a m p l e s taken f r o m 
" A " a r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . He did cont inue to d r a w f r o m B u l l o k a r 
(and e l s e w h e r e ) , but only enough to convince a r e a d e r g lancing 
th rough the f i r s t p a r t of h i s " r e v i s e d and e n l a r g e d " d i c t i o n a r y that 
it was somewha t different f r o m the f i r s t edi t ion. As with his 
s t a r r i n g of w o r d s , h is a i m s e e m s to have been m o r e to jus t i fy a 
c l a i m on the t i t l e - p a g e than to advance E n g l i s h l ex i cog raphy . 

But advance Eng l i sh l ex i cography he did, o r , if " a d v a n c e " is 
the wrong word , a t l e a s t he influenced it. In t h e i r d i s c u s s i o n of 
B l o u n t ' s G l o s s o g r a p h i a and P h i l l i p s ' New Wor ld of W o r d s , S t a r n e s 
and Noyes b a r e l y acknowledge C o c k e r a m ' s influence on the f i r s t 
two d i c t i o n a r i e s of the second half of the seven teen th cen tu ry ; in 
fact they fail even to m e n t i o n C o c k e r a m as being one of B loun t ' s 
s o u r c e s . They do say that B u l l o k a r ' s d i c t i o n a r y had s o m e influence 
on B l o u n t ' s , and they acknowledge that for P h i l l i p s ' New Wor ld of 
W o r d s B u l l o k a r and C o c k e r a m w e r e " s u b o r d i n a t e s o u r c e s " (p. 49) . 
The OED, h o w e v e r , l i s t s a n u m b e r of w o r d s , in the o r d e r of 
s e v e r a l hund red , for which C o c k e r a m and Blount and o the r ( l a t e r ) 
d i c t i o n a r i e s p rov ide the only e n t r i e s . Al though it is pos s ib l e that 
C o c k e r a m and Blount co inc iden ta l ly p lucked the s a m e w o r d s f r o m 
the L a t i n - E n g l i s h d i c t i o n a r i e s , it s e e m s m o r e l ikely that Blount 
consu l t ed C o c k e r a m for s o m e s u g g e s t i o n s , such a s the following, 
for which C o c k e r a m and Blount p rov ide the only c i t a t ions in the 
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OED: 

C o c k e r a m , 1623 

A d h a m a t e . To hooke , to 
b ind. 

Blount , 1656 

A d h a m a t e (adhamo) to ca tch or 
take with hook or ne t . 

A m n i c k . A R i v e r . Amnick (amnicus ) of o r b e l o n g 
ing to a R i v e r . 

A r g e n t a g e n i e . The s i l v e r -
s i c k n e s s e . 

Caco log ie . Ill r e p o r t . 

Cucuba te . To c r i e l ike an 
owle. 

Argen tang iny (a rgen tang ina) 
the s i l v e r Squincy, when one 
for mony faigns h imse l f s i ck 
and not to speak . 

Cacology (cacolgia) evi l l s p e e c h 
or r e p o r t , d e t r a c t i o n . 

Cucubate (cucubo) to m a k e a 
no i se l ike an Owl, to howl o r 
whoop. 

D i s c a l c e a t e . To put off ones 
S h o e s . 

D i s c a l c e a t e (d i sca lceo) to pull 
off ones s h o e s . 

P e c t i n a t e . To c o m b e . 

So lea ted . Shod l ike a h o r s e , 
wi th I ron in h i s s h o o e s . 

T o r q u a t e d . One w e a r i n g a 
cha ine . 

P e c t i n a t e (pectino) to k e m b , to 
h a r r o w c o r n , while it is in g r a s , 
to r ake c o r n t o g e t h e r . 

So lea ted ( so lea tus ) shod, a s 
h o r s e s a r e , o r tha t w e a r s 
p a t t e n s . 

T o r q u a t e d ( to rqua tus ) that w e a r s 
a c o l l a r or cha in . 

T r a n s f u m e . To s m o a k e th row. T r a n s f u m e ( t ransfumo) to s m o a k 
tho row. 

Blount , h o w e v e r , was m o r e adept than C o c k e r a m , and in h i s 
d i c t i o n a r y and in subsequen t d i c t i o n a r i e s of the s even teen th cen tu ry 
one does not find s o m e of the m o r e a m u s i n g e n t r i e s tha t had c r e p t 
into C o c k e r a m ' s D i c t i o n a r i e . 36 F o r i n s t a n c e , e n t r i e s l ike those 
for " B u l b i t a t e , " " C o m m o t r i x " (above, p . 153), " C o m m e n t " and 
" M e m b r a n e " (above, p . 154 ) s imp ly do not a p p e a r in such 
d i c t i o n a r i e s a s B loun t ' s and P h i l l i p s ' , or in those of l a t e r c o m 
p i l e r s who, l ike P h i l l i p s , w e r e heav i ly indebted to Blount . 3 7 

Although Blount r e l i e d upon C o c k e r a m for s o m e m a t e r i a l , e s p e c i a l l y 



\ 149 

for his choice of La t in w o r d s m a d e Eng l i sh , in h i s s e r i o u s n e s s of 
p u r p o s e he was c l o s e r to the s p i r i t of B u l l o k a r . But unlike 
B u l l o k a r , who was a p p a r e n t l y content to ignore the p lunde r ings of 
C o c k e r a m (which w e r e , in fact , f a r m o r e ou t r ageous than those of 
P h i l l i p s ) , Blount , p e r h a p s b e c a u s e of a new e a r n e s t n e s s among 
E n g l i s h l e x i c o g r a p h e r s , took P h i l l i p s to t a sk for his f o o l i s h n e s s . 
E a r l y and l a t e r s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y l e x i c o g r a p h e r s , a s migh t be 
expec ted , r e f l ec t ed different a t t i t udes t o w a r d s the Eng l i sh l anguage . 
In t h e i r own way they i l l u s t r a t e d the d i f ference be tween a T h o m a s 
Nashe and The Roya l Soc ie ty . 



\ NOTES 

1 The m a t t e r is d i scussed in some detai l in DeWitt T. S ta rnes and 
Ger t rude E. Noyes, The English Dict ionary from Cawdrey to Johnson 
(Chapel Hill: U. of North Carolina P . , 1946), pp. 51-56. 

2 Har le ian Miscellany, V (1810), 428-434. 

3 Of the forty-nine examples , th i r teen do not appear at a l l in the OED, 
although all a r e in Cockeram; for twenty-four more Cockeram is the only 
source noted in the OED that would have been available to the author of 
Vindex Anglicus . 

Cocke ram ' s Dict ionar ie , f i rs t published in 1623, was in its seventh 
edition by 1642. 

4 Especia l ly DeWitt T. S ta rnes , "English Dict ionar ies of the Seventeenth 
C e n t u r y , " U. of Texas Studies in English, No. 17(1937), pp. 15-51; 
Ger t rude E. Noyes, "Some In ter re la t ions of English Dict ionar ies of the 
Seventeenth Cen tu ry , " PMLA, 54(1939) , 990-1006; Starnes and Noyes, 
The English Dict ionary from Cawdrey to Johnson, Chaps. 2, 3, and 4. 
In addition, I should mention that after the p resen t study was completed, 
I d i scovered that some of the findings in it had been anticipated by Prof. 
Jiirgen S chafer in his very useful a r t i c le "The Hard Word Dic t ionar ies : 
A R e - a s s e s s m e n t , " Leeds Studies in English, 4 (1970) , 31-48. 

5 See Miss Noyes1 note "The F i r s t English Dict ionary, Cawdrey ' s Table 
Alphabetical!" (MEN, 58 (1943), 600-605) on the relat ion of Cawdrey to 
other Engl ish s c h o o l m a s t e r s . 

6 F i r s t edition, 1587. It was in its sixth edition by 1600. 

7 One edition only, 1590. 

8 One edition only, 1588. 

9 Under the le t te r "G, " for example, which I use in i l lus t ra t ion below, 
the re appear in Bright 195 words , in Bales 224 words , and in Cawdrey 
49 words . Bright and Ba les , in te res ted in shorthand, included very 
many "easy" words . Coote and Cawdrey r e s t r i c t e d themse lves , more 
or l e s s , to re la t ively "hard, " but not uncommon words . 

10 Trans la ted into English by Ar thur Golding. The f irst edition is that of 
1569; the fourth and last edition is that of 1578. 

11 The f i rs t Rhemes edition is that of 1582. Fu lke ' s vers ion was f irs t 
pr inted in 1589. In succeeding editions of both vers ions the "Explicat ion" 
was repr in ted without a l te ra t ion . 

12 F i r s t pr inted in 1525 [ ? ] . It subsequently appeared under varying ti t les 
and with varying degrees of amendment in no fewer than twelve editions 
by 1602. The edition of 1602, the last to appear p r i o r to the Table 
Alphabetical! , is the one r e fe r r ed to below. 

13 The T r e a s u r y of the F r e n c h Tong, 1580; A Dict ionar ie of F r e n c h and 
English, 1593. 
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14 p . 19. In his facsimile edition of the 1604 Table Alphabetical! , Rober t A. 
P e t e r s accepts the evaluation of S ta rnes and Noyes (Gainsvil le, F lor ida : 
S c h o l a r s ' F a c s i m i l e s and Repr in t s , 1966), p . xi i i . 

15 It should be noted that the second edition (1609), of which the re is one 
recorded copy, at Pembroke College, Cambr idge , a l so employs the 
ph ra se "much in larged" on its t i t l e -page . So far as I have been able to 
de t e rmine , through the generous a s s i s t ance of P r o f e s s o r Lila Gel ler , it 
is vi r tual ly the same as the edition of 1613. 

16 Four words which appear in the 1604 edition under "A" do not appear in 
the 1613 and 1617 edi t ions. 

17 He s eems pre t ty well to have exhausted the r e s o u r c e s of Hemmingsen and 
the Rhemes New Tes tament for the f i r s t edition, and he or his succes so r 
s eems not to have re tu rned to these sources nor to Ras t e l l ' s T e r m e s of 
the Lawes when expanding A Table Alphabet ical! in la ter edi t ions. 

18 The f i rs t edition is that of 1598. I refer he re to the second, and las t , 
edition of 1602, which s eems to have been the one used by Cawdrey, as 
the word "wal ter ing" (see l is t of words under "W" in text on p. 134 
appea r s only in the 1602 edition. This a l so is the edition r e f e r r ed to by 
Bullokar (see n. 22). 

19 The only ear ly edition is that of 1589. All page re fe rences a r e to The 
A r t e of English Poes i e , ed. Gladys Doidge Willcock and Alice Walker 
(Cambridge: C . U . P . , 1936). 

Of the dozens of works , the texts ( ra the r than the " tables") of which 
were examined because ea r ly en t r ies in the OED indicated that they might 
possibly be sources for the ear ly l ex icographers , The Ar te of English 
Poes i e is one of the few that has seemed to justify the effort. 

20 It might be mentioned in pass ing that their comment on the number of 
en t r ies in the 1656 edition of the English Exposi tor is a l so incor rec t . 
They say that in it " the re a r e , in fact, few actual additions to the en t r ies 
or few changes of any kind" (p. 23). The c la im on the t i t le -page that the 
volume was "withe the addition of above a thousand words enlarged" is 
m o r e near ly a c c u r a t e . 

21 M o r r i s P a l m e r Til ley. A Dictionary of the P r o v e r b s in England in the 
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centur ies (Ann Arbor : U. of Michigan P . , 
1950). 

22 It is possible to identify the edition of Speght used by Bullokar as that 
of 1602: 

Speght, 1598 Speght, 1602 Bul lokar , 1616 

c o r b e t s , s tones co rbe t s , places in Corbe ts . P l ace s in 
whereon Images walls where images walles where Images 
stand. stand. stand. 

(Concerning the genera l definition of the word the OED says : "Er roneous ly 
explained in Dic t ionar ies , e tc . , from mis in t e rp re t ing the . . . passage 
in Chaucer . " Speght, p rec i se ly , was the or iginator of the definition. ) 
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23 I suspect that Bullokar a l so borrowed a few "olde words" from the 121 
words P [au l ? ] G[ reaves ?] ci tes in the "Vocabula Chaucer iana" in his 
Grammat i ca Anglica (1594), but I cannot prove it. 

24 Bullokar may a l so have turned to the l i s t of words appended to Holland's 
t rans la t ion of Livy's Romane His tor ie (1600). However, that l is t is 
re la t ively brief and contains some t e r m s and definitions which appear 
vir tual ly unal tered in the P lu ta rch ; I cannot sa t is fac tor i ly demons t ra te 
that Bullokar used it. 

25 I refer he r e to the "Index" in the second edition of the collected Weekes 
and Workes (1608). The f i rs t collected edition was pr in ted in 1605. In 
the second edition of 1608 the "Index" was expanded, and la te r remained 
vir tual ly unal tered in the editions of 1611, 1613, and 1621. As I show 
below (n. 28), the edition of 1608 was the one probably used by Henry 
Cockeram. 

26 There has been some confusion lately about the c i r cums tances of the 
f i r s t two i s sues of Cocke ram ' s dict ionary. R. C. Alston (A Bibliography 
of the English Language, Vol. 5, The English Dict ionary, Leeds : Arnold 
and Son, 1966) gives for i tem 30 Cocke ram ' s dict ionary as published by 
Edmund Weaver , and for i tem 31 " [ano ther i s s u e ] " as published by 
Nathaniel But te r . The Scolar P r e s s facs imi le edition has a note to the 
effect that Bu t t e r ' s i ssue mus t be the second because his t i t le -page is a 
cancel and because the work was entered to Weaver in the S ta t ioners ' 
Reg i s t e r on F e b r u a r y 15, 1623. Miss Noyes was c o r r e c t , however, in 
noting that the work was entered to But ter ("Some In te r re la t ions , " p . 991, 
and S ta rnes and Noyes, pp. 26-27). F u r t h e r m o r e , according to the 
Catalog of Pr in ted Books of the Folger Shakespeare L ib ra ry , it is Weaver ' s 
i s sue which has the cancel t i t l e -page . Weaver ' s mus t be a s sumed to be 
the second i s sue . 

27 The Evolution of English Lexicography (Oxford: Clarendon P . , ) , pp. 28 -
29. 

28 Cockeram desc r ibes the two la t te r p a r t s : "The second Booke containes 
the vulgar words , which whensoever any des i rous of a m o r e curious 
explanation by a m o r e refined and elegant speech shall looke into, he 
shall the re receive the exact and ample word to exp res se the same: 
Wherein by the way let me pray thee to observe that I have also inferred 
(as occasion served) even the mocke-words which a r e r idiculously used 
in our language, that those who des i re a general i ty of knowledge may not 
bee ignorant of the sense , even of the fustian t e r m e s , used by too many 
who study r a the r to bee hea rd speake, than to understand themse lves . 
The las t Booke is a rec i ta l l of severa l l p e r s o n s , Gods and Goddesses , 
Giants and Devi ls , Monsters and Serpen t s , B i rds and Beas t s , R i v e r s , 
F i s h e s , Herbs , Stones, T r e e s , and the l ike, to the intent that the 
diligent l e a r n e r may not pre tend the defect of any helps which may 
informe his d i scourse or p rac t i ce . " ("A Premoni t ion from the Author 
to the Reade r , " sigs A4v-A5. ) 

29 Although I could not for Bul lokar , I can for Cockeram indicate the 
edition of Du Bar t a s that was consulted. It could not have been the 
edition of 1605 because , like Bullokar , Cockeram re l ied upon an expanded 
"Index" of one of the l a t e r edi t ions. Two words , nei ther of which appears 
in Bul lokar , provide the evidence as to which la te r edition it was . 
"Aonian band, " which appears in Cockeram, does not appear in the Du 
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B a r t a s of 1.621, thus el iminating that edition. Of the editions of 1608, 
1611, and 1613, the one of 1608 seems mos t likely to be the one Cockeram 
used. "Bacconie" is so spelled in al l editions except those of 1605 and 
1608, in which it is spelled "Bocconie"; in Cockeram it is "Bocconie. " 
And since he could not have used the edition of 1605, with its sho r t e r 
" Index , " that of 1608 stands as the edition he probably consulted. 

30 The edition cited he r e is the one of 1600, pr inted by Robert B a r k e r 
(Darlow and Moule [ rev . H e r b e r t ] , 257). 

31 Having shown how Cockeram so often used the same sources as his p r e 
d e c e s s o r s , I a m tempted to believe that Bullokar , and perhaps Cawdrey 
a l so , re l ied upon Nashe. And that temptat ion is especia l ly s trong since 
I have become re luctant to suspect Cockeram of any sor t of originali ty 
in the compiling of P a r t I of his Dic t ionar ie . There i s , in fact, some 
slight evidence that both Cawdrey and Bullokar took words from Nashe; 
however , I have not been able to accumulate enough evidence to support 
m o r e than a suggest ion to that effect. 

32 In the a d d r e s s "To the Reade r" from the second edition of Chr i s t s 
T e a r e s over J e r u s a l e m (1594), The Works of Thomas Nashe, ed. 
R . B . McKerrow, rev . F . P . Wilson (Blackwell: Oxford, 1958), II, 
183-184. All r e fe rences to Nashe a r e to this edition. 

Dates for Nashe ' s works a r e : Anatomie of Absurd i t ie , 1590; P i e r c e 
P e n i l e s s e , 1592; Chr i s t s T e a r e s over J e r u s a l e m , 1593; The Unfortunate 
T rave l l e r , 1594; Have with you to Saffron-Walden, 1596; Nashes Lenten 
Stuff e, 1599. 

33 Because the re is not a concordance to Nashe, I have had to re ly upon the 
obviously spotty p rac t i ce of reading through Nashe and looking up in 
Cocke ram words that I think he might have been tempted to borrow from 
Nashe. Considering the uncertainty of the p r o c e s s , the yield has been 
r a t h e r a good one. I have found some ninety words that seem to me 
a lmos t cer ta in ly to have come from Nashe; I have found about 150 more 
that s e e m to me likely to have come from Nashe. Most of the words a r e 
from Ch. T. , followed by Unf. Trav . , Len. St. , Have with you, P i e r c e P . , 
and Anat. Abs . I have not found sa t i s fac tory evidence that Cockeram 
used other of Nashe ' s works . 

34 Cocke ram provides the only citation in the OED for this definition. 

35 Fo r a l l of these words , except "bubulci tate , " Cockeram provides the 
only citations in the OED. F o r "bubulci tate" both Cockeram and Phil l ips 
(A New World of Words) a r e cited. 

36 Blount a l so omitted a l l but four of the forty-nine words cited in Vindex 
Anglic us as r idiculous words . Those he retained a r e , "Broch i ty , " 
"Ligura t ion , " "Mephitick" and "Orbation. " 

37 El i sha Coles , An English Dict ionary, 1676; Stephen Skinner, Etymologicon 
Linguae Anglicanae, (not, s t r ic t ly speaking, an English dict ionary, but it 
does deal with the etymology of English words) ; the anonymous 
Gazophylacium Anglicanum, 1689. Fo r the i r indebtedness to Blount, see 
S ta rnes and Noyes, Chaps. 6-8 . 


