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GALLIPOLI-RETROSPECT . 
71 ~~ lk-1.e. 

l1t. '~"~ Pu-t!. w A 
' ~ ' 

In the year 1974 it seems incredible to. state that wh·en 1 · land. on 
Gallipoli I had never seen a dead human being . Remember it was the· 

horse & buggy era . Road deaths were unheard of· & I be-lieve it would 

be safe to "state that most of the young men had never seen a dead 

human body. 

I was in the N. Z. E . F & our ten troopships joined the Aussiets 

at Albany & we a11 steamed away in convoy under the protection of the 

Sydney~the Ibuki • late in 1914 . When we saw the Sydney steam awa;y at 

full steam & our tra:asports starting zigza.ging & wal tz,ing we realised 

something was happening . Then when our wireless told us the Emden had 

been beached on. one of the Coco ' s & Captain & crew surrended to the 

Sydney we cheered & thought we had aJ.ready won the war. 

When we called at Colombo we saw the Sydney with her splintered 

boats evidence of the scars 0£ battle . Thirty German sailors were 

transferred to our troopship & their Hatba.nds & canteen coins became 

treasured souvenirs . 

We steamed through the Suez Canal & disembarked at Alexandria. 

to entrain £or Cairo & eventual.ly Zeiton. It was our first experience 

of the East . We were thrilled to see the Music Halls with their 

night lights . Everything was a great adventure , but we soon realised 

we were on no picnic . There was a war on & we had to train & train 

hard we did . Twenty mile route marches into the desert . Water bottles 

inspected on return to see we ~mi:i:m• obeyed orders to keep a pebble 

in our mouths to conserve water . A("night we had long marches taking 

our directio~ fr~ the stars . During rests we had to lay on our backs 

to study the stars . Earl.y in January 1915 we entrained for the Suez 

CenaJ. & we occupied trenches near Number 3Signal Station HK~xHJUlnt:x 

to Defend Egypt from a Turkish Attack . The Turks transported 8a.n.oes 

in sections & assembled them near the C-nal . Tney were al.lowed to 

launch them but were then soon peppered with s~hrapnel & sunk . 

ill we had to withstand was rifle & machinegun ' fire . We had no 

casua.lities but we still thought it was war . A little interlude here 

will give you some idea of the fine officers we had . As you realise we 
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were serving under British Military Law & one a~x%lUlxlaw inforced 
when we were in cam:p was"We must not shave our upperlip" Most of' us 
were under twenty & it was quite a joke with some of us with remarks 
such as "Bum£luff" Seven a side" etc so as soon as we ,.·"'occupied our 
trenches our officer shouted as he waved his razor "Come on boys 
we're on Active Service~ It didn't take long for us all to be clean - ~ 

shaven. Leiutena.nt Hugo was a fine man he was killed during the landing. 
During our duty on the Canal we combined with a Indian Regiment & 

when we left to return to Zeiton. their Commanding Officer a British 
regular Major Barret addressed us saying it was really a pleasure the 
way we mixed with his boys & as there was a likelihood we would be 
moving to another theatre of war he hoped we would meet again. We did 
at Cape Belles & during Sulva Becy but more anon. 
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As on of the or .inary soJ.diers .. fought in this campa.igri 

I could never understand~ilitary strategy to con~rate such , ~c 
ii 

power to jus-t b:t--ea.k the t}erman l.ine & -then allow them to 

consolidate . Certain1y th h av~l casuF..li ties did not warrant such 

sacrafioe . 

We trained for months to prepare for xhe Battle of essines . 

Ariel photographs of our objectives had been taken & complet 

repJ.icas of the fortifications had been constructed b~hind our 

lines . Our particu1a.r objective was" J.uernolin" & w captured it 

over & over again . 

Every night we formed fatigue parties to go up to tne 

front 1.ine to continue the tunnelJ.ine to "blow up Messines . 

It has been stated that never had there been such a 

C'ICR%:ra:ti:uaxxcon4~reation of artillery a.a for the rla.ttle of 

leesines & I can quite be~ieve it 
lii,, .. ef,. 

for a.a we moved up through the 

l.ines to our hopping-off11 we passed rows of gu.ne wheel. to wheel. 

The night air was clouded from the explosive & some new 

chum officer mistook it for gas & we were ordered to wear our 

masks . Ther was so much stumbling & contusion that we soon 
removed Js:y(\. \ 

The signal. :for our dawn advance we.a the exp1osion 0£ the 

mines under Messinee & a terrific bar~age . As we advanced 

we saw great :fissures in the earth caused by the mining & 

groups 0£ stupixied Gerrna..ns ~er~urrending . We obtain dour 

objective without much opposition & soon got busy building our 

etrongpoint . Then the German fire sta.rted . Thoy b1ew our 

stronepoint to bits xc pt for one wing where I was among t h e 

1.uoky oneSwho survived . 

In the afternoon the Aussies J.eapfroged over us & 

advanced a further thousand yards . They suffered heavy casua.lities 

We cou1a hear moaning from e. she11ho1e in front of us & 

during a lu]_l w crawl.ad out & with the aid 0£ e. groundsheet 

we dra.ged him in . He was an Aussie with a co1our patch of 

two blues shaped oval. like a footbe.11 . We signe.J.J. d for s .Ba . 
& got him evacuated. He was badl.y wounded . 

Late a.fte:rnoon a heavy German be.r:r·aee got on to our 

stron oint a.gain & we ord red to drop back to the ye1J.ow 

defence 1ine . Just at dusk we were o:rd r d to J.in the trench w±th 

£ixed bayonets & have our Milla .Bombs ready f'or the Huna wer 

counter a:tta.oking. How _the thin line o:f A asies held out. was 

something we will always remember.W¥did hear they ran aJ.ong th 

trench firing to confuse th /"5.una~t~ink:i a the +in.e "'8-S strongly 
'' C!Ovc.<ttztf: 

held . Ao it was o. British regiment on our J.ef't did retire but 

were soon o_ ered back . n~h highlight of our exp ~rience at 
t.J1v/~ 

was we ca.ptur d a Germai1. Ms.i1 beg that had not been 
0 

l'>enea. 

ssi ea 
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O.t .E OF MY PLEASANT lll-10RIE~ DURING ·.Y YEARS OF SERVICE r FRAl,<.!E 

WAS WHE -i WE WERE BILLETED I THE D~LIGHTlf'ULL VILLAG~ 0:E S.tsLLES 

DUJ:UNG A REST PERIOD DOWl" ~AR THE COAST . I'.!: ~VAS A PAH.T OF FRAl'Cl:!J 

STILL UNSCATHED BY WA . T.l: FORESTS & PLANTS .i:!i JOY.b;D 'l:1-lliIR ~:AruIRAL 

GROWTI • THE XUDiH C TEAUS STILL STOOD :P ... {OUD O THEI 1'1YSTERI0US 

& ANCig.(T GLORY . ~VACUATED ... OW & WHAT A J. IG ir W "' W.8 ISCOVERBD 

A SECHET CELLAR FULLY STOCKED WITH ELLOR ¥I TAGE1FORGET ALL T S 

WE WERE AT WAR & B SIDES OUR )AILY SWIMS W:W STILL H..I\D TO TRAIN & 

IT WAS DURI G THIS PERI OD WI STON CHURCdILL CAMB OVER TO Il SPECT 

US . QUITE A SIGHT REALLY?A SMALL MAii MOUNTED ON A BIG DRAUGHTBUILT 

HORSE . 
~HBN ACTIOl , PARADli1 II BATTLE OB.Dl!;R & THE A FORC.clD MARCH TO 

Tl BATTLEFRONT :PASSEND.ALE . 

LATRI.r .d WIREL ~S TOLD US THAT T (h,lW1ALS J.IAD CONSBCruiAT !ID 

LA:RG.E .tORCES & WAS A.BOUT TO ATTACK & WE W.ERE TO ""0 JSTALL HIM. 

IT i:.euru ED OUT TO E '.NIB TRUTH & I WILL {EVER FORGE'l' THE 

HOP:PL. G 0:B'.c' • WE W.L}R.Js D.EP LOYED I J 8 "LL OLES • ORW ARD OF T E 

~":. 0 T LI.dJc} . IT WAS FOG ' Y Wllli AS ,...E WERE LYI. G I1' 1.r :. S 2IELLHOLE 

WO G~.ffi,W-f O~"'JlICHRS APl:'.dARED &; WE P' L. :L'I G OUT THEIR OPERAT!O S 

FOR ATTAC!C . WE HELD OUR .BllBATH & THANK GOOP till 'S ~HEY DID.N ' T SEE lJS 

.l?Oii wr i.IN f'IFT .&. .fvLlJ. UTES OUR BARRAGE i'T LOOSE & SIG-IALED OUR 

ATTACK . WE C~.1.·i':l:AINLY CAUG. T THE HU ... fS BY SURPRISE & FROM WHAT ! 

'AlID THE ARTILLERY :b"Illli I 1FLICTED H AVY CASUALI~IEo FOR THEIR 

TRE H.!: - S WERE PACKED WI .E lliADY. 10 Ar..._ ACK US . AS .FOR OUR 

SECTIOJ: 1 WE ERE ~00.l-. TOO BUSY FO- A l·ACHI E ,UN HAD GOT 0/TO US 

OF OUR l ATEL> • W.s..,, o:POT -2.&D I'2: • SURROU DED IT & RUSHED 

l'l . ~ 1IHB. CO.dTil U.clD OUR ADV.AdCE TO CAPTURE A RIDGE WHF- :, A 

...... E • OuR 0JJJEU·£IV.W . Ttll.S PILJ.,BOX "!US..2 . VE BEEN 

A G "Rf-IAN llliADQUARTE " :.E' OR WE SAW A G i'RIJIAN O~ .r1IC}J}R THROW I A 

lliC.E IA.R.Y .BO lB • Wl-J..bL~ WE ARH.IVED T .. ' PI OX WAS FULL OF CHARRED 

..130DIES , WE LOST A LOT OF GOOD 1lEN I N TJ.IIS GAGMENT & ONCE AGAIN 

COULD r~OT U ~ "TA! D THE GEu · Us~Mlil?P TI '.r DID NOT FOLLOW UP 

A BREAK II T 1 Llt.; ,=p.ARTICULL_ w ... ;,J. T • EMY WAS DISO GANis .. :m . 

PE I.Al?S 'rl 'RE WA);; A - A~O.N . Ji'OR W.cl DID ~'OLLOW ON IN XPt 19 18 & 

WO 'l' IE 'AR • WHY WJJ.a COULD .c OT :iA\fE DONN IT .E~1 0RE I DO .OT HAVE 

THE 



YPRES 1917-A SEA OF MUD . 

I WILL NEVER FOiGET MARCHING TnROUGH ME.NI~ GATE ~o .ENTER YPRES . 

IT WAS HARD TO ..ElELIEVE TIIAX Yl?RES WAS 01..JCE A FLEASANT CITY FOR 

THE SCENE OF DESOLATION?OF SKELETON .BRICK WALLS & LARGE WA~ERFILLED 

CRATERS Whlqrl EXPjSED THE NERV.ES THAT ONCE D1STRIBUT~V THI~ SERVICES 
t(;?t~ eu aCf41J e aJl 

SURELY UPeSE:U-Tfili DISTRUCTIVE PO:W.ER OF EXPLOSIVE & THE FUTILITY 

0.ti' SUCH WAR. 

Si!ELLI G SOON DISTUB.:SED SUCH THOUGJ-lTS & WE WERE ORI)]) D TO TAKE 

COVBR ALONGSIDE A BRICK WALl,~ IMAGINE OUR THOUGHTS WHlilN W.E LOOKED 

U.? TO SEE THE WALL SWAYI G ABOVE US • IT DID NO'.r T.A.KE US LONG TO 

Srl1FT & THE TO FORM UP BEHI.ND A COLUM ... 11.I OF LIN.BERS & MULES ALONG 

A BATTERED PLANK ROAD TOW.A.RDS THE FROJ.{TLIRE . WE WKRE TO RELI.tiJVffi THE 

CANADilNS IN THE VICINITY OF l?OLOOON WOOD . DUCK.i30AHDS BRANCHED OF 

F.ROM THli PLANK ROAD SUPPORTING us AC.ROSU S01'"f MUD • we PASSED 
~ 

SOME CAl'fAD,Al..NS ON XHEIR WAY. OUT & WHEN WE ASKED Wl:IE~ T.f.fil TRENCHES 

WERE THEY LAUGHRU & REPLI.ED"YOU WILJ:, FIND NO T.R.E .. -..C lli~ li!!iRE 0 

SHELLHOLE FOlli\1ATICJ.N THEY CALL I~ . nT.dAT' S WHAT IT WAS ALRI.GHT illlllHJ 

TWO TO A SlmLl,HOLE OR HOLE rr ~HE GROU ID & AS THE AREA WA...~ BELOW 

SEA.LEVEL WE HAD ~O CO.NTI.NUOUSLY BAL.BOUT i'BE WATER. .Bi.JT FIRST 

TRAGEDY 01\l OUR ARRl VAL A SHELL KI.L~D OUR OFFICER & P.t:IE CAfJADAIN 

AS THEY WERE ARRA.NGIMG ~Hlll ~AKEOV~R. ALTHOU~H I HAD EXPERl~~CE 

SOME PRETTY TOUGH TIMES DURl.N.G l>'lY WAR .EXPEIUEr CES I ~LIEVE THE 

TEN DAYS IN T iI8 S~CTOR WE.rlE SIMFLY HEI,L. WE COU"l/ N '~e IJ.GHT FIRES 

BUT HAD TO THROW 1-"IRELESS COOKERS J.i'"'ROM SHELLHOLE TO ::3HttJI,LHOLE . 

SHELLI G WAS C0.1.iTll'iUOUS BUT li.4.LF OF THEM FAILED 1:0 EXl?LOJJE BECAUSE 

OF TB.E :r.'.UD WHICH W~ SPRAYED OVEU US . RATION PAR'.l:IlilS JlAILED TO 

RWACH US & WE HAD TO EXIST ON OOH IRON RATIONS. WE HAU A HARD 

JOB ~EPI llG OUR RIFLES & MACHI E GUNS CLEAN & IN WOl:1KIHG ORDER. 

WHEN A SHELL EXPLODED lN A SlillLLHOLE WE SAW DUCKBOAF )S & BODIES 

FLYING INTO THE AIR UT WE ALWAYS THOUGHT THAT I'r COULD.i.~OT 

HAPPEN TO U~ FOR YOU W..uHE Ml GHTY UNLUCKY Il!"' A ~HELL LANDED 

TWIOE IN fi HE SAME SPOT • QUITE OFTEi GERMAN Ai:i!liOPLANES :b"'LEW ABOVE 

& WE CAMO .. FLAGED OUR P0Sl~ION5 BY COVERING ~'1-IB Sl-IBLLHOLES WITH 

OUR MUD SMEARED GROUNDSHEETS . WHEN RETURNING TO surJ?ORTS A:E'TER 

BEING RELIEVED WE FOUND D'CJCKBOARDS HAD B~.niN liltl!IDX DIS':CH.OYED & 

WE HAD TO WADE 'fHROUGH SLUSHY MUD . I BELIEVE WHAT SUSTAIRED US 

DORI.NG- THIS ORDEAL WAS A ]'.AI.dLY LIJ3.l:!}RAL RUl,:i I3SUhl 1''ROM A JAR WE 

BALVAGJ!lD l/"'ROM A STO!i.bl ltE:POT . I CAl NOT L.l{AVE Y:PRES BEJi,OllE GIVING 

A FURTHER ~XJ?ERIENCE WHILST WORKING WITH T.b.E CANADAI.NS TU NELERS 

DURING THE DIAS 0Fx~~1917. i WILLna&A:VB tW.llS UNTIL I DI SCRIBE 

THE .EXCI~ING 1918 ~V.w.N'l:$ WHEN · WE HEL:FED TO HALT Tlill GER!•1AN 

ADVANCE THAT FORCE 'tlf.ELV1 TO RETREAT UNTIL l'HEY SURRE.i: DEID IN 

NOVEMBER. 
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