


















under fire in rescuing 10 wounded men was officially recognised 
by the French. Now tell me about that incident? 

Well, we were sent our car. The 2 of us went off. We were sent to 
a village of Courcelles I think it was. 

On the Somme? 

No. This was on the Vesle and the Germans were on one side and we 
were on the other and obviously they must have seen this vehicle 
coming down the deserted street. All the buildings in ruins. They 
must have seen this thing going down for some purpose or other 
and they started shelling. I stayed with the car while my co 
driver, well, he was actually, it was his responsibility. I was 
his assistant really. He went off to find the aid post which was 
in a cellar in the village and whilst he was away a shell came 
down a few feet from our ambulance. It brought a wall down 
fortunately which protected us in a way and we weren't hit but 
the ambulance had bits taken out of the roof. Then he came along 
with his 10 men. We packed them up and they were still shelling 
the place. Sometimes a shell would be dropped on the road in 
front of us and we should charge through and we eventually took 
them to a casualty clearing station. Now that is all I remember. 
I don't know how it was that we were picked out the 2 of us for a 
decoration. I don't think we felt we deserved it. It was part of 
our normal job. 

But there had been somebody there to see you doing your normal 
job? 

Well, the men who were in the ambulance must have said something. 

What decoration did you get? 

Just the Croix de Guerre which is a very common, it was the 
lowest level decoration one could get. 

When you came home when it was all over were you able to take up 
your job again with The Yorkshire Insurance Company? 

Yes. 

With no hint nor sign of the different nature of your war 
service? 

No, not a bit. 

Well, Mr Cooper it has been interesting talking to you and I am 
very grateful indeed for your interest in and support of my work. 
Thank you very much indeed. 

May I just tell you one thing which stands out in my memory. It 
was on the ambulance train. The train was full up. Every bunk was 
taken and there were stretchers lying on the floor and it was 
very difficult for an orderly to work without treading on 
somebody and I was walking down the ward in the darkness and I 
came across a young soldier. Probably a farm labourer. Certainly 
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from the country. He had been very badly wounded in the head 
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