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‘and considering it from all angles, gave me no relief, and pas7eR MAN ) DA

s

. g
#should join the army, 1t would be a ;reat opportﬁﬁitv to see a bit of the
world,at the Governments expense? %e laughed and joked about it a hit,
and the subject changed, but the remark stuck. There were three of us chat
ting to Curiy, and we all ended up over seés in the srmy. One never retur-
ned, one the cadet,came back, having sacrificed his health, =2nd diled st
an early age. 1 was the other one, and though 1 probsbly saw more action
in battles than the other two put together,and was very badly wounded, i
am 8till well enough to enjoy life.
We left Curlev,and the other two came home with me for dinner that night.
I do not think the war was mentioned again , if it was i dont remember ;t
but that remark of ,"zolng to the war ",was some thing i had not thoughé
about,snd 1 could not shake the idea off. Everyweek that passed seemed
to bulld up a source of pressure, that i was becoming less able to resist..
I 4id not want to go but that war remark, had changed my thoughts, and i
think, changed me as well. Life could never he the same again, and 1t_
never was. The future held some strange fate that was beyond my power to"
analyze, and though 1 did not went to 20, the Defence O0ffice seemed to
nave the same power over me ,as drugs to an adalict.
I knew 1 wns going, but was resisting the mental pressure ss long as i
could, for 1 was gradually becoming convinced that i would never return.
This strange feeling ﬁas cultivated by my ¥éms: imagination, until it
became real,and convinced me,that somewhere along the ﬁar peth 1 would
meet my fate. I began to take a great interest in the hills and rocks

around Talwawe Bay, some old trees tha: ¢
remember, and slowiy, with sadness, at 1 had played around as long as i cou

atted 1 :
had nearly killed me on several oocap my 1ittle pig doglnd my pony that

‘ sions. I was with great affect
attached to the 1ife that was about to pass, and rea’ised it wascsiggtring
that

uy parents had given me the opportunity to enjoy, =t great sacrifice to

themselves. Thinking over thé remark,"you young fellows shouldgo to the war'
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+ nights , T came to the conclusion that I had to go. Some power
teyond my control was forcing me on and go I would. I was not
afraid =-- I had made up my mind I was not coming tack, and was
satisfied to accept my fate. This was early in the war, about
the second reinforcemant. The Main Body had séiled and were
somewhere in Egypt I think. I could not rest, I volunteered for
the Mounted Rifles. My people pointed out that there was no need
to go, but I knew I had to, and I might as well get it over. I
passed my medical and got my instructions to be at the drill hall
Whangarei on a certain date and time. I was $ﬁ%§§£%$a years old
when I left home to ride fifteen mides to the station. I cannot
remember if anyone came with me or not, but I rode the fifteen
miles with my own thoughts. Twere was the old gate that was
swinging a bit off true, I thought you dear old thing I will never
open you again. I looked with more fondness thatt I had ever
realised on the scrub covered hills and the grass and bush and
éreeks. They had all been home to me fév as long as I could
remember. I re-lived the time my dogs baled up a large wild boar
in heavy scrukb. The dogs had him surrounded and the small half
bred terrier was barking twelve inches from his nose as was his
habit. If the pig rushed he side stepped, crouched low then set
his teeth into the back leg as the pig passed. The scrub was
above my head, with walls of fern obstructing the view. With my
rifle barrel T opened a hole in the fern to get a view and then
work my way through. Finally I knew I was very close and break-
ing a hole in a wall of fern I saw the boar. He was not mere than
three feet away from me. His eyes were as red as fire and the
froth was dropping from his jaws and tusks. He was a large black,

dangerous and ugly brute, and in his day must have killed hundreds
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of young lambs. I was too close to sight the rifle and he
was ready to pivot on his back legs and rip me with his tusks .
Believe me a koar moves and acts very fast. When I saw him
my rifle was pointing to the nexk, just below the base of the
ear, I did not hesitate, I pressed the trigger, and my move
was about one second &head of his. He dropped almost on my
boots.l{ One large kauri grew in solitary splendour right on
the side of the track. It had always been a land mark, and
it stood there now like an o0ld friend and it seemed to fit in
with my mood, an accepted sadness about my fate. When I got
to the train there were other would be soldiers I joined, and
the excitement of travel began to take control. They said that
the Guard on the train was a German and every time he came
through the carriage, we sang the old song "We will hang the
German spy on the sour apple tree as we go marching by". I
don't know if he cared or not, but it passed the time in a very
satisfactory way for us. In those days there was no fuss or
reom TAE PRitL HALL
crowd farewells, we marched,te the railway)with a five minute
stop in the centre of Whangarei and the Mayor gave a short and
unimpressive farewell speech,then walked off on his own business,
and we marched off on the country's tusiness. The people took
no notice and we did not care. We were wrapped up in ocur own
adventure, excitement an#strange novelty of army travel. It was
steamghip travelling from Whangarei to Auckland in those days.
On arrival at Auckland I was told no reinforcements for the
Mounted Rifles were being taken and I could transfer to the
Infantry if I liked. I asked for my papers back and they gave

them to me and I walked out free from the Army, but not free

with myself,
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koowemhat=to=do. I had left thqkdlstrict'as a volunteer soldier,

and T did not like the idea of returning. I did not know how to
get employment and wandered down Queen Street, lonely and half lost.
I got down as far as the wharves and there was a square topsail
schooner tied up, I felt a bit more at home looking at it. Within
ten minutes I walked on board and asked a man there if I could have
a job. It happened to be the Mate and they were signing on a full
crew. I was signed on as the boy, but on leaving the ship after
a trip round New Zealand, I was given an Ordinary Seamans discharge.
The ship was the "Huia" carrying explosives for the Glasgow Powder
Company. She was a lovely ship and very like a private yadht. The
Master was a Captain McKenzie, well known on the waterfront in
those days. We were in port a week before we sailed,and took on
a load of gelignite and percussion caps to be spread round New
Zealand. As it was considered too dangerous for us to ke along-
side a wharf to load, the cargo was brought out to us on barges.
We were supposed to keep a mat on the rail, as the small cases of
explosives were passed over. This mat was always falling off and
the longshoremen were always running round putting it straight.
They were nexvous with the tons of high explosives. I never
remember anyone on the ship worryihg about whether the ship might
tlow up or not. As far as I can remember we could not care less.
We placed the boxes weighing about fifty pounds each, on a plank
and slid them down to the hold. Crew members caught them and
stacked them so they would not break loose in rough weather. One
time a case of gelignite shot off the plank high up and fell flat
on the floor with a great whack. Everyone stood still for two
seconds and then carried on as usual. If that case had gone off

the whole ship would gave klown up. Now for a little about life
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at sea. My work was to get the meals from the cook and take

them forward, and wash the dishes afterwards. The officers

lived in the saloon aft, and the crew lived in a deck house forward,
known as the focastle. We did not have much work to do. The

cargo was clean and the ship was well kept. It took the mate most
of his time finding suitakle work for the crew to do during their
watch on deck. The ship was run under "deep water rules", when
relieving the wheel you went aft on the lee side, as the officers
had the weather side to walk about on. Porpoises used to join us
for a frolic through the waves and if we were doing fifteen knots
in a strong wind they seemed to greatly enjoy the play. After
leaving Auckland we passed Coromandel and headed for East Cape.
Here we were soon out of sight of land and the crew decided I-:
should take a turn at the wheel and control the ship. The steering
of a sailing ship was easy as far as I was concerned, but being

ouf of sight of land and steering by compass was a different matter.
The weather wgs calm with a light breeze aft. I got tangled up
with the swing of the compass and the swing of the ship, and nearly
jibed the outfit. The mate gave me a little instruction and with
my general knowledge of koats I sbon got adjusted and had no fur-
ther trouble. A few days lter I was on the twelve to four o'clock
watch and was at the wheel from 1 a.m. to 2a.m. It was a tright
moonlight night and I could see Bast Cape in the distance. The
night was calm with a light breeze when I took the wheel. Some-
time%owards 2 a.m. I was looking shorewards and saw a peculiar
white line stretching for miles parallel with the shore. I had
never seen anything like it btefore, but my experience on the seg
had taught me to be very suspicious of anything unusual, or any-

thing I did not understand. I was in the first mate's watch,
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and he was having a drink of coffee in the cabin. I stuck my
head down the gang way and called him. He came up at once,
enquiring what was the matter. I pointed to this long white
line, then probably five miles away. He gave one look, grakked
the wheel and told me to call all hands. Tne crew turned out
with a bound. My job with the ordinary seaman and the younger
members was to take in the square topsails. We started up the
mast, abtout half way up the wind struck us. The ship took a
great list, we stopped and hung on. 1In a minute or two the
ship began to right herself and we went on up. Looking back

as far as I could see in the moonlight there was a froth board-
ered streak, the wake of the ship. We were travelling before a
howling gale with all sails set and must have teen doing twenty
knots. Sailors walk out a slack swinging rope, hanging telow
the yard arm and endeavour to lash the heavy wind ktlown canvas
to the spar. This was hard, heavy and dangerous work. The
rule at sea is one hand for the ship and one for yourself.

The sea was getting rough, the wind was tearing through our
hair and the ship was telting at high speed through the night.
Fifty feet up, standing on a rope hanging on to a spar, after
an hour we began to get cold. I forgot the rule of the sea,
and was working two hands for the ship, trying to make better
progress. Now this is where this story should have ended -~
The wind tore the sail from my grip and I was left standing
upright on a slack rope with my hands in the air. I was fifty
feet above a very rough sea with a ship below me doing twenty
knots inla gale of wind. Some say it was and ark act of God,
some say the Devil looks after his #on, and others say my

numter was not up yet. What ever the reason or the luck,
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the next movement of the ship threw me against the spar

instead of over backwards into the ocean. If I had gone over
noghing could have saved me. We were by then at least Lhirty
miles off the Egst Cgpe and the ship could not have been trought
round in the gale that was blowing. I had learnt my lesson the
hard way and I have always keen grateful for the chance that put
me back sgainst the spar. Sometime zfter daylight we had the
ship reefed down and hove to. Great waves were rumnning across
the decks and life for the cook was not so good. We all filed
aft and the captain distrituted heavy tots of rum to all hands.
When I came along he looked hard at me, thought for a moment and
then pessed mine over. Though doing akle seaman's work I was
signed on as a Loy and btoys were not given rum. The language
that came from the galley would equal what came up from the
engine room when the old kerosene engine would not start and the
engineer got a little peeved. Tglking of language I found the
captain equally capable if provoked. One of my joks was to
stand B on the catin top and haul up buckets of water first
thing in the morning. The captain stripped, stood on the deck
akout ten feet telow me. I poured the water over him for a cold
bath. I did not like this job much as my handes got very cold,
down round the South Island in the winter time. I began to use
my head one cold morning in Westport. I poured a stream akout
as thick as a pencil on to his Lare shoulders while he crouched
f£or the heavy splash to come. All of a sudden he realised what
I was doing or not doing, and he tegan to talk. I understood
the language and Legan with great energy to use my muscles instead
of my head. Somehow I did not notice the cold, it had got much

warmer. We were in Greymouth tied up along side the wharf.
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The river was in flood, and logs, trees, an ofid tullock and shegp
wourtd came floating past on the current. We were tar btound and k&
had been there for a few days. The ship was ready for seg and we
were sailing as soon as the bar was open. The crew went on shore
leave. Greymouth in those days was only a small town, but it
supportedmggi hotels. I was new to the life of sailors, having
never had a drink in an hotel tar, Some of the crew decided I
should ke educated so they took me ashore with them. I don't

want to infer that I was not quite willing to go, and in fact
would have keen very disappointed if I had been left on anchor
watch. We worked our way round the town on a pub crawl, four
hotels to every klock. I had numerous street women pointed out to
me. I rememker one standing close to an hotel, a tall woman very
gtrongly built in her early thirties, I would guess she was of
Norwegian descent. There were plenty of ships trading to Greymouth
in.those days, so I would guess that from her point of view she
would ke collecting a satisfactory income. I don't know how many
hotels I visited, but somewhere towards 9 o'clock I knew I had

teen on the puk crawl long enough and left my companions, returning
unsteadily and wavering to the ship and my bunk. Next day we

were akle to put to sea again. On the south side of the channel
was the rusting hull of a steamer stranded on the sand kank. At
low tide the hull wes almost high and dry. We paid this hull a
visit kefore leaving Greymouth, btut there was nothing\of any inter-
est left on board. The ship had touched the tottom ngB in the
hollow of large waves, lost steering way and was pushed off the
channel ky current and waves. There had bteen no loss of life.

We lived well on bkoard "Huia" and the work was very easy. The

weather was kitterly cold down the West Coast of the South Island
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and through Cook Strait, tut was much easier by the time we reach-
ed Gisborne. At Dunedin we were anchored well away from the

city, just in case we blew up and took the city with us. A

couple of girls waved to us from the Port Hills, my companion

and I took the ship's boat and rowed ashore. We climkted the

hill and spent a couple of hours one Sunday afterncon with

them. The novelty of girl pick ups was new to me, and the

experience was interesting and attractive. On our way north we
called at Gisborne and the ship was Lerbhed within easy walking
distance of the town. Here I #ried again for the Mounted Rifles
reinforcement. I received notification at a later date that I
was accepted for the Sixth Reinforcement. I signed off at
Auckland and collected my pay and reported to the Military.

That zeems to te a long time ago. T nearly did not repert. I
wes still sure I would never return. A big schooner the "
"Elizabeth" wae signing on a crew for the South Sea Islands, and
I spent some time thinking abtout joining her as an ordinary sea-
m;n. At some later date the "Elizabeth"™ was wrecked on a coral
reef, tut I can't remember if the crew was lost or not. 8mall
decisions can make such a difference to one's life story.

There wes many a time afterwards that I wish I had stayed at ses.

In fact I don't think there was ever a time thet I would not

have dropped the army like a hot trick and gone back to sea.
I should have let comfort rule my way and stayed with * | '
The captain, mate and crew suggested I was Letter staying, and ;
they could have been right. The "Huia" went on the Island run '

a bit later and was lost on a reef. {
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At the defence office I got my orders for Trentham.

I returned to the Auckland Drill Hall on the right day and hour,
end with abtout twenty others we walked off to catech the Well{ngton i
Express. In those days the Auckland Rpilway Station was mnere;
the ktus terminsl now is, behind the Pyst 0ffice at the lower '(
end of Queen Street. At Trentham the camp was beihg coﬁstructediz
and used at the same time. Carpenters btuilding huts to hold
sround eighty men, and as thesg were congtructed they were occu=
pied. I am sorry to say that I am ashamed of the treatment these
young btoye and men received from the people responsikle for the
health conditions of the camp in general. They were not respons-
ikle for the rain that fell every day; btut they could have closed
the camp till they had the ground in front of the huts metslled,
g0 that less mud and water went in with the occupsnts. They
gould have stopped the method of breaking in new recruits, Ly
making them carry wet stones in wet sacks in the mud znd rain to
tkx metal the front of the huts when there were horses and

waggons on the horse lines idling the dasys away. Twe otvious
heppened, meningitis, measles and pneumonis swept the camp; In
three or four days the eighty men in our hut had dropped to ten.
They were welking away and going on stretchers, the medical
organisation was shocking. A telegram to g family in & northern
town wae sent to the effect that their son was sick and senf;ta
hospitsl, trought the psrents ;uahing to Wellington to see hﬁ@
only to find he had bteen dead for two days. I mentiﬁﬁithis ﬁ; a

friend last week and was told their family lost an uncle and

cousine the same way. They never knew that they were eveﬁ AnkX

siek. My tprn came -- T walked to the medical perade and stood

L NS il s i e st . e i = -
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in line in the cold and wet waiting my turn. The doctor took
one look st me and said hospital. Now I should have Leen all
right then, btut that was not the story. My standard of living
dropped. All the women and women's organisations in Wellington
were crying to get out to the Trentham Field Hospital ,to help
and care for those sick men and boys, and the Military Authorite-
ies would not let them in. There were thousands of Wellington
women who would have put everything scide,X®m gone there and work
ed their fingers to the bone, helping the to save their sons and
the sons of other mothers; tut no, they could not get past the
guard. I do not know how others were trested -- as I was a
patient and very sick, I can only give you my experience, and
gee no reason to suppose others were any different. I arrived
at the Trentham Bend Rotunda and was sllotted a bted. I got into
it and was very sick with the "flu. I did not want to eat and
left what food wes offered, two slices of kread three quarters
of an inch thick with a small smear of tutter in thecentre and
a mug of stron; klack tea. Twe next morning the rations were the
same, and it wes easier to leave them than eat them, I took the
easy way. By that time I was scarlet with meassles, and had to
go into isolation. They picked me up and moved me to a loose
tox with an earth floor. Twe horse had teen moved ocut to let me
in. It was not as draoughty as the tend rotunda, btut naturally
very cold. I wes there by myself for & week or ten days. The
only visitor I had was the orderly coming with his thick slices
of tread and mug of strong tea, three times a day. It seems
increditle that that was the only food I had, but I cannot
rememter ever having anything else. I remember having & wild

craving for some fxmix fried_fiah that never came. If it had,
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come I was probakly too sick to eat it. I had no clothes and no
toots -~ the toilets were acroes a field as tig as a footkall

ground. As I drank as little of the cold tlack tea as 1 could,

and ate practically nothing}the toilets were not a great protlem,

tut I had to make the journey at night time ,in my pyjemas and Ltaee

feet on several occasions while in that loose tox. I was so week
that it was a staggering effort to walk and I was never sure that
I would get back to my loose tox. I was probably turned nineteen

Ly this time and I can still rememker the loneliness of nothing

to read, notody to speak to and nothing tc see except the walle of

the loosetox, the dirty floor and the big doutle doors. 2o the
days passed, till one day the sergeant came past asking "anytody
here want to go to Kaiwgrra?" I called out from my ted "Yes."

I did not care where it was or what it was as long as I got out
of where I was. They did not teske my temperature, I had never
had it taken , nor had I had & wash or btath from the time I went
into that hospital, and no one looked to see if I wass fit to get
out of ted. The sergeant took my name and numkter, and an orderly
trought my kit bag. I struggled into my clothes, for I was so
weak I could scarcely stand up, then stood at the door waiting.
Others came along and we were told to piek up our bags and march
to the station. I do not remember how far it was, I could not
pick up my bag, and was going to leave it, but I was going my-
self if I went on hands and knees. Another man said he could
carry his tag and would help me to drag mine. I think he dragged
the btag with me struggling to keep going. Ve arrived at the
station and eventually reached Ksiwarra. Here we were sent up-
stairs to the top floor of a wool store. Believe it or not I

was up there for six weeks before I got down those stairs. This
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was their idea of isolation to stop a measle epidemic. It was
like heaven -- I had company and my strength was returning and the
rations muest have been reasonable because I never remember teing
unatle to eat the meals. £ix weeks wes a long time for a kig
crowd of boys to te shut up on the top floor of a building.
However in time it passed and we were let out on leave. I think
I had teen in camp atout ten days, a week in the loosebox and
six weeks in the wool store. The wool store was quite a nice
kind of prison, asnd make no mistake it was a prison, with a guard
on the stairs. One or two enterprising individuals got out once,
down the lift well. They i#%d down the Llack greasy wire ropes
and were away for a day or two. On final leave I travelled to
my home and reported tasck & few days Lefore sailing. I had a
few hours to spend in Auckland, ketween toat and train connections
and I called at a dentist to enquire if by chance he could do a
few stoppings for me. T would like to express my appreciation
for the trouble he went to. He must have put off patients, for
hé did some two hours work and when I went to pay I was told
there was no charge. I have never seen him asgain and also I
might say I have never forgotten his kindness. 1 left for the
train and later found my overcoat pockets full of very useful
presents. d-keaveed These had Leen donated bty the two nurses
associated with his business. I wrote thanking them for their
multiple kindness. As a soldier in those days I was taken very
much for grented, and this was an exception that made a very
strong impression. I was issued with gear and sailed in the
old Tofua from Wellington. Many of us crowded the rail as the
ship clesred Wellington Hesds. T gazed on the shore and the hills

for the last time, feeling thet there was my land, my home land,

|
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and we would never meet again. If I could have teen put ashore
with all honour, I would not have gone, for 1 had said ufito my-
self my own farewell, and I was prepared to take what might come.
tBreathes there the man with soul so dead, who never to himself
hath said, "This is my own my native land"?'

I attended a daily "Fgll in * on board, but the ship was
too crowded to do much of that sort of work. I think, if my
memory ie correct, we had around fourteen hundred sgldiers on
beard.' The ship was afterwards restricted to eight or nine.
hundred. One of our troopers had a foreign mate's ticket and
took a watch on the ship going over. A young lieutenant, very
unpopular, and quite a tit effected Lty his star, had the duty
of reporting to the ship's officer on the tridge at 10p.m. daily,
that all was well on kosrd. The officer on the bridge happened
to be the trooper referred to. The lieutenant, using the troop-
er's given name, reported that zll was well on Loart and started
to move off. It gave the trooper great satisfaction to call him
back and tell him he was the foicer in charge of the ship and
when the orderly officer came to the tridge he would address him
as "2ir" or he would not take the roport and have him disciplined
in the morning. The lieutenant corrected his approach.

We made a stop at Port Adelaide, Australia, and later had
a death at sea. I cannot remembter now what happened but I think
it was some after effects ol shore leave at Port Adelaide. A
burial at sea is a very impressive ceremony, and exemplifies the
sad loneliness of the poor btoy, in his canvas shroud, weighted
with iron tars ss he was 3lid into the ocean, the sea smoothed

over the slight disturbance and the ship steamed on leaving

tehind no mark or sign where the mortal remsins of that young
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man reposed. A little later on, while still in the Indian
Ccean, we passed a square rigged ghip in full sail, one of the
very few remaining sailers left in the world at that time.
These full rigged ships are vrey interesting to watch as they
press their way through the gea.

Quf next call was at Aden where the copper coloured natives |
came out in their tresding cances in force. Trading was trisk
for a while,,till greed encouraged trickery. BEvery type of trick
-ery was practised. We lowered a string down and they tied @
tasket on. ¥We put our money in the basket snd let it down, the
native put the goods in the btasket and we pulled it up. Hundreds
of baskets were travelling up and down to asnd from dozens of
large canoes. Bezsutiful boxes of cigars, with cigars on the top

layer only and many such other tricks. One soldier annoyed at

something put across him, picked up & three ioot hesvy iron kar,

and let it go from the deck through a trading csnoe. Goods had
to ke transferred rapidly and his days trading was f{inighed.
Aden was the first Eastern town I had Leen in, and protatly the
toughest looking town I have ever Leen in, with prostitutes,
rotters and pirates, grasping shop keepera.and extreme poverty,
the dirt and heat, the lack of any vegetation made & mystery of
how thepopulation existed, or why the place was populated at all.
Those who lived there lived crowded up close together. Many of
the early settlers of New Zealand were azlso short of money, tut
they made use of the area they had at their disposal, and lived
clean and law abiding lives. I have often wondered to what

extent the topography of the land and the climate, influenced

the population to higher or lower standards of Lehaviour., ke
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CHAPTER 9 7 i

: Thels. 3., TOFUA prassed  through the ae% 3ea,with its "eat =nd red »urnt
\\hi ls, @ most depressing sight, and tisd up st Suez. v
We had a few hourslsave, and wandered rand the 1ittle town sightseeing,
keeping iIn parties of four or larger. Suez gave us an uneasy fecliing,
the air secmed to breath treachery, robberyand violence, a sort of surviv%
of the fittest,and he who gets in first is the fittest. This may not be #o
correct about the town, but it was the soft of impression we all took ?
( “away with us, e were new to the conditions of ﬁastern;slam sreas, and
\‘were shocked #¥:the ‘sondltions and depreszed, aé the sta?dard of 1iving,
and the way of life of the eordinary, or poor people, we mét on the street
and around 3ueesz. loddlers up to five yesars old,Livﬂng'round the
filthy gutters, with their eyes full of rlies,and inflamedksn conjuhctivit,

and looking as 1f the pours of their skin had never heen cyaqned with

|

anything but the sun. v i

The pecople we past in the street were hostile,sullén and trescherous looki)
and all were of the lower strater of the social class. |
Seing a sea port, the lower levels of prostithbhon were very evident,snd
we were continually molested by their touts. |
The shops may have held goods that were actractive, but the populace sceme
s0 hostile, that we never leflt the {footpath, and 1n {act returned to the
ship as soon as our quriosity was partially satisfied, to find the winches
working fast, unloading mail snd general cargo of all sorts.

We said a fond farewell to the old Tofua, and were soon travelling by [ast
train to Cairo.

The Egyptlan trains were a new asxperiencefor us, who had lived our lives i
a hilly land. Egypt, being a flat country,the rail guagé was wide, and
the carridges were locked together,dispensing with the jolting femiliar

with our trains. They travelled at about sixty iive miles per hour,
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and were so smooth that you never knew when they actually stopped
ar started from a station. The run from Suez to Cairo was a
great experience for we New Zealanders. At every station we
stopped at, crowds of paper boys and adults would flock round
the carriages selling fruit, water melins and fresh cooked eggs - 1

"sleep with them all night and keep them warm®, they said. 4

I I tought six pennyworth of oranges they gsve me the oranges,
btut instead of giving the change, they would tolt and that was |
the last I would see of that one. Jome of our chaps got even 3
by wrapping a pemnny in silver paper and in the rush for trade |
the youth, popped the silver penny in his mouth, bit it to find
out if it was hard, padsed over the oranges, then bolted. 8o the
robber at one station was the victim &t the next. From the
soldiers' point of view the Egyptian native was gquite untrust-
worthy and I think the Egyptians regsrded the soldiers in much
the same way. On the whole the Egyptians did very well ty the
army being cemped in Egypt. Vast sums of money were spent in
Egypt for rations for men and horses. The pay packet for the
armies was all spent in Egypt. The soldiers took the natives
down when they got the opportunity, tut on the whole the natives
were never so well off. We were very interested in the marvell-
ous crops that were grown on the land irrigated bty the Nile
waters. 1T being sccustomed to hill country tefore the days of
top dressing, had never émsgined that the miles and miles of
wonderful crops could ever ke grown by man. No fences, no waste
land, only paths through the crops and ditches to run the water
along. Human laitour to lift the water Lty canterlever into the

small water courses from the small casnals. The heat of the sun,

the rich fertile land and the result -- phenomenal growth, such J
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as I had never imagined could exist. Bvery type of crop waes
growing in atundance, from cotton to maize and lucerne. 1 think
there was a large lakour force per acre and weeds neker got a =R
chance to show their heads. 4All day as we passed in the train
through thisz wonderful cropping land, we could not get accustomed
to such an srea and such a display of lush growth. ¥We came to a
stop at Zeetown Camp, and here again, though the other extreme,
was something we had never seen kefore. Zeetown, abtout ten miles
from Cairo was where the ¥.Z.lounted Rifles, with their horses
were camped. The railway passed close by. The camp was on the
torder ol a great sandy desert. No trees or grass, no green of
any sort, sun baked sand, sun baked unpesinted btuildings, sun
taked men in sunbaked uniforms and ik pith helmets, sun kaked
tents, pitched parallel with the long thatch roofed stakles
where the horses lived in stalls, the coolest place in the camp.
The cook house with its open fires and half thatched tuildings,
and agein numerous great long canvas water troughs so that the
horses could ke watered ty &« company at a time. Once a year
one might expect a shower for ten minutes. You could count on a
fine day, a month, two months or more shead. Added to this sun
taked camp was the dry heat, the fkies and the dust. We arrived
as lads with fresh complections, soit and new to the Eastern way
of life. The hun and dust dried us out and the hot wind frizzled

us like cut flbwera. %e drilled hard in the sun and dust snd in

a few short weeks we were a kurnt up, lean and tough looking crowd.

%e cared f{or the horses, but we did not use them much. Most of
our work was as infantry. At the time we did not realize why,
tut the Peninsular wa® was just round the corner. The varieties

of life and the way of life had us fascinated for a long time.
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A great fat man weightng dighteen to twenty stone riding a little
donkey, so small that the rider's feet could touch the ground
with ease. %We felt like making him get off and carry the donkey
for a spell, tut we had teen warned that it was not wise to
interfere. The paper boys coming round the camp selling the
evening papere,had picked up quite a good flow of English. Some
of it from the English Dictionary, tut more from the Anzacs.

They would say "You tuy paper from me, 1'm tloody Australian

bush tastard”. We used them to get even with officers we did

not like. By giving the toy a few pence he would go through the
camp calling at the top of his voice "Egyptian times, very goo&
news, Capt. X bkloody tastard”, or any other expression that we
thought suitakle. We usually travelled by train to Cairo. The
trains were of a high standard, much tetter than we were
accustomed to in N¥ew Zealand. The guards were the perfect
example of politeness and patience. We as troopers were not
allowed to btuy first class tickets, they were for officers only.
We would btuy our tickets and travel first class. The guards
would ask us to return to our cerriage, they could do no more and
we remained. From the entrance to the Cairo Station, one looked
down on every race in the world, in national dress, moving to

end fro scross the station square. Fascinating d moving picture,
a subject for a took on its own. As you walked down the street
every second shop had a tar and sold liquor. The modern part of
Cairo was well kept with lovely shope and beautiful clean streets.
One grade lower housed the ordinary shops, Lkrothels, horse cakg and
the zpsxppakixigmmx cosmopolitan population of Cairo. A grade

down again was the native quarters, over crowded,footpaths,

overcrowded with sitting or standing people, hostile to the J
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foreign soldiers ~-- a definitely unsafe area. Four of us walked
through a part of this area one dgy. %e had our hands in our
pockets clutching loaded refolvers. We were very glad to find

a way out of that hostile, ugly crowd. ¥e never went Lkack.

The speak easy young girls following the oldest profession of
hiring their time and bodies, would often sit in a chair on the
footpath in the sun. The streets were warm and very pleasant,
tecause of the heavy stone tuildings shading down some of the
glare. Thege treders would wear one garment of such material
that it could essily ke seen through. They seldom spoke unless
spoken to. Others would occupy emall kalconies and they would
keep a2 running commentary as people passed Lkelow. They seemed
to know all the nationalitieeg that pmssed. There were all
caloufa from the darkest to the fairest in this trade. As we
walked down the street a native walking just in front, would
suddenly step sideways and pick something from the gutter, and
we would see bhe gleam of a diamond ring. A few moments after,
he would approach us and offer to sell us a diamond ring. Ve
would ke obtservent enough to know where he got it and that in
iteelf tempted us to tuy. If we were walking down the right
gtreet we would hear a roar of voices out on the foot path and
let us say we were curious and walked in the open doors. Ve
entered the ground floor of a three or four story tuilding. The
room was large say two hundred feet by one hundred and fifty feet
It was packed with small tatles and chairs, every talle was
crowded and each one seemed to have a girl or two attached, to
supply drinks and other requirements at a price. Wild,mzizyx
noisy and crammed full of excited youths, was the impression

ed
this ares of standon, morality and discipline conveyed.
A
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Every now and then some youth would jump on top of a takle and
eall out "Rough House". Half a dozen tatles with kottles and
glasses of drink, would ke turned upside down and the chairs
piled on top. The patrons would mo¥Ye to another section of the
room and.carry on as before. WNative orderlies would run in with
mops and trooms and straighten up the disorder, and again the
tsbles would be filled and the show go on as tefore. Such a
place was the El Dorado. 8o in this atmosphere, we koys, who in
the past, had felt menturesome in drinking half a bottle of beer,
grew up. What wes there to do? 1If you had money you got leave
and went to Cairo, if you had no money you did not get leave and
gtayed in your tent. Payday was every fortnight. A few daya
tefore papday every one was staying in camp. The soldiers would
get restless and some one would organise s party to raid the wet
canteen. They would, a dozen strong yell like fury and jump on
the counter. The nstives who ran the canteen were well trained,
et that stage they would tolt and leasve everything, emcept money.
The soldiers would help themgelves to what teer they wanted and
then get a couple of forty gallong kegs and roll them round the
camp looking for a place to hide them until they got tired and
left them for the natives to collect later. The regémental
funds paid for the teer and we soldiers donated towards the
regimental funds. The natives got their money direct in cash and
we paid indirectly and never noticed it, so everyone was happy.
While on the sukject of out of btounds leave, four of us spent an
evening visiting brothels. We walked into each one, and took a
mental note of the type and numkter occupying the room. the age
group, and then passdon to the next. On the sverage there would

te from six to nine women occupying a central room. Bach girl
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Bach gdrl having an adjoining room for her own use, many of them

in their late twenties or early thirties. Some of these women

were European, such as Italians or Greek. 1If a girl from those

countries stumkles as she is stepping out of her stepins, her
family will ﬁot condone the mistake, and if she hags no moﬁey of
her own, there is little chance of her receiving shelter except
through the btrothels. There they are registered, given a
certificate and have to parade tefore & doctor to get their
certificate stamped every ten days. That waé the law of the
land while we were in Egypt. Some few wander the streets as free
traders, using cabs, seats in the parks or tables in coffee res-
taurants, These women usually were of the country and wore the
attmactive little white veil across the tridge of the nose. They
were got up in attrszctive outfits of tlack flowing roke, white
veil and dsrk eyebrows. Their kig soft luminous eyes, i##t held a
sad hopeful, come to bted look. ¥e were warned that they were
mostly heavily diseased and were dangerous to look at, even across
the street. XZEHE We must have visited some twenty Lrothels that
evening. Some of them had up to a dozen girls, pale to white
Egyptian children, the average age would te around twelve to
thirteen we guessed. Twhese places were not in a part of the city
frequented Ly soldiers and were for the convenience of the tusin-
ees section of Cairo citizens. Twese roome have an old woman in
control. Life H6r these girls is short as disesse catches up
disease
with them eventually, or if they escape,age cannot Le escaped .
In their thirties they have had their life and are not wanted any
more. They protatly work for a while and die of hunger snd want &

at an early sage. I saw women sitting in the streets, sorting

rags and cigarette butts from the dust in the gutters. The
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breasts of the native women grow long, and hang down like eighteen
inches of tyre tube as they sit in the gutter sorting through the
dust and waste. They are not all homeless. The social standing

of a2 man degends to a great extent on the nusber ol wives he can

support. 1f he can get shead enough to feed three he can get
them all working and then soon acquires more wives. Thus our
gsophistication and education was rapidly advancing. I have often !
thought that we could profit by copying the liceusing laws of Cairo f
There the drinking laws had only one restriction, and that was
customers. Everyone seemed to have drink for sale as & main or
side line. There wae no novelty im having a drink, and all the
time I was there I only saw one drunk Bgyptian, and now I am not
sure if he was drunk with alchol or drugs. He was a cab driver
that we hired to take us to the station. We got in his four wheel-
er and teing soldiers he thought we were Lound for Zeetown Camp.
Without asking for direetions he whipped up his horses to a gallop
knocked down a policeman all dressed in white, end over end,
narrowly missed many others otstructions from people to vehicles.
#ie passed the railway station we left the flying cab one Ly one,
and watched it disappear in the direction of Zeetown. If we in |
New Zealand stopped the novelty of drinking, and let everyone

grow up with the knowledge that it was always obtainakle and that
there was no social novelty in procuring it, €ach one would lesrn
to live with alcohol, control it and not te controlled ty it. The
proof of the pudding is in the eating, tut I think something could
te achieved along these lines. Some small percentage of alcholics
we have always had, and will always have with us, sad and all as
this is, 1 see no reason to suppose this percentagé would increase,

with the open door, round the cleock type oi licensing. By
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Dry neat end dugt grey sun hnkndﬂmaw CAMP 1illed with brown sunburne
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Routs'muarches £o expose the waai, ahd;boughsa the strong, all under
the glaring éuh, for"mad dogs and Envlish men go out in the midday sun",
The orderly Bgt.,aalliea forth End'd&mandu'mmfproaoncc before the
Commanding foioar' in the 0rdo#119roan,,with another trooper, to be
told” we wers @oo young to go to the Peninsular Whr, eand 1f we liked

we could atay benind and,lookwaftor the horses. o guinlt R

The othepr’ boy said he wanted to go » S0 what else was there for me to sa%

So steying with our companions we both saihad in hhp @nacgghip across

the nediterramaan to Lemnos., .. . ; @mnos.! It taok two or

’three days and was a nerve racking trip. ﬂb‘smoking and no talk-
ing on the upper deck. Sutmarine guarde down both sides of the
ship. A zigzag course was the means of protection. Most of the
time we were in heavy fog and could not tlow the fog horn. There
were a great numker of ships atout snd we could only see half the
length of our own ship. Once we ran into a clear patch and had
to reverse to stop running into a little island, and on our port
kow a Lig square rigged ship put atout for the same reason. Ships
and enemy suks were everywhere and after the second day every one
%es nervy and jumpy. I felt sorry for the master and ship's
officers, their responsitility was hesvy with a ship packed with
young troops -- an enemy torpedo and very few would Le saved,
Lemnos hartour was packed with ghips of all gizes, loaded with
.roops and supplies. We had to thread our way through them to
"ind an anchorage. The next day our lot went zshore and were

imrched in company line over a stony paddock, halted and told to

MRS S
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rest our kitktags, that we had keen carrying. 1In a few minutes
someone told us that was our camp, just where we stood. Spresad
your tlankets in front of you and do not lose your place. Believe

me, with rows and rows, north, east, south and west, with btlankets

and kittags all the same army issue, it was not essy to find whete J
one slept. We slept on the soft stones and pushed the hard ones |
egide. In a little while the hard stones made little stone walls
and little wind breasks, and the place btegan to get a home like g
feeling. We could pick our ked out with ocut much trouble} It
was here I joined the signallers and learnt the morse code. It
was here we Wbrked and studied ten hours = day seven days a week.
This stony patch, without roof or waila. just six feet Ly three
feet was our home for six weeks. We had teen issued with great
thick woollen ghirts and they were so hot in this climate, that
we took them to the river and scrutbed them with stones to try
to get them thinner, btut they were such good quality that it was
a long and tedious jobt. We knew if you washed every day it helped
to prevent the infestation of lice, we knew that lice and armies
in those days were a natural comtination. We stripped off and
tathed in the cold creek and hoped the lice would not like us.

I cannot rememkter having any sosp, but we may have had it at tlmes/
I do remember using sand. We were issued with heavy padded flan=-
nel, to wrap round over our kidneys and tie with tape. We were
warned of dire consequences if we neglected to wear these. We

did not like the wearing of this hot tandage aktout nine inches
wide and yards long. One day three of us were a2t a Leach and
decided to swim out to a war ship anchored off shore. We stripped

off and as I felt a bit itchey I examined this flannel tandage

closely and found it alive with lice. I rememter to this day
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the shock of this discovery, the feeling of horrér as 1 threw the

thing as far as I could, and never wore another as long as I was

in the army. I must also 2d4d that I never got rid of the lice &

esither as long as T was on Active €ervice. They were kig grey
horrore of Lkody lice. ©Oh for some of the modern dust that could
te shaken into the seams of your clothes. %e got accustomed to
having them with us and developed various ways of comkbating the
evil. My favourite method was to put my clothes in a water tuck=
et and cover them with vataf, put a stone on top to hodd them
down, znd leave them for‘twenty four hours. The troutle was the
twentyfour hours was not always easy to get. However to return
to our swim and the warship -- we swam out hoping they would take
us on board and trest us to a meal. A change of food from army
rations was grestly desired. However they would not let us on
toard, they had just painted the‘sides and were not having them
marked, so we had to swim tack. Half way in one toy complained
of cramp, so we swam slowly with him and he kept going until he
reached shallow water and stood up. I was amazed to see his &%
aide 81l tlack, Lklue and yellow and to see the same fade to a
natural skin colour almost at once as he stretched himself in
standing. We were sad and disappointed afgout missing the
anticipated ship's rations. A stony walk to our six Ly three
plot in the middle of a field, a gstruggle for food one could not
gare less skout, and the sun had gone down and the night life on
Temnos Iele hasd started. On the island, for rest, refitting and
receiving reinforcements were the Australisns and New Zealanders.
%e were all getting psid and there was no where to spend monay.
In the evenings the gamtling schools collected the crowd. There

were Crown and Anchor toards Ly the dozens, small two up rings
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all over the place, and one large ring, where it cost £50 to
gtart tossing the pennies. Most timeS if you liked to idle s
little while, mmam you would see some Loy throwing the pennies
for £1,000 or more. 1In the big schools they cerried their money
in haversacks slung round their necks. %hen the centre wae set
side bets would te set and collectively, there‘f@é'alwaya~huge
sums of money lying round the ring. If 2 boy got low in finance
in the tig ring he moved out into 2 smaller ring and endeavoured
to tuild up his funds to get tack into the tig school again. A
few men sent large sums home through the ordinsry post, as you
could not register it without declaring what was in it. Ope man
I knew always wrepped up £50 in a Lkrown paper parcel, tied it ﬁiﬁa
a btit of string and threw it in the post tag. At the time I wes
talking to him he had not lost a parcel. Another man had an
account of over four figures in t&e Bank of Egypt. We had one
gentleman, known as C. & &. Bill, with a Crown and Anchor toard,
whose cry to attract attention was, "Come on Loys, flop it down
thickly and heavily, whén I die it 21l goes to the Red Cross®.
He was calling out this advertising and adding,-“you comesg here
btroke and on hoof and you goe® away in gold lined carriasges,
bulging with me profits" This attracted the attention of a
Brigsdier General one evening. Ogyr béard proprietor got very
uneasy kut wae encouraged to carry on. The Genersl puf half a
crown on the square and lost it he tried,again and lost again.
He remarked ss he moved off that "He could not see much profit
in the game"”. The proprietor of the Crown and Anchor Board
thought differently. He did not die, andrcame tack to New
Zealand to collect many of his posted trown paper parcels.

Some well educsted young lady had tought his name at a Red Cross
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function in Aucklend and wrote regularly to him. He was & good
correspondent, and ceme to the signallers' hmt tent to reasd his
mail and his replies. What he lacked in Znglish grammar and
spelling, he made up lnsimagination. I am sure they each suppl-
ied the other with a gréat amount of entertainment.

Lemnos was only an army camp, set down in stony fields.
Its main sttraction for the army was its position adjscent to
the Peninsular end its good hartour. The ground was full of
lice and other germs. A severe type of disentry caused a long
sick list. Those who got this complaint suffered Ladly, as the
medical conditions were poor to the extreme, no proper fgod nor
attention. If you did not recover some one from the reinfore-
ements would take your place. The latrines were of the ditch
type some three hundred yards away at the back of the lines.
Many of the Loys were too sick to travel this distance so they
lay on the ground by the ditches and stayed there. Some who got
into the field hospital found the conditions worse than at the
camp and with the assistance of their mates who came to see them,
Just lelt the field hospital and crawled tack to the camp lines.
All thie time those noble souls in New Zealand were working hard
collecting funds and making woollen clothing and Christmas com=
forts for their koys in the army. These lads always grestly
appreciated every thing that was done for them Ly the zfég; at
home. These same folk would have willingly supplied and could
have supplied so much more if given the opportunity, and if the
army authoriiies had only Leen gensitle enough, to tring some
trained nurses into the Field Camps, who could have supplied
a little care and affection, a feeling of security, and some

help with the distressing mypxg symptons of the disease,
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These lads might have bteen saved a lot of the agony that caused
them to prefer sleeping the open Ly the latrines in preference
to the hospitsl. Ho one to my knowledge has ever recorded how
those poor Loys suffered, and how callous the army was to the
sick soldier who was not a wounded soldier.

The Peninsular, Anzac Cove. Pretty coastal scenery
lovely symmetrical Clive Trees, steep hillsides close to the
shore, piles ahd piles of stoRes stacked close in under them.
The high hills full of snipers, yho knew how to shoot, our roads
-- trenches for protection -- rasin, snow and freeze. Great
tlocks of ice floating in the water tanks, very little relief
from excessively hard food. PEiscuits that vou esuld toil all
day and still remaigdhard lumps. Hillsides full of turrows, like

large rattit warrens. W%e were hardening. To enlarge our Lurrows

in the hillside warren we dug the floor out and took out with the

~earth, a Turk we had been sleeping on for a week.

1 was sent on messenger patrol the day keiore the snow
storm, it was raining steadily and I was given & message to Le
delivered to the three regiments. They occupied the trenches
for milee, I walked all day in the rain, en slippery tracks on
the steep hills. During the first part of the day 1 walked in
the creek beds for protection against snipers; btut late in the
afternoon I was so tired I walked on the tank and let the snipers
shoot, and many hulletsvfell uncomfortakly close. Towards dark
I got back to Head Quarters with my signed copies of the ﬁessage
and handed thém in.” T asked the oificer in charge if I could go
as I was not sure if I could find my camp. He said "Yes you can
&0, your mecsage was cancelled hall an hour sfter you left this

morning". That taught me a lesson the hard way, and never again
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was I so concentious that I would sacrifice myself fow an '
unimportant message. I got back to my lines long after dark,
wet and cold, having gone without lunch or dinner. T walked ?
straight across the hillside calling out for my mates, to answer
so I could find some shelter. I fell in one burrow and took
water and mud down on the sheltering men. I got my answer and
found our shelter, where I dropped my rifle and gear on the groﬁnd
crawled in fully dressed and wet and pulled a klanket over me,
with my wet overcoat on top I knew no more till morning. In the
morning it was like Fairyland. It had Bnowed during the night,
and it would ke hard to imagine how Lteautiful everything looked.

The gullies were steep and narrow at the tottoms. We
lived on one side of the hill, the latrines were at the foot of
the hill on the other side. Bullets came down there and odd
boys were getting shot while occupying the latrines. ¥You did
not go there unless your need was great, for that tullet might
Just have your numkers on it. I am not writing aktout the war --
enough has been written about this Peninsular War. Two examples
of unnecessary suffering will suffice to expose the callousness
of the army of those days. One Waikato boy with dental troukble
had all his teeth extracted the top teeth first and the lower
the next day. He had to sit on a stump without painless or
local anaesthetic and was sent tack to the trenches to live
on hard biscuits and tinned meat. The dentist said he had no

anaesthetic. Why did he not have any? Or any special rations

to help him over the next few daye? These would have left less
titter memories and explain some of the reluctance to teing
part of the army today. A sick soldier, I knew him well later

in civil life, suffering from rheumatic fever, kidney disorders |
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and other complications, with others, marked for evacuation,

were left lying in a tent with a single blanket covering them,

without attention over the period of the snow storm and the deep
freeze afterwards. A soldier in our forces was just a boy from
an ordinary Hew Zealand home, and was no tougher and no stronger
than a boy from an equivelant home today. 1In general he suffered
in silence when wounded or sick. I have often wondered why the

treatment should have Lkeen so callous just Lecause he was a soldier

0f course we all understand that there were exfeptions, tut on
the whole, wounded and sick got a very rough spin until they
got right back to kase in Egypt where nurses, God Bless Them,
ran the wards. The patriotism of some men was Very great, and
in many cases, I am afraid was never recognised. I rememkter
one mail sorter -- He had both feet frozen and instead of

koots had sugar bags and sacks wrapped round his legs and feet.

He had a marvellous memory for names and when the Lags of mail |
were Leing sorged could keep half a dozen men supplied with
information as to where the recipient was at the time, dead,

wounded, hospital, or front line or kase. He would not parade

sick and ke sent to hospital, for he knew he had specialist
knowledge of men and their movements and felt it was his duty to
keep the mail moving in the right direction. His memory could
be likened to a2 computer. It was simply marvellous how anyone
could cultivate & memory for names and initials such ag he had.
Eventually he ended up in hospital and we heard later that he

paid a heavy price for his conscientious patriotism..

A canteen close to the front line would have been marvellous |
|
where a sick man could kuy a tin of milk, fruit or a kar of

|
|
chocolate. On two occasions eur sergeant, without leave, berderedj
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toarded a lighter and got out to a small island, M¥ndro$, and

tought some of these luxmries. The second time he was warned that

he would ke court marzshaslled for desertion if called for and was

not present. However the need and his sympathy were great and he }4
tried a third time, but just missed the lighter bty a few seconds.
Me returned to the regiment to find a message for him to report

at once as am attack was pending. If he had caught the lighter

he could not have escaped a charge of desertion. Occasionally

we were sguccessful in stealing a case of tin milk or other luxuries,
such as fruit or rice. The huge dumps were usually guarded Ly units
from the English regiments and they were more conscéentious than
the Anzacs, and very hard to out mancauvre. When the evacuation
came, we were the last unit off the Peninsular that night, and got
on toard the troop transport just btefore daykreak. .Evacuations had

teen going on for some time tut had kteen kept very secret. @f {%e

great dumps of food, and army equipment etc., that could not Lte

taken, were bturnt, broken or ktlown up by heavy guns; and we would
have given so much to have acquired one of those cases from the

food dump. We were issued with tobaceo, so much weight per man,
whether we wanted it or not. The brand I am thinking of was called
"Half a Mo". It was a cigarette tokbacco and the troops did not like
it. It was issued all the same and lay around the regiment in
rotting soggy wet heaps. Apricot jam and only apricot jam wag issu-
ed. We got tired of it and could not eat it. It was a kit thin

and watery, btut we were issued with it just the same. We punched
alr holes in the tins so they would not explode, snd used the tins
of jam for fire places instead of stones. It lay discarded etery-

where. How we would have enjoyed a variety of plum or terries

instead of this continuous awful aprieot jam. o nmam



sHAPTER Qg ‘ : g Ao
Scldlers cultivate an intellegent skill in the art of guessing, the
moves, hizh ranking personal conbrblling &n army are likely to make,
regardless, how secret they try boﬁkeep their thoughts.
We, the men in the ranks, knew,‘anQ had known f{or some days ,that we
wore elither going into a major battl@, or getting off the tPaingirgns
Paninsular, and joining our horses in Egypt.
This knowledge, galned by intultion, was barely mentioned, more then
"there is something". | ,
I was in the signal office, and no‘mes%age or word; other than the
normal ever came through the offic?, and yet we all knew‘and wers
welting for tno'gomething big’to happanﬁ
It came ,in the form of a regiment, juaﬁlafter dark one night, to
relieve our brigade. The moment we s;w the small number of troops
relieving us we knew, that we were off to Egypt, and the rest would
be followin@.
The svacuatbon was & master plece of work, but the wéste was realy
pityrful-- stores stacked close under thq steep hill, tbrt could not
be removad were blown up with shells frqy the Navy. |
Stacks of rifles as bilg as houses, shattg;od akywards€with high
expd oslves from the battleships,likewisoxthose great plles of rations
as bilg as barns, includlng tin milk and tin fruit, that we would

have morgaged our future to get, disintegrating in the sair, mixed

with the black smoke from the nigh explesivo shells.

We slilently merched sway in Ghe dark,tﬁ&ébyéthaéj&t%y from the trenched

at the head of Waterfeall Guily,and beiore reaching Anzac Cove, joinod

moving a few chalns at ¢ time

thcusands of others on the gams mission,

all night. iy compeny,after splashing through overproof rum runhﬁ
across the road, from a demolition party,wero picked up by the lﬂst.bgr

% that nigrt, and'put on board a large troop transporter.

/
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|
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We saliled for Lemnoe Harkour at once, and lived akoard the huge
troop transporter for a few days. Here we suffered some gtarv~
ation. We were told that the quartermaster and cooks were gell-
ing the rations, whether this wss true or not I could not say, #
tut I can say that the troops BxE were in a state of near riot, ;
starved men confined to a ship can bkecome an ungly mob very eas-
ily. Things csme right again, and we got into a shore camp for |
a few days before sailing btack to Egypt to take over the horses.

On the way bkack to Egypt one of the men contracted pneumonis and

died st sea. He was a very strong young man and his mates did
what they could for him. However they blamed the ship's doctor
for neglect, and according to them the doctor could not have
cared less, and paid as little attention as possibkle to the
dying men. They were so upset at the doctor's callous Lehaviour,
that if a suitable opportunity had occurred, some of them would
have thrown him overkoard. Cthers were angrily talking of a
demonstration, btut in a day or two tempers quietened down, and
the usual army routine continued. There is little doutt that

if the boy had Leen fortunate enough to have had gkilled nursing,
even in the year 1915-1916, he would have stood a zood ehance of
recovering. The subtmarine mEramx®R menace was still very strong,

Though The TeRIEVVES
and we egcaped wq.b the atmosphere on hoard nerwy and jumpy.

4
\

As we understood it & troop ship a few hours kehind us was torp- i

edoed, btut the ship managed to get the troops on to a small
island that was adjacent to the torpedoeing. We Lkelieved this

rumour, it may have keen true, or it may have Leen an exaggerat-

ion, or quite without any foundation. It makes little difference.{
as we were boys making up the army, we accepted it all as facts.

Coming back to Zeetown had a home like feeling and we were over-
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joyed to get our horses Lack, we loved the creatures and they

in their turn gave us & great feeling of security. All the hoses
were good patient helpful animals. T will admit that some were
tetter than others, tut then some horses had tetter masters than
others. 1In all the years I was there I never rememker a case of
a soldier neglecting or akusing his horse. When we took over our
horses they had been well fed and under exercised. They were
very excited when led out of the stalles, and some funny little
scenes took place. With great difficulty in some cases horses
were mounted. The horses did not know the camp and were inclined
to Lolt in directions that were emtsrassing. When a horse

stopped suddenly in front of the cookhouse, and the rider carried

on, the tig dixies of stew looked very menacing. The water troughs

wére another otetscle where riders had tut one moment to wonder
whether their fate was wet or dry. One horse tangled himself up
in the Commanding Officer's tent, tut most took the road out of
the camp into the desert and there ran their energy down, b % A
was wonderful how quickly we got orgsnised and men and horse
settled down to stesdy training. The decert was hot sand dusty,
tut we had grown tough and accustomed to the life of a big army,
We fell into the routine, but out of the routine we had little or
no energy. 1In looking back I think most of us had vitamin

def iciency. The wet canteen with its mild teer, kept us going
tut the money we had to spare was not enough for many extra lus~
uries to increascze the supply of vitamina. If we had only knownl

tazkle salt would have quite likely helped. looking Lkack I can

see the sunktaked thatched roofs where the horses stood in the shade

the bleached white tents where eight men slept and lived, the

dusty sand around it all, with the long water troughs, cook
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houges, farriers' shops, feed dumps and what you will. While we
were at Zeetown a reinforcement train pulled into the station
and we walked down to see the new recruits. They looked so soft

and their complexions so fresh, that we could hardly believe that

a few months earlier we had keen the same. 1 overheard one memker
of the reinforcements remark "Gosh, what a tough looking mob®.

That was the first time I realised how truly we must have altered.
@e rode many miles day after day, with flank patrols, advance
guards an& rear guards, galloping into mock action and handing ‘
over to horee holders to take the horses back, and practising

again galloping in to pick their riders up. 'All in the hot sun §
with quipment on the saddles and rifles and ammunition. The horset|
seemed to enjoy the exercise and were always ready for a gallop.

The men were much more efficient when kxkxwxs there were a few j

|
|

btullets flying around, but they btecame well trained and accustom-
ed to the type of life we were to live for years to come. A
toy's whole ¥%aérld swung round his rifle, his three mates who made
up his section and his horse. Every morhing the same thing

took place. We with our horses oﬁ parade’would hear an order,
"Get mounted" and then "The regiment will move off in column of
route from the right walk, march". The colonel or officer in mhzx
charge would lead the way, the bugler would ride kehind the
colonel, some staff)and the regimental signallers next.iand then
the leading squadron. The horses knew the orders as weéll as we
did. In those early days we led the horses for twenty minutes
and halted for ten minutes in every hour. The horses knew every

stop, every start and ewery rest, and knew the time when they

were due. They knew their places in the section and liked to

walk there. Sand was the greatest enemy of the horse. It did
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not pass through him, but settled in the lower part of the

stomach. When this sand gave troukle, medicine would relieve

t b |

the problem Xexpmxaxkk temporai&j, kut after a year or go horses }
|

|

liakle to kbecome debilitayed and sent to kase. !
:: :;e :a;:;ame wéen we %e;; ;eetownﬂampfor good and T never

saw it again. We knew we were leaving for active service in a

war zone, tut did not know where. We were on the march for four

( or five days, and during those days we got the only wet weather
Egypt gets in a year. We were unaccustomed to this type of life,
riding all day, putting down horse lines at night, watering and —
feeding them, making our own shelters, getting our rations, shift
dpty in the signal tent, or in the case of the troopers, guard
duty, a mile from the camp, or picket duty in the horse lines
during the night. Horses were restless and the men tired with
the new conditions. However the teething protlems soon passed and
never returned, and we became most efficient. I remember on one

\ occasion, after keing camped for a week in one place, we got a
sudden order to march, and in twenty minutes we had struck camp
and were a mile away, an organised, fully equipped fighting force.
When we got settled into a routine the days became easy and
pleasant. We crossed the Suez Canal and were camped some ten
miles out in the desert. This was excellent training and we were
half expecting an attack on the Canai. Outposts were akout five
miles from the camp. The area was clean not having teen camped
on kefore, and we were atle to keep free from the friendly close-
necs of body lice. As signallers we often had messages to deliver
into & town on the banks of the Canal. This place was Ismailia,

the name was spelt in two different ways in the town. All this

nd ST leasan
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easy as we were on active service, and teing handy to a base
country like HEgypt, our rations were fresh and good. To counter
these advantages our camp was very exposed to climatic conditions.
iThe sands travelled continually with the winds that tlew, and the
heat from the ktlazing sun retounded from the white sand. The
camp was devoid of natural shelter, and we were in the desert
learning what the Araks grew up knowing. The mirage in the desert
especially in the area along the S8uez Canal, is very interesting
and very deceptive. Opne cen see shallow water flowing over flats
at a rate of one or two miles per hour and coming quite close, to-
within atout 1ifty yards. The addition of palm trees to the
phenomenon, makes the scene so realistic that an experienced
degert rider will find it necessary to look a second time in case
the view is real and not an illusion. A horseman one hundred
yards away will appear to ke riding through water a foot deep,

and making no splash. 1t can cause other optical illusions such
as the following -~ One of our bkoys on outpost duty one afternoon
gsaw & Turkish regiment marching in columns of four straight on to
his outpost section. He alarmed the section and they took the
usual precautions, while he rode fast to the Regimental Headquart-
ers and gave the alarm. The Cfficer Commanding was a kit puzzled
as he could not understand how a large tody of Turks could get

g0 close without keing seen. However he sent a squadron out opn
patrol to be on the safe side. No Turks and no sign that any had
ever teen there. This outpost had definitely Leen deceived Ly a
‘mirage. We were never quite sure of the reason why this phenom-

enon occurred. The general telief was that it was a reflection

irom the sky of an actual happening in some other area. It was
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the fact that a mirage is due to the unequal heating of different
parts of the atmosphere, which kends the light rays and so
produces reflected images, tut whatever the explanation, I al=-
ways found them most interesting to watch; We moved to the
Egyptian side of the cenal and were there for a spell, in what
one might refer to as a rest camp. Here we swam nearly ;iiix
day in the canal. It was much further across than it looked and
made a lovely swimming pool - the water was just nice and warm,
We swam across and kack for a start and then practiced floating
in the centre of the ganal. We tecame expert in the art and
could stay out there for three or four hours at a time. When

a ship was passing ,through, the draw towards the vessel was just
amazing. The suction czused ty the ship would create a very
gtrong current and drop the level of the water some three feet.
We could not swim sgainst this current, and if unakle to get
ashore, were carried past the steamer by the surge. Ve did
enjoy our stay there -~ it was a seaside holiday in a lovely
climate without care or worry. All good holidays come to an end.
In an advanced position in the Sainai Peninsular an English
Company held an outpost. They had been there for some time, and
as far as they knew no Turk troops were in the vicinity.

Bedouin and Egyptian traders came in and out of their camp.
Turkish spies dressed as Bddouines mixed with those who walked

in and out at will. The Turks collected their information and
prepared a plan and attacked early one morning. A Scottish troop
occupying a redoukt held their little fort. A small terrier dog
barked furiously and the occupants of the redoukt stood to.

Being warned they fought it out and held up the Turk attack, the

rest of the camp was over run. It would ke wise for me to
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Erush very lightly on the ecene. Some troops escaped into the
desert, but from lack of water, distress of not knowing where to
go and sunstroke they died. Very few were rescued, and of those
very f{ew recovered. We got an order to occupy this over run
camp and guard the outpost, which gave us a lomg forced march.
Here the scene was distreseing and a warning always to ke vigil-
ant and never get careless. I would like to say this atout our
Commanding Off icers that for the two and a hall years that I was

there, I never at any time saw any slackness in the command, or

any risk taken where the enemy could get the advantage of surprise.

%e took up our positions in a new area, cleaned up the camp, and
turned the dead. The lesson went home to each and every one of
us. This was a game where you grey mighty careful or you dxzma
did not survive to tell the taie. We were in the sandy desert
again. When the wind tlew, which it usually did, the sand would
travel atout three or four feet high, one could not sit down for
long, as the moving sand made conditions so uncomfortatle that

a change to standing tecame preferatle. To have to stand up all
day on outpost duty got very dietressing and tiring. Ve longed
for the days that were calm and the sand stayed still. OSometimes
when out on patrol for a day we would I'ind on returning, all our
camp gear and shelters standing on small hills, through the wind
having shifted the sand, and the camp level Lteing dropped some
twelve inches. On other occasions the sand would shift into the
camp and everything would be buried up to twelve inches deep.
Drifting sand at meal times created protlems ---if we were unaktle
to eat our stew at once it kecame coated with sand too thick to
eat, if we ate it at oncé we merely kept it stirred up and ate

the ‘coating of sand without seeing it. This continual intake
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of sand created inflamastion in the btladder and caused =z discharge
from the penus, giving some of the symptoms of venersl disease.
Bhis created a feeling of panic among some of the men, until an
explanation of the cause was forthcoming. Lectures were given on
the lagting harm that would result from the intake of excessgive
amounts of sand, and we were all advised to take what precautions

se could to reduce this prokblem.

CohAp

These were e doy

with only 2 camel trail that wound ite way through various Hods,
with titlical nemes, tetweedPalestine and Egypt. A land where
wells in various Pelm Hods supplied the water, where date palms

flourished. Perhaps half an ascre up to two acres of them, on the

!
outer edge the palms got smaller and smaller till it was too dry
for them to grow st all. Nearly all the Hods had a stoned lined
well with good water, and were usuzlly atout twenty feet deep;
tut on one occasion we whtered our Zignsls Section at = well

that was one hundred and eighty feet deep to the water, all
stone lined by craftsmen, we were informed that this well had
keen supplying water bty the btucketful, long tefore the days of
Christ. This area from Egypt to xkm Palestine was so old in
history, and g0 well worth the time to study and explore, that it
is a2 pity we did not get more opportunity for this, tut as it

was a case of the survival of the fittest, survival took all our
time and energy. There were underground caves on the camel route
that would hide hundreds of horsemen. Here in days tone Ly,
raiders would watch for conveys of traders passing along the
trail and sttack, not always successfully though, for the traders
travelled in convoys for their own protection. I lived on this

sand for nearly two years riding backwards and forwards on patrols
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and outposts and thus covered every inch of it meny times. On
the desert one travels Ly compass as there are no land marks to
to guide one. An unusual looking hill looks unusual from one
aggle, from all other angles it will look flat or completely
different. 1In the early stages of thies desert travelling we had
a bit of troukle with our navigation, but after a2 time we over-
came these teething protbtlems. The homing instinct of some men
was remarkable. After riding for three days and three nights
over a roadless and festureless desert, it is not easy to pin
point a camp lying in a2 little hollow, surrounded by miles and
miles of unoccupled karren sand. On one such occasion the
Officer Command ing decided we had better stop as we were within
a couple of miles of the camp but he was afraid we might miss
it, so he gave the necessary orders to stop. A trooper rode

up and told the Officer the ceamp wee half a mile to the right,
when agked how he knew, he did not know "how he knew", all he
knew was the camp was half a mile out to the right and we were
riding pest it. The Officer Commsnding said "You might ke right
lad, btut t‘cannot take the risk". 1In the morning we picked up
the camp as the trooper said we would. Arout one men in two
hundred had this instinct of direction so highly developed that

they stood out on & pinnscle of their own. IS eeaEbetimgee—
Retarninb Trom patrul on, gmas &ve,IQ“GT_ETtef“fhrea days snd twe

ni%nts cantinaous riding, and still = further éll night cide before
#

reachlng camp,my thougnts ran on Other Xmas days, and.my own folk.

The night was black, with haavgAGIOQQSWleiteratinz.tne«qtaqs,and

s
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by 8 a.m, raln was steadily falling. Our camp amounted to a
w&&avﬁggter supply, and a ration dump,for men gnd,honsea, with out

stelter of sy kind from sha elements,»he hogseg were tired end so
P £  were the nmen werstho -
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man: it was raining we picked 2 spot close to our horse, put
down our ground sheet, and got into our blankets while they were
still dry and hoped for the best. Going to bed wet did not seem to
affect us, as we dried out under the tlanket or the next day when
the sun came out. On this occasion it was Christmae Deay and we
were issued with a tig sleb of cold phum duff es an extra course
for the breakfast we did not bother abtout having. If we got hungry
we ate a biscuit if we had one that was not too hard, or a crust

of treed that had been carried on the saddle for three days. I
remember standing in front of my horse, eating this thick slak of
duff, with the water dripping off my hat dnto my hands snd on to
the pudding as I ate it. It was not attractive under these
condidiions, tut it was & change snd we were grateful for the effort
the home folk had made to give us some change in our daily routine
on Christmas Day. We were in this camp for seven or eight days,
Just long enough to get into trouktle. Secouts, riding the desert

to our rear, found, atout five miles away an English regimental
camp. They had two thinge we were interested in, one was s w§$
canteen and the other a rum dump as tig as a country hall. We

gate crashed the wet canteen. Gste crashed is the word, tecause

we were not asked nor wanted. We could not stand in a long queve
and wait our turn, as we would te away from camp too long. Our
army mofed fast and quickly at a moments notice, and if we got

an hour ktehind, it took a long time catching up. Ve went to the
head of the queue and crashed in. I do not remembe: any fights;
tut there were plenty of protesters, referring to "Criminsl looke-
ing Australians.making excessive use of the word bastard”. It

was a word the EBnglish regiments did not appreciate. However the

authorities put a stop to thie =2nd we had to give it up. Ve
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then concentrated on the rum dump, unsuccessfully at first,
Buring the night hoursaz we tried two or three ways of stealing
a few jars of rum. 1I have always found guards supplied by the
English regiments very trustworthy. The English Regiment had too
many men on guard, and there was no cover for the convenience of
our approach. They would not sell and theye was n08;:; of slack-
ness at any hour during the night. We held a2 small meeting over
the affair with the following result. We went round and coll=-
ected all the money in the squadron. The sum collected was
recorded as the individuals lent it. We cut paper into suitakble
sizes and rolled them uylwith notes on the outside, till we
seemingly had & huge amount of money. We handed all this to one
loud talking salesman. He filled his shirt with it, his pockete
and his hat. That night the salesman with a companion led the
wayto the rum dump, six others following well kehind, established
their headquarters in & hollow one hundred yards or so from‘the
dump. They hafided their horses to a holder and the five crept
close. The salesman had asked for the sergeant of the guard,
and said he was wanting to buy a jar of rum, for which he would
pay £20 or £50 for one jar, he would pay what the sergeant
wanted, but he wanted a jar of rum. He pulled rolls of notes out
of his pockets, he pulled them out of his shirt, he took them
out of his hat, he passed doutle fistfulle to his compafion to
hold. He would pay 200 or £300 or £500 for a jar. He kept on

juggling money snd talking. Gradually the guards could not
resist the talk, they hoped the sergeant would deasl, they crept
up the sides of the dump to listen in. They had never seen so

much money. Our five slid into the end, got all they could carry

~...nd moved off into the dark to the waiting horses. The horse

i T N e S et s+ N . N R



- /82

holder rode past the salesman and gave a signal, the salesman
told the sergeant to "go to hell® got on his horse and rode off
with his companion, so the party returned with all their money
and all the rum they wanted. Operation Rum had Leen most success-
ful. The first thing they did was to pay tack the loan money to
the various troopers, who had Leen "holding well” enough to help
finance the little scheme. A teetotal corporal was put in charge
of the rum and a file past made out of bales of horse feed.

The corporal had a half pint enamel mug. ZEvery one, as he filed
past got three quarters of that mugful tipped into his container
mug. What is army rum?® Fifty per cent over proof I think.

liost filed past a second time but I never heard of anyone passing
a third time. We were all on deck next morning having enjoyed
the whole adventure, and having brought in the New Year in a
grand m::ii;: I will always rememker the feeling of satisfact=-
ion acquired by the success of the scheme to raid the Rum Dump.
The Officer Commanding decided it was time he gshifted camp,

80 without any further

delay we were on the war path again.

7, 7,

e second attack on
the canal. We were riding hard most of the time. In one camp

we rode the first three days and three nights in every week, this
was a non-stop ride, it took ug that long to go out, shoot up an
enemy outpost and return. We met the Australians going out as

we came in. These were the days of thirst! Reader have you

ever teen thirsty®? When you pull the cork from your water Lottle
to have your horse call to you, gsoftly and pathetically, and
follow you. It softens you and if there is enough moisture in

carcase
jour mxmkeem, the tears fall. After wetting my mouth and

mé;gi;gging a spoonful, I pour half a cup into my dixie 1id and
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let my horse do the same. He gseems to understend. I have sucked
a kutton till it stuck to my mouth, and still the sun poured down
with hours and hours to go btefore water could te found. On one
occasion I found a well and drew up a bucked full. My horse
tested and refused -- I got rid of the tutton and drank my fill.
It was then I noticed domething queer atout the water and on
inspecting the well carefully I discovered 2 dead mule in there.
1 was & tit uneasy for a day or two tut suffered no ill effects.
On coming into camp at night we would line up at the water
troughs, every horse would plunge his head in up to his eyes,
and every man would plunge in his dusty sun burned face tetween
the hcreee‘and drink his fill. For extremes of hest &nd cold
the desert is wickedly supreme. I think it must te the differ
ence tetween night and day temperature that caused us to feel
the cold so much. We ride through the day and up to 8 p.m. in

a cotton shirt with the sleeves torn off. At atout 8 p.m. we
pull on a jersey and Ly 9 p.m. we put on our jackets, by 11 p.m.
we ztop end spreed our horse rug full length on the horsds kack,
put on our overcoats and anything else we have, and from then on
till daylight we and our horses shiver as we ride through the
night. At daylight we see the sun start to rise, a great ball
of red, all out of shape and distorted as it creeps atove the
horizon. We stop at once and teke everything off and from then
till 10 a.m., we suffer what appears to ke the hottest part of
the day. No one feels very clever during these first hours of
daylight, war strain and weariness from lack of sleep show on
every face. Hot morning cups of tea were not for us. Sometimes

if we could gather some fast burning and hot firing scrukt, we

could toil zm® a cup of water in a dixie 1id in the ten minutes

—— —: . —
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stop, into this we would put a small handful of tea, and carry
the brew with us until it cooled enocugh to drink. I can rememker
this strong tlack tes btracing up my sagging muecles 1like strong
elchol; tut it was very seldom that material and timing could

te co-ordinated to achieve this obtject. During this period

for security reasons, we were capturing and keeping in control
every Bedouin that saw our movements. Many of these people

were fine tig upstanding men with fine physique. If one of them
got a start of one hundred yards we could not catch him on horse
back, they could run on the sand like a deer on the hills. Ve
were doing a2 lot of small patrols, such as four men and a signall-
er going out for akout ten miles and setting mpx up 2 signal
post on 2 high sand hill and searching palm hods for Bedouin.

In & palm hod the Bedouin will always run to the well and hide
when he saw us coming and so long ass we did not disturt him he
stayed there. We soon lesrned to take advantage of this trait
end left him there, as he needed no guarding till we were ready
to move, then we would go to the well gnd tring him cut?ngake
him prisoner. One tough character on outpost duty on the top
of 2 high sand hill, saw & one men Tuyrkish patrol mounted on a
camel come into the Hod three hundred feet below him, dismount
snd tie his camel. The Tyrk started to climbt the sand hill,
which wase suntéked, gsteep and soft. Twe tough guy dug a little
groove in the top of the sand hill for his rifle and waited till

the Turk got almost right to the top, then he pressed the trigg-

- er, jumped down and gratbed him btefore he could roll too far.

He removed his pay packet and some other odds and ends and
then let him roll. He then went down and collected the camel

and led it tack. When the post was returning to camp, the

&
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sergeant wanted to shoot the camel, tut the guy made so much
fuss that he was given permission to lead it tack to camp. To
do this he had to walk because a horse will not go near a cemel.
He put his heavy gear, helio, rifle etc., on the camel and star=-
ted walking after the horses. As soon as a hill came between him
and the horses he attempted to make the camel lie down so he
could mount it and ride into camp. To do this he jerked the
lead rope, making a "ha ha" sound, the rope was rotten and broke,
the csmel turned atout with hie rifle, helio and other equjpment
on its tack and bolted for Turk land. The guy was not so tough
after H.Q. had finished with him that night. The helio would Le
worth £50 in those days and rifle, smunition, signal messege etc.,
would te guite interesting souvenirs for the Turks. This out-
post duty was very tiring, the sand usually tlew along abtout three
feet high, to keep clear of it we had to stand up all day, we did
not do so of course, we took turn atout standing up to get akove
the drifting send, and sitting down in %k it to get a rest. The
str;in on our eyesight was also severe. Receiving and sending
a number of messages from a small one man out post, in the hot
cright sun with the heat reflecting from the white sand, caused
very severe eye straiﬁ in some cases. On one occasion I went
nearly ktlind for three weeks and my eyes never completely recov=~
ered. At that time we were one hundred miles from El. Arish....«
one hundred miles of soft white sand. From our post we weatched
the movements of & smell Loy, he was alone and working his way
actoas the gand hills towards our lines. He was missing our out
post Ly atout two miles, whether accidently or intentionally I
couple ;
could not tell, however I asked ahtrGOpersgo go out and get him.

He was akout eight or ten years old, btut the troopers could not
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put their hands on him, he wae like a wild tush tom can, his teeth
innger and toe nails flew into sction if he was touched. His only
words were "Bnglish Officer”, repeated over and over again.

They guided the child to the post and I informed ¥.Q. by helio
and asked if they knew anything akout the child, and did they

want him. In a very little while I got an urgent message to put
the child on & horse snd send him in with an escort, with sll care
and speed. I aid this and on returning to camp that evening, I
made enquiries as to who this V.I.P., child was. This was the
story -=- His father held an official position in El Argish, he
was a British agent and his little son travelled alone, backwards
and forwarde, tetween the British lines and El Araish with secret
information. Born and bred to the desert, half wild by nature,
this child could navigate and live off the land while he walked
the one hundred miles ketween our lines and his home. While
writing these desert stories I will refer to another case thst I
found of great interest. I was the signaller on a long patrol,
there were two sections on this patrol, eight men, we were atout
fifteen miles out in "no man's land™ when we saw a dozen goats in
a hollow 2 mile away. Where there are goats there should te &
Bedouin in charge, so we rode down to the goats, there was no
Bedouin, he must have seen us and got away. There were a few old
tine and a few small btits of rag the size of hall a tea towel,
lying on a little desert shrut. The troopers rode around, but
there was no one in sight. There was a tin with a little ground
grain meal, atout half & tea cup, tut I did not see any water,

one of the goats may have supplied milk to mix with it. %e dis~
mounted and had lunch, and were mounted and ready to move off.

when the farrier pulled z rag off the top of a small shrukt, about
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eighteen inches high. Beside the shrut and half under the rag
was a woman, crouched in a little heap, hiding like & wild
pheasant. & patrol of eight men riding and welking round that
gshruk for ah hour and a half, yet no one szw her, she looked so
very old, her face was lined and creased in wrinkleg. GShe was
tent and slightly humped tacked, and seemed to have ftzxxrikis
troutle with one hip, she could never walk the fifteen miles
tack, tut we had to take her with us. We "sold z horse® for
who should have the pleasure of carrying this frail old Bedouin
woman in front of him'on the fifteen miles ride Lack to camp.
The farrier won the douttful pleassure. We rode his horse up
close Leside her, we men with an arm on hers and a ﬁand under
her seat, shot her up on the saddle kefore she knew what was
happening. All hell troke loose, testh and finger nails flew
into the ferrier's hide, he put btoth arms around her and tried
to hold her, tut the vicious and consistant attack teat him.
With an oath and & heave he shot her back to earth, she hit

the ground and kounced upright and this time she was a youthful
person, say around the ax esrly twenties. She gathered up her
rags and tins and gave & sign that she would walk, and walk she
did, keeping up with the horses with eace {or the fifteen miles
ofer the hot sandy desert. W¥ithout sceing the whole perform-
ance I could never imagine such a perfect piece of camouflage
and acting. 1 am sure she could have travelled much farther,
The Bedouin are a wonderful people with grand physique, their
very existance was based on the survival of the fittest.

As far as I could tell their main diet was dates, grain and the
milk and meat from goats. Grain wes piled in heaps under sand

conesg, camouflaged to look like natural wind tlown sand cones.
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FREgh dates were very attractive when we got accustomed to eating
them. They grew in btig bunches snd were very plentiful. A&t
first we found they had a very satisfying effect on our appe~-
tites, and a few at & time were 211 we could est. After becom-
ing accustomed to that way of life, the overeating effect dig=
appeared and we could enjoy & large meal of this iovely fruit.
The horses enjoyed them too, and would take 2 mouthful of dates
rolling the stones out of one side of their mouths snd swallow-
ing the fruit at the same time. These tales of desert interest
gave some variation to the monotony of riding in convey, of dust
and weariness, of outpost duty and wer strain, and the everlast-
ing precautions to guard sgainst surprise attacks. 1 was leav-
ing one night as signaller for a troop on outpost, we were akout
two hundred yards away when a cell stopped us, 1 was relieved
Ly anogher signaller who was sent in my place. It wae just
getting dark, I was given an escort of four troopers and told
to te on the top of & certain sand hill by daylight and get in
touch with an English Regiment akout sixty miles away to the
Zast, and send a certain message. To reach our destination by
daylight we rode fast. It was the early stages of the second
attack on the Suez Canal. I was riding parallel to the front
and we were passing through various Palm Hods. Fog was lying
low and thick in the hollows. We did not know where our out-
posts or our front line were. Machine gun fire was epiubgfring
off and on close on our left flank. We were riding Ly compass
through the night and our course led us through fog btound hodé

and low valleys. By 3 g.m. we were getting a bit nervy, with

continual periodic tursts of machine gun fire, some digtant, Ltut
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would wait for daylight as I felt we were running too much

risk. The sand hill::yere going to was steep and high with a

tig palm hod on the Turkish side, we were close, but just how
close I was not sure. Dgylight came slowly and we were just

akout to get mounted and move on when one man spotted a camel
rider on the skyline towards Turk land, we could only see him

for a second as he topped a ridge. We paused and counted fifty
or gixty riders as they passed over the ridge, they were heading
for the Palm Hod at the foot of the hill. We had ridden all night
to make use of this hill for our signal post, weineeded that hill
to get our message across to the English Regiment. I decided

they might stay in the Palm Hod for a while and if we did not

get too high on our side I might get time to get my message through

r

by helio. We approached the hill and rode up it on an angle.
Just when I thought I had gained enough height and was consides
-ing calling a halt,to try to get contact, we rode past a little
sand mound, right on to a troop of the Tyrkish Army, they were
not ten yards in front of us, They gave one s:«ml’ and fell
over backwarde down a sand gutter aout of sight. Ve decided we
were out numbered by ten to one and felt that "he who fights and
runs away will live to fight another day". We evacuated the
hill and left it to the Tyrks and never sent the message. Ve
all got back Lty evening to the cemp. Now this story is not yet
finighed -- a few days before thid we raided a Turkish outpost
et break of day. Some Tyrks were shot up and some escaped.

On going through the poskets of a dead Turk I collected a
Turkish # 1 note, which I got tired of looking at after twenty
four hours, so exchanged it for an English note, with another

signaller. This was the man thal took my place when I was called
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btack and sent on that special night ride. Twe signaller® and his
troop, with the exception of one man were all captured that night.
Their horses were in a small hollow and their post was on & low
ridge, whether it was well positioned or not I do not know, but
the first the outpost knew was two long columns of Turks were
already past them, one on each side. The Officer in charge
surrendered, tut one trooper mountad his horse and rode down bet-
ween the two columns towards Tyrk land. He found & gap in the line;
and rode through. Two Tyrks ran out and half levelled their |
rifles but did not sghoot. ¥e found his way back during the night,
the others were a1l taken prisorers. I think the only one that
survived the starvation conditions of the Turkish Prisoner of Yar
Camps was the officer. That timely call, one minute longer and
it would have teen too late, I would have died with my compsnions
in that prison cemp. So it is recorded thet life swings on such
small decisions maede st 2 moments notice. A week or soAlater
we found the following message left Lty the Turke for us to piek
up == "8/8/1916 Ve regret that we sre not only German Troupers
and have not cavekerie as the Englishman then we would gsin the
pkaim play shirtenly. Now we will wish that you will not follow
to fast into the triste deserte. 10 C.¥. cannoh Batty."

"8/8/1916 Hesr was e Cermen Artillerie oteervetion poste
and had seen all movements of the English cavelerie. ILt. Allsopp
A.¥.Rifles now prisoner of war a gentlemann hed esten in cur
Batterie. 5/6/V11/16" Lt Allsop referred to in the enemy messages,
wae the officer in charge of the outpost captured a day or two
previously. This was the outpost thet I was recslled from, to ke
gent-on the special miséion. These were days of greszt stress

and strain, month after month of contact with the enemy st Lresk
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of day, after riding dsy end night for one, two or three days,
when we were not attacking we were always on edge for fear of
keing attascked. tn the march we rested for ten minutes in every
hour, &nd during thie rest we would slip the tridle reins over
our arm, pu£ our hand in a pocket and fzll asleep. ¥hen the
army was stout to move the horse would wsken us, 1If anything
happened that you were not awakened and got left tehind, the
RBedouins dispstched you and took your clothing and rifle and
leftthe corpse lying in the sun on the sand. The reer guerd had
to be extra careful thet they did not have the laet four men

cut ofif and dispatched Ly riders with lances ai: Arat ponies,

or snipers or a mixture of koth.

We were continuslly engsged in taking Turkish forts, which had
teen thilt on & sguitsktle hilltop and menned in strength. Thege
places we would surround at day tresk, and then stay teyond
machine gun fire till estout 10s.m. Ag the place was surrounded

no reinforcements could bte rushed in, and sround l0a.m. the tattie
would kegin and the pressure steedily incressed till skout 3 p.m.,
when & series of charges with fixed tayonets would take the gplece.
In some of these forts there were huge Turk stores of clothing
and footwear, which were thrown open to the camel drivers,
"Bgyptian latour corp" who trought up convoye of cemels with
horseieed gnd rations and waﬁer for man and tesst. The camel
drivers rushed these stores. Their philosophy was that whet

they could wear they could keep, tut what they carried they could 8¢
roEted of. The result was that next day walkiﬁg for mile after
mile on the turning sun taked esnd, were hot and distressed camel
drivers wearing two or three Turk uniforms all st the caome time

tulging with new clothes, and wending their weary way beck to camp.
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The wounded from these kattles had a gruelling time on the return
Jjourney, as the only way they could te taken Lack was Ly pack camel
on a kind of rocking stretcher slung on esch side of a camel.

These stretchers would sway, roek and swing as the camel's rolling
galt took him scross the sand for twentyiour, thirtysix or ever
fortyeight hours. The wounded were evacuated at once and the

army followed some hours lster after clearing up, bturying the dead
and destroying the fort. A4s we travelled fester than the camels
we usuaslly passed the cemel trasin with the wounded on our way Lack.
The spffering ofezrz of these men wae teyond telief and it wae not
uncommon for wounded men to appeal to us, if we had any feeling of
mercy left in us, to tske down our rifle and shoot him so that he
could escape the =zgony of trsvelling any further. One of our
gignallers unslung hig rifle znd was only prevented Ly hig mates
from giving way to the appeals of & wounded Bustralisn, it was gll
very distressing to witnesg such suffering. Though many died on
the journey'hack,'many more recovered to live and enjoy a useful
life. The people in charge did all that was possitle and gave

the wounded every consideration and help ir supplying the best
availaktle form of transport. The country we had to travel over
often,put the wheeled vehicles of those deyse teyond consideration
and air trsnsport was not known, we had a few small planes that
were used for otservation purposes only. It was waer. Ye were
thirty to one hundred miles or more, out in Turk territory znd the
wounded hed to Le given transport. The camel train wae the only
transport that could travel scross this sand. Horse drawn waggons
were too slow and too heavy to pull up and down the soft sand hills.
we were alwesys meny miles shead of roasds snd rail, ususlly sround

fifty miles btut sometimes much more. The railway followed up and
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kept the base supplied with the necessary equipment for the larg-
est mounted force thst had ever Lteen assemtled in the world. The

railway was pushed through tehind the troops, tuilt ty hundreds

of Egyptians. The Bgyptian overseers had short whips and used

them, mostly lightly, to keep the construction going at a steady
pace. These latourers were signed on in Egypt for three months'
work up the Sainasi Peninsular. On signing they were given £1 and
told to repart tack in a week. This was the attraction, they
signed on, took the £1 and went off and spent it. Some reported
tafk, tut some did not. It made no difference, the Police picked
them up énd they went up the line for three months. They were
then krought tack to Cpiro and paid all their accurulated wages
and discharged. They then had money greatly in excess of their
usual wealth. It soon went and back they came to sign on again

get their £1, spend it, hide and have the whole set up repeated.

Cur regiment was getting in a distressed condition. Fights were
treaking out along the horse lines, weary men were very irritatle,
toils were common among the troops and festering skin sores were
on most hands and asrms. Flies were always with us, flies ty the
millions. Unless our food was toiling hot, or tone dry it was
crusted with flies, if we put jam on bread it immedistely tecame
a klack heap of flies. 1T remember one signaller pouring some
golden syrup, he got in s parcel, on to some dry breasd. He ate

it bty pushing the flies tack with hig 1lip g8 he ate. What was he

to do? He hsd to ea

Tiey

CHAPLT
SRR PR RN | %’ventual y the regiment wes relieved and we went to

Alexandria for two weeks, where we were camped atout two miles

from the tram terminus. The natives had dozens of donkeys aa
pata
the cemp for soldier transport to the terminus, for which wgmlf~

S e B R e ——— e
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These very well trained donkeys would run elong very well with
the native trottdng along kehind. When & suitable distance had
teen travelled, the donkey would throw himself down, the rider
taking a fall on the metal, the donkey got up quickly snd ran
tack to his owner and the pair returnedto btase for enother fare.
The natives grew quite weslthy, in comparison with their usual
financisl standerd. I think the donkeys acted on some form of
signal from their owners, such as 2 whistle or call, and immedide-
tely threw the rider, who getting up sees the donkey going tack
at e run, trushes his clothes, attends to his gravel rash and
walks the rest of the way. Two of us hired donkeys and rode off
in good etyle. My friend's donkey went half way and refused to
go any further, he got off to find out why. The moment he was
off the donkey wheeled round and tolted btack. Mine threw hime
self down, loaingAhis rider that way and also btolted Lack. Ve
toth walked the last half. We took & tram some distance then got
out and walked along the street. Ve msked a toy the way to the
Zoo, btut all he said was "English lady, English lady®". He led us
iown 2 back alley and we thought we were teing taken to some
trothel and very nearly turned Lack. However the toy was very
pressing and we dicided to follow him, he was right and finally
led us up some steps and knocked on & door. An English woman
ingwered snd asked us in. We gave the toy some "Buckshee" and
vent in. Twis all seemed so strange as it was over two years
since T had spoken to an English woman or teen in a private
iwelling. I cannot rememkter the lady's name, it is all so long
120, however I remember the interesting parts of her life story,
nd all she told ue that day. For the sake of g2 name I will refer

0 her as Miss X. Miss X was a well known Welsh singer atout the
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turn of the century, unfortunately ghe developed diphtheria
and suffered a very long illness. When ghe recovered, her sing=-
ing voice was damaged teyond repair. Mises X turned from sing-
ing to music teaching and accepted a position of mueic instruct-
or to a very wealthy Sgyptian family. She told us a great deal
atout the lives of hezigupils, how they lived a normal life
until atout fourteen years old, then they 'took the veil', end
from then on never took part in mixed company. They go out
veiled with a chasperon, and if bty accident they meet their father
or trothers in the street they pasethém Ly ses strangers, for
others would ﬁot kriow their relationship. These girls usually
travel to Europe or elswhere Lefore taking the veil. On these
occaslons they travel with a chaperon as ordinary travellers.
Miss X invited us btack one afterncon asnd there we met the Ex
Kedive of XEgypt's son. He looked stout twenty and was a very
nicely spoken, guiet toy. His English was very good. Miss X
told ue a very sad and interesting experience that happened to
a friend of hers. Thie lady was 2 governess in a wéalthy
Bgyptian family home in Cairo. The governess gained the father's
congent to take his eldest daughter to Burope for a second tr;p
though she was due to take the veil. The governess was taking
the second daughter and thought it a pity not to take the elder
sister too. Thie was arranged and the governess with the two
sisters sailed for EBurope. ZEverything went according to plan

developed

except on the way back to Zgypt, an attraction duxeipap
tetween the elder sister and one of the ship's officers. The
young lady invited the officer to e¢all and gave her address, all
unknown to the chaperon. The day after their arrival in Bgypt,

from the balcony of the Harem, the chaperon saw this officer
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approaching the tuilding through the park like grounds. She
realised at once what must have happened, and anticipsted the

tradgedy that would occur if he got too close to the tuilding.

‘he ran down the steps and out into the grounds end stopped him.
*he urged him desperstely to go tack at once, and return to the
ship and stay there. Twnere was no time to explain, just go and

she would write 2 full explasnation. Her very urgency trought sense
md dispelled his reckless intentions. He got Lack to his ship and |
safety, the letter of explanation warned him that he wss lucky to |
do so. If he had got any further there was little chance of his
:ver coming out alive. Twe young lady wes a witness to this episode
md in revenge, the cheperon had an addition of ground glass added
to her soup. ©She did not die, btut was very ill, and spent nearly

a year in a private hospital. She was very well compensated
{inancielly by her employer, and when she recovered she had suffic-
lent funds to start & convalescent home of her own, and was report-
:d to have done very well. The poor unfortunste girl lost all

the priviledges thet were her due. &he was removed from the
qssociation of her family and sent into exile. The young ladieg of
f@ypt had their marrisges arranged, they did not meet their

hustands till after marriasge, and were then not permitted to return
home on & vieit till one yeer had elspsed. This was a precaution
wainet any very young Lride tecoming homesick after a visit to

her family. Many of these marrisges were made f‘!ia financial or

political reason. Amy girl who was fortunate enmough to te married

as 8 first wife to a young men could consider herself very lucky.
Usually they were so situated that they could okserve, without |
being seen themselveg, the visitors to and from their father®s

louse. Through this practice of watching they knew the men,
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through the gossip knew the news of all the doings in their
society. We understood, that through the restrictions placed
on these tetter éiigi ladies of Hgypt, their attitude toward
men was anything but reserved. True or not I am not experien-
ced enough to say, tut the experience we gained on two occasions,
led us to telieve that this could bte correct. Firstly we were
on leave in & tig Egyptian city, and were walking down a tree
lined street in an obtviously wealthy sukturk. Over a high stone
wall we looked at a large residence with a long high talcony,
well tack from the street, tehind park like grounde. We two
stopped Ly a wide doukle entrance gate to asdmire the gsetting of
this house and the lovely cool grounds. The clean tree lined
dustless street, the keautiful grounds and the great house, with
ite long high kalcony was a picture worthy of any artist. Ye
stood commenting and aksorting this scené. However we were
oktserved from the house, and some three or four young women ran
along the talcony waving to us and calling, and supporting their
calls Ly signs that fully conveyed the meaning of their calls.

We were tetween onc hundred and two hundred yards from the house.
The women looked very young and attractive at that distance and
were very insistant and persuamgive in their endeavours to
persuade us to walk through the grounds and call on them. We
talked it over, surveyed the goound and the tsck ground. If
there had teen four of us so that two could have stayed in
reserve to give a helping hand, or tell the tale if the position
got tad, I think we might have gone in for a closer look, howefer
the goounds looked too peaceful, quiet and nice, it looked too
open and inviting, and we got too suspicious that some hidden

—

enemy was lurking in the background, and that we would ke aktle to
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do little or nothing atout stopping a report of "Two soldiers
reported missing”. The women were very persuavive , and the

grounds and the setting of the house so attractive that there wss

a curious feeling of temptation to walk through the gatee and unde

the tig trees in the park like grounds,snd get = closer and tetter

view of the whole area. If we hsd decided to go in, the
decision could hsve teen fatal, but as we decided to go on, we
will never know how attractive this harem, if it was s harem,
might héve teen, ow in what danger we might have pleced ourselves
conservativally
bty entering. There wae evidently great wealth, mxxserxdtuiiy
displayed ty the gracious surroundings, very lovely exterior
living conditions. %Were these women the dsughters of the house,
who had not yet taken the veil? Was this tuilding 2 harem
telonging to some wealthy plutocrat snd these encoursging females
some of his wives? Or was it a trothel? I do not think so.
S0 T repest that these people showed no reserve -- we on the
other hand were full of reserve ! If we had trespassed and keen
captured, we would have been very lucky if we lived to tell the
tale. The Egyptisns were very fussy about who got into their
harems. Ve were ::;; aware of this, and also well aware of the
fact that if you got caught you never got out. On a later
occasion on the same leave we were fortunaste enough to meet and
hold & short conversation with two veiled young women from an
Egyptian society family. This took place in a Putlic Park.
They were sitting with their chaperon én a large park seat when
we two walked along. Th&y gave no sign of encouragement bty look
or action, btut we decided to interview them. We walked up ==
there were tws ybung and pretty maids together snd the chaperon

teside them.  1I walked up and sat teside one of the pretty nmaids
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:nd my companion sat Leside the chaperon. We took off our hats
as a mark of respect and kept them off, and asked them if they
spoke English. Twey did not. The maid in the centre stood up,
and in no uncertain manner , ordered the chaperon to move over,
and sat down beside my companion. The chaperon looked uneasy,
tut we felt encourasged. I started to talk, s few words of Egypt-
ian, an ofld word of French, plenty of signs to convey my meaning
and pencil drawinge when in difficulties. My companion was doing
likewise. We were getting on fine and making real progress,
thew{ let their white veils drop almost off their facee and so 1
gg%l%eel repulsed my pretty maid moved s few inches along the
seat until she waes in a position of nice friendly closeness.

Alas all thinge come to an end, and so the end came to our little
adventure. Some distance away they spotted the approach of two
otviously weslthy, aristocratic looking Egyptiens, men. They
immed iately stood up, straightened their veils, held out their had j
haends and shook hands, turned round and walked straight off in

the oppgeite direction. Ve sat down again on the seat, the two
men walked up and as they passed, they gave us a look that would
have stopped the engine of a deisel tank. We left that park at
once, and did not feel comfortakle until a2 tram had tsken us a
mile or two from the area. Agsin may I say that those pretty
maids welcomed our zttentions without reserve, and only gave up
when troutle approached in the form of two men of their own class.
™ese two pretty masids were very bteautiful, their complections, =mx
eyes and features were so easy to look at. Cream to white skins,
very well cared for, lovely dark eyes, with long dark eyelashes,
left with us a2 general impression of personality. intelligence and

an interest in us thest was in excess of our sincere interest in
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thema?&*es~ The poor old chaperon was not in the picture at
all, and yet if we could have spoken the language, I am sure we
would have found her knowledge most interesting. When they stmod

up it was difficult to judge their figures kecause of the over-

flowing type of dress they wore, from neck to feet, btut we paid

and were getting worn and nervy again. ZSnemy outpost raids at
treak of day, or "Stand to", tefore daylight, in case of teing
raided, heat, dust and flies, in the day time, and lack of sleep

at night as we tried to force the enemy to retreat faster than they

wanted'to, in order to over run their rear guards. We had come
in tehind the infantry lines, to rest man and horse for 2 few
deys. Twe time wes mxEximzixiy the evening twilight. English
regiments had teen marching past our camp for hours. In the
evening twilight, cemel trains with their luggasge came rolling tLy.
We stood watching this moving line of anumales stretching for miles,
away into the night on eifher side. The pack on one cemel slipped
and the driver pulled him out of the line and put him down to ad-
just the load again. One piece of this load was & tox atout
eighteen inches long ky nine inches. It was & rough box strongly
made, with two or three pieces making the 1lid, well nsiled down.
It attracted my attention. It was & chill evening snd I was
wearing my overcoat, which I‘took off and walked over to the camel
and dropped the coast on the btox. 1 picked it up and walked on

and the tox was there no more. I could not get rid of my matee so
I sat on the sand pulled out my kayonet and prized off the lid.

As T was doing the jobt I could not get into the kox first, that

priviledge fell to one of my sudience. He filled his hands and

w
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pulled out boot klacking and trushes. I was secondyand going
deep, zgot hold of a full whisky tottle and took that as my share.
If T rememkter correctly some one else got snother half bottle.
¥y tottle stood me in very zood stead and by using it with dis-
cretion, it lasted Ifor some time, I have very sstisfying memor-
ies of the help I got from that Lottle. We were leaving the
desert and coming into Palestine, the wer strain, the lsck of
rest, night and day, week after week, month after month was Le=-
ginﬁina to have its effect on the troops. One poor lsd in our

troop put a tullet through his leg to get some sort of relief

from this continual mendal strain. We went off to Egypt and tase,

and we who stayed tehind, stsyed with mixed feelings. I never

knew if I wes envious or not, telieve me it takes coursge to shoot}

yourself and a man who does it is getting in s very run down
condition. One of our HKed Cross personell thought up guite s
novel way of getting = sgell from the fliee, dust and aleeping
on your horse, while continually moving. As a teky he had never
teen circumgized, he tookK & scissgors and made & jegged cut in
his foreskin. He told the tasle that he was carrying a heavy
tin of medicel supplies on his ssddle when hig horse stumbtled
and the tin damaged his penus. Np one had any method of proving
thie tale false, so he got to Cairo, was circumsized in an
operating theatre and had & very good holiday without loss of
for a few days
any prestige. Vie were moved on to the ¥editerrasnean Coast
and weré aktle to get our clothes ressonstly free from 1ice.i%
VWe swam in the sea, we sunkathed, slept snd rested. We got mail
fresh tread and wrote our letters. Four or five hundred yards

out from the shore was a sand tar with some three feet of water

covering it. Ve swam out to this sand tsnk and played around

3]
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in the surf for a while tefore swimming sshore. As I was coming
in one day a msn was calling fér help, I swam across and found
he had & mild attack of cramp and wes in a poor way. We were
fairly close to the sand tank and I decided to help him 1;:1he
ghallow water. I swam hard with him for twenty minutes tut
made little progress, I wae done, go used my voice and waved
for assistance, three good swimmers came scross snd I handed
over. I started out for the send tank on my own, tut was more
exhausted than T hed realised. I swam till T could not keep my
head up and was not sure that I was going in the right direction,
1 was swallowing too much water. I decided to sound for the
tottom, T knew if T could not touch I would never get up again,
T stood up and hit the tottom, up to my shoulders in water, I
wes akle to stand there for five minutes and recovered enough to
swim the short distance to the tar. There I rested till I was
ready to swim ashore. Meanwhile the three men with their pat-
fent tried to reach the sand tank, tut making no progress they
realised that they were swimming agsinst a strong current, so
turned round and succeesfully got their men ashore. HYe was
,hnconscious tut artificial respiration trought him round and
he lived to fight another day. Among the farriers wae an Irish
f;an, he was tall, atout six foot three inches, lean, brown and
wvery untidy. e never laced his toots and @corned puttees. His
Jacket wae more comfottable if untuttoned and his hat was well
pest the envy of any fisherman. He was very popular and had
many taking ways. He lived better than the Colonel. He knew
horses and knew how to handle them. He shaved with & scissors
when his whiskers tecame @& nuisqnce . He was kindly and good

natured, but had one hell of a temper if anyone tried to doutle
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cross®d him. He was a bit like that old character “McClusky”,

who intended to win Lefore he got into a fight, and was not fussy
bty what means he did win or how quickly he achieved his okject so
long as he achieved it. He did not wéar socks and his feet did nét
get washed. Twe heat snd the dust kept them dry snd they merely
flaked. Now every time a numter of reinforcements came to the
regiment and were paramded at Hegd Quarters to ke posted to the
different troops, Paddy would go up and walk down the line in

front of them, giving each man a close inspection and passing

round the end came Lack along tehind them and give esch one a close

|

look from that angle too. This was?regular performance and every
one was sccustomed to it. One day among the reinforcements was

e small chap. He looked atout sixteen and small st that. I am
sure Lty the look of him he had never teen away from home and 1
would think, lived in an isolated area where he had missed the
advantages of mixing with more sophisticated children. It was
tad enough to send him overseass in the army, tut wicked to put
him up in the front line. He should have teen kept in Rase.
Paddy had another look at him and said "My little man and what
might ye your nsme® On teing told he went to the AsFrmkxidmk
Adjutant and asked for "The little man" to ke put in his care,
attached to the farriers till he grew up. Twe Adj@tant discuss-
ed it with the Colonel and that wae how Paddy got his Batman.
"The little men" wse shown how to make a kbivy with palm leaveg and
one tlenket. He was taught how to cook, Paddy suppljdng the
rations, for it was ecasy for him with his "taking ways" to supply
whatever he end the "Little Man" had a fancy for. Perhaps I

should say that the Brigade Head Quarters, the Amkbulsnce, the

Regimental HeadQuarters, the Australians and the Bnglish, all
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helped to supply their rations. The Little Man lived well, he
cooked Paddy's meals and watered his horse and anyone who inter-
ferred with the Little Man had to deal with Paddy first. He put
on weight and grew up fast and was a good type of lad. 1 under-
stand that he was one of those who were fortunate enough to come
tack to his father and mother again, and let his parents see that
their effort in reasring him was not all in vain. I often wonder-
ed if he ever fully appreciated Paddy's interest in him. Paddy
would te regarded by any old hand as a specialist in "how to
live well and stay alive in the army". He came kack to N.Z.
with the Regiment, having served in all campaigns, never wounded
never sick, never off duty, and very seldom doing any work.
Sometimes a thought crossed my mind, that perhaps I might live
to see my homeland again. Death had missed me so narrowly on so
many occasions that my feeling of certainty of death could te
wrong. We had charged under heavy machine gun fire into a
palm hod, the horse holders had gratked the bridles from their
dismounted mates, turned their horses round and gone back at a
mad gallop. The sand hills sdjoining were strongly held bty the
enemy and we were there to shift them. Head quarters were
estatlished in the hod and the troops were 1n-action one hundred
and fifty yerds ahead of us. I had a groowe scratched out of a
sand mound that I tacked into, for reading signals. The position
gave me a feeling of reasonatle safety, and was the envy of
others scattered around in uncomfortstle positions. 1 was there
for an hour btefore the call of nature demanded my sttention.
Under these circumstances we never worried atout privacy, tut it
was necessary to move some yards . A palm tree fifteen yards

away looked a suitakle place. I was just akout to move when a
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machine gun sprayed the base of the tree with bullets. I thought
it unlikely that a second turst would land in the same place. I

moved and got nearly there when a second burst tore up the detris

where 1 was going. I reslised this palm tree must te in the
traverse of an enemy machine gun. There was no where else I could |
see that would te covered from enemy observation. The desire died
and I turned tack. A man had jumped my poé? as soon as I had left.
He was shot in the kack and they were just picking him up. He

lived tut never walked again. I fdok over the possy again and occu
-pied it for the rest of the day. 1In the morning the enemy had re-
treated, so as I have mentioned, I could ke wrong with this strong
"no returning” feeling, and that perhaps fate had changed, or more
likely the Devil had decided to guard his own and had challenged %
fate. We never talked sbout our near misses, so I do not know of |
others experiences, tut I had many very close calls. I never
worried atout tullets from aeroplanes' machine gune, till one day
when we were teing straffed bty a ’plane> I was standing under my
horse's neck, when I felt a stinging feeling down my btare arm. I
iooked and tlue psint was scattered down my upper arm. A tullet J
had passed through my saddle wallet through a tin of tully Lbeef
and sprayed my arm with the paint off the tin. XNeither 1 nor my
horse wes the worse for this attantion, though after that exper-
ience I p2id a little more respect to etraffing aseroplanes.

Another time I was expecting a long distance helio call and was

up close to the enemy lines, it teing the most likely place to

intercept the call. I never zot the call btut stayed on late in
the evening, hoping tc still pick it up. This was a dangerous
thing to do, as our outpoets were liakle to te over nun if we

stayed on after the supporting troops started to move. However
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if this call was coming through I wgnted to te there to take it,
and I stayed as long as a helio could ke read. Wer were all ready
to clear out and I said T would run to the top of the rise and
have one more look, I did a foolish thing, I exposed myself on

the skyline and nearly psid the price. A sniper got me in his

telescopic sight and let me have it. The almost silent swish and

sucking sound as the tullet psssed within inches of =me, foldowed
ty the crack of the report, that you hear when a rifle is fired

directly at you, made me drop like a stone and take off. That |

sniper might te atui %g;if:gj if he scored a hit or not,
In army daye o e First Wor ar, we were pald 5/~ per day, g

of this we were sllowed to draw 2/-, the balance being kept in
reserve, or paid to our dependants. This always seemed sdeguate,
the main reason I think, was btecause everyone was in the same
financial state, prices were edjusted to the money availakle, and

it was no disgrace to ke completely troke. If some leave was

given for & few days in Cairo, and one was lucky enough to draw \
their name fron a hat, he went on leafe if he had enough money,
if not and he could not raise a2 loan he gave his leave ticket to
someone who had money. One man drew a leave ticket and had no
funde, he Lorrowed 19/~ and went to the two-up ring and lost his
10/-. He came kack to give his leave ticket away, I lent him
another 10/~ and he went tack, soon retumning with £40. Needless
to say his satisfaction was great. At this time we were having

a spot of troutle with the Tommy Military Police in Cairo, they

may have put it the other way round. On two occasions 2 few
Few Zealand and a few Australian men, btarricaded themselves

in the end of a restaurant and fought it out with the M.P.'s

using chairs, btottles or anything else that came to their hands.
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Thesge little sideline centres of amusement would sometimes take
the Military Police four or five hours to get the upper hand.
few Zealanders and Australians knew from Lkirth that chairs and

tottles had uses other then sitting on and drinking from. When

the .P.'s eventually won a restaurant tattle, they put their
prisoners on the train end sent then up the line, with long charge
sheets and N.C.0's stripes following bty post. One of our chaps
was attending a2 school of Instruction, and hsd an evening at a
hotel. The session was long,and he slept late the following
morning. He came on parade at the School of Instruction, with-

out ktreakfast, unshaven and 2 hang over. The Tommy Sergeant

Major dressed him down kefore the pasrade while the officers were
walking on. This got under the trooper's skin and he took three
paces forward from the line and in 2 lou® voice he aaidtzhe
Sergeant Major, "You are & tastard, you always have teen a Lastard,
your ancestors have teen tastards for thousande of years and you
will btreed more tastards, you bloody tasstard ! He ias arrested
and sent tack up the line. He came Lefore the Colonel, and the
guard had three sheets of charge and his two gtripes, he had teen
a Corporal, the Tommies had derated him. The Colonel rezd the
charge and looked him up and down. "I sce Ly this charge you

have teen getting into a spot of troukle”®" *"Yes, Sir". "Did you
telieve what you said®' "Yes, Zir.” “Well don't let me have

any more of this, go back to your troop and put up your stripes
again.® "Yes, Sir." 20 in that way the Colonel held the

respect and goodwill of his regiment. We were in Paslestine,

the riding ﬁas harder and the fighting fiercer, Thousands of

acres had Leen planted in tarley, it wes s wonderfully good

crop considering the very primitive means the Arsts had for
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cultivation. They plowed with a branch from a tree, iron shod,
scratched the soil loose in a strip four inches wide and three
inches deep. The power plant consisted of a donkey and a camel,
or an ox and a donkey. It was sad to see this lovely crop of
tarley slowly ripening and fall down as the war was teing fought
over the btarley fields, and harvesting was impossitle. How
wastefulgwar can te! The enemy had many fortified areas ascross
Palestine, and these we had to capture one at a time. They
usnally took about four days to surround and capture. By send-
ing the mounted forces round the kack of these fortified posit-
ions, we stopped reinforcements teing filtered in. Akbout

twelve hours hard and fierce fighting, ending with a bayonet
charge, usually forced them to surrender. It was not unusual

for a group of Arak women and children to ke sitting out in

"no man's land" watching and waiting for the war to end, so they
could go abtout their tusiness. 1 never saw amy of these people
shot up, though they must have run a very tig risk. The Turks
evidently avoided shooting where they s&t and we endeavoured to
do the seme. They would te surrounded bty fighting armies for at
least two days, I hope they had water and food, while they hudd-
led together on an exposed knobk or ridge till the show was over.
From our point of view the Araks were a trecherous type of people.
They would cut off a few troopers from the rear guard if possikle,
charging down on them, mounted on Aral ponies and over run them
with thelir Xzzpeszx lances, they would strip the clothes from the
dead and leave them untaried. If a2 traveller gotninto an Arakt
encampment he was safe while he gtayed there, ty their law of
hospitality. However there was no restriction on finding out

where the traveller was going when he left, ambush him, kill him
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and collect his personal telongings. ¥en women and children, gll
kinds of animals, including donkeys, live and sleep together in
long semi-open type of tent shelters. I rememker one hillside

in Palestine that was honeycomted with caves. The whole area
would cover six or seven acree, and the caves were used ty the
Arats as dwellings; but most of the Araks had left the ares
when we were there. We took & walk and had a look =t them, and
found some of the caves had been considersbly enlarged ty man.
One Arab, shot through the czlf of the leg, asked us Lty signs

how to treat the wound, we wpeplied by signs until a young man
came along, who could speak a little Znglish and scted as inter-
preter. This man had a Standard 4 Graphid Rezder and was study=-
ing it for English. He asked us to hedp him read a few pages.

He was frightened to leave the caves and frightened to stay. He
hoped the Turks would not come btack and hoped the Engliéh would
leave him alone. We did not want him and he was left there and
the Turks did not come tack. On some selected hillsides on the
desert, the Arate had acres of watermelons growing in profusion.
T have never seen growth tetter and as maximmm far ss one could
teil it wae only Lare sand. There must have Lteen water coming

up from kelow. The large melons were too Lig to te put in a
chaff sack. We ate great numters of these melons, tut experience
taught us to eat them tefore they had fully ripened. It was too
difficult to tell a melon that was one day over-ripe, if we ate
one of these we never forgot it, we spent hours rolling round with
the most violent stonsch ﬁaine. thunder end lightening amidships
was a8 mild way of expressing it. We would collect them ky pack
horse and take them to our camp. I wigh I could grow them here

like the Arabs did.
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I can remember feeling so weak and tired from lack of sleep that
it was an effort to get on and off my horse. We were so tired
and lacking in emergy, that 1 think we must have teen suffering
from vitamin.deficiency. Riding, riding/day and night tattles,.
and more riding, our eyes were sore, a tath or swim was a thing
of the past. We had not seen enough water to wash our faces for
weeks. Tea leaves from the cook's dixie was a great relief, =
handful wigyed and rutked round our eyes was very refreshing and
cooling; btut we had to ke quick or every single leaf was gone

I rememter teing in a creek ted, a dry one, with btanks on either
side atout twelve feet high, and the hills went up steeply from
the top of the Ltsnks, the bottom of the creek bted wss htout
twemty feet wide. We had our horses jammed into the tank on one
gide, and the shells came whistling down the hillside almost
cutting the grass and tursting over the centre of the creek ted.
The ghrapnel and explosives flew into the Xsmxe2 btase of the tank
on the other side. 2hell after ghell, hour after hour, the din
dust and powder smell, waiting for that order, "horse holders
take over, fix bayonets, advance.® There was a dedd horse in
the middle of the dry creek ted, shell fire had got him and the
rider. A pair of spurs was lying on the saddle, I had lost my
spurs, so I picked that pair up and put them on, and if I am |
not mistaken I still have them, anyhow I had them till recently.
That wae one time the order to go into action did not come.

By dark the enemy pulled out and we were on the move again.

The strain of waiting to go into 2ction is very real. You are
lined up in & trench or tehind & bkank or some grotectidn. and
the enemy keeps droppinQf an odd shell on your position or tickles

it up with machine .un fire a2t odd times, letting you know what




lies in store when you leave your cover. The faces of the troops
look strained and white, there is nothing to do tut wait for the
time to drag Ly, and zero hour to approach. The enemy sre very
well entrenched and you have s flst field with no cover at all
away out in front ol you all the way up to their trenches. The
time cones aﬁd Jou go over on to this flat field with an odd
okylark flying up with his little song, you take up a line and
move lorward in short rushes, judging the enemny pressure. The
artillery tehind you starts firing and the shells drone along not
80 far above your head and bturst on the enemy trenches. %hen
you are an old soldier you get to know a lot atout war, you know
when a sniper had you picked by the sound the tullet makes, or
ahén you are in the traverse of a machine gun. Wwhen you start
in action the strain leaves, you are busy, you have things to do,
you are Irightened no longer, you do riot even think atout it;

tut the effect of the strain is still with you, it wears you out
physically till you only have enough strength to climk into the
saddle or lie down and press the rifle trigger. The gsecond

stage is the mental exhaustion, you cannot write a letter, you
can only do and think what you have been trained to do and do
from force of hatit. Nervous treakdown or what wag known as
shell shock followed this men#al exhaustion.

Ho wonder soldiers tecome fatalists. 1 was watching & trooper
leading his horse alomg, when a shell Lurst right on him, there
was a cloud of ktlack smoke which otliterated him and his horse,
in a minute he staggered out into vision, tut as the smoke cleared
the horse waes gone, a small piece of the saddle was found tut
that was all. The horse must have received the shell and disint-

egrated with it. A shell passed very close to me one day and
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vhe vacuum or the expansion of air, knocked me down. When

the enemy knew that & squadron had halted xmmwhexme somewhere

tehind & hill, they would drop a shell every hundred yards or

80, in the hope of landing one on an occupied area. The tugler's
horse was very intelligent. When the first shell landed he
would clear out én his own for three quarters of a2 mile and
atand there till he saw movement towards the horses, then come
tack ot 2 gallop, get picked up esnd fsll into line as usual.
It was quite wonderful how well he had worked out this little
safety menoceuvre, end how efficiently he cerried it out.

%e used to get a2 little fresh meat occessionally from the
few Arak stock the Turks left roaming the fields. An odd
tullock we bty chance might pass, would not miss the eye of the
cooks. It would take them very little time to kill, dress and
put that keast on a psck horse and cstch up with the squadron
again. Arabt sheep were more gplentiful and more often found their
way to the stewpot. I remember one occasion an Arat tried to
protect his sheep. The cook stuck a bayonet in him, not véry
deep == it could have teen less troukle if he hed pushed it in
further and pulled the trigger as well-- The Arabt toned down
and was quiet, the cook put foaf of hie kest sheep on pack horses
and went off. He killed two and tied the other two up at the
cook house to keep fresh for the next dsy. The Arab got to the
General Commanding the Division, showed his wound and lodged a
complaint. The General took a ride round all the squadrons to
gee for himself what was heppening. I rememter our Cificer
Commanding, denying he had ever seen any sheep and was quite

certain none of his men were involved, he forgot to mention that

he had greatly enjoyed mutton cutlets for kreakfast that morning. |
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The General was quite satisfied and headed for the next cemp.
He had no idea where our Cookhouse was, it was purely accidentad
that he happened to teke that way out. The Ceneral stopped, the

sheep saw the CGenersl, the General saw the sheep. WHe sent for

the ©¢.C., who, on teing confronted with the sheep, was very angry

and indignant, he instructed the Crderly fergeant to arrest the |

cook and tkring him to the Orderly Room. The General was sstisfied}
and went en atout his businegs. The cook appeared at the Orderly
Room gnd the 7.C., told him what & fool he wss to tie the sheep up
et the cook house where any demn wandering General could not help
geeing them, and further if you get any more for goodness sake

keep them out of sight. The cook apologised for the thoughtless
tlunder he hed mazde, snd promised on s future occasion to co-
operate fully on the 7.C.'s wishes. 8o s satisfsetory mutual

understsnding existed. The cook went teck to his work. and in

me thoge gheep were in a dixie,

AN

jesse then no ti

a

nd Ly dayllgnt we were

day end a. Nt Tide

round the back of a strong Turk position. %We had 2 hill to

capture and all day we slowly advenced across bareen gound. A
friend of mine was killed tegide me thet day. Leter in Auckland 4
Hospital hie sister came to see me and =sked for some particulars
associated with hig death. ¢che was a very pretty young girl, and.‘
after snewerdng “er q uestions, $eiting-kep-detpita-sssceisted

gshe troke down. 1 was not accustomed to girls, let alone girls in
tears. I felt so sorry for her I could have set down and cried
with her. Towards evening we took the hill and lying away to the
front were a numter of Tyrk trenches firmly held. An Australian

Brigadier formed his regiment into two lines and charged from

the rear of these trenches. These two great long lines of mounted



fustralians on their teautiful horses with their long flowing

tails, galloping in straight lines down across these trenches, was

a sight no one will ever see again, and for size and number of hors

-8 involved, no one had ever seen Lefore. They jumped the tren-
ches, and the riders shot down into them as they rode over. The
white flags shot up tehind them. 1In ten minutes the men in those
well placed trenches were all prisoners of war. It was a fine
plece of work, travely and dareingly carried out. We had taken
the hill and had a perfect view of the whole manoeuvre, no one
who saw it would ever forget it, on€ of The zxzx spectacular sights
of war.
Our Colonel was a good officer and soldier, we all had great faith |
in his akility, and all soldiers tske pride in serving under an
effi€@ient and capable officer. Our Colonel was strong on disipline
and expected every man in the regiment to have a great sense of
duty. All the years I wes there only once did any slackness ever
show in his regiment. Looking tack it was almost humourous, kut
at the time it was no joke. The guard on the camp and the horse
lines were playing two-up or cards found the feed dump. There it
was nice and warm, friendly and companionakle, and the time xaig
passed much quicker tha¥%n walking through the horse 1lines and
round the camp all night with a ehill wind Llowing. Spies

crept into the camp, removed three horses from the Head Quarters

lines, including that of the Colonel, took the Colonel's saéﬁel
map case, compass and binoculars, rode away on the stolen horses
and disappeared in the night. When the Colonel came out of his
bivy in the morning the first thing he migsed was his shoulder

equipment, and then his horse. All hell was let loose. He had ®

us out of that camp and miles away in half an hour. He had the
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Morse picket on the mat individually, and found out the full
story, tut he never got his horses or shoulder gear tack. All
gslackness in the regiment died on the spot. The 01d Boy was
a holy terror, tut he was extremehy capable en the march, or
plenning and carrying out g basttle and thés gave him the affect~-
ion and respect of all the troops. I might mention here, that
in the type of warfare we were involved in, how easy it is to
make a simple mistake. A certain Captain took his squadron in
too close under Turkish fire and was held up there, unaitle to
retreat or advance. He got a rider out with a message for
reinforcements, support wee sent in and I was sent as a signall-
er with the support force. I might mention that I hsd trained
my horse to lie down very quickly. ©On the way in the fire was
heavy and coming to a protected spot I jumped off and put my
horse down. We were covered by a small rise. The reinforcement
went in and the heavy firing died down. I got mounted then and
ran the gauntletin, the firing immediately started and I had the
i
whole lot concentrated on me. I got in O0.K. btut I did not like
it, and never ggain did I do that trick. I found out that the
test and safest place to ride in a charge is as near the front
a8 possitle, if your horse was inclined to bolt and run with the
leaders so much the Letter. We stayed in there till the even-
ing and then the regiment came in. By morning we had the Turks
surrounded and captared the post next next day.
With a feeling of sadness still with me, I mention the time that
1 was sttached to a troop on outpost. We left at treask of day
and rode out atout twelve miles. At midday I noticed my horse
was sick and his hair was all on end and he looked pathetic and

miseratle. He waes a very sgick snimal, he had foundered was the
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Vet's diagnosis. I do not know what happened to him other than
that he was sent back to btase. The poor old chap, my kest friend,
my companion through many trisls and dangers, my good omen and
mascot. THere I was left with a tiny little remount, geme as a
moﬁniain goat, tut far too small for my weilght and signal gear ete
that T had to carry. On the march the little horse did very well
tut in charges he tolted out into the cantre of the heavy firing
and tecoming exhszusted dropped down to s slow jog and kept me

out there, while all the other horses galloped past. I was

alwayé first into the thick of the firing end last out of it.

I essure you that this Lacsue quite a mental strasin, tut for 1
the moment I could see no way out of it. We were driven teyond
our.endurance. If we stopped for ten minutes we fell agleep.

I we got the chance we toiled = pint of water and put a2 handful

of tes in it and drank the kax tlack mixture without suger or

mxlk- You CoULd -1 i 20 Lot y K& a cinp 0 gy
i ¥ 3
1 was com ng (9] 4 BNng o y daye o 5 Ve Gerv B, e Nrke

Were attacking on the flank with a division. oOur regiment wae
ordered in to hold this attack up. We had to charge across the
open end of three or four valleye, under heavy machine gun fire,.
My poor little horse was true to form on each charge, he gallop-
ed out to the centre where the machine gun fire was the heaviest
and then dropped to a jog and trought me out of the fire last.

It was very exssperating and very frustrating, snd added greatly
to the strazin of the action we were working into. A8 we crossed

the first valley a most peculiar incident happened to me -=

the galloping horses put to flight & small tird, probabéy a
lark, it rose close to my horse, and as it did it chirped or

whigstled, a perfect V. E. in morse code. V.E. was used at the \J
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end of every message. It was the akttreviation for 'very end’,
I read the signal perfectly, my hair rose on end. 8o this was
the tattle I had keen waiting for, bty sunset my fate would te
decided. This kird call V.E. was too distinet, far too cleat
to bte ignored. It never left my mind and I have never for-
gotten it, I wae the only one in the group around me thet could
read the kird-emi* morse code. If it was not quite accidental
I was the one the message was sent to. I am not s teliever in
the super-natural. Put it another way, say I keep & very open
mind on the sukject, for I know strange unexplsined phenomena
do occur. I have never heard a bird since mske & call anything
like the morse code for V.E. However whether it was & super-
natural messsge or purely accidental, I resd it ass a message
for me. To a grest extent we had grown into fatalists in the
Army, we felt that when a kullet had our numkter on it we would
get it, whether we were down the line or up the front. An
aeroplane would straff us, & bomt would fsll our way, or a
gniper would hang us on the tead of his telescopic rifle. We
crossed all the valley openinge and pulled into s little shall~
ow hollow and handed over to the horse holders. The troops
disappeared over a very low rise snd we rushed up helio and
signal station. The tullets were rassing sbtout three feet
atove our heads in a steady drone, a noise like sn amplified
tee hive. The Turks had 2 mountain gun firing shrapnel, we had
no ertillery. Tne Tyrke put on the pressure and our men fell
back to the rise atout two chaine aktove our signal station. We
called for reinforcements umgently, end were told the Csmel
Corp was on its way, btut it never came. Our men decided that

ten to one was too kig an odds to fight and decided to Euxx

|
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pull out and take up another poeition. They celled cut for the
horee holders to make resdy, the horses were only three chains
away teing held in a thight compact group. 1T slipped down and
got a dedd troopers horse, as my little remount could néver
carry'me out. The Colonel came zlong the line saying "There is
no retreat from this ridge we stay here. If we are over run,
this division of Turks will get tehind Wellington and Cantertury
and they will be otlitersted." The Colonel wes walking up and
down, cold #s a frosty night. The tullets were droning within
six inches of hig head, round which he had o great white bandage
showing e red etain, end no hat. He called everyone into the
firing line, tie the horses together and the horse holders come
in, signallere, officers, batmen and all get ysur rifles snd get
in. It wae all open tsre country, cne hundred yards on our left
the sand hills started bordering the Mediterranean. It wse a
lovely day, not too hot and perfect soft sunshine. The ground
was covered with short gress, pretty little dandyl ion flowers
were scattered along the field. The doctor and the Padre
seemed to te the only two not in the firing lire. Walking
wounded were straggling out of the line and stretcher Lesrers
were kringing dut others. I gratbted my rifle and spsre bafdolier
end went in, T had only a chain to go. We had such a thin line,
atout six feet btetween each men. 1 took a quick survey of the
gituation, there were three close lines of Turks advsncing on us
and in the resr there seemed to te endless resgerves. 1 flopped
down on the grass and got to work. During the whole three years
I was on active service I never knew if I had ever hit an enemy
till this day, twice I saw my target doutle up in front of me.

They were so close that T hzd some sort of chance of seeing the
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effect of some of my shots. Uaually you fire st shruks, trench-
es or patches of stones, where fire is coming from. The enemy
keep too well covered for you to have the opportunity of shoot-
ing directly at & man. O©f course there gre exceptions also.

We were getting very short of ammunition, a2ll our mechine gung
had heated sn? jsmmed. During the four or five houre they had
put through large quantities of ammunition. W¥e fixed bayonets
and e¢arried on, waiting for the final Turkish cherge. I kept
six cartridges in my magazine, 2 few kbullets are a grest help
to a tayonet in a rough and tumtle. We had machine gun telts
passed along and were pulling the tullets out and firing one

bty one. I saw a Turk leave his plece and run fifty yards to
théeeft. It was otvious what he wss up to, a little sand mound
with some graeess on top would enstle a sniper to infiltrate our
line. I waited and watched for him, his head came up through
the grass and he took a quick look, then his rifle came up and
he came higher. I already had s tead on the shot and I let him
have it. He came forward as he fell, I kept watching for a whilk,
every few minutes, tut he never moved. In the excitement and
pressure of the tattle I neglected to keep watching the sand
mound. The Tyrks were not more than two cheins in front of us,
three lines of them, ue'cauld gsee the buttone on their uniforms.
The drone of tullets either hitting the ground in front or
flying over head never cessed. We rose on our knees, took
quick aim and flopped down to relosd. I had forgotten to watch
the sand mound. I was on my knees just in the act of pressing
the trigger, I do not know if I pressed it or not, I got a
shattering tlow in the right eltow, it jarred me tack six inches

then I got snother tlow in the left upper arm. The tullet went
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round the main artery, round the ktone and out. If it had cut
the artery I would have tled to death, there wae no one to hplp,
all were fighting for their lives. If I had missed the shatter-
ing tlow in the right eltow, I would not have keen knocked the
gix inches that caused the second btullet to pass through mg left
upper arm, instéad of under the armpit where the sniper intended
it to go. It wae fired from the little sand mound on our left
where I had shot a sniper twenty minutes btefore and through the
pressure of the battle I had overlooked watching. I heard at
a later date that the second sniper was not over looked and
died on the ssnd mound also. The regimental doctor and the
padre were gitting down in a hamwm hollow fifty yards from the
dressings
firing line. Twe doctor had no equipment for applylnghfo
wounds, as it had sll teen used. I do not consider that that
excused them from saying a few words of comfort as they walked
with the walking wounded for a few hundred yards on their jour-
ney out, or giving the stretcher bkesrers a helping hand as they
80 very, very Lkravely toiled that afterncon. As I staggered
away from the line, felling every minute, the doctor and the
padre were the only two men sitting down and not helping stret-
cher tearers or wounded. It is on occesions like this that the
real manhood, if it is in 2a man, shows. My elkow was complete-
ly tlown out, the shattered btones were protruding, I was kadly
shocked and kept falling down with my elbow Langing in the dust
and dirt. The divisional dressing station was half a mile away
down & long grassy slope. I made towards it and after a while
I could stagger slong without falling. Hali way down I came
under shrapnel fire from the mountain gun, three or four kturst

and the shrapnel tore up the grass in cireles round me. Fete
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heg a say in ones life. How those shrapnel bullets missed me

I will never know, the way the grass was forn up in circles
around me, T would say I had one chance in a million of stsgger~
ing on and not teing hit. There were desd and wounded there,
they had been walking out like T was Lut ig:g not have thejone
chance. I arrived at the field dressing station, somekody came
along and put a field dressing om my wounds and put my arm in

a sling. I was shot through toth arms and had no hand for
gervice. Somekody came with a cup of soup and held it to my
1ips so thet I could drink it. ©Oh! the flavour and taste of
that soup, it stands out slone sll these yesrs. ESomeone laid me
on a stretcher and put a rug over me. I heard afterwards that
the Turks did not charge, they stayed where they were &kout
thirty to fifty yarde away. Wae it the sun shining on our
tayonets thet stopped them closing, or wes it the fect that we
gteyed in line where we were, and this influenced their decision
gzainet coming to close quarters. If they had rushed at the
last we did not have & hope, I sleo heard that the Turke left
more dead on the field than we put men into the firing line.

At dark 1 was moved@, T lsy on the floor of a "press the pedsl”
Tin Liz van, with five others sharing the floor with me, We
travelled all night across country, rough ground, smooth ground,
plowed fields, down hilles snd along sloping valleys. I wes semi
conscious, the jolts, lurching kesngs and bumps gave us the
torments of the devil; the two beside me died that night and
escaped further torture. T think I was twentyfour hours trave
elling in that van before resching rail head and & field hospit-
al. Ye were there for a dsy and 8 half or two days and 1 was

glad to move on. An English Zister with a commission was in
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charge. The English orderlies were very good and would have
done anything for us; tut xkz were frightened of doing anything
on their own without getting orders from this Sister. While
there I was taken into a marquee theatre, a rougb tatle, two
Doctors, some orderlies assistants, and stretchers 21l over the
floor. ©Some one asked if they would put me out and one doctor
said he would have s look first. He cut some kandage and sz id,
"Whack him out”. T woke up tack in a2 marquee ward. The

snse sthedie had keen easy -- some one said take a long Lreéth,

I took it and knew no more. I remember little of the journey
from rail head to the Canal. The treatmeht was improving, we
were tsken across the Csnal in smbulesnces and put into an
Egyptian hospitel trasin. ¥e were shocked, we hasd not seen a
white sheet for years and here we were asll dirty and unwashed,
#ith hair metted and thick with lice, unshaved, teing put into‘
teds with white sheets and pillows. iverything seemed so clean,
To us the cleanliness and kesuty of that long railway carriage,
with its lovely white Leds, was overpowering. It seemed a sort
of sacriledge to put our unwashed kodies, and dirty matted hair
in those teautiful sheets and on those lovely pillows. I do not
itnow how many bteds there were, btut it was a very large carriasge
and there seemed to bte a gteat numkter. 1In charge was a middle
aged to elderly angel dressed in white, and I think she wore 2l
Sister's ledal. We had not eeén any one like this lady in years.
che went up and down the @arrisge asking to te allowed to do
gsomething for some of us. "Surely sore of you would like some-
thing done, a cup of tea, a drink of cold water, anything.” 8he
had tears running down her cheeks, she was eo full of sympathy

end so desirous of helping this carriage full of dirty lice
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infested wounded koys. I think I was still wearing my klood soak-
ed trousers and cotton shirt with the sleeves torn off at the
shoudders. For so long I had relied on myself to get what I
wanted, or if I could not get it, then go without. Time had
trained me, and others the same, to be an independant individual,
relying entirely on myself for my personal requirements or comfort.
These lads did not think stout wanting any attentions, they would
all te like I was, in a very low physical state. 1 was gemi-
delirious, my one arm was in a territle state, it was so swollen
that the woundbn the elbow would te twelve incheg across. 1

never knew the carrisge sister's name, but all my life I have had

most grateful memories of her,for her otvious sympathy and great
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een unconscibus most ol the time, ] do not rememter

T must have

teing removed from the train s or trensferred to hospital. 1T

came round on a stretcher, on the inside of a great tuilding.

There was a lawn and some trees, with a great stone, three

storey tuidding all around it. The wxxx wards or rooms opened on

the insidgjon to the lawn. There were many stretchers and

orderlies wbrking hard, carrying the wounded in to wards and putt-

ing the lads into teds. My turn came and I was in a ked, in the
ARTAUR

next ted was a companion of mine from the Regiment., He must

have journeyed down to hospital in the same draught of wounded.

I do not know what time we got into bed, whether it was day or

night, wowever some hours later I came round, desperstely

requiring relief, there was no one in the ward, no orderlies or

nurses, my companion, I will refer to him after this as Arthur,

when appealed to for advice, suggested I used the lawn. T was

close to the main door and with an effort got to the lawn, sank
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on my knees and got relief. Now the troutle started, I did not
know where I had come from or how to get tack. I could not have
moved more that a few feet, tut I was lost snd btewildered, I sank
down on the concrete path. 1 remembier feeling bLitterly cold and
went out. Sometime lster I woke up with people Lending over me,
nurses and orderlies, they were trying to find out where I came
from and what I wae doing there. The only help they got from me
wae my name. At lget they picked me up and put me in a ted in
another ward, btut I must have kteen shifted mgsin Lecause I ended
up elongside Arthur agein. ILater I wes taken for X-rays, the Lig
machine swung over me, it sparked, crackled and tanged, I seemed
to ke frightened of it and was in a collapsed state by the time I
was put kack to ted. 1 think about the next day 1 was taken to
the operating theatre. I was told to take a deep ktreath, my
treath caught and would not come in, I tried to kreathe, tut coudd
not, 1 choked and died of suffication. However that was the exper
-ience, for 1 never remember getting my kreath and the memory

was very unpleasant. Like most patients T woke up btack in bted.
the surgeon came to see me the next day and told me what he had
done and the amount of use I would get from my arm. He had a
nice kindly personality, and I was very grateful to him for taking
the troutle of visiting me. He must have thought I was very low
for he put me on special diet and care. I wae given chicken
goup and other like rations, trought in on a tray with s gmall
tottle of stout at mid-day. A 8cottish Infantry eoldier from a
Scottish Regiment was very good to me, while he was in hospital
protakly for a month, he fed me all ﬁy meals, as I was shot through
toth arms and could do nothing for myself. As I could not drink

the stout btecause I was too weak , T had difficulty in getting him
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to take the stout himself. It was only when he realised T was
too weak to drink it, and was sending it Lack on the tray, that

he zccepted it, and had it every day for the month he wasg there.
Poor chap, he went tack to his regiment and was later killed in
action. He was a nice toy and was very good to me. For skout

two weeks the agony of the dressing for my arms was bteyond teldef.
The great raw wound was as tig sad as%large sg—=m-dinner plate.
They geve me a glass of trandy, orderlies held my arm, it took
four pieces ol ygsuze to cover the wound. The nurse would hold

the gauze half an inch atove the wound and drop it on, I could

not help screaming out with the pain, as the nerves were shattered
and exposed all over the wound. Zvery finger on my hand in rapid
succession would te pulled over kackwards snd troken, four times
this happened kefore they got one layer on, the next layer was

not so tad. Once a day this dressing took place, in the evening
they put extrs cotton wool on gnd tandage, btut by morning the
discharge would te through again. I suffered so much myself a=nd
I saw others go through such suffering in this great military
hospital, that it left an iupression on my mind that time had never
dimmed. "When the dressing team were two Leds away I have seen
teads of perspiration stahd out on a patient's face, when the ﬁeam
was one ted awsy they start appealing to te left in peack, appeal-
ing most dramatically, convincingly, and sincerely. The teasms
took no notice, they looked as if they were stone deaf and hed no
more feelings than a tank. They finished and moved round to the
next patient's ked, one great six foot Egyptian orderly would

move to each side of the ted, slide their hands under the patient,
and up in the air he would go as if on a hydraulic 1ift, nurse or

orderly would do his tack and down he would come. Dressing done
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and the team moves on, repeating the same performance. You got
what was prescrited whether you wanted it or not. In the two
weeks the appesls for mercy would stop, in threé weeks they would
take it 21l with a smile and in a month the patient would te well
on the way to recovery. I was in thie hospital atout six weeks
or two months, and all the time T was there I never saw s visitor
come into the ward. At the foot oqbur teds hung s notice saying
which church we Lelonged to. Arthur and T had a notice with

C. of E. on it, & Church of Bngland Hinister stopped Ly our Lbeds
one day and asked if he could do anything for us, we btoth asked
him to write to our people, as neither of us could write. He
asked us 1i and where we had teen confirmed, and as both of us
aduitted that we had never been confirmed, he just walked away,
without taking our address or writing. He btelonged to the
Brithsh Army and he left a feeling'that one would have teen Lett-
er without . Ve had the opportunity of asking a minister of
gsome other church, protatly a Prestyterian, one day, we told him
the C. of E. ignored us on account ofjgot teing confirmed, and
would he te good enough to write a short note to our people?

He said he would ke happy to do so and he did, we were Loth very
grateful snd T am sure our people would Le also, though they did
not know the story. I never slept the whole time I was in that
27th General Hospital at Zeetown, Csiro, I did not want to sleep,
for twentyfour hours a day I lay awake, quite happily, and just‘
rested. 1In our ward we had & little Welsh V.A.D. night nurse,
when not btusy, she wsed to sit on & stool by my ted and we would
talk softly for hours during the night. I would tell her of life
in the outktack of New Zealand, and I will admit that some of the

stories I told had a slight leaning towards exaggeration.
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I hope 1 helped to pass the night for her, she greatly helped to

pass the time for me. It is so long ago, that 1 just rememter
her ag a very nice pleasant companion. ¢Che wrote to me once
after the war was over, enquiring of my wounds and general health,
I replied that T wass still in hospital with one open wound, tut
wass making good progress, and never wrote again. ¥cw I do not

even remember her name, oniy—thot—ghe—wgg—go—im n. One

day an Crderly Sergeant came to me and asked if I would like to

te sent to England or btack to New 7Zealand. WHere I made s mistake
in my decision, I thought I would te out of hospital in a month
or so, and then te sent tack to the regiment as so many other
gsoldiers. In that case I wanted to go back to Wew Zealand to

gee my people. If I hed realised that T would never agasin pass
medically it for the army, I would certainly have said "England”.
However I had said Few Zealand and so it wsee, Ly the next troop
ship returning. A dozen or fifteen of us were cot ceses in the
ship's hospital, and the rest of the ship wes filled with walking
wounded, koth Hew Zealanders and Austrslisns. With others I

went to the ship in a hospital train, and the only part of that
journey that I remember wes Lkeing put abosrd the ship. There was
a platform or huge tray on the wharf, my stretcher was put on
that and the corner ropes from the tray hooked on to the great
sxmmx cargo hook hanging in the air atove. A signal given and the
rattle of the steam winch as I was hoisted away up to the mast
nead, swung over the ship and lowered down on to the deck without
the slightest jar or vitration. It was a tit uncanny, tut very
gently done. The ship sailed that night, and I stayed awake all
night as usual. The secenqgight at sea I fell asleep akout 3 a.m.

and slept for about three hours. The next day I elept in the
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afternoon, and after that, all the way to New Zealand I was :
never awake for more than four hours in the twenty four. TLooking

pack, we must have been a very sick lot of boys in that hospital.

rne lad asked for his kitbtsg, which wad docated in the store and

prought to him. He seemed quite alright and in his normsl state
of mind, however he opened his Lag and gave away all his souven-
jers, and insisted on different ones taking them. ¥hen sll was
doné he asked the orderly to dump his tag over the side. The
orderly took his bag, collected all the gifte and returned the
Lag to the store. The lad knew nothéng atout the kit tag or
anything in connection with it. When we explained later to him
what he had teen doing he would not telieve it. The explanation
was that he was a little delérious that day. The following
experience happendd to me -- in this case I remembered every
detail. T woke up in the night time and called the orderly, 1
wae firmly under the impression that I was to ke trangferred to
an Indian Hospital Ship and have my arm amputated, that we were
meeting the hospitel ship in half an hour, and the orderly had
not got my kit btag gor myself ready for the transfer bty tost.

1 spoke to him in soldiers' language and said there would Le one
hell of 8 row if this ship hed to Bang abtout while he got me
ready. He pacificied me bty saying he would gee to it at once,
and left spparently to get my things. 1 do not know how long I
was left, but the next thing I knew was the doctor and a couple
of nurses ty my bed, taking the bandage off my arm. ; kept
telling them I wes to bte transferred to an Indian hosp%tal ship,
but 1 could not impress them with the urgency. They képtf?%ay«
ing round with tasins and my arm, and :emember them saiing; :

"Here it is". They retendaged my arm, and I knew no nore till

3
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I'woke in the morning. Eo convincing had teen the delirious
dream that it was many days tefore I satisfied myself that there
was no foundation for the delusion. I :::: very little of the
l1ife on the ship, every morning after kreskfast I walked along
the deck and tack, had my arm dressed, and went to sleep. Except
for meals I slept the rest of the twentyfour hours. Somewhere

in the Indian Ocean, not very far awsy on the port side, a kig
gteamer put up & series of distress signals. The Captain at

once altered course away from her, got the engines worked up to
max imum gpeed sad that vi&rated the ghip all night, at daylight
next day he eased the pace again. We called at Melkourne and

put the Australisns ashore, where I still have very clear memor-
ies of the generosity and kindness of the members of the Austral-
fan Red Cross. We had never expected or had we ever experienced
such hospitality and generosgity. As we got to Mew Zesland my
gtrength was returning and I was akle to walk abtout for some
twenty minutes without feeling desperste. 1 remember little or
nothing akout our arrival in Wellington, except waking in the

morning and finding our ship anchored in the stresm. Seeamset—

Teaning on the sihips rail i1 gazed on Wellington, 2nd decided, this.

place was to small for the (aplital gity, so erossed the ship, and 1ookec

on sn almost uninhabited area of hills. Recrossing the ss: the sHdp

and looklng again at Wellingtom, i can well remember my surprise at
the miniature citgﬁhat in my absence had grown, in my 1magipationjto

the size of Cairo, or Alexandria.
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