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JI OREI\' ARD ========== 
Vhile committing these memoirs to paper ~eh ve 

enjoyed reliving some of the experiences,and hope any 
rearter m1y rind some interest in them. 

As .for -0ur 'Old Comrades', after over h 11· a century 
many have '~allen OUt',but to tnose that Ar • 111 ' ee in 
in Ste ',if,perh ps,not quite o sprightly as in t e 'Old 

·s' ,we rish a very sincere 'Gootl rJuck'. 
G. .J and R. •• • 
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AS IT A ~ ~D TO US,I9I4-I9IA, 
~==============By================-

G •• Jarvis,anct H.E.Friend,M •• 

----------------------
Chapter One 

====== 
It was tne morning ot· ,farcn I4tn, I9I5 wnen we , tne 2nd 

London Division,(afterwards renamed tne 47tn Division) steam­
ed into the docks at Soutnampton to await embarkation for 
trance,and embo8dment with the B.E.t. 

~ne day tnat we nad been training for since Aug I9I4, 

had at last arrived and everyone was keyed up and excited • 
In my case,as one of the medical stat'f,most of tne nay 

was spent tending to blistP.red t 'eet etc,as many 01· tne lads 
had loaded tnemeelves with very neavy packs,trying to take 

wnat comrorts they could into the unknown,and as ammunition 

had also been issued,adding considerably to the wei~ht,it had 
been quite a tiring march from Hatfield to tne entraining 
point at Harpenden, 

fnilet waiting in tne sneds at Soutnampton we were able 
during tne day,to send ot·r our last letters rrom this side, 
although not allowed to go outside the docks to post them, 
foun~ tnere were a number of Boy Scouts very willin~ to help. 

When dusk came,horses,limbers and men proceedeo to emba­

rk on the 'Empres~ueen',and by midnight we were neading out 
into the Solent,a very blacK ni~ht witn only tne flashes from 
a lignthouse visible. 

Tnere was little sleep for anyone that ni~nt with the 
tension so greAt,anrt tne space so smRll,and so,by dawn,found 

tnat we were ancnored in tne port of te Havre,witn tne weat­
her overcast,much tne same as in En~land,altnou~h I snould 
have known better I felt a sense oi rtisappointment,pernapo 

tne poem I had le ~rneo at scnool nad something to do witn it 
"'l'nrough thy cornt'ield "" green, nrt sunny vines,Oh ple ant 

land of f.l'rBnce",we were to le~rn,tne hard ay,tnat tne ortn 

of l"rance, in Maren at least, ,as not a bit like that, 
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However •ars don't stop for such things,and we were soon 

decanted on to tne quay,tormed up,and marcned tnrou~h Harfl u 
to climb that long,steep,hill,that so many soldiers were to 
moan about in tne next tew years. 

Tnei:,ccaaion was Atill early enou~h in the war to arouse 
some interest among the locals,and tne route was lined witn 
spectators including cnildren runnin" alon~side,wno made many 
requests tor souvenira,i,e,cap badges and buttons. 

I believe we were tne second Territorial Division to l· 
in trance,as a complete unit,tne 4otn Midland Division being 
tne firat,preceding us by a day or two • 

The transport section was the first to experience trouble 
wi tn tneir norses tending to edge over to tne leI't or· tne 
road,as I don't tnink anyone nad informed tnem of tne contin­
ental rules of the road. 

On reaching tne top of the hill,we were put into a bleaK 
tented camp for tne night,wnere we were packed pretty tignt 
but,perhaps we kept warmer that way,as,during tne niunt a 
very nard trost developed ann the morning ab•utions and snav­
ing in ice cold water waA not at all popular. 

However we were soon pArading and marcning o!f down tne 
hill to tne railhean in Havre town,wnere we were contronted 
with trucks plainly marked,eignt norsea or forty men (in ~re­
ncn of courae),to wnicn we were altoted, n~ AO sett 1led our­
selves in tne straw ror tne trip,11ttle knowing tnat tne · e 
trucks ,ould be our nome for tne next 48 hours. 

After a deal of 'Peep,peeping from the engine,and blow­
inn of norns by tne ~uard,we starten otf,only to stop every 
hundred yards or so,for no known rea on. 

~etting on tne way again,we aaw, · t interv~ls,~rench aol­
~iers guarding bringes etc,wno all looked old,and were wear­
ing tne oldr · snioned red trousers. We later learned tnat they 
were Territoriale whicn caused some confueion,as tne rrench 
people coul~'nt understand tnat we were also Territorials 
but of an AVeraF.e nge of about nineteen years. 

Continuing our Journey, , jogged along at a speed of 
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about 5 to IO miles per hour tnrou~n country much like our 
own,but during one or tn frequent stops we saw a group of 
Frencn soldiers sitting around a big dixie,so,taking a cnance 
on the train starting,! and one ·or two others paid them a vi­
ait,taking our meastins with us,to be very nospitably receiv­
ed and our messtina were filled,but what that coffee containe 
I will never know,all I can say is that I slept soundly for 
moat of the Journey,the lads generally occupied tnemselves 
playing cards,singing or writing,anct for exercise running 
alonP,aide the train. 

Eventually we reacned tne end of tne train Journey at 
Arcques,all having survived with tne exception or one horse 
tnat had passed out 'en route'. 

Owing to the lack of inrormation about tne departure 
1·rom England, ( tnere had been so many rumours one did 'nt Know 
what to believe)coneequently few had any money,althouen I 
·vaa lucky in having twopence in my pocket, ,hich at leaAt sec­
ured some bread from a ll'rench houseHit'e who was s~lling slic­
es,cut from a rounrt,flat loar,by tne roadside,and I look back 
now and wish I could enjoy a piece or bread as much as I did 
that one. 

~here were a few flakes of snow in the air as we m~rch~d 
to the village where we were to spend the ni nt,in barnA. 

On the m1rch again the next morning,tow rd the b ittle 
areas and to nnother mudwalled barn in Blendiquess but we 
were pleased to see that it containert some hay,altnou n the 
I'armer,un~erstanrtably,rtid not seem overjoyed to have crowd 
of torei n soldiers dumped on him,but nevertheless ve ot 
along quite well. 

During the niuht uun rlaehe ' were visible nnd so we re -
lizect we were not that far from the tine,whilst in this vill­
age those among us still possesing Rome money made their fir­
st acquaintnnce with citron,P.renadine, · nrt cnre au lait,the 
latter being nervert in small basin. 

e were soon on tne move again marcning to Lapugnoy a 
rew miles from tillers but we were to r~aliz that,despite 
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our ,revious six months marching experience,trencn stone sett 

roads was vastly ditferent thin~,and tne two marcnes rrom 

Arcques to Lapugnoy nan produced some very raw 1·eet, and bi tt 1 

remnrks rrom tne troops. 
At LipuP-noy,some I5 miles rrom tne battle areas,wnere we 

were to remain ror 3 to 4 weeks,! was billeted,witn tnree 

otners of tne medical staff,in a bare room or a cottage,near 
the railway,it was quite comfortable,and we took turns on 
duty at tne aid poet nearby. 

Tne Battalion was now located in tne training area of t hl 

tirst A.rmy,commanded by General Sir Douglas Haig,where new 
units were given intensive instruction in the techiques of 

trench warfare. 
That our future would be fully occupied with hard work 

and tne serious side of warfare,we had little doubt,but at 
leaat we would be here ror a few weeks,anrt not subJect to the 

constant movement and rumour tnat nad been our lot since tne 

turn or the year. 
No sooner had we settled in tnan orricere were otr visi t• 

ing sections of the trenches at ?estubert to gain first hand 

information and experience o~ trench warrare,meanwhile we 
were ke t occupied on digging trench systems on which could 

be practised tne various methods seen,including defences, r -
cting barbed wire entanglemento,and patrolling t ni~nt,etc. 

It was all hard work,but there was great enthusiasm to 
learn transmitted t~ us by all tne officers from tne c.O.(Col 
W.G.Simpson),his 2nd in command,( aJor Buxton Carr,monocled, 
and cneerrully accepting tne troops ~inging or the song, 'Tne 
Galloping jor)and the Company O.c.s( aJor Nadaud anct Capt­
ains Gill, ffilner and Parker)and AdJt,(captain Maude of tne 
5th orthumberland .Pusiliers). 

The re~ular R.S.M (Osborne)nad remained 1n ~ngland,oue 
to age,so R.s.u.Barratt took over tne role,but ne also was 

getting on, so A.I'ter a time in !'ranee ne was commissioned as 

Q.M.anrt that broup.ht R.S •• Norris into tne position,the Batt­
alion v,ae rortunate in havin"' sucn a 1·1n dieciplin rian an,. 
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numan type. 
So everyon was busy Rnd fit, nd tnrou~nout tnis training 

period the only incident otherwise worth rec r lling was naving 

to administer an anaesthetic Nhilst the .• O.ueed his kill and 

some rorce,in relieving Cpl,Corder's dislocated knee, ama,ed 

whilst boxing. 
At this stage of tne war, any of tne arrangements ror the 

welfare of the troops in provirting comrort,ny iene nd feeding 

were in dire neect of organisation but,due either to shortage 

of troops or knownow on the best ways or meeting tne needs 

much diacomrort had to be accepted • 
Occasionally baths woulrt be arranged that were rimitive 

in the extreme,ehallow vats at the local brewery wer placed 

in the op n (cturin.c1 March and April ),rilled vith aat water 

to a rtepth of 3 inches,and when it was consictered that each 

man had had time to soap himselr,other troops ~e!e det iled 

to throw pailruls ot cold water over tho e bathinf,bE ~hing 

after this experience was not reaarded as t necessity . 

It was also in Lapugnay tnat a frienrl and I,wal~i out 

after rtuty,esoied a ~rench youth belabouring a dog,hirnesoed 

to a small but heavy cart,it 0 0 incensed us,tnat , despite tne 

langu e difficulty,we nevertneless got th • message across 

that tne action was cruel and it was not long betore he was 

eeeki • u refuge in the neare t estaminet,with, I am sure,his 

dislike t'or tne Germans takin.c1 eeconl1 place,tor a time at lea­

st. 
About tnis ti e T WR ~ e1etAiler1 to ao,~s >rnerly, ,itn tne 

. . o. (Capt ,in Giblin) into l>ethune,,md wnil t tn .. re tn rier­

mans t · rted to snel 1 tne 1 rn, our tir •t c nt · et ,1 tn nnell 
fire, o we , · 

tnQ r was 
e gr~~ually arlriin~ to our 

11 a , out. 
X'P riences ot vn t 

To · rn · tnQ en~ o~ tnP. tr iri "n rioo re in o cted 
by th"" Ist rmy Comm nrter,Gener$il Sir nou~l s 'laig , hut rte it, 

the ract that ~en rt be etanrli on p r e tor tour nours 

in a r all,ni. int1re tin tne Batt · lion eced very u er, 
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fici l,it Bfl!!ID tn t tne me ritorialA hArt a lot •o dot cor-

'po~er, tnat be' or tneir potential wortn. vine tn 
It s 1 t r le~rnert th t rturinu our traininP periort · t 

T ,pugnoy tne ~ivision hart bP.en neld in reRdine~s ror u e as 

necessary,to sup ort tne itt ck tnr t nad been raring t euve 

Chapelle ,rortunately it nact not b en cal1ed uoon,ror hart ve 

b en rushert into action,lacKinu any ctual trench experience 

ones ch·nc s or Aurviv 1 would hnve been small. 
Our et y at T pugnoy laste~ until the I4th of Ap.,til,when 

orffers ca1e ~or ue to tak our plac in tne Line,so,lo ding 

the lteee c rt 1th all the mertical ge~r, e oroceedert via 

~ssar nd the •ue de ois to the e~tubert front. 
e hali only one a t' miles ·~nen we began to Jass rougn 

woodll!n er sses on either in• 01· tn road, · j tn inscri )tio"' s 

such as 'five Germ n soldiers', 'tnre ritish solniers' ,tc, 

ultimatly cominu to tne vill~ ~ ot Richebourg St Vast wn~re 

the eiP,n or var were very real as tne cnurcn wa n ctly Y oc­

kert · ,out, corri n ex o et1, 'lnff I reme11ber se in" t wn 1 or 

a r rn c rt n ,~ in in a tree,tne result 01 snwll ur t, 

11 ~t artillery 1n, itert 1 the nert"erow~ were eroMic lly 

firinu nt1 so tn reality of war was rartuAlly t ki . the 

place of conject1r~ anrt wonderment. 
I remember r~marking to the eh · mnrcninp next to me tn 

T 1onrteret1 ir I had rtone riaht to come on thi tri • . 
'e h ' ltert in a 1 •111 · nn ,., . 1tll!r1 t'r>r "'U ·lc,th~r t ~ wer111 

led ott, cor a r ies,in Rinule r11~ ne rtin ror tne ector 

known as ' >eart co, r rm' • e tne g:round 1n thi ~ area aA • rs-

ny nd terloP'P'ed tne tr none~ nan t b• r"vetten ,1 tn 

action ot willo, n1 e nrtb P~ o~ ~ rth uilt u to rorm 

bre orks 5 to 6 r ~t ni•n,th rti turb1n ractor about t i 

sector ,as the bs nee o · p ·ir r rt os t r tP-ct tn , occu mts 

rror snell b ck-blast, · nt1 we soon r• liAl'!rt tn · t tni ' a n JO 

to ke u occu ied, n v r• n~cessary. 
, c ~ , B n tne + irat ri0 • rt s wi thA outn le 

orct ~rer to le rn ,n t ,e cou lrt ot trencn routi .e, t 1 ' • r 

.rine old ty e , n 1 .1111, r servi st A or tne regul r ,rrny nrt P 
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willin to nelp ue to no tnings tne easiest way,also adding to 

our knowledge many HinduAtani words wnicn they hart acquired 

in tneir service abroad. 
Duties were soon allotted anrt my tirAt nip,nt was spent on 

guard,on tne rirestep,with instructions to keep ash rp look­

out over' o man's land' ror enemy movements or patrols,but al 

I saw wa. plenty or rats thRt seeMed quite at home. 
No man's land was a gnostly place,shell noleA, rusted b~r 

bert wire,and the debris of past figntin~,all or wnicn seemed 

to move,and cast shadows,wnen verey lights were fired by eitn­

er side. 
ell,her we were at laot,but tnere was no need to get 

excited as we nact a very long row to hoe,ann it was a goon 

thing we did'nt know just how long. 
After my spell on p.u rd ! was allo,,ert to crawl into wnat -

ever nele I coul~ finrt,to sleep. 
¥hen we f'.irst ,.,ent into tne Line,we,ot· tne mecticRl st 1ft 

were returned to our companies as stretcner bearers and ince 

we also nad to carry a rifle,plus medical havers ck,stretcner 

etc,we were well loaded. 
Witn tne dawn came the order to ' stAnrt to' until rull 

light,tnen 'stand rtown' and tnoughts or br• akfast,but tne foo, 

supply •Nas very crude at tni s time and actually it became a 

case or 'eaten-as-eaten-can, frying a small piece ot· bacon in 

the messtin lid,and making tea on a small pile or wood cnips, 

water was liritect to a bottle a day anrt had to suffice for 

everytninp,i,e,washinP:,Ahaving anrt drinking. 
nuring the day we were,for tne ~ost part,kept busy as 

sentries,or renewing $.A.A.supplies an1 c1eanin~ up tnP. tre -

ches but it was not clever to snow too much movement in the 

daytime as snipers wer~ very active on tnis front for the 

slightest sign of movement above the parRpet,ann so it behove 

thoRe rnovinp, about the trench s to keep tneir heads low ror 

tne reason tnat most ot tne trencn repairs were lett until 

dark,atter tne ev ~in~ 'st nd rtown'. 
rnilst trencnes,or barricades were norm lly dug to give 
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cover even to the tall st man it was inev1t , ble that,rtue to 

shell fire or we ther conditions tne trench levels bP.came un­

even and ort n in · ovinp alonu a trencn hea~s were exposed to 

snip rs anrt los ses from this c~u e were not inrre uP-nt on tnii 

sector. 
It b ot int st to explain that tne Prort Tine was 

a continuous trenc Rinnin/ lon~ unevenly,taki advantage 

o~ l r nd contours,to ive a clear fiel~ or rire,the ~ine its­

elr bee ne a series or bays about I2 feet long anrt traversed 

at eitne~ end,to avion enfilarte rire,anrt contain a snell bur­

st tnu limitir casualties, ·1ve or six men mannert e · cn bay 

under a Cpl,wnose duty it ·-s to posts ntriee. 
pproach to tne ~ront ,ine was tnrough a communication 

trench that possibl · atretchert back ror 2 or 3 miles to a 

road in~ ~ ground,tnese trencn s intersected tne Pront ~ine 
about ev •ry two to three hunnrert yards,thus makinP it better 

ror tne r ~inrorcing troops to "et up a1ickly,witn reasonable 

cover,sentries durin~ rtay or ni nt had to keep a co tinuoue 

watcn over the oarnpet,wnicn,until periscopes vere rteveloped 

was ni hly angerouA,P rticul ~rly in daytime. 
It w s about tnis time too tnat we nad our tirst issue 

ot bread wnicn worked out to about nev nteen men to snare on 
two ound lo r,so tne popular practise was to dr •, lots until 

it wa reoucen to rour,and the rest contirued to cne tne 

hard tack bi -cuits . 
After tne ev~nin~ ' stann down'men trom eRcn company wer · 

aetailen tor ration tatigues or worKing parties,tne rormer 

meant,1n tne 
to where tne 
turning witn 

first instance,going b~cK some tvo or more miler 

u plies were unloadeo from tn~ 111bers and re­
tnem to company H. O. tor issue . 

I napoened to be netRilen tor a working party , ~nicn in­
volved ·lKin~ in ·inRl 11 b drew picKs an~ snovels· er e 'Ck to elsh H. Q. wnere we 

en and set a out repairi~~c;~:tbu:rnibrp tio ctimb over tne tr n-
~ w re in front . 

s stretcher bParer , I ,•orked awRy witn tne otn rs,in 

the mu~ tor some time,u t1l it was reali ert by tne O ricer in 

cnarge tnat nanrt smotnered in mud would not be ideal for 
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dressing wounds,and I s instructed to lay off rkiny,altn­
ough I found the ti s emed much longer,at intervals star 
shells or verey li~hts,call them ,nich you like,were riren by 
both i es ,anrt th tent tion to rtive for any cover vnilable 
was very stron ,but tne orders wee to stand perfectly still 
and n t to ttract ritle tire. 

mne orkin 1rty ent orf i~ nout incident an uter 
tour or fiv , nours we r~turne~ ne tools,and round wn~t snel­
ter e could or th rem incter 01 tne ni nt,in tne , port 

line • 
At this time tne nights were extremely noisy from the 

amount of rifle rire indulgerl in by both sines.~nere was one 
German machine gunner in front or us nat coild almost play 
a tune on his un,and ne raised many a smile wnen he burst 
rortn Yi tn nis 'Pom-tidy-om-pom, , om-pom, I think: most 01· us 
visualized him as an ex-waiter in ~ngland. 

Offensive action at this time was very much limited to 
snipin~ by sharpsnooters,and tire trom fixed rifles, ,laced at 
intervals along tne trencn pnrapet,tney wer operate~ by sen­
tries pulling a strinu,Rnd reloa~ing wnen necessary,tne obJ ~ 

being tow ar a hol tnrouuh tne ener~a barricane n~ nit the 
occupants, some rifles wer trainect to nit tne top line of s . , 
dbags in tne hope that tne bullets woulrt be cterlect ctown 
into tne trencn,tne enemy practiced tn same m tnoa ,1tn so e 

success . 
, rinp. tne daytime rtummy n arts on poles ,ere r i . ed b 1-

ve the arapet to ~r· w fire,but more orten tnan not tne en ~ 

repliert vith snell tire,wnicn auicKly brou~nt an end to tnie 

innovation. 
ome attempts were made to nurl home-mane hombs,by rubb 

b~ncts,catapult tHsnion but the experiment w,s v · ry primitiv 
anrt proved too danP.erous. 

nurin~ tne ni"ht Rll troops n rt to r~main in tneir er r­
ect b 1ys, 1nn i:t' not detnilen ror otnPr wo i k, or as a ntry, 
couln rat on tne rirest!p , oft1cers perrorme~ normfl dutie 

or viRitinP' ~acn bay o!' tneir platoon or company ar a , I'ir .. 
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verey liPhts to obs rve ny movem nta,or calling on tne •re -~t 

occupants to fire a burst ritn tne obJect or nitting enemy 

x 1trols, 111orki 7 rti •s, reliers, or anyone betv· en tne lines . 

According to the terrain,the distance between our lines 

and tne enemy coulrt vary from 5 to 500 yards,so patrol of 

two or three men ,ere sent out to intercept tne enemy,intent 

on the sAme mission , and too serve any particular work bP-ing 

carried out,sucn ass pping etc. 

mne ,t 1ther vae no, extremely cold anrt many of the troo> 

wore bal clava helmets,rire were a great comrort,whicn con­

frontert us with yet another problem,in tindin~ ruel,any old 

tin we co11~ rind was punchen rutl or holes,nnrt , an •nere were 

some .•. shed up houses 1long tne road tn t ran at tne back of 

our trenches,some six or us orrered to Po over anrt et some 

firewood,re - cnin~ our target and rto1ng well in salva ?inp, a 

~oort ile,someone unfortunately oulled on a pi,ce or timber 

and dislortged · lot of tiles wnicn made a lourt clatter , ~ritz 

was not isleep,and we spPnt the next few minutes hugain~ tne 

n whilst machine gun bullets flew around,nowever,he gave 

up after I wnile,and we lost no time in gettina back witn our 

loot. 

It not very lonp berore orrters were £iven tor rire 

to b restricted RB the smoke anrt ~lare invitied snellin. 

In these arly days rtu~outs were alcost unhe •rct of A.nd 

anyon who s tne proud owner or a sne tor P.Rlvanized iron 

under wnicn to crouch,was consirtered to nave Rolved the nous­

ing problem,in some o e e narrow noles re du~ in tn back 

or tne tr ~ncn into •mien oulrt crawl, unminrt t'ul ot· tn rA.ct 

that a shell landin near woulrt CA.use a collapse and bury one . 

"h names tn t stanrt out in tni r are· ,where tne tine 

croirned tne ue rtu ~ois are finny Corner , >ean CoH J.t'arm, tne 

Orcnaro,Innian Vill Pe nd Chocolate enier , orner , whicn will , 

no doubt,rec 11 memories to anyone who served tnere . 

rter b inu relieved we , nt b ck to tne villa~e or Rich-

ebourD wnere ,e round wn t cover coul~ in tne cell rs or 
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tne ruins,ann outnouseo,tnat orferert some sneltP,r from tne 
rain,snells c over at interv ls, lt ou1n nirt'nt botner 
too much as we were still too ~r en tor 1lise tne rt p,e tn .• 
COUl ' rt O. 

Our first fat · 1 casuality occured niR ti 1e •men a 
st ·e cner b rer attending a orkin~ rty · s nit by a ran­
dom bullet.Tt ,a . ner too tn t ,e i st n arrt tne ermane 
nickn ed as 'Jerri s'by the 'ld ts',I hive read some-
wnere n·t the n1m was iven to tn _ b cau e or tn sna e or 
tnei nelmets but 'tin nat 'nad not c 1e in o raenion at tnr,1 
time, ,,i no ctoubt it · Just slang for 'l erman. 

ne Tndi1n Jivision son our 1~rt and one 1iP.nt,ntving 
taken the wron turning in our trench s,I suddenly came u on 
a Gurkha curled up on tne tirestep,I don't know wnich or us 
jumped tne nigner,probaly myself,th y ,ere tougn little man 
but the tning they could not master was tn weatnP-r , wnicn I 
aI!l at' ict,cl imed m ny or h as victims.l'T'nes were the 
Lahore Division,wno, ~ilat fillin~ an ur ~ent need ror troops 
were subsequently transrerrect to tne wa·rL r climate 01 Egypt . 

ilst here I was ordered to nan~ in my rifle ann return 
to th ttalion aid post as rtresser , wnicn nan many advanta~e: 
notably less para es,b tter !eeding , as 
a seltcont inect section, ,ith interesin 
(Capt1in Giblin)wnom ~e all admired . 

,e were , more or less , 
work,an~ uncter an i.O 

ne aid post was iixert up in what was leit of an old fa-
rmnouse on th ~ Ru du Bois,a ro1d ~nat ran straight to tne 
trencne · ,and along vnicn all men,r tions,anct supplies had to 
pass but , as it was u der enemy observation,becamP most un­
nealthy sot as 'erman macnine ~un bullets sang over it like 
angry pa. 

mhe 1tt lion Ya at this tie •orkin on n nine day 

shift eystem,thr e rl ys in tne ~ront ,ine ana tnree in sup-
ort tnc,r bAcK to nearby ruin· vill e 1or a rurtn•r tnree 
d~ys reat,but as troo s were reou1re for ~kinu ana carry­
ing parties most ni1ht , it . e Ielt t t nore reAt was obta­
ined when functioning in tne ~ront Lin. 
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i l to on o n s re tn tne •• ordered all or nis 

staff to p rmie, tn tov ls,1mmed1 t ly aft r tne morning 

sick , ra e, n nim lf le ding , tarted off on a crosscou-

ntry run, in a bi ti , , wind, but soon warmect up and wnen we 

c met snall str tne order r s,~ndress and ~et in,we 

drew tn .O.s at r ion to tne tact tnat tnere vere several 

,rencL women anrt girls working i tn Ii lds nearby,but all 

ne re 11 " lish 111rls would ten Just tne same,but 
' 

pern-;.- s t 1 would et b ind a busn t do so",tne di , over 

we rec b r k, at ot us no. ing it NaS not goin~ to become a 

habit. 
On tay 9tn I9I5,tn Ist Division a tacked trom our tren-

eh sin rhat 1s to be cill tne Aubers 'idge battle,our 

task va · to ive covering fire,but alas,it was a tailure and 

T don' tnink anyone r · eh tne enemy trencneo,the troo>s 

being c H 

eem t 

own ly macn1 e 1n tire,of wnicn weapons Fritz 
nav an unli 11ted au ply. 

~he Batt lion sutrered many casualties that day,and I 

hate to nink of tne numbers 01 the attacKinf rorce who were 

mown do"n,but I do rem nber tn t altogether over rive nundred 

casualties passed tnrougn our aid post. 

During tnin action everyone at the aid post worked all 

out,I recall having to assist in tne re~oval of a badly snat­

tered leg troM an otticer or tne Blac 1 tcn,ana ru onp tne 

otner wounded was a soldier,a~~in or the Rlack tcn,wno wae 

a wonderful example ot the tattoists art,he wao a complete 

picture allery rrom n11aclc to toe, wi tn a t'ull hunting scene 

coverin hi entir b ck ,itn huntsmen and nounds in :t'ull cry 

rtien tne wound~~ we dr sserl,ana ma~e as comtortable 

as pos ibl ,tney were loaded into nmbulances wnich tnen ran 

tne auntlet or tne ue rtu ois and wer taKen to tne Casua­

lty Cle ring ~tat1on. 
nis attacK reveAled our wo ful l •ck ot snells, nd sub­

sequently it bee · e quit an event ton• r our guns 11re, 

naturally tnis serious lack or artillery support was our big 
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grumble,as our position was insecure,and obvious to tne enemy . 

Normality nowever subsequently ruled and tne usual tre en 

rtuty routines were resumed until we were relieved by another 

Brigade and moved back to the neArent village for a clean up 

and rest , al tnouP,n the latter •vas not much in evidence owing 

to tne constant demand tor night rking parties,to repair n { 

only trencnes,anct tne barbect wire rtefencee,but also carrying 

parties to transport materials ror tne ~ront ~ine,these comp­

rised corrugated iron,nuck boards,ann huge coils of barbed 

wire. 
Rest periods rrom tne trenches,wnilst tney nad some ais­

liked features in parades,drillinP.,kit inspect1ons,an~ workit-J 

parties,nict nave tne advantages or enabling one to clean up, 

eaten up on sleep and with the gradualy improving arran~ementE 

to have batns anrt a cnan~e of uncterwear,we we~e al o,mootly 

free 1·rom enemy attentions. 
Arounrt tne Loos and Lens areas we were sometimes permitte 

ed to use ~ne minP.rs onower baths ,a luxury indPen,tney were 

not nowever regular enough,about once a montn was tne average 

and so we could not keep tne lie~ under control,barns and 

trench dugouts were tne source 01 the peste,and so tney were 

accepted as a war condition to be enrtured. 
Tne 'Tommy' developed a sense of numour about it all ano 

it was not unusual to see a small crowd naked Rround a brazi~ 

er singeing tne seams oi:: tneir cletning to obtain a rew nours 

relier rrom the attentions of tne lice, Vince unurchill,our I 
I 

famed writer of doggeral,parodies and nitties aptly wrote the 

followin~, Ye rert-backed reptiles,Oh so tame, 
Sure you have won your ~l~mish rame, 

At my expense, At my expense. 
---------------------------=--

During May tne Battalion moved to a new sector,a !'ew 

miles South,to tne Cuinchy nrea,wnere tne trencneA ran tnrou­

gh a large brickrield,and tne enemy trencnes were only seper­

ated from ours by about I5 yards of 'no man's land' and con­

sequently not only were the brigkstacks ravourable 1or snip~ 
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ere lairs,but tnat tne snort rtistance between tne trencnes 

made it ideal for bomb tnrowin .casu· lti e nere naturally be­

came neavier and so we were to rea11 the many and varied 

wa~s in wnicn tne war could be rou~nt, a pero were also busy 

in this area developing tn~ir art in subterranean di ging,to 

blow up sections ot the trencnes,or tnw rt ttte enemy's ettorts 

in tnis direction. 
ne first bombs that we used were nome made eftorts,com­

posed 01 old jam tins fillert with nutA,bolts and otner scrape 

or metal tnat could be rouno,tne explocive was added and tnen 

tne ti vas eolriered up and fitted with a ruse,but I tnink it 

is rair to state tnat tne bowler was i~ a far more dang rous 

position than the batsman. 

After a few more tours of the Tine,without anytning of 

especial interest happening,we were witndrawn rrom the uuinchy 

sector and marched to ~ouay on tne Ta Bassee canal,tne weatnP,r 

was improving and warm,moet of us quickly took the cn1nce of 

having a dip in the canal,and ae the trench dirt faded away 

the spirits of everyone revived. 

'he morning of lay 25th was bright and warm ana most of 

us not on duty' were in the water,or waening our smalls,wnen, 

about noon,we were paraded and told tnat we were proceeding 

to Giv nohy tnat evening to maKe an attacx,to staighten out 

a sector of the ~ine,all was bustle and excitment,bayonets 

had to be snarpened,extra ammo: issued and the medical stores 

overhauled and packed,we were also issued witn the first im­

provised protection against gas. 

nese were lengths of muslin,cont ining a ~ad or gauze 

or cotton-wool,to be tied over thA mouth and nose,after being 

soaked in an antigae solution of ammonia,but wner we were to 

find tne solution was'nt very clear,the respirators were very 

primitive Rnd we were tnanktul we wer'nt called to use tnem, 

but T suppose it was tne best tney could do on the spur oft~, 

moment,ae as bad been used . by tne Germans,ror tne first time 

at Ypres,causing considerable casualties to Canadian troops. 

e moved orr along tne banks or the La Bassee canal,th~~ 
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crossin~ it,m e for tne villag of Givenchy from where tne 
communication trench, ens alk, tarted,arriving tnere we 
unloaded the medical kit ,nich comprisert tvo wicker anniers 
and v ious naversacks etc, itn wn1cn,1n adrtition to our own 
equipm~nt, , st rt 1 ort· to t 1nct h aict post. 

mne M.O. long with tne other orricers,nact revieweo tne 
ground tne revious day, o knev tne 
ruins or a brewery throu~n which tne 

estination,whicn was tne 
,ine ran anct nicn had 

been elected ror tne aid poet,but,wnen we were only a snort 
diRt nee the enemy put sii s lvo ot bit shell into it,nnd 
we were quickly rendered nomeless,but very thAnkrul tn~t ne 
had not ited another five minutes. 

~fter a bit or searching around we were unalle to tind 
lny ,lace suitable 1nd bad to Join rorces with another unit 
or the ~ivision(mhe London Lrish),1n a cel1ar,wnere we o ened 
sno rl st rtert bu iness. 

: h att1ck,timert to start at 6.3 pm.led by A · nrt B com-
ie , • s succ ssful in that the obJ'ectiv s vP-re t ken, but 

nolrtir them vas dirr ent matter,as ve n d,or course, on 
tn1t st:if·ll font · ,ere tert as liPnt, ' nd tne- enemy m1e1e tne 
cantured t. ncnes very exp nsi v to nold ·l tn enfi 1 ad e rire 
t mi chine guns, · nd artill~ry but. the ttalion neld on to 
tneir g 1in, small tnouCJ'n it ·vas. 

'he t ,edy or tn attack ,,,. e, 1n s 1e part, rt ue to tne 
exce sive nunbers 01 troops used in tn tirst waves,A company 
under tne comm nd o! UA tain U111 quickly en , ered tne enemy 
trench and overcame tne ooposition but were unable to expAnd 
or move along tn en my lines,,ith tne result tnat wnen ' 13 ' 
co~p ny,under Uaptain , lner arrived tney were unable to ent 1 

tne trencn,and had to lie beninct it itn little , or no cover 
~nn ·t tne mercy of enemy snipers vno took a heavy toll or 
tnem, Captain ''ill and Lieut Garner Sm1 th were quickly killed , 
a ,,ere my otner plendirt types. 

· hrougn tne ight all fought w1 · n tenacity to nold on to 
tne trencn · ? . in t determined enemy etforts nct ?ere able to 
link up th section witn tne BritiAh line by tne morning o 
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the 26tn,on one section,where a German communication trench 

joined the captured rront line a concerted effort was made by 

tne enemy to recapture tne position,but only by a heroic effo­

rt,led by L/cpl ·eywortn,counter bombing tn enemy tor two 

houre,was the position held.~or this action eyworth was awar­

ded tne V.O.durinR tne battle some I30 otficers and men were 

killed and about 650 were wounded. 

Tne ~attalion was relieved on the nignt of tne 26tn and 

repaired to VirQuin antt at roll call only 250 paraded,the 

Battalion,six weeks earlier had arrived in ~ranee at full str­

ength of I,000 men,but it had come tnroupn its tirst great 

ordeal,sutfering neavy losses but able to claim,w1tn all otner 

units or the B.E,~. as equally capable. 

· t the ~attalion aid post the continued and exhaustint 

work of tenaing the wounded •~s interrupted by enemy snelling 

which was quite heavy tor tnoae days and as I was YOrking in 

what was left ot tne nouse above the aid post anotner snell 

burRt a~ainst the wall,and I was knocked out with a crack on 

tne nea~,and coverea w1tn bricks and rnortar,altnou h my comp­

anion was more unfortunate and lost n1s leg.I was dra ged cle­

ar and taken below,wnere the ~.O. dressed my wound and put tne 

usual tally on a button to denote tnat I s !or nospital. 

On recoverin~ my senses an~ seeinD tnis,I assuren tne 

doctor I was alri ,nt and would rqther not go to noApital,cton•t 

get me rong,T am no nero,but I harl neard or ea es wnere a 

cnap nad · one to hospital ror a few d ys antt subsequently . P. n 

sent to som otner unit,an~ this is wnat I reared,the ·.o. was 

kinrl e1oupn to let me stay,an~ Rrter H snort rest I returne~ 

to duty. 

;r tirst experience on returning to duty was to nelp a 

stretcher party to get around an awkwarrt traverse, nd when tne 

wounde~ pHssenger's f~ce came into view I was snockect to see 

it WRB my 1 1 wno had snarert a billet with me at HAtrielrt,the 

poor lact,ne was only sixteen,was minus one Arm • no one le~,but 

in spite of all tn t,n~ was as cneertul as I had al • s known 
him. 
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ost or those lads,wno wer~ Killeti in tnie action,nave 
no known ~raves,as the lighting continued over this grounct 
ror •eArs after,but tneir names re recorded on a memorial 
tAblet in tne Te ~ransloy cemetry,wnere I nave seen them on 
later visits. 

It woul~ be impossible to ~escribe tne 1eelinge 01 we 

tnnt were left,it is ban enoup,n to lose one's pal,but to tose 
so m ny,1n sucn a snort time,se men like the enti o!" the roal'.1 
to us,nowP.VP.r tne war 1 oes on,and one mu~t not dwell too lonr 
on these tninp,s. 

e subsequently moved on to Bethune,an~ it was nere that 
tne .O. surprised me by sayin ne nan submitte~ my name tor 
a deco:ration,for carrying on atter beinR woundect,but •vnilst 
notning came of tnis,as tnere must nave been dozens 01 names 
submittert my only boast ie tnAt my name was on the same list 
as tnHt 01 L ' cp Keywortn who receivea tne V~C. ror nis out­
stnnrlin~ work at Givenchy. 

e sta.yeo at ~etnune tor a rew r1 ay~, qna soon tne 11,·nt r 
wounrled be ff an to rilter back to tne· unit, lso we :receiv~ct a 
t·ew ~mall l'ir'ltte,anr1,altnouuh v ry much unrtP.r strenutn,1ounrt 
ourselves once more in tne Tine. 
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snould similarly nave been elieved s tn y were spored at 
least one attack of indigestion. 

mne conl mines t Tes rebis were still bein wor~ed,so 
tne m le population was hianer than in mo~t of the laces we 
viaited,but of course,the men were mainly in the nigher a~e 
group.The Germane occaeionAlly lobbed over some shells, 1nd I 
recall one hitting tne n~ 11 or R row of miner's cott ges 
whicn collapsed and revealed tne str nge sir,nt or a beo,com­
plet witn a man in it,sliding down tne sloping bedroom rloor 
ano lan~ing,riuht way up ,in tne roart,but n was unnurt, and 
calmly got out or bed and walked back into ,nat was left of 
his home. 

On the rare oco · eions that we went into Corpe reserve we 
went back to tne village of Allouagne a raw miles from tille­
rs wnere tne pe ple were very kind to us an~ from subsequent 

bond of rrien~snip developed,to tne extent visits quite 
I 

tnat many or us have revisited tnem sever· 1 tim~s bet,~ n tne 
wars, nd continuert to enjoy thP.ir nos it ~lity. 

e were all this time bein~ built up to str ngth anct re­
ceived large rtratts rrom the Sut'fo1ks nd - ornerset , ,nich al­
most caused a language deadlock,ae T neard one cn· p say,"Lon­
don Re~t? it sounrts more like the mower of ~abel to me" · 

part rrom the rtiff'erence in <11 lect, tne n@n men uere 
rine types and soon blended to ~iv the Batt lion a better 
look,and brought consirterable relief to some or the overwor ' ­
ed sections . 

Returninp to the Linette Divi ion was· ~ in placed in 
the aroo area, overlooking th twin winrtina to, r s o! a larP,e 
coal mine in T,oos, and which bore some resemblance to 'l'ower 
Brirt~e from the distance,natur lly the Cockneys chriatened 
tnern accordinP,ly,but we were to have A mucn closer acquaint­
ance with them later on . 

DurinP. this time many thinP.s c .anued · rrecting equipment 
and weapons,sucn aA the Mills bomb which a introduced , and 
a very compact nrt erl:'icient we oon it rovert to be,the bomb­
er sections we~e formed,witn thier attenrtqnt b yonet ~n , l1'~ 
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so,in theory,any stron~point offering determined resistance . 
was th ir target, ( ve dirt 'nt have any '"ypnoons ·ind Rockets tne 

At tnie time web an to see,and hear,more of our own 

artillery,wnich,in its way, s heArten1n ,we also found our­

selve rtip,ging reserve tr ncnes,and on numerous workin~ parti 

carrying up as cylinders to be in talled in tne ~ront Line, 

equipment of every v riety was arrivinP. and bein~ stored,so 

the '1:uil -up' •vent on with shelling increaAin on botn aides, 

all a very cl4ar indication th t thes were reparations ror 

a l~Ige seal attack and tne only question remaining was,wnen, 

and what )iviaions would forn tne attacldn troops. 

'e continuert to hold the Line in the laroc · rea,and in 

this fine ummer conditions were not too uncomportable.Pritz 

was • i a val gun, which was reputed to be brouent up on 

the rail y and fired armour piercing shells,our experience 

o:t: it ,aa when one of tnese shells entered tne enrt wall 01' a 

row of empty houses,skidrtert on the tiled .floor,and m•1.de its 

exit t .ne other enrt,without exploninp:. 

here were, t this time too,many rumours , and spy scares 

were news, , requently it was alle~ed tnat a German spy was tro­

tting around the trenches,dressed as a British officer,result­

ing in ev ryone bein~ put on tne alert, ut nll to no purpose 

anrt ve concluded it was probably a ca~e or someone witn too 

vivid in inap,ination, ,e did notice however that padres who 

previouAly had freedom to visit any part or the trencns were 

sundenly s t opped,apparently due to tne tact tn t tney could 

b enemy nte,as f of tne troops kne,v who were their Div-

itdonal clerP,y. 

e r still ~1 ~ inu in the cellars, nd on ni~nt,some­

one vitn over deviooed ideas or hygien~ sprinkled so mucn chl­

oride or lime on the rloor thRt we wer lmost gassed in our 

sleep,nnrt were glad to et ger out into the fre1n air. 

I must mention Old T>ave May,a very ol,i soldier 01· tne 

ational . sP.rve,i the transport section,who causert many 001 

n tured l · uPha aR he~ liphted to epin yara which usually Rt 

ted orr Nitn," ben I s 'art in ritisn Turma,the orrficer 
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came up to me and said, ve mate, the errelenta is loose ",he 
nad to t ke a lot or ribbing, with sucn u tio s as " That .kine, 
of bows and rrows dict they USP. when you Joined,Dave"? etc, 
but ne s a ooct sport, and I , hap y to recorrt tn the • ! 

finally ~ent home,Rnd end 1 his r1 ys in peace witn tne old 
gentlemen at Cnelsea. 

e co tinuect to holct the trenches in the Toos sector, 
altern tina witn the other two ri a~es (I40 and I4I t} in 
)ivision until Sept,24tn,wnen we (I42nrt Bri ~ad -'} were reliev 
rrom tne ,ine, ·• nd ,ent b ck to Bully Grenay anct Tes ~rebis, 
in AU ,ort ror the att ck that .. s rtue o ot rt the rollouir ~ 
mornin, he I40tn and I4Ist Bri ~actes were leartinr, tn attack 
on our rront. 

n airt post st rr SDPnt the niatn ir tnP builrtin~s or 
th r n head at Les Brebis,~n~ on tn~ mornin~ or ept 25th 

he battl of , os st rtert.The attack was preceded h tne use 
o Pas,but: ~on't think it was quit tne success tn t nad 
been t10 ,,ed, as tne 'linct waA tric ·y, an in some · re s the -"as 
hung about tor a long time, as rnuch · ,robl em ror tne · t c ( in 
troops,a our gas masks, , t th · . time.wP-re still not very d­
vancect s the mica eye pieces steamed uo and vision bPca e 
very linited, )n or the ondon att · lions,{ e I9tn),leaai 
tne •ttRck,st rtert ot1 in fine rorm,hy kickin - a ro tb 11 

ow rct tn en v lin and rollo~in~ it. up. 
t nt ortu , ,t 1 al 1 tne ,erman strona points had not been 

oblit~ratect and one,th rem· ins or an olrt huilnin~ b tween tn 
lines nicn ~rit · h rt stre~~tnened w1 .n concrete, ~ armed 
1:,i+h , chi e ·un ,c lled MAcnine .R:Un ~ou~e,c • uoPn m 1t1y e sual 
ties before it s rinally rertuce~. 

e 47tn )ivision ,ere on tn · extreme ri ·nt rl nk or tne 
British 1 ny, Join in up th tnP wrencn no ,er~ ·. l o · t t c -
i a • iwultaneously on the adjoininP. ouchez and Lorette sec­
tors, u o ,J cti v 1 1 n, otner point • s th ubl orassier 
con r 1 in t o nu e al· , h · pa, wnicn rorme11 th ri" 1t rlank . 

o tor tn~ ohjectives were re cned ~ccor11ing to plan , in 
t et ,one >ivi _ion,our olrl rri~nrt ,the 1 5th(~cotti n) over-



• 

e 
e 

22 c. 

snot tn targ t,anrt round tn lvee i · lated,surrerinp, sev 

c su11 ies as r,sult. 
s invari b 1 • nao enet1, the • ple ed ran1rs round nolcting 

,mat ney n c ,on tn bi.., e t l lem, as reinforc rnfl!nts ,vere 

not 1 erti ~ely rorthcomi 1~ to ex 1 oit ·h t couln h~v been 

A aoort or 1 victory. 
)n ~ept,27tn tne attnlion s oved ~air to tne laroc 

Rre· nd •ver i ting ordP.r to move ro rci wnen tra1 erty 

c· et our et · rf.I was in tne mine y rd,scroungina coal,when 

neari1a snell,I dodged behinn som oln trucks,anrt tnou~ht 

n mor, r bout it until returned to tn aid post to learn 

that th sn 11 Thad herd had killed our .n.tc pt in Giblin 

he lking rt own the ro•id to tn, 111 ld 1bul nnce to gi v 

them han witn c sua1t1 s. 
'freryon was n e ly onocked but non ore so than his 

starr, s hA s rAs ectert by 11,and,I believe,loved by those 

witn vnom he had orked.ie had tnat rar eh rm or m king rr­

ienrls at once,and it s no uncocrnon s n~ to see him,soon 

1fter ve had arrived in a villaae,sit~inC' on thr! grasc:i , cna.tt-

i rt 1 u hin,g ,,1 th crowrt ot cni ld a.roumt nio . 

were waitin~ to ao ror, rct,an~ without R e~ical Ofr­
ic~r 1ut the neert waA ur~ent,an1 rortun tly +.hen ••• moved 

quickly ~nrt a youn~ ~octor,just uo rro· tn ~aee,tound hims­

elt' att cned to the I'24th,~or temporary rtuty . 

On tne ev nin~ o · tne 28tn we ove~ for r~rrt over the op­

-n p,round strewn witn broken bo "' ies nl'f ,,oundert , amt made our 

way t Loos ,h~:r uite a f h avy sh 11s ere fal]ing ~nd 

ev rywh r s c nru ion , re , ulti "in u not ·1n-1i • our H. Q. 

unt.i 1 th e rl y ho lt"S or th morn i i • finished up in a ce- , 

llar in th shado, 0¥ th~ twin t n~- r eviously m-ntioned , 

t tn Toos in •h n~ her · e notic d th t the Germane had 

Al'f ~ tn s 1 v s v r comf ort 1 'hy k' ocki 11, ass ·es tnrouph 

11 tn c 11 rs in th ro,,, intro~ ucin beds , anc1 , it' tne or ::1-

n 's c1otni y as nything to ~ by,h rl undoubt bly ~one some 

ntert 1 • ina. 
e round some ermi ,n black bre 11 l t •e) , n"'t ver, · t r tj ... 
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=i.n ' Ll o soue ic 
u it ni at -!d 

" l nd • 

re o tc rds sno i n tne AinK1n~ or tne 
·i tn tn ir t' vouri t ~ tto "Gott Stra.fl'e 

ile explorini!Z: in tne immediate vicinity we also 1·ound 
at lle rabbit in a hutch,in one or t e outhouses, vnich,need­
less t say, as oon in the pot,or rntner etrol c n,and ve 
were ble to offer some of tn wounrted a messtin of stewed 
rabbit, s a onus,mucn to tneir surprise. 

iotner surprise was wnen some ot tne lads ca,e cross 
a dead erman orricer,in a cof!in,wno apparently must have 
been V.I •• of some sort. 

--------=-----
~ne follow1n7 epi o~e was tne ex~ ri nee ot one of tne 

la~s,in the ~oos battl ,as rel t to us, y him. 
-------------= 

It was a common feature,wnen t t T 

came, ore or less, ~tabilise~,-or t e 1 t 
akin to the Division nolrtin~ tnern, n the 
commun1cation trench called e r ent St 
Line named Oxtord Street,ReP.e~t StrP t 

rt tine tr ncnea be­

be named Q thinR 
os fro1 t nan 

t 1 n inR to tne 1''ron1 
ea deatn tr· and 

on on occasion some seventeen n were caurht by one '.inny • . 
Tne secton of tne line was a out 5 y • long,anct on itr 

far rignt there was a huge crater ~ n~ a v~rv nots ot,which 
the 2Ist London nad realised some ~Rys e rliPr,our c sua]ties 
nad alr ady b en severe to cover his bi ot· line only 
rour boribere helti 1 t, on two hour snif ts, oft n there , uld be 
no N.C . O, so th senior soldier took cnar~e, ~ich , on this 
occasion,w s myselt. every so often one man would crawl up to 
tne crater to nave a look around,rl n ' t a e wny,it · s an 
order. 

It was about midnignt when h rl tot ke tne tirst look , 
and or course,wnen I ,ot close to it up u t go a verey 11 nt 
experience had taught one to keep perfectly still until tne 
light pet red out,I was on my knees and Able to see insi~e 
tnat er ter,and I ,as ama ed at the num er or dead men ther~ 
were layin arounrl,~o many or ,nom were from our tunnelling 
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company of the 4th R •• ~. 

s soon as tne li~nt tent out I made my way back only to 

find one ot tne tnree bo ers o my arty h bee~ caugnt by 

a ri.t' le renad e, and in , act e u id everywhere, 'lnother 

m n had a severe attack of snock,A Jh ~ing 11 over,tne 

tnirrt man nowever,wno was only a littl chap,was fortunately 

alricht,as it was rorbid~en to leave the rront line in any 

circumstances T realised I coul not rte I M1tn tne 31tuation 

as 1 t was, so T snoutert at the mAn "1 t'r1 shock to go b.1ck and 

bring up a stretcner bearer. 

snoutin~ hart tne d~s1red etfect and in only a matter 

of 01 minutes h~ waR back with the bearers,tney mana~ed to pe 

tne wounded man on to tn~ stretcner Rnrt it , s tn~n I neard 

him mutter a woman' n e,no rloubt ni~ wi e's,tne 1 rollem no,­

ever , a to et nim away as you c~n't turn trench cor1ers • t 

a man on a stretcn r,hut rortunet~ly tne Rn o we1t ror tne 

bearers suddenly recover ,.. rrom nis snoc • ·mrt s est r1 tn t 

he sno1ld et on top of thf! t ncn • risk bei. · nit,tnis 

tney ctin successrully. 

ov, tnere were ju t tne two or us, ut t ortunat · ' r.othi 

serious n poened,~nn fter a snort wnil the nock _ n re­

coverr ~nd we carried on. Very seldom did 't'our' men return 

from tnis bit ot· Oxrord Qtreet, but · were lucky in only los­

in~ one,I never nenrd it our casualty lived but tney had ~ot 

him a\ray. --------------= 
~he tine was now very thinly helrl,And eventually tne 

l3r1.aart s relieved by the T~r,mch anrt carried out ~i-ter darlc 

,ynen it appearert to me tnat someone h.art s11 ned,as ritisn 

verey 11~nta wnen fired,neecr1b~ a simple arc,and then fall, 

tnese were eudrtt"nly re Jlacert by fl'rencn ones ,vhich, •rter reach­

ing a cftrtain height,rloated along on a arachute,cle rly in­

dicating to tne enem.v that a re1 ier \fas in P.rOP,ress, f nd which 

he wRs Quick to a . ot ·o our ;i ourney out ,,a ~ome1vnnt hRnI ered 

anrt unhealthy,from tn~ snells he sent over. 1 
l 

car1 out past snaflhert up 1 imhers, I ie~ k1 ten s, and 
dead horses,tnat had been caught on tne r~'and so tne Ba~· 

/ 
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· •ion roceeded to llouagne on< orp rest,where it licked its 
ound s, cl ed u, nd prep rea ror tne next ,vent. 

It, r u pris1 now soon 
suffici nt to put tne lads b c 

R r , ~ood ni~nts rest is 
into t orm again, ai·ter a sticky 
c n irt~ren · trong nough to ate , l in a r . d ~we~ r 

st i ar Trs ection ly 1r Jnh ~rench,I remember in his sp e­
c to us h a id tn t nis chier concern,in tne ~oos attack, -

I n 1 nt rl r' ,b1t by elven o'clock our nivisional 
erf r ut nis ind ~t ree::t, . nrt this, elieve,was almost 
his 1 st o fici l function before his rec ' l1 to England. 

cat~ri r was Rtill a problem in ~ranee and so it was lert 
to tne' , ~ to find a solution nn mak a ChRnge or diet,we 

oulrt i · e~ luy b of flour (•hi~ was betore tne ell-
in o flou, to u rbinden),scrotnPe a piece or suet 

o tre ~ •• ~toreA,and make a suet pu~rtinp Yhicn was wra ped 
ir ·Ji c o s ndba , m1 'hoiled in a p trol tin, tne result 

T , s s r vn t unsh v n, but ,n .. t are a r ·, hRirs a on friends ? 

er J y it. 
J i . o n in "'ain, ov, QI5, opposite tne tov•n 01 

ulluch ~till in , rm n n nds.tne view over' o an's 1and' was 
tr ly i ressin i 1 tne s of mud And Just tne remains 

of -i bi r et ry vi il le on tn sk'yline ·· icn, T believe, wns 
what was lert or tne 1 ichelin t , re I'Actory. 

mne ·e th8r had now deterioraterl r~pidly w.nicn quickly 
, uc 1 'n trencns to a quagmire,with tne troops knee deep 

in mud and vater resulting in m ny casualties from trench feet 
• • O. 1 pyrexi a unknown origin) , and exposure conn i tions. 

u R hat harl be~n instaled to re~uce tne water level 
were useless since wtter pumped out almost immediately return­
ed to a,1ot e s ction of the trP.nch, addeet to these conditions 
wa et tn t ,he talion was extremely low in numbers 
y t , s s 1 • 1-, ·spon i ble t·or f\ normal s~c1 or, tnereror posts 
we l m1ermaned ·md •,h., men wer., unablti! to t adequate rest 
fror .. n 1 ry I urns, ni A rf!sul tf!ct in some c ses of men beinP 
·ound le , t t tneir osts, and some s. T. • ( sell' inrlicted 

wound)case ,whilst they were dealt •itn ,tne condition tna+ 
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had t b en~ur 

ced. 

prevented the extreme p nclty b ing enfor-

Our reserve po3itions were sited in the villages of Verm-

elles and hiloaophe, ,nct tne ec ions held included La Rut-

o1re, on~ Tree,and the ohenzoll•rn ertoubt. 

r,he villa e of Philoso ne exists to-nay almost as it was 

in I9I4,w1th tne ~ethune ens o fronting it , ana one nee­

ds little ir ginRtion ' ercall th · ar-t1 , e notices carrying 

tne varnin~,"Jnrt•r observ tion,rto not lo1ter",It was on tnis 

road tnat ~l e twortn vas killed. 

e vere rest1nP, in >bilo Jpne t he t1me , but ne took 

anvant f o ~ to o scroun in an souvenir nunting,with 

tne s d n lirtin of tn tne 'ermans o served tne move-

ment ann p~omotl r1~encned tne r -1tn snrapnel berore we 

couln r in cov r,re 3ultin.a in c sualtiea, ·ind tne ost reP..-

rett bl rl eAtn ot· of · ,orth. 
r hA 

Hulluc 

wner 

cross 
the 1 a~ t 

•r JU 

l'ront Tin 

o rt until 

I 11 P, [ 

tr nchs wer 

we earn- to 

rciiil · t 

1 t pl in,( c t ror 
,orct in ~eeol tion 

rut in tn muci, . .., b 

limbers, i h r t1ons, nn R. • • 

ed ire, tc . 

r en l J ollo in tne 
1 ( C 11 Victoria ·t tion 

11 t ,tnEn ,e turnect 01·1· to 

n 11 h 1 R) hie •. hut 

mud,tn 1· 011 OHect 

0 

ne ni h ly Jourreys t' 

,t king u ctuckboar~s , 

n v ry t ath r,( ·r ~ 1+ nJ · vs eemen to be n1le we 

were r ) , the t rac s " ,.. cover ,1 tn 11qu1n mud o that 

the ir t inti , tion on hart of a nh 11 hole ··~ s a , 1 • in 

tilthy 11 "' · 
nin long a ~,ls in this are ,not on1 in the trenches 

bit r, n or} in - rties m A ni ht s, nrt i nv ' ri ably we arri vet1 

b ck in 

itn tn 

to 

h 

t 

1 te eft·~c 
tolrt to t k 

i 

l <1 0 

11· 

0 

nud-s 
rn ?'l - D 

o irst . 

r oern; they ver · 

, 1· lt , 

oir.u 

still in thi st e , nn n indic~tion or 
n in .n 11 _ l n ir cin nt , men I ' s 

witn the rations , w~ hnn nenrlY tne water CArt u 
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r ~n 1 our in tion ,n n n c rt lid sid into a 

1 r h 11 hole nidd r by the ,1 , uid mud,a11 t.n~ errorts by 

t r P. t nor r rui t 1 s, 1 . • mg on, drawn by 
EL n i .,. s p ssir .. , a > en .. n,. r e, • t in cnArt'I' ror 

n"l n, 1 , ·out hP ~i tion h unhooJcert nis ei T ho es rind put 
h ., J r r t ot our t 10, bu f ev n ne coul • not move it . 

'ell,in tne emt tn tr c. r ort s rr:e rt sairt tn t we Uft 

urn t' t ~ n nrt n ul pick u on h '' lY back,tnis 
h '11 d, r eh .... rt r ot 1 1 11 y C nt1i' ion. 

I ' • 0 t th " e r u •h tor or: e 1 ~nt but I nad only 
jut t bac to 1y snel ter hAT1 a me s e c me rro1a tne • • 
to s the tr s we snort of , t r in tne T,ine, . o, •itn a 
neart ,; 11 r 'Joy' we till ,, u , tn cart,and starte otI 
au in,this tie o, our • : walKert ir tron o guide tne 

rtriv r · nd o er · ble hi tot K ev siv ction , v eventu~lly 
n 1VP.rl · t~ r • hes •net r Jum Prt 1 •n anrt t along to 
th • •• ~ .< ,hi ,as . ~ .•• orri, ••• d 1 e1 by the tro p 

anrtk, , , a ' ' he rat iteChie),toreport . 

T l"I 'n A ,uen o tJ.Y pleaqur t n r him s y, "Y• t '"-" 

-ot t t so- ~- o c rt u there,Ju t urn tnosP. t os on,anct 
uet u, · n re ~ r .. s s you can" b tnis ti e it w s 11t~nt 
And 11' it 1 'nt b _ or kinc11 r "roumt 111 t , tnis ,ccount 

:,ilrt not h v b n ritten, ut tn t Ar. ,i ·e . 

m ~ ·e qi1u ti ~ in nis are e .tinu M tnrourn to 
J n,T9I~, nd I ,r , 1 ~rt • selt,tn t,1 · tner was n 'Arter tne 
ar ' ,I ulrt nev r yet~ to se tn d · n a ln , but little did 

I ni t.n t t -~' son o tnos cna ~ ov"'r tne vire , ,voul d cau e 
c f o , e k tnat ,ro 1ise. 

lon 

an<1 t 

, n " 1 . · t ~n '71 ~ n er r 1e<1 tn the olct-t snioned 
ritl ,conv rt to ark VII a~1untion 

" ... , !I1c1 nt,so, r1e lacts re- rmed tnem-
selv~ : h n o i n .ort ·e~-~n ielct,wnicn ,ere a lva ed 

fr I n 1 •_ n~ r und rrom tt · ,oos b ttle,anct imrnedi tely 
after. 

1 t:1 n d a n • 1 • ( e r tain ownsend) , the 
tempor ry one that na" Joined us ror Lo ~, nact returned to nis 
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unit,T 

US rld I 

liev n 
..,.k rt 1 
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n 1rf b n ir ress 

nd 1 n"' us a r 1 c 

b 11s experience witn 

caKe,e en year,on tne 
anniv rsa y f t.e v nt. 

n1 t J , · rt 

t·ood, 

,t in 

riy 

ld 

lrt 

ut o · thi 

ones ..,.1 . 
cto or ~hat seemed an· eter 

,o e 1ulate th ramous breakfas 

h .ti i sna - crackl""- >P, I thin - kno, • ,here I inh-

~r1 t 1 . 

o our are 
r m u , 

in dOilW' 

pl . 4 1 

s a·r 

n ... o err ea ubt d 1 -; 

inc turled tne tarous,or in­
s tne accepteo tninp tna 

t na penings,• in mines 

·s a tense loc tion and or 

11 here me nt unpleas 
rairl ,in fact,it s . , , 

r , ea ulti ·a. 
r: '1 uti durinu tne firter or I I5 some or 

t V lr., ivi ion to k on ,ne role ot· int·rantry,and 

wer . r 11 !V th ) '3 r iamountert avRlry nivision,and so 
ov . C , t e T o are 1 .,. in, 1 o oui t a · rI s >ot, ,111v•r 

at ni .. r .~ on 111ber mad so munh noi e on tn Atone 

.. t 0 , , h , n tt r. " 1 a macte, y t'i ·in old tyr s and 

ur th vn 1 ,to makP. thr>•J little leAs obviou, sac • 
t, 

nd 

lo 

ot':t'i C 

op 

et ell 

t tr 
1 u 

t ' 

i 

.,. 

r 

t 

1 u - , 

t' 

11 rt, 1 "nert to IC n n we "r about 
1 1n• 1 

her tior rtu 

l~.L t t ' lh J h ld u 
" 1 to 't d 1 • C 

1e t 1 t r 

C8UP'ht hi • 

r as o ible,anrt no on lin ere~ 
h , tn y could n lp. 

in a ~raff c J b, ne •ly arrive~ 

to tt •ront Tine but we n 1d to 

r · .ove tli 9 bot1y :f"rom the ond, a 

i 1 .. n .. h ot· - 915 s ~n 1 holnin~ tn, Tine 

o e '1117, nd the ladA were mRinly en , n build-

t 1 ,t t th• · rman ·rtil 1 rr n knocked down in 

,bu 11 tt I co tort c , e m n some DUm+boota ,ere 

en r a Tr lt 1 rov ment n tn• everlasting sorl-

t >Utti ·s, 1, u,... t 1 ,nat s oilt by th 

t r et tn 
to h r 11 

11 oi ., tro A wer r" uirert o hand .,1em over 

, • ic n :1.nt trunui ,... t rouron tne kn dee murl 

t our 111 t , ,itnout nem. 
s nt our rirAt Chri tm sin r1nce at ' illy la Hou • 
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1 J . t ~ + t i ODd 11e l,ev n ' ' ' 1 , t • rr u iri 'rt 11 tr C l b r1 air • 
' 1 r1 st ..... c S over I , re soon l . L._ i tne mud ain r ol i 

tt 1~iz 
' ' 

n in SU )Q ' r \ 1 ·1 ring I irti 10 t 
ni hts, nes p rties,t tne 'ront ~in 
coulrt b T 

,orking,or carryi • 

more ext ustin n t lding tne tine,tne 
long JOUrney,overloactert,thro h e p mud, nrt rnin, o , tne 
ae t ,an tn r. Jour1eying back:, t ' tki ng in all pernJ:1ps eignt 

re , ll-1n t te inist. o nir >U , r M t ,•o s 

ke t 
f r 
rot 

' 

ni 

C U 

1: 

mu 

1 

t c n s n e at in rgr bro e arr~ rules and 
y,I st1oulct 'nt t ink 1h .v ,11 1 l U'* m in t e Tower 
. r 11 t 1 tim ,but tL unrortunate tti is• 
~ it t 

JUt H,' l 

1 r 

C ying ink 

lobs, h ov 

u ' l oak 

! t:..' e ,~e rel1ev 

encil, 

rl 

o,sone 01 ne 

n ·tc t tnat 
e b rort" tne en<1 

tt e 1 rencn sin 
~ r1 , 1 , a nd marcned b •c to 11 ttle vill 1 e C•ll 
, 11 a very I' c nd 1 tio 1, su1·rering 

l I O sl p 

up a r1 tiltn 

inly r1u to t . n ivno n •· 'blown• 
b r · · le t, s t over tne usu··l bombardment , 

• 1 lo es,a a lot ot repair wok • 
r i 1 t~ vill e ·~ri t~ sr1 l led tne cnurcn 

rt eriol i Rt t, root on~ otn r 'tin", were loc~ted in a 
cell 

owev r 
ours lv • 

Jl 1 i 

I at i 

C ll 

r tri ... to 11 n r1re ut ,ere smoked out , 
tn rau ht pro 1 r was ev a.ntu· 1 ly solved and we 1Jaet e 
,,,or or le ,comror1 · le. n· v o ten ondere<1 · er1 
•. V 

u .; 

nd s lter it' it n· · 
OU in tt'r ce az 

01 • 

t ten tor tne tact 

1 ium cont ins a 

1 · v vere n , bi • t 1 tcin po.4.n , 
1, o m ui mor ' .. ir1<1y 'tn 1 usual, no •in-"' nat notni 

t nded 
,.,c,uld 

t LPJ r, to , r 11 l ,it. 

11,,. turr c· in ~ b,·9 6 nn t retner ,~ tn r 
ot . rch 1, ,, r et narrtly toucnin" t e P;roun11 , to tn-
une o bo rn tne train to Calais , 9.nd ' i• 11 nty '. 
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Si t1avs o lv waA pranteo into 

every ,.. 1 .y, P.VPntw 11 y rri ve~ t tn 

,, ys,and,sm rting qt 

··r~ ncn coAst, nnd tnen 

wnite clirrA or Old were n ~, ~rlen•rl by tn 1 ~ht or tn 

~n-'71 • 
T rl r 't int.enrl to ,,..i t. t1uch 1 1-1 1t ·r 1 eAVP, Just to say 

tn • t I •trrived t 'P'earlcorn jut. • fter 2T.OO nours,to tinrt tn t 

tne 1· At 
gone, T 

rain, on t ·· e bra en linP rom t ere to Ttrnt rden h11ti 

A t' cert ·•! t:n walkin" tn• lRst n1n miles or nirin 

a nors mi tra , ioh, n ert le s to s ·1 · , I cnose, and arri v~rt nom 

in Rtyl • 

b · ngin 
it. 

r oort ,.- rt r , ti .. ,in the next t'ew ays,was s "nt 

r , ov rco t, t.r"inrr to et 10- t o tne T,ooR mud out or 

e le tVP. asse~ al 1 to quicklj, · t1 on 'ed, •eb, I6tn, J 

return +o onrton to s n~ tne niP.ht, nn on tne roll in 

morntn ~ c u~nt tne t.raM o Victori · ,t~ clip • ie on he tram 

ask ri t ir T ,Rnt A return ticket,· , T anPwered,"res,it it 
is va11~ ~or R vear",A ~on~ Job I ~1~'n tak~ one,a~ mv next 

leA.ve , s sevfl!nteen montn~ ~ .y, nd sn oult1 have , ost MY two­

P nee. 
"hose returning leav tr in~ were quit "'. test, w1 th ev r y ­

on trvin~ to put on an act of ch 0 ~r,hut I noticert tne '? A.Y 

sin~in~ ~opp v•ry r 1ickly one• tn~ J"Ain n left tne stat­

ion nnrt n- s~rt t'Acert re1At.1ves. 

' ol kestone 

hour., wh n we 

er Achert,an~ were h l rt t.here until I9 . 00' 

~~kert,anrt reacni "~oulogne cli bert ne nill 

to the . nsit c ~or th ni~nt.mn~ net rt~, · rtfl!r oaradintl' 

thre~ +1 we ~e~o put on tne t.rqin nrt ~,, we ntert to rlo 

n t , ~0 t bac to our mate ,~to~ t remain at tne camp 

gave tn unoA~Y r 11 n t onP. mi9nt ~ rlirecte~ t anotner 

unit, .. 1 1,..n r11rt occ11r if en rt! nefl!r1ert •·or ome Au~r1en ress­

ure point, 1, ··, r • number ot' ri"!l , · r tnis anr1 n t,I was 

n· np ·· • ev nt1 ~11" reJoin my 11nit t A11ou •tl'ne, nd so leave 

becA1e j1At n ~ ory. 

days,ror 

r~Q th e ~ r ~e, 

nnoe 1vres, ··a th n 

tr~k,Aup>o ert to 1 .st ror rour 

t 1 .~ on tne ~enrt ,but as i t 
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• 

was s 1 in t rd 1 t 
des in tin, .nP 

' t 
11 v111 

t , t.llP. , k'in,1-u+, vi ~ 

no t, < mt r in , s 

cl tni , r ov rcom 

vill e 

t. n 

ci 

l ( nr i t s c r/1 

t:r rt d 

1r 
~t 

i t 

wor 

bo"'"'ec, tn 

nrt t x rcis 1 er · .n n 

0 

h 

011 

e r 

·r nc 

to 

1 1 , 

11 • 

rri ve<t t our 

r ~t ulien,soRked 

touEe ror tne aid 
· ~ some 01· tne lad a 

.11111., t 
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ti · to tr, vill · e 
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. k >Ver te ouc­
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ill 01 bl~in St 

n l er, nti size 
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£ h n • ' 1 1 nti 7 t i Ar .I reI!lern ered 

rl 1 • ... fi .. 1 r, r n th sue .. ,.. refinery 

nd 1 1r t. c,uch z, ner T st. t1 inP' on the 

' s-1 . ' 
1 . h ...-OU rt ' t 1 ' I r in ,vi u .. 11 ing tt e 

t wt t • 111! tn t ha" ... .. k lac ,th moon was cle 

nrt l l"i n U , T A 0 n .,. pht ck to reqlity wh n a 'er-

I n ), 'l over a ,.. 1 irt r - t P. ., · 'on e old r 1i no. 

' , C \l b1 tn < tl rt u 11111 9 h rt been 

u rl t"i,, u h h 11 h 1 ~ in +, "'d ' 
, ict in turn, n td 

h n 
, to o, 11",.. b ,. t.he t · n ort, • ,i n tne r sult that I ... 

• h • •1 1l ful le u , o · b-'in covered witn rfl!rl mud 

1 t t't hl C h d bl!en us ,o,it's t1 ao littl 

t 1 1 t:1 i ., 1-- th t count. 

C A ·n us n• ,, and I nu t n,qve n r , ling a to-

1ct ~ ·1 . .... T a not in lV di ry that I ickert some 

) ,. ) ,n nrt ~r 0 I I 8 !?Qi t:1 1 0 P"ive t ~m, · s I 
9 0 ,... :) 0 ror t >- ... in bonr'1 '< .ng 111 

t ' ' i n . 
t ti -o T IJ n•i o , "!rt t ~ rm s~ic l b,t r .. 

or t 10@ t t, ow, s con~i + . C • ist'!r,· )Ut , 

"11r i 1 • bv t •o in 11metcr,c nt 1 in-"' tn . ex losive, 

e r1 v~rl t 1 or a woo.1 Pn h nt'tl R l ·ourt n inch 9 

l n " , l 1 in 1 - n , et- tnro ' n r r,oe' n ,as · 1 ·o a ho 

e t1 tt C 1 t ,.. + ble t to b f' t ·ned to ., 'b lt, 11-

1 j t • roll 'in t - i..,.. us ' 
tne 1 e , nrt 

, ) ci l en lert on ,in som C s,.,s,to retur t:nem to 

h 1 • i 11 O ' ..,.. 
• 

• 
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CH ABT ER TTIREl, ==============-= 
.v niary records th t on 'rch ~~tn,I9I6,we were warned 

tnnt i t s a.ny s i nals of peac .. r 0 not to m· l any ' 
demon t ati ns, on r who ,. s kiri in!" nom. 

Rel ieved once m1re we ,ovect back t Verdrel, n on to 
f"resnic urt,and into nuts built by r ench sol~i rs in ouvi ny 
oods. 

To ~1 ress ror moment,T was tne Tiberation nouet 
at ArrAs in 1964,and wRs introduced t o tne lRdy th~t l s thes@ 
·ooda,wh n sne learner! tnat we werP- ther in I9I6 An invited 

myself , "' o Heri tap:e ov r, r. on th n x ~ i:\Y ~ne net us 
with h r car,anrt gavA uQ am st int~re·tir P. ~fternoo r ,tn n lo­
aded us ~ith yo~hourt to take back t o thP rest . ot tne party. 

'JI 1 C"J l y ,·a ~ now runnins,: a hi n ola · rt iry f <trn, and e 

rurtn :r 1 !!d t . t n na<i bee a hPr 1• tn i stance 
mov hA l st ~r,and nad assi nte~ ~ umber o ~r1tish 
anrt M ricnn i n tc escApP. to ,n l nnrt • 

o , r turninp to the task, tne • · tner was tr.r i " to impr­
ove, n1 v na t or tnree bri nt 1 ys,which en r rt every n 
up nrt ur s tay reasonably pl e t 'oo , t e l"n in 
occupation, · n not rillinp:etc, s nuntinr. tn rate, ri icn in­
verted nutQ e t ni r t to tne e~t~nt t r tu 1 ss or. A complet­
ely cov red tn head, prior to slee in~ ~ t ni nt,r t ~ites were 
no;t uncommon. 

·n -irte t oment, 
ith the rt arture f Col, 

ointment on tn~ Bri ade St 

11st we wer restin~ at ~ouvigny CRme 
.G.Sim son to take up a hign~r app­
rr.Tn~ ~ talion p r ~ 1 and Col, 

Simpson ~ de nis t'Rr ell speech,regr tti thP occ~sion Rft er 
his lonr- ssociation with the ~a tta11on + at he hart had the 
honour to commanrt and nad h~~n so loy lly supported through 
timAs or >eac And. tne various battle actions,in ·riict the 
~ tt li nn ha~ been e aped. 

Inclurting tne Colonel,there wer f dry eyes by tne time 
the f r 11 en er in his .honour na b en conclud , •aJor ~u:x- 1 

ton-e rr,seco din commanrl s promoted to ttalion commander, 
a opul r promotion 9ie hA i:ilso h d be n Hith tne · a ttnlion i f't• 
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ce ore- r nay , the si • t ot· him in p cti the men in tne 

trenchs,rtressed in lon~ trench coAt,?r nch helmet,monocle and 

country , lking stick, ~ s a cneerin~ si~1 t ror everyone. 

' las, ' th our ra ion of Aun URed uo,the rains returned 

witn ren ,ed f rce,so thAt tne roads were inches deep in liqu­

i ~ mu~,s mucn o that the ,hol . ~tt •lion vas put on to swee­

pin- roadR, ni s no tall popular r nd oved our song wri­

ter ( i 10 cnurcnill),to chur~ out tne rollowinP. grouse. 

1iv blinki days, 0 ix blinkin days, 

n v are soent in dirfer nt wRys 
1 u , tne Tine, on tne ttei~nts ot 'oucnez 

·n r we are mined by night,Rnd shPlled by day 

~not en we serve,six 1 re erve 

ert workin~ arties are tne crRze 

11, ve ' on't mind doing those 

• ut obJ et to swe~ping roads 

• r tn ·e wh le six blinking days. 
== ============================ 

A.ny n 1 t erved i 11 k ~ now it !'1.cul t i was in tne \rmy 

to p t.est ut .t i , ,,1 tnou · tic ir ore's neck out, ano 

I tnirk,ir re t d pArl nce,our on riter ,as sometning 

or a 10 st r~ , ulrt ut to tne, a PO about anytning 

topicl, u, b i 'in'"it • ttn rouc, •1ar eldyconcrts,wnen 

e v·~r ou or tne in , coul 1 some 1 ut our point over in 

a nic ,ii it have r y ffect ?, 11 we still hoped . 
ac to th Tine a,11n,and it rturin° tnis sn 11 tnat 

.,. na t r , e o our en~ s,~q !'~rin- from sh:!11 s ock,to 

esnil n ucney to before t A.n .. s. for ex in tion,cases 

sucn vere ne•rtrenrtin"', s ·o 1e r aac 1Ad lre kin~ oint 

soon r tn n oth rs,T was larl to ~t hack' to the unit,ae I 
r 1 t lik'e tn 'or1 n out ' ,1 th th • • • • al tnou h th y 

were -- 11 ver tri et ' • 

e next mov on .o ~stree Caucn1e ~nd spent m~ry hours 

poshir g u :ror an ir ·et ion by thP - visionR l · ener· 1, j or 

• ener 1 'art r, tnese ;er er 1 s, it they c, -, ve voi a r t on t.be 

back, ,ould in is o• ~vinu 'Th t tn y ~ ,ected next time,wniah 
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as not popular, s uttack or r qids were tne main subject. 

>ur r. t s op vas t TOUy ervans, a very dirty village, 
1th tr91g amells,but in spite or that 1e marte the best or it 

an it JOY to 'in h re a tr eh 111 r1 ,ith w ter,that 
eerve1 as bath,but tne1 it rtirl'nt need a lot to make us ha­
ppy 1 , thee days. 

r o, here served two snort tours or the ~ine at tieven 
. oo a~ ouchez,that,exce t f or experiencina new 

rorm or ener y i rescian in the eh e or ri ' le grenades, was 
re a h. ly quit • 

n·i~t in this sector,tne 62n ( v l) )ivision Joined 
the 4tn , rmy c:orps,a et on 01· tne R., .L.I. Battalions was all­

oted to our nr . a tor instruction i~ trerch duties,in view or 
their ri ting P.Xperiences in allipoli tner was little th t 

ve count eh them,ialt1ou~n I'm sur e e inad sometning in 
le rn1 u no to "Splice tne iinbrace". 

ne 3ec.or at Tieven was a quiet on ,ror some reason,but 
not un o ul r ·•1 th the troops, even tne support lines, wnich ran 

~nrou 1 tn vi l·g 1as m inly composed r cellars,ot wnich 
some er occupied ly miners nd tneir r milies,only 800 yards 
from t 1 t Tine. 

· vi1g a in to t n sec or or our ri-ht,toward Soucnez 
tne qui tLess corti1ued,and movin 
er 11 11 ouvil'-- .y oyef!"les, · 1 tn tn,.. 
i a 1 1cn sh -11 sh· tter cnateau. 

out on re t we ,ere quart­
att lion aid post sited 

It s here tnat, •ith a ·rienn ,we climbed a nill overloole-
ing tn tre en v t m, oce tnree or t·our r1iles away R. d we 

lay amor ·~omi:a bushes watcning tne sh lla burst over trencnes 

rt ro ds,it ave us a strange t'e lin.a to be looking down on 
it all,wh n most or our time was spent 1ooking up. 

r unis "ector we enjoyed another 1 gular experience in 
carrying out rlaylignt reliefs witn tne ~ront Tine troops,a new 

arN lcor experience compared to tnP. niaht reliefs carried 

out orten in appallin~ con~itions ot darkness anct rain long 

communicat1Jn trencns,tryin tone otiat unseen obstacles 
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sucn n 
unsu ) et .11 u t kin 
ther va n st t tne e 

v r Ld tel phone wires, 
vron turnin s,here also 
nee to tn communication 
ncn an,"no sold dne to tn trenc 

t t'O O!J 

t 
r:tr 

trenc 
t O ') t 1\(! 

nov ) , t.t ,a 

ton ,hu i 

occu ied y Ln ld 

• t u > tn Ti e. 
o · yst n s ror uuides or the Bat 

, 'o roe en to h communication trencn 
comi troo nd •ui then tnrougn tne 

orts of , o + Tin ,it the ~ui ea duty 

rn nem or t vari t n h lzards (meni..ioned 
bin ass on rro :1 nn to man in under-

. s n t i a 1 th t it cl rly communicated 
,mn t.r t ot c ot b , lot with t, next man, tnervise 

t " 

were 

own 

,er t 1 eh a • 1y tn t tern ,rs vere sorely 
1u~h l' nrl lan1 uaue expended. 

ui t st t P of aftu irs wa.A too -"'OOd to last and we 

v,~,vi ~ rPr. cy trt the Cabaret ouPe, to the village 
s u ois,ann th~n to ma ' e our 

1 g , t 11 ther the • , . s 

V1$1T" 
fir t Ato tne now ren-
xploded four mines 

unt1 P.r h f'! rman tr r ~t es, our · irt post .. a small anti !limsey 

'111.aout, d th homb· rdm nt tn· t follow made us suspect tnat 
Fritz , s tir1u cross. 

't ut thi,:,. time Vine pro ucen the following song·, mien 
r r ii V o ul r,th 113.st verne s A~rted lat•r,rturing our 

trek to ne ('.I 

====================== 
We are rour Merry Bombere,from ov~r tne sea 
~ill ttye,Dud . i~pin,Uick Mille Anrl r.nqrlie Ammonal, 

e ' ve been in the trenches, the ~runs to t1 elay 

From ichebour~,to t~o~,and the ~ei ht~ or Sauchez 
It we oon't push up ctaisiee,we'll uo home somertay 
Vitb erl le,nnrl Ribbons an~ onourR, 

Qmtte a lot or 'em 
=================:===== 

Ch .,rue 

Yo ,l , Pl o ' me down,tne Germ~ns want to fi~nt me 
ut I ' d ratner be in tne land where tne the ' ~iddlers ' are 
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=====:-,:========== 
t bi • 0 iinP eirti s, e're "P.11 tt fl! fro t 

. i th tr nch l\ l'J rrt s , t r ~ n c h nr1 • !'7$' nd a . cy linders, 
e CU !_:I Ii we 1 li!'it, - m't Y, tl r t 1 cnu 

I am," b . sur•,th n u '11 h !!r, vi t p; runt 
Oh, b1 O"T 11 th wir ' 0 h f 

' . 'v l ~ lC 1 r, .... r a t n up 

To it hit. 
================ 

Our d r ·t deli ht is to see Germa run 
n our opp rtunity shortly will come 

To CC\ >ture more vill ee ,rlown on the • omme 
Old it ~ ill get an$7.ry, mrt turn r , .a' nd ay to us 
"Gott tr ut you ~n landers, ock, Hoc-, we'd likfl! to cruAn yer; 
You h r ard very harct and we've just h d basinful 

t:i r ' 1.y in ussia '1 • 

--------------=-
eveille three- hirty,we rise from our n st, 

nney snout, 11 0n ~ rade' er'e we've 
tnd our neetination thy le ve us 
ith pack on our backs,juet like 

But I' h rl quite enough or it 
Ann net time I'm p.oin~ to 
Indent for a pony 

=============-== 

nad time t rtre s 
to UflJRS, 

lking C rt~r Patersors 

hilst tnese e~rly days on Vimy wer rairly aui t, the 
derences 1 rt by tn wrfl!lCh were RO oor th~t sy tem of 
buildi , up ind imJrovir trencn~ s 8 At rted,provining suo­
ort li es,and rewirinP n•fences th i r volveri erdlesa orkirg 

purtie , mrf soon the ar became or"" o · con inual 'h )m 1 nP: 
lert3,st~llir ,and mininP,rrom wnich the Division was to 
u!'t' Pr very heavily in it P t'ive m ,nth soJourn here. 

,h proEch to the irl was rou~n some lon commun-
ication re ches r mect ~rsatz 11 y, o Alley,I~r lley and 
Ton a lley ~ich vound tnrou~t - uave V lly,or ae it c me to 
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b kn n , t V • 11 • b C U 

C llri .till 
, h ~1tz · antect to be thorou- ' 

'"h 

bur t i . 

n 

a ly ~· tn such a b rraRe of 

1 i R 

111 r1 
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8 T t h t 
n ... n irt.., J \ l i s 

I) 1 :) 1 V , vt 1 C 

ich cul b ob rv 

t n 1 1 , I 

1 c t o be A·-.,·1y from . 

1 t or tr uble and caeu• 
v ry l·rue c ,Liater, 

r ~n from njs trenches, 

look 

on th 
ot· th 

t h b ::>O t ·o 

rt over end,throu~h tn, 

rr1ric ~r Shatt ring, 
hem, ·vho g 1ve one blast 

re r l l in~ tote rignt 

. r llir to tne left , 

1hi tl e 1 1 ic i n~ y , 

l coJ.c bl a ts J ,no 
erh 

1 in .. tter wha t I mean . riJ 1 
---==---------=-Oh, t 

Tt •a 
· k. , t·r 3 ry ,' ir nwert'er 1 i rf e 

'' h 

I 
R 

r r.el 
c 1 , i h 

,J 1.. r 
rh l" 1 i r.i i 

t her ev r was o mnkP ou slide, 
r ot, is! 1 ly in tne 
ts the blooming lot, 

rer- U t} r O lrds th 

sn:1rt 

blue ejys 

Pi l'" t OU rl UC 

Down t 11 J n r 

' ri . , nd t k e a 1 iki " to you 
y ur nut,tn do a ~ive 

t out,i •ou're still alive 
s tr i you come out~ine 

Th . t A IJ 

t ., q 

8 (1 

on cr,ul b n 

which itu 
Canar ou 

orr i .v 
in,som ti 

a 0 ed' 
lity Cl 

-=----=------=--
11 Rt; leci r 

to ! 0 Pi 

t r1 

rlu 'j r 

cti 0 

11 · • 

er 1 r eh n h Fil 
~er o more until r c 

t a ti or. . 
I r e rt on 11 1 J t tor " 

pan!"s o · huz ? r t· rtP.ri n 1 T ul 
cru.·t o br 1 er s , 1 i 

c~ o · tre~cn I'~ver, 

o s hortn·, rlen tn~t ro 

e ' 'i~ld Ambulance 

i 01· a sunirer road, at 
.r tz l_.y , ~o I stnrted 

t cat had brought 
tmbularce where I coll­

,o,in tne 22nct 6asua-

~r nl ctays , anct then the 

ivet anything ror a 

relented ~td let me 
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'i ivir m r:::o 1 trouble . 
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t'I t'i ·or t n I 1 Y. t day 

T "" i n"' n. 1 (J · l tug-of-... 
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(1 r1 8 n t me bic to bed 

~n ll rt i TI" i ri nt the nur . ot the 
C u n 1 I to he 
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I k isch T' e ..,.om h os >it 1, nic ~1 , fter oir bef'-

r I or i hi 1, , s ""rant d. 

• n l r . t 11 ty to 
I(' t o our V r l r l'l u i , n·o 1 rind , t • 

' I i f uy t ~ t ( 0 1 ti u i t t rcn rou-

i i t en tur I, 1 ' ~. fr t i .r It' l ive 
'Hi auic K" · 1 t r ned ot our et'rorts 

e th 11 n . 1 t ~l st.,. it ic 

1 oth m. n t slow 

e ' i. t.. l C 1 •1 in i ,trench 
, .:i r 0 T r . irmP. 
' 

. • 
r.1 ' 1 ~, t" l ~ t }fa t'OC 1 

i n ri ot' t ! e }~r-

M i 1 V tn 1t,i1uri 

b tn 1 C r• h · 'he ob e -

rv ~ i nrl f'!V l.., or • 11 tea , ti ad 

+ b 0 0 ' t C au, 1-t i es incre sert 

qn l" in or i 1cidend 

RiX ( ' \I trlt=> e 1<: ill I 1illr. i I 

or t r P.rve · racKir •x Jer• 

i ce t CU in ir h et 1 1 , ,.v l' h 1 e ,could 

, h ' J i on un ercrround,whil •t ·t} e r :J r ed, n ... 
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i t u 1 C 111 r out ir: ,l 11 t r us to 

1r it. o e ,or u "ermrn b an to 

't tn r h relpon O ,tain ite-

ley (' arn ,i I t i !l y C • tir U ~ to t 

1 riv inut int rv 1, y ould be 

l Ol i ti or 11 pot 1 
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h • 0 p ~ 1 1 ... tl n ir r 1>ecti v compan-

V n t t i, tni art en p, T mmy 'French. 

Q charact r,n,. naii be 1 on,i or, dray river al· 

~ ,n al o s ut•ered. 
r ior to tn r a Tommy ha 1 be zl 1 1 rt in or! out wna· 

h_ 3 y in to do i f tney n 1 tn nerv to offer nim o~ly 

five 'r tt i s i e. 

ne payout at rt d, nd tn en uir <11 lOf;U w nt like 

thiq, I y narcn up to tne t bl e nrl saluted, 
)ffi, I "') th utton UP 1 

l q 1 ft hi R r t poci·e 
0:f ·1n r r h iv• r nc ote protru ing , 

orm v , • 1 I ' . h· t' 

Ort ic r, II 'iVP r nc u'r ay" ' . 
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ic ,as the lad c 11 th ,we could ut up 1th lif• 11 e thi 
!or time. 

I ree ret to recor<1 that on of th 1 s hot himRelr h .re 

~ ly po~ted . ,h Jut coulrl ' nt race up t ine. 

in 1 ,with t rn tt . 1n,wnich retty od 

si" that ,e were bou -1 ·or 1 a,o: i 1, and we roceed ea 

to r in Cou 1 ney, , re lucky e ou~h t find ood billet 

i n the vill e,and th le re very od to us,an er c 

rort here wa c; tne stren 1 nich Tre could ,im, 1 tt u .n tne 
ter very cold. 

airl s, t c ·• t ure ri on rs in orrt er to identify Gern n 
troo 
every 
other 

oven nte,were no h orrt rot tte rtly,or ni nt, nd 

spell me t 't rtir to • ,ror rai~, ither by on or 

or our trigarte ,or ourselvee,t e ree on ror thi becom-

ing cl ar wnen n rrt,on July I t,th t tne t c or the 
omme h commenced. 

Rememberi the official bulleti 1 ue<1 th n, r1 wh· t 
hi tory, ar our owr ex erience revealed t'ter rd , I der 
wh 1t 1 u 0 ullible,however I au ose they ve me~t 
to cheer u u ' it orked,everyo e ,as k to joi in t!'le 
'wonderful anv rce •. 

e were ettinP b th re orter. now, 11 a eh nc_ to 
troubl se d to be tn t t h e bi 

C 

our underclothe ,tt 
ot th ,., 11 outfits ,n vicfl! vtitrsa, 111hich led t 18-

one ret rkinv th t hi ~ PWt were t ti t ur er t 1 ar its . 
ther ell 1 th mud, r f'f tni ti r r lieved 

b tr. R. • L. I. of tn 62nrt l>ivi n d k d tt. by th 
h 'r, t brou t th ir t ith th 

' 
n 0 . ... trud ed b :lCk 

to erein. 
he:r ~ a pl C 1 · er in •there on could ,et · ton 

t"'ken, H1 I 111 h ve one or a m· 11 or u 
' were then 

,earir short , ,hich e co·t1nu!d t do un 11 Pritz, · ith his 
mu t · a, put r . lt1 to it,where tne a ea into cor1t et 
,1 h ex oQed fle h it C U i full bli ters . 

c k t ,111e~a u oi p, in,I 11 d or to vi-
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1 t an olti cho lmot,., o,I he rd,wa not to f nr a ay,tte 

va rn tert but it 

waA ir tn in, 
Our P.V ir"'A 

1 rruitle s Journey s hie tt· lion 

rt . o I had a ten mile " lk · r 1ott 1 , 

,er occu 1 with t~ e ol rJ tir o!· rat 

hurtin ,but altnou5rn th b , s nerally ood,it rtin'n een 

to decrea e the r,umbere 1 tn e li 

ne r t erio'1 1 n T,in ~ ta nlac cn lled the Grau-

9 utt ' 
ere he tr ,che w. r all en 1 ' 

and c me out 

lookir '? lik 11 ller ' 
n we mover to ne ')u~rri ,ana tr 1 P: 

were t' .1 r ly • uiet, ¥1 tn e CP tion tns:it ','r1t '' bl 1 a du,z;-

out t to u , killin,7 t ,o I rt , 11 rtir several otner . . 
ow I , oulrt 11 1< to 010 1 e to my reader,if he ,or sne, 

is still itn me,for tne conAtn tin, nn out,of tne tr ncnes, 

t r v r . n ture of our job mad ni inevitabl ,but I re 11 e 

th tit ou1ct 11 ea ra~io broaoc tor tne boatr c ,in,out. 

in, ut,and it you t bor" ~th it ple reme b r had to 

•no• it for n rly four ye r. 
~eliev air ,e mArchfltd bactc to ,~ouy ·erv 1, • rriving 

tnere t 65.00 but by !3.0 we re on th~ mov,. aP 1 for ~1f1 

eer mile, rt ni i m unrter a boilin~ sun, n~t wa n our 

Journey to tne omme,on July 1i;tn startee1,but Iiret ,end ~ 
Genf!ral' . insnection,the it ,,a a c ,. t risi at 0~ .00 

movi r. otf t 05.00 a,n marcninP until about mio-o y , a 1r 

tn ou~n a rumb r or v111· ~s, n~ rrivin t euville, , ere 

t y ·or a f 

n~re 

ar q 11 t e J oyect 
q.uare, roviti P.d , I 

lly · ve , 11 

catnedral. 

11 • y a . 
re ahl~ to ~et Pi:\A B 1 to Reauier, 

our lv ,1 th 'ti:ra s b rt l ·:1.ying in tne 

tni k,by ne 2I t L ncton 'Regt,t 1 was re -

n , l:iut we were ., ed to s .e it's very fin 

•e cortiruerl our noeri towarrt the omme,and wn neve 

we re ten for a rew d Jy route marches were order~ct,(I tnink 

tn · re a.I ·,in we ,oulrt get ruety) , or 1 ield day t ixeo u , 
jut to K us tit,tnA on aP in,tniA time to euill le HOJ 

ot vre.sy, ital, nich uit~ ne r tn~ site of the battl " 

wner tt~ I ctid hit or r1~ tir~ in the old nay~. 
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~he ttelion wa · being putt rougn its pc s now,train­
in~ 11 tne time,with,it seemed,n~rdly enougn time l,ft to 
sleep, ltnougn I was very fortunate in missing a number or 
par~des through duty at the aid post,but nevertnelese Iell in 
ror some of the night manoeuvres starting at 2!.30 and gettir14 
back to billetR at 05.00 hours tne next day weary,rootsore, 
and sad,not to mention wet througn. 

Onward aga1n to Bellancourt,passing tnrougn ~iexicourt 
one of tn~ la~ger towns,and next Vignacourt,tnen on to Pierr­
egot where we Rtayed tor one nignt. -o rest Ior tne wicked, 
snades of the ' 'landering Jew' tni s time wi tn Benancourt our 
next naven of rest,where we Iound a stream,and were able to 
indulge in a ewim,wnilRt here I nad a birthday~although tne 
cake was missin~. 

On Sept Iat we finally reacned Millencourt,naving compl­
eted a IOO mile trek,wnere we were to spend a few days,the 
R.Es were building a large P.O •• oage,and it seems tney are 
waiting for us to provide tne customers,and by tne sound ot 
tne nearby bomb'ardmen't appArently tnere are still plenty of 
tnem left. 

Among the troops returning tnrougn tne village,nav1ng 
completed thP.ir spell ot' dirty work were tne 4'tn London (Cam­
berwell ~un Brigade),amonp, tnem I espied a chap with wnom I 
had worked in London,waiting until they halted in tne villa~e 
I approacned nim with a glass of beer,and ne tnougnt ne was 
seeing thinga,it was quite a moment. 

Tne next nay was spent sterilising tne water bottles of 
tne ~attalion,ana getting everytnin~ r~arty ror tn~ up on 
tne morrow,! tnink most went to bed witn mixed teelings. 

Tne morrow came and we started on anotner adventure alon 
tne Albert/Bapaume Road to Becourt ''food and saw a scene that 
was difficult to describe,but it appeared like a huge pleas­
ure fair,minus the pleasure,as far as tne eye could see there 
were lines and lineA or tente,limbers,horse lines and every­
tnin ~ that roes to make up a modern army,not a foot of ground 



I 
e 

but s covered, md, 1 t ~ eemect, ,1 thout tne lea t eft ort t 

conce lment,it looked impo·sible for ~ritz to 1 nd a snell 

anywhere witnout it takin its toll t , ,or hore ,or both . 
I 

ecourt oort was our first stop, 1nd we stayed tn re tne 

nignt,it was nere that,durin~ tne n ure or d rkne we heard 

a new eise on the ro d,outsi~e the ood,and on -oin to look 

e ,w our new we 1pon, the tan ' , moving up into sup o ·t po 1 tions 

reacty tor the attack due on the I5tn of Sept,and to 1nich ,e 
,ere t be committed, ~ne ~attalion moved into ~ne Line 1ront­

in igh ood ~n qept IOth. 

Our introduction to ,he l"ront TJine was a depressing one 

f'or,wnilet tne overnight relier had been carried out quietly 

and almost ,i tnout casual ties, when the dawn bro - ne c• e 

vas one ot' d evaatation and chaos, tne 1 00'1· it elI' s just a 

desolate area of tree tumos,and either si o!' th 'ront Tir t 

pre r·tea a mass or rl ebris nrt c sual tieR rrom tn ,revi ou 

Att eke. 

•he ont ine trenct had been h.stily du·, o tr,v rRes 

existed to conta~n shell bursts or blast,or ev dugouts· 

cubbyhole ,in whicn tro 1 s could anelter,or r~ t,rturin~ day­

light tours,th po ition was made worse in tn t troo were 

so crowded in tne tr ncn th tit vaR im1ossible to e about 

any t1sk to improve th conditions,adctect o nll tnis ~ tne 

warni tnat earl att Ck ,by the enery, e•e to be x ~cted, 

anrl in vi v or tne key osi ion or this ~ctor,• o retirenP. t 

,,ould be m· 1 1 t. 

~rtun tly th~ d p ed qui tly,exc pt ror ome de ul-

t ry snel lin, ar. it permitted ~Omfl! re-nrran · t o m mnin-"' 

tn. lin , until a sur 1·ort trencn could b dur,, 11 · t ir he 

r~nr,irurnerliately nuRl came n numb~r o m~n mov 01t to ~1 

th ~ ne v t r en, , icn proceeded well unti 1 omb ffas ccirt nt­

·111,, struck · no the r ul tin exploRion e ~mffd to he si r,al 
f'or ev ry ... hi to nw en, 

Tne r.nem was it a hip:nly nervous etate (wP.r'nt we all 1: 
anrt ptomptly tnouRnt the exptosion was the prelud to an attac 
and called on his ar illery to lay down barrage on ou li· 
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Both on tne ~ront Tin and eu port caeuilties were heavy 
one sn•ll alone, on the 'B' Goy sector killed ,eut Colli and 
nine men, the three days spent bet·ore relief was a trying per­
iod t lert arid bombardments, but eventually the tt • lion 
went into reserve line dugouts at Bazentin T - etit. 

After three d ys restin,:z and recovering second return 
was mad to the Line and ex1eriences ,ere similar tot ose of 
the first tour.It was now the I4th or Sept,wn,n tne attalion 
was relieved by tne I4I t Brigade who were due to make tne 
attack on tne I5th,in conjunction with the t nks,the nivi ion­
al front covered the are from Martinpuich to Hign ood,the 
24th moved to supports along 4111 Street re dy t reinforce 
the attack e it developed. 

At dawn the attack opened and whilst the combined eff t 
or tanks and troops were very successful at artin>uich and 
Frers,the advance at High oed was held up due to the tanks 
stalling on the tree stumps,the battalion and the rem•inder 
of the T42nd ~rigade were ordered,in the afternoon,to attack 
the ?ood,but by this time,the enemy,outflanked by the Kartin­
puich advance,was withdrawing to the Starfi h Re1oubt. 

Attacking thi ector the Battalion beoame seriously en­
gaged but managed to clear the enemy from the Redoubt,only 
after suffering many caeualties,the Batt lion remained ror a 
1·urtner two days. 

High ood,or r tner what had once been a wood, ,a on the 
highest ground ro~ some milee,wbich,no ~oubt, was the rea on 
that the enemy took o much snifting,I believe th t ihen our 
Division cleired 1t,there had been fifteen seperate attacks 
on it,and the co t,in suffering and de tn, a bey ~ estimate, 
even the German prisoners taken were in a sorry and dazed sta­
te ,but vere aware that they were fortunate in th ,tat least 
they vere alive and finished with the war. 

I had been raked in to help a party takina up bombs and 
sm 1ll armr ammunition,r1ther 
medical starf,but all 1n th~ 
a lot or tear gas eh lls,n)d 

a strange job for a cha ) on the 
days work, the Ge.rmans were u ing 

om time one wie lmo t blind 
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the sickly smell of almonds was very strong,cause~ by tne gas, 
and even now,ir I encounter th t smell it brin~s b ck memories 

Arter const nt attacks by the di!!erent unite in the Div­
ision, ·o many,that on loRt count or the number,the losses nad 

been heavy,and the men were in such a worn out condition that 
the nivi ion ,a ,ithdrawn and marched back to a position i~ 
an open field near Albert,where tne enemy continued to shell 
us, e had no cover and in tne rain that subsequertly started 
had orly mud to sleep in,but to men even in such an exhausted 
condition,the realisation that we were temporarily out of the 
Line,sleep came easily. 

On ednesday,Sept 20th,we marched into Albert under the 
famous 'Golden Virgin',leaning from her lofty Basilican tower 
and from there tne Pattalion was lorried back to ~illencourt, 
and believe me,it did'nt take m~ny lorries. 

_he town or Albert was in a very smashed up con~ition, 
ann a1p e red to be the hub through which most or the traffic, 
to and from the Line passed, e saw here a factory wh re 
sewin machines had been made,and under the piles of debris 
some or the machines were still visable, 

At !illencourt we were billeted in barns,which,to us,at 
the time,seemed like palaces,and to take our mind3 orr our 
troubles cleanin up was pressed h~rd,the Rattalior lso rec 
ived a 1 rge draft or the 'Burrs',! think I am rir,tt in eayin 
they numbered bout five nundrert,these were a smart looking 
addi ion,and a lar~e number or them seemed to have b er em 1-

oyed i banks. 
Amon them I was surprised to see an aquaintance from my 

home town or Tenterd n,he · e'nt a schoolmate but used to pas 
my home every day on hi~ way to tne otn9r scnool in the town . 

l ,and hie brothers and sisters nad to walk a distance 
or over tour miles,with their ctinnP-r bap ov r tn ir shoulner 
night a . d mo in ,to ecnool • nrl home,school children or to-d 
should not ,but I am digesein so please excuse m ,as I am 
supposed to be writing about the var. 
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ilst at 111encourt newR c me throu~h th t the rort1r1-

ed villages or ~hiepv 1 and Combles,h been taken, ich raie· 

ed our sprite, nd so we moved up a~ain to ecourt od ready 

forth next e isode. 
• h trans ort proceeded to etz ood wnere t h ground 

was churn up,with brok r tre s · 11 round, nd or 

equipment,inclu~ing boots,some containing feet, trewed the 

once pe cerul countrysi•' e, and over all was h ev r resent 

stench common to all tte trenche. 
C'.' day Oct Ist, the ~ ttalion moved in o the T,ine ag­

ain { I,. ce more into the breach), past righ - od ar , ucort le 

Abbaye . in tn direction of lers via Crucifi corner 

finally arriving ta delignt:t'ul place c · lled itch _rench, 

with the rain till falling,an boots eeming to i . ton 

when covered ,ith the clinging mud. 

I I s det iled for ration party that ni~h and we lo ~ed btc} 

tnrougt th mud,slip ir.~ and sliding,to in ood,tne eare t 

point to the Line to which the limber could get,just when we 

were e li1g bout exhaueted,ae so often h ~ penen, cockney 

voice,rrom somewhere in he rear,shouted,"C uld 1yone et 

half a pork pie "?,perhaps you will think that was'nt mucn, 

but th timin~ was was perfect,and the er!ect wonderful, o ve 

trud ed on paaainP. artillery parties vno were taKir• up snell 

pannier t'ashion,on the b cks of mules,to the rorwaro guns. 

Once ai · re e ~r 7 ed rrom tne slime like ; rimeval anim­
als and make our ,ay to tne Quadrangle,ne r tamet·z ood,ror 

the ni~ht, inct then on the next mornin to Lavieville wnere we 

were n used in tents,And still i wa rainin. 

The next move wa to Albert 1rhere we entrained, bout 

fifty men to a truck,tor twenty-one nour orde· 1 to Lapre, 

where ve detrained and marched to Bellancourt,wi tl tne rain 

still r alli ·• 
It seem, were n 

at 1 st,ror tne pr e,t, 

hunrtred ot our frienrte 
forget. 

about t bid goodbye tot omme, 

o our chie£ r ret vas fr tn~ 

wer 1 aving behind,but could nt t 
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Mhe I / 24th Tondon ( be 1)ueens) was n sadly d . leted 

tt 1lion after onl y n . month on ~ne omme,t kin~ part i a 

battl~ in which our hope had ri en so high but had resulted 

in loody war of attrition.Th men's reelin were uenerally 

pn,10 nnic,in that the noaition ccept~d bu· t ing tnat 

by eom miraclP-,a conclusion would be brou~nt to it 11. 

Besides the P-revious losses in m~n,those or orricers had 

also been hi h and which included Capt ine obberley,Clarke , 

Yheater nrt elly (Adjt),all killed,Gaptain Gamage was al o 

severely wounded,tnese were all great leaders,and had been an 

ineoiration to us at all times. 
\fter one nignt spent at Bellancourt we vere acxeo into 

a train gain, anrt movet'l orf tor another 11 eal th resort" called 

Ypres , wh~re we wer t spend tne next eleven r th ,but th t 

ie arother tory, Durin the lon · draw~ out train Journey,ttie 

short e or rations,! am afraid,caused a great number or us to 

use our emergency ratione,chancinp the wroth or the ' ,owers 

th· t be',eo our bi? concern was to replace tho er tions beror• 

anyone t ou~ht of kit inspection , but s usual, the men over­

came t t is proble by a w~ll or~anieed plan, nd so every hi g 

enrt ed 11. 
erh pe I hould expl in th t tnese emerger1cy r tion con-

isted of a tin or bully beer,six nard biecuits approximatly 

4 inches by 3 and~ or ar incn thick,and a small tin contain­

ing t and ug1r,wnich were carried in a linen ba~ , but after 

a rew months of travelling around they peared arythin~ but 

appetising, t n~ paint rrom tn bully tir had usualy rutbed orr 

on to the bi cuits , or tneee nad b~en reduced to powder,but 

these rations hact to be regarded as a sacred trust,and net to 

be uAed wit out order rrom tne ' top brass',altnou~h really 

tne tea nd supar were the main temptation. 
Th humour of tne ' Tommy' a ever pre ~ent and which , no 

doubt, s t h s ource 1nicn n • s nble o urviv the war 

and ,in, . s n,ver b~tter exempliri~d tnan in tne Bairnsr tner 

cartoons , but tn·t n could t ake ration bi cuit ,cut out the 
centre ,ins~rt photo or ' pin-u ' irl,and h 1n it on tie 
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dugout w 11. 
mhe t~ain t ok us over tne ~rench/Relgian frontier and 

we arrived at a place named Godewaersvelde,where ,e etrained 
and remained tor a rurtner t o rtayA or prep ration. h n ,~e 
paesect throu.ah Vpres,very much on th• alert,havinp he rd s 

much about tne place,seein" the ramoua Cloth all,now a big 
heap or rubble with Juet er o P'h cleared a • y t m ke rogresa 
along the road po sible. 

Tne town itselI wns a mass of broken mason ry,with nere 
and there cellars,over which, the collapse of buildings nad 
etrengtnened,and had made,more or less,ehell proot,continuing 
the journey,we passed tnrough,and out ot t~e Lille Gate,built 
of' arcien·t,and very thick brickwork,snowing ttie ef:t'ects of 
many direct hits by shells,and on to make our first acqua~nt­
ance with the famous Hill Sixty.This was a 'jumpy'eector,and 
one was always expecting somethin~ to happen, vhere mining and 
counter minin~ seemed to be the cnief pastimes,witn tne area 
a mass of cratere,but fortunately things were fairly quiet foI 

our first spell. 
There was always aometning sinister about tne Salient, 

wnich could have been a rorm er clauatropobia,perha sit was, 
because it gave one a very odd feeling to seeVverey 11 nts 
going up in almost a complete circle around one,and so it was 
only natural to wender wnat would happen 1! tnat small outlet 
was closed. 

our transport had taken up tneir quartere at Dickebuscn 
wn1cn became,more or less,their permanent home whilst we were 
in this area,anrt it was rrom here that they made their nigntlJ 
journeys,witn rations and supplies to the points vhere they 
were dumped,and troop from the trenches could pick them up. 

tter the first spel 1 at .fill Sixty we moved back to 
Halifax Camp,which consisted ol' wooden huts, nd w•1e sited on 
the roart to Poperingne,it would have been fairly comtorttble 
it only it woulrt stop r1i ing !'or a few days,but th,t seemed 
too much o expeot,and as usual it became a sea or mud . 
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roe tni 
into 'op ' tor 
nevert el s 
back could have 

52. C . 

C mp e re occ sion lly ble t get as e 
an evenin out,but it involved a 1 walk, 

re used t that, nd without a ack on our 
one on tor ever,it was frustratin to see 

em ty lorries s ,but the drivers were torbidcten t give us 
a lift,1 rticularly s the ~ilitary olice were on the watcn, 
wnicn surely was tne main reason why there was little love 
lost b t e n tne infantryman and the p lice. 

Our >ivi ional roncert f rty,the ' Ouarante . ept' worked 
hard to nut a little laugnter into our lives,and ~ere sure ot 
a good tt lance v.hen they vere performing ne r. r us. 

I car rec ll an occasion vhsn,roamint Lround op eringhe 
one di s 1 ni t,seeing a notice of a cone rt p rty,on an old 
buildir , nd upon nterin th first turn a tenor,in even 
ing elo tnes sir i , 'The end of tn p r!eet day',tne condit-
ion e it ve movin~, nd I am sure th most f us suff 
ed a lump in the throat,! think it, tn 6th Divi ional 
Gone rt trty. 

t back to the war,the next time we went irto 1 sec­

tor c lled 'The Bluff',tnis was a huge pile ot earth,e~cavate 
I tni1k, 1h.n th Ypres-gomines c nal s dug,as the Cdnal, 
10 e ty,r n beside it,this heap had bee~ turned into a 
stri o! tunnel and dugouts,! don ' t know how many troops 
it could ccomadate,but auite a large number. 
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CHAPTER POUR -=--=-----=--= 
h ln thi ec r,and Hill ~ixty on lt rn t vi its, 

f or a lonu tim, came t know tne place well,but I never 

h rct or 3nyone f llinF, in love itn it. 
One night,while we vere tenants f that desirable resid­

ence, The "Rlut'f, a fire broke out and everyone was turf'wd out 

on to the duckboards outside,all entrances were cl sed,and in 

the end the fire wae extingushed,it cau ed some 'find up' let 

~ritz hould see the smoke,and try to add to our troubles,but 

one intere ting ract was that the ~.o.c. was due to make an 

inspection that day,and which mov~d ur songster t sing the 

foll ing at the next concert, 
=======--======= 

Now a fire's alright on a Vinter'e night 

If ror hours in the cold you 've stayed 
But it's a great mistake,if a fire you make 
Then you ha'nt got a fire brigade 

~or we ·lost our packs,and rifles,and kits, 

And if Fitz could have seen us 
e'd have blown us to bits, 

But the G.O.C. made a right-about turn, 
I guess he'd rather see the home fires burn. 

----=---------=-
Once ain we moved back to Halifax Camp,for a rest ( rmy sty­

le),althouP,h H •. a idea or rest,and our's,never ~eemed the 

same,but expect they knew b~Rt,1n any case they alw ys had the 

last werd,but we "ere at least able to get a bath,and clean 

change,which meant a lot to us. 
'7hilst here this tim ~ ,.,e saw an observation balloon bre ' 

its cable and drift over to ~ritz,the observer jum >ed with hi 

parachute and landed in our lines,but the balloon was last 

seen over the ~erman linee,with our guns vainly trying to bri­

ng it do n • 
he next move was up to ~elgian Chateau,in reserve,Just 

behind p s vnere we seemed to have guns all around u ,·nd 

we rurni~hed working p rti s,"oing up,and rtown,ev ry ni ,ht,on 
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repair ,erk. 
So the Vinter passed alon elovly,and we passed out time 

between Hill 0 ixty,~he lutr, lalifax Camp,Rail y nu~outs and 

Devonsh1re .. ,ines, whoever named the latter camp must h ve had 
his t ngue in his cheek, tor nythinp: leas like T)evonshire 1 t 
·,oul b hard o imap: ine, the huts wer surrounded by a sea or 

mud,and oe betide anyone that rell err the rluckboards,as ror 

the huts,they did not so much stop the cold 1inds,as strain 

them. 
One day we were d tailed to et braziers in~ eh hut,alsc 

we were tolrl where to et wood to burn,as pparently there 

was to be an inspection by some V.I.P. were thrilled at 
this enerosity but a climax came when,atter the inspection, 

we were told to return the fuel •o the dump. It was incidents· 

like this that made the chaps wonder,at times,whether some 
or the rricers,a long way back,wer'nt more concerned with th« 

temperature or their wine,at dinner,than they were bout our 

rrozen feet. 
The finter or I9I6/I7 wae,i:ts some or you may rememb~r, 

very severe, nd although it made getting about somewhat quic­

ker and better as one was able to walk on top or tne frozen 

mud,instead or tnrough it,the question r retaining body heat 

vas also a big problem,when men were restricted to a t'ev yardf 

or trench ror ctay on end . 
nether risk was that the frozen hard ~round caused 

that normaly buried th~mselvee before e ploding,now burst on 

the sur!Bce,mtking the smallest dent,but throwing the tr 

ts a very long way,whicn seemed to us to be bending tne rules 
~hilst trenches were broadly similar, each had some spec 

ial feature to be memorised anct treated witn caution,such as 
a low parapet,or a gap created by shell rire,and s ,ror heal­

th rea ons one often became a mid~et,to cheat the eniper , who 

was alw!\ys lookinr; I'or t r ets. 
Unfortunately many losses were iuffered due to momentary 

rorgettulnees and I recall,at orth Maroc I think it was a 
narrow iron bridge over a cutting,near the !ront,over which 
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we were t ld to d h, neat a tim~, nd vhioh ~av _ one th fee­
ling of bei naked,or Aunt ~ally at e 1 cal fair, n1ping 
was ever a problem. 

i - on ur pell t >evonsnire Lin s,after a sti-
cky ) eh t l!ill ixty, t.., Bri ad e l ized cone rt t 
boost I rale,with prizes fr tne •e • t tra1 1t song,and the 
beet c 1ic one,the vinners be jud by thv v lume of audi­
ence p lauoe,the roll ving was Vince Cnurohill' comic ertort 
or at 1 ast,p1rt of it, 

-=-=--------=---
Take an .M. , ·vi th hie L. s. D. 
mhey're goob blokee,we never doubt 
ut to you and me,it's a mystery 

~he way ae they brags and snouts, 
ior they are all dreAeed up 
And blimey they knows 
~en tne war packs up 
ack to fBliRhty' they oes 
hey never see n June 

the equareheaded tamp, 
s' they happens to paes 

ear a prisoner's camp 
hey never get' Vind up' 

From a ' 1nnie' or 'Mine' 
C 'a they're all dressed up 
And far from the Line. 

================ 
Well,Vince 

unced tn t 

the A. • • ( 

n,nands down,but the shock came when it was ann­
the prizes were to be presented by no lees than 
ssistant Provost Marshall) limself. 

71t eo~e trepid tion Vince marcned up to tne plat1orm 
to her tn A.P.l. say," 'ell,my man,they nave awarded you tne 
prize,l>ut I don't tnink I snould give it t you,arter what u 
sang ~but me and my men ",but back came the answer in a flash 
"0. K. ir, vA t l , o h lves". 

1is Vince Churchill, vnose nam cropA up 
spontan ou wit,and the ability to compose ct 

o ot er ,nad 

era! an rb y,._, ... 
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es t vill, nd repul rly he relieved he ve ry tryi n y imes 
Ritn pro ie that o fitted tne occ . ion hat the 1 ds ro 

nd ean t nem, ,itn n urbelievable gust ,he was of untold 
valu t tb tt lion in b stin , m r le, t the ri t time. 

> r · n thi very r n ryi · i nt r,pro ly tne 
,or t of t he ,it i r o 111 the nir,hti are condit-
ions f j ourne t nt Line, t th r on reli 1· , 1orking 
or C ryi p r ti , l y it 8 r ini t on always 
heavy 1 d n, tn• commuric tion trenche vere ilea lon~ 
tele1 n i r s v re a menace rten n n in 1 se,anct becominE 
nt led i on A e ui prnent,or rirl, nct t h uckbo rds at thE 

bottom or th tr ncn ,ould otten be broken, or t n n le in 
the mud, t t ne ' s boote would lf f, nd ta e arers 
seat ould come into eharp c tact with th round,but apart 
from t hes e troubl s we tri to smile,and there was often a 
wit in the party. 

\nothP.r ban in the life of the trench dweller came~n 
the form f the Stokes Trench-Mortar Batteriee,these gentle­
men would appear out 01 the blue,eelect a site that they con­
sidered suitable,fix up their ,eapons,present Pritz vith a 
tew dozen mortara,and then,fold their tents like the Arab,and 
silently ate 1 away,leaving the permanent resident to receive 
whatever Fritz .f'el t disp sed to ot'f&r by way of ret liation, 
and these chaps even claimed that they were en our di1e. 

On each occasion that we came out ef the Line,cturing this 
Spring p&riod or I9I7 we could see the emineus signs of prev­
aration ·or more attacke,as all along the eiaes or tne roads 
great she_ll dumps were springing up, most of whicn were camour­
laged to look like ruined houses er b·rna,but ·ometimes the Ge 
rman artillery would 1 cate one,resulting in a territ'ic expl­
osion,and on one occasion I eaw one or the lorriee,bringing 
up shells,set ali nt by artillery fire,making the immediate 
neighbournood very unhealthy for a time. 

Counter artillery batt_ery work regularly went en, and I 
witnessed ne battery of our hewitzers,site~ al ngside tne 
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hed e in a rield,next to our transpert lines at nickebusch 
being suddenly 'spotted' by ~ritz ,and we had to st nd by hel 
lesely w~tching them bein~ put eut or action,gun by gun,whicn 

was very ttuP'h 
t op cla s. 

on tne crews,but tne German marksmansnip was 

I believe 
~ 

this particular BritiAAbattery nad been nitting 
~ritz where it hurt,a a day or two previou ly we had been 
watcnin· on of our planes 'spotting'for them,but unfortunatly 
the airm n ultimately ~ot in tne path or one of our own shells 
and was br•ught down,falling just beyond ,he village,and by 
tne time we · reached them both pilot and machine were a comol-

ete ,riteoff. 
Returning to Hill Sixty the tension continued t build 

up as the big mines,that were ultimately to be heard in Eng­
lRnd,~ere nearing completion,and so there was al ays tne que -
tion ,nich aide would explode tneir'a first,and although nev­
onshire ~ine wae•nt quite like home,the lads were glad to be 
relieved and get back there,ror a sleep,and a chance to relax . 

Vince had this to say about the camp, 
---=---=-=--=---=-

I'm irlington Bertie, 
~ach morn at six thirty 
eveille is blown t my door, 

Tne first time they seund it 
I say,"Oh,contounct it 
Just call rounrt again,about four" 
ni n at ry billet 

lilor ro ni is the limit, 
ITl here' jus t roo for four 

u tn r 'e twenty teur in it, 

' 11 n zing,we're posing 

Jik tre n opened tin or s rrtin s 

n T don't mind diecl sing 
Tne iris so bracing 
Our billet 1 next the latrines. 

========-------=--
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B 1t li!'e went on,and witn a unurch rJQY nut p~ning near 
the camp, ich v ry welcome ~~ded 0 0 ort, s ,with 
the we ther b~com1 , ~ ,armer,it not much drier, and the odd pas1 
into p:' lir bee endurable, nd ne ks pa sect. 

I n tni are 
' 

h , ter r illin int was on tne road 
to T p~ringne and it i rth recJ:\lli ,one day, oing witn 
the driver,to refill tn · tP-r c rt, ran into trouble,the 
cart tilled, · wn n ~ne driver attem ted t o mour. t,he 
slipp , ich frightened the norsee nd in less tirn tnan it 

tak~ to tell,the he vy c rt had one over the prostr te dr-
iver,! · und tnat h s bleedin~ rat er b ly,s ,h ving not-

iced car along the ro ,complete ,ith St itf ofric r,I ran 
acroe to him, nd, gainst all army pr ceedure, luted,and ask· 

ed him ir he woul~ all o his driver t o t ke the 1 Jured man 
to no pit l,some di tance 1own tne road,tortunately he was 
a gentleman,and vacated ni~ seat,so,in a very snort time tne 
sufferer was receiving attention in nos ital • 

. ome m ntns later,when on leave,T ne walki · long the 

lwortn R ad,when I h~ard som one calling,it vas tnis driver 

wno n 1ct t'ul y r cov red, e.nrt ineistert tn t I had a drink with 

him, e I had saved nis life,accordin~ to him. 

I met him once aP: in,at Reunion 'Jinn r wh n net ld me 
he was in the printing trade,and nad assisted "'.~.La,rence in 
the rintin of 'The , even illars of ~iedom'. 

It ~s round about this time that I enJoyed the finest 

drink •f cocoa I have ever tasted,we were returnin~ from the 
' Bluff',te~ up,covered with mud,and wet through,when, on ent ­
ering Ypres', at the Lille Gate we were halted, and in one of tht 

ruins the Church lrmy were h n ing out drinks or cocoa,it was 

in a jagged condensed milk tin,but the contents were nectar, 
and did u power of good,we plodded on tninking perhaps 
everyo~e had'nt rorgotten us. 

I think I have lrAarty mentioned th t the tran port rem­

ained in the same place ror almost all the time that we were 
i 

in Bel ium, o much so,that I am sure the horses kne their 
way home,this was Just as well, s you will see when I tell of 
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another little episode concerning Temmy,he r the pay parade 
rumpus. 

Tommy was tn driver r the r icers mese cart,and it 
was his job to make regular trips int peringhe to repleni st 
stores,one day the tran port men were surprised to see the 
mese cart ret1rning 1th n . ign r tn driver,but upen clee­
er inspect! n,Tommy was found blissfully asleep in the bottom 
Jr the cart,naving apparently discovered seme very streng 
'ceffee'in , p. 

After another few days at Devonshire Lines,the ttalion 
meved up to 'The Blurr• in readiness for the attack on the 
Meesin s Ridge,it was on this occasion that,onthe way up,one 
or the lads suddenly 1 this nerve,and refused to on,my 
chum,and myself hun on to nim and by pointing out tnlt he 
stood eh nee ing rorward,but none at all going back,rort-
unat l · ne son calmed down and there was no more tr uble,in 
fact he survived the war. 

Thi s e·irly in June I9I7, 11nd we took over our usual 
places in the tunnels previously menti ned. 

The air,ae ueu~l,befere an attRck,seemed t be charged 
with electricity,but ,as slighty relieved n tnis ccaeion, 
when,about eight 'cl ck in the evenin~ a mes ae c e from 
the Rattali non our lett,requesting some ne to test some wa­
ter tn t they vere doubtful about,suspecting poison,now,why 
they had'nt their ewn star! to deal with this I don't know,but 
two or us made our way to the spot and eund a dirty ld pond, 
overgr vn with duckweed, it •vas the last source :t'rom which one 
would expect t obtain drinkina water,we made the test and 
tindin~ nothing more than a tr ce f arsenic,not unusual in 
stagnant water like that,reported and lost no time in ~etting 
back t our own domain. 

Jut be ·ore da,n th next morninu,ano I had been watcning 
over a dump o petrol cans,filled with water,in the bed or the 
empty canal,when a enell burst too cl e for comfort,the splb, 
ters puncturing nearly all or the cans,but not myaelf,altho h 
it made me gasp for breath,a near mies. 

., 
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part !rom this things quietened down and we waited ten­

sely for the big bang , when it came the earth eh ok anrt the 

heavens vere split by the terrific lombardment, ,nich wa~ the 

ai~nal tor the 1 t go into the attack. on all was contus-

ion, vith cenflicting reporte,but we were kept busy with the 

wounded,and it appeared that things were goinu quite well,the 

worst part was 1 ys the number f fine lads that failed to 

return,and I was particularly saddened t learn that the bey 

from my home town,that I have menti ned berore,was among this 

number,! nave ince seen his name n the, emorial at ennin 

Gate . 

e captured quite a bit more mud, nrt rertunatly some of 

it was hi her ~round than we had previously held , but all it 

seemed to mean,to the orrtinary man was,that the next time up 

the Line vould be that much further t trudge from Ypres . 

rt er ep 11 ,e were r~lieved , which gave us the chance 

to scrape the mud orr and clean up , I am ·raid we dirt'nt re~c 

very hi~h st nd rds or cleanliness and the advised test , by a 

certain humourest,ror socks,waA threw -them against the wall , 
and 1! they stick , they are dirty. 

ext ,e noved int reaerve,in the ramparts or pre 0 , which 

were the ancient briC{?Ork rortiricatione reaching down to t he 

moat , surroundin~ the town. 

he eneral belief was that the rats made the tunnel~ in 

the firAt place,the army just enlarged them , but be that a it 

may,th rats al ys outnombered us and we felt th t we were 

the intruders and incidentally the aroma rrom the At gnant 

moat was also something not t be overlooked . 

Our irt p st,at this time,was in a ruin Just inAi de the 

tenni Gate and I recall that an artiet , on the at·1rt produced 

a rath r morbid sketch , he portrayed a dead Tommy , and next to 

him a business billhead with the neading , Debtor to J . Bull ~ Cc 

~or one lanket , Ten Shillings,which he pinned up on the w~ll , 

as it h ppenect the ajor paid us a visit th t morning , and , 

arter lo king at th. sketch,wnile we were nolding our breath , 
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he said, "Even if it is true, we d n' t r1ant t o actvertise it, 
please take it down". 

r the Ram lrts ,e moved a ain t t ,ke over a new sec-

tor fu h r to the riaht or ur r ld iti ns,tna t had been 

captured in the recent fi~h inR and y rirst journey up there 

was quit n experience.we,that is H •• company,!ell in,ju~t 

inside the ennin Gate as soon as it vas dark,under Sgt,MaJor 

owley,and marched out along the Mennin ad passing ell Pir 

Corner ,ithout i cident,and reaching Birr Croseroade where th 

guide,~h au posed to met us nd show us the way,r· iled 

t turn up. 

At this time Fritz started thr ,in 'hardware' ab•ut,but, 

as the roa~ ran threugh almost liquid mud,there was no cover 

or any sort, he only tninR in sight was a deserted tank that, 

as soon as it left the~ rd road,jus ank, In those days wit 

the early tanK ,the entry was effected through ad r in the 
0 ide-, and ettin out must have iv n tne er quit a problem. 

g ui e , . till not vailable ( . 1 t r le rneci th t 

the • r en p :vu killeo on the way down), s o the s , t,. 'lJ or 

said,"Com 
ort t h 

gape in it, 
direction. 

on,we'll chanc it,and find our own way", trikiL 

left and finding a duckb ard track,with plenty or 
. t !lowed it,nop1 we wer oi ~ in tne right 

After a long, nd heavy,slog we ultimately reached the 

Pilckem Ridge,but ne s oner had we get there than Frttz open­

ed a bombardment fercing us t spend the next half hour again 

hugging that etinkinR mud,but,as the shell holes were all 

full er water we could'nt find any cover,or a friendly hole 

t crawl into,however ~ritz finally used up his ration e! 

shells which enabled the S.M. to send out scouts,who eventua­

lly c ntacted some or our beys and thus we soon joined the 

rest f the Battalion. 
The enemy had held this sector with a system of block­

houses,or pill oxes,as we called them,and the aid post was 

sited in one or these,but the snag was that the entrance fac­

ed the enemy,and he had already scored one direct hit on it 
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dislodPin a huge iece f concrete which had fallen aero s the 
entrance,so n had lmost to crawl inside,and made it imp es­
ible for stretcher cases to enter • 

I think we spent !our days in this place,and it is not a 
happy memory ae every time a hell bur3t near,it seemed to 
f orce tne air dowm int the lungs,and make one gasp.It was ' 
duri g our spell here that a couple er Germans,bringing up seup 
and c f!ee,strayed int our linee,or r ther outposts,but after 
jud~ing tne quality of the rood thy were transp•rting tne lad 
decided n t t swap cooks. 

ell, 11 good things,and bad,tnank goodnees,come to an end 
and,eventually we made a nightm·re trip back t Railway Dugout. 
but,after two days,when we were supp sed t back again,some-
ene mu t have realized that there ere limits t man's endur­
ance,and the rest ~as extend ! ran tner day or two. 

n round that living for any length ot time in duvout s 
or tunn ls played hav,c rith one's morale,and an instance of 
tnis Yae ~hen ne or our st rr s warned tor nome leave while 
in 1ilwly nu~oute and t ld he could make his way b ck to the 
tran port lines as soon as he liked,believe me he nu 
all d , be! r he could take the plunge. 

ab ut 

n next day,nowever I receiued my notice ror leave,and 
being determined I would'nt get in the same state,T cKed up 
and started at once,but felt mucn happier when, r t last,I nad 
lert l'ell 111ire <'orner and one or t,Jo h t spots bt1ahind me, but 
to give us a god send I f Pritz rlropped a few bombs around tbP. 
trans rt lines tnat night 

Tne troubles gradually reced~on tne next day as we made 
our way to operin~ne etat1 n and started on anotner trip to 
'Blighty',just abut seventeen montns atter tne first one,but 
the period of le ve had n•w been extended to fourteen daye, 
and it dict'nt seem a day to long. 

One little incirtent I rec 11 en tnis le ve was wnen I re­
ached nome and went to collect my ration cards,imagine my sur­
prisP- wnen the ~entleman to ,nom I applied,st rted orf by say-



e 
e 

\ 

• 

• 
I 

• 

6.3c. . 

in it was a snam tnat tiey had 1ven us tne I9I4-I5 meaal, 
ana tna t it snoulrl nave been r servea ror tne Re ulars , I am 
arr·ia I ai:t'nt agree witn nim,ano poirtea out,r tner rorce­
~bly pernaps,tnat it tne '~erriers ' naa'nt tillea tne gap when 
tne ~e~ulars were almost wined out,ana berore V1tcnener ' e ~~n 
were trsinea,ne oula'nt be sittin in that comfo~table cni±r 
tnan. 

The leave passed all too ouickly,ana once 'ain I was 
bacK in Victoria tation,ror tne ratner aismal Journey b·ck 
to Belgium • 
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CHAPTER PIVE. ============== 
I foun4 tie 'Rattali n till in tn 1alient, continuing to do 

the old in, nrt 
aper tn t 
our live ,tn 

ut,a 
oul c 

r not ony 

11 the previo~q montne,and it b gan t 
tinue to d tni I r the reminder ot 

q nly brok n ,nen ccasion lly the 
sun en ne,but ! r most I tne time it ,'r1rtner utlo k 
unsettled'. 

In Sept,I9I7,we finally bid Ypres g odbye,and lo king r r­
ward to ,ft lea t,a change,we boarded a train,rull of wonder 
as t vhere we ,euld end up,our destination turned eut to be 
Arra ,where we went int billets in the St Uatherin district 
or that town. 

\rra had undergone some rough treatment,and all around 
the vicinety r the Station wae notni n but heaps r rubble, 
many f the nouees etill standing were minus a wall, nd it wa 
net uncommon to see a bectroom,witn p rhaps a cnild' c t,ex­

poaed t view,but nevertnele~s we still tnought it a great 
improvment on Ypres. 

le wer'nt left lellF, t 'kick our heels',and were soon 
headed r or the Line ain,tni time takin£ over the sector 

that r n thrOURh tne village f Gavrelle and wnere conditione 
were t lerable,It wae p aeible here to hear the ern ration 
limbers comi ~ up each ni,ht,and,no ~oubt, they c uld hear 
oure,tnis developed int sometning o{ competiti n ae eacn 

one tried to be tne first away,so that tney could liven tninge 
up for tne ther aide,it was amazing now quickly r tions were 
unloaded,and t kn away,under these conditions. 

Our torward positions cont ined a well,and ne of my Jobs 
was to o u each nir nt,after dark,to test tne water for poi­
son ,I uppose it was thouP-ht that ~ritz miPht creep ever and 
drop in a 'nickey ~inn',but no one can imagine what a neise 
a bucket can make,on a QUi t ni ht,going down a well. 

I don ' t remember juet when it started,but a new item,tne 
rissole,was ntroduced into our diet,it wae m de up of aaaked 

hard bi cuit ,bully beet,onions atc,~assed throu~h a mincer, 
which made a welcome chsnge,and coulrt be quite tasty,dependj-
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f couree,on the co ke,but what stray tninge went into them 
we did' t bother t enquire,! think they ,ere subjected t 
many ex rimente. 

One ni ~ht,whilst in the ine,I et ld t c llect some 
medical stores from the ~ield Ambul nc ,wnich meant oing bac 
with tn ration 11mbers,etay1 g the nip,ht,collecting the st r-

SoMe. c::,1STA,HG/!. 

ee rrom a vill r- e a,ay,and then returning the Line with th 
A 

rati r part the next night. 
rrivir t the ration dump and finding one f tne groo-

ms had br t up a new o!ficer,wnose horse had t be return­
ed t the transport lin s, I ,ae 1nv1 ted t ride 'Nigger', .,hie 
I accepted,and all went well until we had nearly re cned the 
main road, when the ehellin~ started. ;;veryone broke 1 to a gal­
lop,' ·1 er'included,but I had f rgotten that mounted troops 
make sure that the chin-strap f their 'tin nat'ie firmly un­
der their chin,mine wae elack,and it sta rted bouncing up and 
down on my h .ad,tn nit elipped f rward,and I was travelling 
blind,but at reat riek,I managed to rele se one hand,reached 
up and threw the offending hat aua.y,rertunately I reached the 
tran rt lines in one piece,but , every oarerul wnen Is t 
down,f r the next rew days. 

I tn1 John Gilpin surrered similar fate, n nie r mu 
r1de,but ne did'nt have 'tin iat't artd to ni troubles . 

mh outst nding event,while holding tne Gavrelle Line,,a~ 
the bi~ rain,carrierl out by our's and an aJoinin Battalion, 
which vas a very well planned Job,as the c 1,anies takin~ part 
had pBevi uely pr cticed over ground laid out to resemble 
tneir obJectives,tnue e· en man knew his JOb,reeulting in one 
of the !ew ventures th t went accorrting to plan, ,1 tn very 11 -
tle lose. 

e had several different M.O.s,and as was to be exp cted 
some were more popular with ue than others,one I have in mind 
I don't knew if he rtid'nt re~lize the danger,or just d1d'nt 
care,e eh morning he weuld select ene r hi s~aff t accomp­
any him on his tour of inspection ,one day,with orderly foll­
owing,ne plodded 1long on the top,ignering th~ trencnes,unt~-
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he cam to ne rillerl witn wide ey~d n,on asking th~m where 

the ont ~ine ·~ ,tney repliert,"This is it,jump down quickly, 

Sir", n notner ccasion ne want to inspect th remaine f 

an aer pl ne tnat h rl crashen,ju t insirte our lines,some time 

previou ly, nd which · ~s in rill vi f itz, lttougn he 

was persuaded to nive up the foolharrty venture after a time, 

no ~oubt you vill believe me wn I say there wae n keen com­

petitien t be nie erderly on tne ·e e c p dee, 
.e tning tnat al r struck me ,he ,e 't k ever' Ger­

man trenches, the pecular smell,I don't nean the communic -

tion tr nchee,but tne ones that had bee lived in, erhaps th., 

said the same about ours,but the ertd smell vas always tnere, 

,ritz pent a lot or 1 bour in buildin~ dee dug uts, ~ich,of 

course, made full uQe of when a eh nge f ownerenip t ok 

place,and in the end our · eople did the same,but tor a long 

time ve were content with a sneet of iron,covered vitt. a few 

eandb s of earth,and thou~ht ourselves lucky tog t even tnat 

! remember one special occasion,in a bombardment,we were 

dree inR und in ne er those flimsey shelters and every 

time et 11 laneed near it blew the candles out,s one of us 

had t . tlnd by with matcnee,t relight ~hem each time, ~onde -

ing h 1 ng it weuld be ber re they scored a bull eye . 

-ter some turther spell- in front ot Arras ,e ,ere witn­

drawn, nd were waiting,rumour had it,to go to Italy ,here th­

ings vere pretty enaky,and in preparation we were t ld to get 

rid o everything except re ~ulition kit read. to entrain . Our 

spirits rose very hi;n that at last a chan.ce had come to bid 

farewell to ranee and its depressing trencn wart re, vnich the 

Battalion had endured continuously for two and a half years, 

and a a 1 t I' small ere ture comt'orts.and souvenirs were 

dumped,but alae,our nope was short lived as notner serious 

situation! ~ developed at Cambray,and we were rusned , full 

epeed,back to the Line, And e ,after our hopes or a cnange of 

climate, conctitions,by a trip t Ttaly, ad faded , we reund 

oureelve ,all to quickly,back in ctien,this time on the 
Cambra! (~leequieree) front,in the ~ourl n od .rea. 
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On ne 25th of Nov, I9!7, the Battalion moved int the Old , 

'r t Lin ov?rl ki 7 rrainc urt,in ~ri de re erve, vaila.bl 

t r u in tn attac~ ,a req1ired,we remained in this poeiti 

for thre" day ,and cturing this time rumoure circul , ted that 

the advanc~ had been hRlted,and that now all aleng the Meeuv­

ree ~id e,threugh Bourlon Wo i,and n t Geuz~ceurt,the ti1ht­

ing had returned to the normal trench w~rf re routine. 

At tie time we little realised th t some f the enemy 

counter att cks h all but succeeded in cutting ef! the s 1-

ient, r tne only he rtening factor e had actu 11 

was ~he R.A.Ps successee ag inst Richthoten'e ~lyin 

who hid Quickly concentrBted to cover the are ,and 

vi tneseed 
Oircue, 

rotect 

reconnais ance ircraft when observing B. ,~. troop ovements 

in th alient etc,The }erman aircraft ,ere e ily dietingui.-

h ble itb th ir painted fusela~ee,but in one day,nine 

were br ught dewn,in arial combats,within eur lines (Nov 28th. 

~he f rward tr ps four Uiviaion were holding the line 

through the .c ed,and partly on the Ridge towards euvres,and 

it s 1 the 29th, late in the evening, tha;t ve •Yere .,rd ered 

to ve up t ke over the ector witnin the, od,f cing 

ourlon villape. evi - ff at d~ek,and stirti Graincourt 

we headed t cress the Bapaume Uambrai R sd,t, picl up tne 

main road thrauP,h the ed,notinp, on tne way,the wire netti 1 

t!1at had been truna for milee,t'rom the trees,to ninder the 

cavalry, ·1 which had had some i,ffect until tn tanks had 

arrived t cut tnrou~h it. 
Tne three tor ur miles march t the a rduoua 

but s com >leted vithout incident, ltn uP'h nirectly tn 'o•d 

was e r problems arose,firstl • from lar e tree ,1elled 

every e yards cross the road,which,for the next ile was 
to prove 10 t exhaustin~ experience,cl mbering over tnem, 

partic lary as w •9ere loade<1 dGwn wi tn eoui ,nent, 1d sec r -

ly the n turally us ected tn t tr p m>vem nte ,ould 

tak . v t e ot tn d rKness,either relieving, r bri1 ing 

u e ui >ment lnd r tions, lso worki parties, rn s commen-

ced to ah 11 the r~adA fairly inten ivly,c u. 1 C 1 t1 
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nd ere tin a din t n t ech ed throu h the wood, nd tempor r-

ly h any pr greee. 

Aft r a lull we movert n to tn 
up ur 1ide to t nke us t h fro 

road,t r u~n a cl rin7, nd l n t 

subjected to inten e ehellinR,t r e 
rurtner c u lti•s,but pr e1 
meet tt t ro o in ne •'ront Li e 

C?l teau and 
t line, br 

1mm it ly 
~ re br U1?nt 

n rve tly n 
nri P'.A i n s rn 

there pickect 
nched off tne 

ain 
n , c u ing 

ing son to 
cover tnere . 

o ur di nmay tound no tr ncn ey tern i ted, nd the 

noldi n tr pa were merely t kin cover d pressions , treee 

r ny tin t h t ve it,ae appar nt y , itn tne c st nt att­
a.eke, r., rai ,n o ortunity h be~ ·ounct t di • 

t r hurri h ~1n over, ,nich 1 rily c. sistect 
or kno vinP' ur p iti n, re 11 i n t 1 e emy ,as on 
b th our ri ht n lert flanks,an s in truct1 . were paasea 
t u 1 ir immedi t l·, n at ,h • 1 . tie tee a sharp 

nemy trols, o Yere ppr ntly r i<ting,tni· wae 

o u by the duty rticer bri ing int r a tien 

tnat ' 'co pany,on eur left,h lost nine m n immedi tly art­
er th y had t ·en ove r their sector. 

lo k 1t r 
br uno t hOI 

It d t ken us some rive h ur t o g t to our pres nt 

positi on,unaer n . most ardu us concti 1 nA,b1t des it tired­

ness we all reali ed then ceesity or reviding c ver , altnougr.1 

tne nly i rnplePl te avail ble ,ere trencning tools, ,1 n 1-4 

en we h d t di ,a cut tnr ugh tr ro te,Gae . shelling , nd 

rrequ nt 't n· t ,s' interrupted the digging but by dawn tne 

ta~k had been compl tert, nd we r in,d ir this position for 

tnree d y e, 1auring ni ht rest te t att cks , 1nd 1larms , 

enR.tcni od11 nour or l .p whe ever we c uld . 'l'n-e e.treme 

con~i ions 0•1 be >preciated wnen it is p irted out that the 

night rnoonle s,rain fell 

kB to b orn ro r nour 

By tne nirn ,v ning (Dec 

ror most or tne time , and gae 
ta time. 

2na},our N.C,Os told us to pre-

pare to evac1ate tne • ition ano d troy,or bury , all eur lue 

equipment and ammunition, a apparently the enemy was now too 
strong to be dislod ed,and the salient too lengtny to man~> 
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tne r oopa av~il ble. 
~he ,it rl rawal vas cov r~d by our patrols, nd de pite tne 

quietn es,that must have indicat d t the enemy our intentiore 
for artill' ry au port was ls i hdra.v1ng,he m d no attempt 
t harry us. So w trud ed back tne t'i ve miles t 'Fleaquieree 
and th indenburg T,ine , tnere to 1mm i tely repare it for 
defence,wirinr.,and cutting fire 
tletenc 
trench. 

ii ns were, or cur 

'ne next morning we were to 
oeuvres Hidge, rron tnt'!! 

sitions,as all tne German 
, on t n rev r si - of the 

bserve the enemy coming ov r 
t t ke up his position near 

to ue,and resume all the old r utine of tr ncn w rf lre again, 
so muct had been expected of tnie tt ck,brilli nt in concept­
ion but f iling,as so ften be ore, r 1nsutricient tr ops in 
reserv ,to exploit it,tnere was,perh p, e little s a tisfact­
ion ir seein~ ur artillery,from its n ~ po iti r,taking toll 
of th enemy s thy came into view over tn Rid e. 

:veryone felt that-the next rew montns • oul be retty 
tough,tn ;ermana were being reinf reed by troop relea ed 
from tne Rus ian fr nt and the burning question was, netner 
t ney v uld exploit their ren ect str n"th be ·ore tn arrival 
of tne U ••• tr ops. eh seen some f tne actv nee .uarde 

f th A ricans ( ainly pioneers), n our m rch · n hilst 
we wer cheered t see them,we wonderen h they ,oul~ react 
~t th ri . t time. 

Our ~ront Tine wae new established in tne indenhur~ tin, 
anrt in r connoitering it we were all amazed to observe now 
ekillr ully it nad been evised,as a defence line, nd the cem­
t'ort mb ied in the rleep dugouts for tne troops.I felt a bit 
ctis~runtl,o bee use, nt tnat time,! reeiai in a igstye, 
a lo, ,itched concrete structure, nd ,hen we to k over the 

roma 1 tn t powerrul I vouln nave risk~ a small b t that 
the tr the bedding o! tne or 1D'inal t ,nants, 30 ,e not 
only n1d t neir bed,but th ir B.O. a a well,nowever we eoon 
cl ned it up,~nd made it home for a few days. 

The Battalion was to remain in tnie position in the Li-
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in fr nt of ~lesQuieree,r r the next few menths,anrt the weathe 

steadily deteriorated,with frequent snowfalls and bitterly 

cold.Takine the water cart up one nignt,I found,on arrival, 

tn t the t pa were fr zen eolid,e ,finding what cover we could 
behind a 
laet,m n 
calls to 

br ken wA.11, ,,,e held tommy c ok rs under them, and, at 

ed to get the water flowing,in spite ot constant 

'Put that light out '• 
hen reli.even frem the Line we returned through Havrin­

coutrt ~ od via a road made by embedded tree trunks in tne mud, 

and which led to a bare field,which wast be eur camp,and was 

covered with bout three inches ef snow,and little,or n ,shel­

ter f any sert. 
~ortunately there wa~ an R.E. dump ~ome distance down the 

read, n it was surprising how m ny sheets f galvanised ifon 

strayed int our camp that ni~ht,but it was still a pretty 

grim picture,and 'Daddy' Jarmnn,wh o was always an early riser 

was a most welcome sight,in the early nours,with his mesetin 

of ' Sergeant aj r's ', ( ., ea),to you, '"nie was an example of 

the infantryman' resourcettlnese,in his ability to overcome 

problems,and m ke himself comfertable even at somebody else' 

ex ense,hut t.nis was all considered fair game,and practised 
by all. 

Jl'rom here we moved to Benancourt, and eacn nig.nt, whilst ou1, 

or the Line,at dusk,a fleet r lorries w uld draw up aleng tne 

road,whic.n did not thrill us,ae,from past experience we had 

found that the only time tney ~ave us a ride was when we coulo' 

nt walk t tn~ t.rouble rast en ugh,but tne distance t t.ne 

,rent Line waa now so reat tnat conveyance,eit.ner by lorry,or 

·li~ht railway,wa~ necessary,wnen relieving or POing on working 

p rties. 
It was whilst in this village tnat Vince ttnurc.nill tound, 

while explorin~,a woed~r ox containing a ~r~nchman ' s beet eui1 

complete with peaked hat,and ash~ al 1ye carried greaAepaint 

etc,ne had oon made himself up as a f rmer,and Roing along to 

the Ot't'icer's eas he asked ' ' obby' the c ok what was the next 
item on the menu,being told it was fisncakes h~ grabbed t.ne 
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dish and proceedin~ to the meseroom put them ctown in rront of 

tne Colonal,sayin""Your riss les,Sir",&fter the first surprise 

they ent rect into the joke,and Vince spent tne evenin singing 

hiR ~ongs t tnem,he returned tote billet much later,and 

somewhat the orse !'or wear. 
Chri tmas< I9I7) c• , we were l~cky enou~n to be out et 

the Li e At Tiavieville nd to be able, in some sm 11 way, to ce­

lehrate, as e hqrt,for some months past been savin~ up to have 

a 'DO' at Christmas,each man putting s much into the kitty 

every time we were p id,a a od idea,alth~ugh the suggestion 

that we sheuld mount guard over the member holding the cash 

waB n t put into effect,his health was a maJor concern,but the 

ni hli ht of the wh le affair was eventu lly in seeing one of 

ur staff leading a fat g ose up the r ad,~n a piece of strin 

arter concluding a deal with a 1 cal t rmer. 

~he meal,with al1 the trimmings we h~d been abl to buy, 

was a great ev nt,but we hardly had tie t work rr that l zy 

feeling before ·duty called again,anrt it was pack up and move 

n to other sector,and e we were rieved to leave behind a 

large pil f firewood that we had work hard to collect,but 

could only hope the next arrivals would enJoy the fruits f 

our l·b urs. 
This move was to the front covering Ribecourt/Trescault, 

but du t the very low strength o~·· th Battalion, th time " 

a very anxious and exnaueting one,and still the weather conti 

ued very severe causinF- the roads to be cov~red with ice,and 

s o the jaurneys yo the ~ine were a test ~•r both man and beas 

slithering ab•ut on the froz n surface. 
I had developed a swollen 'knee and the nectar harl none a 

bit or probing in the mornin~,making it very tender,and every 

time lpped m: knee came into contact with sometninP hard, 

so I rjirl'nt enjoy that march very much. 

~rem Uec~mber I917 t March I~I8 the Battalion continued 

its tour ,in anct out of the ~ine at ·elsh Rid~e,Trescault and 

Ribecourt,(taci ~ Cambrai) in extremely har~ 71nter conditio f 

at lew strenp,th,and little chance of cnange rrom th dull ro11
-
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tine,and alt ether we were t serve some Yive months in tne 

dev et ted omme area,without relief or poertunity o! seeing 

n rmal civilian surr undings,and bee u e of the short >e or 

rein orcements,leave home was al eu pended. 

This was a very trying time,and the fact tnat it was foll 

ed y th 1 retr t,back ton ar miens uring arch 2Ist 

t 26 h eervee,if n thing else,t show tne reeillience of men. 

11 tory tells of the sequence ot events during tne later 

period,but mainly it was the sad task f fi hting an exhaust­

ing r arguard · cti n,over ground,much of it,that the Battalion 

had h l ed t win, at high cost in casual ties durir1g the Sept­

Oct, I9I6 attacks.A brief account or events is not without pl­

ace here nd will recall incide. ts intere ting to tho e that 

eurviv_d the action. 
On th• 20t o arch we (I42nd Bri ade) moved up from 

nivi i nal r serve in the ertincourt area to Bri ade reserve 

at Ruyle urt, the I40th Bri ade t k over tne ~ront Tine 

sect r. 
't ilst 'a heavy German attack in the Spring was generally 

antici ated,the b b rdment that br ke out at dawn on March 

2Ist,f thou nt s the prelude t it,but as tne shelling 

incre sed however, extended back t our area,causing an n­

ber r c eualties,more serious views were t i en,and it was not 

long ef r we re alerted and promptly moved orf to rein­

force the rr I t beyonrt Ribecourt. 
ue t the intense shelling we w nt into extended order 

but tne he vy mi ·t,anct gas shells bursting,neceeeitated wear-

1 g masks d layin~ pr ~res ,but we eventually gained the Tre 

caul t /1'avrincourt oad, where heavy s ell ina; ap.;ain nrlmpered 

moveme t,and fr m which R •• • Norris was killed and Colonal 

tilner unded and shell sh eked. Only a few minutee previ 
1y news hl<t been R.sserl ·ilon~ th :t t l · Jor adaud ('U ' uty) ha 

been killed by a stray shell,all sad loeees to 'The Queen's) 

:t'or hey had all been with the B tt lion trom pre-~ ar days . 

h in! tion th t now came thr u !rom the font vas 
larming tne I40tn Bri ane had been overwhelmed in the mi st 
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hy th en,my i th e net ki11ed d b n t1ken prisoners, 

ep n,here tne 5tn Army nad 1 ,th tour riaht 1 k s 
be n cempl t ly overcome nd ur p 
erders t ov ! 1 were c u term 

iti n parl us indeed, 
i 9 ve yere order, 

ed t 1· 11 back n tne 1 vrin court ( B1u ) ,ine,and h ld it at 

11 oest , rt .. it was cl r t u t hie ·ta~e th t,ir we 
uld m r hard oing,and ere t urvive ', n t fe . 'it 

i " l 

•,ere 

ssibility r 
hil t stre · · tnenin 

n rec n iter1r 

1 ng retr at. 
t e vrincourt ,ir e German aircraft 
ur p i tion, · •i tn the eight r 

enemy tr 

we • ul 
surpris . 
rilt ..,. 

t ke ur 
seek thfl! 

QUiC 1 t 

pa adv cing on eur immediate rront,it vas ,bvious 
soon b e ~ "' ed. 1• ri the e rly tern n we were 
by a sudde att ck en our on eur le!'t,the enemy nad 
bliquely tnr u·t tne ,,ct and vas ndeav uring to 

p sition !rem the re r, ich ave u n option but to 
cover f the - oct at ite ~stern end, r nd t withdraw 

· poaiti n in open country, nd ne end n line. 
This , urpria~ attack unrertunately creRted c nfusien,ae 

in! t try etr am d back from all directi n ~,and witn tt e arti­
llery 1 r tiring nd tiring at int rvale,th eeriou posit­
ion c uld b realised with very little im ination,but, were 
able t t t Ytre ,where the officer~ recovered e situat-
ion, ri by th eve ing a mere rderly Rtate prev 11 1 . 

At du ~k owever we were able t see the serious sition 
-ve were in, •s tne qerman verey lights were t rming · r arc acr­
oss ur fr . t and part rear,indicatin, th t , pincer 1ovement 
vas 111 r ay, qnd as ur ri,9:nt !lank ··1 etill open tne retr­
eat h d t c ntinue. eanwhile patrol~ vent out to n ure ag 
nst further surpris a, nd from one sorti~ tney turn ritn 
inf ir, , "i n that 'Bu was ccuoied by tne enemy, but as this ,as 
on our route back, nd tnere was an imm~di • te nece sity to joir. 
tne mlin Oivisional bo~y,it was necirled tot· ke the risk r 
entering tne vill ge. 

it bcyon te fixed we went tnrougn th~ vill g e but with­
eut 11 lest tion, pp rently it na be n a liP,nt p tr 1 reconn­
oi tri r the P'round, al tnough it is interestin t .. 1 te here 
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th t 11 tne way througn the retreat tne en . y declined any 

night env,aP.ements,wnich nArt its adv ta~e in allewin us to 

in , rest,1! fittully,and t re r~aniee • 
0 tne morning of the 22 d we c ntinued the r tr ~t to 

arra tre but it was slew ~oinP keepinu in touch, in the he· 
c1 e ic hip,nlighted thie peried,it, e exn u.tin ,p rticul­

ary ae we were mainly witnout toed and ter,having t depend 

n rtum e tn t ~ere 1~rt tor us t cna ce u n,but m r tten 

miseect. 
At Barrastre we were able to enatcn some rest a the 1/24 

tn Queen witn th rest of the I42nd Bri~ e ere r quired t~ 
assume ne re rP,uard siti n,and so we had to wait 1ntil all 

f eur Divi 1 nal treeps nad paseed th~ougn. 
'e remained in p sition until the ~awn r the 23rd breke 

when we tanned eut t cover the ryivi ional rear and ur first 

si nt of the enemy was to eee bodies f hi tr ops er esing 
the main paume / erenne Read near Sailly,at bout I,000 yar­

ds di tance,but apparently content t f llow anct b erve eur 
movemente,leRvin~ action t be taken on tn~ !lqnks. e ere now 

proceedi , in the directien of Te Traneloy and Flers and ult­

imately m king fer Hi~h ed. 
~he movement continued uneventful until tne late arter­

noon, ne we came under German fifle fire f~om our riPnt flank 

where, l'rom cover ! some c1 "'ad ,:eround, the en.,my had co! abre­
ast of us, but r rtunately a disabled tank,in our atn,,ith a 

61b gun wae promptly perated by a unner officer, nicn delay-

ed the e 1 ng enough for ue t make Hi·n · od in reason-

able order,and where we were able to repare a de!ence line .· 
By u k tne enemy c me to witnin hailinR distance or us 

but we were ble t hold him o!f "1 tn ri!'le nd 1 clline gun 

fire.He nowever etill refrained !rom a night action,being c n­
tent t nold u tnere,and c 11 on ue to surrender.Our patrols 

w nt ut t maint in centact,and whil t prisoners were t ken 

on eitner i~e Je were un ·ortunate to 1 ee C pt in L.c. G mage 

( unctf!d) nd Tieut, 9ievier,rind number of men of 'D' company 
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Durin th 

had 0 er tha t 
/ C ntal 

tnr uh Hi h 

B rn ny men in 

ni~ht tne enemy withdrew c mplet .ly nd we 
t rt vn n the 24th · re t o retire t the 

Ai s on Ro·id, ann it 1 S 9 !:1 occ , eien t pass 

od, •t1erein"' t,I Ib the · 1visi n h act 1 et 
the fin 1 capture o the od. 
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rdil' y 

en • t m t meet tn Pm, 

nr 

icn 

1 

t th 

ed al pe 
time , 

t1e extrq­

t 

r tn 

vere 

ctacl~ t h e t l ine 

ti n ui n ,al nu 

Chi u C p ,al 

t.t e r o t 
enemy + t1 • • .G.C 1 rt tn 

appr e in thy p 

!ire 1 1 o th e ~v , ich Quic ~ y t 

l i r y 6 1 eh u, i i n 

ti 

't t h 
1 n e 

tack, 

t' tne 

as tn 

n · vy et !' il . e 

11 p r ., r s . 

r, l i d f, 

n 

wor i n bre · i n u e ttack, n 

p ri nc rturin r,tni 
t' t 
cti n 

f th 

many incid ts ~h >t 

t the t r in.eh-

in r;un t: r p 

en r b l , 

needed ·n 

V unri ubt ly n e mo nt stirri and 

ticul1rly tni ta the retr t n n we 

m1 le, put up an ext~ ert rt . 

we r tur 1 t u rec t y du d . f nee y tem 

ther . tn e em ' r ext ove, •nict evid nt 

·r 1 t t t t ke v n t . r y r und , and 

movir • r und ur n I l .ks, but I ortun tely we we e n the 

high r und , n c ul b erv most f is vem nta , 1d s 

fr t~ n n unt il ni ntt 11, itn teen ri1le fire, wer 

able t t ni int tin . 

littl p rtunit n tn r tre t c nt t 

t e 

cn ·• rc 01 i 1rlic in:r 

th try i ni t n h 

t i hli nt in ivinR u the 

ua l ies t .r 11 , tne !ac 

i itn r -vn,c t irn ur. _eiee 
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pit • v 1 c .ne r 

m r1in f t l e 25th t 

tne lb rt / p 

ut l o s,hut n t 

n t 

d t1 

rch v were ordered to 
um ~ ad wnicn wae tortun­
wit out ame tre idation 

e rily r,ui ~, n n tne •• G.C, ecti n,and tne 
un lert us, n s s n 1 ~ 1 ted body we were open 
Rau t n en , mi n t ttem t,t rtunately we were abl _ 
r in o rder,and 1 nout m let tion. 

n rer1 Alb rt c oul see th t 1 wAe under~oing 
a he V,? aircraft bombing att ck,~u . ind ubt ly to the ract 

was an ii1p ·tar t railhead, net from 1 t ran the nly tha it 

roa hich all heavy tran p rt nd une c uld us ,to reinforce 
th rr nt, herefore e ekirted the t ,n linally make Mill-
enc urt, ,h r 

· ,ould t ke ov 

t o r ec ver,re 

vere informed that the Australian Brigade 
r our rront, hich 'ul ive u the epp rtunity 
it, and pick up rein ' r ce1ent R bet re being retdy 
etail. ·or t 11 e r . t 

vere nowever, moved b•tck an >ther h:e• e mi le to Warley 
,here,t o our inten er - lief we were t o. e .n _ assembly t 
roop, rivish and ~rench ,no •er ultimately to be euccessrul 

in tn ri n 1 stand,that was to save Amiens. 
re · tt a lion h n retirert over 45 mi ee, ,e har1 lost mqny 

c 11 u.s, nd nad e naueting 11 ing experierce, 
but h k p t t .ther due undoub ~ly t the errorts I our 
o:r!icer , rmd • C. O, s wn na.d, al 1 throu ·n, n ,n untiring z al • 

. t tni ime tn . Cierm11ns wer tr u linrr us ,1 tn ew ofr-
1siv 

oc1ty 
ving 

dr pp 

t 

Pr 
tie i 

C 11 0 

• n lo 

1 

tn t ircludert tn 
tr let ry rt it 

coming on ones 

7hi -Btng sh 11,it hi ,n vel­
m n c ,and it had an unner­

quicKly, ls the epring bomb 
i rr o drcrar ,wnicn nad a p rcussion use in it long 

ex l ded bout a f ot lov the ground,thus 
11. t .r~ n a 1 t r 1 many casual-

c 1 and n rse lines. 

b binn-, 'tiy 1 c · f. , n b c z:110 e rreque t, I i,e-

night, an en ., plane,in t reuble,wnich coul" be neard 
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circ 

11 ot 

th he ' 

iti .. t ., 

l· r 

in~, 

1 

lI i 

7gc...,_ 

lly C n 

1er but th 

th r 
l "'V , ,r 

cc 

· l 

rmh u h n rit · u 1 
b rn tt 1 t r1 , kil 1 i 

h ·1l 

r 

· y 
1 

It 

tnr 
in 

1.gh the r 

, 1 t nu t h V 

but thi ti 

1 

,int 
uiv 

th 

,Just 

r 

l 

~it 

th 

t I .. 

utsid 
ir , n 

the c p,the 

s .... ect 11 

r tnr e ftic r, 

~ r · · t ro •fa 
, n r ich hit tne 

t rse, n bl ing nim· 
r,.. t tricers , 

ui t C • 

r t 1rnin"' t'r the Lin 
I t i s r, , e I ~1 t ur rr.s • . . s ldier. 

nd cc ted •,ith,"Say,Bun,which i t , e i d 1 a ai n r -
4 t t 1 f your' ? 11 , I re liert," ir ,c ur ,y u'll 

rind i ",thy had' t ne m re th·n iv i ute b 1 re Frit~ 
e nt ov r lv r ell in thrir rti ,.ti n, s u tney 
founrl it lriu1 t • 

. 11 tat rley, tittin~ · 1 r c verir fr ' e r 1 v i-
ea r th e 1~ t,eur ~ tt lion utj c~ ~ t tne re-
r lni . ti tn t became nece~s· ry 1s result r tn arl ue 

mAnni itu tion,Divi ions ,er~ reducert from t lve t nine 
Batt 11 , nrl bri sdes pr orti n tely, rtur t ur tt 

lion inn ite identity, 1nd were rein rc,d by men !r 
t~os tt 11 n r ~1 olv 1 in h,.. re rr n nt,and 
s r rue t kee tu tner wa ~ tremen ou n,a there w s 

till f1ir r r rti n of men,P , n~ tn c - anies vh had 

been t et' r ince the I9I4 a ~y ,wnich as thee s nee •f tne 
tt Ii n ~ tem, nd rob hly the main re 

still ble t c rry on ,n spite tn rle ,, 

or t UA routine tn t c r ris ~re c 

n t - t tney were 
-~1 ~ times 1nd tne 

are. 
er k r st wer• on th~ m v in,to t k over 

n , et r runnin t r u n veluy oct ju~t Nortn I \lhert, 
po 1 ti ' t whicn tn en · 's arcn otter 1 ve had l: een nalt-

ed, bu ev r•nel e he still very RCtiv in • , eavour 
to cl th o ,r lianc r r ~erence ~ 1 cect mall 
keep, ced ut, tnd ned by n or three te - , (I) a rifle 
p t, ( 2) b . . r . t, r < 3) A T ewi " Ur p t cov rir the 
1 terv ni - ~r 1nd, lnd e ,in tni ders ,s ling ty , od 1+ 
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waa I r UB t movia b _t ' .l 1 s 1cc -inied 
11 • C 1 t ur 11 t f i. C1 with-

ut 1 u 1 sse ' int in d r ur 11 t 
' 

ut r 
tr re rl s re t r ' urr I .. 1 4: th et r, ( [ Ti 1 9th) 

' t I u our revi u 111 n 
' 

r t vi .. ilmt, naping 
tn t t ur ~ould b s ttl ur revi u ne. e 

•e rl i ~ e i L, 1 ' r n ,c r l 1t 
nev h t t i 1 b .. t t ur r-
ienc . 

It nth 9th towever,th t C 1,Vic rc.t ( ' ' ) Cey' 
I r ! hi l~ne rec nnit rin tr 1 , ,. et ! ur's 

rl .t t1eI1 p ition , Incident , ly rch e r ordi 
r . r 11 ty, ery c n!'id nc 1 . iri ,n ever 

exub r t, l ut p sse~ ed f a irit t t r tn 
n . 

' 
ev r t b t d t s, C eve ing. 

at du ,in t ir , t e .. 01·r itn r . 11., I ul t-
b1 e C 11 u , L1 , i C , p · tr 111 tn tt. ire. ' 

snipi , ' •r f!lin ' on . t.t 1 t rr , 1 
r C . 1 ti n puro s s. 

t,is cc in ~rcL r 111 • 11 r1 li 
'tu n ur. n 1 It n 

btai1 

rter,retu n ni -
use - ul in rm ti r r ~ 

l t 
in t l 1.no. 

tn, 

but 
t 

tt 
... rni 

iv 

1:rect th t n tni d It tr 
·erm tficer,simil rl: n P n t 

lrch uickly overc me,and kill 

t:r 1 . n 

tr 1,l 
t 

a lrch nim, 
remained • rman, · 1 

et ni · - c:1 , • 1 c 

ur p iti n, , 
1 cl 

r I 
I t ~ 1i 

'cl C r r ext 

11 c pa~ie • r ~ 1 rted,t o b .1y t this iL'le, and 
t i 1 rm ti Jn th t tn 111 1 J r "ed 1 y 

r .111 ., b rr i .. 1 n . ", e I, cl I 

n ti 

' t rt 

1 tn en 
ite tn brr 

ur ri t · lS · ced t 1 v 
b ck li·nty,and 1 ~ 1 v 

V r • C 

,unr rtu 

u 

t e 

C '.1 

t ly t 

r ~t 
t 11 

r ... 
en 

ic~ c u 1 meve 

f e ect b r 
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vou c u lti s , particul rly g .c. s. 
1he t ck persisted thr ughout the d y,and by the 1*ee 

t rn on ag in h t ,itn r ur line further back into 

t 1 , t c nt rm ,1 tn t n t on - ur right, l ut there is n• 
ubt th t,but or Cpl,March' s patr 1 th c nsequences weuld 

h ve b en far mores ri us,but instead th attack had been 

broke !or only a very sli~nt 1 s r greund,tor this valient 

err r t c 1, arch · s awarded the 1.C •• t add t• the M.M 

and r vhich h already held. 

G 1, rch continued his efforts witn ' distincti•n right 
up t ov,I9I8,when within a I'ew ~aye of the Armistice he was 
regrett bly illed. 

ne Bat t alion vaa relieved the nex day by a fresh Batt-
11 , r • m 
round. 

n '1ivision,"no subsequently r .&Zained the lost 

It V during this last tour that neP 'l 11as circulated 
h t the r · u German !lying ace,Von Ricnthofen had been 

killed in combat near t the area that e were er ~a~ed in,and 

it' t nic effect on the troops was as 11 the war was almost 
. t n • 

T! , tour or Aveluy · od had only l sted I'ourteen days, 
but it had been an exhauating one as througn tne period it h 
r in rf ce1 elessly,little shelter exist d, nd rations were 

.r,air ve y limitect,tn ti~nting had l o taken a neavy t 11 
01 the t t alion,amor whom vere many greatly revered 
N. C. 0 and men. 

ay 
bie 

•r m veluy ve went into r et at .n el elmer , ror a few 
, 1 tn ce moved t a new secwor h undea by the Bray/C 

but overlooki Albert,fortun tely c nditions here 

improv d considerably,not only fr t.n •• ther, but the 

t 1 t r en s anct communicati n! • o however was tne d1:t'!' -

ic lty, 
o · 11 

nd 1 

nis 

it 7as restrict r t h ~ i cuits an~ bully , due 
rt h i n e rmirked r ·n movement or 

0 he l oses trom he farcn retreat . 
s an r e hardship, e th re triction lasted 
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fr e1 ht we I e and !eelinae ere o 1 r lieved by the know­
led e th t thee 1y hart b en heln,and the rutur utl k was 

littl ffi r re uri by th 1 ht ric n tr ps,wh 
vere rrivinP. and vis1t11. ur set r cq it tn selves 
,1 tn tr net r ut1 n• · nd 11ut1 e. 

The 

se m n 
eric i:: n• ,in t 

robleme ir e • i np; the rn e 1 v 

t 1 

unr cces 
,did CU­

rily,which, 
n r 

bardr 
· 11 

cc ~ 1 n, hen the· h left 
t 1·r , tne r , y,and c u in 

s ri n11 c sualties. 

1e r in , e rt 1 avy bom­
u, nd th OJ ining Batt-

.., 1 e was a .1e ing howev r, nd with the we ther till imp­
rovi , 1d enemv ,ff ensi venee"' t1 ecre· 1 , ur out l k bri .,.nt­
ened c ·id r bly, nd s we p . sed n int July compl ting 
t ur ov . r th ~ ec r,ext nrling t r y. 

e 1 feund,with the influx • 1 rican tr p, ind the-
ir hi?t r tes f pr y,our cant n- re bare,b1t 11"ter & 

bit r" nin this wa.s p rtiall •· c rrect ·, except th .t the 

rice r met thi· as be~ n to ri e by d eur means.Our basic 
•ay, hich,for he ver ritish memmy · A,At the begining 

or th w r,on enillin per day,h d nly crept,very lowly,u, 
t tw ehilli as per d by I9I7, lt • u~h there er me Rli­
ght rtniti 1" r pr riciency etc,h1t iY far from suffic­
ient t m t nor ql needs. 

"' e et . ici ft itish ·r , h ften been lauded, 
butt , larina inequ liti s r ay seldom realised,particul-
arly n ancillary tr ~,such s otor 
were irt three times as much,but de pit 
zin~ thi th t,right t the end r t h 
int" r.trym . r a uch th-- t n c uld si , 

et a bob a day 
And t ey c 11 it Army pay 
u t w rk, ork, ,rk 

14' r ev"' re. 
==========--==== 

Ai e 111 c rry ~n. 

~ransport orivers 
thi~ it as an ama-

1 r, ne humeur ot' the 

t ~ ti1e wn n the U.S.A. rmy s '1"1n ing it's 
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f et' !urtr 
ri I• 

Be. .~ 

~ utt~, nd n th 1 t ,"I'd ive my 
t 1 T' ", I r lied, "Y , id after a menth 

eu ulrt r l !l' l , , 

din . e . t , e t b t 
teri g th 

?. 
t'" n ,t get ut",why 

we t 

lace, nd 
us 1" 

r 

,e h r 
here I t 
t ok 1 

r t i '1 

C 1 

t 

'"' U t , C r r rv (July I9 8) and s 

111 · r 1 ,a v ry cl ana ttr ctiv 

e id,mic nisn Flu, ,nich kept 

ich r SC en tt,. id 111c ubsided 

ti Q rt n bl 
lri 

t 

c~ ~m t r mine,1 

vi , h-1 e ''T' ys' , I 

1t envy id ' t c 

r :1.ni ,d md. 

·he "'ank C rps,nho 

illed wit , •,1iration 

it. k, 

,.,ri h d n b 

1 t 
~ ert t tt camman<i r tne 

tt 11 n, 
itud 

, r t experi ice very 

im,in nemancti , extra drillinP-

1 1 tt re, • aki the - n extr ly b C 

uneymp t tic att­
turr ut s Hhich 

disgrun .led. 

red l' v 

the B. 

thev 

• nn 

ale · 
pint 

usei 

t 1 ti "" he ' .t 11 n r ceiv rl ~rar 01 r ur nun­
rev r • , lcome,but 11 ,. 

re 

ei t 

11 e 

n year, 

rt t the C SU· 1 ty 1 tuE tion h 1.d d ne to 

ee tn e youn~ ,tere ent as reinrorcer nts , 

rt e1e s ve tit nd keen to d ~hei part . 

July, move~ t tne 1 i t the Aust lian C rps 

T' h r m~ny ine extmpl e r their high mer-
irtt,t uble ~o- e e n n . trol ar , strong 

1 r t nd r tt , 1cect nro t ,, by t.ne 
t e tt c b tn m en the 8t.t t· Augu t as a 

r, et r iec r ni r i n ~ ex cuti • 

n ticed, it en 11 h ve en er us,tn t tne 

Germ ,ere h in~ t 1rp~ev1 e in m ny things, or inst-

ance,L s 

the vari 

t th • trench s we ' t ok over'we were struck by 

c lour o the s~nctb ,whicn,on cl ser in pect ion 

h t tn y · re macte trom' '1 u1 in's' ld skirts etc , eh 
pa er 1 

b A 

l bin u r r sandb s,banda ee , n ree nose-

bl C 

raw 

d m ,ny th r thi~g, ,hicn strong evidenc tnat tne 

uccsedi 
trials . 

,1 ere tin .. s ri u rn rt e of 
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Corby 

t 
ttac 

can 
n le, n 
jut a 

ug,22n,, e er 

d) tt ck hich 
t o te ces 

8:S c., . 

i nv l v 
s the 

i r 
r. t tr r m 

i th 

h 

t t T 

,in t n 
tly 

if a 

t 1 a G rm n ' Ol rj i ,..r 
11 hi 

pr u p ot turl r» ts had b""en 
N 11 run 

' 
d s I 

l ppy V 11 y (Bray/ 
cti n that 

was duri tnis 
hin "S t ll lla 

1 y ir .. 1 shell 
ut le 1 e hi 

a l cture , 
(1 t t word 

'I PIY' 1itt in. 

n1 l r-\C1 V r ced o di t n"e in c .. jt 1cti n ,1 th 

Tank 

prep .r 
rtill 

whic w 

one 

lh t h 

wh ol t 
n w 

pil 

and it 

r d u vnl y , urea u lti avy ev tt u n 

ion l r tnis attack · hi nly >r ised, i tn T :nk 

ry,,nct C·v lry on han t ex 1 i t. e breakttr ugh 
s quic ly chieved. 

pac~ the bre kthrough wa n , ccelJr 1ti1 and i n 

ur ~ rcnes,in pursuit 
been the T l 11 

,r 1l b n 1 .velled t 

passert t r i . :h p 1e where. 

s Just bi er ter , in ract , tne 
tn ·run , a littl further 

ci German cemetry, ner, er t-r nc hue 
c ·1n s et eked. 

b r~n 7ere one r the biP' a r in tn d 3YB , 

on c se ,e h 1.ct be n r win~ r lrom ·1 c tain well 

r rt t y. ,wh n the , ine re rti c rea ~el y o mine 

h lf ' ·y d Nn it,t sting water fr pcis n al o kept us busy , 

and timeR, 1t'ter lon.g march, a.lt10 t bef re we k taken 

ur pack r , th n Jutant wi,uld trot un n his r1orse , to en-
ire if t as us~ble. 

""n , 'Caug t Yith his p t down ', is qui t e a 
C I!!' 11 sayi t I had not: h ard it Wh nit h 1 ened t 

"' t t1 C .n f thP Ti ne t ni ,. ht b · re , and •ere h ,u-
sed i t ut ,it ju t ft T' daybr t t ~t I h d t answer 

C 11 I' n 1ture, nrt m my 1y t o t n latrine , tni was tne 
usual t yp , 1 , ith ~ l•w nessi n s1rr•und , suddenly ,l o ki n 

u , I a 11 ri tz pl ne king 1· r tn8 c r , 11 tn gun R blazing, 

I dsr 't kr. if I h 1 th rec rd for ' dju tin~ my dress ' but 
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B4e, 

it ' ' C nci ' 
ct I rii ved i nt t n n e rest 

sn 11 1 ' 
ee I i n C pnn Y' wnen I 

t u 1 n :r.l ki r ~1 11 r sn lter in 

1 

1 b bet ( ,. I wnich t k t.ne to) 

f n t 1 ic t e , r l P. pi ) nd used 

1 "11 ,bllt t e nly C SU lty " m n s li~nty 

hou I u t i t hie r e rt, n he ret1r ed t• 

b Re, t ld t n trut . 
n t 

tt· 11 r 

bi eve t tne tt, ck at ,ille, f r icn tne 

ru hed t the cene ~ri z r rted t be 

r tiri 

rath r 
ionn 

in J"l 

Vl, 

im 
i rst 
e r • 

the 

it . 
in 

t 

n t r 

tn n 
he preeour 

nt t 

nri 1 

wer 
ct ic 1 

f 

n tr• 

tnen 

t ft 

in t i ctien th t 'D' uomp ny u!fered 

tinP' th n my e 11 n. t • in ucn act-

i r. ao lnier i 'n see much ense 

t J cl:C, =h n t e in back, 

b ~ mile y. 
rementi n ttack liberBted tne 

Lille, we had th nonour r being tne 

p s tne inhabitants h~d een ter about four 

ithrtrawn tc, tne 

re billetert in 

utskirt of the town,a.nd 

cotton tQctory,rrom whi-

n ' 

removert all the machines. e spent a few 

olieh' and then,with the band gin~ rull 
eh th 

ays 

blaAt 
eh eri 

Th 

n eh t e well ut, marched tnrough Lille, midst 

er A, th t,I eu p se,wa.Q ur moment 1· iory. 

ph t of tnis ev nt P~ red in the Illustrated Lon-

don 
n I P 

tne c 

rler 
~nd I 
u 1 

,tn re 1. ls a c in the ReP'imental Rietory,and 

ri 1 r u eum. 
1 ,_., rch d t .ttention pAst the saluting bAse, in 

t r r the t n , 1 t e ,,. arch t e se' and tne remairi­

j urn , ~ c rried out ~ith a lijtle more !reed m 
tne r nke wer r1e+.im brtken by the enth-

u ce. 
bill t t the! rend r the ~own,in the nous 

of a ~r nch lady,wn .nad been m rried t an Irisnma ,whilst 



• 

e 
e 

. 

85" C. . 

we II r tnere,her n C m ri vi it her, nd it vas 

chir. , e rele , etc.: i nter tin e tt 1p 
! om h., ;, r th .y ha1 b tn G rman 

t t 1 ked 
h t . e t r,..nt t r "' r n had. 

ed t tn rmct b eye ,wnile,wn t I .n Bri ti stl 
nad eyee but bad t eth,so,! u eumm us up. 

en ,ere 

enemy, n 
s• rt 

n our 1 r 1 r or 1 ng,and 
ain,in pur uit r tne 

re not all ,eat reQt 
back in the ep n country 
hart f · llen back . ome di t nee, t ne Divi ion nad 

were n 

turni 

ut p tr 1~ t tint t en 
~ in.a tnrou"'h 

:tields,we re bl 
s cultiv t 
t try 

V tu r r l•!lve 

:r ou rt we 

ly t 1 I 
time, r: rty r ua lucky onee 1 rt b c t o ~111 ,rrom 
wh,..re were n runninp:, •1e rri v t t h , ti n r un 
mini nt, nrl,th• ~e~n n th r h 1t r 
all o" t 1$nd tn niP'ht in tte c cne 
in th i in. e k n +hi~ ne tP,r,tut 

:>rnir1 1• re rou ri h terrific 1 
of~ br is r l ling on the r t r the c . en 
t rir t: t a del ted r.1in h d bee l ce~ 

V 11 
f 

bl ' ' 
tr i n 

3.3 0 
t 
er 

re 
t l ing 
t h next 
11 l ir.d [3 

bl cut 
11ne 

c nv ""' ed,ju!'Jt out id,. the t ti n,it rt ex 1 r1 t1 ma~ing a 
large crater th~t h d t b,.. brid ed ev r b t re our t ain c~u­
lri et y. 

ell, 1 t · re n the ve ri rt ·t r t ual us 
· nd d ·me,reachect ·ncrland nee m r • 

I mRint in th t I picke~ the h t. l ce t hear t the 
Armistic I · s enj yin~ l V-in e omP- r d hed 
int he be~r om t elev,... ,th t m rnin~,hurst.in witn the news 
it t k uit a time t ~1 ,k in,it dirt' t en r sille,but 
th•re 1 

' t l~et. 
li'ourte,.. rl ~y p s 

' 
nrt Viet ri St ti ri no .... a, in,tne 

parti l"' h d lost s tnin" of t.neir p tn s, tn y tney 
J ck · u ched e q ii te rd 1, 
tn y ck ue int campe,and fe11 us .nard bi cuit!!,, one t t1i e. 



• 

e 
e 

S6c... 

tou · er lad deman ed t see tne rderly f!icer, and when he -
a peir 1 n lt ~ 11n tn a! re ai • bi cuite,in tne end 

tney ~n u~nt tne bet thi wast 
le c. li th t t 11 .n 

Allouat"ne. 

t, I 1 

ur ! 

r us, and !le were 

ourite vill · e or 

Tt e ti , here va bPe t · yi , , t a nise games ot root-

b 11, b iz , tc, ..Ile e!'I rt v d t 1rd enucati n, 

but r ne emed t h ve much h r t i1 their work,wnich wae 

under tanrlable, s • e or tn 1 s rel their cnief concern 

wae t et back ti tneir tamilies. ~rt r ucn leng ime, 

· ld st : 1 f in e place tor m r tn n ay r tw•, 1 t vae 

d itficul t t 1 

th 

settle dewn. 

1 . C 

mi a1 r t ly fer 

01 ue did, tr e 

imbled n :r r d eJJ 

cedure, I t 1 t 

r UI r r le ve 

demobil tin Vl 

trmy · ve me on 

b : , ana at t r • 

wait r r myna 

and w 1 1 , , ur t i l s • , n una , ed e f n lm• 

ing t rind out vh , t a wr ng, 1 und 

in 

n in 

t'ir 1 

,e were iven p r 

n~land,wnicn meat 

kick. I w s eent 

tnr~ugb all tne pre­
t be calle~, I waited 

!'all· 1 benir , de . k,and I mi-1,t still b 

nact been c lled , tnen, 

n t r11y i i.per had 

waiting tnere now, 

tn early milk trai bu~ v J~uRlly I t ff in tim t c ten 

t u,Bnce i1r a rree man. 

An< nd - !our and anal ~ ·er 

g iDd bad tim s,I rat tne bi ;gest 

riendsnip of some ine pe,ple,a 1 e r 
a r l i rien to-day. 

! tr ngly mixed, 

in I made was the 

1 1a I can still c unt 
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APPENnIX ========== 
TQN1) C. 0. DURI l T1 , 7 AR. 

================================= 
Lieutenant-~~neral Sir Charle 

HIS nrs .. n SSAL =============== 
ni ced i n 

rt r Diee br d . 

ur t Victory. 
================= 

Tbe m n h c mm nd a "Diviei n c mp d tire f L•ndon­

ers duri the w r, ~ieut-Gener 1 ir Ch rle Bart r is repe­
rted t hAVe di in nur ina horn~ in Madrid when n; was 
t ker 111 11th pneumonia. Sir !Jh~rles 'Barter conmmd .d th• 

47th merritori 1 l)ivisi n f'rem I9I4 t I9I6,but ·1 ummarily 

diemi s tter th c ture ef Hi h • ed. 

Spe king t dinner in henour ! the Divi 1 n tter the 

Armi tice,he said:, I was eh r~ed with nton wa t f tne 
men entrusted t my command at the b attle f the Somme.I re~-
udiat 
led t 

1 ns 

tn t cnar e with indi~nati n, ~he measures t k n,wh1ch 

t his 1 s v re eitner in opp eition t my r· reeentat­

r I vas not responsible fr them. I ~ diemi ed at an 

hour' n tice,with iegrace from my Divisi n, a Divi in whi­

ch I h trailed, and ,nich I had b en s proud t lead in 

every ucc ss. I was diemie8ed at ~n hour f the t brill-

iant cnievem .n ot tne D1visi n,the c ture t ign Weed 

Nhich ev ra.l ther Di vi i nr, h 1d m e !' til tt ot t take 

I thin·k it is unexamnled in mili t . y ni. t ry th t a mil­

itary comm n er~ ould be nis ced in th n ur •f euccftss of 

the tr p s under nis command without ny ttempt at investig-

ati n. The eh r~e of h~vinp been re n ible !or the iaelese 
s cri,ice f lives f those under me, e, I maintain,a cruel 
and utjust accusation. 

immediate ape 1 for investi~ tin wast tally igner­
ed • Successive nroteste at home h v met with the s me fate, 

I have even been refused orfici 1 in! rm tin rel tin t sup­

rior rd lr .nd materinl facts c nnect~ct witn the er·tiQns 

in u tin which re n cessary t the r,roR cutien f my case~ 

The ao ~tan Irish clergyman, Sir Charlea unmarri,"' 
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nd fir 

t t: 
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I n 

I}I4,tr 

i .o; it 
'h 

1' 

'l"n 

re c1 l 

i na t 

1 p 

1 

88c... . 

n rvi ce · i t r, A nti ' editi n n th n 
X ~i t i n,IR97-qB,h i n Men i ed i n i tch-

t lfric n · r h J und at orld er River 

ppoirt d t C 1m nrt ne 47 n )i visi n in Sept mber, 

i n it, n t k 1 t 'ra ce in 0 rch,I9I5, command-

t tub rt n 

n it re ieved .. ne ll'rencn I8tt ivisi n t T e in J n-

r c c;nnmand er, n eneral Lefevre, 1 • 

re t nir tion fr the nannc r 
Ji i ien nad be. or king durin 

================ 
} av~, T sea. 

n vy , inc irr 1t '1 

, 11 r ttitr' JUC1 ment,t 

te t Bsrter expre s­
in vAich every servic 

the relief perationJ. 

in~ Jt. , er,I9I6 

rtunate n ci ion, 

ic tl ,tron Jr eat at t ~ ti e, .,..eu· r~i l"" the 

t· t h tank in th,. '11vi l e • 

C th t 1! ,h t nk , v 1c re th 

r t1 t 'tit1e,ha been 1 cert ut in e t n "'o 

1 e 1pl yed 

,.. , t hey ·rnu­

try 70Uld 

i tance. 
lrl . n v b n h lrt up '\S .th y 

t · V , 1' e t b l i , to tt ck i h t 
tt in 
till ry 

G- IJ .. JAR.. vt 5 . 
~4. J....,rn .. £HAl/l:N 1._ANe. 

/-lt:i~S HA1-r 

S ;,< . 
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