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Marianne Barriaux

A POOR turnout at the Annual
General Meeting of Leeds
Metropolitan University Union led
to its immediate cancellation,
prompting complaints about general
student apathy.

A minimum of a hundred people is
required to attend the AGM, but it 1s

TURNOUT
PROVES NO
ONE CARES

estimated that only about 20 students
turned up last Tuesday.

“The Union Constitution was in fact changed
afew years ago, and the required attendance
level for an AGM was brought down from
500 students 1o 100, In spite of this, the Union
1s finding it hard to get the necessary amount
of students 10 attend-

Alex Chapman. President of LMUSU.
said: “we've advertised it reasonably well,
but it’s probably too late in the yes

There has been concern for the general

INSIDE: Roaccutane debate continues as a two oppo

The Award Winning Newépapé,i‘

lack of interest in union activities. A lot of
students at Leeds Metropolitan University
do not own a student union card.

Alex Chapman said that unlike Leeds
University, where people are automatically
given Union membership, students at LMU
have to apply for it.

“We have got more people involved this
year”, she suid, "but because the second
and third-years had their university library
card automatically renewed, they thought
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viewpoints argue the case over use of the drug

Fashion show brings in the crowds
at Leeds Metropolitan last week in
aid of Meningitis awareness
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Dan Box

Ll comes down 10 the question:
I-\\m are Blue playing the Summer
Ball?” The answer might explain a
lot about the systems of power that run

our student mions.
First. ‘systems of power’ is not the

Hght phrase, the words bring to mind
organisation, the seamless operation of
some smooth machinery and this ain't
even close to the limp reality

So what is the reality? Six student
union officers sit. shut off from the
l-m\nlc world and p.m the time

Union website, Union buildings and
Union Exec, and the Grad Ball
renamed the Summer Ball

Interestingly, having experienced
massive financial  haemorrhaging,
Consignia has recently decided 1o
change. ||\ pame back 1o the world-
“Royal Mail”,

in a desperately fawning
scarch for the popularity that will
justify having spent a year doing the
jobs they started so hopelully only last
September.

Thie problem s thal no-one seems 1o
care ubout the Union. The crowds had
1o be bribed (o wm up at last term's
AGM with £2 vouchers redeemable in
Union shops which, unfortunately,
praved all 100 easy 10 photocopy.
Which is why this has been the year
rebranding - in the hope that
changing the packaging will convince
the public that the product il contains is
not essentially horing, we have seen a
smooth package of redesigns hit the

‘ ’ Jhich brings us by just a
coupleof disjointed jumps to

the phone call received last

. Kathryn Edwards, PR stooge for
U, wanted to announce the relaunch
s Freshors” Week, which so
far has served well enough as a week of
l'nxnmwnw\l\-\l debauchery that lets
first years’ seitle into university as
happily as they can with 4 angove
From now o fntroweek will now
last for two weeks and no longer cater
exclusively for freshers but also Tor
those returning to university, Plans to
use this tme 10 encourage students 10

get more involved with their Unj and
tag-team injatives with the council
encourage students 1o vote have becn
bogged down by the problems of whi
1o call the eyent, It seems 'that
Introweek will no longer do.

Kathryn phones to ask if’ we can
include something about the plans,
Making one last effort to muster some
enthusiasm for the event she says: “The
fact we've got Blue for the Summer
Ball mives you an idea of what we'||
have in store for Intro2002.

So why have we got Blue? What is
it about these dancing meat-puppets
that inspired the Union to spend around

£15,000 on 2 40-minute set?

1t's a safe call, an appeal to the least
worst common denominator. Four soul-
less pop tarts riding high on a shon-
lived wave of pre-teen appeal brought
in just because they are popular, and
that alone justifies their presence.

Jeriny Ricks is away

Zoe Ciapham
and Leanne Dewsnap

IT'HE CHANCELLOR
Gordon Brown hinted
yesterday that education
is to be given a huge cash
injection next month.

Delivering the Bevan
Memorial Lecture the
University of Glamorgan, the
Chancellor said that investment
in schools and universities was
needed not just for social justice
but also to improve the
L'Cﬂl'n"’"_\r

Brown said: “Today the most
important resource of 4 country
is not its raw materials but the
talents of the people, equality of

at

Brown hints
at more money

The

governmont has raised the

Mandelson in the Indepen

yesterday that education

nol he ignored in the theee-year 2010,
spending review

Mandelson leared that education
would be squeezed oul by the
budget pledge for an extra £40bn
for the NHS. Of the £10 bn “new
money™ available in 2003-4, he
said that just £1.4 bn was lelt for
defence. transport, erime and
education.

But Mr Brown's allies suggest
that education’s share of the budget

vould increase further. He said..

commitments nol just 1o health
but to education,”

He
privileged
with new puths of apportanity for

Tt
1

Howeyer, Universities UK said
that a further £10bn was needed
1o help fund this proposed initidtive,

Professor Wolf of London
Univ
is also critical of the government's.
plans for education in her book
*Does Education matter?”,

She says that putting more
money into schools and universities
will m»l bring instant economic
succee:

Rich kids
may face
higher fees

Matt Willis

d: “The old walls of
must be replaced

to

upholds the 2

lucation by

und

v's Institute Education

chiefs

WEALTHY students should have
pay
according to Baroness Warwick,
chief executive of Univers

Speuking to the Commons” education
skills
Wednesday,
reason why
backgrounds should not pay more than
the current £1.075 per year towards
their higher education tuition.

Baroness Warwick’s statement
clearest indication so far that
favour higher
students,

She was responding to Valerie Davey,
Labour MP for Bristol West,
what proportion of the costs of tuition the

higher tuition fees

s UK.
seleet committee  last
she said that there was no

students from wealthy

is the
upiversity
tuition fees for

who  asked

oppertunily is an economic
neeessity,

s summer, in the spending
review, we will honour our

“It is quantity at the expense
of everybody's quality.”

NG GAME:! Rimy

omitinue

Meredith Lewis

GRADUATES from working class
backgrounds can expect to earn 16
per cent less than equally well
qualified students from wealthier
hackgrounds.

A recent report commissioned by the
Coungcil for Industry and Higher Education
[C1EH) found thar an ‘old boys
network stopping working-class
graduntes with excellent academic records

has

18

but the money itself is not forthcoming

Poorest graduates miss out in job market

being appointed to well paid jobs.

This report has Serious reverberations for the
government, despite their efforts to open up top
universities o students from a wider range of
backgrounds i
emes

such as the Robert Ogden

lml'\lxhlp program at Leeds University
to promote higher education to those who may
never hive considered ihe oprion :

Richard Browh. chief execotive of CIHE,
said ng students from poos
cammunitiés and comprehansive schoals it

tlled Wp universities will Hot ensure
thay they 2o on to get the biest jobs”

government should be paying compared
with students and whether there was a case
for asking individuals who could afford it to
pay more.

Diana  Green, vice-chancellor of
Sheffield Hallam University and
chairwoman of the UUK students und staff
strategy group, cchoed Baroness Warwick
by saying that: “The answer to higher tuition
fees may be yes and it may be helpful 1o
think of itin terms of the total cost of higher
education.”

MPs also heard from Roderick Floud,
proyost of London Guildhall Univeesity and
presideny of UUK. He said that in s
personal opinion, a graduate tax would be a
airer system of student support,

LUK is supporting a retum o means-
tested grants for student maintenance of
uround £4.000 1 year.

Professor Floud said that he favoured
grants wot only 1o provide more money for
poorer students and reduce any financial
disincentives but also to simplify the present
system of support,

As a result of the reports findings; graduate
employers are being urged by the council’s
Chiel Executive to review their recruitment
policies,

Howeve Sue Hawksworth, Senior Careers
Advisor at Leeds Career Centre stated that
organisations seek to appoint on merit and are
well aware of legislation relating to equality of
employment

She said tha the stanstics may result from
various felors including a lack of confidence;
- imerviews by non-traditional entmnts: or
those whao are the first an a family o antend
university,
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Notorious Leeds landmark to be replaced by site of £10m student flat development

Flats to replace site
of popular ‘sauna’

WINSTO : Where sverybody Knows your rame
Karl Mansfield

A NOTORIOUS Leeds landmark will be
replaced by a £10m student flat complex after
developers received the go-ahead from the City
Council.

The accommodation. which will include 580
bedrooms and will vary in height between six and 14
storeys, will be built on the site of Winston's massage
parlour on West Street near the city centre,

The club-once featured in a controversial
saunas- will be knocked down soon after work starts on the
scheme next month.

The complex, which has a landscapul u\urlydrd and six
parking spaces, has been d by based
architects Provan and Makin.

Donna Cox, spokeswoman for Leeds City Council, said:

found across

“best of" list of

Unequal rent levels

“Generally we welcome applications for student housing where
they are closely related to the main university campuses, This
is hoth convenient f(or the students and relieves pressure on
other arcas of the city where there is high demand for student
accommodation .

“This particular scheme will be very convenient for hoth
city campuses, and is well sited for public transport.” she
added.

Geoff Hitchins, Vice-Chancellor at LMU and chairman of
Unipol, said: “The university is not working with this
speculative developer. however, if they can produce residential
accommodation at the right price and quality for students then
we wish them well.”

Leeds University is also not associated with the new
accommodation despite the educational establishment
demolishing the main blocks of James Baillie flats later this
year.

The lack of parking for the new development has raised
concerns amongst local residents over traffic problems.

Leeds

Marlanne Barriaux

A SURVEY conducted by Leeds
University Union Welfare Services has
revealed huge variations in rent being
charged to Leeds students in the same
areas of the city.

The survey found that rates are sometimes
inconsistent within the same streel.

The average rent paid by students for o room in
y shared hotse in Leeds is £5245 per week
Headitigley is the most expensive area for students
to Jive inthe city, and Woodhouse e cheapest
Students house-hunting s yewr m particuly
il 1w face mgh-pressure sales weehnigues
landlords, forcing people 1o
sign contructs: toa early at nflated prices”, said

I
from unserupolous

“GOT A STORY? Phone 243 4727 «

Sarah Lund, LU Weltare Officer.

““Many of those Tundlords got whit they wanted
and now there are lots of swdents who regrel
signing fora house with-u much higher rent than
their neighbours.”

Students who feel that they are paying an
unfuirly  high rent can contact the Renf
Assessment Panel

If the: punel finds that the rent is signiticanly
highier than the market mie, it has the power 10
impose a lower rate

It 15 wlso possible for students o apply (o have
thedr rent assessed wany e during the fir
monthsof their tenaney. Anyone who has signe

contract stating  this swmmer with o rent
ignificantly higher than irvera,

should sapply a

Wit s Ahe COntret hegins
Leeds (
st

Union encouriges uny
1 oot £60 ek i inp!

Friday, May 31

Jo Spilman. 21, a Kirkstall resident who is a second year
studying Broadeast Journalism at Leeds University, said: “Lam
d at the laek of parking facilities for the .lgn‘luplm-nl as
s already o nightmare around this area.

“An influx of students to the area will put pressure-on local
transport and roads during the rush hour which is a joke al the
moment.” she added
Stanway. 41, who 15 also a resident of Kirkstall, said: =1
am not impressed with any developments if they don’t provide
the proper parking facilities. There are regnlar bus routes and
the public transport is fantastc.”

“I would suggest that the owners of the accommodation ban
students from bringing motor vehicles" he added,

Provan and Makin say the site’s close proximity 10 the eity
centre, jts good public transport links and the incorporation of
bike storage areas into the plans will minimise wraffic problems
caused by the new tenants,

It is hoped work on the new site will be fintshed hy
September.

2002 Page 3
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AGM Cancelled

4 From paga 1
the sume wonld be done about thoie union curd, and didn’n |8
hother aapply.”
Hoseven, ovéndl ettt Bl
AGM Aty W1
Presiatey el 1R 1 Hhere W
Wi ger mveive But other
I thunk

i
T

i

Tobents pust dom U o

i ol rrpartart it is”_he s
1 Jast yuar

versial na

S A M Orwiel

w's LUL AGM hod (o be postpos
lamee: It finalty went abead o few wee
converted into7an Ordiridry Gene

aumber of students did not resch  the

cise the
reguired 00,

IS mon easy 10 ged people W an wnion eral meeting,
unless there is o particulurly controversial issue™, said Kathryn
Edwards, Communications Officer at LUU. “However
Blaming it ¢l on apathy can sound like you're mauking excuses,
and the best thing is (0 keep on trying o get people interested.

The tming of LMUSU Amnual General M Ji
before the end-of-year exams; has also been criticised.
Communications and  Administration  Anna  Cordwell
responded: “How can we have the AGM earlier if we haven't
fulfilled all our objectives? It was our chance to tell swdents all
the positive things we'd done throughout the year, and for them
(o take decisions on matters that concem them.

LEEDS UNIVERSITY: More muney for research

Can develop
fore you wake UP

35mm < reprints < enlargements

black and white <
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imagesonto CD < output from digital camera cards
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Media Services
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Karl Mansfield

Dan Box ar

A LEEDS University lecturer
has won a prestigious n:uufnul
competition netting £50,000. Four
other members of stafT have also
received research fellowships
worth a total of just under £1m.

Dr Pauline Kneale, senior lecturer
at the School of Geography, was one
of 20 academics from across the country
to win the 2002 National Teaching
Fellowship Scheme. She had w beat
80 other entrants in the annual award
which recognises excellence in teaching
and learning.

Drs Alison Tomlin, Joanne Tipper and
Alexei Likhtman have been awarded
research fellowships each worth around

Lecturers
win awards

Getting the Universily nominution
Ity pleasing, making the final fisy
g There is o lot of hot compatiion
ot there” she 5
+"s project, which will el

in the summer, involyes raising the
awarencss of geography students”
ility and the challenge af

demic-workplace links,
A spokeswoman for Leeds University

‘We’re delighted
Pauline is a winner it
shows how strong
teaching is at Leeds’

said: “We're delighted Pauline is a winner
of the National Teaching Fellowship.

£250,000, Dr Ruth Wilcox has receiveda  scheme. _ A

£150,000 Royal Academy of Engineering _ As the second Leeds’ winner

fetlowship. it s}wws hgw strong teaching is at the
Dr Kneale said: “1 geta real buzz from  University.

challenging students through group work,
to reach beyond what an individual can
achieve. Inspiring students means getting
them involved immediately, engaged with
issues, setting agendas and taking decisions.

Last year Professor lan Hughes from
Leeds University's School of Biomedical
Sciences won the Natjonal Teaching
Fellowships accolade.

Teaching staff

strike

Zoe Clapham and Leanne Dewsnap

LECTURERS at Park Lane College
staged & two day strike this week for
more pay,

More than six academics carried
placards on Tuesday and Wednesday
in a protest against an offer of a 1.5
per cent pay rise.

The National Association of teachers
in further and higher education, or
Natfhe, wants employers to agree to a
“substantial™ increase to help bridge the
pay gap, which it claims is about 10 per
cent.

Students at Park Lane College
supported the move by the teaching
staff,

Toslima Begum, 18, who siudies
Child Care at the college, agreed with
the lecturers” strike.

She said, I think they arc right as
¢ thian teachers and

are doing m
actions are affect

over pay

country. with around’ 280
tion  colleges  fucing
disruption  and o than 32.000
members of the Natfhe, tuking induostrial
dction

Paul Mackney, the Nathe general
secretary warned of continued action,
He said: “Lecturers are fed-up, angry
and voting with their feet.”

Alan Winder, a spokesperson for the
College, said: “Park Lane College has
been open throughout the two days of
strikes and every cffort has been made
to provide a normal level of service and,
in  particular, to ensure that
arrangements  for exams are not
affected. Disturbances to classes has
been minimal and all exams have gone
ahead as planned.”

Leeds College of Art and Technology
was pol involved in the strikes.

The Association of Colleges claimed
that it was underfunded which mesht
cs found it difficalt to pay
rs und stafi better salaries.
Bob Baird, chair of the associution of
es Yorkshire and Humberside,
5 We greaily regret the decision of
Natfhe nationally to-strike over pay.
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cause

Jo Spilman

COMPUTERS at Leeds
University were shutdown for
two days just before the
majority of finalist's
dissertation deadlines.

The shutdown caused major
disruption for students. as many had
not been warned about it.

“1 had an essay due in the next day
and had planned to Fimish it that
weekend, 50 1 was lueky that one of my
housemate’s had a computer. otherwise
1I"d have been in deep trouble,” third year
Mariane Barrnaux said,

“1 wasn’t aware that they were going
1o be shutdown.” she added

Finalist Dan Box was working on one
computer when he got an e-mail saying
they would he shutting down in five
minutes, He said: “We were 1old by the
librariuns that ISS had gone in on
Satorday 10 fix something on the server,
but broke something and had to spend
Sunday trying 1o fix it

1 was in the
fortnight leading up to that weekénd and
I saw nip notices ‘warning us (hay the
computers would he shutdown,” he
continued. “Luckily I'd already handed

in my dissertation. but 1 know a lot of
people Wha hadn't”
Dr  Basem  El-Haddadeh. the

Customer Service Manager Information
Systems Scrvices (ISS) said: 1SS
announced and communicated planned

britry everyday for the

Problem PCs

chaos

maintenance work on a number of
servers for Saturday May 18, A
newsflash irculdted 1o all
Departments User representatives. and
posted in all ISS munaged clusters on
May 3, 2002. It was also put al the Login
News so that users would see it when

chose May 18 as all teaching
was completed the week hefore (May
10).” he continued

“We were told that ISS
had gone in on
Saturday to fix

something on the
server, but broke
something and had to
spend Sunday trying to
fix it’

A former ISS employee said
to' diagnose & problem on 4 |
diverse networking system as exists. at
the university can be o difficull and time
consuming sk, ' @ hard disk faily
suddenly without warning there 15 very
little notice that can be issued-ona home
computer you would gét none at all™

Departments did  hot  ae the
shutdown of the computers us an excuse
Tor late work,

Am]i{j?fiqf

Topping the
tables

THE Guardian university guide has rated
Leeds University as the best for Art and
Design out of 151 institutions.

Leeds Metropolitan was placed in the last
fifty institutions overall, but beat the
University in the Business category, and came
ninth in Hospitality and Catering.

Leeds University came third in History of
Ast, and fourth in Geography and Philosophy.

Leeds Metropolitan made it into the top
twenty for Spons Science, Media and
Education. and Leeds University into the top
ten for Media. English, Maths, Physics, and
Theology IS

Local hospitals
bearing up

AN B0-year-old woman suffering from
shortness of breath waited nearly eight hours
at Leeds General Infirmary, according 10 8
new study.

Despite this, the survey of 167 hospitals
revealed that Yorkshire's casualty units are
(ter than most.

Officer of Leeds CHC, Philippa
Comer, said: “What we see in Leeds 18 that
while the departments are under considerable
pressure, staff are managing the situation.
Clearly it Is going to be a tugh chullenge 1o
meet the targer of no waits for more than four
hours by 2004, IS

Stocking up
on sausages

SUPERMARKETS  are stocking up on
supplies 1o make sure England’s inothall fans
don't have 1o cheer on an empty stomach.

Almost a quarter of & million extra rashers
of bacon and 166,000 extra sausages sre
being stocked every day by Leeds-based
chain Asda,

Asda believes that as so many of the
games are being screened early in the
moming over here due to time differences,
fans will be wning in to watch over fry-ups.

Asda are also ordering a third more
aleohol and three times as many barbecue
sets, IS

Foreign students
forced home

Bangladeshi students at Leeds University
have been forced to retum home as their
country faced up 1o increasing economic
uncertainty,

Abide Islam, first secretary for the
Bangladesh High Commission at the
Bangladesh embassy in London, said: “The
money was cot after problems with ous
economy since: September 1), There is 4
possihility these students could return but we
are nol sure at the moment. KM

Skips used to
deal with rubbish

SKIPS are 10 be used to deal with the
rubbish generated when students. move
house on July 1

Recycling bins will be provided in
student umons, skips will also be lable
throughout June at the tollowing venues,
Rockeby Gardens. Esteourt Avenue, Manor
Drive. Welton Road, Mayville Road,
Thorville road. Alexandra Road and
Brudenell Roud ZC&LD

THE ROI OF ALL THE PROBLEMS: Cotnpuiing hell

ONE
FRIDAY

7th 200 2
“mi1ooAY WevENINGI NI GHT|

ENGLAND

June

v CHAMPAGNE

ARGENTINA

RECEPTION

Stylus
from midday

(12.30pm kick off)

on the new
12ft screen

Free Entry

Leeds University Union
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Questions to
be answered
after no show

ome Unions try to listen to the students that

frequent them to try and understand what it is

the students would like to see their Union doing.

It took a couple of attempts for LUU to bring
the numbers up to a respectable, semi”democratic’
level - around the 400 mark if’ your interested which
your probably notare you?

But LMUSU managed to put those figures to shame
last week as a massive 20-30 people (accounts differ
depending on who you speak to, though how this can
be possible is beyond me) thus ensuring that the AGM
was cancelled.

Democracy 0-1 Apathy, No penalties needed to
decide this ene. On the other hand. there is a lot of
reasoning behind Adam Wheewall's argument that
unless a major problem in the Union, a la the BNP
infiltrating 4 Free Speech society for example, students
will stay at home/go down Lo the pub/walch television
instead. Take your pld\

Sabotaging someone’s campaign Lo run for President
wasn't deemed worthy enough. A letter even arrived
at Leeds Student this week commentating that we
should all get over how the race for President of LMU
was won and that it didn’t matter “how the race was
won. " How sad. Apparently past behaviour this year
hadn’t raised enough eyebrows as it should.

Awareness must be the key issue. If students actually
realised how much of a say they could have in how
their Uniom s run then I'm sure there would be amuch
greater turnout at the AGM. Otherwise. we'll just have
10 wait for that fateful day when no one bothers at all

Great spot for
a new block

of flats

ow apt that atter everyone's favourite “rest

and relaxation” parlour is knocked down

- the notorious Winston's - a new £10

million student flat complex is to be erected.
A similar feeling perhaps to many who frequent
the establishment.

A few months ago. the notorious Shaftesbury
Avenue hoste! had been bought out by Leeds University
- a den for drug users and criminals. How nice. A
source at Unipol told Leeds Student at the time that
if anyone asked him for advice on the new
accommodation he would inform them to look
elsewhere.

What next for the future students of Leeds? A nice
cosy student complex in the deepest, darkest recesses
of Chapeltown?

I wonder if there was any ‘on the spot’ research
conducted by the Universities to assess the suitability
of the area around Winston’s? Now that would
have made for an interesting story.

One thing's for sure - with the extra thousands
of students expected in Leeds in the coming years,
don’t expect this to be the last purchase for student

accommodation in the near future.

s

omment

Defending the
dermatologist

ast week. Leeds

Student highlighted

ullegations of

corruption concerming

a Professor of
dermatology a Leeds Uniyersity
andl the acne drug Roaccutane
As i patient who took the drug, a
medical student who worked
with Professor Cunliffe and a
formier science editor of this
papee, Leun only say - Leeds
Student gov it wrong,

The unplication that
Professor Cunliffe is a doctor in
the pockets of the
pharmaceutical industry could
nol be further from the truth. The
jouralist who researched this
anicle has been iaken for a ride
by an emotively worded press
release from a patient pressure
roup who want ind need
someone 1o blame. This
organisation represents families
ol patients who suffered from
depression and suicidal ideation
during the course of their
Roacoutane reatment
Understandihly they want
answers. Unlortunately the truth

is ot s easy to discern as
{magine

Firstly 1 would likely 1o
sulvage the reputation of the

doctor in question. He is the
Most respected specialist i the
world dealing with acoe, Since
the fate 19605 he has worked
tirelessly (o ruise the profile of 4
disease which has waditionally
taken a back seal 1o the more
“cause worthy™ branches of
medicine. He has recently retired
10 go fundraising sround Eurape
for more money into skin
research, In the past three
decades, s research has shown
that acne significantly affects
peaple’s self esteem, causes
depression and even leads to
suicide. This was before the
pharmuceutical industry had
even conceived of developing a
drug that would adequately treat
the condition . Prior to the work
in the 1970s of Professor
Cunliffe you would be lucky to
find any doctor who thought
acne was worthy of treatment-
When Roaccutane came
along in the early 1980s, it was
to prove a revolution. Prior to
this, creams and old wives tales
were the mainstay of therapy. In

AT o

THE GEHERAL !NFIRMART,

Recently, allegations have
been made that a Leeds
Professor had covered up the
dangerous side effects of
Roaccutane. Jamie Wilson
explains that this is not true

severe cases it improved people’s
lives immeasurably. Many of
these people had been ostracised
from their peer group or bullied
at work. Yet the drug, unlike
other acne therapies, was only
allowed in the hands of
dermatologists. This was because
Roaccutane has some nasty side
effects. It was known to harm
unborn babies and thus any
womnan considering getting
pregnant was not allowed
anywhere near it, Practically
everyone who took the drug

would dry skin,

cracked lips and occasional nose
bleeds.

To you and me, this may
sound

Cunliffe’s opinion. But the idea
that he was under the cosh from
Rnchc and was doling out

ceutane o everyone who

But this was the price thousands
of young people were willing to
pay. This was not coercion or
entrapment but the taking of &
calculated risk. As time went on
and news of the drug’s “magical
powers” spread, more und more
people sought treatment. Leeds
became a world centre and
patients travelled from all over
Europe to seek Professor

walked through the door is
misconceived.

Often he would replace it
with other drugs as their acne
was not improing. It is also
vital 1o realise that people with
less severe aene were often the
patients who were clamouring
for the drug. As society has
become inereasing appearance
conscious, the pressure 10

prescribe from certain
individuals became greater - thus
lowering the “treatment
threshold™. Upwards of ten
million people have now taken
the drug. You may say this was
irresponsible on the part of the
doctors - but-as a clinician you
have to treal a patient according
10 how a condition affects them
and not just objectively
according 10 your interpretition
of their appearance. Besides it
was proven that around 16% of
patients with aene were clinically
depressed prior (o starting
treatment and that Roaccutane
reduced this to nil after therapy.
In other words Roaccutane was
acting as an antidepressant as
well as an eradicator of spots.
Unfortunately. in every thousand
Or 50 patients, depression was
worsening notimproving.

n the late 19905 1t became
clear that several patients
had committed suicide
while taking the drug and
the UK Medicines Control
Arency was aleried. Professor
Cimliffe and many colleagues
reledsed a statement in a well
respected fournal in 1999 suying,
A very stall number of patients
on Roaceutane develop mood
changes/psychone symproms
and may, develop climeal
depression” This is where things
get complicated. No one knows
whether Rodceutane Causes

depression. suicide or psychosis

= hut some people certainly think
s0. Remember that those seeking
treatment for-acne are olten'a
very depressed group of people.
Also, suicide 1s the second most
common cause of death in young
males with a death mite of
around 150 per million: If you
extended this to the ten million
patients who have taken the drug
over the past 20 years - you
might expect a figure of around
1150 (without allowing for
females 1aking the drug) rather
than the 138 suicides that the
Roaccutane Action Group
atrribute (o the drug, It is verging
on impossible to prove what is
incidental and what is causal as
some psychiatric disorders. such
as schizophrenia and depression.
are bound by probability to
oceur around the 6 month course
of the drug.

I is tragic, of course, that so
many families have been left
distraught. People want someone
or something to blame. This i
part of the litigious blame ridden
culture we all inhabit. The only
rationale I can add to this debate
is that without this drug there
would be a great deal more
depressed individuals in the
community and far more
suicides. Unfortunately those
who want the drug banned do
not see it that way,
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=
utane, the drug in gquestion
(above) and the Leeds General Infirmary(far

leftywhere Professor Conliffe is employed

CAROLINE GORDON

Tam a confident, hardworking
individual who has a passion for
native fish-farming and a desire to
further my career in this arca, Whilst
carying out work experience for a
disabled children’s charity, a national

Criticisms are spot on

...however, not everyone agrees with Jamie Wilson. David Chow
argues that the time has come for a fair investigation

s asufferer of lopgsterm
physical side effects of
Roaccutane and the
Chairman of the
Roaccutane Action Group
LK. 1 would like to comment on any
response in support of what one might
call the estublishment view. Although
some people believe the evidence for a
cause and effect relationship between

than in a comparahle
as we know there dre
and statistics”.

In 1997, Roche informed Liam
Grant, Chairman of the International
Roaccutane Action Group that four
million peaple throughout the world
had taken Roaccutane/Accutane since
it was first keted. In 1998, dfter
Roche were compelled to add the

roup. However.
*lies, damn lies

Roaccutane und dey and
suicide is anecdotal, it is the view of
many commentators that the adverse
reaction reporis of the drug has
reached such an alarmingly high figure
that a thorough anulysis is essential.
The first key point is that of
biological plausibility, There is a
strong hological plausibility that
Roaccutane causes severe adverse
reactions, I refer o Hypervitaminosis
A (a toxic state brought about by
excessive vitamin A ingestion - taking
Roaccutane is chemically and
metabolically the same as taking
vitamin A). There is no dispute that an
excess of vitamin A in the body leads
to birth defects, mental disturbances
and a multitude of physical
abnormalities including impotence and
infertility: in fact this list reads almost
like the possible side effects which the
manufacturers are obliged to print in
the Summary of Product
Characteristics (SPC) for Roaccutane.
The manufacturer's knee-jerk
response is to quote statistics such as
that the number of alleged suicides in
people taking Roaccutane is lower

aren

Yes. If companies
't allowed to
sponsor research,
nothing would get
done at all.At the
moment, there seems
to be no alternative

possibility of suicide and suicide
ideation 1o the SPC, the figure rose 1o
cight million, and then 16 million.
Last week it was 12 million according
{0 the Roche spokesperson. Roche's
press release of this week says 13
million - what's & million or so
between friends? Of course the higher
the figure the greater the dilution of
the suicide rate and the ADRs,

Still on statistics, we helieve the
UK figures indicate that only 50,000
have taken the drug, with 4 suicide
associated number who took the drug
being at Jeast 15, well in excess of the
*normal” suicide rate of 11 per
100,000 quoted by Roche. Whatever
the true statistical picture, we believe
that Roche must fund independent
basic research out of the vast profits
they have made from Roaccutane, to
establish the overall safety that they
claim for the drug.

Another disturbing factor is the use
of Roaccutane for mild and moderate
forms of acne, as advocated by the
Leeds Dermatology Department. This
is in violation of the drug's terms of
licence which states that itis only for

severe disliguring acne. Farther o this
4 recent study by Professor Cunliffe in
the British Jowrnal of Desmutol
entitled *A clinical and therapeutis
study of 29 patients with Infantile
Acne (aged six Lo 16 months)™
recommended that “when necessary.
oral Roaccutane can be used.”

This article, like over 50 other
Roche sponsored Cunliffe/Lecds
articles. makes no relerence to serious
physical or menial side effects, Last
week we asked the MCA how
Cunliffe/leeds can e allowed 1o
publish such an article recommending
the drug for infants whose brain and
central nervous system are at an carly
stage ol development

Dr Tony Chu, Consultant
Dermatologist at Hammersmith
Hospital replied that “it is often easier
and quicker to say ‘Oh fine, we'll do
the blood tests, these are the warnings
and well give it to you: because it
1akes less time doing thay than arguing
with them."™

f Dr Chu's scenario is correct,
what an indictment of
consultant dermatologists! It is
only consultant dermatologists
can prescribe Roaccutane in the
UK. Dr.Chu let it be said. is president
of the Acne Support Group. and has
been deseribed as “the UK's leading
dermatologist”. Guess who funds the
Acne Support Group! Yes, it's a
company called Roche.
Your correspondent refers to

publications by, Professor Cunlilfe in
“well respected journals™, by which |
think he means journals of
dermatology. T trust that as @ former
science editor of your newspaper, he is
aware that there are grave concerns
about articles and research which are
sponsored by companies or which
promate the products of & coipany

In other words, it s fei dd that
commereial interests riay ead to the
introduction of hit ‘1o what should
be an independent scientific appraisal
It is common knowledge that much of
Professor Cunliffe’s work and that of
the Leeds Foundation For
Dermatological Research has received
funding from Roche

L-am sure that your correspondent
would agree that issues like these need
to be investigated by an independent
inquiry which is what we requested st
our meeting with the Medicines
Control Agency. Lest anyone think we
are biased beyond redemption, we
believe that Roaccutane does have a
place in the treatment of severe
disfiguring acne, which is of course a
terribly isolating disease.

However, with the alarmingly high
global incidence of adyerse reaction
reports concerning Roaccutane, and
the 2000 individuals who have
contacted the Roaccutane Action
Group web site, not to mention other
support groups around the world, can
there be any doubt that something has
gone wrong and that lessons need to
be learned?

Should companies with a vested interest be
able to sponsor medical research?

to corporate

sponsorship
John Ackrill

Ist year, Psychology

Yes. If there’s no
money for research,
then scientists can't

do anything. | don't
think people are so
greedy that they
would let if affect
their work

Nikki Polley
2nd year, Geography

| have to say yes.
Unfortunately, the
government
doesn't give
anywhere near
enough money to
research,and it's
got to come from
somewhere

John Ashby

Sth year, Bioscience & Health

animal welfare campmgn, MTV and
the UN, I have gained valuable
knowledge in everything that you
could possibly want me to have. and
this would make me an excellent
candidate for this. or any other job |
apply for, Lam clearly exaggerating
or lying to such an extent that this
whole application process has
become a farce... and we both know
it, ook forward o your response
that will never come, even though
you have my email address and it
would take you five seconds to tell
me that 1 am useless,

Yes tolks, that's right. Campus Diary
has govall grown up and finished its
journey on the long conveyor belt of
education. This means that | am now
a)a graduand (a fantastically sifly
word that defines someone who has
finished their degree but'is yetto get
ripped off in the fabulously costly
expentence that is a graduation
ceremony), and b) unemployed, Non
opi-out option ¢} is of course tha |
am totally broke.

Therefore. | hiave spent the fast four
days filling in application forms for
un inereastngly diverse rmge of jobs
For those of you in the blessed
position of not having (o look fora
job in the near future. [ will fill vou
in on a litte secret. s all bollocks.

A pplicati ned 10
select the person who ¢
bumph out their meagre employment
history into something that might
actuaily get them an interview. For
cxample. three weeks workiy as
tea-boy in 4 eleaning departmient ¢an
miraculously become Hot Bev -
Manager with Specific
Responsibility for Hygiene
Implementation Team. You see, it’s
quite easy. Bul as it 1s quile elear 1o
see, it's all bollocks.

1 forms ans desi,

Getting a job. however, can offi
some moments of self-re
had never realised before that Twas
somvolved mothe communee ol my
university musicul sogiety, as chief
fundraiser and publicity expen! Or
that my typing speed had iy
ich s guickly! O

Teased

SO 8 tihe week

1 spent doing volunteer wark for a
charity before 1 diched them o 2
proper job” in a cull centre, s
much longer when put down on

paper... almost two manths loneer in
fact! ily been filling in
spplications fora ew disys - heaven
Kaows what skills T will Tiay

developed by

Please note: any prospeetive
employers reading this with my
applicition form in their hands
should understand that- i only
{oking for the sake of
writing. Everything on my 1oim is
absolutely true (especially the bits
about the Olympic medal and the
fluent Flemish),

cal_gordon@yahoo.co.uk

wilty column
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edit letters. Write to: Letters to the Editor, Leeds University Union, PO Box 157, LEEDS LS1 TUH or

Palestianian Protest

Dear Sir

| felt the need to reply to the severe and unjust
attacks on both the protest and my friend and
colleague Stuart Hodkinson because somehow,

e students have not ceased 1o accuse us from
1 on the 3rd of May of

sor
the first article that appe:
anti-semnitismm and anti-p

wiis the one who otganised the protest. The
wholé thing started from an act of despair. Sharon
had refused the peace proposal that was submitted
unanimously by the Arab leaders and chose instead
1o invade the west bank and commit his war crimes.

FREE COLLECTION SERVICE OR STUDENT DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE!

Leeds Student
Email editor@leedsstudent.org.atk

The decision that we took. & small group of
students and 1 was due (o do somethir
alarm and awareness of what was taking place
under the repellent army of Sharon

n doing 30 we chose deliberately not 1o make it
a religious issue but rather u human one. and we
chose that all the quotes that were ot from Arabs
of Muslims but rather from Jewish and western
people who have eithe t knowledge of the
middle east affairs or who have witnessed
themselves the mass committed by Isracl’s
army in Jenin. Here are only some names that we
used in our quotes: Noam Chomsky, Gerald
Kaufman, John Gummer, Michael Ben Yair, Ann
Clwyd. Uri Avnery, Robert Fisk and Lord Gilmour.

1t was a spontaneous protest. Yes one or two

spaces & YRR

LEEDS: 9 New York Road. Tel: 0113 2422442.

e-ma

leeds@spaces.uk.com

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE: Forth Street. Tel: 0191 232 2617.
e-mail: newcastle@spaces.uk.com

1o raise the

ISS Failure - man angry

individuals said things that were
not 1o be said, and we, the
Palestinian Society, reject utterly
what he or they said. but overall we
hayve tried hard (0 work without any
predjudice and have asked
everyone 1o join us to read first and
judge after,

To conclude the aim of our
society is to show our support for
the Palestinian people and to
increase students awareness over
the issue. Our proclamation is this:
4 just and equal peace; we accept
nothing less, we want nothing
more, and we shall carry on untill
the Palestinian people get
their rights.

Dear Sir

Hassait Abasst

I am writing this complaint from a computer in the
Edward Boyle library. It’s not that busy in here
today, but I've just had to wait half an hour fora

1y half of the

LMUSU Elections

Dear Sir

I wonld fike to stress how
fedup I am with

numerous articles about

sour grapes over the
student

LMIISL

elections, |

elections sturted there has

not been an issue gone

candicte
positions in the unton [
stund the

ot felf for

can unde
disaponir
anyone wha wis not
leky eno
elected. The re
however are nol writh
(und getting other people
1o write) articles and
letters undermining the
Student’s Uinion (in
which she actully
already works), | say
congratulations (o the people elected
(whatever the methods they used) and
send my condolences 1o the others, like
myself, who were not elected. Whatever
happened during the election week- good
or bad, has been done. It cannot be
changed so | say GET OVER IT!

{of us

Jo Dauies

Club Captain

Ty On
ught my

opinion may, be ¢ done wo
rOACCUIANE Courses now, one at 7 )
old, and the last | have just finished (last
week - 23yrs now]. 'don't regret doing
either, although 1 didn'1 finish the first
due to the side effects. At the time T had
aching joints. headaches. lack of
concentration, sote skin (fairly normal)
but most of all mood swings. This last
course his not been as severe, however
yeb again mood swings (constantly) and
depression at times have occured. For
Prof Cunliffe to suggest this depression is
merely a feature of acne or modern life 1s

P PP
machines in here have completely stopped working.

But how in their infinite wisdom have ISS
explained this mass systems failure? Oh, hold on,
they haven't; students are having to work out
which computers have stopped working by
complete trial and error.

Me and another girl have just gone around half
of Moor eleven turning keyboards over so as to
indicate machines aren’t working, as nobody from
1SS seems to be arsed.

I have no idea what's going on, and neither does
anybody else around here
i warn us machin
explanation of what has happened, and no attempt
to issue an apology. Frankly Lam disgusted at the
incompetence and unhelpfulness of w i
supposed to be a body dedicated to helping us.

Though it’s presumably quite possible that
nobody in ISS understands the meaning of the
word *dissertation’, this is a critical time of year for
arts finalists,
home could do without half the network blowing up
for no apparent reason.

here is not one sign to
s have hroken down, no

and those of us without computers at

Andrzej Lukowski,
3rd Year English, Leeds University

laughable. T can totally understand the swicide rate
on this drug, as depression (and 1 can understand it
affecting people far more than it has ine) is st major
side-effect 1 have had. The side-cffects do need
lwoking into, both short and long term, T suspect the
joint ache 1 had first time around is probably gomg
16 be o long term side-effect for many
In all Prof Cunliffe is ralking b****cks if he
thinks there is no link between Roaceutane and
severe depression which could lead 1o suicide. As
for the drug, it works wonders and should contintie

to be given to all those who need it

Richard Skilbeck,
Postgraduate, Leeds Unroersity

Edwards - woman angry

Dear Sir

me how Andrzej Lukowski (“One Night
Leeds Student, May 17) can continue

CVICW, £
with his snide comments about Stylus, Saying that
for one pight only “the unthinkable had mdeed
happened: Stylus was fucking cool” was unfair and
cerinly contradicts the pinions of the thousands
of students who return regularly 1o the

club.

eeds

Kathryn Edwards,
s Officer, Leeds University trtion
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‘ ‘ he geometric foundation of
the design is based upon a

circular form, which makes

reference 10 the Institution’s

global perspective and international
reputation in teaching and research, The
typographic elements demonstrate a
hierarchy which promotes the importance
ol the location within the nomenclature
The group of circles represents the
meremental growth of knowledge and
experience and the progressive development
of the University as an educational leader.

This thematic device continues through
to the linear band on the right of the Shield
of Arms and describes the cyelical
movement of tme, indicating pr
and new directions.” An extract from Steven
Hawking's latest book on astrophysics? No,
this waffle is a quote from the University of
Dundee’s *Corporate Identity Design
Rationale” explaining the ideas behind the
design of the institution’s logo.

Nowadays, we have to take in more
information than eyer before. We are
bombarded with facts and