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11 Nov 1914. Left C.T. 8.30pm attached to 7th M.B.F.A. Maj. Usmar and 
Capt. van Coller. Took valveless on strength of unit. 

12 Nov 1914. En route. 

13 Nov 1914. Arr. Bloemfontein about 2.30pm. Reported at Tempe and 
put up at Maj. Usmar's. Speedometer on car 23-50. A fair number of 
wounded came in during the day with Civil Hosp. 

14 Nov 1914. Spent day in completing arrangements. Usmar took over 
Civil Hosp. in morning. I went in car to visit various departments to 
secure our mules, wagons, harness, horses etc. The only trouble was 
absence of amb. wagons. Not one to be had. Saw wagonbuilder in regard 
to conversion of light wagons. Afternoon at Hosp. taking over wounded. 

15 Nov 1914. Sunday. There are altogether over 60 wounded and 14 sick 
now under our care so we have our hands full as all the proper 
machinery for correct routine has to be set in motion and at the same 
time our Brigade outfitted. After tea visited the Nat. Memorial to 
women and children who died during the war. Fine simple st~ucture. 

16 17 Nov 1914. Had a busy time. Warned in the morning to expect a 
considerable number of wounded, from a fight at Virginia near 
Kroonstad. The day was spent in clearing the Hosp. of all those who 
were fit enough to travel or be sent to Convalescent Hosp. Van Coller 
went over to Tempe to open the Military Hosp. there for Convalescents. 
16 wounded arrived about 9.30pm. All were serious cases. One had been 
shot through the abdomen and was obviously dying from internal 
haemorrhage. I operated but it was hopeless and he succumbed about an 
hour later. Turned in about 1.30am. Today (17th) heard something of 
the fight at Virginia. De Wet with about 1500 or more men tried to 
capture the railway station which was held by about 250 of our 
fellows. They held out pluckily until reinforcements and an announced 
train arrived. The wounded men said the rebels were very badly armed. 
They were using all sorts of weapons even shotguns and had very little 
ammunition of any sort, but they were all splendidly mounted. A man 
named van Niekerk, one of the rebel leaders, was brought in today. He 
gave rather an interesting account of how he was wounded. It appeared 
that he saw a body of men advancing consisting of about 1/4 the number 
of his own troop. As they came up he recognised Col. Toby Smuts, who 
had mistaken his (van Niekerk's) party for his own side. As soon as 
they came up van Niekerk drew his revolver with the intention of 
ordering Smuts to surrender, but as he raised his hand Smuts' son 
recognised this mistake and fired at him at 20 yards. The bullet 
passed Just above his heart but does not appear to have done much 
damage up to the present. This occurred at Mushroom Valley where the 
first lot of wounded came from on the day of our arrival. This evening 
Col. Brand was brought in on the announced train suffering from acute 
appendicitis. He did not get to the Hospital till after midnight of 
17th/18th. We found it necessary to operate immediately. He is bad, 
as suppuration has already taken place so that the operation resolved 
itself into clearing out the abscess cavity and putting in a drain. 
Col. de Kock operated. The latter was at the Diocesan College with me 
in 1890 - 1894 and I had not met him since those days. He is A.D.M.S. 
here. Col. Brand's loss will be mu~h felt as he is in command of all 
the Free State forces and a very capable man. His condition is 
undoubtedly very critical. He was brought in by a young medico called 
Swanepoel. Swanepoel was captured at Mushroom Valley and retaken later 
on by Botha. He said he was attending some wounded when he noticed 
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that a flanking force was coming up, his own troops having already left 
the area he was in. He did not bother as he supposed the rebels would 
not interfere with him. He was rudely disillusioned however when he 
found they were firing at him. He said that they continued firing 
until they were within 15 yards in spite of the fact that he was 
unarmed and bore a red cross on his arm. He said he expostulated and 
pointed at the red cross, but they only called on him to hold up his 
hands which he refused to do as he said he was a non-combatant. One of 
them fired at him again at 15 yards and missed him at which Swanepoel 
called out if he fired again he would give him a thrashing. Swanepoel 
is 6 ft 3 in. and broad in proportion so how they missed him I don't 
know. He said that the rebels were armed with all sorts of weapons 
including shotguns and even airguns. Most of their ammunition is 
sporting, that is to say the bullets are of the dum-dum type. The 
rebels are also wearing their defence force uniforms and also have 
adopted the white badge on their left arm which our troops had . been 
ordered to wear in order to distinguish them from the rebels. They are 
looting and destroying all the farms of the loyalists and even wantonly 
destroying the thoroughbred stock and imported cattle and sheep. I 
think the rebellion cannot last much longer as they have no ammunition, 
and in the great majority of cases I don't think their 'hearts are in 
it. 

18 Nov 1914. The days are pretty full now. Having been up till 4.30am 
with Col. Brand, we had to be at work again in the Hospital at 9.00am. 
Among the last wounded (16 in number) 7 have shattered thigh bones and 
5 smashed elbows. The wounds are very bad owing to the use of dum-dum 
bullets. We extracted a dum-dum from one case this morning. I have 
made friends with an old carpenter who is making wooden splints for me, 
and is much interested in the work. I have sent a night wire to Lorna 
today for her birthday tomorrow and Binkie's on 21st. I hope these are 
the right dates. I never can fix birthdays for some reason unknown. 
We have heard today that we are to get 3 motor ambulances instead of 
the ordinary mule wagons. 

19 Nov 1914. Had the first good uninterrupted sleep since leaving home 
and enjoyed it much. The air is so dry and bracing that in spite of 
having very little sleep - which usually gives me a head - I have never 
noticed any discomfort and feel very fit and well. My chief work at 
p~esent is devising splints in shattered arms and legs. The rebels are 
using dum-dum bullets which break the bones up very much. This makes 
it hopeless to wire the bones and the only chance is to get really 
rigid and yet comfortable splints. The old carpenter I have struck is 
working well; and the splints he makes are proving very satisfactory. 

20 Nov 1914. Had a fairly quiet day, by which I mean that nothing very 
unexpected turned up. The whole scheme of life is so changed. One 
does not know from hour to hour where one will be next. Everything 
lies ready for an immediate move to any required destination. Tonight 
i& our first mess night and we are inviting Mr (Jan) Steyn, brother of 
PYesident Steyn, and President of the National Hosp. Board of 
Management, and also Col. de Kock, A.D.M.S. of this district. 

21 Nov 1914. This is dear little Rhona's birthday. I have wished her 
pretty little photo many happy returns, and picture her toddling around 
with her sturdy stride and voluble flow of conversation. Our dinner 
went off well and being the first official dinner of our mess every one 
present was made to say a few words. This morning I had orders to 
proceed to Senekal with one of the ambulance trains and went to the 
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station, but found on arrival that a train had just gone from Kroonstad 
so I had to turn back. There has evidently been more fighting up that 
way. Yesterday 6 wounded rebels arrived. I never saw a more wretched 
looking lot of fellows. The absolute scum of the country deluded no 
doubt with all sorts of promises and the prospects of loot. 

22 Nov 1914. Last night we had a very interesting account of the 
Mushroom Valley fight from a Lieut. ~raser, one of Sir John ~raser's 
sons, who took an active part as one of Brand's commando and was 
wounded. He had a very narrow escape. The bullet passed through his 
left arm, then through his handkerchief pocket without further wounding 
him. The same bullet then passed on and struck the man next to him 
passing in below his left arm and finally lodging in his spine at the 
level of the 9th vertebra, where we can see it with x-rays. The 2nd 
man's name is Lieut. Coetzee. He came off worst as one of his legs is 
paralysed. However both are getting on well now. So far the papers 
have published very little about Mushroom Valley, so some account of it 
will be interesting. It seems that Col. Brand's commando was given the 
billet of following up de Wet while Botha and the others went to other 
parts to cut off his retreat. Col. Brand had about 1300 men in his 
commando and carried out a very rapid Journey, in fact they only rested 
for an hour at a time for nearly 3 whole days and nights. At the end 
of this they made a final march of 21 miles and came on de Wet in 
Mushroom Valley in the early morning. The rebels were so confident 
that there was no one near that they had not even put outposts or 
sentries. The whole rebel laager was asleep when Brand's men opened 
fire and ~raser described a scene of the utmost confusion. The rebels 
had large numbers of horses which they had looted and these stampeded 
and the whole laager was a scene of the wildest confusion. De Wet made 
off and just managed to escape owing to Col. Lukin ' s commando not 
having been able to get to its post in time. ~raser told us that his 
commando buried 62 rebels, and since then wounded and dead have been 
picked up in various directions. About 500 horses were captured and 
all their wagons, carts, stores and ammunition. The rebels were 
scattered in all directions, so that the defeat was much more complete 
than one had any official news of. The rebels have been looting all 
the stores in the villages and destroying the houses of the loyalists. 
De Wet is therefore for all practical purposes a fugitive. There are 
still 2 fairly large rebel commandos, one near Hoopstad and one under 
Kemp down along the Orange River. 

23 Nov 1914. Yesterday (Sunday) we had a Church Parade at the 
Cathedral, and after that one of the quietest days we have yet had for 
which I think we were all duly thankful. No more wounded have come in 
for some time past and as it is our duty to get them away as soon as 
they are fit to travel, the course is beginning to slack off. The 
young house surgeon here, whose home is not far from Matatiele had a 
letter yesterday to say there had .been a native rising and his people 
had had to fly into the town and all the farmers had been called out. 
I wonder how Gordon will be affected? The country seems in a ferment, 
but I should not be in the least surprised to hear that some of the 
rebels have been trying to stir up the natives. 

24 Nov 1914. I had a chat with one of the rebels this morning. <I 
have had all the rebels in one of my wards.) He told me that he had 
been called out by de Wet and that de Wet had told them all that they 
were simply assembling to show who had the greater following; Botha or 
Hertzog. On arriving at the laager, quite unarmed this man was told 
they were going to fight the government and he must accompany the 
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commando until he could get a rifle. He was one of the first to be 
wounded at Zand River near Virginia, though he never had a weapon in 
his hand~. He then went on to say that there were many rebels who had 
never intended to fight and that the leaders had held back all 

.information and that the great bulk were quite unaware of the amnesty. 
One of de Wet's staff who has Just been captured says that de Wet is 
furious with Hertzog, as he says he has let them all down and funked 
coming out as he should have done. I think Hertzog comes worse out 
this affair than any. To stir up men and egg them on to lose their 
lives in rebellion and then back out, is the limit of human meanness. 
So far the government have allowed none but the burgher commandos to do 
the attacking work and it is wonderful to see the enthusiasm of the men 
"tc, wipe ,:,ut the stain on the name ,:.f their ra,:e" as they put it. One 
of the Commandants in Brand's commando under my care did not turn back 
in storming a kopje until he had been shot through both arms and the 
abdominal wall. He said he had a good horse and was able to steer it 
with his knees until he got back to his own lines. It is wonderful to 
see where a bullet will go without killing. I have one man shot 
through the neck, who is slowly getting well. Another who was shot 
through one eye and out through the back of his head. This man is now 
quite well physically, but at times is very upset mentally. Several 
have survived shots through the chest, and what is more s~em to suffer 
but the slightest inconvenience. The news this morning is unamazing. 
There seems to have been a fair amount of fighting all over the 
country. But there is no doubt that the rebellion is now practically 
squashed. There will still no doubt be a good deal of clearing up work 
to be done. De Wet seems to be flying hither and thither with only 4 
men with him pursued night and day, so I don't think it will be long 
before he is either taken or shot in pursuit. I am sending this away 
as it will give you all our news up to date. 

29 Nov 1914. "Tempe". A gap of nearly 3 days in this has occurred 
partly because there has not been much of special interest and partly 
because a slacking off of surgical work has meant an augmentation of 
outfitting for our trekking work, which we hope is soon to come! 
Yesterday we had orders to move to Tempe. Tempe is the site of the big 
camp made during the S.A. war. It lies about 5 miles out of the town 
in a range of low hills commanding a splendid view of the country 
round. The government have taken over this camp but as they would only 
take over some of the buildings the remainder were sold and so 
everywhere you go you see the foundations and fragments of these houses 
which give the place a rather desolate appearance. When all the 
buildings were there it must have been a very imposing camp but now it 
looks like a skeleton of one. The British government spent about 1 1/4 
millions in this camp I am told. 

30 Nov 1914. During the past week there has been a lot of heavy rain, 
accompanied by much thunder and lightning. About 4 inches of rain must 
have fallen during the week. It has been a perfect godsend as the 
country was extremely dry and the last 2 seasons have been droughty 
ones. The commandos must have had a miserable time out in the open 
without any shelter at al 1. It is yemarkable hc,w quickly de Wet has 
been knocked out this time as compared with the last war. It was done 
by the remarkable mobility of the commandos. As instance, Brand's 
commando of about 1500 men travelled nearly 100 miles in 2 days and 
three nights, giving themselves no rest and very little food until they 
caught de Wet at Mushroom Valley. So quickly did they cover the 
distance that de Wet had not the slightest idea they were anywhere near 
him. One pictures a commando as rather a picturesque fine looking body 
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of mounted men, but the reality is anything but imposing to look at. 
The burgher regards commando work as the dirty and unwashened Job it is 
going to be and so turns out in his old clothes. They are then given a 
rifle and bandolier and a white band to tie round the left arm. This 
completes the outfit. ~or sleeping they usually carry 2 blankets Just 
under the saddle to serve as a numna by day and cover for themselves by 
night. However each man has a somewhat different plan. After being on 
the move for a day or two and not washing or shaving you can imagine 
what a fearful looking lot of ragamuffins they look. It is scarcely to 
be wondered at that their wounds go septic. I went down to the station 
a few days ago to see some sick men in a commando which was resting for 
a meal. The station smelt exactly like a monkey house. Horses out 
having a feed and drink on the platform, men going about with little 
kettles and tins of bully beef and loaves of bread and all in the state 
of the utmost filth. It was a sight to make you realise what fighting 
really meant to these men. Out to fight and nothing else. No comfort, 
no show, Just out to fight for their homes. All sorts of ages, sizes, 
shapes, and dispositions. Some gloomy, some cheery, but all in earnest 
about ''Onze Commando" and keen to show a commando could still do as 
well as ever commandos have done before. There was a pathetic note 
too, in such a scene. These were not professional fighters. Everyone 
had given up his means of livelihood to meet an emergency. · 

1 Dec 1914. The weather has been delightful since the downpour. One 
day's sunshine served to dry the surface, and now the grass is growing 
fast and the country beginning to look less like a desert. On moving 
to this camp we have Joined the other two M.0.'s and occupy the 
Colonel's Bungalow. The nights are so beautiful that we have our beds 
out in the garden, rise early and ride before breakfast. It is a 
splendid chance for us to get ourselves gradually broken in for the 
trek. We all long to get on trek for our experience at present is that 
owing to the rush to get men into the field there has been no time for 
training. The result is M.0.'s go off with their columns without any 
clear idea of what is expected of them. This is fatal to a systematic 
treatment of the wounded and results in M.0.'s running short of 
supplies, and thereby unnecessary suffering and delay. The scheme 
adopted by our forces is one adapted from the R.A.M.C. It is roughly 
this. Regimental M.0.'s accompany each regiment. Their duty is to 
render first aid in battle and to sick on the march. These cases are 
sent with all despatch back to the ~ield Amb. (We are a field amb.) 
Our duty is to give further treatment. Operate only on urgent cases, 
and then evacuate all cases to the Lines of Communication and so to the 
base hospital. You will see therefore that unless each man is fully 
conversant with the plan there is sure to be delay and muddle. They 
are in the position of having to learn as they go, instead of being 
prepared beforehand. The main point is that every endeavour has to be 
made to get sick and wounded away from the point as soon as possible. 
The ordinary medico has considerable difficulty at the start, to 
realise that he must move cases he would not care to risk in the 
ordinary way. Here it is a case of putting the sick man to a 
considerable amount of risk, on account of the risk there would be to 
the whole regiment in having their movements hampered by an 
accommodation of sick. Until this is fully realised the novice at 
fieldwork is inclined to get an accommodation of sick which he thinks 
are unfit to remove, they use up his supplies and soon he himself Cthe 
M.O.) becomes useless because he has nothing else to give. 

3 D~c 1914. 
excitement. 

Yesterday 
We that 

was fraught with a considerable amount of 
is Usmar, van Coller, and myself - have been 
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struggling hard to be kept in our unit to work together as a whole. So 
far we have managed to keep together. But yesterday comes a wire from 
Headquarters to Col. Knapp, our S.M.O., to say send either Capt. Murray 
or van Coller or both to Cape Town for duty at Wal fish Bay. Col. very 
considerately asked us what he was to do as he knew our desire to keep 
together and also considered it more satisfactory from a military point 
of view. He therefore wired he had Capt. Gow here unattached and could 
send him. At 8pm comes another wire saying, send Murray he has prior 
claim. However Col. Knapp stuck to his guns, and Gow was able to 
continue his preparation. During the evening it began to rain again 
and came down in torrents. 

4 Dec 1914. Gow left early this morning in floods of rain. It is 
still pouring and the country is practically under water. Everyone is 
jubilant at such splendid rain. Van Coller and I clad ourselves 
appropriately and went for a walk in the rain. The wide shallow valley 
between this and Bloemfontein was a huge lake and the town must be 
having a thorough wash out. A wire came from Pretoria to say that they 
were quite satisfied about the arrangement of Gow taking my place, so 
once more we are in hope that our unit will not be broken up. The news 
of de Wet's capture came today. Feeling is very high here and I am 
sure that unless the government takes very st ong measures against the 
captured rebel leaders and de Wet in particular they will lose a great 
deal in prestige, and very equally in political ways. The feeling is 
that unless rebellion is very firmly put down unrest will be roused 
again very soon. 

5 Dec 1914. Today the rain is over though a good deal of cloud is 
still hanging about and it is somewhat oppressive, so that we may have 
a bit more before long. The town has been quite seriously flooded but 
everyone is so pleased at having such a splendid rain after so much 
drought that no one minds a bit of damage. We had a nice ride again 
this morning. I have changed my horse and have now got a fine sturdy 
guy which carries me well and I think will turn out a useful animal. 
Yesterday we had arranged for quite an elaborate mess dinner, inviting 
4 guests. But unfortunately for various causes only one was able to 
come. We lashed out and got a turkey, which our soldier cook turned 
out quite nicely. 

11 Dec 1914. Since writing last we have had regular routine work at 
the Tempe Hospital. The staff consist of Col. Knapp, we three and a 
dentist named Brothers. The latter has retired from regular practice, 
but has come forward to give his services for the men in the field. 
There are very few wounded coming in now, but a good many sick. There 
are generally from 150 200 cases in Hosp. I have charge of the 
surgical wards and van Coller the medical. There is quite a lot of 
surgical work and I am getting a good deal of experience in cases one 
does not often come across in private practice. We have had news from 
Headquarters that there will not be much doing for a couple of months 
yet as the troops are being rested and reorganised after the rebellion 
work. It is Just possible we may go back to Wynberg, as Usmar is 
wanted for giving instruction. We ought to hear in a day or two. Col. 
Knapp left today for Pretoria to discuss matters at Headquarters. In 
any case we shall not be going on trek yet awhile. The day before 
yesterday the news of Beyer's end came and the rounding up of the last 
rebel commando. Yesterday I drove with de Kock to a place called Glen 
about 15 miles out. Owing to the heavy rains the roads have been very 
much washed out. We had rather a struggle crossing a d~ift. The road 
in and out had acted as tributaries during the storm and huge banks of 
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sand had collected on either side. I managed to zig-zag Up this huge 
bank of sand, but only did so after much digging and pa ing the way 
with flat stones to give the wheels a grip. The country was looking 
perfectly lovely. The grass is quite long and green, as right. I have 
never seen before beyond the Hex. There were lots of funny little 
meercats, different to the Karoo kind, and birds of various Minds. We 
also saw a couple of Duiker bok as we drove along through the scrub 
tc,war ds sunset. 

15 Dec 1914. The weather has been very hot again, culminating in high 
wind yesterday followed by heavy rain last night. This rain is 
splendid as it will consolidate the gc,od done by the previ,:us c,nes. 
Work has gone on much the same for the last few days, but much 
discussion as to our future plans has originated in the news brought 
back by Col. Knapp from Pretoria. He himself is under orders to leave 
for Cape Town en route for Luder i tzbucht tc,mc,rrc,w. We are tc, remain 
until the Hospital is sufficiently clear for 2 men to run it. All the 
cases fit to travel to go to Kimberley. After this we are to proceed 
to Wynberg and from there to Swakopmund. We therefore spent yesterday 
in sorting out the cases and planning as far as possible to get away by 
Thursday or rriday next. In the meantime it was decided that I should 
go to Pretoria to get full information on a number of points in regard 
to our future movements. So I started off this morning to catch the 
8.25 for Pretoria but found on reaching the station that the train is 
nearly 4 hours late. I am therefore now writing in the Bloemfontein 
Club, waiting for the train. 

16 Dec 1914. Since last writing I have been to Pretoria on busin~ss 
connected with our Brigade. I left on Tuesday morning and travelling 
all day reached Pretoria at about 1.30am Wed. It was a warm thundery 
sort of day with rain showers showing in various directions. All the 
bridges and culverts were guarded by pickets of burghers and D.r. men. 
The turnouts of the burghers were most varied and remarkable. Men of 
all sorts of ages, each got up according to his own ideas. Most seemed 
to favour their old clothes. Some of the officers had parts of a 
uniform. One man had almost a complete uniform the whole being 
finished off by the most Jaunty looking little pale grey civilian hat. 
Another rather fine looking old man had on a grey tweed riding suit, 
with a Sam Browne belt-revolver and so on. Every sort of mixture of 
civilian and military clothing and not the least amusing thing about it 
all, was that no one seemed to think they were the least bit funny. It 
was quite interesting approaching the Witwatersrand in the night time. 
It was clear up there but inking dark and the masses of lights on the 
mines showed up particularly well stretching away for miles. There was 
one long line with great clusters cropping up at odd intervals, 
indicating the mines themselves. I was out early on Wednesday and 
spent the whole morning conferring with Col. Stock and various other 
officers in regard to various points in connection with ambulances and 
field work. We inspected all sc,rts c,f ambulance vehicles frc,m twc, 
wheeled contraptions to carry one stretcher case to a motor ambulance 
for four stretcher cases and four sitting. It was quite interesting 
and most instructive. After lunch I went for a trial run in a light 
motor ambulance and drove up to the Union buildings. They are really 
very fine indeed and stand on a splendid site. rrom the terrace in 
front there is a splendid view of the town and owing to the plentiful 
supply of rain everything was looking its best. The town lying in a 
hollow with hills all round dotted with trees and buildings and at this 
time covered with fresh grown grass, looked quite beautiful. I have no 
doubt it must be very close and hot in warm weather, but that day it 
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looked its best. On returning to the office I saw more vehicles and 
interviewed more people and finally left by 5.20 for Johannesburg. The 
Journey through rolling downs deep in a rich growth of grass and forest 
patches scattered about and making new growth all looked very 
beautiful. As we drew near the reef the huge white "Dumps" and dirty 
houses and engine shops around the mine heads began to appear. Of 
course I only saw the part of the town seen from the railway and what I 
could see of the principal streets in 1/2 hour in a taxi, but I was not 
much impressed. Pretoria is decidedly picturesque, while Johannesburg 
is a mass of houses, mine dumps, and hauling gear. I left at 9pm and 
as I managed to secure a compartment to myself I had a good sleep, 
arriving at Bloemfontein at about 9.30, where Usmar and van Coller were 
waiting for me on the platform to hear the news. Our plans now are to 
clear the hospital and proceed to Wynberg to open a training school for 
officers and men during the month prior to embarkation for G.S.W. 

Report on official visit to Pretoria 

Proceeded to Pretoria from Bloemfontein on Tuesday 15 Dec 1914 and 
owing to delay on railway reached Pretoria at 1.30am on Wednesday 
16 Dec 1914. Reported myself to Col. Stock at 9am. Col. Stock 
arranged for an interview at 10.30 at which the following questions 
were discussed. 

1. Plan submitted by Maj. Usmar for training at Wynberg: 

Col. Stock approves of this scheme in total; and argued further 
to the principle that officers and men attached to the Training 
School should not be detailed for other duty. Maj. Usmar to 
take over duty of O.C. Training Camp on arrival in Wynberg. As 
many officers and men are to be sent for training as is 
possible. Should any units be at the school longer than 10 
days, they are to attend revision classes or go over a second 10 
day course. The importance of attending this course of 
instruction must be impressed upon all M.0.'s who can possibly 
attend, in addition to those specially detailed. Officers who 
go through the course are to be instructed to convey to officers 
they come in touch with, who have not attended a course of 
instruction, the general scheme upon which the medical service 
is being run. 

2. Ambulance Vehicles. 

After discussing fully the various types Col. Stock arranged for 
a parade of the various types that were in hand and also 
photographs of others. The following types were inspected. 

a) Light 
horse or 
value. 

2 wheeled vehicle for one stretcher, man riding on 
mule. This could not be considered of much practical 

b) Light 4 wheeled spider chassis with light body arranged for 
one or two lying down cases on stretchers, man riding as above. 
Useful but not of much practical value. 

c) Mark I Light. This takes two lying down cases but could very 
easily be arranged to have one upper tier as to carry four 
stretchers. This wagon is light and strong and is drawn by any 
number of mules according to circumstances and would be capable 
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of going anywhere, giving the maximum amount of accommodation 
for carrying sick or wounded for the minimum of energy expended. 
It is fitted with water tank and a collapsible hood like a motor 
car. 

d) Photos were shown of a heavier type of wagon with large 
capacity water tank and pump. 

Of these there is no doubt that most useful all-round vehicle is 
(c). 

Motor Vehicles. 

A number of different types of bodies were seen; which resolved 
themselves broadly into two classes. 

a) A body built for lightness and compactness capable of 
carrying two stretcher cases and two or three sitting. 

b) The same thing duplicated and capable of carrying four 
stretchers and four or five sitting. 

Both these types of body are good for their special purposes. 
The governing factor would be the surface over which the car was 
expected tc, go. 

Chassis. I had a discussion of some length with O.C. Motor 
Transport Capt. Hope - and was in agreement with him that the 
most suitable of the American-made chassis was the Hapmobile. 
The long chassis for (b) and the short for (a) bodies. 

My recommendation was that the Hapmobile chassis be adc,pted as 
standard for ambulance vehicles and that the two types of body 
be adapted and used according to the nature of the country. 

There was in 
s,:, that the 
is a useful 
ordinary use. 

addition a training Hap. which had been converted 
body resembled the "Valveless Sleeper bc,dy". This 
car as being adaptable for both ambulance and 

A general discussion was subsequently held at which I argued 
that our unit should be equipped with 2 motors fitted with (a) 
and (b) bodies respectively and possibly a third motor with 
sleeper body, and 3 wagons of (c) type. We could then report 
later as to the suitability of such equipment. 

An officer who had had transport experience in Southern G.S.W. 
made it clear that in those regions motors were useless owing to 
the sandy nature of a great paYt of the country. 

Of the Northern regions he knew nothing but had heard that the 
country was less sandy. 

The difficulty 
in format ic,n as 
was informed 
invaluable. 

seems at 
to the 

that 

present to be obtaining very reliable 
practicability of motor transport and I 

reports from time to time would be 

4. Question as to duty of Brigade. 
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The Brigade is to consist of 4 officers and 60 men. Maj. Usmar 
is to recruit up to this strength. The men in the employ of the 
S.A.R. are to be called out. The Brigade must be thoroughly and 
fully equipped while at Wynberg. Maj. Usmar must indent for 
equipment up to full war strength. 

5. Question of water bottles. 

Col. Stock said he was aware that these were not satisfactory 
but said that it was impossible to obtain others. In regard to 
suggestion of canvas water bags, he said these could be indented 
for in Cape Town. I asked him also as to the men being supplied 
with shorts. He agreed to this but thought there might be some 
difficulty in obtaining an issue from ordinance. In regard to 
Maj. Usmar's question as to whether a special surgical haversack 
similar to those used by the French army and containing a supply 
of special first field dressings could be issued. Col. Stock 
agreed to this which he said could be indented for in Cape Town. 

Strictly Confidential Information 

The Brigade will proceed on Jan 12th or 24th to Wal fish Bay and so to 
Swakopmund. It will be attached to the Force under the command of 
Col. Brits. Maj. Usmar will be on his staff as S.M.O. There will be 4 
Regt. M.0.'s Capt. Nortje, Cillie, Zeiderberg and Marshall. 
Lt. G.M. Bowyer i/c stores. These officers will be sent to Wynberg for 
training. Swakopmund or Wal fish Bay will be the base. Here will be 
Col. Odlum: A.D.M.S., Maj. Milner-Smyth: O.C. Hosp., Maj. Moffat: 
Surg., Capt. Maynard: Sanitation. 

23 Dec 1914. Late at night on 20th we got our orders to proceed to 
Wynberg. We therefore turned out early on 21st and arranged for our 
train to be sent to Tempe. By about 12.45 we were all aboard and moved 
down to Bloemfontein station. Here the ladies of the Victoria League 
presented each of the men of our Brigade with a parcel of papers, a 
pair of socks and some cigarettes. On leaving Tempe we took a new 
recruit on our strength in the shape of a fine grown Airedale pup. We 
have christened him "Tempe", and he will now accompany us on our 
travels. He is a splendid big chap and full of beans and is already 
quite regarding us as his masters. We are not on the ordinary train 
but have 5 carriages attached to a goods train, so our progress is very 
slow. We reached de Aar at about 9am on 22nd and remained there till 
11.30 when we pushed on again reaching Beaufort about 8pm. It is now 
11.15 and we have only reached Constable so it is probable that we 
shall not reach Wynberg until near midnight. 

26 Dec 1914. We reached Wynberg station at 5am, and did not get into 
the goods =:d ing Gnt il 7am. The Brigade is now in the Training Camp at 
Wynberg. ~, t. Fe bes who came down with us and had been attached to 
Col. Lukin, gave an interesting account of how the Col. nearly lost his 
life by lightning. It appears that he went to the top of a kopje to 
reconnoitre a position and while there a thunderstorm came up. When it 
passed over the kopje, Col. Lukin had near him 2 signallers. One was 
operating the helio about 60 yards away and the other was standing 
about the same distance on the other side. They were all knocked down 
by lightning and Col. Lukin said he had hardly regained his feet when a 
second flash came and they were all bowled over again. This time Col. 
Lukin was unconscious for about 5 minutes. One of the signallers 
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escaped unhurt. Col. Lukin had his breaches ripped down the side of 
his leg but was otherwise not hurt. When search was made for the 3rd 
man of the party the soles of his boots were found on the spot upon 
which he had stood, still occupying the same relative position as when 
the owner had stood on them. His body was lying about 10 - 15 yards 
away down the side of the kopje. He had a gash on the side of his 
head. His clothes were so torn that it was practically impossible to 
separate the fabric of his tunic and shirt from one another. The 
uppers of his boots were on his feet. All his buttons were gone. His 
body was marked with fine exfoliating black marks. Death was 
instantaneous. 

29 
<Lt. 

Dec 
Col. 

1914. 
Buist 

Since 
R.A.M.C.) 

special work in his office. 

reporting 
on 24 Dec 

at office of S.M.O. r.G.H. 
1914 I have been detailed for 

26 Jan 1915. In train just leaving Beaufort West. I remained in 
Col. Buist's office until Jan 16th when I rejoined my unit at Green 
Point. We were shifted the following day to Young's field, Wynberg, 
for the purpose of carrying out our scheme of training ourselves and 
other units in field work. Everything was just getting into shape when 
orders came that we were to hold ourselves in readiness for immediate 
entrainment for the front. At the same time Usmar had orders to remain 
behind to carry on the training school. This was a great 
disappointment as so far we have stuck steadily together, and Usmar 
must feel being detached very much as for months past he has been 
working up his brigade. He has a promise, however, that he goes with 
us to G.S.W. Van Coller now takes command and has been promoted to 
Major. Our orders came on Jan 23 the very 1st day on which according 
to original orders we were to have started for G.S.W. with the 1st 
mounted Brigade, to commence our invasion of G.S.W. We had still to 
draw our amb. wagons and transport, so this was a busy time before us. 
However by nightfall these arrived. Some idea of the size of our unit 
can be gathered from the following: 

4 med. off. 
60 men 
40 natives 
140 mules 
20 horses 
6 amb. wagons and 2 motors 
6 general service wagons 
4 scotch carts 
2 water carts. 

At 2pm on Sunday the word to inspan was given and by 2.45 the wagons 
were all drawn up in order of marching e.g. amb. wagons, G.S. wagons, 
scotch carts and water carts. The mounted men form a string along the 
right hand side by which words of command can be passed along. We were 
due at C.T. station at 5pm, but found on arrival that the work had been 
too much for them and we could not expect to leave till the next 
morning at about 6am. Our orders were to encamp on Green Point Common 
once again, so off we went. G.P. Common in undoubtedly the most 
hopeless camping ground one could wish for. No depth of soil, dust and 
always windswept. That evening it was blowing hard and I imagine the 
men had a bad time, as they were enveloped in clouds of dust all the 
time, the wind blowing hard all the night. We slept fairly comfortably 
in a marquee we found there. Reveille went at 3.30 next morning and by 
6 we were at the station once more. The trouble now was that they were 
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short of rolling stock. Howeve~ things were gradually got together and 
all our Brigade safely on board. It took 25 trucks and 3 coaches to 
carry us. We were the 20th troop train to leave in the course of 36 
hours, the whole of the 1st M.B. having preceded and to which we are 
now attached. At the present moment we are passing Plaat-Doorns and 
will soon be at Nelspoort. 

27 Jan 1915. De Aar. Arrived here early this morning. We are now 
waiting for further orders. I wired on the 25th to Wallace saying we 
should pass Nelspoort this following afternoon, but could of course 
give him no definite time as in a troop train one Jogs along very 
quietly with no scheduled time. We passed Nelspoort about 7.30, but 
did not stop, and saw no one. The weather is somewhat hot though when 
coolly clad, not at all unpleasant. 

29 Jan 1915. We spent all yesterday at de Aar. The evening of our 
arrival there the O.C. of the Hosp. came over to say he had .Just 
brought in a soldier whom the police had gone out to arrest. This man 
apparently managed to knock one man down and when running away was shot 
by the other. The bullet went through his back and finally lodged in 
his abdominal wall. I went over to give a hand. The operation was a 
weird and wonderful performance. One wonders at the coorage of some 
men, at undertaking things they can't do. However it was got through 
somehow and I imagine that the patient's fate is sealed as having been 
fatally damaged internally, the operation could not have materially 
assisted him, in any way. The less said the better. About 1pm we got 
our orders to go on to Upington. When I woke this morning we were Just 
leaving Prieska. From there we are on the new stretch of railway. We 
have been pegging away all day through very arid looking country. The 
local people say that in common with the rest of the union there has 
been no satisfactory rain for 3 years, but whereas the drought has 
broken elsewhere, there seems no prospect here. We should have reached 
Upington at 5pm but it is now past 6 and we are still about 50 miles 
away. 

30 Jan 1915. Upington. When I woke this morning we were standing in a 
siding at Upington. The town lies on the Northern side of the Orange 
River, and must be about 1 1/2 miles distant in a direct line from 
where we stand. All around us is a busy railway terminus gradually 
springing up on a waste of brown powdery sand, with drought stricken 
and stunted looking trees and bushes scattered thinly about. Beyond 
stretch mighty plains, as far as the eye can see , broken here and there 
with low ridges and occasional curious looking little kopjes of big 
stones. Everything looks dried up to the last degree. The river is 
marked by a belt of green trees resembling weeping willows, which grow 
close to the water's edge on either bank. I was dressed by 6.30 when 
van Coller and I sallied forth to report our arrival. We trudged along 
the railway track in the deep soft sand for about a mile, until we got 
to the outskirts of the trees fringing the river. Here we found some 
of the c ~mm2 ~dos encamped among the trees. I foresee we shall have 
great difficulty with these. They have no discipline and do what they 
like when they camp. At this place they were scattered among the trees 
in little knots. The horses tethered to the same bushes beneath which 
the men slept and ate. No attempt at any method in sanitation or 
provision of clean water for drinking. Just all higgledy-piggledy. 
Presently the railway track took us over a temporary bridge across a 
spruit, in itself a very considerable river, and then a little further 
on we came on the edge of the main stream. At this point it is about 
1/4 mile broad and flowing very fast. They say it has been rising 
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steadily for some days past and is now too high for it to be safe to 
use the Pont. After waiting some time a petrol launch came over and in 
this we crossed to the other side. The path from the river passed 
through some most verdant looking gardens which were irrigated from the 
main stream, and lay in what is really an extension of the river bed in 
times of extreme flood. On emerging from this to the level of the 
plains on the other side we found a motor bike which we got and were 
soon deposited at the Headquarters. Col. Brits was not there yet, so 
after making further enquiry as to his whereabouts we made our way over 
to "The Hotel" and had breakfast. The town of Upington is not 
beautiful. The houses are scattered about in some sort of order, but 
the intervening spaces can hardly be called roads. After breakfast we 
ran Col. Brits to earth in a lc,vely spot. Striking across the arid 
rubble strewn apology for a street and down a steep slope towards the 
river we c ossed a water furrow and entered at once into a most 
luxuriant garden. It was just a tangle of vines, fig trees and 
creepers of the convolvulus type, almost smothering the path leading 
into it. In this garden stood a pergola heavily matted over with 
vines, and here in the cool shade we found Col. Brits and his staff 
about to have breakfast. I did admire his good generalship in the 
choice of this lovely spot to camp. After a short chat we returned and 
have decided to remain for the present in the train. It is blazing hot 
but more comfortable than camping on the dust. So far we have had no 
news of what is on foot. All sorts of rumours but nothing certain. 
About an hour ago we heard some heavy gunfire and then some rifle 
shots. I have just been watching from the top of an engine water tank 
and saw a big commando saddle up in one of the camps on the other side 
of the river and make off at a gallop in an Easterly direction along 
the river. There were a few more rifle shots later but now all is 
quiet and I last saw the dust of the commando disappearing among some 
ridges about 5 miles away. 

2 teb 1915. The last two days have been awfully hot. We heard no more 
of what the firing was about, but on that day Maritz and 3 of his staff 
were brought in to arrange terms. The sequence of events has been as 
follows. Jan 23 - Maritz sent a message in to Upington to tell them to 
remove the women and children as he intended to attack the place the 
next day. This he did. Those who took part in this affair said it was 
quite the battle of the rebellion. Maritz had about 1200 rebels who 
were all equipped in German outfit and had apparently been well drilled 
during their sojourn in G.S.W. He also had 200 Germans with big guns. 
Their guns considerably outranged ours, but in their anxiety to capture 
the situation they brought them unnecessarily close, so that our 
fellows in the C.t.A. were able to get within range and once they did 
this their shooting seems to have been very good as they soon put one 
of the German pom-poms out of action and eventually did such execution 
that the rebels were forced to retire. One of the gunners told me that 
at the point he was in charge of the rebels came up for the attack in 
splendid order and though he soon got the range and began putting shell 
after shell into the midst of them they never gave way, and when 
eventually it got too hot for them they retired in perfect order. I'm 
not sure quite what the casualties were but we had about 10 men killed 
and about 20 wounded while I believe the rebels lost pretty severely as 
they left 18 dead when they were driven off. This failure to take 
Upington seems to have been the finishing touch for Maritz as he now 
dare not go back to G.S.W. and his men are too disheartened to ea ry on 
the struggle. So apparently he asked to be allowed to come in to make 
terms. This was the reason of his visit on Saturday. We know nothing 
of what took place, but suppose that as in other cases surrender wc,uld 
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be unconditional. In any case he and his staff returned on Sunday. So 
we ought to hear news in a day or two. It seems that the Germans do 
not mean to surrender with their guns and have probably trekked back to 
G.S.W. It is a great pity that the Orange River has become so flooded 
that neither ourselves nor any of Col. Brits' commando have been able 
to get across the river. The only means of communication is by a 
petrol launch. Neither the new Pont put up by the government nor the 
old one belonging to the town can be worked. I rather think if 
Col. Brits had been able to get his force across the river he would 
have had a go to round up the Germans as well as the remainder of the 
rebels. As it is the river is very high. The main stream is 365 yards 
across, and besides this there is a side stream about 50 yards across, 
which is running very strongly. It is a wonderful sight to see this 
enormous volume of water running through this desert. The only rivers 
I have seen to compare with it in size are the Rhine at Cologne and the 
Danube at Vienna. Sunday was very hot. I don't know what the official 
reading was but it must have been somewhere about 110 or more in the 
shade. It has been up to 120 recently. On Monday we had a change in 
the shape of a dust storm. As there is no vegetation except an 
occasional very dried up looking bush, and all the soil is light and 
powdery you may imagine what an unpleasant time we had. We took refuge 
in our railway carriages but here the temperature was 105 and 
atmosphere laden with fine dust. This went on pretty well all day, but 
towards evening the wind dropped a bit and van Coller and I got on our 
horses and made for the river. The river water unfortunately is so 
laden with fine mud that it was only like washing in thin mud. However 
it was wet and cool. During the night the temperature has dropped very 
much and this morning it is cool and bright, for which we are all very 
thankful. There is no more news as to what has been decided. All we 
know is that Maritz and co. have returned to their forces which are 
lying beside a big water pan about 40 miles away. There is no water 
between this and that so that it would be well nigh impossible to send 
a force out to attack as if the capture of the water was delayed even 
an hour or two the attackers would be doomed. One report says that 
Maritz and his men were sent back in a motor and that when they reached 
their camp they stripped the car of all its spare tyres, petrol, oil 
and grease leaving the chauffeur Just sufficient to get back to camp. 
If this is the case I should say it means that Maritz intends clearing 
off with the Germans and leaving his men to their fate. 

5 Feb 1915. Friday. One trouble we have encountered so far and one 
which we fully anticipated is that scarcely anyone from the highest to 
the lowest has anything more than the haziest of knowledge of what 
their duties are. So long as the particular person you are dealing 
with is sufficiently candid to admit this and is willing to discuss 
what is the proper course to pursue, all is well. Unfortunately 
Col. Br ·ts' Chief of Staff is one of those who is quite immersed in his 
own duties and at t , same time fully confident that he can do exactly 
as he thinks. The S.M.O. of a column is of course perhaps the officer 
of all others that should be kept as fully informed as possible of what 
is going on and as far as possible future movements in order to be able 
to lay his plans for the medical arrangements for the troops. So far, 
in spite of frequent attempts to obtain this information van Coller has 
been unable to do so, as Col. Brits' Chief of Staff and Brigade Major 
is under the impression that the S.M.O. is not entitled to any more 
information than he cares to eke out, which up to the present is nil. 
The result of all this is that we lay at Upington from Jan 30 to Feb 3 
with nr ~ a word as to what a~ going to happen next until we had an 
order o leave for Cape Town on Feb 3. On approaching de Aar yesterday 
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evening we got another order to remain at de Aar for further orders, 
but still no intimation as to what the rest of the force was doing. So 
here we are waiting and doing nothing. This morning we decided it was 
impossible to carry on in this way and have wired accordingly to our 
headquarters to have the matter looked into. As a further illustration 
of the manner in which things are being done. By the time our train 
was ready to leave Upington we found two additional coaches being 
attached, one for passengers and one for Col. Brits' staff. We pointed 
out that this was not right as no combatant officers are allowed to 
travel by ambulance train. However under the circumstances we had to 
accept Col. Brits' order, but said he must understand we were going at 
our own pace and must look after our animals. However at Prieska we 
found the train being split up. Van Coller again remonstrated and 
asked that all orders be put in writing to safeguard him from the 
irregularities taking place. This was refused and Col. Brits had the 
train divided, our coaches going forward with him and the animals and 
wagons coming l ter. At de Aar we again urged strongly that written 
orders must be given, but were told by Maj. Brink that this was 
unnecessary and that he would hold himself responsible. We pointed out 
that this was a further irregularity as every officer had to produce if 
called upon an order in writing to show his authority for doing any 
duty which might be queried by the third party affected. However all 
this will probably gradually right itself as time goes on. Monday and 
Tuesday were terribly hot, in fact every day at Upington was. We had 
no special thermometer, but I found each day that my clinical 
thermometer which I kept in my tunic pocket hanging in the coolest part 
of our carriage, always rose over 105. There was no relief from it 
anywhere as even in the shade of the trees along the river the sand 
under foot was so hot and powdery that it seemed to make very little 
difference to ones comfort to get into the shade. The least puff of 
wind or any person or animal passing by sent clouds of dust into the 
air. Altogether I don't think I have ever experienced such intolerable 
heat. There was no escape from it anywhere. I tried all sorts of 
dodges from sitting with nothing on at all to clothing heavily. No 
clothes at all was worse than any other dodge as ones skin became 
burning dry and hot with no protecting layer of moisture. One comfort 
was that hot though the sun was it does not burn ones skin like the 
coast sun does. One could walk about with bare arms and legs with 
impunity and fear no serious sunburn if due care was taken. Upington 
must be a miserable place to live in. We were delighted to leave and I 
don't anticipate any anxiety to return there again. We covered the 
distance of 120 miles between Upington and Prieska in something under 
18 hours, which works out an average of 6-7 miles per hour for the 
sum. The delay is chiefly due to want of water. Each engine carries 
4000 gals more water than usual and where the water supply is weak it 
takes a long time to fill up. At Draghoender a horrible disaster took 
place. :' 1e train was just moving out when I heard one of the men 
calling Te ~e. As always happens in these cases he kept dodging the 
man who was trying to catch him to put him in the train and finally 
dodged under the train. He was knocked over and I think the train must 
have gone over one of his hind legs as he raced off into the veld on 
thr legs. The train was so long that we could not attract the 
attertion of the driver and so off we went without poor Tempe. I have 
telephoned and wired instructions for him to be destroyed if too badly 
injured to be sent on. It is a most wretched accident but really no 
one is really to blame. The t ains on that line generally make 3 or 4 
short moves to get their engine tanks filled and no one was quite sure 
whether we were really off or not. Prieska we saw only from the 
outskirts of the town. It lies close to the River and looks as though 
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it had some pretty gardens. From thence towards de Aar we travelled 
through terribly drought stricken country. The bush looked and I think 
really was quite dead for long stretches together and not a living 
thing t~ be seen. As we got nearer de Aar we passed through some rain 
showers, but none very heavy. Just before reaching Britstown we passed 
through the block of farms owned by the Smartt Syndicate at Hout 
Wate They have big dams and are irrigating extensively. It was 
quite a marvellous sight to come out of all this terribly burnt up 
looking country and pass suddenly through fields of waving green grass, 
lucerne, and harvested crops. It all looked very prosperous and I hope 
will turn out to be a successful venture. 

24 Feb 1915. We -emained 3 days at de Aar, and then Journeyed slowly 
down to Cape Town. I say slowly - for we took 56 hours for the Journey 
which under ordinary circumstances is done in about 24. The railway 
was congested with traffic and engines had been so constantly worked 
that they were giving out all along the road. We camped at Green Point 
Common awaiting our turn to get away by sea. Green Point Common is a 
horrible place for a camp. There may be no wind in Cape Town or 
Sea Point but at Green Point it will be blowing 1/2 a gale. Clouds of 
dust penetrating everything and the soil so shallow that there is no 
grip for tent pegs. Consequently tents are always on the point of 
coming down. We spent a busy time completing our equipment. 
Difficulty in obtaining proper supplies leaves us in a chronic 
condition of being short of something. However we are now I think 
about as well equipped as is possible, though I may say at once that 
this does not mean that we are in any way adequately equipped. 
Yesterday we embarked on the Galway Castle, our horses, mules, wagons 
and motors going on the Shonga and Erna Woermann and British Pruic, 
which make up the rest of the convoy. Yesterday was a perfect day. 
Fairly warm, Just a light S.E. wind and everything looking its best. 
Usmar lunched with us and later on Col. Buist came down to bid us 
farewell. Finally the Governor and Gen. Thompson came up the side, had 
a look round and said goodbye and we were off. I am not quite sure 
when we actually left the docks as I was busy in the depths of the ship 
settling our men down. Fortunately I found the Chief Officer was an 
old shipmate of Freddie ' s and with his aid I obtained a portion of the 
promenade deck for our Brigade, where they will at any rate have plenty 
of fresh air. The space allotted to them originally was in the 
steerage with about 380 Burghers. Not too cheerful a prospect!! This 
is another lovely day, and beautifully cool and fresh. We are being 
escorted by the Armadale. The ships with the horses and transport are 
not in sight. I suppose it is not considered necessary to worry about 
them so long as the men are protected. We are a good crowd on board. 
Many of the men have never been on the sea before. They are certainly 
ha ing a very pleasant first experience. 

27 Feb 1915. Saturday. Wal fish Bay. We got in early yesterday 
morning. There was a fairly heavy mist so that we could see nothing of 
the land, except ~ fleeting glimpse now and again of low lying yellow 
sand hills. About 7~~ of us got on board a tug and a lighter, and were 
landed at the whaling station. The fog was so thick that we made a bad 
shot and found ourselves almost on the beach, had to back off and coast 
along until we found the Jetty. From this point we had to walk about 2 
miles to the principal landing stages and settlement. As we went along 
the fog thinned out a bit and we could see something of the nearer 
land. The beach stretched away in either direction without a break in 
the smooth brown sand, as far as the eye could see. It is like the 
beach at Muizenberg, without mountains to relieve the eye in either 
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direction but there is no surf as the bay is almost land-locked - so 
they say - but i~ is seldom possible to get an extended view on account 
of the haze which sometimes becomes a dense fog. On reaching the 
se~tlement, which is just a huge camping ground for the troops and 
stores that are landing, we came upon a scene of the greatest activity 
and appQrent =onrusion. There is one fairly substantial landing stage 
which boasts o• a steam c~ane. There is also another small one where 
lighter goods can be landed. The horses and mules are brought off in 
huge "•!cats" or ponts. These are hauled close in to the shore by 
crowds o• Kaffirs all singing and chanting, gangway is then put over 
the side and the animals walk down into the shallow water and so 
ashore. Quite a simple matter, the only trouble being that on account 
of the shallow water the strips have to lie a long way out. Our first 
business on arrival was to find a site to camp on. We visited the 
Clearing Hospital and fc,und Maj. Campbell-Watt and a sectic,n of his 
ambulance in charge. It was nice meeting them again and also fortunate 
for us as they have taken us into their mess, but as it was late we 
lunched with our men off bully beef, raw onions and biscuit, which I 
must confess I found excellent though some made rather heavy weather of 
it, as a trial go off. They will all have to get to like it soon. 
After lunch we went over to the beach to look out for our things. 
"Floats" were cc,ming in every now and then and dis,:harging masses c,f 
equipment from which each commando was engaged in trying to sort out 
its belongings. A little further along would be another float 
discha~ging horses. All along the beach were men bathing and catching 
soles. These seem very plentiful at times. One supply officer told me 
they came in in such quantities that they scooped them out in cartloads 
and fed all the troops on them for 3 days. From the shore the beach 
goes back quite flat and only Just above highwater mark under ordinary 
=ircumstances, but when the neap tides come, the water runs back for a 
couple of miles over this flat. Our horizon inland is limited by huge 
sandhills like those at Fish Hoek, only no rocks or vegetation, and the 
sand is of a light brown shade which looks almost yellow in certain 
lights. The camps have been formed on this flat and here was a scene 
indeed. Masses of men, horses, mules, oxen, engines, tents, trucks, 
telephone and telegraph wires and poles, wagons, big guns etc. People 
gc,ing about every direction. Some busy and others idle and all lc,c,king 
very cheerful and well. Maj. Campbell-Watt says he has been here now 
two months and that the climate is perfect. Very little wind, quite 
cool and bracing, with delightful sea bathing. The people who live 
here permanently say that it is like this all the year round. There is 
a good deal of mist and fog which really keeps things cool. They have 
once had heavy rain, but this is very rare. Water has to be distilled 
from the sea and everything else must be brought from the sea or 
inland. This morning the sky is clear but the haze round the horizon 
much the same so that no extended view can be obtained. 

28 Feb 1915. Sunday. I saw an account yesterday of the weather 
conditions at Swakopmund. Amongst them a record of the rainfall. The 
total for 1912 was 1/10 of an inch while that for 1913 was 3/10 of an 
inch. This rainfall comes in the shape of fine mist spread over a 
great number of days, so _,_ J really have no rain that can be called 
properly by that name. Th climate is really ideal for a seaside 
resort. Mild, =ool, bracing, no wind. The bay is so land locked that 
there are no waves. The beach is so gently shelving and the sweep of 
the =oast so gradual that bathing is perfect. No danger to the most 
timid and plenty of swimming for the more venturesome. The men spend 
all their spa e time bathing and spearing soles which are very 
plentiful. When we go to Swakopmund we travel all along the beach. 
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Our possessions are slowly coming ashore, we expect that they will all 
be landed by tonight. So far we hear that Gen. Botha has pushed in 
about 30 miles from Swakop. along two routes. At this point they have 
struck nice country with fine lucerne beds and plenty of fruit and good 
water. Our orders are to follow up as soon as possible. It will take 
another day or two before the Brigade is ready to move. At present 
there are only two engines and a limited number of trucks and owing to 
the heavy sand every thing heavy has to go by train. We are arranging 
for our heavy kit and motors to go by rail and then we trek on with our 
wagons and horses. Today some of the infantry troops here are moving 
on and also lots of railway material. The sky is clearer and the sun 
bright but the air very cool. The horizon is never quite free from 
heavy haze or rolling banks of fog which retreat out to sea as the sun 
gets hotter and then back again in the evening till next morning. 

2 Mar 1'315. Tuesday. Walfish. Yesterday our belongings came ashore 
fairly regularly and by this evening all our wagons, carts etc. ·were 
safely in camp. We were to have gone on to Swakop. today , but could 
not as some of the gear of the rest of the commando has not yet come 
ashore. However I think all will be ready for a move early tomorrow 
morning. This morning we had a short ride. At first we went South 
along the seashore and across ~he bed of a lagoon from which the water 
recedes at low tide. There were thousands of seabirds wading about and 
among them large numbers of flamingoes. These latter are remarkable 
looking birds, particularly so when on the wing. Just as they rise the 
crimson splash on their sides shows up well against the rest of their 
snow white plumage. Last night it was really very cold indeed. In 
spite of my sheep skin bag and an extra blanket I felt cold. This 
morning has been warm and bright and clearer than hitherto, so that 
from the tops of some of the sandhills we got quite a good view of the 
country. As far as one can see with a glass there is nothing but 
rolling sandhills, with here and there very scanty patches of thin 
scrub. The sand takes up all the formations that Scott describes in 
the Antarctic. Even the "Sastingi " are beautifully strewn c,ver large 
tracts. I noticed also formations and fantastic shapes which might 
quite have been the originals of many of his photos to illustrate the 
varieties of surface encountered. Evidently the subsoil is of a clayey 
nature and gets mixed with the overlying sand. Result of this is when 
the wind sweeps the sand along, the clay does what the frost achieves 
in the Antarctic, forming a sufficiently binding basis , to get the sand 
to stick together and assume the curious shapes noticed. 

4 Mar 1915. Thursday. As arranged we trekked from Wal fish at 8.30 
yesterday morning. At first while the tide was low we got along quite 
well, but gradually we were driven higher and higher up the beach until 
the whole cavalcade was struggling painfully along in bottomless sand 
at the foot of the dunes backing the beach. As usual the burghers have 
taken no notice of their orders and instead of sending all their kit 
away in the train, they had put a lot of mealies and other stuff on 
their wagons. The result was that eventually the mules could struggle 
no longer and the officer in charge threw 30 bags of mealies overboard 
and left them on the beach. After this we got on better, but even so 
the first 7 1/2 miles took us 5 1/2 hours. At the end of that time we 
arrived at a siding called "Rand Rifle Siding " where we had been told 
to water our animals. But here again we found that our cheery burghers 
had never made any arrangements to have the water sent on, so that the 
burghers who were ahead had drunk up all the water before we arrived. 
So there we were with over 400 transport animals and no water. However 
by means of the field telephone running along the railway we got a 2000 
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gallon tank sent out from Walfish. During the halt van Coller and I 
walled some distance out to the top of the highest sand dune and got a 
~plendid view. It was really a remarkable sight. The scene again was 
quite arctic. Vast plains of white sand stretching away in every 
direction and worked by the wind into miniature hills, valleys and 
mountain ranges. Far inland we could make out a range of blue 
mountains. Of vegetation there was none unless one could dignify 
occasional very lean little tufts of scrub by that name. The day was 
one of the clearest and warmest we have yet had, which was fortunate. 
A~ter a halt of about 3 hours we trekked on again. The railway skirts 
the shore all the way and is guarded by blockhouses which were manned 
by the D.E.O.R. At the halting place we met Maj. Rose and others we 
knew. The tide was still up and the struggle grew worse and worse 
until about 7.30 the track crossed a point, and here the mules could 
struggle no more so we decided to camp. Fortunately we had been 
careful enough to pick up sufficient of the discarded mealies to give 
the animals a good feed. As the day closed the fog drew in again,· and 
before turning in we dined off our emergency rations and some raw 
onions. This morning it was still foggy but we got a nice swim in the 
sea and trekked once more. About 1 1/2 miles further on we came on 
Col. Gregory's headquarters and found them just starting breakfast, so 
we gladly joined in. An6ther four miles of struggling brought us into 
Swakopmund, where we found our camp pitched by the men who had gc,ne on 
by the train. Here as elsewhere the only unpleasant thing is myriads 
of flies. I have never seen anything to equal them. They swarm in 
countless millions. Our camp stands on the outskirts of the town on 
the edge of a shallow valley which is the mouth of the Swakop River. 
The water came down a little while back for the first time for many 
years. Under ordinary conditions the river like most on this coast, 
loses itself in sand long before it reaches the coast. Landwards there 
stretches a huge sandy plain devoid of vegetation while the horizon is 
bounded by high mountains many miles inland, some say 80 miles but they 
don't look quite as far away as that. There is evidently a 
concentration of forces going on here as camps stretch away all round 
the town, with thousands of horses picketed behind them. We hear that 
Col. Alberts has made a reconnaissance with about 1200 of his burghers 
and is now camped about 40 or more miles out having driven the Germans 
out of the position and subsequently found them strongly entrenched at 
a place called Jackal's Water about 60 miles inland. 

5 Mar 1915. F"riday. Swakopmund. Yesterday afternc,c,n and this m,::irning 
we have been into town and had a look round. It is quite a large town 
with many fine buildings. The curious thing to me on first seeing the 
place was that all the streets are left as they were, just soft deep 
sand. One would have thought that with expensive buildings, water and 
electric light laid on the Germans would have paved the streets with 
either wood or stone. As it is they have contented themselves with 
laying wood footways on either side of the principal streets and narrow 
gauge railways to the various parts in the middle of the 
thoroughfares. These are no doubt convenient in a way but an 
abominable nuisance to any other wheeled vehicles. There are lots of 
private houses which are all well built and splendidly furnished 
throughout. Very nearly all the buildings in the town have now been 
allotted to the various units stationed here. It is curious to walk 
into fully furnished houses and find men camping out everywhere. It 
appears that the Germans quitted the town in great haste leaving 
everything Just as it was. They must have done this when the place was 
shelled by the Armadale. It was then unoccupied by either side except 
for a small patrol who were evidently left by the Germans to fire the 
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various mi es they had planned. During this time the coloured 
population in the neighbourhood seemed to have looted the place and 
done a great deal of malicious damage to furniture etc. Evidently the 
few German sc:,ldiers here used summary measures as at c,ne spot outside 
the town where our men were making a blockhouse they came on the 
freshly shot corpses of 19 natives. It is supposed they must have been 
met by a German patrol coming away with loot. General Botha is living 
in a fine looking house overlooking the landing stages. The landing 
arrangements are very elaborate consisting of twin piers running out 
into the su f with enormous cranes for lifting the goods. These big 
cranes are carried on one of the piers which is still in course of 
construction and to be used solely for the cranes to move along. These 
were apparently wrecked by the Germans before they left. In spite of 
all their preparations the surf which rolls in on this unprotected 
coast is so formidable, that ships have been known to lie off for as 
long as 42 days before they could complete discharging all their 
cargo. Though the weather has been calm ever since we were here, the 
swell rolling in has never made it possible for anyone to land on the 
pier unless they were exceedingly daring and active. The water supply 
of the Swakop comes from boreholes in the river and is horrible. It is 
very brak and tea and coffee is miserable. There are rumours that we 
push on early next week. 

6 Mar 1915. Saturday. Swakopmund. We have had a quiet idle day and 
have just returned from a delicious bathe immediately in front of the 
town. During the afternoon we met Maj. Campbell-Watt and the rest of 
his brigade. They are living in a nice little villa, which is 
beautifully furnished and belonged to the German Government Geologist. 
It is most curious to stroll about from house to house and find them 
all occupied by soldiers. As a matter of fact the troops are now 
camped outside the town and only th,::,se whose work keeps them in the 
town are given the use of houses. We also saw Maj. Moffat and others 
we have met or knew elsewhere. The weather continues delightful. Cool 
and fresh all day and very cold at night. However I am told conditions 
change rapidly as one gets away from the coast. As it is it is hard to 
imagine that we are only 10 degrees South of the Equator. 

8 Mar 1915. Monday. Swakopmund. It seems probable we shall be here 
for sc,me little time yet. Today we have had a horrible change in the 
weather. The night remained warmish which has been quite the contrary 
up to the present, and as morning broke in a fiery red sky, it got 
hotter. Then a few puffs of wind and very soon, quite the worst dust 
storm I have ever seen, came tearing down on us. The wind was burning 
hot and the temperature rose rapidly until it registered 108 in the 
shade and 138 on the sand on whi,:h we are encamped. It was awful. The 
tents began to blow down and cooking became impossible. Van Coller and 
I put our goggles on and beat a retreat into the town where we had some 
work to do and remained there until near lunch time when we faced the 
"blizzard" once more. All we coufd do in camp ~as to creep into our 
tent which threatened to blow down every moment and munch a biscuit. 
There being no abatement later we went off again and had a dip in the 
sea and then visited "headquarters''. The building they are occupying 
is nice and dry and cool. Here I met Dr Nobbs who is in the 
intelligence department. He showed us a very interesting collection of 
photos of the ~nterior which do not inspire one as the country seems 
very arid in every direction. 

9 Mar 
gentle 

1915. 
breeze 

Tuesday. 
came in 

Swakopmund. Last night the wind dropped and a 
from the sea which was an immense relief after 
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the ~ierce heat and dust of the day. But not long after sunrise to our 
chagrin the land wind started again and soon we were enveloped in 
clouds o~ driving sand and although it did not get so hot the dust was 
quite as bad. This state of affairs continued until about 4pm when the 
wind dropped and changed round again. We had a glorious bathe. 

11 Mar 1915. Thursday. Swakopmund. We are still waiting to move. I 
presume that supplies are being collected and sent forward and that we 
shall not move until this is accomplished. In connection with the heat 
on the 8th I was examining my clinical thermometer today and found it 
had risen to the limit and then the bulb burst. So I asked van Coller 
and Edmeades to examine theirs and we found that all confirmed a 
temperature of 110. These thermometers were all in our tunic pockets 
hanging on the tent pole which therefore represents the heat in the 
coolest and most protected spot in camp. Today is warm but pleasant as 
there is very little wind and what there is comes in light breaths from 
the sea. 

13 Mar 1915. Saturday. The weather has once more settled down to what 
appears to be its m,:,re usual routine. That is to say a good deal c,f 
mist and haze along the shore varying in intensity and rendering the 
air cool and damp, and positively cold at nights so that one is glad to 
get into all ones warmest things for sleeping. A few days ago we were 
asked to lend 5 of our Gen. Service Wagons to the Brigade for transport 
purposes, the idea evidently being that all available transport is 
being used to push forward as many supplies as possible. This evening 
our conductor returned looking rather the worse for wear and giving a 
story of having ridden the first trip of 30 miles or more each way with 
hardly any rest being allowed to the animals and then receiving orders 
to load up and do the trip again after a halt of barely 4 hours. This 
he said was impossible for the animals to do, with the result that he 
appears to have come into conflict with some officer in charge, and has 
therefore returned to report to us. However we shall have to 
investigate tomorrow. 

16 Mar 1915. Tuesday. SwakopmLtnd. On Sunday we rode out to railhead 
aboyt 9 - 10 miles out. We made a "Bee" line across the desert for our 
destination. This is a real thorough going desert and no mistake. Not 
a sign of vegetation anywhere except a scraggy growth in the bed of the 
Swakop River. Not far from here the deep soft sand comes to an end and 
the surface is then fairly firm, so that it is splendid for riding over 
and motors get along well, as although sand is soft in the hollows one 
can always find a way round on hard ground. When we reached railhead 
we found that our mules were still away. What was disconcerting was to 
hear from Capt. Pymm the officer in charge that ours was the 3rd 
conductor to be sent back which lends colour to my idea that the senior 
Transport Officer having given promises to carry out certain moves, if 
supplied with sufficient wagons, and finding that the various 
conductors were reluctant to kill their animals for his glorification, 
he has dismissed them on one pretext or another to work his own sweet 
will. However this may be it appears that our poor animals are doing 
about 66 miles on one drink and short feeds for each time they make 
this journey. Van Coller gave our conductor a note to Maj. Wilson the 
O.C. Transport saying that he insisted on either an explanation or our 
own conductor remaining in charge of his own teams. We have heard no 
more. ~rom the railhead the country showed no prospect of mending. 
Still nothing but desert as far as the eye could see in every 
direction. We are still waiting until supplies have been accumulated 
for a move in. 
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17 Mar 1915. Wednesday. Swakopmund. The mules came in this evening. 
The conduc•or veported that the note had had the desired effect of 
reinst-ting hi i =harge o• our animals. He reports that two animals 
were ~nocked up and were replaced but otherwise the teams do not look 
too bad considering the aaount o• work they have been through. The 
upshot of the whole th~ng is that we shall have to take a lot of 
persuading before we lend our teams again. Tonight we hear we shall be 
abl= to draw 24 =-•ra mules so that we shall be better off. This will 
mean 12 to each G.S. and ambulance wagon, and 6 to each cart or water 
cart. Ou orders are to leave at noon tomorrow. So our trek starts in 
earnest at !ast. 

19 Mar 1915. Friday. On trek. We left Swakopmund at noon yesterday. 
We found it imperative to leave a good deal of our outfit behind. This 
included all the mens kit except one change of clothing and one 
blanket. Also all tables, benches and camp furniture together with 10 
of our bel 1 tents. We ~ad devised loc•ps of stout rope to lash c;n to 
the mot~r wheels ~or the sand and these proved a great success as with 
an o==asional shove from the men our motors were able to struggle 
through the first deep stretch of sand and are I believe the first cars 
to get out without being towed by animals. Our first stop was at a 
place called Nonidas on the Swakop about 7 miles out. About 1 1/2 
miles out the surface became much harder and the going quite good. 
A!ter watering our animals we started off again and have been going all 
night. It was quite clear but no moon and as far as we could see there 
was nothing but sandy desert in every direction. At about 5am we 
halted where we now are at a sort of subsidiary supply depot not far 
from Haigemchab. Here the Rand Rifles are encamped. There are a 
considerable number of troops moving up. It is curious to see the 
motors forging along over the desert. The surface is Just hard enough 
to make it possible to get along. Motorcycles do marvellously well. 
No sand seems too deep or surface too rough for them. One hears the 
hum of the engines and then a little convoy will go flying by scattered 
over the desert, t isting and turning and skidding as they sort out the 
best ground to go over. The car speedometer registers 25 miles. We go 
on again soon. 

20 Mar 1915. Saturday. A deal has happened since my last entry - to 
continue in order. We trekked on from Haigemchab at about 11.45 and 
got into Husab about 2pm. Here we found a huge straggling :amp. The 
waterhole was about 4 miles down a gorge and a fearful struggle going 
on to get the thousands of animals watered. We immediately on arrival 
tried to find out what was going to happen, but headquarters said 
nothing definite was yet planned. So we sent our animals off to water 
which under the circumstances meant that they would be away many 
hours. T •hen tried to get some rest but many interruptions occurred 
until at 7- m a message came that we were to be eady t- trek again with 
as light equipment as possible at 8pm and carry enough food and forage 
for two days. We were told to move towards a place called Riet. 
Van Coller decided at once to move forward with 4 out of our 6 amb. 
wagons taking 12 mounted men so that we should travel light and have 
the maximum carrying capacity. The rest of the Brigade was to remain 
at Husab to cope with any wc,unded sent back and pass them c,n to the 
coast. It was about 9pm before our mules returned. The next 
difficulty was that no guide was provided nor could we find anyone who 
could do more than give us a general idea of the direction. "Keep the 
Southern Cross on your ~:ght" was about as near as anyone seemed able 
to tell us. 9o with the help of my electric torch we floundered clear 
of the camp. T ere was no moon. Once out van Coller and I skirmished 



24 
about un•il we found a spoor leading S.W. across the desert. With the 
moun•ed men strung out behind us to guide the wagons we moved slowly 
'orwa d until the spoor became more defined. It was a curious feeling 
to strike out across the desert in the dark in a new country and in the 
neighbourhood of the enemy, not knowing for certain that one was sure 
of the road being the right one. This is a typical instance of the way 
in which our highly mobile and irregular army goes to work and I trust 
will net lead to disaster. At about 11.30 pm we decided to outspan and 
rest our mules, and a'ter doing this we found that we had camped not 
far from some transport, which was comforting as it showed at any rate 
we were on the right road. At 5am on the morning of 20th we trekked on 
again, and not long after dawn saw the General and his staff striking 
camp in front, and as it grew lighter still the dust raised by the 
Brigade could be seen. We had been travelling across an immense flat 
toward a big granite mountain and now we saw that the road turned down 
to the left of this mountain and dipped into a wide valley towa ds the 
ri1er. The burghers had no sooner begun to go down when the Germans 
opened fire with shrapnel from some big guns away down in the valley. 
We remained on the crest of the valley watching the troops spread out 
to attack. The Germans were firing very badly as their shrapnel was 
bursting from 200 - 300 feet up in the air. Presently we made ouY way 
down into the vall~y and placed our wagons under cover of a ridge while 
van Coller and I with one wagon and 4 men went forward to where we 
heard a man had been wounded. As shown in sketch we kept along the 
road while the German guns were delivering a heavy fire of shrapnel at 
the sandy ridge behind which the larger part of our force had left 
their horses. By turning down to the left we took the wagon right down 
behind the ridge close to where our guns were stationed. Having got 
the man on board we remained where we were as there was s,:,me risk to 
the wagon in returning. Our guns are under command of Toby Taylor who 
was Capt. of our Soccer team at Pembroke in my year. He managed to get 
his guns under the tail end of the ridge shown, only 950 yards from the 
German guns and out of their sight so that they did not know where the 
fire was coming from. We arrived just before the firing began and got 
a splendid view fvom over the top of the ridge. The fight opened by 
the driving in of the German outposts and an attack on the rock ridges 
marked 1 ~ 2 from. which the burghers drove the Germans with rifle 
fire. It was after this that the guns took position. After a few 
shots our guns found the range beautifully and one after another the 
German guns were silenced. Their gunners must have had an awful time 
and the beauty of the whole thing was that they never could make out 
our position and kept firing right over our heads. While this was 
going on our burghers were working their way in on each flank. Some 
splendid work was done by them on both wings as the Germans had such a 
magnificent position and such splendid cover that only very few c,f them 
were seen all day. About 3 in the afternoon we saw a horseman gallop 
out from behind the German guns toward the road and presently one of 
the gun li~bers came into view making for the road. Our guns 
immediately opened and a shrapnel shell plunged right into the limber 
knocking over the whole team of mules and as we found afterwards 
killing one of the drivers. The Germans then brought up another team 
which was also wiped out and one of the drivers killed. 

23 Mar 1915. A lot of rifle fire followed till dusk and as we left the 
scene of the fight we saw the dust rising in rear of the German 
position and then later followed a most tremendous explosion followed 
by a blaze. During the day we collected 8 wounded and 7 deaths were 
reported. The next morning the Germans were found to have cleared out 
and we went forward. On reaching the position of the German guns we 
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searched for wounded and found 3 severely wounded and one slightly 
injured by a fall. In our search there was every evidence of the haste 
with whi~h the place had been left. There were about 150 unfired 
shells and several bo es of unfired cartridges. Also all sorts of 
personal kit, medical stores, etc. While there were signs of all sorts 
of stores wine, beer, and meal having been destroyed. We have got a 
fine supply of medical stores and a nice officers trc,pical tent. The 
German position was most wonderfully strong and had all sorts of 
natural advantages. Directly behind the guns was a deep gully which 
led down to the bed of the Swakop eventually. It was by this means 
that the guns had been got away and it was evident that the unfortunate 
limber had been sent ou~ as a decoy to draw our fire while their guns 
were being withdrawn down the klc,of. 

25 Mar 1915. Thursday. The Germans had had their camp all alc,ng the 
kloof behind the guns and in the larger one into which this debouche 
right away down to the Swakop where there was a waterhole. Along ·this 
were strewn all sorts of equipment the useful parts of which such as 
stretchers, dvessings, medicines, tents, we gathered up for our own 
use. In searching the following day behind the guns a shallow grave 
was found with 3 bodies, but the task of going deeper was.so unsavoury 
that the men pursued their investigations no further. At another point 
the remains of a man was found who had apparently been struck by a 
shell, the only ,ecognisable part being one leg. So it is evident 
their losses must have been considerable. Our scouts also captured an 
amb. train with 4 corpses on it but allowed it to proceed to its 
destination. Last night van Coller got orders to return to Swakopmund 
as the bulk o~ our Brigade is returning there until the transport and 
supply arrangements have been got into good working order. At present 
they cannot keep us properly supplied. It was therefore decided that I 
should remain here at Riet with 19 men and establish a non - Dieted 
<sic) Hosp. Van Coller trekked at 10pm. This morning Edmeades arrived 
with 15 men and the equipment which had been left with him at Husab. 
He has been through some very hard work. Seeing how things were van 
Coller very wisely had decided to leave Edmeades with enough men and 
equipment at Husab to look after any wounded we might send back, but 
the 9th M.B.~.A. had not been so farsighted and like all short-sighted 
people were landed with a far larger number of casualties than 
ourselves with the result that Edmeades and his men had to take on some 
50 odd wounded which they had sent back to Husab and had made no 
provision for. So poor Edmeades found himself with nearly 70 wounded. 
He managed to get the assistance o• Capt. Vaughan R.M.O. Rand Rifles, 
to· help cope with this rush. He seems to have managed the whole thing 
most ably and deserves every credit for all he has done in running the 
evacuation of the wounded of both our own and the 2nd M.B. 

28 Mar 1915. Sunday. We are gradually getting news of what happened 
to the 2nd M.B. They left Husab the same night as we did and divided 
into two columns. One under Col. Alberts and the other under 
Col. Collins. Alberts attacked Jackals Water which was held by about 
300 Germans and Collins attacked Pforte where there were about 200. 
Alberts captured nearly 200 Germans and 2 guns and 2 or 3 Maxims, but 
Collins seems to have made a mess somehow, and lost about 30 or more 
men either killed or captured. But taken all round and considering the 
positions held by the enemy our total success has been very excellent. 
It seems that Alberts gave the 9th M.B.f.A. no explanation of their 
plans but simply told them to •ollow him. This was of course very much 
what happened to us, but anticipating the necessity for a tent division 
at Husab. We left it there as the 9th should have done too if they had 
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stopped to think a bit. However the ultimate mistake lies with the 
Command·ng Offi:ers in not making the Medical Officers fully acquainted 
with ~heir pla,s, ard i• there is any cause fo gvumbling it will be 
th .... ms l ,es wt.o mus+ take the onus. What must have been obvious to 
anyone loo~ · ..... g more than a ery little way ahead, has nc,w recurred. We 
are stuc~ for supplies. To keep a force like ours supplied in a desert 
is a huge undertaking and one which is entirely beyond the available 
system of transport. Unless some very radical change is made and the 
transpo~t •rains augmented to at least 4 times their present capacity, 
there ill be ==. ..... stant delays to our advance. I am now stationed at 
Riet wi•h 20 men and about 1/2 ouv equipment, while the rest of our 
Brigade has gone ba:k to Swakopmund to wait until a sufficient amount 
of supplies has been sent forward to allow of a further advance. What 
beats me at present is wh~ any attempt has been made to move inland 
ur.til it was certain that we had sufficient transpc,rt to keep us in 
supplies for a stead) ad,an=e. Trekking to and *ro will only wear out 
men and horses and necessitate covering .. Lmdreds of miles more tha·n is 
ne:essary. As fav as the •ighting goes ~he Germans have very little 
chance, as we outclass them in all branches in the field. Our only 
enemy is the country. Hitherto I have had no time to say anything 
about the country and must take . the opportunity now that we are resting 
to say something about it. After leaving Swakopmund we only trekked 
a~out 9 miles by daylight. At this time we passed through barren 
h~llocks, the surface of which was simply disintegrated quartz mostly 
like coarse granulated sugar and giving a very fair travelling 
surface. Duri-g •he same ~ight we seemed to cross an immense flat with 
the same sort of surface but even firmer and the going quite good apart 
from the dust. When morning dawned we found ourselves still among 
endless sand dunes to the South but about 4 miles to the North kloofs 
led down to the Swakop. On the opposite side were the most weird and 
wonderful looking vugged hills and small mountains. These were cracked 
and scored and blistered to an extreme degree and present a~ example _f 
the utmost possible desiccation. They seemed to be composed of granite 
mostly while seams of quartz and an almost black looking fine grain d 
rock ran in fantas•ic lines across the landscape. The pi:ture was one 
of utter desolation. This same country was maintained until we reached 
Husab at about 2pm. Here the camp was at the head of a valley leading 
down to the Swakop. The bottom was broad and sandy while the kloo•s 
leading into it al! round the head and sides presented the most 
wonderful examples o~ desiccation of huge masses of granite. The 
bottoms of these kloofs were soft and sandy with the results of the 
disintegration. The whole effect was of a huge amphitheatre with 
little antechambers !eading off all round. In these were ensconced the 
various small units, like ourselves, the various Colonels and their 
staffs, Headquarter staff and so on while the main force lay in the 
amphitheatre. As we left again at nightfall and trekked all night we 
- w nothing of the intervening country. Here we lie in the bed of the 
~ k~·p. All vound are still the weird and wonde1 ful worn granite 
kopjes while to the South is Langer Heinrich, quite a considerable and 
very rugged granite mountain. The formation on the last part of the 
plain before reaching this valley was worthy of note. It was quite 
flat, the sur•ace instead of being covered with fractured quartz 
was cl ~s Lly and neatly packed with smoothly worn quartz pebbles varying 
in size in :ertain areas, but wonderfully even in size in any given 
area. Mostly they varied from the size of a pigeons egg to be either a 
little smaller or bigger. They were nicely packed and looked as if 
they had been fi~ally rolled with a heavy roller, so that on looking 
down the general effect was that of mosaic work. As fa~ as one can see 
ahead the country is still very rugged and similar in cha acter to wha~ 
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we have passed. Here and there in the ~loofs one sees sc,me very 
drough~ ,esistan~ scrub, but the bushes are very few and far between 
and seem mos+ly tc belong ~o the fat stemmed small leafed varieties 
found :n arid regions. There is no doubt it is a most remarkable part 
of the wovld and one in whi:h the student of Geology would have 
unlimited s:ope #or the study of the effects of desiccation in the 
ext ... eme. The wh~le face of the earth is blistered and scorched until 
it looks like n~~hi g I have ever seen or imagined before. It is 
fairly hot during the afternoon but cools towards evening and early 
mor .. :ng. Unfortunately it seems rather a windy place and as the 
thousands of animals which have passed through and to and fro to the 
water ~a,e thoroughly loosened the ground we suffer from much dust. It 
is no use whatever tryi g t ~ keep clean and every one looks the same 
colour. The dust being composed of disintegrated granite contains much 
mica and as t~is settles all o~er one it looks quite pretty glinting 
and shining in the sun. As the whole 1st Mounted Brigade has now moved 
back for a time Edmeades and 11 men go back too and Join the rest of 
our Amb. Brigade at Swakopmund. I shall await them here. Today the 
Rand Rifles have arrived. They looked very miserable as they came in 
having been mar:hing pretty steadily about 18 miles per day #rom the 
coast. I must sa} I should n ,::t like to have to walk in this pat of 
the world. I am now going to send this part of my diary to Colonel 
Sto~k as he will be interested in our doings and can forward it on to 
you. 

2 Apr 1915. Eventually did not send away my diary for fear of perhaps 
~osing sight of it. The postal arrangements are naturally somewhat 
:rreg~lar. In the interval since writing I have been in Riet. After 
van Coller left I took over the farm house at Riet, a small crazy 
look:ng stru:ture made up o# 4 rooms all of different sizes, none of 
them built t ue, and none u# them having anything to do with the other 
except for a small window connecting a sort of store room with one of 
the larger ones. The place had been ransacked by the burghers and was 
in a fearful turmoil. In the garden they had unearthed a galvanized 
iron drum in which the owner had packed his "cutle"'y and plate''. The 
house stands i an enclosure of about 2 acres. About 1/3 of this has 
been levelled off into garden beds sown with lucerne, and mealies and 
in front of the house the nucleus of a fruit orchard. There are a few 
peach trees and an assortment of citrus trees with labels on showing 
that they were supplied by "H.E.V. Pickstone and Bros". Our first Job 
~as to clean up the house and immediate surroundings and then the 
enclosure. I had the fences mended and gate repaired and Red Cross 
flag installed at the entrance to our estate. The engineers supplied 
us with a pump by the ai- of which we pumped dry and :leaned out a well 
in the front garden and have got a nice supply of water all to 
ourselves. The g,ounds are dotted with large tiees which give a ni:e 
shade and also some gum trees and other imported varieties. At the 
back of t~e house we ha,e ere:ted a section of a fine large marquee 
captured here whi ,__ makes a nice shddy hospital for #rom 15 to 20 men. 
We have also ou ~ operating tents and 8 bell tents pitched around it 
in the shade of the trees and are ready for anything up to 100 cases at 
a pinch. Since the pump has been fixed we have watered the lucerne in 
front and it has shot out nicely. This we are using as a vegetable and 
find it tc be 1 : ~e sweet spinach. Our cook boy Harry has also made 
some quite nice "B( ade" with it, some onion and bully beef. Some of 
the troops a"'e beginning to suffer from t>ie i:;,;::ntinual bully and I am 
hoping a feed of lucerne will set them up. The men have worked well 
and we are as a result rewarded by being as comfortable as 
cir:umstances will allow. The £orce now here consists of Rand Rifles 
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about 200 strong and 300 burghers under Commandant Bezuidenhout. In 
addi+, ~ there is a maxim gun section under Capt. Goldberg <Benjamin's 
pav"-ner in the 4'irm ~f Benjamin and Lawton) a section of S.A.E.C. under 
Cap+. Mul 1 er and an :n""elligence section of about 30 Herera n=tives 
under Cap"". V.en~edy and L"" Howie. So we are a compar-tively small 
community. I am alone in charge of the Hospital but ha·e the company 
and h~lp if necessary =f R.M.O. to the 300 burghers. It is really 
quite pleasant here -n the whole. A good deal o' dust at times usually 
f ,.. 3 4 h e: ... s -11ery afternc,on, pretty h t as sc,on as the sun ises 
and ~air!y ==ol at igh+s. But with good water, nice f-esh lucerne to 
et, - d ~dera""e shade, ""~ings might be a lot worse. Ou patrols are 
vigorously s=outing the country all round for 20 miles out. Yesterday 
I as c~at""ing with Capt. Kennedy who told me he had sent 3 of his men 
and a native boy a long way in to see how the water was. Presently in 
=ame one of the men without his hat and one of the natives. He said 
that ""hey yeached the waterhole they had been ordered to inspect just 
af""er dusk and were resti ,g. This man said that having had orders not 
to rest near the water hole he was annoyed with the others and so he 
and the n-tive withdre and lay down under a bush some little way o~f. 
About 10pm he heard a noise and saw some Germans surrounding the horses 
and 2 other men. They also sp9tted him and called on him to hands up, 
but he and the ~ati e managed to slip away behind a rock and escape. 
We were still discussing this piece of news when who should turn up but 
the Sergeant and o""her man on their horses. They were ver 1 done up and 
a~ter a re-~ ad so e tea related how when they were challenged by the 
Germans they got behind a tree to which two of the horses were 
tethered, the other two being a little away from the tree but between 
them and the German pat ol. They did not answer but while the one man 
covered the German with his rifle the other saddled up quietly. In the 
meantime they head the Gevman order some of his men to go vound in 
rear of t'"'em . Howeve"' .,hen Yeady they got on their horses and bolted 
down the river bed making for a kopje behind which they doubled and 
t~en stood still. The German galloped after them but went right past 
and as soon as they did this, our men followed them right out of the 
river and then slipped away. They declared that the Germans followed 
them in small detachments till 4am after which they saw them no more. 
All ""he explanation these two could give ~ the other men who had run 
away on foot was that they had "cold feet" and there was no necessity 
for them to have bolted. This evening I was ~gain over at Kennedy's 
camp when in =ame Commandant Bezuidenhout to say that a patrol of his 
had just been over to Tuikas (the nearest waterhole to the scene of the 
adventure) and there had found the two horses supposed to have been 
captured the day before. The mystery has not been solved yet. 

3 Apr 19'5 The solution o~ the ~oregoing incident seems t- be that :n 
all probab:lity the German patr 1 was a small one too and both were 
a~raid of the other and in the darkness thought discretion was the 
bet""er ~art, and _ ea:h escaped f-=m the other. This afternoon I went 
in company with c __ 0 nel Wylie - who has now arrived and taken command 
of the troops here - some of his staff and some engineers to inspect 
and destroy a mine whic~ had been laid u Y the Germans. They had 
protected the app oach up the bed of the S 1 J f op River by erecting a 
barricade of thorn trees and barbed wire. Immediately in front of this 
bar icade two mines were placed. The barricade lay at a point in the 
riveY immediately in front of a watering place and where the bank on 
either side conJi3ted of precipitous granite cli~fs. The idea was that 
the horsemen would mass up against this barrier while an opening was 
being made and then the mines would be fired. And this is what very 
nearly ~appened. The burghers massed up against the barricade and one 
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German wh rema'ned behind was seen pulling at a wire to five the 
mi es ror~un-telJ the device jammed and h~ was captured before the 
"ines went ff. The mine ~e was trying to set off was immediately 
disclosed and fire kindled o er it and the dynamite burned out. The 
t~er mine ,as onl, disco e1ed later on and it was this one we went 

down to des~v::'.1• The ._n=,ineevs dug don upon it and placed a charge 
over the cas s ~ dynam~~e. It went of~ with - mighty e p!osion, which 

us~ ha,e wrea~-d havoc had :t gone _~fat the time intended. s~ far 
the Germans ha e no~ met with much success in the mines they have laid. 

4 Apr 1915. Sunday. Today Capt. Redlinghuis ard I went for a scramble 
on horseback along the slopes of Langer Heinrich. This is the most 
prominen~ mountair- in ~his v.._gion and lay on our right flank during the 
engagement of Piet. We s~~urk a game path which ~ook us all along the 
top of a rugged ridge through wild and desolate looking foothills, with 
deep gorges on either side. Whe1e er there was the smallest bit o~ 
level g ound we ~ound the ~oles made by zebras for rolling. The ·only 
li ing things we saw were some small birds, dassies and a pair of the 
brown knorhaan found in the Karoo. The path at the end of 2 1/2 hours, 
brought out on ~o one of the shoulders of the main mountain and from 
this ~e got a magnifi::ent iew o~ ~he ::our try around and particularly 
ahead. Beyond an in::rease in t'"'e growth o# trees in the river bed up 
towards Salem, there was no improvement to be seen in the country 
ahead. We had a fine view of Tinka's rlats over which Commandant 
Bezuidenhout had Yidden many miles in an endeavour to outflank the 
Germans in Riet. As a matter of fact the path over the hills which he 
ought to have come by and did not find passed over the foot of the 
shoulder we were on and was the one by whic'"' we eventually returned. 
rrom our point of vantage we also had an excellent view of 
Modderfontein and the country towards Jackals Water. We could see the 
rail a, line winding up a sandy kloof from the Swakop at Riet and 
ascending by a long gentle slope to the higher flats of Modderfontein 
and on to Jackals Water. This piece of railway had been laid expressly 
for ~he de~en::e o~ this position, and its existence was quite unknown 
until the day of the attac~. The Germans had indeed taken a l=t -f 
~rouble and haie undoubtedly lost a magnificent ::ha~ce of hold:ng s 
back, by ~aili g to hold such a wonderful natural fortress. I don't 
think there can be many other positions where their chances will be 
anything like as good. One pleasing result of our ramble was that in 
spite of his somewhat clumsy appearance I found old Cato is quite a 
handy man with his feet. I have called my horse Cato because not only 
is - he a most splendid old philosopher but he is a bit of an orator 
too. He always has a friendly word to say when he comes across other 
'"'or-es _r is rejoining his f iends. When he rests he dc,es so 
thoroughly. If the night is warm he lies down full length with his 
head resti on the ground and goes sound asleep. The night before the 
attack on ~~et we had not had much rest for 36 hours when we lay down 
to sleep c,n the road for #ew hours before da...,n. ~Jhen we t-ad t :, g::, 
off again I went over to the wagon to which Cato was fastened and 
thoLgh it was rather ::h:lly I suppose he was pretty tired and! ~ound 
him full leng~h fast asleep. I took him by the ears and gave his head 
a shake, at which he vaised his head with a groan, but did not get up, 
as much as to say "Good hea·ens!! Are we off again?". I then gave his 
ears another pull whereupon with more grunts and groans he got on to 
his feet, g-ve himself a good shake, quite clearly indicating "Well if 
it ust be, !' ready". Then if I fall bac~ along the line - and ours 
is a pretty long one when the whole brigade is on the move - to see 
that all is well, as soon as I start forward he will give a loud neigh 
and two or three more until I get back to van Coller's or Edmeades' 
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horses, who are his f, iends. He is quite a chardcter and carries me 
easily and well ~ ~ d is docile and quiet and not easily scared by 
anything. If left loose for a moment or two among any group of wagc,ns, 
i~ does ot take him more than a very few minutes to find where the 
food is. No matter what it is in he soon finds how to tip it out or 
pull open a bag or even bi•e a hole in it if the worst comes to the 
worst. So take it all round he is a splendid fellow for a campaign, 
and I hope when it is over to manage somehow to keep him. 

5 Ap 1915. Monday. New troops came in today and I spent mc,st of my 
time in getting them settled into their various sites. The engineers 
have got some gcod pumps going now and there is abundance cf beautiful 
water. 

6 Apr 1915. Tuesday. This a~ternoon I accompanied Colonel Wylie over 
to Modder f.Jntein on a visit of inspect ion. Here we found Capt. Woc,d 
with 100 men forming a volunteer squadron of the Bloemhof commando, 
doing outpost duty. Their camp lay at the foot of the most immense 
granite boulder I have ever seen. It was not so very high but the area 
rising above the sand was immense. The top of it was pitted and scored 
by the heat and drought, into all sorts of curious crannies and caves. 
In one of the larger caves Capt. Wood made his refuge from the sun for 
the day. It was nice and airy and cool commanding a magnificent 
panorama of the country round. One could see over the whole valley of 
Riet over to the ridge we were on, on Sunday and away back towards 
Husab. He said they had patrolled about 20 miles in and found good 
veld and considerable quantities of game, but no water. On one 
occasion they saw a herd o~ about 300 - 400 Springbok. It was near 
Capt. Wood's camp that the German headquarters had been and here again 
were signs of the rapidity of their flight. In fact they had left 
their camp in the morning for the fight and never got back to it. It 
was near he e that the ambulan_e train was captured but when found to 
be a Red Cross train was allowed to go back. Here as elsewhere the 
country is entirely desert, though there were it is true a certain 
number o~ Euphorbia bushes which ~elieve the eye, but do not signify 
much as regards fertility or plenitude of water. 

7 Apr 1915. Wednesday. Today I have remained in camp all day. A good 
deal of correspondence. A wire from van Coller to say Moffat comes c,ut 
leaving on Thursday and I am to remain here till the brigade returns. 
I am glad o~ this as I did not fancy going back and having possibly to 
return immediately. 

10 Apr 1915. Our patrols seem to be unlucky or careless according to 
the way one views the case. The day before yesterday a Lt. Dempers in 
Uys' Scouts with 2 men went on a long patrol as far as 
Dorstriv~ersmund. On the return when about 8 - 9 miles from Salem they 
off-saddled for a rest, and to wile away the time they started shooting 
at a mar~. This frightened their horses. Dempers remained with the 
saddles and rifles while the men went after the horses, which ran all 
the way to Salem. When they at length returned they found Dempers 
lying on his face shot dead. The whole episode is wrapt in mystery, 
because after searching him they found the bolts of the other 2 rifles 
in his pocket. It is difficult to explain the position as if one of 
the enemy had done the deed why did he leave the bolts of the rifles 
behind? He did not shoot himself as was shown by the direction of the 
bullet. The tracks in the sand showed that he was (so I am told) 
walking along smoking a cigarette and that he fell in his tracks and 
never moved, his cigarette lying beside his mouth. It is curious this 
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should follow so soon on the episode with Capt. Kennedy's men. The 
other men in the Scouts seem to think Dempers must have been shot by a 
nat i ''e scout, o... which both the Germans and ourse! ves are making use. 
T~o days ag~ one of the enemy aeroplanes v isited Rossing but we have 
seen o sigrs h~ e of any attentions ... rom the Germans except the above 
mentioned patrol episodes, both of which are so mysterious. In neither 
case could anyone be absolutely sure of the p-esence of any of the 
enemy. The weather is 'ery uniform here. Calm and cool at nights and 
really very ~old in the early morning. Light breezes come from the 
East during the fore part of the day. It is then still and hot for an 
hour or ~wo and then about 3pm a breeze comes from the West usual 1 y 
considerably stronger than the Easterly one and often sufficient to 
raise a good deal of dust. This dies away a ... ter sundown, and so the 
routine begins again. The heat is never serious and often just 
Pleasant. We often see great masses o ... cloud in the East and flashes 
of lightning which seems to indicate that they are having a good rainy 
season up-coun~ry. This is a great slice of luck for us as it will 
facilitate the rapid clearing of the country when we get on the inland 
plateaux. The news from all sources indicates very clearly that the 
Germans are clearing out of all the Southern regions, and either 
massing what troops they have to resist our Northern force in our next 
advance, or possibly retreating . still further North into what I am told 
is a high mountainous region. I should think the latter course is 
unlikely as we know that they are already short of a good many kinds of 
Provisions. 

12 Apr 1915. Monday. vesterday we experienced quite a goc,d rain. It 
started towards midnight on Saturday and continued to rain gently off 
and on throughout Sunday until well on into the night. This is most 
extraordinarily fortunate as it will bring on the grass splendidly and 
has cooled the air and made everything delightfully fresh. This 
morning Capt. Muller arrived with the first instalment of the Field 
Hospital which is to be established here. With him came Capt. Jamieson 
and Capt. Brothers. The latter was with us for a time at Tempe, and is 
doing dental work. I carr) on for one day more to give them a chance 
to unpack and then await our Brigade which will very shortly be on the 
move again. This afternoon Redlinghuis - one of our Regimental Med. 
Officers and I ode up to Salem, a farm on the river about 7 miles 
away. We had a most delightful ride. From a point about 2 miles above 
this the river bed becomes quite thickly overgrown with fine trees and 
a good deal o ... undergrowth and nice grass. There are evidences of 
quite a lot of game. We saw some pheasants only. Salem is held by an 
advanced post of Uys' Scouts and 2 companies of Rand Rifles under 
Maj. Creswell. There is quite a fine farm here with cattle kraals and 
splendid wells and pumps with quite an elaborate system of zinc 
plumbing _..o- i-rigation purposes. There is quite a nice little 
Bungalow of wood and iron for the homestead. The morning of our 
occupation of Riet a body of our men rode up to this place and 
surprised 4 Germans there who knew nothing of our having driven their 
... orces out of Riet. On approaching the house a Captain and Sergeant 
went forward and called to the Germans to "Hands up". One of the 
Germans however immediately shot the Sergeant dead, while the rest 
tried to escape. One was shot dead and 3 others captured and one got 
~way. The house had many bullet holes in it as our men fired into it 
immediately the German shot the Sergeant. The precaution of clearing 
the farm of cattle had evidently been taken some time before. Some 
donkeys and a few goats was all that was found. The kraals showed 
signs of having been used for camels. Capt. Uys who has lived nearly 8 
years in the country, says that the Germans have gone in quite 
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extensively f_v camel breeding in the s~u•hern regions, but that it was 
unusual • - ~~ d them in use -in this par• o~ the country, as the ground 
is ~oo gh ~ +h ir feet. 

13 Apr 1915. Riet. When at Salem yeste day we had tea with Capt. Uys 
who i~ there in charge of a body of Scouts. There were leaving early 
ext morning about 30 strong to ride as far ahead as they could. This 

evening e hear tha+ they had not returned up to a late hour. Muller 
has been busy all day fixing up their ten+s for the Field Hospi•al. 

14 Apr 1915. Riet. This morning we heard that 14 of Uys' men had 
eturned about midnight It seems th~t the~ came in contact with a 

Ger 1an Patr-1. Uys and one of his men was riding considerably ahead of 
the est when the German patrol of 9 men came in view. Uys fell back 
at once and took up a position among some ocks, and as the Germans 
came on they shot 2 and wounded 3 with the result that they then turned 
tail and ~led•~~ fa,mhouse. The est f •he patrol came up and then 
dro _ ·~e Germans - t ~f th- farmhouse, following up until they reached 
some kopjes in view of Tsoabis, where the} saw what they took to be a 
large German Camp. They had now got somewhere about 35 miles from 
Salem, and no water so they weYe obliged to turn back. Their way led 
back down a dry river bed along which the~ had often passed before. On 
reachi , g a point about 9 miles above Salem they came to a place where 
the river bed naryowed. Two large trees stood on either side but some 
distance o~t fvom either bank. Their custom hitherto had been to pass 
to eithe. side of •hese tYees, but being dark the patrol kept to the 
middle. As they passed between the trees there was a loud explosion 
and one man and his horse were thrown over, and almost immediately 
there was another explosion. Fourteen men had already passed over and 
these went on and arrived in at midnight, but up t= about 10am no 
~ r•~~ ~ws of U)s and the rest of his men had been ~orthcoming. A 
strong patrol of 50 men was sent off early to seek for Uys and make 
further in es•igations in regard to the enemy. Not long after they 
left Uys turned up and said that after the mines exploded he thought it 
wise t~ off-saddle till daylight. 

16 Apr 1915. Riet. Yesterday was full of interest and on the whole a 
very unfortunate one for our men. Early in the morning we heard 
several explosions f v off that sounded like heavy gunfire, and it was 
immediately surmised that Capt. Barnard who was out with the patrol of 
SO men had come in c~ntact with the enemy. A little after 11am came a 
helio to say that a patrol out towards Sphinx on our extreme left had 
come in contact with the enemy, 3 men wounded and one killed, action 
still going on. I went off in the motor ambulance with the driver. In 
spi•e of grave doubts on my own part and assurances of certain failure 

n ~~e par• 0 ~ others! managed to get the cav up •he long deep sand} 
kloof leaving out of this ~lley on to the higher flats around Jackals 
Water. Once on to these flats going was good and easy. Sphinx - the 
place at which the •rouble was going on - was about 16 or 17 miles up 
the line from Jackals Water. At Modder~ontein we had picked up one of 
the troopers as a guide, and now could get along splendidly ~ regards 
pace. It was wonderful to note the effect of the rain. : ades of 
grass were pushing up through the sand and soon the veld will look 
quite respec•ably green, where a short time ago there as not even a 
dead blade of grass to be seen. Our way led out over a huge sand flat 
wit~ a range of ~ine rugged looking mountains of considerable height 
away to the North East. These must be the Ghnos Berg, which I see on 
the map re about 5000 feet i h ight. The huge sand flat sloped away 
to t~e S c ~t~ East ~=wards the£ akop River, from which we had come and 
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were no running parallel with. Right ahead of us on the horizon was 
an isolated l1opje, ,here the-scouts had encountered the Germans. About 
an hour's run brought us to the scene of action. Our 'einforcements 
had Just arr:ved and were coming back towards the wounded men from 
having made ,.. reconnaissance to be sure that the enemy had all gone 
away. We found what had happened was this. A patrol of 30 men had 
come out to Sphin the p"'evious afternoon and slept the night with a 
view to pushing as far forward as possible the next morning. At dawn 
they started off lea'iling 4 men to go over to the kopje and form a 
lookout stat·on. These poor fellows rode over and having tied up their 
horses in a little kloof at the foot of the kopje, proceeded to go up. 
In the meantime a pat ol of about 23 Germans had unbeknown to them, 
hidden themselves overnight in the kopje. The Gevmans al lowed c,ur four 
men .,,. _ dismount and start up the kopje, until the leading man was 
within about 8 yards of where they were lying. Then without a word of 
warning or any attempt to take them p isoners they shot all four men 
simultaneously. On hearing the firing the main body of the pat ol sent 
back a man to reconnoitre and when he got about 400 yards frc,m the spot 
and seeing 5 horses instead of 4 he made off to fetch the others, but 
immediately he turned the Germans fired killing his horse. He however 
ran on in zig-zag fashion and as far as the wounded men c:::,uld tell, 
escaped. The Germans then bound up the wounds of the two men who were 
still alive, shot their horses, smashed their rifles and then made 
of~. When we arrived we found one man lying dead alongside his horse 
at t~e foot of the kopje. In fact it appeared that he was remaining 
with the horses and about to make coffee. Further up we found the two 
wounded men, both badly wounded. While I was attending to and removing 
these .,,.wo men to the ambulance, the rest of the patrol proceeded to 
search for the remaining man and soon found him higher up, near the top 
of the kopJe, lying dead. We buried the two dead in the little kloof 
at .,,.he foot '"'f the kopje, not far frc,m the station of Sphinx, and went 
off again back to Riet. The whole episode was the most cold blooded 
affair up to date in this scene of operations as the Germans were 23 in 
number and had the 4 men entirely at their mercy. They evidently meant 
to ta~e no prisoners. One of the wounded was fired at after he had 
fallen, the bullet going through his leg. One of the killed was shot 
at about 8 yards, at a point where he might have been captured without 
even the other 3 men knowing what had happened. The place is well 
named Sphinx as there is a small kopje of rock lying to the North of 
the railway, which has a remarkable resemblance to the great Egyptian 
Sphinx. The country there though still desert was quite reasc,nably 
well covered with grass, and signs of an increase in bush. Our patrols 
have frequently been out there before and have seen a good deal of game 
in the vicinity. Just after the shooting of the men an aeroplane came 
up and circled over the place for a few minutes and then went off again 
in an Easterly direction. Our patrol said that they had also heard the 
big gunfire over towards Tsoabis as they thought. They had also 
heard rifle fire in a North West direction. So as I drove back I 
wondered whether I should have to go out immediately to Tsoabis, which 
is nearly 40 miles from Riet. 

17 Apr 1915. Saturday. Riet. On arrival I heard that no news had yet 
been received of Capt. Barnard and his patrol , so his Commandant -
Bezuidenhout very much feared he must have got into ser ic,us trouble 
with a considerable force of the enemy. Reinforcements were being sent 
up. I therefore wired to van Coller $or the second motor ambulance to 
be sent through that night so that I might be fully prepared. To go 
out 30 40 miles with animals would mean a 2 or 3 days job. It was 

t till no nearly !Oam next day that news came that Capt. Barnard and all 
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his men were back in Salem. They had penetrated t_. the pcint 
previously reached by Capt. Uys and saw what they also took t o be a 
large German =amp. However on drawing nearer they #ound it was nly 
some fa m bu;ldings at Tsoabis itself, and •hat ·t was being i~ited by 
Germa patrols. They had heard no gunfi e, -O that we came ._o the 
= ncl si-n ·~at the explosions must have been the Germans blowing up 
the rail ay. This info mation ha relie ed the situati_1 considerably 
as ow it would appear that the Germans have gi ~n up all idea f 
venturing to attack us. A wire came #rom an Coller this evening ~n 
nsuer to one fr,....·m me ast.,ing hy he had not se t the secord mot~r 

ambulance, t~ say tha• he h~d not recei ed y original wire. I have 
wired again # it so that it should P h~ ~ this evening or at th 
latest early tomor ow. 

18 Apr 1915. Sunday. Riet. We ate having some hot weather again witt 
hea y clouds in •he East. So I expect there is more ain inland. The 
motor ambulance has net turned up yet nor any wire to say why. 
Maj. Moffat arri ,ed on the evening of the 15t~ so that now the F"~eld 
Hosp. has its full sta#f. We have been helping •hem t se .. •le down and 
as the rough of the work is now over I have moved out and camped 
further up the Ri~er. I ha1e found a splendid place urde the shade of 
some very fine • ees. The ~ommonest kind of tree here.is a sort of 
huge Mimosa. They are really very fine and afford quite good shade. 
There are also a few wild fig trees, like those I have seen in the 
Tugela Valley. The fruit is mo e l~ke a green loquat to look at, but 
is a real #ig. Very sweet and full flavou ed but quite dry and free 
#rom juice, so that they are not pleasant to =at. These trees grow to 
a huge size and ha e nice clean pale stems and tery beautiful dark 
green foliage, the leaf being small and rather like a mulberr~ to look 
at. There are also Kameeldoorn trees, but they do not grow to nearly 
such a size as the other thorn trees. The bul~ of the shorter trees 
and scrub is ild tamarisk, such as one sees along •he O,ange Ri er. 
Today is exactly a month since we marched into Riet. There is now a 
fair accumulation of supplies, bu• the railway is not yet completed so 
that there is oo telling when we shall be eady for a mo1e forwa d 
again. All but about 20 miles of the railway to Jackals Water has now 
been explored. It looks like another weeks work before we ;:an get 
forward. 

19 Apr 1915. Monday. Riet. Very hot again today. Have spent quiet 
time in the shade of my big thorn tree reading and writing. A wire at 
midday from van Coller to say he can't spare motor, and is sending 
ambulance wagon instead. Replied that this will not help. At the 
present time our scouts go out anything from 20 - 35 miles and to 
attempt to get so #ar out with anything but a motor would be 
impossible. I am faced too with the problem that two of our patrols 
might have casualties simultaneously in quite different directions and 
then it would be case of rendering no a·d ~tall to ne, with only one 
motor to do it w;th. The motor ambulances have already proved 
themselves o# inestimable alue and I or,ly ish now we had more of 
them. I have wired to Colonel Stock today to zay how well we can d 
our work with motors and urging more to be sent forward in place of 
wagons. 

20 Apr 1915. Tuesday. Riet. Another blazing hot day with high wind 
in the forenoon and much dust. F"lies are getting very numerous and 
mos~ persistent, so that things have not been ta~ pleasant I am 
writing by lamp light now. The evening is b~lmy and very still and 
from that p-int of view all that could be desired. But as soon as I 
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lit my lamp a ~er 1 ec• showe -f i. sc:ts b-th large and small began to 
bombaYd it, and :t requires 10 small amount of pe se"erance tv go on 
writ;, g in •his shower of beetles, moths, mosquitoes, ~1,ing ants, and 
all man er -f =uri ___ thin~s ~h • aYe sh- - ing d wn. Some-~ them 
b:t= to and all -f ·~-m •i:lle ab- inab 1 J ~s •heJ al~ o,er one's head 
and do,n on·~ nee~. I ha,e had no #urther ord of the moto ambulance 
today, hut have done all my power to get one ~ent out. One al ~ays 
had ~. idea that ; War and where men's Ii es are at -•ale - equest 
for urgent help _ Id be promptly attended to. But no such luck. My 
wires h e g 1e heeded ~or 5 days, on any one of whi=h we migh• hare 
h d a ~all to su==-ur w- ded, quite out o# ·each bJ an;mal •~an-:•. 
I S• at~pmund ne i~: :•, there are toda7 t= my =e·• in J ~ wledge 
no less •hen 5 i~ ,ot mo em tor ambulan=es doing nothing. And here 
where •he~ are urgently needed I ha e with difficulty retained the one 
I am entitled to. However today one Col~nel a• Riet ha~ g _ne in to 
Swakopmund and has promised tv see personally why I can .. ot have the 
help I wan•. This e enin~ I •as warned that patr ls ill be or ~he 

ove agai- •= --row, so! ha e despatched another appeal foy a motor •o 
come th·ough tonight. I am by now not in the leas• sanguin- th t ;t 
ill h- e anJ ore ef~ect •han the previous - es. 

22 Apr 1915. Riet. As I anticipated the motor ambulance has not come 
through. rortunately there has been no call for ;t. The wedtheY still 
remains hot but beside our expe :ence at Upington, it is by comparison 
only pleasa-t. I hear ~~e v ilway ill soo~ be: - 'i g - der and 
then it will not be long before e move forward again. Th;s fternaon 
Colonels Sto=k and Odlum arviv~d, and will leave ag ~ tomorrow 
mor ing. I as very glad of a =ha~ and Col. St=~ ha- agreed to my 
sugges•ion and has cabled for more motoY ambulances t= be sent 
forward. I was also able to explain to Col. Odlum the exceedingly 
uncomfortable position I ha e been placed in, by not ha ing been able 
to obtai~ fu·ther help in a ~ri~is. He has also p omised to get a 
motor sent through on his retu n. 

23 Apr 1915. I had a further =hat ith Colonel Stoc~ this mor ing 
be#ore he and Odl left for s~akopmund The day be#ore }este·d J the 
additional amb. wagon and water c- t arrived. Un#ortunately mule 
haulage is ~o use whatever at the present instance, when the only 
casualties likely to occur will be 30 or more miles out, with no water 
to be had when you get there. 

27 Apr 191~. Tuesday. On Saturday mo~ning about 11am I g_t wire to 
say motor ambulance passing Husab. I was then at Headquarters and sat 
chatting till lunch time. We had just finished lunch when I saw the 
motor a iving. About 1/2 hour later a message came overt ·~ say 
van Coller had come. On coming back to camp I found van C- ller and 
Rev. MacGregor had come in the motor. We had a lot to talk over and 
were at it late t evening when I suddenl; felt rery sicl and 
commenced vomiting. T~is un~leasant st te ~ ~ affair- wen• on all th t 
night and ne,t day, although I merely took sips of water. r• appears 
that some : f the "bully" had not been in too good orde and I think I 
undoubtedly got a slight degree of ptomaine poisoning, as I suffered at 
the same time from aches all over and slight cramping pains in my 
calves and leg muscl~-- Nothing did any good until I had a small 
bottle of -hampagne. followed a severe headache whi-h passed off 
during •he following night. The next mornin~ I #elt rather washed out 
but other ise fit. On Monday we spent a quiet mor i g. In the 
afternoon a message came that one of our patrols had encountered a 
German one and had taken a prisoner, and also shot the horse of an 
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of~icer in the wallets of whose saddle there were found certain orders 
relating to an attack to be delivered on Riet and Salem. Our patrol 
followed up and found a force o~ about 300 Germans camped not far up 
the viver above Salem. Apparently it was decided not to molest these 
in ~he hope that i~ would not upset their intention of making a night 
attack. So once more we went through the excitement of making all 
preparations for a night attack, but as so often happens nothing has 
come of it. At sundown we heard some distant explosions which seemed 
to =ome ~vom the direction of Pforte. I have omitted to mention that 
on Friday 23rd e German patvol of 4 men visited Jackals Water. There 
is a waterhole about 1 mile fvom the camp there (where there ate now 
about 700 of the S.A.I.) and it appears that one of the engineer corps 
was sleeping near this hole and saw these men come in but being 4 to 1 
was afraid to do anything, but lay in hiding. The Germans rested about 
1 1/2 hours and then went on right into the camp before they were 
noticed. They would even then have all got away had not this 
prisonerPs horse gibbed at the fi ing with the result +hat he was made 
prisoner I have often remarked that whereas passwords, sentries and 
all the =ir=umsta1ces of war were most rigorously in force in 
Cape Town, they have become of less and less consequence, the nearer we 
have come in actual touch wit~ the enemy. Up to the present all our 
schemes have to my mind showed the utmost contempt for our enemy. We 
have tveated the Germans as though they were children, and perhaps have 
been justified in doing so, as they have not so far taken any advantage 
of our slackness. What these prisoners have told us is most 
interes+ing. For one thing they say that the troops after (the) Riet 
fight retreated by road and not by rail as we supposed. They went to 
Salem and slept there the night within 9 miles of ourselves. They then 
trekked laboriously on the next morning and for the whole of the day, 
during any part of which it would have been a simple matter for a small 
body of our mounted men to have captured the lot of them and all the 
guns, as they were so deadbeat that they were utterly unable to put up 
any resistance. Looking back it does seem strange that no attempt was 
made to follow up our success. Another piece of information was that 
the aviator had had a fall in landing and had damaged both himself and 
his machine so that he will not be able to fly again for a long time. 
This flying man has undoubtedly put up a fine vecord as he has flown 
mos~ co sistently without accident for the whole period of the war. 
The prisoner had been with the patrol at Sphinx and said they got into 
great trouble with their O.C. for having shot the horses. Both this 
man and another prisoner taken a few days ago said that Colonel Francke 
was in a great dive, drinking hard and very severe on his men. He had 
quarrelled with all his civilian soldiers and was turning them out of 
the ranks. He had given the survivors of Riet a most withering address 
and called them all sorts of hard names for having vacated their 
position. He had ordered his patrols to push forward on all occasions 
until they were actually fired on, in order that they could bring back 
no false rumours as regards our whereabouts. 

28 Ap 1915. Wednesday. Riet. On Monday a force of about 400 Germans 
with 12 guns attacked Trek Kopjes, a point on the main line, held by 
Col. Skinner. Our force had just moved up and had no maxims or big 
guns. They had therefore to advance against the shell fire until they 
got ithin ifle range, upon which the Germans withdrew. Our 
casualties amounted <we hear) to about 40 all told. The attack on this 
place and Salem must have been planned concurrently with this, but 
their courage must have failed them, when they found us fully pYepated 
to meet them. However for two nights now we have been specially on the 
alert. Early this morning the burghers at the head of the general 
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ad ance began to arrive, with the result that the valley - once so 
peaceful and beautiful - is now a cloud of dust and confusion Since I 
moved away ~rom the hospital and came to camp out away from all the 
othe camps under these great thorn trees, I have been able better to 
obser e the bird life. There is really a very large and varied 
assortment. There is a flock o~ 8 or 10 sl~te coloured cockatoos. 
They are about the size of the white ~ellows with the celery ~op, but 
their "top" ·s made o~ flu~fy feathers and fuller than the ordinary 
cockatoo. They have a loud squawking cry, and are not vely beautiful 
to look at. Another bird that has interested me is a very beautiful 
little wood pecker. He has a nice cosy fitting coat striped 
transverse1 y with dark and light brown, while his head is capped with a 
neat f:tting lit~le cowl of vermilion. He creeps about vapping round 
worm holes in the dead branches on the tree above me, until presently 
some unlucky worm looks out and is gobbled up. There are all sorts of 
others that I have -ever seen before. There is one friendly looking 
fellow like a large jay in build, but with black and white marking 
instead. Van Coller and I have just returned from reporting to 
General Brits and Colonel Lemmer. They have both had a step up. Brits 
our former Colonel is now Brigadier General of 1st and 2nd Brigades, 
while Lemmer has taken his place as Colonel of our Clst) Bri~ade. 

1 May 1915. Saturday. On Trek. On Thursday we got orders about 
sundown to tell us to trek at 9pm. We left at that hour in the 
glorious light of a full moon in a clear sky. The mass of transport 
was so great along the road that our 1st stage - to Salem - which was 
only 5 miles from our camp, took us no less than 5 hours. On the way 
we smashed the back wheel of one of our 6.S. wagons. Fortunately we 
have just had a farrier attached to us and he and his mate were able to 
fit the wheel o~ another disabled wagon to ours, and catch us up later 
on. From Salem we trekked on up the Swakop all night, in deep sand, 
but through lovely surroundings. The granite kopjes on either side and 
under the shadow of immense thorn trees in the river bed. By 4.30am I 
called a halt and after a cup of coffee had an hour ' s sleep, trekking 
on again at 7.30. About 11am we reached Dieptal, but found no water so 
trekked on ~or another hour and then outspanned in nice little grassy 
kloQf alongside the river, but still no water. On we w~nt again. It 
was now getting hot and I felt very sorry for our poor animals. By 3pm 
we reached Horibis where we overtook our Division. There was still no 
water so we started to dig in the river bed but were most unfortunate 
going 17 feet in one place and 10 in another without stri 1~ing water. 
After sundown we managed ~0 water our animals by making use of some 
holes made by the burghers higher up. We were just falling asleep, 
when a messenger came with orders for us to trek at 6am. So up we had 
to get to make all arrangements for an early start. Our orders said 
trek light with ambulance wagons only and 2 days rations to be made to 
last 4 days. We turned out at 4.30 this morning and trekked away after 
drawing rations. We are now at Dorstriviersmund, where our advanced 
columns came in c ntact with the enemy yesterday afternoon. A mine was 
successfully exploded under one of the commandos killing 3 men and some 
horses. 

2 May 1915. Sunda~. Dorstriviersmund. My notes were brief yesterday 
as after continuous trekking and little sleep one does not feel much in 
the mood for writing. At the best of times writing is not a 
comfortable pastime on trek. However we haJe not moved since yesterday 
forenoon. Our camp site at Horibis was quite the most beautiful we 
have yet struck. At this point the river bed was about a mile wide, 
and except just where the water occasionally runs there was quite a lot 
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of gy ss and weedy gyowth. Dotted o v ey the width vf the valley weye 
little gYoups of the most enormous thoYn tYees I have eveY seen. UndeY 
one o~ the biggest of these we made ouY camp in beautiful shade, and if 
it had n ~t been foY the an. iety about wateY, n +hing could ~ave been 
moYe delightf l +har this beau+i~ul spot. TheYe was lot~ of animal 
life. Pheasants weye plentiful and all soYts o# beaut:f l birds, while 
just at dusk a small buck Yan down the YiteY bed, not far fYom wheYe we 
sat. It as theYefoye with a ceYtain amount c# Yegret that we had to 
pacJ up ouy tyoops and tYek away. All the moYning we tYekked up the 
bed o f the YiveY, the lanes of gYeat +r ees on eitheY side gYowing with 
such regulayity as t ~ive the appeayance -fa majestic avenue such as 
one sees in some of the old paYks in England. The scene c,f the mine 
explosion was ya+her ~readful. One came across pieces o~ hoYse and men 
oveY 100 yaYds away and i ~ the afteYnoon when van Colley and I climbed 
a kopje fully 100ft up its side and about 150 yaYds fyom the mine we 
found fyagments o# one of the ho: ses. The most marvellous escape was 
tha+ of one o~ the men who was thYown some 50 yaYds away and landed in 
a high thorn tyee wheYe he stuck and which he even+ual ly came d,:,wn 
quite uninjured. The ine was fiYed - as we subsequently found - by~ 
men lying in a little nook among some rocks and bushes. They easily 
escaped a#ter the confusion caused by the explosion. I must say that I 
shall not be in the least surprised i# ouy men take ·some fearful 
reprisals, if the Germans go on with this soYt of thing. It appeays 
that the GeYmans were holding this point, where the river narrows, but 
when they saw some of ouY men weYe likely to outflan~ them they cleaYed 
off without loss of life on eitheY side. Ouy division undey 
General Brits consis+s of the 1st and 2nd Mounted Brigades about 5000 
strong. At present the 2nd and the right wing of our Brigade have gone 
forwayd and Edmeades with B section. The rest of us are I imagine 
forming a sort of reaYguard. We have no more food left now for men or 
hoses beyond wha+ we have been able to sa,e from our former rations, 
and when I think of the difficulties of transport I am wondering where 
ou~ next supplies are coming from. We have had all ouy animals out in 
the kloofs today picking up what they can in the way o# grazing but it 
is very very little. This morning I got my rifle out for the first 
time, and went out just before dawn. I was fairly luc~y, as I had nut 
got moye than about 400 yayds up a kloof when I saw a steenbok which I 
managed to shoot. We had some of it for lunch today and though tough 
#or want o# hanging it was nice to get some fresh meat. Van Colley and 
I went out again later but saw no more game. I shall try again at dusk 
as meat is becoming a necessity with the promise of no rations in the 
near future. At about 1pm we heard 2 loud explosions on ahead which 
must be mines. We have had no news yet from those ahead so I suppc,se 
we shall not perhaps trek on till tomoyrow. 

6 May 191~. Thursday. Karibib. We entered this pla:e in the small 
hours o# the orning after a trek of about 40 miles without food and 
water for our poor animals. However they came through wc,ndeY #ul ly 
well. The Germans have cleared out and left their women and children 
together with a certain number of officials and old men. To return to 
the events of the last few days which I have not found time to enter 
while on trek. On Sunday evening we had a chat with Col. de la Rey and 
from him heard that he was awaiting orders to move forward at any 
moment. That provisions were practically finished. So next morning 
van Coller and I started off at dawn for a shooting expedition. After 
being away 3 hours we had the disappointment of not seeing any game at 
all. On arriving back in camp at 10 am we found everything ready for a 
forward trek. Our way led up the bed of the river again in deep soft 
sand fearful work for the wagon teams. On the way up we passed some 
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~eserted native kraals the ~irst signs of native habitations we had 
yet seen. At midday we rested and wa~ered our animals from holes dug ~n 
the river bed. We trekked on again at 2 pm and about 4.30 reached 
Gamikaubmund where we found the whole of the remainder of the division 
encamped along the river bed. In the evening we were informed by Col. 
Lemmer that there were no more rations for men or animals, but we could 
h~re some goats ~or food and must do the best we could wi~h grazing for 
•he animals. In this connec~ion I may say that we were still in 
desertland with just a very little seed and coarse g~ass to be found 
here and the1e. Our orders were to discard everything we could do 
without. So we once more resorted our wagons making up one G.S. wagon 
load of drugs, dressings and a few essentials, per section, and sending 
these the remaining wagons and all the men we could do without. Our 
order was to trek at 8 am the next morning. 

4 May 1915. Our way again led up the river bed and after tvekking for a 
couple of hours reached Bull lout. Here there was a fine farm where a 
large orchard of date palms was laid out on a stretch of river bed. We 
rested all day getting orders to trek at 1.30 am on May 5th 15. We 
were told we must go right through to Karibib - nearly 40 miles, with 
no water and of course no feed for the animals. We were off fairly 
punctually and made 10 miles · i~ ~ hours and then rested for 2 hours. 
We had now trekked out of the river and were making across a grea• 
gradually rising plain covered with quite a heavy growth of thorn bush 
and a little tussocky grass in places. After this halt V.C. and I 
ranged out into the veldt to try and get some shooting. Quite close to 
our halting place we came on the fresh spoor of a lion while there has 
heaps of spoor of all sorts of buck and large antelopes. We saw quite 
a number of small buck, hares and Knorhaan, but no large game. Though 
we perser ered for 4 hours we got no chance of a clean shot at any of 
the small bucks we saw. I came vight on top of a fine big jackal, but 
did not shoot as we were very anxious to obtain meat. We rested again 
at midday and during the rest I managed to shoot a large hare which we 
gave to our drivers. During the afternoon we reached Undas and just 
beyond camped again for 2 hours. Here we decided to give all our water 
to •he animals, which amounted to about 2 gals per beast. At th:s 
outspan we had a shot at some game, but the light was bad and the range 
long and we had no luck. V.C. knocked over a Knorhaan earlier in the 
afternoon. At 8.45 pm we got away again on our final stage and by 1.30 
am today May 6, 1915 found ourselves in Karibib. We were all glad to 
drop into our rugs and sleep till daylight. Personally I had a most 
refreshing sleep and in spite of long trekking and little sleep, was 
quite fresh again this morning 

9 May 1915. Sunday. Karibib. On awakening on Thursay morning we 
found ourselves quite close i to this town. When we stopped at 1.30 
am I was not at all sure that we had really reached Karibib. As I have 
Often said before the nearer the front the less the precautions, and up 
to the time we decided to halt no one had challenged us nor had we seen 
anyone, though lights shining here and there, and the dim outline of a 
church steeple made us sure we were either at Karibib or some village 
not far out. However when we woke, there we were quite close in to 
this •own and as luck would have it almost alongside a neat looking 
hospital. This proved to be a native hospital in connection with the 
large rlemish nursing station here. We were met at the Hospital by a 
nurse who brought us the keys. I think all the inhabitants were 
extremely nervous as to how we were going to treat them. I suppose 
they expected we should treat them as their ~ountrymen have done the 
Belgians and billet our soldiers on the Towns folk and levy a war 
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contYibution from the town. As a matter of fact General Botha called 
them all together and told the men that they would ha1e to surrender 
dll arms and ammunition and give their parole and otherwise they are 
permitted to go their way. No one has been allowed to come into the 
~own e -ept b} special per ission a~d only those buildings re being 
made use o# which are governmen~ property or are not in use. This is 
quite a fair ~ized town with good buildings. There are 3 large hotels 
and some qLi+e fine railwa) buildings and stores. The people are very 
short of provisions, and many things like jam, salt, tea and coffee are 
almost finished. There are about - so I believe - 50 men 100 women and 
150 children. The military had left them 2 bags meal, 7 bags rice and 
36 bags mealie meal and this they reckoned was to su#fice them for 2 
mon~hs. They ha e plenty of meat and good butter and I suppose milk -
though we have not seen none yet. The altitude is 3845 feet and the 
climate seems very pleasant. Just like the Karoo. Most glorious fresh 
bracing mornings and then inclined to be hot, but not unpleasantly so. 
We arranged to take a room at one of the hotels ~or a day or two so as 
to get cleaned up and rested. However on arrival as I mentioned we 
were handy for the ative hospital and ~ound it very nice and clean 
with very com#ortable adminis+rative quarters, so we had a glorious 
wash and shave. A search round the ~own ~ollowed. We found a ci ilian 
doctor who was running a small pri ate nursing home, apothecary's shop 
and consulting rooms as well as dwelling house all in one. There was 
also a very tumbled down military hospital in rear of the local gaol. 
This we took possession o# and cleaned it up and got it in order for 
our patients. Today we had a chat with the missionary people as a 
result of which ~hey have given us a couple of very nice rooms in the 
administrative portion of the hospital, where we took up our abode 
today. This is both more comfortable and economical for us, as the 
hotel charges were inclined to be high. Yesterday evening V.C. and I 
went out in the motor to hunt for pasture and took our rifles. We saw 
4 springbok and had a long shot. There were lots of Knorhaan and a 
fair number of steenbok and quite a number o~ wild ostYiches. As we 
were not successful in shooting an)· buck V.C. bowled over a ~ine cock 
ostYich, which we gave to ouv native drivers much to their delight. 
rood is still very scarce. ror 5 days we had no issue of rations at 
all except ox or goat, while the animals had to do what they could with 
the very scanty pasturage. Meat, with not even salt for several days 
on end is rather short commons and men were offering 1/- a piece for a 
biscuit from those who had been providential enough to horde up a few 
against an emergency. This place was approached by 3 routes. Along 
our route 44 mines were discove ed, along another 87 and by the third, 
the whole of which has not as yet been traversed 53. In spite of this 
our total losses from mines have been 7 killed and 6 wounded. The 
Germans on the other hand had one of their companies pass over a mine 
which had been laid without their knowledge and this exploded in their 
midst '~illing and wounding 38. In addition to this two men of their 
patrols were killed in another. So that their #iendish plans have 
recoiled severel/ on their own heads. Great credit must be given to 
our engineers and others who were set the task of locating mines, and 
many narYow escapes have been recorded. It seems that a plan of the 
disposition of many of the mines fell into General Botha's hands in his 
advance on Otjimbungwe. The forces that went by that route, detached a 
commando +o come over this way. These report that they passed through 
some glorious country. They describe it as some of the best country 
they h~ve seen in Africa. Splended grass, quantities of fat cattle and 
sheep, and lots of water. These people only suffered the inconvenience 
of living entirely on meat as we had done but did not have the added 
disadvantag_s of no water and very scanty pasturage. When one views 
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the whole move up here it has been rather remarkable. The time 
occupied was 7 days and this.was accomplished on 2 1/2 days rations for 
men and animals through a dese'~ 1 and "'or most of the way. E\en n 
arri a 1 here, there was no =ert~inty of anyth.;.ng and as a matter of 
fact ~here was no food to be had for the men as a whole for two days 
until a couple o"' wagon loads of biscuit and dried fruit came through. 
So re~lly the men have gone for 9 days on 2 1/2 day's rations. Several 
engi~eers ha e been found here and this ~orning the first tra~n came 
th-ough bringing a little more food, so now we may hope that some 
fodder will be brough~ through soon for the animals, who have only the 
poorest of grazi gas a reward for their arduous trekking. 

13 May 191~. Thursday. Etiro. For the past 3 days since my last entry 
we have been resting at Karibib. Rations are still very short indeed 
and one feels lucky to get even 112 rations, while the wretched animals 
have t-:: be content with such grazing as they can get and the issue of a 
stray pound or two of fodder. We were informed that the force would 
not move f om Karibib for about a month, that during the interval 30 of 
~he t oops were to be sent back and the remainder organised for the 
finish of the campaign. So e eryone began to settle themsel~es down 
for a prolonged stay. To this end we searched round the town and hired 
a room from one of the Towris "'ol k. No sooner had we m·oved al 1 our 
things and made our arangements, than an order comes that we are to be 
ready to trek at 7 pm on the 12th. The Brigade was to mo ·e on in 2 
wings of 500 picked men and animals in each. Our ar angement was to 
take 4 ambulance wagons leaving the heavy wagons and tent divisions at 
Karibib. Our ambulance wagons travelling in 2 sections with a water 
cart and S-otch cart in each. Edwards in charge of B section with the 
left wing and myself in charge of A section with the Right Wing. V.C. 
of =ourse free to move with H.G. Staff. We were away punct-ally at 7 
and trekked at a good speed for 5 hours reaching this p!ace in the 
Kahua ri er at midnight. Here we outspanned and had orders to be veady 
for the road again at about 5 am. However later on the Brigade Major 
came over and told us the astonishing bit of information that we were 
to return to Karibib in the morning as" General Botha had wired that 
he did not approve of th.;.s forward move". This is I thint, about the 
finishing +ouch to a casual campaign. Just fancy a move of this 
magnitude having been planned and put into effect within the command of 
a General without even acquainting him of their intentions. Just 
picture a General having given instructions for a Division to reduce 
its strength by 307. and reorganise and remain at a certain place to do 
it and then find that it has planned a fresh little campaign all on its 
own account, and put it into effect. The whole thing is grotesque and 
Gilbertian. I do not wonder General Botha has peremptorily ordered us 
to return On arrival here we were met by 2 of the Scouts of our 
Brigade saying that they had ~ome in contact with the enemy about 17 
miles ahead and had 3 seriously wounded. It was then 12 midnight of May 
12 13. V.C. decided to sent Capt. Redlinghuis the R.M.O. of Left 
Wing, with one of our ambulance wagons to attend to these wounded until 
we came up. He left about 2 am and subsequently returned at dusk the 
same day. He reported that on arrival he found 2 of the wounded had 
died before his arrival and he had brought back the wounded man with 
him. 

15 May 1915. Saturday. Karibib. We gave the mules a short rest and 
then t ekked on till midnight until we had passed our rear guard. It 
is worthy of mention that the rear guard don't worry about the 
ambulance one bit. They had simply gone off and left us at dusk to 
come on as best e could. We trekked again at dawn and got into 
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Karib~b a~ m"dday May 14.15. During th_ early part o~ the even~ng and 
up ~o abouf: 11 pm we saw ----::Jet -ign ls (red and ... lue stars> sent up 
sever - 1 ~i es f om the tops ~f neighbouring kopjies. These must be 
German look-out men. 

22 ~ay. Saturday. Aukes near Usakos. We remained in ~aribib until 
Tuesday, filling in the ~ime by ~elping Maj. Mo~fat open a hospital. 
In fac• e we~e gi en~ Aerstand ~h-f: we should be ~n ~a-ibib fo a~ 
lea~t 14 days. Ho,e~e on Tue.day orning at 7.35, ith t the least 
previous warning comes an order to trek at 9 !!! This with ~11 our kit 
sp,ead t~r - ugh an extensive hospital 11 Sv we made up our minds just 
to get a ay :n our wn time and not wor'y about trying in the least ~o 
keep up with our brigade. By about 4.45 all was in readiness and we 
le~t Karibib en rou~e ~o ~his place. We out=~anned abut 8 pm and 
camped ~or the ight. The nighf:s a e getting really very cold now, but 
•he wea~her is glori us and absolutely ideal for~ ekking. Immediately 
on halti g big fire • made, our valises ~o ~ ou~ and each.man 
arranges ~imself according to his ideas of com~vrt. In the meantime 
the "bo)s" cool our meal, and within an hour or so of halting everyone 
is slowly settling himself to est for ~ ... _ ~igh~. The nights are 
bvilli nt w;~h stars or moonl~ght as the case may be, and t~ere is 
seldom much wind to b ther us. Taken all round this is qu-ite an ideal 
climate for outdoor li~e We were off agai at 8 am and I ranged out 
in the veldt in the "-,pe of getf: ing some game, but beyond a few 
f!eeting shots at running duikers and steenbok I had no luck. B} 
midday we reached Usakos and ,ested to water the animals. Usakos is 
quite a ni..:e lif:tle +own. It ~ad been entirely deserted by the Germans 
and nati e population There are some magni~icent power ho-ses and 
wor~shops and quantities o~ water. Detachments of the D.L.I. and T.S. 
ere in p ssession. A railway b. idge bet een Usak-- and Ka ibib and 

had been des~ oyed an~ a gang of our people was had at work repairing 
it. After lunch wet ekked on down the Kahua river until we found our 
straggling camp. The ~amp is on a farm called Aukos. The general 
opirio .. is tha~ t ... is far was a gover~ment experimental station. There 
is a fine indmill and accom~dation for watering 400 animals 
simul~a~eouslJ The ~a 1,es on ~he edge o~ ~ ~st swelling plain, 
under the shel~er o~ a big mountain. The plain is sandy and co,ered 
sparsely with thorn bush varying from 5 to 10 feet in height. Judging 
bJ •he quantity of spoor there must be lots o~ springbok, small buck 
and several arieties vf large game. On Thursay V.C. and I decided to 
sally forth for a shoot. We had been out f~r a short time before 
sun~et on our arri al and v.c. shot a steenbok. We heayd tha~ ~rom 
Thursday at 12 an armistice was to be declared. We left camp at dawn 
and drove ou~ about 6 miles in the car. By 10 am we saw a jackal and 
one or two steenbok. Then we had breakfast. We were now a long way 
out and on some risi~g ground and as the going for the motor had been 
quite good we gave the d :ver instructions to make for a kopje a good 

ay ahead and awai• us ~here. We then sep~ a+ed and after going about 
an hu~r I had a sh _t at a springbo~ but failed to get him. At this 
poi ~ we ~~und ~he gr : · d as getting very undulatory and ough and 
ha ing fears that the motor would be unable to get to the rendezvous we 
decided we must take up the spoor and follow him up. Unfortunately the 
man has only just joined up and we did not know what we were in for. 
After some trouble we found the spoor and followed it for 3 1/2 hours 
until we ~ound it h-ading along a road towards Usakos. We were now of 
course aver, l~ng way f-om camp ard without f-od or water, and about 3 
pm. We followed the spoor a bit fur•her until we came to a farm where 
we found a fi~e ,ell but it had been blown in by the Germans, so o 
water. We ow made up our minds that the driver, finding it impossible 



43 
to to the rendez ·ous had made up his mind t return. Then 
commenced a wear, trudge. It took us 4 hours t~ get back to camp, and 
both of ~ felt pretty well done. We had been walJ ing 10 hours without 
wat_. T top i~ all we ne er saw a si gle head ~ game. The driver 
had not eturned. It is years since I had such a walk. We must have 
covered some where about 25 miles or more. The next morning the motor 
driver turned up a~ about 10 am saying that the car had broken down and 
he had walked part of the way in the previous e ening and started away 
about 5 ~hat m~rning to get i~to camp. 

get 

24 May 1915. Monda). Aukos. To continue - ~he motor driver said he 
could easily find the car. I had my doubts when I had heard all his 
story as ~his ~uge plai r swells up very gently towards its cen~re and 
has no kopjies or undulations sufficiently d:stinct to make them one 
from the other. However at midday I started off on horse back with the 
motorman, our conductor and a team of 6 mules with their drivers. 
Three hours alki~~ ~~ough~ us to where we could get a fairl} exte~ded 
view of the region in which we had left the car the day befo~e, but I 
very soon saw that ~he ot-rman h d not the foggiest notion of where he 
had been and where the car was. I therefore decided to leave him and 
the mules to rest until sundown and to go on with the conductor in a 
direction in which I felt sure we must cut across the .spoor of the 
motor. My instructions were that if we did not return by sundown the 
mules were to return home. The conductor - Pollard - and I then rode 
forward and after going for about an hour or more we struck an old road 
and following this for some time came on the spoor of the motor turning 
onto it. It was now about 5.30 and as i~ gets dark about 7 there was 
no time to be lost, so we set off at a canter along the road. About 6 
we rode right into a laFge herd of springbok. There was a slight rise 
just in front and they were breaking across the road. I slipped off my 
ho~se quick, and managed to get in 3 sho~s in rapid succession as they 
dashed across the road and in~o the bush on the other side. One buck 
fell dead in the road while another wounded one remained behind and the 
3rd shot I must have missed. Not anticipating any shooting that 
evening I had only 3 cartridges in my magazine. While firing the last 
shot and ,echarging my rifle the wounded buck made off in the bush and 
as I was pressed for time I did not follow. The buck I had shot turned 
out to be a ·er; fine big ~at ewe. We pushed on again and about a mile 
further on I saw a ~in house ahead. As we drew nearer I saw the spoor 
of horsemen. The horses were shod with German shoes and had passed 
along the road since the motor had done so the pre' ious day. When 
about 400 yards away I saw the smoke of two fires and as so far the 
German patrols had always fired at sight on our men I thought it wise 
to see who was there, so we struck into the bush until I caught sight 
of a na+i e, and then I knew +here were no Germans about as the natives 
are escaping from them in small batches regularly now. At this place 
we found a waterhole with some very uninviting looking water in it, but 
it was all Yight for the horses. The motor spoor now turned out 
~omewards through the veldt and we pushed on as fast as we could until 
it got too darl to see any more. We then off saddled for a hour until 
the daylight had quite gone. There was about a 1/4 new moon and I 
hoped that it might be possible to follow the spoor again later. When 
we started away again we managed to hold the spoor by picking it up 
here and there in sandy places until our perserverance was rewarded by 
coming upon it, in the bottom fa shallow valley. As far as we could 
judge we were now about 10 or 12 miles away from camp and the 
difficulty was to so locate the car as to be able to find it again the 
next day. To this end we fixed a white flag in a thorn tree in the 
nearest rise and then kept along a cattle path until we struck an old 
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---d '-fe'e we set ... ~ dead b shes - &i e n d ~~ t .... p 1 g th.=.s 
r=:ad ... nt il e ::ame out on a el 1 used oarf e '. e f. ~e e arked 
~he ~lace ag ::.n by draggi g b -~ ~ ice acr~ss ~he road an~ ~hen flt 
~at:sfied ~~ere ould be 10 ~.:.fficulty on the morr:. Net d J •he 
condu::tor went out and brought ~he c i,. We found thcs~ the dri · g 
sha~~ ; th ;ght h 1~ -f ~he b-ck ~ le had - bad ~1 a ·~ i~, wh:ch 
had gi en a~. Thus ended our ~,v_t ard -~h ' e ~~ul sh t i 
G.s. 11 1~ i a long t; si ce I a e had su::h - 1 g ::.de, di~ 
speaks el 1 f .Jr the cl i ate that I felt no e cessi e r ~ • g e, vc ~ 

-fter ~he long trudge in on t'le first d y. At the p 1::ser.t ~ime we re 
res~in'::J ai.~ or::,ani.::.ing our f_, .:..a:, so ~ar cat any , ~- as th burghers 
are concerned. Our ~amp 1,;. - on the ~dge vf a a~~ sw lling pl i, 
c ed i~h s~un+ed thorn bush h"-h ·s very spa se, bu~ iewed ~ 

distance 1 - ~~- quite dense. The s il ·s mostl 1 s nd, and qui•e b e, 
as -ll the grass o ather such g a=s as ~he e was i no qu:te dead 
and gone. Just here and there in ... he bottoms o~ slight depressi son 
::omes ::r~s a lit~le dry gras~ o possi~ly ~ho ing sig s -~ ~e b~ing 
green. E'-en in the most fu ~her sp ts ·t only grows i er 1 sca-,,.~e ed 
tufts The bush is just high enough to make it impossible t see 
ar/ ... hing more thar a ~e~ hJndred )a'ds i a I d: _cti s ~h-~ it is 
we 1 1 i gh : mp oss, b 1 e t 1 oc ate ~+ i ng 1 it e a c ~ r g n .1h i c h I ou 
might ~ish to make a ~ase fuv th- days hunting. D rig my 1~ ~ -~ 
after the motor I sa.., an.1 qu ntity of spo-· of Kud- and Gemsboi but 
never saw any of t'lese animals in any part or m) journey. Ye5terday 
V.C. and I went out again on horseback. We left camp at 5 am nd r de 
st-~ight out to the aterhole whi::h e ,eached abou~ 8 am. Here we 

es~ed ~ed and wa~ered ur h - rse~ _ d ~hen pushed ~u~~h' ou~ i ten+ · n 
getting at least a Gemsbok i~ n ... a Kudu. H we\ we had no such luc~ 
for ~~ough we kept goin"::J t.=.11 one ~'.:l :~ e e,e 5 ~ingl- head of 
game o& an)I sort. We th .... n es ... ed while and turned homew 'ds. At 
about 2 pm I spotted a si .gle sp ingbok, just in ti ,e ... s ~pour 
horses in a slight "loopje" r shal 1 - ter course (of cou, Sc no ate ... 
in it). 'le 1 eft the an· mal s i th our two "bo,.s" ar d gcing fo ward 
carefull/ foun~ ourselves between 300 or 400 yavds awa)I f ma large 
herd o~ spr::.ngbok. We got up+_ 300 and sta' ... ed ~ir;ng. The shooting 
is re 

I 
d:fficult as _ e 1

1 
g_ ... s cs fl1::eting iew r ~t i ls 

they dash through the bush. Hos~ f the herd did not kn . where we 
were and so the whole lot became confused, with the result that we each 
put in about 7 or 8 shots before they finally disappeared. After it 
was al 1 over we pic'·ed up 3 dead bucks and then when rang.:. g oun~ I 
came across ~~other which I als- shot. We now each had - bu::k on ou r 
horse s • e made towards home. On a little way we again came on two of 
the herd, one of which I shot and when going to finish if off, we saw 
another 6 or 7 one of which V.C. wounded, but did not get. We were now 
about 4 h . urs ride from camp so we pushed steadily ba-k. About 112 way 
home we came suddenly into another small herd of springbok but 
unfor•unately they saw us before we did them and got away before we 
c ld get ~he ra,ge. Toda~ we = busy mating biltong wh! s eally 
~he -bJec ... of our shooting, as e have no .:.sh to b~ landed f -e er 1 
weeks 1':2 and 1'4 rations as we .... 'e dLr.:.ng the last m e. 

25 Ha)I 19'~- Tuesday. Kl: Aukos. Yesterday our post ::aught us up at 
last and we eac~ got a big accumulation of letters, papers and parcels, 
enough to keep us going in l::.terature for many days to come. I hear 
th~+ our pla~s are to remain he e ~- another 10 days= so until the 
animals are ~ell rested and ha e picked up a bit in condition. At the 
same ~~me supplies will be accumul ted and hen all is ready we ad,ance 
on the Northern district~. Yesterday one of our moto s - let ... o C-1. 
Odlum to go to Windhoek in, ::ame through. The driver - id he had 
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instructions to go on down to Ra~lhead (Gatub) and meet Col. Stock. So 
we expect him .a.o pass through today sometime and shall ask him to take 
this back. 

28 Hay 1915. rriday. Au~os . On his return Col Stock passed through 
to Karibib by a different route so sha!l ha to ait the chance of 
seeing him on his homeward journey. All the burghers who were sort~d 
out for return have now gone and I suppose we shall have a quite time 
waiting for the ne,t move, though I presume ~haere will be a ceytain 
amount of yeorganisation in the medical sey ice as well. Ea'ly on 
Wednesday morning we heard the hum of an aero.pl - e and saw one of r 
long expected machines coming in ftom the West. Our people seem to 
ha,e been rather unfortunate up to the present as o e ~f the machines 
have been a succes~. This one however is a fine bi-plane and was 
expected to be able too ercome most difficulties. When it passed over 
our camp it was flying at a great height, and ith a glass appeared to 
have two men in it. We shall all be curious to see to what degree it 
will be able to help us with scouting in a country like this, when 
distances are grea.a. and the people in it, few and scattered. In any 
case it made a splended flight that morning and we heard later arrived 
sa~ely in Karibib. On Wednesday van Colle and I decided to go out 
again for some more buck, as we have been unable to get any .fresh meat 
since leaving Karibib, though the burghers are being issued with fresh 
beef still. This is one of .a.he innovations of our cuYious army. If we 
send to headquarters and ask ~or mea.a. they give a letter to one or 
other of the Commandants who if he feels so d~sposed, ill issue meat • but if not he takes no notice. rurtheY orders~ om headqua ters meet 
with the same fate but no pressure is brought to bear on an7 defaulting 
Commandant. There seems no penalty whatever foF the nonfulfilment of 
orders, beyond occasionally a mild remonstrance for the senior 
officer. Everyone in consequence from the highest to the rank and file 
seems afraid to take up a firm line, so that discipline is certainly 
absent. Men will disobey orders and insult and even strike thei 
o~ficers without there being any penalty in~licted. As an instance of 
the general sort of mix up among the force, Capt. MacGregor 'the 
parson) was asked by our Wing Colonel to join his mess. The mess 
consists of the Colonel, his 2 brothers who are burghers (privates) 
another man who is a sergeant, and the cook. The cook prepares the 
food and puts it all on the table and then all including the cook sit 
down together. A few days ago the Captain who was adjutant to thic 
same Colonel was one of those sent back home. He (the captain) had a 
young~ brother (who was the sergeant on the colonels staff) so the 
difficulty of filling the place of the departing Staff Captain was 
easily overcome, by making his young sergeant brother staff Captain in 
his place 11 Imagine in an ordinarily constituted military force, th~ 
feelings of the other dozens of officers thus passed vier !! However 
this is typical of the manner in Jhich the whole thing is run. At the 
beginning of the war the Captain in eh~ ge of the Brigade Train 
(transport) attached to our Brigade, engaged a man as one of his 
conductors with rank of Sergeant. A little later on this Sergeant was 
removed to another unit and promoted. By the time we began the 
campaign here in G.S.W. the ex Sergeant had risen to Major !! and is 
now in command of all our Transport and incidentally the C.O. of the 
Captain who originally took him on as a conductor, and so on it goes. 
The whole system of Commands is rotten, being purely a political 
arrangement of men supposed to be engaged in warfa e. A couple of 
weeks ago a man was court martialled for sleeping on outpost duty. It 
was a long time before his C.O. could get a court together and when he 
did they merely said the man must not do it again I This for a crime 
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which ight have meant the loss of hundreds of lives of his comrades. 
For minor offences the usual ~hing is the imposition of a fine, but it 
is apparantly no ones business to collect these fines so of course they 
are never paid. However I have digressed from the topic of our last 
shooting expedition. There having been so much shooting in the near 
neighbourhood we thought it best to take a w~tercart and push out 
further. We left here after lunch in rather threatening weather, and 
trek~ed out about 3 hours. As the sun sank we saw a thunderstorm 
approaching, but it did not reach us until we had finished our evening 
meals. We had just nice time to settle ourselves in our valises, when 
the storm broke. There was a good deal of thunder and lightning and 
high wind, but fortunately as far as our comfort was concerned not very 
much ra~n. During the next 2 or 3 hours there were several storms, 
accompanied by showers, but we kept dry and finally I fell asleep while 
waiting for the next shover and did not wake till V.C. roused me about 
1 1/2 hours before dawn. Then followed a most disappointing day. No 
matter which way we went we come on horsemen ahead of us, to that after 
getting 2 or 3 hours ride from our camp we gave it up as a bad job, and 
trekked slowly home. The game has now been driven too far afield to 
make it worth while going out again. Today has been hot and sultry but 
the clouds are so few and scattered that it does not look as if we 
shall get any rain. The few sho~ers we had with the st rm ~ete quite 
useless and can make no difference to the growth of grass around this 
part of the country. 

1 June 1915. Tuesday. Aukos. Apropos of a rather gruesome photo in 
this (May 21st.) weeks Cape Times which shows 3 of de Meillon's scouts 
hanged in a tree by their German captors, I forgot to note a point of 
interest in this connection. There is a native location at Karibib 
just on the precincts of the town, and in fvont of this stands an old 
thorn tree ·ery much like the one in the photo and this tree is used 
for the same purpose. From a branch hangs a wire noose. The condemmed 
man stands on an empty carbide tin with his head in the noose. The tin 
is taken away and he hangs by his neck until he is slowly throttled. 
This is all done publicly and is the sentence for quite trivial 
offences. The natives told us one of their number was thus put to 
death, just before our ar ival for stealing a bottle of rum. The 
Germans seem to be have acted very brutally towards the natives, with 
the natural result that the natives are against them now. In 
connection with our abortive move on Omururu I heard quite an 
interesting and at the same time illustrative piece of news, which did 
ot leak out at the time. As you will remember we reached the Jahu 
River at Etiro at midnight and owing to our recall, spent the day 
resting and ~aiting for the ambulance we had sent on ahead for the 
wounded. During the morning our Brigade Colonel rode out some distance 
ahead, and as everyone was tired with the night trek, they all did as 
is their usual custom - went to sleep without posting any sentries. In 
the meantime a German patrol of 4 men rode into the camp with the 
intention of surrendering. When they arrived they could find no one 
awake 11 and even those who may have been were too slack to take any 
notice. After wandering about for some time they stumbled on the 
Brigade Adjutant, whom they also found asleep, and roused him to 
surrender to! This sounds almost incredible more particularly in that 
we were at the time advancing to the attack in quite new and unscouted 
country, but it is exactly what happened and exactly in keeping with 
the casual way in which things are done throughout. A spy or several 
together could come in to our camp at any time of the day or night 
without the slightest danger of being interfered with. Although we 
have outposts along some o~ the principal roads, no sent~ies a e ever 



47 
placed around the camp. 

3 June 
prospect 
railway 
a ~ai 
resolved 
biscuit. 
dry. 

1915. Thurday. Aukos. We are still lying here, with every 
of· remaining where we are for another couple of weeks. The 

is gradually get•ing into better wo-king orde, and we now have 
quarttity of supplies for the animals, though our ration has 
itself once more i +o plain and unadulterated bully beef and 

The bullJ is of very poor quality too. Very old, lean and 

5 June 1915. Saturday. Aukos. On ~riday afternoon van Coller got a 
wire asking him to proceed at once to Karibib to consult in regard ~o 
the new medical arrangements. So off we went in the car and got there 
about 5.30. Col. Odlum was away for the afternoon so we looked up Maj. 
Campbell-Watt and his Brigade and put up with them for the night. Tha+ 
evening we saw Col. Odlum and were •old by him that the 1st. Brigade 
had been given a special commission to undertake which would 
necessitate them being away from all communications for one month. The 
ambulance was to be cut down to about 1/2 and Edmeades and myself 
detached on t~is accoun+. I was to go in charge o~ a Clearing Hospital 
with +he main advance. All this was rather a crushing blow, as it 
meant practically the dissolution of our Brigade which we h~ve fought 
so hard to keep together and which we consider has met all the 
requirements up to the present, and was easily capable of adjustment to 
meet any official requirement in the future. However we said nothing 
until we had slept over the situation. This morning we went over to 
Odlum again and asked him if it could not be aranged that I at any rate 
remained with V.C. and our men. He told us then that this was 
impossible as in spite of representations to headquarters the Commandos 
had insisted on this reduction and the Med. Hqs. were sick of 
protesting and had finally agreed to do as they wished and leave the 
responsibility with the Combatant Staff. 

10 June 1915. Thursday. Windhuk. On our return to Kl. Aukos V.C. and 
I went carefully over the situation and decided that I should return to 
Karibib on Monday and have a final interview with Odlum. This I did. 
But Odlum said the position was so impossible between the Commando Hqs. 
and Med. Hqs. that much as he disliked the arrangement it must now go 
through. He pointed out that all along the Commando Hqs. have been 
trying their best to get the medical arrangements in their own hands 
and now it had been definitely decided to let them have their way. Van 
Coller was now to travel with Hqs. as S.M.O. purely and solely and the 
ambulance transport was to be divided and handed over to the R.M.O ' s, 
who were in future to be the sole Med. outfit with the Commando 
Brigade. The only latitude he could give was that if Edmeades very 
much wished he could remain by swopping with one of the R.M.O's, but 
that I could not have this chance as I was ear-marked to go i/c of 
Clearing Hospital B. I returned to Kl: Aukos with this news and it was 
decided that Nor~jie would go with me while Edmeades took his place. 
Naturally V C. and I are both very put out as we had hoped that our 
Ambulance would not be split at this stage in the war. Things being as 
they were we thought the next best thing was to apply for a few days 
leave and visit Windhuk. So no sooner than decided we left again then 
and there in the car for Karibib and took a train at 7 am on Tuesday 
for Windhuk. When about 3 hours on our journey the train pulled up and 
we found the telegraph wires cut and a feeble attempt to blow up the 
line. Luckily the patrol who did this seem to have been amateurs at 
the game as they had only succeeded in bending the metals so slightly 
that the t-ain was able to pass over the pla=e quite easily. The whole 
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day we journeyed over a vast plain, slightly undulating with small 
undulations and covered with thick thorn bush and quite a fair show of 
grass in parts. We saw a good many farm houses and some of them very 
fine ones. There is quite a considerable town at Okahandja, with fine 
buildings. Mos+ of th~ buildings are in Jhite and red shades, and done 
in qui+e good style. Apart from the i terest of seeing new country the 
journey was very tedious. There is no more coal to be had and the 
engines are driven with wood fuel. This means that steam pressure can 
only be kept up for a short while, the engine then having to rest while 
the steam is go+ up again. Owing to this and delays in dealing out 
supplies to the troops along the yoad, we did not reach Windhuk until 
the early hours of Wednesday morning. On arrival we went over to the 
nearest h~tel and were luck i hitting on quite a nice clean and 
comfortable place. We spent next morning in having a look around the 
town and endea ouring to get shot guns and ammunition from the Provost 
Marshall. We found however that the order was that guns were only to 
be issued to men stationed in and around the town. Van Coller managed 
after much persuasion to get one issued to him for the use of the Med. 
staff with the pte MB, but no ~urther could the Provost Marshall be 
persuaded to stretch a point. The town is quite a big one, straggling 
along the course of a dry river which winds arc,und low rounded kopjies 
studded sparsely with thorn trees of stunted growth. Quite a number of 
little villas and not a few pretentious mansions are dotted over the 
kopjies on either side. On the Western side the hills are lower and 
more sweeping in contour and over these are scattered several large 
native locations, while to the East the kopjies are high~r and more 
abrupt, and are the sites for the European suburbs. The new houses in 
the residential portion of the town are perched on top and all over the 
kopjies. These have white walls and red roofs and many are executed in 
quite good taste and give the town a picturesque appearance. The 
general aspect of +his part of the town reminds one very much of the 
environs of some of the Northern Italian towns. The inhabitants have 
been allowed to c rry on as before, with certain limitations, so that 
beyond the burghers going about and the sentries posted on guard over 
some of the buildings, things are going on much as though nothing had 
happened. After lunch we went over to the Wireless station which lies 
about 1 1/2 miles out. This was a most interesting experience. I am 
sorry I have never had the opportunity of inspecting a wireless station 
before, as it gave us standard for comparison. The station belongs to 
a big company, who were I suppose subsidized by Government. In any 
case it has been left intact with just the vital parts removed. One of 
our wireless operators - R. McLellan - is in charge and he conducted us 
over the place and explained all the working of the apparatus most 
clearly. There is a huge power station consisting of a 2 250 HP Diesel 
Engines for +he big range work and 2 smaller ones for use when the full 
range is not required. Everything is in duplicate in this fashion so 
as to minimise the chance of a break down. The rods operating the 
valve in the piston heads of +.hese engines have been removed. The 
significance of this is that before new ones could be fitted the 
engines would have to be entirely dismantiled, so that it becomes a 
question whether it would not be cheaper to get a new plant altogether. 
!t seems probable however that some arrangement ill be come to with 
the company for the return of the parts, in as much it will be almost 
as much to their interest as ours to put the plant in working order 
again. This constitutes the vital amount of dismantling that has been 
done. In connection with the power house are the buildings in which 
are the accumulators, switches, and resistances for the accumulation 
and discharge of current. Here in one room stands a marble table about 
the size of a large o~fice desk, at which the engineer is seated and 
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from which by a series of switches he cont ols the entiYe plant. 
Throughout the plant are numerous motors for various purposes, and 
varying in size according to the work they have to do. The largest is 
somewhere about 10 feet in diameter while on the engineers table stands 
a little chap not much over one inch in diameter. This little fellow 
i~ set to signal V's on the signalling key until the required station 
has been called up. By pressing the proper buttons on the table the 
big 250 HP motors are set going, the various circuits are made and the 
messages finally dis -harged. The whole plant is most beaut:fully 
finished off and everything looks as though "made" anywhere but "in 
Germany". It is good and of the best al 1 through. The "aerials" or 
wires from which the messages are discharged and by which they are 
yecei~ed are supported on 8 sections, each of whi=h is a sort of small 
Eiffel Tower in itself. These are 3 feet high, and stand on huge glass 
washers so that the towers are insula~ed from the earth. There are a 
number of beautiful buildings in connection with the station, wherein 
the staff have their quarters and the whole area is surrounded by high 
barbed wire fences. McLellan tells us that although, as it now stands 
the plant is useless for sending messages, it will soon be rendered 
available fr receiving and he hopes in this way ito be able to pick up 
European news. The visit to Windhuk is well worth the t-ouble, if for 
no other purpose than to see this magnificent plant. This morning we 
spent in strolling about the town ·and again this afternoon. ·Our ing our 
rambles we visited the new Government buildings. This is a fine block 
standing on the top of a hill overlooking the town. In it is the 
Parliament House and all the departmental offices. It was curious to 
stroll through endless series of offices just left as they were. Pens, 
ink, paper all ready for the next day. Most of the important records 
have however been removed. Later on we came across Maj. Pringle, who 
has been fixing up the Medical arrangements in the town, as he was the 
1st. Ambulance to get in. The town has an ample water supply from 
boreholes, but I am told the sanitation is bad and not carried out in 
the thorough manner in which the Germans do most of their work. 
Tomorrow we return to our duties and it will be with much regret that 
V.C. and I go different ways, and the Ambulance we have worked for is 
split up and taken from our control. It is true that about 1/2 the men 
go with each of us, but the life of the unit as a whole seems to have 
come to an end. 

14 June 1915. Monday. Karibib. On our return journey Maj. Pringle 
was on the train with a section of his ambulance going out to join one 
unit o~ their brigade (3rd) stationed at Wilhelmstal. About 20 miles 
from Karibib we picked up Maj. Skinner Clarke with the residue of his 
ambulance (9th) which has gone through much the same sort of metamor
phosis as ours. We did not get into Karibib till about 7.30 and put up 
again at Rosemann's Hotel. Next day van Coller left early by motor and 
I found my way out to where our men were camped on the outskirts of the 
town. Here I found a camp consisting of all the odds and ends from the 
various ambulances that have shared our fate. It seems that these will 
be shuffled and resorted into the 2 clearing Hospitals A and B. I go 
in charge o~ B and Capt. Truter (of Oudtshoorn> in charge of A. It 
will be some days before we are able in any way to sort out what we 
require. 

15 June 1915. Tuesday. Karibib. This afternoon I was down watching 
our aviator fly. It was a glorious afternoon following a fall of rain 
and rather biti,g ind and the machine looked most graceful. Not long 
after he descended a second bi-plane, which they had been expecting 
hove in sight. It was coming along very high up - about 5000 feet 
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and as it came o~er us began to circle round to make sure of exactly 
where to land. In the final circle it must have been only 3 or 4 
hundred feet up. The a~aitor finally glided gracefully to earth and 
ran up to within a few feet of where we stood. He had just come from 
Wal fish Bay, ha,ing covered •he distance that has cost us so much hard 
tr2kking in just under 2 hours!! Both these machines are of the most 
modern type and ea ry 3 passengers. For war purposes they can carry 8 
bombs of 112 lbs. each. They ought to be of ~ery material assistance 
i~ helping us to locate and round up the Germans. Yesterday there was 
quite a change in the weather. A strong westerly wind brought up great 
banks of ist and cloud from the coast, resul•ing in quite a good fall 
of rain in parts, though·there was not a great deal here. Now that is 
has ~leared again it is bitterly cold and hard to imagine we are in 
tropical latitudes. 

23 June 1915. Wednesday. Omaruru. Up to Thursday last I could get no 
definite instructions as to how or when I was to obtain the outfit for 
the Clearing Hospital I was to form. On Thursday Col. Odlum sent for 
me and told me he was leaving wi~h the General on the forward move, and 
that Capt. Truter and myself were •o do the best we could to sort out 
from the remenants of the Field Ambulances, what we considered 
sufficient personnel and eq ipmen~ to form 2 Clearing Hospitals, with 
which we were to be prepared to go to Omaruru at any any mom·ent. This 
was to say the least of it disconcerting news as I knew well there was 
not nearly enough equipment for even one Clearing Hospital capable of 
attending to 200 men. I~ was still more disconcerting when I found 
that Truter thought I knew all about what he was to have. It did not 
matter where I went, it was all the same, no one had nearly enough 
staff to supply, the transport people had had no instructions and had 
no wagons and in fact it looked quite hopeless. For a start Truter and 
I decided simply to divide the Brigade (the 7th.) into 2 lots of 15 men 
each and take 6 natives each for the rough work. Then we had to sort 
over and divide what equipment there was. Everything was hopelessly 
short of the requirements of even a 50 bedded hospital - let alone 200 
11 Each section was to have 1 ambulance, 2 motor ambulances, 1 
watercart and 1 s~otch cart and 6 G.S. wagons. There was not one of 
any of these items that was fit to travel until repaired and no G.S. 
wagons at all. During Friday and Saturday we worked hard doing our 
best and by Saturday afternoon had evolved - mostly on paper - what we 
wanted and hoped to get, but at the very utmost it did not pan cut at 
more than 50 beds per section. On Sunday morning early comes a wire 
from General Hqs, that both sections were urgently needed at Omaruru. 
By 3 pm I had got out a complete list of all I wanted and decided to 
push off with Nortje in the 2 motor ambulances which were ready and go 
on to Omaruru to see what buildings could be made use of, leaving 
Truter and Muller to push on all the men and equipment and stores they 
could lay hands on ~n the time at their disposal, as soon as they 
could. Nortje and I left Karibib about 3.30 pm accompanied by Col. 
Wylie. We took ~he oad to Etiro and got to the farm on the River Kahu 
at which we camped on our wild goose chase last month when General 
Brits essayed to attack Omaruru without order from Hqs. We reached 
this place about 4.30. Here Col. Wylie turned back in his car and we 
waited for our 2nd car which had fallen behind. It did not turn up 
•ill dusk having had tyre trouble. On its arrival we pushed on again 
for a few miles and camped. Just before we left Etiro one of our 
aeroplanes passed over going to Omaruru. It was a lovely clear night 
but bi~terly cold, with a very sharp frost, so that we did not get much 
sleep. Everything was frozen hard when we turned out just before 
sunrise. We got into Omaruru about 11.30 and found part of the 7th 
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M.B.F.A. under Capt. Cillie encamped outside the town. He had 
accompanied par~ of the 1st. M.B. which had come up via Okorubalu. On 
reporting to Col. Odium he showed me the various buildings available 
fo h spital purposes. I decided to take over ~he school building for 
B Clearing Hospital and secure the Barracks for H.C.H. under Capt. 
Truter. Part of the school was for boarders and here we found 25 beds 
and a Matron in charge who ~oluntered to do the cooking for us. In the 
afternoon some 70 odd patients were handed over +o me Nortje and one 
orderlie was all ~he staff we had available and we had a worrying time 
as we had none of our equipment of any kind no any food. After much 
hunting from one place to another I borrowed from people in the town a 
sack of meal~e meal and one of Yice, with which the men had to make 
shift for the night. On Tuesday morning the first instalment of the 
men and equipment arrived in 4 motor lorries, while the remainder 
arrived this morning with 4 GS wagons and the remainder of our 
equipment. Yesterday Col. Odium ordered me to hand over one motor 
ambulance as his car had broken down. So now I have only one motor to 
serve both hospi~als and evacuate the si~k to Karibib - 40 miles away 
over bad roads. How the Field Ambulances are going to manage to send 
their sick and wounded back I don't know. Already I have had an urgent 
wire to send for sick 20 miles ahead which of course I am unable to 
do. The ~ew sc~eme ~ould not have been more ill advised and it there 
are many wounded at any time,· there will undoubted!, be a hopeless 
breakdown of the medical ser,ices. The country through which we have 
come is a great improvement on the previous stretch. It is quite 
heavily wooded with thorn trees and stretches of grassy land here and 
there. All along the road we saw guinea fowls and pheasants in large 
numbers, while big game and bucks of various kinds are said to be 
plentiful. Omaruru is ~he name of the river on which the town is 
situated. Whe e it passes through the town there is a small stream of 
running water the first we have seen in this country. The town 
straggles along the banks and most of the houses have beautiful 
gardens, where everything grows luxuriantly. Date palms, orange trees 
and bamboos are the most conspicuous feature in the gardens, but all 
kinds of fruit and vegetable grow well for most months in the year. 
The weather is erJ cold at present. Sharp frosts at night and bright 
cool and bracing during the day. This morning we had a great blow as 
George - my boy - come in to report that my horse and 2 of Nortje's had 
gone. From the look of things it seems probable that they have been 
stolen. The boys searched all day but not a sign of them is there to 
be seen or heard of. I suppose some scoundrels among the troops 
trekking forward have stolen them. It is most disheartening to lose 
Cato who though no flier is a most suitable animal for this sort of 
work. 

25 June 1915. Friday. Omaruru. We have had a tremendous rush of 
work, the dif~iculties iere added to by all the orderlies being not 
quite conversant with their new duties and the large number of patients 
to be dealt with. All have worked well and willingly which is half the 
battle. On Wednesday with the Hospital full to overflowing and our 
equipment and staff taxed to the utmost, came word that a fight was 
anticipated next morning. I wired for the Ambulance train to be sent 
forward as soon as possible, but got a wire and phone message to say 
this was next to impossible until Friday morning. On Thursday there 
was no word of any fight having taken place. Capt. Truter and his CA 
Clearing Hospital) (sic) arrived during the day and went over to take 
up their quarters in the old Barracks. These are quite a good block of 
buildings. The houses are in the form of a square, and all built with 
wide enclosed stoeps back and front. Have wa+er laid on and good 
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~~ b!:ng. They stand u• cl~ar s J so.: 1 nd are •n e,ery way su!+able 
for hospital purposes. They in fact for quite the most sui~ab!e blo=• 
of buildings for this purpose th t I ha e seen in this country. The 
ater being good and plen~iful t~is ld be a most sui~abl- sp-~ for 

an advan.erf Base '-' _spi-6 1. Lo~e Th say e,ening Maj. Wt,.:~ehearf 
i~ed ith the Ambulan=e T ain and was ~ble to take away about 40 of 

u- sict e IJ ~his or ing so that ~h~ c= gesti~n is a~ leas~ 
relieved. During the last few days ,eh ve had o er 100 pat•en~~ t 
deal ith as well as rather more than this as outpat:en~s. This with 
15 men and ~he diffi=ulty in getting food, has kep~ u~ all .e y bu~y. 
This afternoon a wire has come f om Odl to say both A and BC H.S are 
~~- be read} to mo1e. This is delightful, as up to the present we h-ve 
been provided with less than hal~ ~he ccessa-J ~-anspo t. H e,er we 
ha"e wired that A can ove but in •his case B cannot until tran~p rt is 
p-- ided. An Ambulance h-s just c _me ~or Kall~e!d wh·ch has now been 
occupied, the Germans ha ing r-~reated i~hou-6 fighting. I ~orgot to 
mention that one of our aeroplanes came tog, ief while landin~ h~re on 
Sunday. One of ~he planes touched a bush and ~he machine swung round 
~ to a tree. Mo one as hur~ luct il, - d they ~hin~ the machine can be 
repaired fairly soon. The ambulance dri•,er ~ells me an-•he f ~h 
aeroplanes came ~o grief •o K l t-~eld this morni 19, ha ing apparently 
get ixed up with •eleg aph wires hen landing. He does not know if 
anyone was hurt or not. 

26 June 1915. Saturday. Omaruru. I hear today that it was an der 
Spuy who came to grief, but that it was only a slight mishap leading to 
damage to his "tail". Sop ohably it w.:11 no~ mean put~ing him out of 
action. The same man •ells us that the latest news is ~hat the German
ha e split up and are going off in different directions. If this is so 
the erd ought t be soon s -ur men ill hunt them down soo. One f 
~he S.A.M.R. was shot at close quarters by a sniper, who got away. 
General Brits' column has sent us in one wounded German prisoner. Now 
that ! ha1e got rid u~ ~he bulk of the sick e ha e got things a bit 
st aigh•er, and hope in due cours- to get a mo e or less satisfactory 
out~it. Today Truter •rekked off with his Hospital. We thought this 
best as Odlu h _ got - t of tou=h. So T u~er h kS taken all the wagons 
(5 in number) and I must wai• till my transport is sent up to me. 
Moffat has gone with him. 

29 June 1915. Tuesday. Omaruru. Yesterday evening a wire came from 
Col. Odlum saying both C.H's. must move to Otjiwarongo where Truter was 
to establish his C.H. in a build~ g capable ~f 60 beds. He was 
arranging transport b) motor lor-ies for me. I ,ired Truter and 
-anaged to get hi. on the telephone at Kalkfeld. Yesterday one wounded 
man came in on one of van Caller's Jagons binging the sick -s ell. 
The) had been on the road since the 25th. I also had a wire from an 
orderlie (Bayly S.A.M.R. MBFA saying he had been evidently forgotten 
as he had lain 5 days at Kalkfeld with 2 sick and had no more rations. 
A~l this is very anno)ing and disc editable to our organisation as it 
~ould so e~silJ ~ave been a,oided. I ha e been endeavouring t get m) 
transport completed, bu~ found ~o m) ann _J : .e that nothing f r•he had 
been done since e left Kar ibib. Maj. ~L ssell who was left to act as 
ADMS spoke to me on the telephone ;esterday and seems to take the view 
that as we got here all right, or rather somehow, nothing further need 
be done. This is very trying to put it mildly, and I have written and 

ired to Odlum that I ust ha·,e bet•er support, if not from him at anJ 
rate from his deput•es. My o ders were to have 6 GS wagons, 1 
Ambulance wagon, 1 sco•ch cart, 1 water cart and 2 motors. At present 
I am -=duced ~o 1 sc tch cart '' E~er,~hing is the same. I am short 
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in everything blankets, pillows, sheets, towels, cups, plates, 
cutlery, cooking utensils, drugs. It is all the same. It is all very 
disheartening as ,e foresaw this and could have avoided it had we been 
allowed during the 5 idle days at Karibib, to start getting an ou~fit 
together and the defic•encies bought on from Swartkopmund. 

2 July 1915. ~riday. Omarur ~ . On Thursday Maj. Russell, acting 
A.D.M.S. came up. We had a long chat and I feel sorry for him as he 
has been left with an awful muddle to try and deal with. His efforts 
to get transport have so far been una,ailing in addition to which there 
is a shortage of available supplies •n all departments, so that however 
willing he can't give them to me. He went ba=k early next morning. 
Today we are no further with the matter. Odlum seems to be sending 
ires, by as ~he D.H.S.M.G. tells e here, if a man goes out without 

giving fair warning of his requirements it is impossible for those in 
charge of departments to be expected to provide at a moments notice, 
what they have not been warned to prepare for. I have worried ever~one 
I can, but having no proper authority to back me it is a hopeless sort 
o~ task. It is now 5 days since I got my orders to move and still the 
chan~es of getting transport seem as remote as e,rer. 

3 July 1915. Saturday. Omaruru. Having no further news of transport 
and having handed over the Hospital to Capt. Drew, we decided to .go for 
a shoot. So yesterday afternoon we took the cart and our horses and 
drove out to a secluded spot close under the Dvongo mountains. The 
country was quite beautiful here. Lots of good grass and the bush not 
quite as thick There was lots of game spoor about. Just at dusk we 
came on the site of an old German camp, and about 2 miles further on 
made our camp for the night. Early ne~t morning we went off. Nortje 
and a Lient. Owen who had accompanied us went one direction and I went 
the other with George. Though we saw lots of spoor we were unlucky in 
seeing no game, so on returning to camp about 11 am George and I rode 
ba=k to Omaruru. On my return I found a wire saying I was to hare 
transport and trek to Otarifontein and take over hospital duties 
there. I saw the D.A.G.M.C. and from him learned that Maj. Rose (of 
the Dukes) had come up and that he had 24 motor cars with him to take 
us along. Later I saw Rose and it was a pleasure to meet someone who 
had some sort of organisation under him. The motors he said would be 
in next morning. It was nearly 9 pm before Nortje turned up bringing a 
fine young Kudu cow which he had shot. It must have weighed about 300 
lbs. and was just about as much as our light cart could carry. It 
appeared that after going a certain distance they had come across 
another shooting party an so had turned back and followed on my spoor 
coming very soon on a herd of about 15 Kudu. Just my kind of luck !! 

8 July 1915. Thursday. Otarifontein. Next day Sunday the motors came 
in and we got packed up and started away. I went ahead with Nortje and 
the Hosp. Ambulance and got into Kalkfeld about 6 pm. Here I saw van 
der Spuy and Capt. Turner the flying men, van der Spuy was recovering 
from his accident and Turner was seedy. After patching them up I 
pushed on for 3 or 4 miles and camped in the veld the rest of our 
convoy not having caught up. It was bitterly cold. Next morning we 
pushed slowly on reaching a farm about 11 am where we got a plentiful 
supply of fresh milk, butter and cheese. The farmer let us have as 
much milk and butter milk as we wanted for 6d a head, and sold us 
butter for 2/- per lb and cheese for 6d per lb. This was a spendid 
addition to our fare. At midday we reached a delightful spot in a 
river bed. Here +he country was splendid. Lovely grass in unlimited 
quantity and heaps of game. While the kettle was boiling Nortje shot a 
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steenbok and I a couple of pheasants. We rested here until our convo7 
caught us up at 3 pm, going on aga:. we kept together until we g--t to 
Otjiwarongo spending a night on the road. Here I found ACH had trekked 
2 days previously. We also heard that the whole German force was 
surrounded just outside otari. We pushed on again until lunch time at 
1 pm. The country now was just a paradise for stock. "ast fields of 
lovely ~rass standing waist deep, lying in great glades in ~he 
surrounding bush. We saw one great Kudu Bull about 600 yards away but 
as he did not offer a ~han_e of a certain shot we did not fire. That 
night we camped again in beautiful country. Next mo ning we came on 
aga;n and began to get into uncertain country as regards roads, and 
finally took ~o the railway and dro,e along the track. This we 
continued to do for many miles turning off and camping once more in the 
veld. That evening we cooked 2 pheasants and a guinea fowl and very 
excellent they were. I made a beautiful warm bed of cut grass, and 
though it froze hard it was quite p!easant to be able to defy the 
cold. On the next morning Wednesday we pottered along the rail ~rack 
and shot some more guinea fowl and a couple of partridges before our 
convoy caught up again. After lunch we went ahead again and got here 
at about 4 pm. The news was that the Germans had sent in for terms and 
an armistice had been declared from the previous day until 5 pm today. 
This morning we heard that General Myburgh not having heard of the 
aYmistice had advanced from the Nor+h to attack. The Germans sent out 
officers under the White flag. While the palaver was going on the 
officer carrying the flag, put i~ down and his comrades who were 
watching thought that something had gone wrong and fired on our troops, 
wounding one man. General Nyburgh immediately gave the order to charge 
and in a few minutes our burghers dashed in a captured 500 Germans and 
their guns and released about 300 of our prisoners. We also got news 
that General BYi~s, who is up near the Etoscha Panne had captured 200 
Germans there in charge of the remainder of our prisoners. So now they 
are all liberated. General Manie Botha has got to Grootfontein and has 
come in on the German main force, which is now surrounded and lying 
about 12 miles out. It now appears that negotiations have come to a 
head by the Home Go,ernment saying there must be unconditional 
surrender. The Germans have asked for a further extension till 7 pm. 
Later. The Germans have asked for a further extension till 7 tonight 
and orders are out f : r e eryone to stand to arms, ready to move out at 
a moments notice. So things are quite exciting for the moment. 

9 July 1915. 
been going on 
finally decided 
leaked out as +o 

Friday. This morning we heard that the negotiations had 
thr0111.gh the night and that at 4 am the Germans had 
to surrender unconditionally. So far not a word has 

what the proceeding will be. 

10 July 1915. Saturday. I have been so busy up to the present that I 
have had scarcely any time to write down the various items f news in 
their proper order. I founds about 40 cases in hospital among which 
were some 14 very badly wounded and all suffering from want of 
attention cwing to the extreme shortage of hospital material. Had my 
transport arrangements been pro ided at the proper time I could have 
had my hospital going within 2~ to 48 hours of the arri al of the 
troops in this place, instead of arriving 8 days late. Owing to the 
shortage of everything the whole place was in a great mess and it has 
been hard work getting things even morderately clean. I want now to 
turn back to the course of events during the final stages of the 
campaign. After the retreat of the Germans from Kalkfeld our forces 
moved aft~r them ~ith all speed. General Brits on the extreme left 
made for the Etoscha Panne, where the bulk of o prisoners were 
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reported to be. The infantry ,ent along the railway with the 5th. MB 
in advance while General Myburgh was trekking on the eAtreme right 
making straight for Grootfontein. We have not heard much of the 
adventures 0 8 ~he flanking forces but whatever happened they reached 
their destination so quickly that it is doubtful whether the Germans 
were aware of their presence, until they found General Myburgh in 
posses~ion 0 8 both Grootfontein and Tsumeb, the two terminals of the 
railway. The central forces after reaching Otjiwarongo had a stretch 
of 75 - BO miles to tra erse ith only one waterhole at Okaputa lea ing 
a final stretch of 50 miles without water, the Germans holding 
Otarifontein at the end of it. From Otjiwarongo the main road lies to 
the east of the railway while another one goes along the same route as 
t~~s line. Otarifontein lies between two ranges of hills running east 
and west. The -oad pierces this southern range and here we had news 
that the Germans had laid a huge mine 156 yards long with flanking 
mines, the whole containing 6,600 lbs of dynamite. Guns were posted on 
the hills and the main defence prepared to oppose a force entering by 
the main road. General Botha therefore sent a force of the S.A.M.R. to 
deplo} along the main road, in mean time sending the main force to 
attack the Germans right flank along the railway. Both these forces 
had to march the intervening 50 miles at their best speed, and 
immediately attack on arrival. The Germans taken utterly by surprise 
when they found the main at+ack being delivered on their flank., 8 led 
after firing a few shots and were pursued by some of our mounted men 
until they fell back on this main position about 12 miles further 
back. The S.A.M.R. scouts going carefully came on the wires leading to 
the big mine and cut them and then following up the wires found and 
captured the 3 men whose duty it was to have fired the mine at the 
proper moment. In +he desultory fighting that went on 8 Germans and 6 
or 7 of our men were wounded, and several killed on both sides, 4 of 
ours I believe. The German main position is out on the Tsumeb line and 
here they found their retreat cut off by General Myburgh. I heard 
subsequently that when General Myburgh captured the 500 Germans and 
released our prisoners he also captured the main bulk of their supplies 
so that in a very short time the Germans found themselves in the 
hopeless position which led to their final surrender. The whole thing 
has been a most ~ illiant piece of generalship which could only have 
been accomplished by troops capable of getting every ounce out of their 
animals without killing them in so doing, and men not afraid to face 
the prospec~ of fighting for their water after doing all this. I am 
told one of the first things Col. Francke asked General Botha, was what 
breed of animal he possessed capable of doing such wonderful trekking. 
The infantry too covered 50 miles in 36 hours which under the 
circumstances must be a record. 

11 July 1915. Sunday. Otarifontein. I am gradually getting together 
a more connected ac~ount of the last fight, fram arious sources. I 
find from one of our wounded that he and some others who were pursuing 
the Germans and endeavouring to cut them off, got so far ahead that our 
guns mistook their dust for that made by the Germans and opened fire on 
them, killing one man and wounding 3 others. One poor fellow had his 
arm shattered by a shell, amputation being necessary. Today a train 
load of about 300 reservists was brought in. These men are to be given 
their parole and allowed to go back to their farms. The regulars -
about 2000 or more are being sent to Aus where they are to be 
interned. General Botha has been most magnanimous as he has allowed 
the regulars to surrender with "honours of war" which seems to mean 
that they will be allowed to go Aus ca~vying the: ifles. All 
ammunition and big guns of course have to be gi~en up. The reservists 
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on a rial were detrained in front of the hospital so that we have had 
a good view of their arri al. Most of them look very battered and 
dirty ~hough apparently most of them had been issued with new ha•s and 
other ar•icles of equipment, to render them more or less tidy for the 
occasion. I managed •oday to evacute about 32 or 33 pat:en~s by means 
of some motor lorries returni g empty to Kalkfontein, so that this will 
ease oor congestion. 

12 July 1915. Monday. Otarifontein. Late last evening another couple 
~f train loads of prisoners arri~ed, about 500 bringing the total to 
900 odd for the day. These are still the reservists. There a-e 
altogether so I found ~ut o"ficially last evening 4200 odd prisoners to 
come in. This seems a large number to surrender without putting up a 
single fight. However the end was inevitable whatever was done, so 
probably Col. Francke thought it was useless to throw away lives. I 
know General Botha is delighted beyond measure to have brought the 
campaign to a close with little loss of life on either side. 

13 July 1915. Tuesday. Otarifontein. More trains have come in today 
bringing 4 field guns, 4 howitzers, and quantities of ammunition and 
equipment of all sor•s. Also a large troop of horses and mules were 
driven in at daybreak. Truter has gone on ahead and wired his arri al 
at Okaputa and will go on to Otjiwarongo to open a hospital ther~. So 
when the train arrives and we can clear our hospital there should be no 
further use for our services. 

17 July 1915. Saturday. Otarifontein. '~e are still here leading a 
more or less humdrum existence for a change. The hospital work keep us 
going pretty hard a 1 1 the morni g and then all sorts of odd jobs in 
scattered intervals during the rest of the day. Most of, in fact all, 
with one exception of the wounded were horribly septic on arrival and 
this has entailed constant dressing and 'e-dressing to get them at all 
clean. Yesterday I had to amputate the leg of one of the German 
prisoners close up to the hip joint as it had been inclaimably septi~. 
Unfortunately the poor fellow is phthisical, and very thin and 
miserable and does not look as though he had much chance o~ pulling 
through. Fortunately he is a cheerful fellow and that is half the 
battle. Nortje and I have made some short excursions into the bush 
round about, but there seems to be very little game just around here. 
Probably all been scared away by the large numbers of troops and 
animals scattered about recently. The settling up arrangements strike 
one as curious and quite in keeping with the rest ~f this wonderful 
campaign. The German regulars have not yet been taken over and remain 
in their camp with their arms and ammunition. In the meantime all the 
troops have been withdrawn, with the exception of a small force of 
S.A.M.B. and infantry, who are eventually to act as an escort to the 
prisoners. However I hear on good authority that Col. Francke is 
playing the game and faith"ully carrying out all the terms of the 
surrender. The Germans a r e repaiving the line from this end while we 
are working up from the south. Today I have it on good authority that 
is is anticipated that the linJing up will be complete b~ tomorrow -
Sunday, and further that the ships will leave Swakop on August 3, so 
that we must all be down there somewhere about that date. Maj. Botha -
brother of the general is here and was telling us some of their 
experiences in the 3rd Brigade, which advanced on Grootfontein. They 
"ound no force there so pushed on to Tsumeb, the other terminus of the 
r ailway. It was he who was leading the advance guard of General 
Myburgh's force when they attacked Tsumeb with the Tesult I have 
already recorded. He said that about 18 miles outside Tsumeb they 
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found a sor~ of subterranean lake. A great hole 300 ¥eet deep leads 
do~n into +his lake and all the slopes 0¥ this were strewn with shellJ 
and ammunition Jhi=h the Germans has been throwing into it. The 
Germans have now reported •hat when they found they were likely to be 
su ounded and their animals were gi ing out, they +hrew 28 big guns 
into this lake as well as all the ammunition they could take there. Up 
to the present time the trains which are arriving daily from the German 
camp, have brought in 34 big guns, 22 maxims, 26,000 rounds of big gun 
ammun·~ion, about 1,000,000 ounds of rifle ammun·tior and lots of 
rifles, harness, wagons and all sorts 0¥ stu~f. I am t Id ~here are 
still huge quantities _f equipment to come in from Tsumeb, where the 
Germans had constructed huge kilns for the destruction of equipmen+ but 
had not had time to entire!~ destroy. They seem without doubt to have 
been prepared for something very much bigger that the mere defence of 
this country, against natives, who do not use aeroplanes or require the 
employment of big guns. 

22 July 1915. Thursday. Otarifontein. Still waiting for the 
ambulance train. We had a wire yes~erday afternoon to say it had left 
Kalkfontein, about 100 miles from here, but up to the present (6 pm) 
today, we have heard no more of it. There is of course great 
congestion on the line, with all the troops, prisoners and captured 
material going back, with scanty rolling stock and a narrow guage to 
cope with it. On Thursday af~ernoon Nortje and I wen~ off in the motor 
and pushed out some dis•ance to the neighbourhood o~ a place called 
Aairus where we hoped to get a chance at some big game. Just at dusk 
as we were looking out for a spot to camp we spotted a fine old Gemsbok 
bull about 400 yards away. I had a shot at him. He ducked his head 
down and shuffled bacl,wards a few yards and then made off and was soon 
lost to sight in the dusk and long grass. We could not be sure that he 
was hit. Next morning I went t- the spot but could find no signs of 
his being wounded. We were camped far out in an immense plain, which 
looked dead level, but was covered with vleis - now dry and deep in 
yellow grass, and patches of low scrub about waist high in most parts, 
but higher here and there. There were not more than about a dozen 
thorn trees in sight. After going about a mile I spotted with the aid 
of my glasses a fine big blue Wildebeest bull. He was about a mile or 
more away and though the plain seemed so flat it was surprising how 
soon he walked slowly out of sight on •he near horizon. I set off 
after him and when I got to the point whre I had seen him last, after a 
long search with glasses I saw him still about a mile ahead. Going 
forward again I came on 2 steenbok and decided to try and secure them 
as we were anxious to get some game. I shot one dead and hit the other 
in the hind leg, but he got away in the bush. After marking the spot 
where the buck lay I went on again in search of bigger game and about a 
mile further saw a magnificent Gemsbok bull standing in some rather 
high bush. I ducked down to site my rifle and then tried to get a view 
o~ him, but he was on the move and eventually I got a shot at about 400 
yeards, but missed. One has to shoot standing as the grass is too high 
to sit or lie down, and e,en standing it is difficult to get a clear 
view. However I followed him for about 2 or 3 miles and eventually got 
another chance at a long range but failed •o hit. By this time I had 
to return to camp and pick up the steenbok en route. On our way back 
after lunch we spotted a herd of 5 gemsbok feeding near a flock of 
about 5 or 6 ostriches. But these fellows made off as soon as they saw 
us, being followed shortly by two huge bulls we had not seen at first. 
On our way home we called at a farm house where we found a nice homely 
old lady who was a refugee from SYakop. She ga,,e us some milk to drink 
and butter and bread made o~ stamped Kafir corn. It was rather like 
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shortbread made of ~erJ =oarse oatmeal. She showed us some fine horns 
and eventually sent ~or one of the bushmen working on +he farm who 
produced the skull of a bush-pig with magnificient tusks. He had shot 
it with a poisoned arrow which he also produced. Nortje purchased both 
the skull and the arro. 

28 Ju1.~ 191~. Wednesday. Otarifontein. On Friday (23rd) I had to go 
up to Guc'iab, a place about 1/2 way up the line to 61ootfontein for the 
gruesome purpose of in estigating the truth of an assertion by some 
natives that one of their friends had been shot dead by the engineer in 
charge of a mine, about 3 weeks pre,iously and just after the 
occupation of +he place by our troops. I went in the car. The road 
lies in a long Kloof rising very gradually -f'or about 25 miles until 
Guchab is r~ached, about 1000 feet above this place and therefore over 
5000 feet above the sea level. Along the road we passed several Copper 
mines bu~ none of them seem to b~ worked on a big scale. They all had 
the appearance of leading a very pottering existence. I called in at 
the only farm that looked promising and found it belonged to a Dutchman 
called Venter. He was out shooting so I did not see him but spoke ~o 
his wife. She told me she had been born in the country (she appeared 
t""· be about 45). Her -f'ather's far was a Noridas, ne r Swak,opmund. 
What interested me immensely was +hat she told me tha~ in the early 
days her -f'ather had about 3000 head of stock on this farm and that the 
veldt used to be splendid. At the present time it is an absolutely 
barren desert without a vestige of growth anywhere except just in the 
riverbed. She was most emphatic on the point that splendid grass used 
to grow not only in the river, but all over the veldt, which today is a 
howling wilderness of sand and -ock. From this good lady I was lucky 
in getting 4 lbs of fresh butter and my water bottle full of milk. On 
arri al at Guchab it was too late for me to start my investigation so I 
camped about 2 miles away in the veldt, and carried out my work the 
next morning. The fatal shot was through the neck. The culprit has 
been arrested. I returned to Otarifontein that day (July 24th) and 
duri r. g th2 evening Maj. Whitehead (0.C. Ambulance Train) rang up on the 
telephone to say he had got to Otari. So I arranged to send fo him 
next morning so that he would be here for b eakfast. On his arri al we 
made enqui ies about the return of the tra~n and found that ~here would 
be no engine available until Tuesday 27th. We arranged therefore to go 
for a shoot on the 26th. This time we decided to take the road for the 
Etoscha Panne and go out along it for about 20 miles or so and see what 
was to be got. So Nor+je and I started away that same evening (25th) 
and trekked about 4 hours to a poort called Goab Pforte where we slept 
going on again early next morning. About 3 miles or more from the 
poort we passed a waterhole and deserted farm house and a mile or more 
on came to a low ridge of hills where we decided to make our shooting 
camp. As soon as it was light we walked out along this ridge to view 
the country and try and spot some game. For miles around the country 
was heavily wooded with occasional open glades, which we scanned 
closely with our glasses. The tees here were finer and di-f'ferent to 
what we had seen p eviously, mainly being very fine and tall. The 
foliage i many cases had taken on beautiful Autumn tints. Grass was 
deep eve ywhere in the open and e~en under the trees where they were 
not too densely packed. We had a most interesting walk for about 4 
hours, but though we saw no end of evidence of the presence of gemsbok , 
kudu and hosts·o-f' small game, we were unfortunate in seeing nothing a~ 
all up to our return to camp about 11 am. Here we found Majs. Russell 
and Whitehead who had just arrived in the car. After some coffee and 
biscui_..s we t o ff to t y our- lu..:k i anoth di e_J.ion, where the 
bush did not look quite so thick. Our direction lay back towards the 
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hill~ though which we had come. This time we rode and saw no big game 
n•:1 1s: nded a ~ pJ= a+ •h- ~--t f the ~z 11 s, • en T _p_•t~d 3 

9'"' sb k feeding on .a.~e outs•~ir•s 4 .a.~e f - e.s• and headi - g d t ar _s 
•ho:: K=,pje I w s on. Unfor•unatel., Majs Rand W had gone t - anther 
Kop,;e and fail.: ,g to see +~e bu- 1 as they went up ~t, scared •hem awa., 
int_ •he f 'es• ~ .a.~e and I d-cided +he efore to vide along p- llel 
to +he direction in hich ·~e, had gone along the foot _ f the hills and 
~ndea our to herd them back towards the others who were to remain on 
.a.h= v-pje. We ~ ~11 :,p - d ac oss the open st'et:h bet,1een sand the edge 
o~ ·~~ forset and d 1-ng nar glade among t ~ trees. s e 
neared the end of this N_ tje spotted the 3 gemsbok amo~g the tr-o::s on 
- r .:ght, s ff •umbled and opened ~ire. The, e e onlJ abou.a. 150 
yards off but i •he hur , ., ard e~ci•ement I misso::d m} first sh-t My 
second however ea:hed its mark and after a parting stot at one of •he 
remaining bucks we g~t on our horses and gave chase. We found the buck 
I h ~ shot st-ndi ~ a,-~ = - me trees, th- bullet g i g ~ e +hough 
i•s shoulde s T =-uld n~t see if fr _ who:: e I as Nort;e g- _ i• a 
finishing shot. Unfortunately it p o,ed t- be a 7ound heifer and 
the _ 4 ore ~ad not eh in the ay _f horns. Apart f om •his it was in 
fine condition and guod for the po•. The next business was how to get 
it t_ =amp. After se,eral futile effor•s tv g _t it one one of our 
horses we ga e that up as a bad job 1• must ha e weighed about 250 
lhs. and as to~ eh I a handful fore en +he t f ~. ;th 
d-dging horse. So ith t:~e a.:~ of m} pict...eting rope and am le. eh-in 
~e got it into a tree, and decided to go the for Scotch cart. On 
etur~zng +o ere had left •he _•hers e set f 4 t _ eturn as 

pre, iously arranged to the Waterhole we ~-d noted on t~- way out, ~nd 
to which I had sent our cvnductu sand the ~arts and spare horses. We 
had not gone ,ery far when we came suddenlJ out of a belt 0 4 thick bush 
int full iew o 4 a magnifi~ t K du Bul 1 i•~ a -- Being anxi-u~ t~ 
g~ve Naj. Ra =hance ,1e all waited fo him •o fire but un~~ tunate1 y he 
as some wa} behind and could not get a clear iew, so that the old 

Bull moved off. I had a couple of shots as he bounded ove' the bush, 
but without e 4 fect. Then on 4e galloped •hrough the thorns and high 
scrub until I spotted the old Kudu standing under a tree This time I 
got Maj. W off his horse and we walked up under good co er until he 
:: uld get a good vie""1 - 4 o qua r J. He h-d a shof: a+ ab u• 250 --, 300 
yards of which the Kudu t ~~ otice. I had another snap t hi as 
he moved off but neither of our sho~s told. As we rode on I came 
ac-oss •he spoor of the co, and dismo~nted to examine things but could 
not 4 ind the spoor of the bull though when last seen •hey were both 
together. I started back on the cow spoor to endeavour to make out 
when they had parted or whether possibly he had been hit. On my way 
bac~ I passed P. ,hos-id he w_u1 d follow +he others. T tracked +he cow 
spoo ba~k to where she had been standing when ,e shot t the bull, but 
though I spert some +ime I could not pick up the bull's spoor owing to 
the hard ground, and being anYious f:o do somethi gin regard to getting 
my gemsbok home. I therefore made for the aterhole but found on 
arr i al none o 4 the =,.thers were there :,et. About 40 minutes later 
Nortje and Whitehead came in. It was now getting dusk and we were all 
rather pe'turbed at t e - on appearan:e of Pas - one seeme~ to ha e 
seen him after he passed me and that as about 2 1'2 hours ago. When 
it came •o about 8 pm and he had not turned up ,e 'ealised he must have 
got l_st, and the pr spe:ts of finding anyone in a maze of forest and 
high bush was rather hopeless. I decided therefore to send the 
conductor off to the Poort and instruct him to take our boys and make a 
big five high up the hillside. I remained at the waterhole and 
Nortje and W set - ff on f ~+ to go bac~ t he ewe had camped ~uring 
·~e day. You may i agine my relief when about 9 15 I heard the -arts 
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coming back and saw R coming along. By a piece of immense good fortune 
the conductor heard a shout in the bush and found R who after much 
fruitless wandering had Just made up his mind to made a fire and rest 
Where he was for the night. This adventure made us rather late and it 
was 2.30 before I got back of Otarifontein, Nortje remaining behind to 
fetch the buck in the following morning. On Tuesday 27th, the 
Ambulance train arrived here and went on to Grootfontein to pick up 
some cases there. They returned again the same evening and on the 
following morning (28th) we got the bulk of our cases on board and the 
train left about noon. We heard today (30th) that it arrived at Usakos 
last evening and went on to Ebong. Ebong is the station where the new 
broad guage laid by our troops meets the German narrow guage. They 
ought to be able to off-load on to the broad guage ambulance train 
today and start back to us sometime this afternoon. If all goes well 
they should reach us here about Sunday or Monday. They will then have 
to go to Tsumeb, the other terminus of the line and bring patients from 
there and so back taking us en route. 

28 July 1915. Wednesday. Otarifontein. We decided to try and fit in 
one more shoot before the return of the hospital train, so Nortje 
started away in the evening with the scotch cart, buggy and riding 
horses to go to Hiams' plains where he had been before, but without 
horses. The idea was that Russell would leave next day for Tsumeb and 
from there wire me his plans, when r would go out to Join NortJe, who 
would then return or not according as Russell was able to get back or 
not. 

29 July 1915. 
opportunity. 

Thursday. R did not get away today there being no 

30 July 1915. Friday. R got away in the Railway Managers Motor to 
Tsumeb and I should hear from him on his arrival. All the troops are 
now gone except the S.A.M.R. who remain permanently. 

31 July 1915. Saturday. No wire has come from Tsumeb all day up to 3 
pm, so I am leaving a note for Rand will push off to the veldt and let 
Nortje return and find out what is happening. 

1 August 1915. Sunday. Otarifontein. I have Just finished my note to 
R and getting into the motor, when 2 wires arrived. One from Whitehead 
to say Hospital Train was at Otjiwarongo and another from R saying he 
would remain at Tsumeb for a few days and perhaps visit Namutoni on the 
Estoscha Planne. I called in at the Station leaving a note for 
Whitehead telling him my plans and heard fom the R.S.O. that in all 
probability the Hospital Train would go on to Tsumeb that afternoon and 
return to Otarifontein by midday the following day Sunday. On the 
strength of this the only plan for me was simply to go out and bring 
Nortje back. The distance to the point away out on the plains to which 
Nortje had gone was about 25 or more miles. It was near sundown when 
we drove right into a herd of 6 haartebeeste standing close to the road 
about 250 to 300 yards ahead. I fired a shot at the nearest one, from 
the car but missed. I then Jumped out and before they got out of range 
I managed to drop the two biggest which unfortunately proved both to be 
cows though fine specimens and in good ~ondition. I shot a 3rd. one 
which in the confusion of locating the bucks in the long grass, we 
missed and never found. After this episode I decided to camp where I 
was and sent the motor on to tell the rest of the campers to come 
back. It was 8.30 before I heard the carts coming along. Nortje 
arrived later in the motor having returned late to camp as he had shot 
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a fine haartebeeste bull, towards dusk. Unfortunately it was too late 
to go out to bring his buck in, so he had Just brought the head, and 
also a steenbok shot earlier in the day. Nortje had had a great day. 
He said the previous day he had spent pottering about, locating the 
game, and then as I did not arrive as expected, he had started away 
that morning to have a hunt. He said he saw about 100 gemsbok, several 
herds of haartebeeste and wildebeeste as well as pau and all sorts of 
small game. However it was now too late to turn back for a further 
hunt on the morrow so we pushed off early next morning for the 
hospital. On arrival I found a wire to say the train would not arrive 
till Wednesday morning which was aggravating as it meant I need not 
have cut short our last shoot. 

4 August 1915. Wednesday. Tsumeb. Having got everything packed and 
ready to put on the train we decided yesterday to take the chance of 
running up to Tsumeb, meaning to return on the ambulance train the 
following morning. The Journey was interesting as it took us through 
the German position near Korab, where they had intended making their 
last stand. About 10 miles from Otari the railway passes over a low 
ridge flanked by higher mountains on either side, the gap being about 1 
mile across. The approach to the ridge was across a flat grassy plain 
quite devoid of cover. All along the ridge had been fortified with 
exchanges and gun emplacements while roads had been made in the rear 
leading to every part of the position -so as to facilitate the movements 
of the ammunition carts and guns. Everything was marked out clearly 
with sign-boards showing where the rc,ads led tc,. Out c,n the plain 
white crosses were placed to mark out the ranges. In this position 
they had placed 22 maxims and 34 big guns, for which latter they had 
28,000 rounds of ammunition. The troops numbered something over 3000. 
As a matter of fact though the position was a strong one for a frontal 
attack, there would have been no very great difficulty in outflanking 
and attacking in rear. We got to Tsumeb about midday yesterday and had 
a poorish lunch at one of the hotels. We found the ambulance train 
there hoping to get away the next morning. Whitehead, Russell and 
Dalton returned about 4 pm from Namutoni, where they had gone during 
the interval. Tsumeb is the "Rand" c,f S.W.A.. Evidently the c,:,pper 
mines along the Grootfontein road are only subsidiary affairs, as here 
they have a huge mine, where apparently they carry out the whole 
operation even to the smelting. Here also the military had their main 
Supply and Ordinance stores. They had made hurried efforts at 
wholesale destruction when they were cornered but had not had time to 
do a great deal of damage. They managed however to burn a large 
quantity of rifle ammunition and burn large stacks of rifles, as well 
as some motor cars. They had also started to burn 4 field guns, but 
were interupted before any damage was done. The Stores were filled 
with all sorts of equipment in large quantities, enought to have 
equipped our whole army efficiently. The Copper mine was being 
searched and had so far yielded several cases of rum and was still 
disgorging all sorts of things up to the time we left. Captain Dalton 
Was one of the medicos captured at Sandfontein and has been with our 
prisoners ever since. He was in charge of some sick from among our 
prisoners, waiting for the train. We ought to have left this morning 
but no engine was available nor did it seem possible to find out when 
we should get one. This was rather disconcerting and I hunted round 
the station yard and found a sort of tandem motor trolley which after a 
little persusion I got to work. We then found another light trolley to 
hitch on behind for our luggage, and had determined to sally forth next 
morning, back to Otarifontein if no engine was forth~oming by then when 
a wire came saying we should have a special engine by the morning. 
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10 August 1'315. Tuesday. "Ebar i" We gc,t away frc,m Tsumeb abc,ut 
midday on Thursday, picked up our sick at Otarifontein and did a most 
successful and rapid trip to Usakos. Here we saw Col. Odlum and Capt. 
Jameson and were told we were to push on at once and get on board the 
Ebari, sending the narrow guage train back from Ebari the same 
evening. So off we went and got about 5 or 6 miles away when we 
crashed into the back of another train which had left 20 minutes before 

us. The impact upset most of us and threw some men out of the train, 
but fortunately only the guard of the front train was damaged, having 
his leg broken. For the rest the engine of the front train has its 
water tank burst and generally put out of action Cit was pushing the 
train at the time to help it up a rise). Some of the carriages were 
partially telescoped, and it took the relief gang about 2 or 3 hours to 
get things straight, after which we retreated to Usakos. Here we got 
things together once more and pushed off about 11 am. This time we 
made a more succesful run and got to Walvis late in the evening, 
embarking early the next morning on the Hospital Ship Ebari. 
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3 Ja uary 1916. 'A~ ~ =· 4e rccei , cd o - marching - des th~ 

f•e~noon o• December 28, 1915. To en~ ai at 3.55 am on December 30, 
1915 at rarnbourgh, which is about 8 miles by road fyom Tweseldown. 
The night was luckily fine and we got into the train dry, and reached 
Devonport at about 2 pm, and got ourselves and all our stores on board 
~y dusk. It blew so h rd •or the nex~ to days that we did not get 
'Wa) ~~il ~he morn:ng cf Sunday, J nua y 2 1916. During this interv~l 
with the exception o• a youte march to Pl 7 mouth Hoe, we were not 
allowed of• the sh~~- Thvugh the wind abated it had be no means gone 
do altogether. The sea was so h-a y that first one and then another 
of cur torpedo boat esco,ts were forced to turn back. 

7 January 1916. Last e,ening we put into Gibrcllter in the teeth o- a 
gale rf wind. A ~ug _ame out to us and after getting ou order~ we 
turned rourd and went out at once. This mor~ing the wind had gone and 
all ~ay we have steamed :n a dead :alm sea. In iew of possible 
submarine attack we pursue a zig-zag course, going hither and thither 
in a most exotic fashion. There have been 4 other transports in sight 
during the day, also dodging about. 

10 June 1916. Malta. We arrived outside last evening, but too late to 
go into harbour s~ we had to cruise about all nigh~ until next 
morning. We had abou• 1 1/2 hours ashore so :ould not see much of this 
place. The ~arb- r is 1ery quaint ~nd every a vailable bit o~ ~and is 
crammed with buildi-gs, those fringing the waters edge being mostly 
fortifications. The :ountry was very bare and reminded one very much 
of Las Palmas, except there were no high hills or mountains. 

13 January 
harbour. 

1916. Arrived at Alexandria this evening and lay in the 

15 January 1916. nisembarked and ma-ched to camp a~ Mex. This is 
about 4 miles out amorg sard dunes on a narrow spit of land between the 
sea and a huge salt marsh. It is quite a nice site for camping in this 
weat~er. It has been cold so ·~rat nights and this morning we have 
had a thunderstorn and heavy rain (Jan. 17 1916) but the wind is 
getting up and the clouds dri•ting away. There are large quantities of 
troops ~ere, and transports are arriving in a steady stream. 

22 January 1916. 
good. 

27 January 1916. 
since. Tent was 
thoroughly smothered 

Still at Mex. The weather pleasant - sea bathing 

Mex. Very heavy gale 3 days ago and high winds 
blown down in the night. Lost my sponge and got 
ir d iftsand. 

28 January 1916. Mex. Today we heard that one of our regiments which 
was sent to relieve some troops on the borders of Tripoli took part in 
an attack on about 4500 rebel Bedounis. It appears that the Bedounis 
drove our ca"al y back so that when the S. Africans came up a fai ly 
hot engagement ensued with the result that we lost 1 officer and 8 men 
killed and 5 officers and 104 men wcunded. The Bedounis were 
eventually routed and their camp destroyed. The o•ficer killed was 
Capt. Walsh o• Natal. 

5 rebruary 1916. Usman, Welsh and I obtained 4 days leave and left for 
Cairo on rebruary 1st. at 9 am. During our stay we had several rambles 
through the bazaars and mosques in that neighbourhood. We also visited 
the Citadel, the tombs of the Mamelukes and Kalifs, the museum, 
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Cai":: and ,ent one e i g to -r Arab musi:: ha!l 

!2 MaY::h 1916. Me~. We a e still inactive. The Colonel has made 
=eve·-1 e. dea.c rs to find out why we have not been sent to Join ou, 
Brig de. F·om tha vario~s commanding officers both Medical and 
Combata~t t~at e h~ e s=en •t _eems tha+ ~e are in::luded in the plan 
o# campaign f:• the Wes+ern Front Force, bu+ that p to the p esen+ 
+here has been -o call #er us tc =upplement the medical arrangements 
al-ead., e is+:. ''::IJ th- e. Ou.... i #a t ., ere :::ngag d again with t..,e 
Senussi and d -ve them out of a strong position ith the loss of 5 
officers wounded ard about 90 men wounded and about 12 killed. It is 
very di##i:ult to get any definite infornation as the list- are 
published in odd details. The Senussi I had never heard of before 
ccming here and a~ some who may read this ma} be equally ignorant I 
shall i~== + •h- ~·=+ z #ew n-tes made t ~ lectuYc gi e. t- u~ b., 
a. i tellige-ce offi::e- some time soon after we landed. Tie SENUSSI 
a e a :::l~gious sect which was founded by Mohammed Ali El Senussi, born 
:n 1784 ... ~lg"'" ia and Sci;tt 1 ed in 1839 in the Bengh'"'z ~ di st, i ::t which 
is on the boundavie= o# Eg)pt and Tripoli. Subsequent!, he settled for 

time at Me::a four d• ,g sc,me monasteries there. I., 1856 he returned 
-nee more +- TAGHBUB in BENGH~ZI distvict and founded a monaster/ (o 
Za ia' +~e e. Ye died at this place in !859. His teaching was the 
simple Koranic ~~w bereft of all its ac: etions and expansions. A sort 
of Mohammadan Puritarism. This man was succeeded by his son Mohammed 
El Madhi El Senuss:, born i 1846. He was aver, holy and religious 
man and in some respects a greater power (spi itually) than his 
father. He died in 1902 and was buried at Kiefia as this man's son was 
~co young tc s c::e~d ~i a g;andson of the orig:nal Senussi was made 
=u-:es=o, AHMiD EL SHER!~ k .own a_ THE SENUSS!. Up to quite 
ecent yea,s this sect laid no cla:m to temporal power, and had 

-dherent= th ug~c + Egypt, the main strongholds being the Benghazi 
dist ict, ard a strip of c~untry exter.Jin~ zrom Sollum to Alexandria, 
occupied by t~~ Aulad A!i • ibe, and in addition to this the large 
oases which lie to the ~o•+h cf Sollum. In the Turco-Italian war some 
Tu~kish _#fice s w- _ sent -ver to or;anise the Bedcunis and chie# 
a on~ +hes was En e Be, tnow Pasha) =nd a b'other Nu. i Bey. It seems 
+hat the I+alians e _r eallJ succeeded in subduing the Senussi Arabs 
-nd it was this state o# war with the Italians (now our allies) that 
gave the T~, ki~~ o~ficers a handle by whi~h to urge the Senussi, who 
were really #yiendly-disposed to the British regime in Egypt, to rise 
in rebellion. The hope of the Turk= has been that a sucessful raid 
fvom the borders c# T-ipoli would stir a general revolt on the part of 
+..,e Senussi through--t Egypt. Ir the !a~t engagement the Yeomanry who 
were acting in conjunction with our infantry succeeded in capturing 
NuYi Bey and severa! other leaders so that there one hopes that the 
, ebel lion i 11 ~radua.l ! ., subsiJe. Du, ing c,ur stay he, e one has heard 
:-tere=•ing scrap- ~# in#ormaton from time to time as to the probable 
fut re :ou,se _# +he war in the East. The ·ntelligence officer already 
:::~us-d tc gi·- .+ as his o~i-ic- that t~e Tu ki=h attempt c the Canal 

had been a P- ' E- +ly leg•timate one from a purely military point of 
ew. ! ' + o ... , y th e-t_ crf +he capture -f the :: . al but put to the 

tes+ t ,e ~~eo ies of the Turkish and German ~~plomats as to the 
:nter. al ~eeling of the Mahommed in Egypt and India. He considered 
that -~I ng ~ailed +o capture the canal last season, lost them their 
bes+ chance and +h-t ~ow the expedition entailed would be fay too 
~·~di~!ous • h - urA •+ak.n. I addi+ion t- this theiy expectation as 
t~ the #eeli g inte nally had not been reali~ed and therefoYe he 
==nsidered •h-+ - !e-- an attack was deli= ed before this month, the 
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proje_t co~ld be regarded as having been abandoned. This conjecture 
seems to be pro· ing _ ,::rrect. Another interesting theory I heard put 
for ard by some intelligence officers who have had many years of 
experience in t~e Eas• was one as to the internal state of affairs in 
Turkey. They said that for many generations the ruling classes have 
ch~-e~ #c- their Ha~ems c:rcassian women, and that thus the real 
T rkis~ eleme~t i ·~e -uling classes has become very much watered down 
and o~ut o# sympathy with the genuine Turkish Burger. They cc,ntended 
that the •rue Turk is not at all in sympathy with the Turco-Germanic 
alliarce and that before very long this feeling may manifest itself 
~er 1 -tri~ingly. They said that is was entirely a mistake on our part 
to think that the Tu ~s did ot know of our intention to evacuate 
Galli;::oli. They ,,. ... ew :-::;fit perfe,:tly well but intentic,nally refrained 
#ram a merciless =laughter. The reason for withholding in this way 
be:~g that •he heart of the Turkish troops was not enthusiastically 
again t us, and that orders for a merciless slaughter during our 
endeavours to get away would possibly have resulted in mutiny. What 
lends a tcuch o# col=ur to this idea is the inexplicable manner in 
which they allowed the evacuation to go on from the South of Gallipoli 
af•er they had seen the troops leave Anzac. At the time of our arrival 
1. Egypt there were huge numbers o# •roops here and they were pouring 
i in shiploads dail~. A great many regiments who have been at the 
front in France and on Gallipoli and suffered much knocking about and 
have many '"'ounded, were amongst those sent, sc, that incidentally they 
would reap the benefit of the change o# climate, and environment. Now 
there is a set t~e other way ard a sort of exodus is taking place - we 
presume to France. I think it is taken for granted now that no further 
attack on the canal can take place until next season, and in the 
meantime the Russians are pres=ing in through Erzarum and will give the 
Turks other things to think about. Hostilities in Egypt therefore seem 
now almost -tan end and the military position will resolve itself into 
garrison work until the end of the war. During the past month about 
6000 West Indian and West African negro troops have been brought into 
camp here, adJoini~g ou lines. This is one of those ways in which our 
resources are being wasted as these black troops seem quite worthless. 
The men are #airly well set up to look at, but of very poor physique, 
when put to the test. They have have been mobilised 6 months or so and 
up to the present ha•e not yet had an opportunity of learning to handle 
a rifle. On top of all this, the scaling pay has been fixed at 4/- per 
da), as opposed to •he regular imperial rate of 1s/2d. You have 
therefore untrained negro troops drawing a very high rate of pay 
alongside our British troops mobilized in England at Imperial rates. 
This item represents an outlay of about 180,000 Pounds per month on a 
unit comprised of men who are really only fitted for labourers doing 
the mc,st simple sor• c,f wc,rk. (The cc,st of a sc,ldier at Imperial rates 
has been reckoned •o cos• about 7/6d a day, so with increased pay these 
fellows cost nearly 1 Pound per day per man). In this way you are not 
only wac+ing money but gi ing the egro an entirely false idea o' his 
own worth to the Empire. 

15 April 1916. We embarked on the Oriana at Alexandria on Thursday 13 
April !916. The Oriana was the transport that brough the Scottish 
Regiment of ours out to Egypt ard was the boat that immediately 
preceded us on the Corsican. She is not nearly such a fine boat as the 
latter. In #act none of these boats are anything like as comfortable 
as those running on our lines to the Cape. 

19 Apr i 1 1916. 
sometimes worse 

The weather has been cold and stormy all the way, 
than othe s, but never ni~e. We are due at Marseilles 
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toda:y. 

24 ApYil !916. Avyi ed at MaYseilles on the evening o# the 19th. and 
went into dock eav!y .e·t moYning. Owing to a case o~ Typhus ha ing 
bYo~en o~t on board we weYe kept back and oYdeYed t- go out to camp 
about 9 miles ·-uts;de the "--wn at a place ::alled "La 1Jalenti e". It 
was about 6.30 befo ewe actually left the docks in a slight d izzle. 
The town's people gave us a gYeat yeception as we mayched thYough the 
st,eets. The maYch out on cobbles all the way pYoved somewhat tYying 
to some of the men. They had been oydeyed to cayyy theiY blankets and 
ex+ya kit alone in anticipation of the tYain Jou ney to the NoYth. We 
got +-c, camp abc,L..t '3.30 and fc,und tents yeady foy the cfficers and the 
me were billeted i- a huge disused mill. The two days #allowing our 
aYYival have been bitterly cold, and ended up with a stiff and chilly 
gale fYom the N ''· which blew throughout the day and well into the 
night. This moYnin~ it is lovely - quite a Cape Wintey day. We aye 
,eyy bus~ now disi #ec•i~g the men, so that we may be yeady to pYoceed 

as soon as ,e ~ave completed ouy peviod o# quayantine. This is a 
1 c,,,e1 y paYt .::::;f the :: ::,un•""y. Roe ky wel 1 wooded hi 11 s and 1 ovel y feyt i 1 e 
valleys all looking ""heir best in theiY clothing of spYing green. I 
found on aYYival •ha• Colonel •fickson, R.A.M.C. was A.D.M.S. so I went 
to ::all on him and found him very pleased to hear again of the Cape. 

29 April 1'316. MaYseilles. Camp La Valentine. Since ouy aYriVal we 
have been woyking hayd at disinfecting the Yegiments. It was slow woYk 
at fiyst as we weYe only able to get one disinfectoY which did the kits 
of about 5 men ~veyy 1/2 hour. So we put on 4 houy shifts and woYked 
Yight on, ~ay and ~ight. During the last 4 8 houYs we have had 2 moYe 
machines and today only ouY own men aye left to be disinfected. Two 
days ago anothe· ::ase oc::uyed and so ouy period of quayantine has been 
extended to the 4th of May. We are foytunate in being in a very nice 
camp, well out o~ the town and in the midst of the most beautiful 
COJntYy. I ha e nevey seen sue~ a wealth of vegetat~on and in such 
VaYiety. T~e meadows are deep in luscious gYass, butteycups and all 
the field floweys one sees in England. The street and squaYes are set 
out with beautifully kept plane tyees, whilst in the countYy theYe is a 
huge vaYiety. Chestnuts, HoYse chestnuts now in full bloom, beeches 
and coppey beeches, limes, fiys, and all the tYees one sees in England 
and all gyowing luxuYiantly, while mingled with them aye plants of 

aYious kinds, loquat tYees and a large vaYiety of fyuits and shYubs 
""~a"" belong to sun ieY climes. Theye are numbeYs of fine chateaus and 
countyy houses, but all seem shut up and the gardens become overYun and 
neglected. I think it is more in the country than in the towns that 
one Motices the absence of young men. We have only had time foy one 
Yide into the countyy. On that occasion we had tea at a faym house, 
and the people told us +ha•~ gYeat payt of the faYm gaydens were being 
left ur""il afteY the waY. We kept off the main Yoads as much as 
~ •ssible, and wound ouY way along naYYOJ lanes which took us through 
ario~s fa ms and small illages which weye mos"" picutYesque. In many 

Places the lane side was hedged with lovely Yoses. I noticed most of 
the vaYieties seen .11 the hedgeYows weye those most commonly seen in 
the old Cape gaydens. Riding thYough these beautiful peaceful scenes, 
it was ~ayd to Yealise that we aye at last drawing neaY the scenes of 
~he #iercest fighting in this gYim waY. vesteYday we went into 
MaYseilles to see B Section off. They came in a diffeyent ship to us 
and so were not in olved in ouY quayantine. Their destination was 
Abbe ille, wheye they were probably to get fresh ordeYs as to their 
ult:nate de~tination. As soon as we each ouY base I shall tyy and 
~ind out wheYe Geoyge and EYnest aYe. I had a shoYt note fYom the 
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~c- er, whi:::h h~d been wandering about for some time and by the same 
po-t one f"" : m Hil~a saying she had heard he was ,eturning to England 
~o a further course i Gurnery. The day after we landed a ~umber o~ 
Russ~a s t oops were !anded having :::ome round from Vladivostock. I am 
to!d the/ were fi n e looking men. They are all trained troops but were 
onl 7 a""med a, a""ri v al here, as they were short of arms in Russia. 

~ May 1916. Marseilles is full of all sorts and conditions of troops. 
I have seen several contingents of black fellows, but I mus• say the 
mor- ! see ~~ thei coloured levies the less I think of them. The 
Tndiars a""e perhaps the best, but they are miserable looking compared 
with even the worst European. They lack stamina and intelligence and I 
am su, e car, be;-;;~ ery little f.:ghting value under European conditions. 
Gi.en ~he same trai~ing as the Indians there could be no comparison 
between se' era! o~ :::.~r native ra:::es, ar,d the Indians as fighting men. 
The Zulu is ar altogether ~i. er looking specimen of humanity. 

1! May 1916. Abbe.ille. North France. The finale to our stay at 
Ma'seill::-s ilS ~ public receptic,n and ma""ch past o\ler which the 
inhabitants o~ the town showed immense enthusiasm. So great was the 
crowd hemming the streets that the police and soldiers along the way, 
lost control and as a military show the whole thing was spoilt. From 
start to ~inish the crown pressed in so that the troops were forced to 
march in si~gle ~ile. However th~y seemed thoroughly to· enjoy 
themsel·es ard I don't sup~ose our men minded much what happened. At 
the station the Mayor and ladies of the town distributed a glass of 
champagne to ea:h mar., but unfortunately for our men the supply had 
given out by the •ime they reached the station. During the last few 
da)IS at La ''alenti ,e camp the M.O. Capt. Mearns took me on sc,me long 
and most delight~ul rides through the surrounding country. I don't 
think I ~ave ever see~ a more lovely part of the world. Everything was 
at i•s best and lc_king most luxuriant. The contrast of rugged and 
wooded hills, and ide and fe ti!e va 1 leys rich wi•h a growth of 
1 ·u iant trees, '::ha ds and ineyards, lent a charm to both which I 
have seldom appre:::.:ated so much before. Perhaps it was the months of 
desert life that gave it a special charm, but in any case we all voted 
our period of quarantine :::ould not have been spent in more beautiful 
surroundings. We got a'way !ate c,n Monday night and travelling by the 
"omnibus" only reached here early this morning. 

13 May 1916. Abbeville. We remained here two days more to complete 
the re-equipment o~ those of our men who need it, and then go on to 
Join our Di~ision, when we shall once more get in touch with the S.A. 
Brigade. This place is about 24 miles behind the nearest point on the 
front, and when the big guns go they can be quite easily heard. There 
was a good deal a~ ~iring at first but since our arrival things have 
been quieter. 

17 May 1916. We have OYders to move o~f ag~in today our destination we 
anticipate being to J-in - .... Di ision at the front. 

18 May 1916. After -ather a tedious Journey we reached Steenwerk. It 
was a glorious morning, with floods of sunshine. As we disembarked 
~rom the train we saw a German aeroplane high up over our heads, with 
balls of smoke ~ .... cm our shells bu-sting all round it. 

26 May !916. 
a io .... s pcir+s, 

other F.A'~ to 

We ha e spent the past week in• isiting the trenches at 
rd ~-r men have been sent i batches to work with the 

b,ea~ them into the work. Pringle, Usmar and I set out 
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a fe. mo-nings after cu"" arri al to visit the trenches and as we drove 
out of Pont-au-Nieppe e ~aw shelling going ahead, and as we drew 
nea""er we saw they ere ~alling near the road so we drew in under cover 
,:,~ the houses about 300 ,ards away. Just as we stepped out o~ the car 
a ci ilian was knocked down by a flying fragment. We examined him and 
~c nd i~ as onl} a =light wound in the head, so we sent him back in 
the ambula-ce car ard watched the shells bursting. They were biggish 
ones,# and gave aver, powerful burst. After waiting sometime we had to 
turn back as the shelling seemed to be likely to continue. In the 
after~ocn we went on and this times :ceeded i- getting up through 
Ploegsteert Wood or Plug-street as the Townies call it. There was a 
good deal o~ sripi-g going on and some shelling. At one place the 
Germans e~e occupying a crater only 25 yard~ f om our trenches. We 
had a look with periscopes over at the German trenches at several 
~o~n~s. ~ other day we· isited quite a different part, where we got a 
fairly extensive iew. The dressing station we had to visit had just 
been hea ily shelled and was looking very battered and all the men 
looked --t~er serious. ! don't wonder when one saw the damage that had 
been dcne. As our Division Cthe 9th.) is being withdrawn ~rom the 
t.enches it ~as been decided that we only take over from the 29. r.A. 
on this move. 

We moved away to Strazeele, about 9 miles away and have 
days i- billets. We are on the side of a hill about 12 

front and can see the flashes and star shells etc. all 

1 June 1916. 
been here two 
miles from the 
along the line 
bomba,..dments. 

at night. The-e have been one or two heavy 

2 Jure 191~. Mo""becq~e. 
cc,untry people. 

In a quaint old ~arm house owned by very nice 

3 June 1916. 
dirty chateau. 

Les Tourbicis. Put up in an empty very modern and very 

4 June 19!6. Eemy - St. J~lien. This is our destination for our field 
training. How long it is to !ast we dont't know. 

12 J ...... e ! 916. ror the past week we have been taking part in various 
kinds o~ ~ield exercises, beginning with individual. then brigade and 
finally divisicnal training. The latter has been cut short by order to 
move again. 

16 June 1916. Saissermont. I came down here on the 14th. with Grange~ 
and the 0ars. We were ordered to go to another village but when we got 
there we found :t full oft.oops so I went into Armiens to find out 
~hat is wrc •9· After some difficulty I was ordered to this place to 
open a temp-rary hospital ~or our sick. On arri•al I found it full of 
t oops but as it was late, I put up at a farm house. We were fortunate 
i st,..i!:ing ~est amiable couple who though poor made us welcome and 
did their best. We managed to get milk and eggs and turned in in 
various parts of the house. I in a neat little and very comfortable 
room ~ the absent daughter of the house. The rest of our party turned 
up today ha ing had a tedious journey and a long march from right the 
o•her side o~ Amiens. We are off again in a day or two for the front to 
take part in a great move ~orward. 

18 June 1916. Corbie. We ha e come in to Corbie to Join the 29th F.A. 
'one of th~ other two in the 9th. Division). The Chateau Corbie has 
bee~ giJen over to us. The 29th. are~ occupy ~he house, while we are 



to hCl • ._ •he '· ~ ~ chen ga · •- •or ou camp. joi t o"'f"._e ..., _ :;s. 

23 June 1916. We ha\le spent the last few days l , ._ 1 ea,..: g the ', ~ tchen 
ga-den • /e~ '- g-- •h of ,eed, and erecting shelters• the si:::k. 
We are to fer a C.::r,..s Res~ Sta•ion, which means th t we sh 11 ka\l~ tv 
-:::,p :•'", i-' ,:• •'"'- ~.:: ... ;:- - •h-• i:; 3 di i-•on-. S~m·1 " :::ombin
ations ' ambula - ces are -un~ing a main Dressing Station under a Major 
Dive - called Di.,,e's Copse. A thi,...d ambulan e o· p2rtion cf ambulan:::es 
run tJi Main D -ssing ~tct:c,, •c, t'"i"" Walking Wc,undc::d. The c:, ded a,·e 
=ollec•ed hJ our bea - s nd thos2 .::• th regiment - , i. •o "Dump" from 
h"ch ·~e) -r- •at_n to sh:1•-red Aid Pos•= •._· d es~~-g be•ore emo l 

by ot_. nb , - :::e •-, th_ M~i'l D, essi ,g -tat ion. F" c,m t'iis (after 
... ec2· i 'a:# ,ha• • th- _••entic,n >= :cessa y) •he:, a-e •..-- sf_,.. ed tc 
•he Casual•y ~lea i g Sta+io :, h-re ·~e} are operated - and vendered 
f;t to pro:::e~d to the b~s~. Ou m-d~::: l er ic .... is the e•o e being un 
as a Co, ,..'.J 11..onc .... r ,, instead ::::.,f Di is~onally .=s h~ -t-fo, e. Cc,rbi"' is on 
the S,:,mme and about 15 m:les from tt.e f :::., t. The1 e re gre ... ,t signs of 
impending :::ti.itJ. There i= a constant st,...eam of gJns, men and motor 
lorries passi ~ •h ug'1 - :.ght: and da) on +he way to the t-en:::hes. The 
~-e._'"' _ e r __ :~~· •o· a •ew t ilomet2,...: • ·~= ·•ho• the Somme, 
and Divisio- is •he one in a:::tual -ontact wi•h them. They are equally 
busJ on the•- side. 

26 JL,re 1916. C::::rb:e. veste.dcay was my tu, to ~-it the •ar:ous 
Posts along the p:::i~·, whi:::h ill :::cn:::ern us. Yesterday the 25th. the 
~re-• b-mb=rdme~• :::o.me~-ed - d I as af.aid th t I should ot be =ble 
f-- • isi• the • on• !i -, b t r • up all the - Jl st: -.... •side B1 ay 
~e -ame along the --es• -• a hill it • of the -:::ene ~· act:on, and 
be~ar + ~e• ~~e •-1! c d :::• ~h- g ~. Spu ts -• ~1a w= - shooting 
appa ently ou• -f th ... ground in all di ecti:::ns and from all sorts of 
h~dden lai, s. T~e c ~vol me~= f- a- Billou ~arm, whe e the 98th. 
F"'.A. were li i g i. dug-outs, wh~ch they had made for the protectic,n of 
themselves and the - -d ... d. Here! had lunch as the Germans we.e not 
replJin~ _ J ·ig.:: ou=l/ t:: -u· •ire I decided t:o g- -- w:th my to .. ,r. 
F"'r- •he dug-c • I ,..a:serl though~ w~ ~d whe'e ther .... were m =es o• 
ours and the r en:::k 'a:# s all •i,...ing away. Ju~t , I :::ame down the path 
between the guns - bi~ one went off ::lose over on the right and I 
dis•i :::•!., ~a t~.e ' U'a:#- p oje=tile lea ,e ~he gun. Tht:: c~unt, y here has 
big undulations and as I wound my way up the communication trenches I 
rea:::hed aric g~od poi-~s n• iew. Eve ... y~ere guns ere going o•• 
're ever} bi• o• cov~ d t'ie whole a! and earth ibrated. At last 
I ea:::hed a poi t on a hillside about 500 ya,...ds from the German 
t·e-:::kes •· hi_h I :::o~ld see shell landi. gin huge bu·sts -• 
smoke and deb'is, tearing up their defences. On the opposite hill was 
the little towr ' Mont~ub- ery bcattered and half hidden in th 
outskirts of Berna•ay Wood. F"urthe,... to the right was Trones Wood. All 
the:e places nc doubt a~forded well hidden lai--s •o •he German guns. 
Du,...i ,g my •cu I vis:•ed A Ad an=ed D1essing Stations, all dug deep 
· ,t •he g o -d, - rf tiea ii., t imb .... r ed d =•,...engthe ed i th _.t22l 
gi,ders anrf piles _• w db-g~ ·~ esi~t shell ... All the young medi:o's 
seemed :::heer~ul _ der the trying conditims they were working in. I 
.. as t.::ld this bc,mba d ... c t as tc go on !'c,r da,1~ befcre the attad. 

3 Ju ~ J 1916. ,.... ~, bi.... Yeste day 
bomba - ~-~ t ha ing re~:::hed a sort o~ 
t'"'ings a e g~i g well on the whole and 
being made. 

the actual a•tack began the 
-lima~ o• •ury. We hear that 
fair number .::f prisoners a e 

!O J 1., Two :omp: ies -• o in the l i •=, 



71 
bet een Bev afay and Tio e= W_od=, 'r= wh:_t •~e en~m~ ~Q e be~n 
dri en. P ~ ,gl-, r:-;:; ·bes, La ie "" d 'Jelsh a e up ith c,u bea,'er s 
al;:;ng with the Big de. S 7 este~da) ! en• up·~ see •hem. ! wert 
al I g t~e same rc - te _ 1 st +ime, but n=w I w sable t: gob~ ~ar 
-i~ht on •- one ' •he An c•s c !y getat-~le be'~re through the 
•r_ eh.-. "11 •he a~ ~P' m c~ bi- e ~a sed masses and masses f 

men 
, -· ... 

now 
ries taki g up -up~lies and i•iu, t the huge number _f 
massed on the 1 r.., • A"te o search I was told our fel lc,ws 

we _ i Ma icour• ":lla~e d -·= I d ~ - e , I saw the en' ...J" :• was 

bei ,g sr.aa-lled wi+h what the Tommies call "b.i.g stu'"" A_,! came in I 
me• -- e ' ou ~- li~s ,he, ai~ - a •ill ., :,"'.ic d just bee 
ba~ly our de~ b, o e _, •he :;hells, -o ! ~ent ~ith h"m. uo e - h= had 
he b -ught in +c th t-~., hei ~ u ed - - +: mp ~ J d ess.:. .g e~,:-+-· -: 

d had been seen h 1 r:-orbes. He loo~ad bad. Hee I 'ound poov old 
Hor e wh - '-. d b-e ounded b., st r apnel ! : tt e tt .:.gh. He is our "i rst 
ca=ualt~ and will b~ a great los e en tempora il.,. r:-o~tunately his 
wound is not seri-us. As I ame down tc the Ba I saw a shell plurge 

ig~t int;:; mas:; c' -e- and ho,ses who ere crowded in a 1~ et 1 i ,g 
•- g_t 9 - ~- •h- ~ ~r. Al! f:his time th - Gev - h-~ orked up •e:., 
f ·- idab 1 b - hard _ • o' all our ·e.:entl, ~ in~~ P - -itic,n.., and the 
noise of thi= ard ~ own guns was s- te ri'ic that o - felt scarcel/ 
able to thi k. ! ·h~n 1

0L d Pi ingle and the others who ... 11 looled ~s 
if th~y .e _ g_i ~ •h oug~ - h~r·.:.ble tim-. Wel=h a- up !n Bernafa, 
'.Jood which -s ge•• · ; a te ible d ing. I was due back at fqur tc 
,eet Col. Ela~:'e --- W- had le't tre car and! ,et him ear o 
·e dez ous on h:11 *rom whi:h = e ~ould see the li, e of battle* · 
... ever l i le-. Tt as a ,:,nder 'ul ard hor" ibl e s.:.ght. "lo ,g a 1 ine ... ' 
se, -r-1 miles, Jhi .. h we could see plainly, the Germans w~re hea• ily 
bomba,dirg a!l the ~...Jsi•ions e hare recentl., taken. The shells mad
~uge .. louds of d~-_,e, black, white, c earn-coloured er i ,ky bl-ck smoke 
-ccc-ding to the •ariety used. From this point one could see most -f 
the p si•ion~ we had homba"ded at •he beginning. lJhat had been lea'y 

o~dz eve blast~d and battered ~s though a cld 'i"e had swept 
th cugh them. !t a 1 _t .:.nconcei 2blc tha• _- much de..,t· :t.:.on 
co~ld hQ _ been d- ~ by ~hell f.:.re alone. The iew e ~ad was I 
-uppose quite "" uniq~e one in this war as we were only about Q m:le 
'- ~~re •he i tense fighting was going ~n w"th a full ie of the 
line on e.:.•her siJc. The ood (Bernafayl 'om which - u~ bearers were 
e·---a•i~g and ·- h::h Cap•. Welsh w s, was ge•ti g e-J he ~ 
shelling with she1 ls ' all kinds includi g "tea shell="· After a 
time some s~-:::l!s :a e :: er us e· iden•ly aimed .=t the 'Oad leading up t-
~he f on+. During •ea in the ambulance dug-out we heard some more come 
c· e,. When we started back we found the road blocked the cause bei, g 
t~at one o- the shells had pitched on the road destroying an ambulance 
car and •w: lorries. The ambulance o derlie was lying beside the car 

i "-~ m=st of is he d '='._ .•• e. ! heard a fterwa. d= ttiat 7 woLu ded pa._ ients 
in the ea" had escaped : j ,·ed. However onlJ abc,ut 10 sh1...l l came 
ever ,~d _ more d ~- =~ done. ~B. ! h- h=a,d •-da, 'om -n o" 
our me., th t Lt. "".:.mm::; Br-wn ha:: been k:lled. He and 5 vthers wet e 
kill~d b, a S~-11. 

12 July 1916. Cotb:~ Yes•erday I made an-ther i~it to ou bedrers 
~t Camb-idge Copse, hi-t is th~ name gi ,en to some dug-outs ju~t 
-u•-;de ~a-i-= t tlillage, and re .. k-ned t _ be ea'er than the ill ge 
Whi:~ is :ons•~n•l., being shelled. This t·me the shelling 'rom the 
Germans w-s ,ot n-= ly s- :oncen•ra•ed, but they wee s~nding a few 
-hells e,ey ~ere ad •he e which i~ ~e"y un:omfortab 1 e as one doe~ n:t 
k~o. whe ~ •hey will .. ome ne·t. I found Pringle loohing somewhat more 
ested as 'o.tu atel, for him - his feet had got sore and compelled 
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Wo_d ~et- "" ~ syen• the ya=t ~ 4 ho--= - a:: ti g o ded Wels~ 
•hev_ •c- - _.. I h~a d s _m_ -f his ad,entu e= • - h:m. He went up 

to Beyna•ay Wo_d a• -~• 1 ~" ~ ·~e 9th Ct~e --m= - ·t- no - o• my 
last isit) and •te _ a::.... .:.ng C\ - .. 1 •Y wc,und'"'d -s p;::,ssible had 

+u e~ · ""i t-:_ mer h:: -Y- '"i i•._ • ! •t-i:: ~ntime he had 
had a te fvom the R.M.O. -• ihe 2nJ. S.A.E. to say tha• ·~eYe weYe a 
nu 1be1 • c,unrt_d _ • •he p - i::u- d: ti=ion that • ad been aband .. r ed b, 
thei ,_ 1-r::e ~~-~u • -~ the hay•· e, ~ d ~h • the S.A. Reg. 
SB~- ~eve - 11_ •~::, ·~e •oget""e·. ~- Wels~:: 1 l~d' 20 olunteey
• w a ~ __ en and e•- .ed •- th~ Wood ac~.:.n::, it about 12 
midn~ght. He then h ~ a f ightf l •ime a- he cn 1 , fvund the wounded 
after 3 t,...,~ = __._a ;:h - - g=t •.... ..,i! ::;• bu -t~ .. g -hell= :- ,-! tea, ga;:;,, 
and finally fo.... ... th=. ar.d g..:it • , m awa,. Pe ""aps cr,e o• the mc,st 
ma Q 1 ! s .,_. 9- ·- th-• ith_ he - , • the cYdeYlies weYe 

ded cv •-ill d. T _ • the "" e s cumbed to e -:, s b. ~down 
~hi .. ~ J •"'i-t : • • b --de =d =t. ! ~a g .. t tc - , •h ~ •h-
a)' up i, ~te 'oYeno- -.- LJe!sh = g _ing up with ixed l._.t c,' 

OYd lies f om _u, and •he 27th. F.A they ""i .. - d a sh-11 -~ming. Welsh 
and on._ of th ... o d~. li-~ fl~, ~ themselves i ,to Id s~ ... 11 hole. The 
~~=,lie wa;:;, w- ded, hile ano•he who had taken re•ug- i- - • ench, 

a= killed. Th ~~::,h•i ~ h-_ e •- ~ed • •he on =••-Ge ~ a~ 
"'ei:::, dYi e b ::•, h._.• is i= •u i us a1 1 1 c g ·~= line:: and th 
:a~ .... I+ies aye•- ible. Colonel Jo es o* •h2 S.A. Sco•ti-h was killed 
i..ihile s• rding ne~r •r...e D- es-ing S"-ation. Cap•a:. RL,=sell has been 
sh .. ~ b/ a snip-· and o•he · -•fi:e,, whil- the~e ha e been numbe.s o• 
ot'"'e casual tie;;. A ery di 1 fic ... ,lt j::b ', s falle, t the lot of the 
S.A. Infant .. y. 

!4 Jul:, !916. J:"'yi_.. y Qn Ue~'"'es~-, e• ening I=', nest a i ,ed. He had 
ju:;• ::ome bac' ' L ::::. Bo::;_!le e eh;_ Regiment had been c,n the 
Unpleasant job u• h_vJing the dead on the hat•1e•ield. W2 had - net 
f . .., Pr i .gl e ye-•er ... a., _::;., ~ g that the Ge mans P- -d sh ... 11 ed a battery 
n.,:a- to them and gi •"'e ... a hv,rib!e •ime, ;:;,ing •earshell;:;, to::;. 
la ge ~ t_nt. So~ -· the shell:; 'ell shoYt ~ d unple santl 1 e .... , 
thei· dug-outs. The 2 7 th. ~.A. Bea ers, who aye in rest at W. Per .:.ne, 
h ~e had 2 mo"e =-=--!•is~ OIT sh•apnell fire 7esterda). On t~= 12th. 
N_ mar wen• up •c s _ our be-r~Ys and found the)~-' h d ther - b-d 
t.:. .. 1... •t-= p .. e i-us ·gh• Sc,me very heavy shelling began whil ... 
~a .. =ting wou ded ... Bernafay Wood resulting :n 5 casualties, non ... 
h~e been killed, but one severly wounded. Stff. Sgt. Walsh is 

ep rted t _ ~ e d-ne ~henomen=lly good woyk, dre sing wounded, finding 
and bri,,ging them ..... and continuing to do this foy 4 nights and 3 
days. In f~c• he onl 1 •et- ned on being told ~e was "~ndeY a .. ,est". 
Ou• men h~ve -11 ovt~d splendid!, and ga!ned p·aise on all ~ides. 
Thiz morni g t""- •i, ! ef~o·t to b-eak th oug., h-s been ylanned, and 
ne _ ~as ~-s• ~~me ·~ •he e•fect that th:~ ha= b-en don=. and th t -
1 ·~~ ss c• :: al y is being pushed thYough tc tr 1 and capture as 
mar 1 gun- 5 po sible. The •:ghti,g h-s bec~me ~~mply furious and th~ 
=a-ualties o bcth side- ar~ t_o fearf l tw thinl of. All e oan do i
tc wade th ~u~ •he -==e- w~ d=d. Th- 2 7 •~ h~s g~ - *c ad t~ 
he!p :: p ith it and c J-·r •he s ~o=n - the out-g-i g ambulance5 
oa take _ eY our Rest St tion. 

17 JL.l:,r 
and fast 
account 
foll ed 
di.!sion= 

..... 1 6. Morda.,. Di e's Copse. r ts are crowding • so thic'· 
that it :s qL~•e impossible tc keep abYeast with_ y connected 
• ~t all. The 27th. F.A. came up here on r iday and we 
en Saturday. We aYe now, in ~onjunction with the tent 

c* 2 c•her 1bL.lances un ing •he Ca· ps Mai D.S. t•e h e 
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5 -d !';;e 1 _ • _ i '"-- and ;: o ' • :a, "" ., ~ • ::,t t • -
end.:ng :;•~ea ' ,... d - d -n-.e f'i::,!"-f.' g :.:; - 'm• ly '"' .,- _.. _. ·pt· 
s.: ·"' ·~ be!:lan • h~ zttt. tt _ t,_mb-, d e ,t ~. - - -=- eJ d :1 ar • 
night. We -tta=k du .:.ng the day mostly and the Gem~ .ounte·-attacJ 
mc~•1 1 a• i::,ht. "t these tim-~ •he bomb dmeni =hes. so·t -· 
::: 1 .: a . O .... bea .... =-s a e h- i g a m c:t - ·duous a d Jan~--=1-.s • .:.me. Up 
• , --• ,ight - .: i-.-,.t '·ll _d d 22 ou ded " d _ _.. • , _ 
"'h- -ame in !as• ~la'J..i• •~1d :: that Capt. L ·i- i s 'ee hi"- but 'a ... 

4 h gh• • se iy. 4e '"'as no• c 1 -•, e e ·n hopes ·• 
i- cnly a sl'gtt d. On ·h~ tAth. •here as sec...,_. big &ttack er 

th"" "' an 2r-' li ... ' .... _,.._ se '"'.:..h as ::uc--~Jfully -ar ied ou•. 
Tt"" h lding of •h- 1..ap•ured ..,osi• ion .~ here the h'"'a y lo-ses cc,me 
;n. The S.A. Br ·~;ir.fe •=-J ,..a. t ;r ·~i:: - d t._e, l ..,se:: t~en ar,d sin_e 
have been e·•'-mel., h;:a .,. T~ thi at• ~ 1 th- Ge mans were pushed - t 

' B--e "-i le Petit, - d ~- ..... ::,-· - ·=>! T, :: IJ_ • ""-i g 'i all., :::1-::a d 
in so doing T~- ~·tac' h:: e ~ ~::5ed be1 ond L~ g• _ a

1 :nt 
·~~ Bcis Del ·ll , ~e e Lhe S.".'- ha e had d_::..,erate f.:ghting ar d 
heawy losse::. l"'o=>t .::;' this ~ our d h s b-er so he .:1.1 ur,de· fi e f 
all ~orts ·~at 1 _ h_s be - .:mpc-sible t g_• the ouade .... away. The 
2nd. S.".I. h~·= :: ''er~ ... - •·= _ly h_- il 1 ~nd early 1 1 "-'"'e.:. 
-'fi:::e-s ha ... b~er e'•her lil!ed O' -d-d. 0-r h._~ - ..--shed up -
fa · ~s Longue 1 .,=~•e d-., ar _. had J--• ... 1 ... -•ed hcusr "-h 
- •:::;1 • •s c· the i, l ::, her "-"1e Ger a'"'s deli = ed a c _ncent ted 
bomba dm~t. The1 .... d t~ · - ~e ef ge. ~ -ell- and th~ orde lie ~ho 
-am_ down, wa:: u-nded b., a bur ... ting s~el! hile helping t_ get tie 
Wounded under _._. er. The ound::. sustained in this ::art of warfare are 
real!., •e- .... ibl-, d it is simplj mar ell:::u- h patien• the poor 
fel!o,s =~e. One has s of them l.,ing _ .: .. .:.ng on st et=hers many -
i- ' • Tc::f. _, •hem - _.. e , ~full., m gl.:~, a~d ~et se!dom h- :: 
::, ._- e n wh- •i-.-.r a e dr-..,sed. ",d whe, on pict ·es th-t 
addi•.:_,, t:::: b ing -urded the} =·e usual!, -oaJ(ed to the -::k.:.n nd 
c -red .:.th d, n~ aa!.:.=cs "-he .:al pathos of it all. All day lcng 
- ... is '"'earing onde f 1 tal-= :::' hat .:s going on, when th~ guns never 
::ease, ~ d e ~no •e eP h- may be the e ... ictim o• th ... 
:::on•inu::: s - _.. - "-hle::s bcmb~ dm- t. We h e ~ s~e~ th c gh a 
co ~ide~able - ~he· ' German prisone .... s - o 1g f-he wounded. They all 
s~., _ bomba-dm- • •a- bee ·~-r·ble and I ea ,ell i agine it as we 
ha e bee, ~:."ing -:'"'em ar ,1th.:. g :. cm 5 to 10 shells to thei ::. Mu_t 
.• f "-he: g ound t '.a, has n _t .1et been cleared f elthe wounded or booty 
and it is ~ ... t known how many of their guns are new in cur hands bwt 
app-rent?y there a-e mar} abandoned guns in =oncealed positions, - er 
wh.:ch ou attack h=:: ~ ep•. T~e whole o' the 9th. Di i-io h -
su' 'e ed ,,ery hea ,; , y, :; ._, h ... ~ i 1., tt at : t ::eems doub• ful i' the1 c n g-, 
en muc~ tong~. Ti-.ey supp:::-ted t~e fi =t -t•acJ ~ the 2nd. o' July 
and f om that date e·e =on~tantly under shell f.:. e without being abl ... 
to st i'e a blow urtil the o,ning of the 14th. I 'ac~ #or the week 
Pr-vi us to this pe iod their bi,oua=s -=n-tantly came unde long range 
#:,...e Th,: -=ul• a= f.hat "-he Di is":::n suffer_d l:::::s o' -hout 2500 
i- 'il!ed ~ ~ _ ded, ~ef e f-hey themselves p sh dint the attac 1 

ti-.e 14th. • pla1..e ' the 30th. Di is:=n ,ho had d.,n- "-he fi st 
P-·t. B} no our los~ s us• b = 1 s--1 _nd our pl-ce ill h- e •- he 
._aken by ... th-rs. 

191£. Di -'5 Cop-e. Today th ... o'f.:.cial 1.:.::t -~ S.A.I. ! O J'-'lJ 
cc:\sualt :- 
abcut s ""7r· 

amounts tu no less that 114 officers, and our Di • has lost 

• 0 

·..J 

not 

men. It is anticipated that the~ c~- only last out one or 
after ,hich we shall have to withdraw to refit. One <F more days 

derlies 
wou-ded af•e _, 1 .... 

t_ .... _1 a A '"' • i"'g;;, •he gc 

~e -<F be~rer- wa b 
~ ne i ... W-S 
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. ~e1 __ # _.a'"'e => .:;._.##eri ·~ : 111 !:#-""::;• g. Tt,_ Ger .ans ha "" ~een 

poisor g s sh2ll-. We have abou• 20 or 30 case=> n i1 ou bl ~~~ 
Th2 .,,.._•ac'· ::;_e +-,,_, h- e '"'ee push-d f ... t-1,2 in ar,d -· 'e t ·- p::. 

cc,m· '::# up •=, epl ::-~2 OU"' Di ·si= .• Th- '"'- bard ,en4- is still ve ./ 
::;e -- ou p 4- a-d ha~ sp -ad h 4-h up -d rl- m 4-he li,e, s= that 
~- eh • '"'e gci-g ~ !:#-· ! h? s_e ::;eve 1 # o._.' 

#f··e s, -· ong ••e ~ - 1 ne 1 Tanne1 the O.C. -f 2nd. s.~.r Hd said 
whe '"' lezt !6 o ... + .. ~ 2"' cf t'"'ei oZ#icers ere gen- and the f.:.ghti.,g 
~till ~-es fu .:.o~sl, on. All speak in the highest praise of our 
bear s wh '1a e s+--=t - .,._,1., .... . _ . .... ~ei •. ne ous ~ask. ~notheY of our-
-~'·=er~ =ame :n a#•=, h~ i g been h i ~ b 1 shell explcsi s no le-s 
,,-.. S 4-i es tte as =J i e, b 4- i::; a t::i4-al o1r ;::k f th-
.., ' .... s_n• • th,=• · 4-h - t ' ~1-ep ... # _ -d d 4-he _ _ st.:::nt n .... rr 
sh ves, I mare! th-4- re men d- +- -u=cumb entirely toner ,e 
.., ...,_ a .. :..:.... The = ! J _,z , + 4-"'"' d.,J- ag seem.., ~= • - bee onl, 
er, p tiall~ s ~-~=>~# _!. Th ~ Ge,mans ha e till ere defences to be 

b-c• .... th ... ough be#-_ •hey=- de h .- ' 

20 J !J !916 TI-. ::;d J D' -'s ~ p E~- ::;i -- ab- 4- idday on 
T-~=day •here '"'a::; bee - r s- .. fl -' wo ded. 6 nedic 1 
o~f·=='~ h e he_ co •inu..:.-sl~ a• wo"'l All duri g ·~is time ou- gu::; 
ha_ bee- !:# i g d t times th~ #i ing •::; ::;o =~ ;::ent ted t~~t there 
.. _ -ne c= ti .... ou- T,-. he-i it one would th.:.n~ that no living 
th: g cou!d be 1-#4- b_fcre it, ard yet when our men ad ance to attack 
the Germans ccm2 po~ ing our_, t~ei- dLg c_t::; in h ge rumbers. Though 
many o# the a-- a 1 ..,::;s• tc·· d-=:ed to #igt->4-, •1, re -I · 1 - seem plenty a# 
me:• ~l ctJ iv!:# ~hem ~ fig~t 4- th- ""d -d ~= immense 
. ·ecu• i c,n mcri!:# ::, ta:' • 1Je :- 'e 1 os • g immense umb .... s in '"'- 1 ding the 
gound once gained. Once we gain a position, we seem to s•ic~ at no 
sac ifi=e howe .... y eat to hold i4-, ar,d this! think is dem,::iralising to 
the Ge,mans, == •1-.e~ r- Ii- t'.at t•e.:.~ cc •e1 4-ta=ks are almojt 
d- d 4-o f-i! re. Th"::; - -•-!:#Iha e taken a ery go-d map from the 
Ti-e::; ic'"' sho all •he gro nd - e ~ich the 'igh•ing has e.+-endcd. 
T ~an a ,1 1 des= ... :b2 i a ~isJ~· •ed manrer, a::; I have g-•he ed i• '· m 
•he - -d ~, •1-.e ..,3 4- t'.at ~u d! i-ion h pla)ed. On the 3rd. d 
4t'"'. of July when t'"'e -ttacl.. was started, the 30th. Di :s.:.on took 
~ontauba, and Ber, -f~, Wood, and held it. Later on in ano•t~r attack 
l~ ~hi=t- they we"'e helped by -Ur di i~ion which was i reserve tc th .... , 
the} g-!ned f= ·~ g i Tr-nes Wood. S-me of 4-he S.A.I. we.e i 
thi_. Th= rest were camped about ~he poi t I '"'ad indica4-ed in the 

ap. Ou, d:· isi~ -- •h e nde shel, fire and su -urrfed by ~h~ 
o_ of cu ... g ~s -tilth- t4•h. o' JLly during which 2500 wer~ eith~ 

1,illed or wounded. Our bearers were engaged -11 t!-i~ t!111e in clca i g 
Bernafa~ and. Trones Wovd and the space between, under heavy shell f.:.re 
al 1 th<a; time. On the 14tt-. -u d i sion had -1 ieved the 30th., and r,ow 
-"-t-c'·ed L= gue, a! wh;ch they 11..aptu ... ed. Du--ing the #ollowing da~ they 
pushed ~·!11 #u.,.•h2 ... - ... ~ i ed Del· il1e Wood This p- t·=ul ,· dutJ 
fel • t~ 4-~,e S.A. Br.:.dgade who su#fe ed 4-er-:bl. .. l _::.::;es inning and 
holdi. !:# Tr nes and Del ille Woods. The ~ ... e eh ~ho ha e don- s . ~ell 
•cem to ha e 'ailed t- ta'e Gu.:.llemcnt, whlLh they sh uld h- e done, 

.:.th the result tha• tt- Germars we~ abl _ o bomba d and swe~p .:.4-h 
i:le fire the whole of these posit~ons. T_ 1--k =t the Woods it is 
a'1ellous •- 4-hi ~ •'"'a• any•~ing cc ld emain ali 2 in them. A great 

pre.., •· n of the • ees '1:-.e beer. shot down and blc -P, while ere'J 
lea# !-a~ b2~n blas•2d #f •'"'c::;e •hat emain standi g. Ou be~ e1 ~ ha,e 
wort..ed nobl, and per ~4-rated th _ Lc,ngue al and Del ille Woods in 
bri ~ing a ay wo~ ded. As the Ge man~ Qre di en back the po :tiors 
that ha e been bldst d by our fire, are then further bl ~ted b~ theirs 
Whe.. e occ ... py •hem. The f :gt-t in~ has been S'" f ious tha4- many ' +-he 



~e~ .... , rf .... h le4' .... ...... d; ........ ..... . , , ' , . 
e -- t-' J J - , 
a ...... mpf- ha- been - de .... ........ e ~ea~ f th umeY .... .,_. ., 

h - - ~ l ........ .... h~ b I i l 1 ed ..... ~ .... .... .- , s 4' aYe ::a -- = 
Possib 1 J have .... i, e, pla.: ... , i the histoY J o4' .... .,... -· l f than ... 9'-.:. g -. 
d~:1J hero. ve~ .... e rt 01 ..... o-, ! '"'ad a few houY= w4'f and mad up t 
-n1. ........ e ~a.t • t'1~ ,: ._ namel 7 ~. ic::urt. Thee too the same thin~. 
F'ri..., .... ':?. .::J C::m.i- ~1 so. 1 ike Mon .... aub~., ~ - lit ... -1 1 J ·-zed t .... the 
=- ~, fa-:• et :: lJ aze~ .... o ... hi... g .-. "' ... .... .: .... - 1 !., :'": ::d m: J 

~e ... t it:: i.... n ! g ~h l -t few rt-) , we '"'a - .... 1 ....... _ .... '": ... 1~4'.._ 
Baz- .... .:. , G anrf d P ....... i .... an~ t'"'e od~ i '"' ..... it'"' ,._h , l=-
~ - .... -lma : -v .d Ovi 1 lie On the igh.._ •'"'e ~ e -h ~ Had=~- .... 
Whi_ .... .... ~eJ t- ~ •h~ 4'i ~t few day=, b~• .... ~ ... -t Jet - ... =u ed 
G .... .:.11er, nt wh.:._t- • ,..,_ .... an~, while e t '.en ''a .... c ::. -t r=-a m. 
Yes .... ~1rt~ M::naghan - rt Grarger =ame ba=~, s:: tha .... I •e b ... e ~::.~ to 
'1a e - -::.- ,... ::.et .-, .:.ng T-rta, :: ... - ~- .. b... e 1 i ...... d •t°'.:.:h 
is er = J • Th ... y ha _ o b,., ... r 2 1 ~ - J s, in .. tie m .i. d.::.... 4' a w f u l 
,.. ,1- ~ ,_. rf , ,- I : d • 1 : .._ • 1· 
~ - .-. ~i '"'g:.. I =es- , "=' e ' "=' ., .• m ... , a J 1...,,-, 

Of thei- lives, tha• so e ... a b _• e d m ~ om metal st .:.n a,d 
~v... is onl, atu al, ... he c der bei, g that m e ha ... n-t su-.:umbed 
:.11 ts...e same a). 

v::=f-:: da) ~ B ig-d~ :: _u+ rf 22 JL.lJ !.916 n: ,;a. s r ~ -· ·-~..I~ 

-:: i ..... ,c • g .... enqui e .-:bout the -c .... .: n The Ge - . l - me w 11e '"'e 
.... ~ he e .... h .... s -* th _ Big~~ ~· n~erf - ~ T ~ rf h- I ! .... h h.:_ - .., ·-

wee _a,p ... d • "H-..,,...Y '' 11 ... J", j...,_ .... beyu d •'1e aY... * _:,n::;.i-- , .... 
Shelli g. y.i- wa- a ~l ·i::us m ning ·t, b. illiar t su .. sJ-,i e d the 
men ... e app.ecia .... i ~ i ... t_ the full a4'te: t~- te - ibl ... ce~~ _f 
fight::. g. Th ... l ::;ses h~ e beer e •remely hea.J, b .... .:.twill be some 
.._i ... ~ 4'o .i-h_J - ... 4'ullJ 1 '"'o The~ i~ de -- abo t 4100 =.._ :,ng, 
and .i-1-..e : s lati::= e i_ .... ,-, esent t o -b t 2500. The 
2nd. Pe~. ha ... h rt -11 .i-hei ::f~i=ers ~il!ed oy ounded, wh;le the 
•3........ Bgde a- a .... le h s l t ,e.,.J ,ea.,.l.1 !00 ... f4'i-e s. I 4'- d 
Pri ~le = d the the1s ~ll loo' ;ng ::nderfully well undei the 
C:i c:~ .... anc =, bu• • --u,se ta...e, and tt--e men loo' e,J batt ...... d. 
Aft~r being with them f a time I rode on to Billou tfood '"o at range 
ab- .... .i-hei· .... =..,or.... As I.,. d ... p Isa- 4 GeYmor ae o~lane~ c ne 

e t ~ 11evy gye=t height. TheYe as immediately a treme dou= 4'ire 
p ... ed .i-h:: hJ ti-.:.:: -4'.i- g ~-, rt -4't~ wh:l... - m 

~1 ~s be~an .._ s vv~ i 4' m =11 dir _cti- s, d .._h = th ... Hu s ad 
Of4' fo home. A ... Bi,lou Wo_d th~ GeYmans were sending ave some ~uge 
s~e!ls, whi::~ they hare doe at in~e al= eve, s.:. ,ce the begi~nin~. 
The oad ~:: ':- at ttie po.:. .t to go t::. Mari:ou, t to the right and Carn 7 
t:: .... '":e le*t. Tt is ---:rte f 1 h_. a::: . a .... elJ th=y =ome, f·om some h._,ge 
~istanc~s to with::.- f _ J--dc of th ... ir ma i. ft= a ma .... ter of fac .... 
tt--ey h-,e hi ... qi ... _ a unh _.,. 4' wag-ns and 1 is a ... thi- point du.,.in~ 
the pa- ... 4'or .... igh.... I .. 1 - ~d ... ~ 1 .i-c ~e ... he t-a4'~ic as c ::wded 
a 1 _.._ as the Styand i, Londvn stream.:.ng steadily on no matter what 
ha~p ... n::;. A shel! s .... 11~= -~= ,. It i- pulled asid ... and ttie ticle 
~illed up, whilst the •r 4'~·::. gc,es steadily on. A military poli::eman 
sta ds a ... poi .i-s 1 ·~e +~is d if ... he st lli ~ gets eJ bad he diet= 

s .... ops ... he - - ~'- 4' time, bu ... un.i-.:., +h:- happens ~11 gc - - as 
i4' the_ s d -ge nn y_.... i'"'g to _amp '"'e ... If_ d nJ , h-d 
_,- b .... =.,, - s a~- , - d ,...,d ... ::; had a,Y i ~d ,I.ha... Yet_ IIIV e 
ba_J t ~ "r ... s• ard re-eq- ip". A fieY-e st uggle is g-ing _n ~or the 
Pos-... ssi:: of ?...__ .!::lue al Village and Del il!e Wood. B,_.th the Gernans 

c Ysel11es had immense losses in the fighting 4'or this pat. 
a~ ou igJ-,.i- ........... r::-Y._nc .... ha c ~ad a fuyther su==ess - d cap ... ed 3000 
Pi~ eYs, 3 ~ ~, 3n i .... r _ :lleuses and gain ... d m~re ground. I+ '-

~ t ... 1'4 ._ .... ...he Ger ,ans ha ,e n w .... - ge.... h::,ut 1 /'2. i l, : on 11en on ~u 
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bombarrfed Del il'e Wood and Longueval y sterday w·t'i what 
at abo-"" 300 guns o# all sizes. 

25 July 1916. Magn~court. Since my last entry we ha e moved away 
ahead 
Ccp .... e 

q = 

o• 
en 
t_ 

the 
the 
""he 

Bgde. ""o a r rang bill~ts f · ou·· men. W~ all le.,."" Di ve's 
22nd. and wen"" ""o a place called Mouf 1 e':; abc~t 12 o 15 
"'. 'J. 1 Amiens. Th2...-e ._he men e · g f ·: , • a day and 

il 1 .,;~i ~ s her... . Thi:: place is no"" "'"ar Len~. 1Je had qu.:te an 
i ,t_, est i~g d1 _;,. e up he1· e in the ea • I passed thrc,ugh Abbe i 11 e, 
Whe, e I "'"ound the S . " Gen. Hosp. had cc,me about a week pre, iously. I 
CQll-d in to see them, b t could only spa e few mi. utes as I h d to 
get n here be.,.ore ·ght"'"all T thinl they all seem=d pleased"" be i" 
Fra~ce at 1-s"", and ~et"-.;,n~ some eal good or~ t: do. I , ,,~- able 
to i:;i._ "-woo"'" my n who h-d bee ser.:oLsly wounded. One po 1 oung 
#el!c has 1-s"- one o.,. his legs and loo~ed ery seedy. The joining up 
has b en quite delightf 1 through 'ety -.c- country and a g,eat 
cont ast and 'elie"'" after spend.:ng all thdt time in an atmosph~re of 
con~tant bustle, roar of guns, and all the horrible sights and scunds 
o# th2 great ba""tle. 

28 July !916. Fresnico~-t. Vesterda) e moved over to this place 
abo_"- 6 m'les. miles to S.W. Bethun- an~ ~bout 7 mile~ 
f cm "-he Ii.-· Th~:; ing F rbes 1-ft us de orders t~ conduct a 
party ~ · 50 men made~~ from the 3 ambulances, to thr Foret de Nieppe, 
.,.or what p~ pose we do not know, but imagine it is fur fatigue work 
there. The county is quite pretty ju~t a,ound this part. Hilly and 
dotted ith fores"-s. The little village l·es in a hollow behind a 
::teep hill, ,h·ch is :apped bJ· qui""e an exten!::ive "'"orest. We presume 
we a_ t- be -11 we~ t- rest no #or a time, and certainly the t r oopr 
need i.-. Th- 1 ._es"" etur shows that of 3500 of our Brigade that 
actually went into the bat"-le 2900 have been t,illed and wounded. It is 

.therefore bound to take us some considerable time to get up 
rei fo cements and re- rganize and equip. My regret has been that I 
hav e been unable t put down more o"'" what I have seen and head but 
such was t~e p-ess -"'" work during the battle, that this b came 
imp ssible. One hearA inn umerable stovie~ f-om the wounded uf thei r 
particular part in the battle, which would have filled a volume with 
thrilling incidents. The last wounded S.A. I saw told me he took part 
in th~ first attack o Delville Wood at 3 time when his company went 
ight ""h,ough and beyond lt. His leg was shattered and he lay out 

Where he fell for 6 days. JLst afte being wounded he was dressed and 
car ied a short distance by 2 ~gt. SB's. The fire was so heavy that 
one was killed. The other one dragged the wounded man into a shell 
hol~ and went o"'"f "'"or help, but ~ever veturned, probably being killed 
or wounded himself. Such has been the intensity of the bombardment on 
both sides, that the great majority of wounded have resulted from shell 
ounds. The intensity o"'" fi r e too has made it impossible in many cases 

to colle~~ 2unded at all, and they simply had tc be le"'"t to their 
"'"ate. Yeung Si'ls - one oft~~ SB's in my section - wh~ has lost his 
leg a"d is no a"" Abbe· ille, told me that h=, anoth- r b-ar ~i I the Re 
Cook and a soldier, had gone int c Trones Wood to rescue a wounded man. 
As they were retuvning the Germans started a barrage just over the 
region "-her ere :rossing. A shrapnel! shell burst almost on them. It 
killed poor Cook, smashed Sill's le"'"t leg and both arms, and killed the 
~oldier, while as "'"ar as he knew "-he wounded man n the stretcher 
-:eiJed furt~er injury. A lieutenant in the S.A. Sccttish told me 

th t he was gi ren his commission on the eve of the battle and that at 
the end o ~ it, his en+i ~ platoon of 25 men were all killed and 
wounded, hi~ last man being blown to pieces close alongside him. Sgt. 
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as -- ~ ... g d _ fr Walsh to!d me h h Longeu al ith the I s• par•y of 
On h"- . : - , -... ' r s• -•-.:he·-· s• et::he •h y ..... - J: ~ man 

Wh- .,ad b-- A - -' in the head, - A h they - ld n • a 1 - wal 1 a-
he ::;e-neA •o -'a:;: _, " h '=' - shell b st ::1::::- •- •h- 1..1 ~ i ,g •he al 1 

- , .._ • :~ c, ..;IJ -'ing _ :: .. e Them~ i....., th- "lead in.; .1 

- ame to -ar•h some .! is• ,ce o# # nd :mmediatel, a..:ed - # f • wa, d th ... 
G .... mar Ii .... s, .._ .., -J • ' - er, one o# h .:,m --Ila .::.d him 1:: , 
and c.,, ag -1 • s ... -ur... h.i. d gu:d... hi b 1• the p -p ... 
d:-e_•:~ Th- _ • e o# ::u bea .., tJ • •he ::fficer::; 
A n - ds who 1:~ -• -, • .._ • ary w -~ - e-, and• a• s-
'ew ... e in.; ·ed (37 -• o' 110' •s ! •h· , -'e1 •he-::. -ulT t ce::; 
'i it a· _11 ...., s M-J-~ P_ e •-Id e •h-+ __ sion he wa-
bandagin'=' a ·~ h-ad, he, a f.~gment # she 1 1 ..--s-ed ' eL en them 
c r yi ,g away h ... 1# •he mar'- he-d. Sh:: •1y -zte an t~e· •ragment 
:: ept a ay hiz gas masJ. "T wer .,at•er .. ) wh.i.:::h Wco- hu :::, : #r _ • # im 
' - h::.:: ~e::t. ra..,•-:- L:h5_ ~~· a b .... 1Ie• th· gh t~e: sid= # ~i
th·g~, ~hi 1 = •1..e -i-'-d h::_s -a· T __ e - - -f the p.::p ... - • d~.1 
~ y::; •1..a• - h • 5,nno,nno ::;hel 1 h C b--- ~::. -d •hi:: •at~le by :::u 
9w s Ion ... , wnd I ..... :. 1 •h· ~ is :: ~xagge •ion. ~-r mi! s het inJ OU 

!: es the,e w~e h- t-: - .i.thin st es th. z -ne oth-. s_,.. .::# 
t~-= .._ ge ~-= : •ze _ e""e run up t~e . .:;i I ay ar,d -pe •ed #1 ..... m th 
•ermi ...... s, about 3 il ... s beh.i. ,d _._. Ii e • .... e _-ta t .:;,id ' ... urse 
~ ... bl... •1..at as -· 1 : --'· _e~ I 4-he c of L1..:::.-:: b.;~ ~ :• a 
9 it ... ea J • _ wa•:::~ •h .., Je •:,_ ~-r !::: g aJ on ·•::; - se Tt i-
af•er ::on I ha•- 2en o • 1:s• ~ 'zi ... s, ki!!ed, ded and 
:ssin~. T+ •=·~1 s 9A, b ... siAcs ..... i ...... •he • th _e 0•1i ... 

Wh received :;light unds for which they d.i.d not 'all out. The lis• 
.._,f mer .i.s t Jet ._. ... it ... .::omple•.... r saw Col. T'-;.:::: 1- ..... r...,J of t~ ... 3rd. 
Rgt. He was ordered •o a•t ... _i and h~!d p- • -' D2l i!le Wood at 11 
-~st:; This he d"d and held his p -t ' ,ee~. At the end -f •his 
•; e .._e had !::s• 11 h" of#i::--s - ~ h A =~I, 1!0 men 1 -ft f 'ii~ 

,.,,_ 1 _ bat-I!: '' ..... L: -::._!' hit 6 time_ by spc t # a~nn:~n+-:; # 
Shell which did n t:: se ~d~. ·- s .i.d t~e German sni.,er- wee mos+ 
-- ~g u~ and ::lee i, •he od. 0 t. - P- we,e .e~e able t~ get 
• :d _f them. On ... sr .i.per that was spotted and shot bJ ~ .... of hi men 
was dre::sed •. a di""~y to ..,ai c# t, cuse1 -, b own sweater ::,. hi::h 
,.,,e ~ ~ faste~ed !ea es -• ~d; ter - 1 s. Hi:; #a=e a~d .ad-~ A 1~ e 
~: •-' o +h n.:sg~ised in this ay these ~ellows st-~d r 1-J 
..-ei # _•1.>' m::,•i=,"" 1 s, i•"' thci if, :med down _pe : l.::J in •h 
-:d and as s-on as Y- e c ossed t~ei p-•h theJ #::.,ed. Th c.: were 

twc, snipers who continued 1.:•-e th:s for the wh •. !e time with ,::: ... t being 
di~=o e,ed, and ~o -c=oun•_d for n~arlJ 100 me. Th- -cud.; ,e·e 
honey-combed with =!ever!y hidden dug~uts in which we·e con=ealed 
ma~t s and .: some cases e en guns. Th men ~h- wer .... wo ded: these 
ad an=~d ~-si•i: .s ,e e :- a ~ry p'eca ious way, be= use#; =• # 11 
l 
.• m_.:::n• co eying t....... through the - ea ::: f i..,: ,g for perhaps a mi 1 e 

- e. Tten •hough a z e o# n ... ar!J 5 mi!.__~# shell ~i - be#or~ 
Sa#""•J Id he e~=ht:d. When the shelling becam._ i-•c.: .. se, th . ._m al 
~ unded be::ame a a-1:t- # imposs:bi! .i.ty. Du i g tt is time nore 

we ~d-d ac:::um ..... 1-t ... d, t~ • h._ lull d:d CJm-, •1..e~e ....... 'a ~r
.h~· •1..~ c+ ~t::h_ ~e- _ = _c IA --~e ith, •han •1..e #"gh•.: g mer 
c:- ..... l-' -~ c t- de-1 ith Th- -::su"!. i= •h.:;• = nded t-ad t',,d • be 
!e~t ~hol ..... sal • ..,. h~ .... •h_J z._1 1 • T~e g e - + ange # ~h- g s nj 
•he fea•ful ~owe ~ odern e~pl si~es, is mak:ng the q esti-n of 
deal: g :th ~he _urded mo - and ore diffic ~ - , ~~ th~t a fa e ~s 
bee ~ ,: ng more and mo,e Ciue! as time g _es on. e wonders that whole 

~iments do not panic when they are asked to go into an inferno, the 
' 11 mean i ~ -· ~ ,h ich th-J Tt e 1 '"'IC 1 ed~e th • +',e -,und-

~l i =t--' b/ bursti g she 1 - i# ~ imm-di lely fa~al a et o 'ea 'u' 



+ 
C:, l .1 ~h..., t ! 1ar • + _ p.: _ t + =, - t 
As T e hea d many a s ldie,· sa)i "Thi- _ r. t fighti,,g, 

• J der" a man's streng+h __ J :11 :_ g :ng t 
~ a=ti: ll.1 o+hi'"'g in +he 4 ~e ~ ! a ~e 1 uge - 4 

c ~e - .. -e. 

?-::) T 1 191t:'. I:"" - s - :=- + ' - + . t + h -.... h 
.I ... - ::, e a crJ ... e1 J 

b., h ~ .... en+ a; : +he s +h, so th - e id +1 5+ il 1 h vd t- :+ 
<=J .... -J .. " 

n +he S:::mme The ' + + ays here ~a e been gl - ar·.d =ally th - .. -· -4. + +hat =ould be l!ed 4 all We ~11 el 1 i 19 i it, .. .: summery • a ... e 
and .. +he pc..caCc: 4 +t-is sp ._,+. 

August 1916. C"' i .: - t. The we.:;.t,-._ still -=ntinues 4 in ... but 
: -li ~d +c be ,~ !+ ·- -s+ '::i ::1 ~ .-, ... _.,rt +he 

f"\dents i+i '=# J the, o ~ h +he me :11 bc:-r p 
+f->~ he t' !f +heJ had -lept + ·+h n~ '"'lante+ or g e-' 

~e ni~:-•_. ,~ + + ,,, 4 h--+, s :,tt<ng but mc,s+ 
-

1 come. On +he Ot.., 
Munro_, the Com 

B,.. :gad_ a:; i spc:-ted bJ Ger,eral s: C 
!_+. Arm)+- whi-h e now belo, g. He 

,j se- i.a;d st si c: = • th ... h :gh =ompl ime t:; h ... 
_11 they h- •e dee b_+h h._ 4 0 e =-~ a+ +he bat+le 

... .., l~e er .1 _ 1 ea· 1 J 

~ ·d +o the SA'=· ~ 
0 4 the Somme 

Note on the rescue a nd evacuation of wounded at the Somme 
To understand that the difficulties of collecting wounde~ in such~ 
battle as that in which we ha,e ,ecently taken pa+, it is n ... =essarJ in 
the 4 i·st place to .~ali=e some - 4 the =onditions. The ~ang _ _ : oder, 
guns i= so g·eat an~ +hei = rt 1 so -=u =te, +ha+ the dc:p+h ..., 4 ea 
-ccup:ed i- erJ e~+ensi e. Tte obJe=ts ~ 4 the fire are t~ check the 
ad, -c_ o& +he e ~, +_ ~ - -d hi-+- pi-~e= h ... he~ 1+s, top t ~ ... 
sc eens er ba -9-S 4 fi·e ~-'"'ind to p e + =i ~~ -- - t::; ad 
~uppli-s = i ·~ up to shell all ~aths c 4 app oach 4 many miles t the 
ea. In addit:-- +~ th:~ the shelling of spe=i-1 p-ints e y 4

~· .. 

ea ,-. ich ha c been a t .::d do n by a1a., - Plan ... =, is de. wh ... n th-
c ndi+i~ s e 4 _ _ ,e. The Gem s ::;hel 1 ed ne ~ ~ pot~ 
almost !6 miles beh: d +• _ 1 i e i +his way. At the Scmme during th
ba4+1e tt)e =.t--e 1 li-g -s ., e o less int~ se all ovet +he g oun~ f_ 
ab::r t ~ t_ 5 :i=s h_hi d +h ... f _ ,t 1 in .... Be, r~ thi- it wa =~nfine~ 

os+I.1 +o rwads up +o 5 7 miles back. ~ .... om this it follows th-t a 
wound_d man is not enti ely wu+ o 4 danger until he: has been b _ught 
ba::'. ab=.t..t 8 miles er me e. As one attack was being =a, r ied ::rut in 
~ eat con=entration so that d· isions were being used -1mos+ s 
~vigades ~-.:. been used bef ~re, +'"'e edica1 service was adapted to mee+ 
~h::: cc=-s;on bJ ~en+ li-:ng i+ an~ a~• ing 4 0Y our -.m~ Corps. as 
whole, inste-d 4 Di isi r allJ - .... hElretofore. T_ this d al! th'"" 
F"ield Amb_.lances i the C::: ..,:; <! +'"'ink there were 9) were poc,led. The 
bea e . di .. s1on- in each --s~ -Ye ent +_ thei, vcgime,t= and m- ed 
ith +he~. The T~ t n: :si ons we - g, ouped intv: 

1 A Ma· Dressi g St tion 4 o se i~ = wound ... cnly. 
• Dres~~ J s+ - 4 lt i g d d =. lJ. ? -· 
~ ~ r- ~ e s+ ~~ 6 i- 4 - sicl 

1. +he Ma: D· e .... sing Sta+i the tent di i-i~n- o 4 +he Ambulances 
'- ~se '9 · igades e e g ~ g i to a_•:c I:' e n _·,ed _,.... The: e .:. e 4

• m 
• 6 f 6 hese as - 1 Tte -ssential a angement - 4 the tentage at 
this pl -L was i blo~k-. Each block ~onsisted of four marquees linked 
together er d to end. The car J : __ i #~. -~ the patient~ into the firs+ 
+ ~ Lntil •t--eJ ere 4 illed eg. 2r ~~ · e 3rd. tent as the oper~ting 

nd dressing r- "'-en &i ish:::~ th::: patient was .,a=="" ' -=- ~ t rest • 
+he ~ourth ten+ +:1 +he ~+- c 'CJ ri,ed. Th~r- -·- 6 bl ck a= 
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abc,e, and ea:::h cold deal deliberately with from 40 •c 50 pa•ients in 
each 8 hou,s. Th ~1ock- __ 1-t•-,-d Ator. ~ opened #i =~ ard 

~ 1 1 B, -,d ___ n unt.:l ~J •h ·~ ~ ~ w-= #.:.!led ~ A • d 1 t_ 
go ~gai S-meti - -s - ,lJ 3 ~1 c~s wort i gin t~is wa) _:uld ~eep 
p-~e, -• •h--= -! 1 bloct= #_11 s_ •-gether. I _n -• 
d=-:::·:~· g' •~c ~e+~~l • p =s--• 
2. T~e 1 1 i .g _ ~ed Dr~-~i ~ s• -•i was -un b 1 M.0' detached f m 
c- ' , ~ c:: ..-..-!ie~ .:th ..; ::s i ·1:#= -~~ s,. lters fo th me • 
3. T1-~ Res• St t=- k~d by t~e tent di• i::;ion. oft_ ~.A'- a ,d 
de-1• .:•~ l0-• t00 $i:::~ per da) du-i, ~ this battle. 
~h ~ ~-$• =•h-~ # ~.:c-ting th - k - -ach -# •hese lin-s ~f 

a ~•ic f, 1:::k = d wounded .:.s ~ f 11- the :::ou set ken h~ a 
..- • · • ~ -d d -• •he p · t .Jf b t ... , e • -d.:. t~l 1 fell i ... 
on<; oth :::1-::;- '1' a =•·e•:::h ::: ::;c _e1 i;:,-..,s1 1 ::..ahl-d '2) 
~ali_~ and t~- _f _ _ • a meas- ~ ble t_ 1- - ' a#ter himself '1) 
rema.:. -~ " h- eh- til ·~e 1 i - =~b .:.d ~ ~w# 1

;:::.:- •11 f the Re~. 
SB•- t c~ . ~ #_, hi, d not inf,~~uen•1 1 this wQ~ .:mpos~ible for da~s 
·=~-·her. The Reg. S 0 '= • l h. ·- ·~e R-~· ~.n., wh-re ha ~a-
· ---=e~ ad ~ - p• _ ... shel•er # - #i & -s fa as::::·: -•a · ces -uld 

P-· i• Fr- •his p-i • the ambula ce SB's Join-d a :h-· c' Stret:::her 
~- •• hJ ohi:::h the pa•ien• -::; :::av- ied -· er •he e,,•:: · ·-· 4 miles, 
t~e 1-::;t pat # t~is s•ag_ being d e by hose dra a hul~ ce ~~= s 
if •he at-,_ '" •he "te rai-" llowe~ and sometimes i~ the lighte· 
t,~ of =tor amb lan-e. This broug~t the ~atient to ~he endezvous 
for t~e ambulan:::e ctov-s which ::on eyed them to the main Dressing 
St-•i whi:::h as; •h;s _as- -h::: • 8 iles or o = beh·-d t~e fi i~g 
1 .: e. Al: g •he :::hai fr •~c fi i~g lin to •he -en~ez ous fer tt-

t _ ~u,an::: - =, est =·~ ... io~s ,e #ormed a• ::on enie~t di •an:::eJ, 
~here ~he pa•ients wev-e rested and dressings adjusted and food g.:·en. 
On ar .. al at M-i- D.S. ~~+ie ts e given soup, ho• dr.:nks and food 
i '" _ ':- l _ t c t ~ 1 ~ = • Th ::;e wh _ er_ un I it to t e l # u. her e • e L ep t 
at es• un•i 1 abl • d - s-, or i'" m · .:.bourd ot o c~ a 1 '-the. 
Be• -en the M.n Q. - ~ •he C.C.S. a:::- 0 1 -# sn mot aahulan:es filed 
i :::essan•!, hJ hi_h s as 1an, a::; 3000 ..- •ien•~ ere •a~- - ~, i 
2~ ho ·s. At ·h- M ~.S. ~11 pati-nts were re-d essed, i e~itabl_ 
amputat~~rs Jere d _ e an~ - •e ies tied. 2. Aw lking - _e -lked 
d~ - with ·~e st etc~e cases until they rea:::hed them tor amb lance 
rendez -u~, where t -Y -~ther walked to the D.S. for wal~ing unded o 
•ra elled : empt 1 etu, - i g 1 es. A• the main D.S. ad wal 1 i ~ 
~ounded '"' S. all patients we e gi ·en a p ophyl.:.:::tic dose of 
an•i-tet -i: s rum. Here ~lso ~ c- -~ul re:cr~ -# -1 1 pa,ti:ulars wa_ 
kep• and e-ch an g; en a F.:.-ld Medical Card tied to his tunic in -
Wate prccf enve!vpe and gi ing full detail- o# -11 th.:.t had been dc,n ... 
'"-· him. On·~- -le ·h~ -=he e wo, ked well and smoothly and I n-v-
saw an) of t~e a ~ul congestion~ eviously desc ibed as ha ing taken 
Pl :e : othe big hat•les. !n # • -~c= a ~ l #• •he Reg. Aid P--t 
r ided he d-~ n-• get h:+ again (wh·c~ :~ :c-·se no• inf equentl 1 

happened' he •as ~asscd d qui~e steadil/ and # st a was 
,d i~ab 1 - I# ~t - ~ J ~~i • •he v- -Y M.Q th gt• i• ~~ i~ ~le 
he :::ould ~e kept • rest f _ , a few hours or a wh le day. 3. Si 1 men 
~~llowed e~ther -oute - c~ dig to the •u,- # the.: illn-ss, - d if 
not acutely ill e e sen• t_ the Rest StQ•io i -tead of t~e C.C.S 
Here :~ a~ing sa•i::;~ :::t~ 1 prog·ess .f.hey were ~ep• 5 to 6 days, and 
ret , ed _. the· egi en•-· T'" gett.:ng _ ... se - 1 ooJ i g like h_.:_-g 
ill f- c e than~ days they were pass~ ou• at once t- the C.C.S. and 
so awa) •o •he b se. 

8 Augu~t 
Ser i1.a~ ·~c e 

Fr-snic 
I had di 

t. 
i•h 

La-t ever,ing I 
L~. C-1. Wa• ~o. 

ode over to Grande St. 
~AMC, wh i~ .:,_ 0 1 
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..:Mh , ... T .e• L"" l'"'hil~ 

,...e · -d. 
ea:::h had d-

•Je _ -11 Camb :d~- and - - . 
1 , 1 ~ i • ,.. q .:. • i • es• i g 

he in::, ~. -· .,~ en 
on::- a _.._...__ .; "°h- : f ""- al. Tt ~ 

bea .... .; ~ , c! i~~· d so a.c-te ~ s~ o.c- op 1 ar :: began 
•c, ::- ~ ... ,-. ... r- _ an l :n s. t.Je sa ::o ,aa '"'uge flare:; in the 

• whict we •_.._.f "" ~~ • ,_end.:.arJ b _mb~ hi.:' the; h .. ,d dr-·pped • 
.... .:: e _aw ""he .:.· '='' !- de bJ ~lar es =- ....... ., drew ea horn= 

"-h- --s eri =- o _s .c- t1-..e ae• =~· - w. Du i y thi::; pass ge o,e-
Aer 1an 1 ine ... he hur-• • - g r-h a~ - el ! p=ar=d as sh ·... ... 1

. :: -- ... 

,;'='t-• J h.;,gt, ....... B.,~-., •1-..e::;e ' s !o._t, 1:t,e h !1- ·:: f -- "" 1 

nri h - g .. t h- :; • .c- ~ ! 

9 =- -t 1916. , ... _o · t Orde s ha e .:w - t d., ... m a mo . e. Ou 
--- ·s • ... t 4' t1-.. ... li - e in ..... _ M ""s• Sl ... ., se:::"":::,., 

hi .. f-- li=s bel:::: ....... 4':- ous V!,· y 0 :dg _ . "i,·,.,. Ridge :s a ... r.,. 
;mp_. ""ant po.; ... • ::"" ... ~eti:::al!., i"" -t • ._.-" __ ""he ,:o t . ., ... _ mar., 
!le:: ...__.._..._.; 4' _ • ~ d e -.c- it. !"" s::: ,... ... _j by "-he Fr1.. c at 

.:ost -.c- s= e""hi ~ like 55,000 -asualtie::; Last Ma} I thi k i"" w-s 
"-t- Ger nan-- t -·' ~ ... ., -ur.., :se w1-..i!st the p:;sition s L1.. • ~ f - d ~ 
- e .c-·om e Di ... s c •- no•1-..e d -aptu'ed .:.t i"-1-...: pa a""· el., 
s. all loss • ....... ems-1 es. T~e Ge man:: ha·e shown themsel -
... articularly .1- n obtaining i,4'orma""ion of th se eliefs and 
""-t·-g f .... 11 ~,~. t-ge -.c- ..... _,. ~ile e = _ p • s_e t h~ e 1 en"" 
""'"'em ~er~ ::s·s•a-:::e b.,- our h gli ~ ~., of ding thi-~~ A• any a""e 
on ""hi5 o:::::: ::!on ,t :os• e., ~ear, anA •ural 1 y s"" ...__ 
t'"' = ghl.,- disg~::;""e~ t...__ Fr-nch who had =a:: .:..c-:.:::ed s~ :::h to win i'. 
T1-..i_ morni,g t~e C_!. - d I ent o,L to looJ ~t - 1~ ~uar•e s. We 
Qre tal.:.ng _ e., i~ ~ .... 1 ::: L Es• ee-Cau:::hie, -~i h ill be ou 
DY~ss! g Stati.:.n and an _ther .... 1--- t ~ .:_urt hi:::h a~ ""v ·un s 
Di is•o.-. ! D~~· s•-··-
15 A gust ! 915 Es"" e ... -C- ::: i.... t.•e mo e~ :::; 1-..e e ., es"" ... rday. I• ::; 

lJ b.:.u• ! ~ '"' i!-s 4' F --· 1- ..J • Thi:: i~ - e :::, .c- the plac ... :: 
""h"" had pte i= sl., h s d b., ""he Fren:::h ... _. 1-.. sp:tal p ... cses and 

s ver}I ,e-t ar d i::: • I"" i:: ~ea cely ones !Jea of tf--_ abode ~ 
'i.:ld ambul .... ,ce. TJ e , e a""e 3 :::ommod:.ous h~ts for ard::; i' t, uod ar,d 
--,..ha!.t floors. Th- gr-·unds are qui""e neatl.,- laid ou-1; in lawns and 
.c-1- e hed-, an~ s ge - !urns and s e_ ... peas ar... .c- 11 ~1~ -- .... all 
1

0 t-::: ery b ·'=' , +- ~ .... ~ i:-. " ., di ...... eren"' .c- - mes ... 4' "'h- ..,. 1 ::e -
h- e been i bef-· .... A== - 1 ~ Aa,- -'=' +he v· g pas~-d th·ough 
to tou· through the li1es. ~te was ac:::c,mpan.:.ed by the Pr:.n:::e o ... Wale;; 
~ d Ger- al Hai~. 

18 Auy~st !916. Est ee-Cauchie. We are settling down i ou, new 
sur cundings and ! ik.:. ou presert ea. ... .., .:.mmensel.,. This ::amp !s quite 
one ~ ... ""he sho pl-ces alon~ the l!ne and we are t·.,ing t= impro,e i-" 
even o-- Pe..-haps ""he . ,~ thi1g ag ins"" i"" is th • as - un·• we a~e 

athe~ s=attered. T h- e s ... en e·y little of"" e - , ~~. d as T 

h- e b ... .:. ~ y b-=J -· :::e ~ i i ~ d s ... dig o-"" .c- my spa -
time i1 r·•: g ep + ur d ings, wh~ t th_ Co! hop~s + _ get 
-ens_ ed 1 0 the~ A. P,ess, s ""ha+ al! the good ..,.e-pl ... who h e given 
~o heip u~, ill ha e so e id ~ o~ what we are d - i~g. 

.c- _110 ir~ 
<- - has 

acco 
been 

.c-.c- ::::ers and men. 

t o.c- ... he 
:::ompl !ed 

ork f t~e S.A.~.A. dur.:.ng the battle o.c
...... om th.:. - ~:::ou~•s and n=~es o.c- ari~ s 

I --Yd- • - understand wh • t~e wor 1 =' ~ F!eld Ambu1 a _e wa::: in~ 
S - .c. i + : :; ._ e:: - , t:: ,e - • _ugt .; d a 1 

a~ a ske""ch of t'.e p! .... pon 'i_h the med.:.::: 1 
h ttl - -~ 
it_ -wmt-'--i"° i- a::. e ,, 

... A 
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-- i-- := ba~ed I ~ r;. ld ~mbul - th-,e ~ - 9 MO'~, 1 SM d !82 
o~ Be=ides •his •he_ :s •• =~-d ·~ i• --c•i~ ~ A.S.C. h- -
d·•ies are ·•h •he +ran-~c •. I ~h;:; s--• · •h~ c e b _ • eo -= 
~- ha charge -~ ~" h 1 an=e Wag~ - and~ Met - Amb 1 n : ~ the 

::::; e.,- .__ ¥ =i:t- - rf - ...,.de"'. T ..... ...1rf::.t::. .... .,_ a""~ 7 G.8. ''ag._, , -~" 
!i he ag- s a-" ~ • ::: •- ~ • • - .1 ::._ ::;f .::q :..,,en• d 

st es, The: rfut., f su::~ - rield " '". i= • -11. ... ::t the s;ck and 
Wcunded -f a Bvi~ de. I _:eh Di i~ion th- - are 3 Bri~ad~s an~ 3 
Amb l nc2:;. ~J.,en Di i-1- goes i-t ac~ ·.., •t - A.D.M.S. " 
Di :s:=- gi -s -·d- ~ • •h d·~.., - =i•i o~ •h .. amb 1 - -es :n - an e 
best s :•ed • e~t •h- ::-se. I c •r "· ~ C .. ..,=. th - e 3 
Di .. _; ___ - r4 c - s- .. _ •1., 9 S::-iel"" Amb 1 n:: ... - Tt- a••-' a.: ~-i-l=I to 
be .. s ... :: __ --= • •.:_ •~ • .. -:·rd-· •- p e en• ...., e lap..,i 'l=I ;:! _ cid 
congesti~n l ., - , e rld. Amb. because ;.t hap..,ened t_ ~~ • ~ pcint 
~ere =-=- 1•· s. .., .... •;.cu1 ly h .,, c ... .., eh_ -ive..:. heme fo 

th_ dis.., _~:••-" c~ th- ambul --- wa- - r~erf u~ b., •h- n.D.M e ~ ouv 
Cps. as le: --•er! ,_ irig - - o··isi • ... .;•- n 
a gement= ~ th- -e _·_e ~ ou ded. T- •his e~d •he Beaver 
n1 :_;=~ == -:=•: l:I ~ ••o d 4

• 5 ~~:- s :; di-• ib t d to 
ea::h Br:~ de. Th T- • n: i-: - - •hen~ o-~-d 
1. Main Dress: 1g St •i ... n (M.D.S.' -· o· e's Cops 
2. Wal';. g •J nr4~d Dressi g s• ... •ior ''J.' 1.D.S.) 
Bra) 
~- Cor~=· Rest S•a•i £C. 0 .~.' • C h: 

..,_;. t not fa f om 

Th -ange o~ ode g - i- too g ea~ and the P- er vf •he _Aplasi es 
-s~~ .~ th_ hells= - hi~h that -"ed mar -- scar::ely ~- -ega d=d 
t he • sa~ •., - •:, e '"as bee -e red~._ B - 1n miles beh: d •he 
bat•1e ~·ont. I •hi= ~arti- 1~ bat•1~ th-, umber of guns ... sed on 
bot• - ides a:: ~ ea"' tha"- a bL-1 t -· f 4 - 5 miles in dept,-.. -s 
Conti u-usly under v ~ or 1 -ss :n•en shel! f:,e. Beyond th:= ad 
~~ •o a dis~arce ~ 0 il~- ~v ~·=n~ line, , ~ad- and =•he
imp-r•ant points we_ s~stemati=ally =helled !f the'- egoi l=I remarks 
a~- 1:-c ne i i-d ·t :1 1 ale ::lea f-he e ~it., f_ ... •he g e-t 
dis•a ~e behi-" •he ~: g 1: • wh: h +h MDS h d t _ b- ..,1 __ rf. 
Thu"" 
1. ~DS 9 miles~ _m original frort. Here all the seriou-1., wounded 
"'1e -- brc gh•. 
2. 'JWDS was _t ~i ~· 4 :les behind -ur -• iginal fro t and #terwards 

oved up as the battle progressed. 
3. CRS 14 ·les behi d. He·e -t-he si=' o~ •he C-r~s. and those whc, 

=-e wo ~ - • i- •he: h~••1e ere b cught d8wn •- est -•i 1 •hey e e 
~:· ~c -~ ~-n ~o ~he: a~: ~n~- :~ not impr .! ~ b~ ~~~~~a ~cs. 
T_ under:;tand the use cf the a io~~ links in the ch-;n of e acua•ion 
the eas!et p! 4- to #-llc what ~appened to a ma ounded in the 
fr=nt line. When unded a man b ..... com .... - immediat .... l., eP er a walkir,g = 
stretcher =ase. In either case he i in the firs• in~tance ttended by 
=re of the ~eg. s~ et::her Bea - s, who appl:e- ~is• fiel~ dressing 
a r4 dra~- th d~"' und- •h_ bes• 3 -il - ~le:: ,er The Reg. 
SB's ·~ - i~ ~ ss:~1- --, ., h. ha-' t- •he Reg. A:rl 0 os• fDAP) wh:-~ 
ma) be anythi g ~r ~e ·cd y ds t~ hal# - i~e r mo ~ b-hind 
the ~ o • l!~e. u_ e the Reg. MO h = e~tabl;sh-d himself in~ =ella, 
d~g- t • en:~ d re-dresses th~ case if \e~essar.,. Keepi g hi 
to~-~her !th vth~ -Q~~- .h have a -ri ed in the same way, for 
sub=e, c~ emo :1 hy • -- r • • ~n•s Thi= sp-• ~= ::alled the Reg Aid 
Po=• or o~~ s::-r the n the wounded m-~ is borne by the S::-A SB's 
tv ds the ~- Owilg, as~ s al e ... dy b .. - pointed c~t, •= the g ~at 
r 9- -~ modern guns, the d:stan e •o b cov~ ed in •his ay may be 

y :on id~ abl-, _ ;•h! g ~ ~ mil~ ~= 3 o 4 The J ur ey :s 
t~-· -~- - ... r-'·- i •o , en;.ent stages. A dt g =~t, c .... 11 or th_ 
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~L~,•-r -d r-sf•f- g ~ ... l e:::•e • 

~ '"' "" -
s •h es•: ~ 

,-. ~ ... d b-· 

1 
r A~ 

h 1 J.;## • eer 
du':I ~~·s, •he Jisi _ be: g rr •: e~ ~-- - J·,~ • •he • 1 

•Le ::, ~ d, e•h_ # - •h- poi t 8-# •ie # -·b:;• :::les t h g-,.. a , 
# eed -•h-r :-~ # ... i'e. Th.:.= #i !l.,. !=- ded •hep •1_ t • 

·~ Ad an= _d DS, Li-L mad L t- minal link i •his pa .. _# the 
-t,ain. Whe'e r:r .:essar., MO•s e e :.•~tioned -t tLe d-g-:: t:;; long 
•Le :::h-i, •- s~r- :s_ +.Le SB's ~ -••enJ • ••u-- r •:. n•= equ; g 

e J 2ssi ~ ii:::-1 aid i -•L =/s T- ••- AD~ -- e •he motor 
~mb l .: - T som= c -- :• a fond p a:::t·~ 1 • g-• L 1 -n-~ 

a';;J -r -tL up •he !.; e and so save a :::e t~in a 7 _ r• ~f :::arr.,.i~g. 
But it was seld:: fo-n~ possible t- red :::e the distance - patient h-d 
tc b- =- .:.ed • ·- 3 ~1--. ~- m ~he ~os the r-tien• ~-s ~=nveyed 
Jo.,. -t • _ •he MDS. F"r -·m tLe MDS - _, ;;;.,. f SO t mb-1 an_e ran 
:::- :;• -• 1 _, bet~ ·• ~ • CCS Th_ -!J: ';;J d-d #• L2f Q 

~. ~s-J ~ _ J; e:::• ~ 1 ~ ·~ ,.L ; _ --re -- •.:.- •:, •hey re -~ed 
•Le 'JWDS '"' c: •h_y e1 e ..,1 :: _rt - 1 ·ez # : e.,.ance t- th._ rcs. 
Tt .:.11 b- see ~... •'-;e # -':I ':I •L-• •L ~, • "' b 1 .=es es•s 
~'-;- esp ~sibi!~•., # get•i ':I w d-d # =m •he battl f, • t- the MDS 
~h~ch i= si•ua•2d i place # safety. 

18 June !916. Corbie. In ac_- d- :::- i•h t~e ab- ~ s_heme •he Ten• 
"i :.:; _ ,..# ou· - ' 1 an:::- a:; •-1~ -.## · ::: J •:.-·- w·•t ... e Ten• 
Di :sion ---f •t-.e 27+-h. ~A •= -r - - CRS • CorLie. The Ch t.2- r.:_, bie 

as allotted -fo• •L:s r r ~- TL ~~•L :::up • t~e C~at ... ~-, wh:1s• 
e ere gi ,en +he 1 :.•::Le g d= Th.:._ s one f t~ose -ld F" en-h 

ga dens surr= ded L., high br:ci -11- nd laid -U~ in -::tang !ar beds 
#~ ._ge~abl-s, go~seberry anJ - an• b ~hes, ith ·o s ~f f-ui• •, es 
al g ·~- L ·de-~ _f ·h- .., •h- The garden ppea e~ + - L e been 

e~1_,..•ed ~in:- •Le -o en-e = • # •he -~d was _;s~ deep i ':l~-

a-~ d - i •'-;. Th ... fi :;t L ~ine:s s + ::lea _ ay 11 the 
,Jergowth ard prep-'e •he g - d #::, ·h~ t2.t:; an~ ~helt-r~ 

: •erd-d t er2c• A• •LL J ... J .,s h r~ , t b~ 11 h d- w_ h J 

P - ided shel -r #o about 300 patients and began "taii~g.:. ". "'11 
this time the to, , ::::- d al 1 the ruads leadi g up t the f, c,r t p es-nt ... d 
a scene _f the greatest a:::ti .:.ty. A ~v,stant :t.eam _f t·=ops, gun~, 
1 - .;=s • --- -:a s =-~~ ,er.,· f-~ o# •-- sp:: • p ssed st~~dil., #.-. -,,-d 
~a} - ~ nigh•. 

30 T -e !916. C bie " •h_ 2n• . C~rt n.,~, 1 NCO and 7 - • w= e 
=rdered to eport "~ dut., •o "' • 45 CCS. On th 2"'•h. Maj ~ · Pr ingl~ 
and 78 bearers mo ed tv Bo~- C-1 -ti _ where the} met Capt. F"orbe~ an~ 
•h- yest of the Le~r-·=, ~- L-d b-en detached during the _ e ~ 1 the 
Br:g de •-•Lisa ea. On the 28t~. ou 7 motor ambulances wee sent t
Di re's C=pse MOS wh- e •he met s f,om the =the, F"A's ~ere to f 
co~ =Y ~ •he . ~ ::· -1 o# ~nded f om immedi ~el., L- ird the#: i g 
lie •o ~h- MOS On tL- 2S+h. •h _ ':I~• ~-mb~ rim~• # •he G-rma 
p--i•ione 
9-ns # 

l.et. .:., d _ur 

hegan This a=:::- t· e~ d-, - d ;gh• f h ndreds o# ou 
ll si:e- =- ~ce-led :n gunpit~ and w~ods •- dep•h f 4 miles 
#,._.,,t !:!. _ +. en-h._s 

1 July ·~~6. During the night vf --~e 30tL. Maj.Pi gle ma -hed fom 
•he B - is Celes•i c to Gro,-•- n - wad a:; s:mp!., a :::r~-s = t ~ 

tra:::t wit~ an., b-d p - •:::he:; of ud hole:; nd s a~· 1• ~ #~
ne:::essar., 
-amped i , 
1:· .. = t._. !;'-' 

•o det~:::h parties t~ assist •h- ~ anspor+. That night the., 
a :::orn~ir:ld and got their fi =t impressions o# what it wa

-lose t •he gurs dur;.,g tLe b:g b.., b d .1ent. 

3 July 191E. Corbie. Or tLe m ,, ing -f J 1., L~t. ops deli rered 
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f~ st ~a e f a•tack capt r'ng 11 •he ~- man positi-ns •o 

and th uts~iv+s of Be-na*=J w_od and C •-·pi 1 lar Wo~d. On 
-fternoon of S-~da) July 2n...t. Capt. La ;e ith a section ¥ th

be~rers en• ¥-r, ·A •o assist in clea-i g the =ap•ured • t nches o # 
wo nded. This .... ar+., a ·i ing -t Bill-· Wood dc-posi•ed thei· 
equipment and proceeded by road to ~arno, and Montauban. Here the., 
assist~d in cleari~g the ounded # Caterp:!l~r Wood. The shell f~re 
was very heavy and though 2 RAMC were killed o~· pat., et~ ned 
intac•. I- the meantime Majo· Pvi gle with •he e :nde. 0¥ the beare~ 
nivision moved up d~ cover 0¥ d~ t ess t Trigger Valley, whe e the 
S."-. B1ig--de w s -amped. This ·-lle7 was sur· unde...t by batte'ies f 
British and French ~ s of hea y calibre -d the o~=e w = b-J ond 
descripti o . 

4 July 19!6. Corbi-. On Mcnda) JulJ 3rd. Cap•. Welsh and bearer 
sec+i - as sent ~or ard •o assi=t :n ~lea ing captured positions. 
Thei, consisted i~ c 1 earing the +re che_ + +he Bri~ _te-ie SE ¥ 

Montauban. ~ oth- pat., u der Capt. ~orbes proceeded to Cambridge 
Copse f~r +h~ .... pose 0¥ a' i n g a pathway~ alki g woun ~ed. 

S JulJ 191e . Co·~ie. On •he ight f Jul., 4•h. •h- whole Bear er 
Divi=ion marched •o Marico + and were bi!leted i, mo e or less shel! 
shatte ed houses. Ttis was an exceedingly t•.,ing mar-h. The road was 
pac~ed with + a¥fic gwing both ais and it was only with great 
di¥¥iculty that the 'ee!ed stretchers could be got thro~g~. Added •o 
this •he r_ce t va:~ d the hay traffic had made •he mud ery bad, 
wh:.le •he r-a .::;f th_ guns and the noise --F b..J sti n g shells ;}Uch 
interfered with the passing of orders. 

6 July 1916. Corbie. On the morning of the 5th. July volunteers were 
called f buri 1 parties and 3 squads were formed under Capts. Re •• 
Walsh, Hill and Cook. These parties were kept busily employed and in 
spite 0¥ shelli g managed + cle-- a conside abl- por+i n f the 
'"renches be¥ore Mont uban. The same afte· oo a pa +y commenced maki g 
a dug-out ¥or the pro•ec+ion of wounded at +he '1illows, about 1 ile 
f om Mar icour~. Shelling conti~ued th•oughout •he n ight. In fact 
since the c~mmencement of +he battle there has been n~ ~essation on 
either side, day or night. 

7 Jul., 1916. Corbie. On the morning of July 6th. Beare relays were 
arranged for clearing wounded f·om Glatz-Redoubt to an ADS on the 
Peronne Road. This ork w.:os carried out con•inuousl., day and night. 
The men work-d steadily in spite of the shelling. The muddy state of 
the roads and •he stic~y qu lit~ 0¥ the clay made the wo ~ par+i~ularly 
!aborious and uncomfortable. 

10 July 1916. Corbie. About July 5th. the SA Brigade mo ed forward in 
support of 30th. Division and were camped in reserve among the Germm, 
'-.enches before Mont uban. As here they ere under shellfire 
casualties be~ar +o occur and st e•cher .... arties ere detached for the 
as~istance 0¥ •he RMO's # the 3,...t and 4+h Regiments. Some very 
di¥¥ic~lt c ~/i g ~r~ s done in cle: ing tht=s RAP's. In many 
~laces the +•enches we= too n rr ow for st etchers whils 4 in the open 
the number of shell holes, litt~r of wire entanglements and debris from 
dug-outs made stretcher bearing under shell fire a performance which 
~al!ed for great steadiness of nerve as well as physical strength. 
nJ ing this period i+ as ¥ound 1ecessary to make another dug-out hi=h 

a5 chr istened "Sam:J" dug-out. It lay between the Willows ar.d 
Gla•z-Redoubt. A1l ~ands put i ~ m =h time ~t th"s ork as could be 
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spared f r om their bearer duties. As Mavicourt was recei ing an ever 
;nc.~--ing amoun• of a•tention f o enemy shel!s it was decided 
ad :_.able to o e to Cambridge Copse. This move was carried out ....... the 
e ~ ing of Sunday ~· ly 9th On the a#•evnoon of •his day we had our 
*i r :• =~sualtJ i Sgt Yo e, who as h!t in •he •high by a pie=e u# 

r apn ... ~. 

12 JLl~ !~1r . co,h'~ . ~~ ~ ~dge Cope p~ ~ b} means an en •iabl
aborte. The me had tc bu o h __ , es #or •herr. s 1 ves • s!eep in, in t'ie 
sid~s cf t'1e t enches. As ours a. d the F1enc~ guns moved fvrward the 
dug-outs we, e soo sur ~ unded b}' batteries ~ guns, • he i, ,c essant fire 
fro Yhi=h renders s!eep • ell nigh impossible. The presence of these 
batter 'es erJ =ocn drew •he enemy's #i e and as theJ ~-de fee use of 
•ea-shells evevJ o e suffered 'n•ense ~is-~mfort from this source. The 
lack ~., ... leep and he :r ~t ai- o# s• r etcher bear ing and th ... nerJe 
racking conditions under whi:::h they lied, began to tell severely 011 

all ranks ar.d it is not surpr isin~ t~at n o• to of the men broke 
down temporaril, under the st r ain. On the 8th. J-!, 2 Corps. of the 
SAI were mcved up •o •a~e ov r some of the "won• li-e t nches along 
he edge of Ber a"'a) ''cod. 1!e e •heir RMO t,::;ck ~ lavge German 

dug out abaout 300 yards from the t-enches. The German gun= shelled 
this wood ith •he utmost f 1rJ n d cas alties vcc -ed i n la ge 
numbers. I additi tot is •he fire had been ~ep• up ith su h fury 
as t~ make it impossibl~ for the ·out-going uni•s to clear· their 
wounded, wit~ the result that the nex+ few days~ o _d a time f aught 
with the g ea•est difficultJ and darger to Our bea-~ s. I+ was duri g 
these days t'"'at m eh splendid or.., as done bJ· al 1 who took par•. The 
~igtt for Ber a-'ay and Trones Woods r aged furiousl 7 for several days. 
Ou men would clear the w ods during +~e day hile the Germans wou l~ 
get in aga; at night. On Sunday Ju!y 9th. Capt. Welsh had been 
clearing ounded all day •. spite ~-f the heavy fire. On returnin~ 
towards evening he fo nd a message from RMO 2nd. Reg. to say he had had 

ord that there ,ere ~e e~a1 ~- mps c f wounded from pre lous units :till 
l}: ~ in the o d Cap• . Welsh had n ow been 16 hours at wovk and most 
o-' the men were dog ti-ed, ith =·::-nti nuous stretcher bearing. He then 
~alled for volur+eers and with 20 men returned one~ mo et_ th- ood. 
TI-.ey ar r ived there about midnight, but such was the intensity of the 
"'ire and s ~.eat the confusion= ~sed by ~h;s and the dar~ness that he 
war.dered through the shell swep• wood, stumbling through shell holes 
ar.d over ~allen trees i r: =louds o" "tear gas" for over 3 hours before 
he and h;= party could discover ~nd take away the wounded. On another 
o= asion s o _ 2 days 1 ~te- Capt. Welsh and SS Walsh whil~ attemp+ing tc 
get i .. to Trones Wood were caught in a barrage of shell fi-e. For more 
t'1at an hour they lay in shell holes with shrapnel bursting over them. 
When at last they managed to get back they "'ound that T ...... ,es Wood was 
still in German h nds!! The whole of this period, and in fact from 
then + +',e end ;::,f our time in t'1e battle, -1as f-aught with adventut es 
--' +his kind. On~ 1, 11th. Sgt. Damp and Sg•. Mathews had a narrow 
escape The, were pro-eed~ng t ..... ge•her to Chimne; T ench whe e it was 
proposed to make e du):#-,:·ut. Year ing a shel 1 _ oming the,- both 1 ay 
down, but it buried itself al ost undet them and blew them into the 
=ir. Sgt Mathews recovered himself sufficiently to return for help 
when SS Damp was found buried up to his neck but still alive. He was 
dug out and brough+ i, in an unconscious c-ndition. His collar bone 
was found to be fractured but other ise he had escaped serious injury. 
During this period Ptes. Tomselt, Sil!-, Gimber, Du Pont and Heydenrych 
were wounded. Ber afay Wood was so continuously and severely shelled 
all this t:me th-t it wa_ 4' d quite impossible t~ get the ounded 
a ay from part= ~f it. SS Walsh did ext emel, good worl in tl ;s 
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J "" - - '-' ~= an open spa:: e be~ een 
,s con:;~ ~ ""., p t up _ er/ hea ,~ 

' tha~ r... q ~. Cook was .. 
ded. r pl L ""'- d O t Tob: -

I P-- anrl -, 
and P ,f: 

,.. e:::: 11., 
::, ab ,don d - -f 

et : ~ 

-:un~ed. 

1"7 Jt.." y !'9!~ n= • ":ops.:.. On S t ... rd-J T 1 ., 15"""' ""he: ""ent di :si:: 
ed Di ' rop- He·._ t..., k o s"' it'- -the F"A's in 

i g th- ~DS. T•c: ,..1 - "'i='- .. h:s ~rk as :::ar :ed ou"" as ~s 
"~11 " 1 _ g... ..,e ": ld '- d '-ee sel ect-..1 i ,hi h JS " 

arq -e:: h- e h__ ,..="-:::h - ~ l· ' d t - ~ :"-"- 1 m_ ~ ee~ in 
e"':::h bloct Th- '- 1- - ,h a "'=d "-h•s - ... b-"·- e ~he g e-t 
h tt1 h- re .., t sp"-nd·~ '· ... w·"enin:::, t"-e r ad "app, a_h ad 
1-,· g . d= g:::::d '-arA ' s "'• en ""'c: - = f ""-nts. T"-- e _ er 
~1--ks o" ten~s. E-..:h '-1 .. k i:: i :::'-- :::,e _f MD. The first 2 ""ent-
i ea:::h "-lo-~ f_. an~e oom in wt.:.ch the,.. "-•ents are ..,1a::ed :::.s 
~"'., - vie. Th 3r" ""en"" " ,s o,..~ ~-= ::, "-he-• e --e e::: -sa-J 
-,..e -~i-n: ard dre=si:::, j e, ~te ~.::~ •h-y pa:sed" ""h 
"":: r"-h "-e "", i1he1 e , • ~ · 1 ~ t, J "'J """'~ -on y +- tl-;e 
CCS. Th... 6 b, oc' - ki ~ "" !::J'"'"""' :: "e " i """' ab -"" 1000 :: -se- i 
24 "- ur = , i""hout und e p e ~ur= n Jon .... s· c~ we~ ve been here 
+he~ as b~- "~: lJ -~ - - ~ s• - " -ur.AeA, bu"" c 'at any 
tie has thee b=c:• anJ f ~he "'o~r.:.b!e =- ~e~ti~ ore has =o ft 
he--A ~ Th s::heme """'e -"~· - seems"" -: h- v~:ng we11, p~ -':cula, ly 
~he~ _ ~ 1-=-es ""'-"" --- al""ic:- e --u-. g _ a _::; l._ ne'c: •e~:: -
er:::: '1tered. On ""he . .:. g " July 14+h . _ s=:::~·nd ~ene -1 at+-ack was 
~ ... lie eA. T~e SA. 0 -!::, A~"" ,.. r"" in +-hi:: anrl the· 1 :::-es -'h._ 
a." -in:::e "' e -"- allJ been '-e- J• In this a"-ta-' •he~ - manz e c: 
Pu::hed o ~"" .:; f Ba .. er,t i 1 e Pet,;,· , L- gue .,.1 ar,d the remain"- f T, one 
Wood. Later the at""a:::k was -'.:ar •ed b ""'ie SA ~de. be} . ..! Longueval 
i t- De 1 · 1 le llo-·d here +- e;:r "-~ e "'ad d spe1 ate "igh"" in'!a.l I the ak 
o" ""his = ~- ~-- ers ha - "' d • _ push f::r - A -nA ~ ,.. h i o# 
=:: -=- ""· " L::...,:::, ~ al back tc Be·na" .. J "·- d ~· d ~--, " - Sf'MCY 
du~-out. F"or""unately the roads ha e been ="ea ed t some e tent 
e-abl~n~ ambulan-e ag ""o g _• up ""o SAMCY dug-out d by anot~e1 
, - .. d ~- Be "ay "ood. To " _ this :::'1ain ::f e ac ~t:~, the b .... ar e s 
~e'e di .;.ded into arious pa ~ies. ~ partJ under Major Pringle at 
R~Mrv dug -•, a...,o"-he under r-p"- ~::rbes ~ '~lsh a~ n_r #ay Wood, 
and - ""h: ~ at Train _, le.,· der "'=p~:;. G1 .: ger d Lau i= A~ th._ 
h& d " "-his ::ha-= _ L "-he RAPS hi::h had bee f- "b., ~~e RMO's. 
~ - ~""· Li-Ls::n -" """'e 2'd 0 egi • - d Ca~t. Monagha -=""·~MO-" 2rd. 
~c:-~""· were at Longue al whi 1 e Cap"-. Taylo f 1st. Regt. was 4 a small 

~- rJ ad M ~- Po.... _f """'- 1 t'-. Re~~- ~s - de- a b~ l A :::. 1 n ..... 
'ere as li"~le o ~- e a"" .... ither o" ""he latt- pl ..:es. Ou 
b_a =re i :::- j _ - :::tion -="-h "-h "" ~ 20th. ~" :::l~a,..ed f om th se p in+-s 

d !::J-- ; _._ · a" J tc::d, ! "'h-" been +-- 1 en =' ~n 
f:h_ ~ ~A. ~·retcher squad- under Sg•. Ca11·s egul ·lJ 

Visi ~e t 'sin the quarry and lane as it was necessary to get 
all cases awa} at once o i, g ""o the lac~ of sheltev The men 1ere 
f-rced to take: c ~ ~ iderabl.: risk~ in doing thi"", as the approa:h was 
... :: -s= "-'-c:- _,per • T '"ight ing in Longu- al and ~~e ..,dj in :ng P~""ts f 
Del ·1 1 ... Wc•cd ""~melJ "·e - Sg"" H~"" ,t, - .. ;/- t., ::f 

':-e _ .;..' S -"- f-'ie RAP' f-h_ e, diA ~ ~ e,:::ellent o ~ • sc ti - g """'-
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t"ath up whi=.... .; 8 
-- - •= m J .... = b - !:I~&. b + ~ i• .... - -""h +~ -l-

& r =k :!,...,,g ·=1-." ~ y =a J - s+ .... t=h ·+ e e '.:'di:: o" 
~- ~o, .. tv ~~- p .... i_.... I ~ome pl --S ~ ~~ =L !l =rte~ :r th 

wadwa~ 1-#t -lJ a n ~ ow t"ath along whi=h 1en:: uld pass in s.:.ngle 
# i le, - d hen i + - • -= 1 - .: • ..... • .-t l -+,. , : + -s - • J J t" - - ;: .... d:.. g 

i+1-. + f. -os+ +1-. + ~#ii .... ~•!:, fi• # +·::, C lrf h ~1-.+a· d 
"" p-s- +h--e =t"-+s i ~#-tJ B .... ~•des +h·- d •h- - -s - na ro 

\en lar ::, ,i= .... at ~·rst ~# .-te-' some s _ f ..... t;, ........... l t ... be ame so 
t"it•e.-t ith _ ... e!l 1-= &h +•h........ e1 - ~=op 1 1 .... ~ +o + •e +~ei 
c•,an::e i~ t .... e .., H,., - - e entual ly squad adc \P it 
in#~try an-' .... pa+h -s -I - - ed though the .:.!la~e, di~#.:.-~1+ places 
'"'-! !:I .... i.-tged :+ -'u:: 1 b~a d-, heams d ~thi g +h-+ am= hardJ # 
+1-.e t" t"== T adrfi+i- ""- •hes .... d•##i= . l~ies •+ st b~ r_,ember_d 
+h~+ t .... ese ·o-.-ts e c sh .... "le~ hea ilJ day= d night. I\+ ties +h_ 
.... e,..:, -'.:'-1~ p + ,,.... 't" 1 c+_ bar ::,e :+h h- J ... e .. ,=, .1hich mea + 
+i-. .... + o =t -~- ... -r b ..... g cold .... e done un+.:.1 ""he five was o e. 
Patient::, wh f + _+c enough t~ be ~augtt in ~ne of these :,pent 

- ~r""s o# ere- ::t:.. ~ S - ::>~ se cr _uching i- shell craters, under 
ba~ls _r ~a+ c bes+ - ailable. On= # ....... _ ,=& --t"e ... ien:: .... s 

# this •·i d - - :+ had .... e.... -'e-.:.ded + shell Longu .... - 1 on._e 
Ver:, sh + ti-- - !:Ii er t_ clea 11 POP's. It ab + 9 

t"m. Bearer squads e e rushed up und2v Sgts. Callis and Brin~ together 
~i+1-. another f om 28th rA and det~ils from ether units. Only 2 men per 
st et::h .... r could be s~a ed. 0 adre~, d ~c""o ~ - d odd .... - ~-e=sed 
i ~- s;:r i:: + enable -1! ~atien•s to b g + =lear. As +he~- ty left 
""he he - dment be~- ~r=m b th s:rfes. S:: ... bl: g, p ~hing, slipping 

d sliding amids+ a • ... d _ -# she!l ~;r_ the p t 1 1-.eaded "-t 

Be a#a) Wood. I+ -- i ,,.... =-•hl e +- keep +=ge+he ~ nd i ....... _ d t .... -

-q ds ea~ilJ be:: ~ ........ +ac ... ,.d d 1 -st t ::'"' Th._ n ise of~ -ti g 
shell:.. as inc-=sant and deafening, while ""he 1..ontinuous sing of tt,e 

i#le -1d ac i - h l.ets - erhead culd h et ied +1-.e ne es o" the 
ha dies~ veterar. T- :: own all i+ was aini g and the roads were 
a 1 est impass "'le s& .... tcLer = ~- In ~ac+, harf i+ o• been#- +te 
1 ight -# •h- qe- ar s~el 1 = i::h a+ ~i ::,• # .... 11 --mpo. a""i .... 1) , 

:t l - .; ,,.... b ~bl. ... +h + 1 1 + h._ ~ --1~ h- + ,_d ith ut 
=::ide + As ""he i::,ht _ .... -·· sq ad a"te squad of +i ed, soaked and 
ud _o ered en t .!~ .... d .:.n to !?er _ f ""'¥ • •ood. u ... e came an MO ~o e, ed 
it~ g ime and d ~ •ip 4 - + __ - ~ y.:.ng as+ et-h~ ith ~ .:.1t .... d 

~::vt. The tall p-... son rec~gn~~able de1 a coating of mud with -
=~ .... +-h ....... be - # - ~a+ er, ,h - =e c de he obey .... d impli=·+1J. 
TL ~- the, =t--ggl d.: ,+::.1 hen word as ~-ssed r -rd i + e me ing 
&~a+ al 1 had e+ red - 1 i e, = e ........ s - inc edul- s •hat th .... / etarted 
an enqui y D'"' ~hei , • " 

1916. n: ... On the;:' Jul~ Cap+ain Mon~ghan who 
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, .J ~~- Tay!-, ~~ • ~ ~lei-~ bJ Ca..,+-. L • , 

,;r-+- ._, s .J 0 "~.: ~h ·11 l:1- ~ ~ ::, _ , The #-!!.., i 19 mo i 19 
~ain ~ - -·.Jed t- shell '-'-e pla.... T+- __ e· f_ J'" 

i yOS - ~~1- • get -11 •~e s• et .... hL- ::~s=s a -J ~ ~-r'"• ~ u 
d ... ::::. .J t.... ...."" -· eh• -i d .:t'- h·s ..,~•·e +: , ... hes_ b- ·ng - ,e 2n d 
-'"h r:; :;till coming · 1 T• e RAP i a '"' ild.: ~ and as t, ,_ Ge·mans 

e - t... a••a.:'.i, g d ,.J ... o-ps g •::, -'", '"he · ~-· a .J rfoo _ 
e,_ ba - i.arfed ~~h t• esses,; ~- rni'"~ e anrf anyth;ng that s 

.: a! I-'-ed •-'"' 1.., s•up a b 11 • ~ bo h. T'- - ~= h _ dmen• as opered 
L ,I 1-. I- h .J I- I- - '3c - - g - - .J # h - I- '9 h -- I- 6 

I 

_ e,! e ~ .., ed it the p!a_ 0 y '-h;::, sh +- ~ a ·r -1- '-'-e 
~AP Y .: •:::-II, '-h_ !y p 1 ac • a ... d•d • ~e• d· e::• hi'". 
n & ~ ~'-e ·~h ...... es~i g • e ~ e~ a~ i._d _ut de' ~·e ... 
d: 1 fi::u1•.,. as only a ~ ... all elec'"ri:: tore'- car.die could be used. 
Cap•. ~e. H.:11 "'- '- d also i d t _ help, kept a-Ost ,• sup..,ly 

# • - ri ::~##ce ~=i::, i -y·1- ': s ~'-r-~1- rf"##._ ,.._, -· On the' 
o .... •n::, 0 # •h::: 1q+1-. c unte a••-:: 1 -.:: d i 1er- ._ 1 ! h:-me d rapt-i 

Laurie'::. p ·t.,. -s th ed #, ::~y• ~ d~ s ar ! ._d -n th·s 
~-t # '-'-e e 1 ·e# f ou ni :_io d 11 '"he O - ded we·e 
suc::ess# lly e•ac~ '" ... d Then~ ,_mes-age::.# Del ill~ W~ d '"hat a 
large umbe f = , ... d _ ... l.1i ·~ s::a•t ... red about :t. A~ se e,al 
~& ;1ar eports '- rf.., ed tu be~- eh t ... agge a'-ed Ca..,•.::. Laur• and 
Welsh ... _:;;ded t- s•.:g •e ' +:he 1 --, '"h=, did - -t f,_,_l 
J~b··#ied i i::.~i~::, • ._ 1 i # a # S 0 's ! #, ;1- 1 ~ss 
'-ast. Thr is ... _ o# + e·· .Jecis:.- .., ~ h.1 '-h #--'- '-ha• t ey 
::oulrf f• d n~ de#:.·'- •· # an.1 = rf~d t'- d • '"h:-t +-i 

22 J• lj !'9!6. "i e's Cop~e 0
.,. t~- ni go# t'-e 19th '-he iou~ 

stati- ,s were el~ ... ed by •'-e in .... v i g ambu! nc..:s P t.i. Spina~ ,.J 

Th unfort~na•el.1 be· ,g '-it j st b-f- e le ;ng T .... ai "11~,. Tho gh 
~e '--s de::.: .:bed cer• ; ·~,::irf ":s +:ypi,::~ 1 ~ Jh~'" e e d~il} 

-::c r~nces '-'-r ghou+- +-h t ·-b,e ~-r'"right it m--• b,_ , e be ,_d 
"'- • al" al:: ::, •h- 1 :. f c •.: equ~ll., +- .1 i ::, c· ._u st ce::. 
pre ~·1-d. TYai Al"eJ C ·n #wY ~er.,. gen -J S sh e 0

1 th 
shell:ng. "\'- _ne •· a y l ge ,umb- o# g ~ sh-11::::. f ~ ,,_ t,1pe 

... e ..,_ ·ed up-n '-'--,_ ..,lac .... , and caused a cc,nsiderab!e umber .... # gas 
casual'-:e-. Owi g • ·1-s situation in th- li 1e of e~a::~~t.:~n ~e y 
1 =>- '- ,...,~:: --s p -~ d '-'- gh +-h's -•at· n Capt Gr i g h, 
as • ="' !de •'-ere, s 1 =p+- i =ess- tl .1 -• •

1 ~,..., o e 60 hou s, -• 
:;ne per~od. Subsequent!; he was ..,ar•:-ll.1 gassed~· d -ent do~ t the 
MOS Camb ~:!~- C yse hi::h ·• had ~een hoped 1 d '-e a yl e - 1 

re#uge f-· a go~d r-~'", was a eg·on ~hat as =onstantlJ shelled. H- e 
also the surrounding bat•eries kept ut-' a constgnt fire hi~h made ~leep 
impossible. 

22 Jul)I 
i'-.,d, - ~ 

1 91 ~ • On the a f '- _ - ::. - . ...,. # t h ~ 1 '9t h • T ... , ! .,. t '- e Bd e • as 
rf hcare eh " bac' +::; "4app., v- 1 1 ., " a spot j s• 

be.,.on ' +-h._ a ea o~ c -•- t - ' -- 1 1.:nl:1 Th ~oll i g day W-~ ~ 

br:Iliant one and it a) be ,ell imagined, da) # re~t in th -
grateful '-h _ f f-h_ s , -wa., # = '-he turmoil o& the past 3 weeJs, 
~- da)I o-t :11 - t r ilJ . g t. On the 22nd • .Jul,1 th- uni• 

--lle::+ed t gethe _ =~ mo _ +- ~ - ~'s Copse and mo e~ ~f# the same 
. ~ , ~-- .. .... = " r =s ... " . 

::::"7 Augus'- 19!6. Cau::- • ! m-o ed - er '.ere on t.,e 24'-'-. '" tal:..e ~e. 
#r:; P...-•n;le, ih= h:- - =- - e ~ ::k • Headquarters t~- •-1 e m} ..,la::e. Her-

e a ~ r i ~ '"h~ ?· h. n · ;sion DRS. Th= st ~, .... on-iJts :;# myself, 
c~p· -:: .... ' -~ an.J 2~ "'C~' z anrf en. 
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:: 

in ited 
• .... h _...,pen d '"-· b 

C mmander, Ger r 1 
W: 1 - , ..__ '"':~"- ·~ _+e "-he e-- .._ - r1- a 

d De bJ 
c ...... ..,s. 
... h -- .L n· l-1=· ..., 

~~ 11 1 sh ::,::t a ve . .1 i::hly d-se ed n C M. Th _ e .... 30 
h~ I rl De-b., d -h- ' t .... _ ~. A. B1 • ~ rt~ 

-Y.1 f'l -t"- - , -i er ::-rks. 

Sept_ e 1~16. Cau::- t. Y--~e da) I d- "-o f :ou= ·d 
... ::"- - ar r1 "DS" s • :a; ... ::"- ' th_ ! i Th -"'t ' ' s .., __ 
h- ,ib}e } +_!JI .._ rl;J...I _fte da:)1 1 h -1- Jes+c da) b ~ 1'c istJ ard 
: , '"'a - • .... ., 1 ! "- _ .... e "1 i ~ e b · gh"- ... T .... ..1 - • .._.: e:;"- i ::, 
i:::t t,1 - "--· " e ::., wh- "-her - - :; "-·emen'"' us '·gh"-• g 1 _.._ 

.,e ', ,h "-h_ ~-e ::h :;+:,, .... l~i :::1 -1-h·- r "- f' +h Ii - The 
,; 1 ,a::::,e is n ... "-h.._ c 1 '"'eb. """' 1 c ' 

~ 11 s s'"ill ~"and :d..al-d i"t -hell ad hull_+ h- 1 cs. Ftom th 
il 1 age e t--' a 10-19 ... • +i t en-h h•_ .... led -- -s:: - id ... 

.«'lc:f.'- 1 c - c -ed b.1 +he "ir,y 0 id:., , f whi-h +he Ger ans h _ld th crest. 
"s :::1 t ne- .... +1-.:- i'"'~e ,e _ 1'"' _.:_ -,I +h-+ ·s le'" 4" S .•e., 
Th ' + h is i 11 i- , s + · , _ 1 ., d i at ed h., + h t 'i , y Ridge, 
.... ..a ·- -Is- ,o+hi g +h" '"'eb ·-. T s+ h 1 +his ·~:.,- s ~ 
sh.::11._ alley call d z...,_a ... ' 'all-,. We hold the n::ar s·de o~ the 
, idge, d t~- • le,_,_ __ , ·t i_ s_ d ith + en::h~s an~ d-4"en-i e 
wo Ls o' ~11 1 i ,d_ Th- _ es+ i" _elf L. really . :;e, ie:;;. - ' - ate , 
ttie es .... 1+ o' t .... e exrlosi..., _ o' m{nes and cvurter min s. In th-
ra 1 ::e _, the +-e-ches :+ as a "q 'et" orn :::1. i-h mean '-h + 
+h_ - · :; l.1 ... _s lt _ :, f'i i :::1 g ~..., S ' + e ::h m:: +a:; 
Wer= at k h-_at ·n~ up • Th~J .... rl a h-mb f abut 60 lbs. I 
b 1 1· e ..a +h 1 • - e .... ea r- 1 b · C: - - r • • A J :, • A :::1- e ... ar e - ::. :;jl 

sed I 4"a =.1· Wh.:. 1 e e ere g-i g -!ong the ar·~us pats ::f th~ 
line behi d the ridge th~ Ge _ns landed a chan-e shell vf 1 rge siz-
i. =. ~ JI her-- =. Ic1·ge b...,d., ::,' men were _t work mating dug-outs 
et- Th es~!+ -s ~ h ,+ 2~ - • alties, abou+ 9 h :M:::1 'i,le~ 

+ igh+. ~= -~:: - -J h--t, ::. sa :::; e 'our rl~ e_ dr- ,e., 
·- i g tt-.i ::,• 1 le f1e qu.:.+ 1 onl., about 700 '_e+ r, +t,at t 
-- "--:-c 1 . ' +1-.e an+· ·re a'+ g ~ to 1::Jet .._ b ... + o' er· , se 

tt-_ e 1 
, e -11 ithin rifle shot. He s., 01.Jped over +he ridge d se::med 

'" " _ • e &..1-. Ge an- .... ., s:.u ..., :;_ :; ._nl.>' '~w shot:: -Ye= fi ... d .... _ 
w-- ~f ag i b fo _ o+he _ had t.:.ne t_ ge+ going. He -nt bact so -
..1:::t ::e and+ en epe-+ed ........ _ -ame an e_ • b + '"hi:; t· e he et 
b) q •+ea' -;11 de, whi::h .... = e1er ..aid M_t seem to ha e ~:, -''e::t ! 
Supp_:a;_ +he es ... I+ as th _+ he man ged +~ get s::,me erJ _::;ef 1 ph::+~.s 
~t ar +h ..., : t we_ _ i + e +in~ +h; g. A1 ong a ::ad the-e as 
r~ of +rees ,h.:..:h ha e 1earl, all been ~h~t do Sometime ago the 
Ge1mans manag-d to sho...,t a a) +1-.c: +op ~f one of th 'ew remaining, 
lea ;n~ a :;+ump abv~+ 2S _ 30 'eet h:gh. Duri-g one of the f_ll::wing 
ni~~+s + e RE"= t _ _ k d- +1-.;s -+_ and r::rla::ed i+ b, s+e=l +ow~ 
p~·nt- +o ! oJ 1.:. 1 +he s+ np. The ~~-I+ is a spl- ,d·~ Jbse _t.:. n 
...,o-+ ' +h~ +::.lle-.,. Th=· -- s ... ems q it u' - t= +h:: Ge a~ up 
t .._ .. -= ...,re-c"" 0 Di s.:. _, i- h - Iding thi~ line. Th- ... under 
-- er ... "-'e idg_ :s - e-""-=·~.:. e and tt-.e 'ig~+ing so=- - - '"h~t th
de-d ~till ,i~ here th~, ~~1, 1 s~ ,-ar, ~t being qu•~e imp~ ible + 

+ 

h. 

J 

tembe 1916. 
Amb 1 a'"'ce -f 

G -Jr. Te oi:: Ve+~ d-J e t-.ande~ - ~ t +he 
~he 24th ~ i 'Si.n ~~- ~o,ed ove ..__ th's i 1 Iage 

i::: ~ .... ou'" 1 A ·le= F:: r _ ree ad~' s+ Pol Ac=or~ing t . 
orders th·s is +o b- .u "T· -, •~A ea" E a.:'- 1 J -f.:~ .._i ul-

ning e ~ + ~ i , :_ not Jo+~ - n~ed, but it loo's erJ 
_h lil"" ..,repar.:.. g..., _ ~re t.., ente the ea -f _+ta::L Fe,, 5 d-.1-



-_::.:essi- .. .,= 
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i"ste~d =# - '" ih 1-'"· 
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e _'"h had been qi'"~ h 

4-h= 1 _ng-st #. - sp ,, 
i .. t= '"he f 11 !t h _ 

:; ger er ~11:, 

"gh'" 
h 

1d #in- h: • i
t, - d 4-h"..., -

O' e ..., 1 e-s •. 

"' 0::tober 1916 Grand-Rullecourt. Moved he e on ceptember 30th t·-
~a,_ ~P q !-
·~ ... ~ d~ligh'"#-, 
"JT 'I O L D : i :; : - 1 

S '"ugc• • - i'"h '"h~ HQ 3• ., 
-a'"~- #or e = 

~ - de i ite... '" d: ~ 

"'" T in •he Ch~tea , 
- - en.:. '=' Ger,. F' se 

t Le C -Y• T day 
4-h ... -- h ag : = ~l . ., , 1 ... 

i"- g :1-h 
e rf 4- a 1 l # '"he -i A l·t .. 1 -

# '"his ent i c.l:, put il 1 

~as - : - 4- 4-h J.J s ~ 

r n 4- ! 0 16 D i""' M ed 4-,:; ...,ay. Tt e • , 1 e_. e J- .... ... 
i~t-· and up '"o ab _ ... 8.30 h a br ze go'" up an.-f - emed to t.eep 

'"he ~# ... i T-. ar~=> e .: ing ho\, e the i .d abca4-ed ...... , - - ~ ·- ~ \..I' 

-nd • 4- .-.-. ed ag-i !1 • 4- T=day 4-he i h s been high and 1 s'" .... :., 

war- : 4-h n -· - h .. h ge ss== # : #. :: l - rf Ue -· e ... , . -
4- -

9 "::'"obe- 1Q16. L :e ~llc n ... '"h= ~ .. h. w d;..t - 9'-'" j= ',ey Th 
t ans...,8 t of th- ni ._i ... _ i g be -en'" o## '"h~..., e ious d J• '"'1~ 
+. - ...,s e.e c-n -Yd hJ '" '-us At ...,ca:,b -~' - , ed out anrf lined 
..,..., alu c ..,, ._,# '"he "R-u'"-:; fat: ale " a ... e1 - all in po~::.t-iu, ~Y 
-h - + 9.45. A flee+ # F'rench huse~ +.he a, i·ed d '"he ,h le~# cur 
'A""igade b- 1;ed I .. '" ~·.:: .. _u .. SOO ._ ... '" es- '"use- '" -- J '"h _ h._1_ 
di ;=i=n. We 4-v c 1 !-d i n 1 e .... :; rf ~ :e:;'" = ~-s'"! '":- a+ 
0 eri___ Hee sp-'" - # • 1 J - # '"ah!- nigh+ s •he ...,1 ::e a-
simpl, ..,a-te..., i'"'- • '...,a.., • The _ t • g _ m ::h d - #~ ·n #l-· d-

... ain to thi- plac_ wh•c'" i- temporaril:, our HQ=• We are n a ew 
, :les # om "lb-r'" an..., .. out~ or O #, -m '"~- p ese t #,~n'". 

!2 0::'"=ber 1916. D- ~- • Our amb lar:: - a::t!ng as the"~ • 
Rese -", ,h:-h e s 4-ha'" ,e ar sed t:; s .... ...,...,!e ent th ~,the ·t
~!= g '"he p-in'" wh -~ ~ e-i # .... ~ -rh~ sa _ ~ene1al sc~em- as 
last time i ; # o • The da}' -fte our i al D;e1' and d'"" 
''.:.11.:.er:; (whc has ..;us'" ,; _ .:. e~ us' were ~::,ld _ "'f ith ea Te t Se:: .. :on ~.., 
du .. J at '"he MDS for 1 1' in1::1 '"' -- d~d Or '"h"" 9th ~ _ d.: s .... ane, and 
~-r'"~s er'" _#f .:..oh small ..., '"J • u s='" -f elay :th 
amb lance wagons. ! as s-nt wi'"h Capt. Neale-Nay t= the 1/1D South 
r-H ..., 1 - -d CCS, it h ... 2 • he 1 ..., '"h _ e. Ue l sh : s - :: t .i -' as ~ 1 • ~ # t : 
one o# the Regime, .. _ d s .; s J-·uber'", so o1e are al 1 ,el 1 :>C tt d. 
Vest~~ y o· is - '"--k par ..... a a'"'"-~ a .. 2 p d 1 ~s .. e e in~ 
wounded began t stream i • Sc#~. o - _# the fficers I know ell 

ve ::_me though ....nd .. h_ ~ is - - de~:nite new=>-~ wh-t has happened. 
~~e at'"ack seems to ha c succeeded so far, but h ... the. '"he g -und i-
t. ...... ~ held '" I 't kn~ • Th.: s a# .. ern ! · - d= _ <1e' '"-
c-, 1- _ t T... ·- -nder#ul _ igtit Al 1 ... e ;;., f - m h_.,e - about S 

1 !__ ._ il!:; a e entire1 y - _..., wi ..... _ .,..,:; ... d -'" - - 1 - _ f ar 
aterial -# e,e J ...,_sc . pti n Thou ' - and .. housands f'" ~ ps ar 

m- ~hing up, and cer .. ai number e •· urning. F'rom where the Germa 
1 ! e-::. e1e ~ :~inal!J --,d , ar...,_ .. he __ ... nt,y i ... i,, a :;t~~e vf :Ides'" 
~-- _1 1 ~ i lag= are v +1-e 1:, d-st ~-d as +o b q-i .. e 
di#f!c 1'" '"o .. ac E ~ J•h 1 ~ i- ~ asted '"~ pieces. ~!elds e 
St... erf an..., # , ,ed i'" '"• c ~he- ~. d ...,itted · ith hug=: o 1 es, · :1e th ... 

=d~ are blas'"e~ -~d rec'ed, a1 1 ~ e t•ees being either bl-" c ,er= 
i~dle an...,+.- nth•+ •he}' -,e ...,ead anrl 1ea"'less Th. ~~-ne :_ 

_ hi;~ ;an onlJ be se- to b- real·-ed Absol te rf •1-e 
dc:::s-1 t:on. "t •his CCS e ,..·rki,,g ,;,, 8 hour sh.:.ns, ~ -=-s·n~ , 
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d ... 

. 
Ul .1. -:::, 

ea - .,. ah- - r• 
6 g ·h • & h 

d-. On_ l '=" - d 
_. # ~L - -i 
.... .... - a. 

d 

u•most • 
" ott,c;r 

c:~s". 

_ ........ i .... ~e ~== ~-· •J 

:mpl es •he• -P= -= -

~ ·h- - '="-- 1-h " r- ..... C'_e_...l' .. J 

l i '::I g ~" s •h._ 

14 

--
::; 

'=" .. i.,. 

t de ... .,. i • '-

t_ t 'e • 1., 
a e l ! ., -· • 

1-h -i m- .. 
onl 7 for :2 hours 
ii t ~ .. f = shee' .. :: .J I 

·h the tp. 

!:::-'g : 1 .. g .,. _ • rf g e • ...,e , ,. -- , Th rfay- ::, 

ar,-•h.... big - ••a::' d= b ,. -=1ed. I'" s-e •1- a• •h "'"'ai s 
t_ be sta~ted h 1 •he; 9•h. Di i-: and s...,,e -wlo - : _1 • =P-, - ••ac' ing 
the But•e-de_,.IJa !-, c..., • As s..,.., as + • 1 •1-, es+ o"' t~e 
l ~ne was to p sh fo wa d Ho, e - ... omething s • ha gone wr _.ng. 
0 h --- ag= -d _ __.,. hi::h•he9•h.n:, s• •,.ac', "'e"l 

short ~nd ... d· - - ::;:..rf •he} b-gan • -· ge• i t ba ag_ 
-ich as d ~ '=" h~ • th ~~, ::; h h'I • thei 

PQ pe .... s a~ m 1 c,, d_ T~~ S ~. ad-. ,ed tt~ ~ .... act ~• ~ 
•he ::-mpanies eng-~ d h l • e., he- ii., d"d al uu other 
B igad--::. en th- "' 1 -? '·-· Se "" ! .,. - .,. ,. · .__ '5 ha .._ .. _. .2 tti -ug'. 

ded bu+ ·• ·= er., h ~ • '=" • - r c-- ,. ... -- • 1• s ems n-
•h-• anothe~ a••a- 1 is b-· g '!:#or: .:..:d. Th e-+- _ .. had a11., e n 
e cep•i,., a11., .,.:. ·= .,. e •ine tJ • Th_ - li+• 1 _ :. th 

l'="' • ~ "'o'e las• Lut •h· '=" t •t .... r. I+. • ge••· g .... ., --ld. Tho 
Ja:y be for::: ., -• d ., as th i '="s .Je =l .:1:: t, he1 T rf'- _ t + ... s •he 
li--::. I had s+ : ........ est·ng •i ,e, d Sa ! t of : ,te--e ti .g 
+hi ,g::. At 01e plac- b-t cen Beco --t and Co •a1 nais _n Is the:: ater 

F ... gig~ ,t::: : e. TI- 1 ocked ab~ 80 "' .... et deep and ab= t 60 - 70 
.,a ..... s , ... :.-nete 1• .... " -'::; !and" - d j _s• ~ J the 4'ront 

' _ tr ... hes and I t -1 d bur ~e... a !:l'"'od ., - .,. th .... T., ,e ide 
Sc-a+i-h. -- + e - I h ... ., o"' 0 

• ::~ h- i•z- s • i, anrf 
1 ::;_ a si gl .... on-•- .,. 15: _ whic t-hrows a simply huge sh-11. All 

-~ ._ •he a,. • l .... ~ · .... " "P - e b .... in g b ... i l t and sw .,. t ,p e 
billetted. On t~e bact I rode •';r=ugh Albert which h-s been fairl, 
badly t octed ab- t: f-hough + .., •:. l} dest-oyed. The eh ::h a: corn-

.,. ~ rl ~ I _.,. sh_,,i ~ -~ hu~- g 1 • ag~ .,. •he 

•,· g-= , -= ::h • rr- ~he _•e-rl , n2 hangi g dej c•._dl., , jus• 
h-ld bys _ e _ .,. +h _•al ork. 

18 n~t he1 !91G. De·na ::au t. Ea I., yesterda} ning a o•he att-- 1 

\olas made on ...,ur ft on•, but s,_, far as o e .: ga+h.... f om the wo ...... d~d 
::o i .. -:::, in, :-. has als- f,..ilc::!. 'Je are attacking .:: e, 1 s• - g p::sition 
hi::h is held by a German Na al Di ision. We h e not had many unded 

-o ''"'9 •h..-_ugh, b • _ .,. _ t _- a•;:.I., .,. •h ,h- ~ ,, • •hese 
<= ::::=:;::"' 1 at• _t:: •hey ::-n-ot be re_:: rf ,+-:1 ~i•t .... - e -ide _ 

the othe _ d • ::k. ....s• dcay ight +he e-•h h Th in 
held ~ "'f -.-.a. - f th .... ...,;::., b t •- .::·rf::."'" .... in'=" :1- -· t .... d ag in - ld tas 
~~n-~ ~ea il., d :ng the night:, dis still po - i,g '"hi- :ng 

T,e • -OP- mu_t b~ h- i '=" 1-h ugh~!J ·~- abl- •i e f :• 
"- .a.e da1 T ...,- ..:, e • ' - ''i .;l!.... d foun ... •h • •he ema.: d .... r f 
•h- - mbulanc .... had -d p + ~v-= __ t La , - - + .,..,. e d-7 s 
ag i.a.h 20 + repo +•-the 27+h. ~A.,.~ '"., . Thea h _ . 
::,arg= .,. p-st ab::ut 1.00 ,ards behi .,. ont line, and he is 
"i'el., to have a somewha• unpl .... =-~t ·~ e. "1., P ~ i ::,?e and P .Je e 
n_ lef• :th the Hq - our Amb ... l~, c .... , '"hough when the., get to ~ri-o rt 
they will ha,e J:""orbes with thi:.:m aga·,1 Ther w s - me erJ hea ~ 
bomba d· g a-:::, - i 1-st ni!:lt-• The e :;e_med to he a '::I:: ..., an, .,. -u-



91 
hea y guns at k. 

23 Oc•ob- 191'. Dernanc o • The ~i" #- • •elJ did n o• 1 = ver J 
log ard the ias• fe days hare been muc~ b ighter hut bitterlj cold. 
St"f# frosts. ~o-t u -t-lj for those mos• c cer -d •he'e ha e not been 

ery la-ge ~ mber -f casualties coming th r ough. Ve terdQJ I rod 
o er tw Fric-ur t t- =-e the ot' rs. Pr"ngle was away up the line when 
I ar r ived. ! #ou d •hat two ne MO's ha e been sent out. De Smidt ard 
Mei ing. I did no• see the latter who had gone up to replace Joubert 
whc g~es baci •- ·h~ Ge-. Ho=pital. As it was nice and #i~- I wal~ed 
over •o Contalmaison nd ost interesti n g it was . It w s a cle-
br·~~· d-y an~ c-e get a m -e ~-tended iew than usual. As zar as one 
could see in every ~ircction on this huge ba•tlefield, •h~ ~la.e ~ arms 
wi•h li#e and the business of war. The country is a series of great 
gentle hollows, wh~se ~ides are seamed and sc~rred with t--nches and 
f~,•i#ica•icns of all kinds. The trenches have all been battered out 

f shape b~ sh-11 fie, which has -lso ~itted the whole surface of the 
land. D ••ed a,l o er ·~e hills were tents and r ~~gh shel•er s of all 
sotts, huge stacks ~f a un••ion and food, and the litter o~ b ttle. 
~atteries were plan•ed !n e,ery con enient and incon e.ient -pot !iri .g 
aw ~ egardles: of e e'yone eise. The ranye is so great that they 
appea tc be fi ing almost straight into the air, so that it is no 
un~ommcn sigh• t see huge ~ur.s #i i g apparentlJ straight across a 
road packed with tr-ff 4 c, #r=m "O more than 50 yards a ay. All that is 
le#t _f the woods where ever they occur is Just a scattering o# stumps, 
!o~king lit~ t~e c~ar ed s'·~l~~ # •he;r f_ r mer selves. The village 
of Contalmaison like all the others, was Just a mass of debris, now 
trodden under foot, b, the ceaseless throngs of wagons passing forward, 
to feed the battle with the material of war. On the retu-n Journey e 
walled ac css country and ever ,where was Just the same. Every now and 
then rne came on a li+t!e m und in the bo••om o# a shell hole marled by 
a rough cros:, made of any cdd sticks that came to hand and marking n 
de t the g a~ c# s~me p-~r b •tered and un-recognisab 1 e #r agment # 

ar·•y. ~r-quen•!, +=- cne saw the bott-m ~# the shell hole marked 
b, a little pool ~ f blood, indicating the refuge of a wounded man. We 
of~en get cases i where me- h- e 1a·n like that for as much as 8 days 
without food ~r ate until the tide of battle passed and theJ were 
still ali L to be resc u ~d. At Fricou-t I eYamined the site of one of 
•Me Ge-man "s•rong ~~i nts". tlere on t~e c est -fa buttress they had 
made a maze of trenches and dug-outs 20 or 30 feet beneath the ground, 
w:th steep stai r cases leading down into them. Here our guns had poured 
a veri•able "waterspout" of shells forcing the defenders into thei. 
dug out~. !n the meantime our miners had burrowed beneath the hill and 
laid huge mi es ar.d when the bombardment was at its climax the mine~ 
were fired and practical!, •he whole ~ill crest, deep dug-outs and all 
blown s~y high. 0 ~ulance Hq a r e now installed at a most ~a1a•ial 
G~ a dug-ou• i Frie ur•. A long #light of steps led down into the 
bowels -# the -~r•h endi~g i a passage. On either side o# this opened 

,oms, and i n some cases further flights of steps led to ,ooms still 
further down. The hole of this underground house was lined with three 
inch timber, ~nd sto es were fitted in most of the rooms, wh~lst the 
princi~-1 bedr o om was papered and had fine big mirrors ~itted into the 
walls. On reachi n g t~= end o# the passage another flight of steps led 
irto cellaY, whi_h formed th mess-room. One o f the ~oms below was 
the kitchen fitted with a nice large new kitchen range. Evidently the 
German Commander who made +his elaborate house, had no thoughts of 
b~~ng dri en out o f it. That day I met a huge howizter being towed 
b~ck from h~ #ront and clalked in large letters on the barrel was 
"Done Her Bi•". The T n eve1 at any ~cment cea-es •o see the 
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h - o _ s:de " •h::. ~s Th- da) ~ef: e 1 est ... da) •he C-,p -n ou 
le"t i _d =u+ s .:ces:i" 1 ss 1• e ul•in=- i n d n a .., 
mile "ront and the capt e v• the Stuff and Reqina Redoubt=' ic' and a 
dep~h uF f om 300 - 500 yard~. Yesterday gre _t bombarding was going on 
on - - - •:gh+ and thee were summons •hat : -~ ,Ju, et: :th •he French 

e c e a++ cl: g the rli ec+i "Sailly-S-illesc lb+ we h- e 
he--~ n +hing ~e*in:te yet. 

26 Oc•cber 1916. De· ancourt. The we the seems q ite br:kcn up 
ag-in. We a e getti-g lots-* ~ain and gloom and cold. How it will be 
possible to con•i ue +he offensive seems had t imagine. The French 
were su-cess"ul i the:r attac~ the ~ay before yesterday and gained 
+heir cbjec•i -s s- +ha' +he Ger ans ~ave b ~-shed bacJ ~1 both 
"l"" Js the la;;• el On see~! :::ccasic,ns a few - t .... a) she 1 ls c" 
1 a ge s:ze ha•e come~ e· •hi~ a), h t /este.day the Hun= put up quite 

-e-i _us ~ - ~ den• Fe abou+ 2 h_u·s: th- m~rni g and arothet 
ho so in +he a·•er oon +~ ... y sent ove shells at inte1 als of 1 !'2 
to 3 minutes, the ta ~et ~ iden•Iy being the railway abo t 4 or 5 
h .... ,,dred yards fro c .... , camp. The sh.:l ls were very l.::rge and made a 
t""enendous n-ise on explod: ,g. Cui- slJ enough the spot they reached 
mos• "equen•!y as a Ger~an p iso e·s :ompcund clo-e to the railway. 
Howe,er the p isone s e e i ediately marc~e1 o t and only one was 

ounded. Mary c" •he shz 11 s plu~g-d::. •o the •11 ge - ~ durin~ the 
day quite a umber cf casualties were brought in and I believe some 
even .,1ere '·i!led. There was not much other firing going on and w

could hca, •~e g-r b-vd e e, 1 t:me, f_llw ed a few seconds later by the 
arrival of the shell. Towards morning I saw the fla e in the s~y made 
by +he gu. going -·f" ard t-L ::.-::,, H"e bea""i g -• t'1:s i• see us to 
i-~:~ate th-+ the gun was -- •he ~il ay •ha• uns from Anas +hrough 
Mi umo t, --d •he ange :n thi case would have been about 10 - 12 
-iles. The shcot-= g o r- •he whol- s e.~t~aordinaril 1 go d '"le er b ing 
ery far from the railwa) and in several case= actually on the 

embankment. 

27 October 1916. Lav::.e ille. I came back to rejuin the ambulance 
today. The othe s ... -1 1 back f'_.r t~ei seve al job- and thic: time 
have come out •th ~nly one so sligh•!y wounded t~at he did not have t= 
lea e us The B •g de h s h-d between 11 and 12 hund·ed casualties and 
•he Division has s-""- ed "-irly heavily on the whol-. I h-a•d tod y 
that the gun which fired on Dernancourt the day before yesterday, did 
-v "· om a range of 2S,OOO yard~ and wa5 using 9.2 inc~ shells. 

30 October 1916. Wanquetin. F om Lavieville the unit marched to 
Rubemfue whe,e •he whole lot -" = put up:- one of the finest fa m 
houses ! ha - yet seen in ~•ance. We did ~ot get in till late and left 
agai- very ea!) • the - ing so I did not see as mu.:h -" i+ as I 
shcu1 d have li~ed. Yes•e•da) we emb. ked on lorries - - :- - sl 1 _ cugh 
the sam =~n ~y that bought us ~own to the Scmm_ - and after a r hou 
Jou,ney, were !~, d~d here. If th~ p,ese1t plan~ a e not ~~anged we 
shall be here fo about 5 weeks. The weather is stormy and wet, but 
not s-· =,_,ld. 

22 November 1916. M izieres. The unit moved over here the day after I 
le"• on le:ve '9th). ! h~ just -eturned. Dyer h-s effected an 
e charge and Lawrence has tat en h·s place. 

24 1916. M.:l::.zie es. Y-ste day I man ged to get over tc 
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Gev,ge'~ a~ea ad se- h: f- _ ~h - .. while and congr t late h:m on' :s 
a .:. d. H~ s ,.., i• _ e • ~ e - .. at ('.\chi ,_ou • nea " as. To get .. h ... -
I h~d .. o go th o gh Arras, ov ,athe, j .. the f i ge o' •he town. It 

s -U •ous .. ~ ~ee - big .. -wn !ike •ha~ dcse1 .. e~ ard ea ~y e·er 1 h:use 
h •• :n .:.t lest one ~ • o ~la: s. Id- e say we =hall soon ee g d 

ore =' : .. .. . 
b December 1916. Ar as. On Decembe 2nd I s sent - he e ith an 
ad, ar ce part, .. ta•,e .., e the ADS in A r as ' om th~ 107th f"". Tt ... 
Weather has been bitta ,l, cold and the fields ere white with frost and 
•he .. rees heavilJ laden ith ime. On arrival we were p • up by the 
1o~•L - d ~-y: ~ •he nex+ two days the rest o~ our ambul- :e :-me up 

d epla:ed 4-he 107th The German 'ront li ,e i o 1., ab t 1500" 1 a-ds 
~·om the :en ... e -' ~~e •o and -- c-t o~ i .. :s ~nd-r ~hse at!on. W
had therefore to do most o' the moving in and out a'ter dark. During 
•he e ly ~ t ' +hi w~r the German-: c~L thr~ugh Arra- and were 
afte-wards d iven o t by •he f"rench, a good deal of heavy fighting 
taking place actua1t.1 i - th;: t-wn. Almost e"er 1 h: se has been hit at 
One time -v a- th- d l! the 'ine con=pi: -US h i1Jing: ~a~ been 
P~a:tically d-m l~sh d a~d a e gradually bei g ore nd more demolished 
as .. ime g es There a -e c,nly a fe ci' :lian i ,habitants le't now, 
and the rest ' the a_ !s quite deserted except fov ~oldiers. f"or 
- Ur ADS we have hu~e ·ed bri:~ building, the Ecole N- male. In 
common with all th vther bu'ldings :n t~2 ton i• has no more glass 
left in any o~ th • 1dows or skylights. Such vooms as ave requ!-ed 
'or our pu p;::ses La e be:::- m-de L~bi• ble by eplac• g sh~•tered window 
P es by calic~ nd blankets which -an be let down at nigh .. as f 
:o~ se .o light~ -- be shown. So ' ~r my~ o~ledge of the town •s 
confined to the necessa,y •isits I have had to make to the ·arious 
Par 4 s of th line~ connectivn with thee acuati of wounded, but I 
hope soon to ~a,e time to do some exploring. The splendid Cathedr.:.l 
and 'ine Ho .. el De "ille h e both been reduced tc irretrievable ruin-, 
-s ell as al, the -onspi: ous buildings, -ailway =t .. ion et: 
Y_s .. e day T f;::und +ine •r walk w•th Pri y!e _ e· •= A:h:court to see if 
Geo,ge w-s still •here and we were lu:iy +o ~ind him ju~t i ~..,r tea. 
Un'o tunately h- i- d:::. orders t: leave tomorrow and will be going 
some distance away. It has been very ni:e to see something of him. 

22 December 19!6. ~rras. Since w iting 1-st I have seen quite a lot 
v' •he town an~ sect _ which our di ision occupies. The t enches 
mostl 1 :_mmence amo g •he h ~ses a~ radiate out to the fron .. line. A 
ri,er and caral system CS:a·~e) runs through th::: line at a place called 
Blangy. Here the opposing trenches came to within 7 yards : .f ,:;ne 
another, but in most parts the gap is the usual 200 - 300 yards or 
more. The Germans are employing some ve·y la ge trench-mortars (or 
miren-werfer) hich thr- a pro~ectile containing abut 200 lbs _f high 
e ~pl -..,sive. The, d •-emend, .... us damage t- tt - trenches. M,:,st - f the 

or 1 · g ha~ be ~ ied o in the' - t 1:~c by these means. Our ADS 
4 s just ins•de s2me o~' Ea thwor~s at the back _f the •own. There are 

_ erous gu p ·•i~ s in d a r jnd thes Earthw 1 s and s t~ey a,e 
~ 50 .. _ !00 1 a,d~ a ay :t gi·es us - 9-0d shake up when the firing 

~tar+s. Th- e is no waning and at any time of the night or day these 
g n_ burst f --·th. 0 ::: gets ac:u t-: ' mo,e or less after a time. When 
the eather is c 1 ear and tJ planes come ove th- ant'-aircraft 
~uns general 1 y come up and i don a bit o' ground immediat_•J ~ehind 
and help ~= keep up a fine noise and drop pie=es about. T ey are 
mounted on lorries -nd it is quite an interesting ~ight to see them at 
work. 
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28 necember 1916. ~.r _s. W •a= jus+ b-en though ~-mew~~t of a 

igh•, , e. All yes"":: da.,. - ftern-c, , ur g .m - h::,mba de' tt--e Geman 
line~ Po\er a A I had~ i""e - ~::e wall ou"" ~ g the h """"et ;es ard 
·a"-ched sc,me ,...~ "-h "" ._.' t The igh"" se"" i ::cld a d frosty itt--
it lJ;ng abou"" ""he hollows. As ,e were ""utni ~ i1 the German 

.:om ::ed se d" g ,..,. ~e umbe·.:: -~ ::;1-.e1 1::; u,: e, e I f-11 -slee.., 
~nly "-p be vaised at !2.15 b.,. t 10 of our men c- i ~ • i""h thei 
gas-mas•·s on a d sayi ~ "~a::;". I 1 c,s"" o time ::.n gett .:. ~ i to m,;, ,e and 
then we all colle::""ed ""ogether, feeling ·at~ie stupid as one fee! 
ather li''e a"" ::. - '"'cl-. I noti::.:.d on a~: i;; ~e::uli - - p ,g=nt 

'""" ~ ~., sm , 1 A~""er abo "" , hou -• ..,e1 ... -ps 1 ess the gas sc::emed t 
pass - ay ad e e _ able ""c Ais a~~ ma~k - . Th~ Jhell- e _ still 
= ing o e ""hi::l and~ =t and w-re e, iden""ly the c iers oz ""he gas. 
We turned in agai-, but abcut 3.45 am ano""he ~ e o~ g-s came over and 
aga.:, w ... hod t dc,n == Y ma .. ks f hal~ -, i..c,u r:: · - - · Thi::; tine ~he 
smell as e J ~"" c ~ad p -- ~ent, ai i ,g ""he e)eS wa•e somewh-t. The 
pat;e, ~s a 1 l h ~ tr e _v t -ir mas~s fo a couple cf h urs A"" le gth 
"-1-.e shelling d'ed do·~ and ,e -re ab!e t- tur ~~t ""- breai fas"" ith 
most of ""he ga ~= e. Du in~ ""he o~ i g e ... _ had god any gas 
-ases c-me A d -- era1 dea""... ... ,e been epc te.:!. Al._ ~e"" ... e1 it a.s 
a weird and meet unpleasan"" experience one could well wish to have. 

8 January 1917. Ar as. n the -,;,gh""s of ~he At~ -nd 5th the Huns 
treated us to an-•he bomba,dment c~ . ~as she1 !s. On th_ ight f the 
5"-... theJ sent c--e .... go_d a .... ) big shel ! as "1e 1 1 On bu st .:n the 
st eet just opposi"-e ~ur ... se d - .:ouple o~ gas shell::; fell ·n the 
== ·"-y~rd of the h-s..,i"-al hich .:s ju~t bah! dour house. F - · ab- t 
1/2 an hour or so e etired into the cell A ~ood many buildings 
were st u:k and a ::cupl~ -f gas cases ::ome i , b ton the whole not 

er.,. much damage as done. 

1! February 191...,. A1 r s. 'Je h e ~.3.ller into such a regular rou+ine 
+~a"" I ha' - -I ss+ ~- g """"en abo-"" 1aking an entvJ i y diaYJ• 1J 
ha •e e,e· ... _en = le, g in - c spot since we -ame tc Fran:e ad 
f t atel~ I d- •t "-h"nt we ha_ ever been more :omfor""able. Three 
weeks ag'.: a ::ol_. src:11-' _ame, she. ed in with a hea J !.a.l! ~ snm. 
After this the ea""her ::;ettled down into a steady f. cst,with clear 
~ ,;,gh"" da~::;. I""~· t ~Jeryone prefers this t- the wet and slush which 
is the usual thin~ he e, both winter and summer. For the last 3 weeks 
my principle job has been +he charge of a wor~ing pa tJ, where we are 
con erting some d ~ o"" about 1000 yards behind th- f~~n• line, fc. 
use as-.-. Ad,an:ed D·ess:ng Station. It is qui""e i te1e::;ting a::; I ... a e 
had ""o cut ar•ous roads through the ruins of a village to get to it, 
and fit up +he interior wit~ racks for stretchers. They are fine 
dug-outs going 60 feet or more into a hillside, sc that they will be 
qu•te immune ~ om ""he ... ea iest sized shells. Near this pla:e I 
dis=~- eA s imm•ng bath which i ab~u+ 5n ~- d::; 1 g and about 30 
ya-ds irl._ 1 and ""~er_ on m) way hcme each even.: g I ha,e been ~ble to 
h-'"" g _-d ~'a""- P is rather a cu •c,us e .. ,pe ien:e t be siating s:, 
ear ""he ~ton"" 1,;,ne. All s-rts z miss.:les ha,e 1 ted - the ·ce t 
a ious ""im~~- N" and again when the B-sch anti-a,;, L aft bdtte ies 

open on =n- o# -u pl ar,es, there : c,mes a shcwe"' of high expl ~ si ve 
shell. ~ere ave pieces of -11 sizes and as they c~me - ~c..,ing down, 
they ma ',:e h .... Tlming 2ises o~ , arying pitch. So when ::ne ::; e +he shell 
· _, ~t, and a few seconds 1 ater a _or-t o~ band app cac:.t~ .:ng from above, 
_ e is wise to +at_ L~ ,er. Bullet- ::ome ~ .~ r too, mostly from fighting 
plane~, b .... t occasion~lly from the front. • e day a "dud" anti-aircraft 
shell pitched in""o the bank while some of us we, e busy mai ,;,~g a hol~ i. 
the i~e to see h~ thi,:k .:t was. The no~se of our bl-ws drowned the 
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!ts appr ach ntil ~odge. ~ow_ e r ·at::. e 

e all -'"he::;.e -'"hi1 ~~ -s - -t"'"e c"' c~u-se. 1 ays 
ei"'"h cc ::.ng _, g-; ~ o~e·head at -'"hat di~tan_e I om t~ .,.~ nches and 
g g - · g of"' t od~ oment -11 vou nd. Du ing u s"'"ay the Bo- h has 
occ sionall 1 hcmba~rled th ba ter ies around the h c ::;...,it 1, bu~ so far, 
thv gh 3 o e lar,ded 'o/ c 1 close t- the bu.;.1d,;. g, none t.a e 
act u a!l¥ ~-"'" i'. rday o ,e strucl wall quite close by where 
un "'or "'"ur --'"e1y p.:i ~; "'=apper ::;. a"'" 1or k ad 1""7 ,..f them were 

·~un d_d. 'Jh ery nice has been t• t Ge ·ges' batter., is 
cl::;., n d h ,e se q u i"'"e l t of one He .a~ now 
e,en closer +h~"'" he wa~ befo e, so that their mess is only about 

.i~ ... t~s al J • 

")"') F"eb ua,..y 1917. C!.J. Nich~!as. T-day we got our marching -·ders and 4,4, .., . 
had "'"o vacate our pl ... asan"'" abode and made (C•C•m for the ambulance o"' the 
tJT t""-. ..,s, ,h; h ha::;. h=e 11-·"'" ed ,..ar"'" _, -F "'"'1e a e~ we origin l ly 
-·ccupier The -: n ..,ar"'" o"' -'"he ambulanc has moverl into ta"'" was 
athe a fine C~at e:a n "'" f the Cathedral of A- as. I h .. e come " 

-ith Capt. .,._ he "'" "'" 1; e i -'"he d ug-ou"'"s I h~ e t. e~ pveparing -'or 
some wee~s ~as+. Wear- really most comf rtable indeed. Part of the 
end - 1 one of the du~-outs h s been partiti-ned -ff, int~ a cosy little 
·oom, !it •i h elec"'" ic l"gh ... , and 1, ed ith hessian. The1e is a nice 
"'ire-place i ne c- ne, +he eh:. e 1 o~ hich :s conducted into an 
adjoi in~ e11, -f one --' -'"he hoses ~n "'-he hill abo,e. I am no~ to 
get th p!~c~ ~ovking as a::;. ADS, a~d il 1 d~~l wit~ all th- ~s-alti-s 
-'vom ou r sector. The "'"renches ccmmence just outside, but the cars can 
come up at all "'"ime- under co er of the hill to evacuate our cases. 
Tt~.e .~ still lot c "' "'inishing off in the way of fitt,;.ng up the 
dug-uuts for or purposes, hut i time it ought to be .cry nice. I 
h · "'" c go.-~ ,-,-n"'"e1 = who a e w:; r 1, ing well .,. "1~ ,e ab ,ut Q4 bunJ = 
"'or st·etchers -'i~:=hed and il! have ahout 20 m_r e in a fe, days. 
T~- dug-c ts _r ig: -lly made by a New Zealand -'"un elling company 
and "'"aken c e r lat-v _n b 1 184th. Tun rorp. RE ~o are t- occupy 
twc the big until they move and we taJe C'er the whole. 
Joubert and I h e up d mess with the 2 Tun. C-r ps. offi-ers in 
cha ge of this part;. 

24 F"eb,uary 1917. St. ~ichcl s. We -·e ery bu-Y ::;.ettling i n to our 
e ~bode. I ha~ - get acc~modation "'or !00 stret~he s, and am 

still busy fit"'"ing large dug-ou"'" -s a recei,ing oom, where the cases 
will be attended to on ~·ri·al, pr:or to being sent away in the cars. 
There are s:gns of great activit} in all directions. Guns are being 
planted in every possible and impossible sort of position. They are 
all round the mouth~ of our dug-outs, and "'i e across us from all 
directio~s, whils"'" no d~ubt th~ Bcsches will plaster t~e place 41th 
shells. New trenches are bein~ d g and ea~tt made i to a Yegular 
,ar en ,-,.f ::a e- a ,d ..,as- ges. The p epa at ions seem "'ar mo e elab-, ate 
and p~ ~e=~ "'"ha w_ e those fot the Somme. 

26 F"ebr uary 1917. St Nich-las. Stewa "'"'~ b:rthday. We r e making it 
an eAcuse f~r a =or• of little dinne pa,ty i, our l~ttie mess. Two 
tunnelling officers, Jwube,t and myself. Tod I h-s been a lovely 
spring day s r eg- i- th-, b u "'" a busy and g ue -me ::ne for us. We 
had jus"'" f: n i=h-d bvcakfast and ere preparing t see the sicJ and 
begin oL:.r usua1 day's round, when a scared looking c,rderlie came 

un ing i to say th"'" a shell had landed plump into~ working pdrt 1 , 

hich was parading on +he road Just below us. So Joubert and I got 
to work and by l ... ,_h time we had dress~d 25 cases, the great majority 
~r whom wee hor :bly mangled. I had to amputate abo,e the knee in one 
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::a~e. :::,hel! "gf-,1; 0 0 •h_ I :,,i'1~ r 

:::. •:ed 1 he1 e , a 3 
-i n .c. S •he +-_+-~1 # +-his o ~ ::.hell : 31 12 

o•h= s v erJ 1 i~e1J to die from their The were 
the TJ-~:::id~ Scv•ti~h r egiments. The· RMO c am~ in and ga e 

nd. Duri r g •te day thee ~ a good deal of sh~lling bJ th~ 
_ e abie amount o~ aeri l woy J gig ~n. One of OU' 

near here ! n the a~te ~ o and 
f rthet b I n these-to n e;• • 

ri to• o ,1 n pfis ner b :ng t ien 
" s /e ·•e the a r e YetYe~•;ng along quite an 

eAten~:ve f -n•, befw e the 5+-h Arm) ·~e Somme, p r b-~1,. ~s , esul t 
of +-h steady p~e~sur - hie'" ha- been ·~ept .... p "11 the win•ey. 

3 Ma eh 1917. Sa·y-Berlette. On the 28th of rebr uary I h d ~rder~ to 
::ee •he ADMS. He t :::! ~ ·,18 h- i sh:::! &- • a •:- •h cc, a d o~ the CRS 
he, , ol 'a""her that ~c h· d ?'"--ommc ,ded me ~ r •he job to t• e DDMS. I 

e +- mcve ~ver "-he 1 • ~ on •he 1st Ma -h I le~t St. Nich 1 s 
nd came over here. Th posed ~~te is - r 'ce one on the slopes fa 

gen"-1,. 1 ;s:ng h::!1. .,. ~c,un~ Cap". " g o f th- 2'! Highland c-1d. 
amb larce of the 57th Di sion. He had commenced ""he erection o~ the 
hu•s etc. ! . +-.-. ha ·e 30 "'i=--• •:::, and a numbc- -·f arquees and 
ha e •- be able " acco od-+- ~ •- 1200 m~n Th--e wi!l be lots # 
:., e r ' as thi- ·.: quite a, ... w s+-a+-i,: ... · I sh~ll h e ) hands .1ery -"'ull 
~ r so e time to com. 

7 April 1917. Sa i J Bcrlet•_ . ~·nee m) !ast entrJ eh e hod a busy 
mon""h mostly sp- t in endea urirg t~ construct a camp on a ery soft 
si•e, i n t~ ~ ce f r eallJ the ~ t ather we ha,e had; nd ;th 
general sca,cit 7 of ma"erial to ba~~1e one at e,ery turn. The weather 
~ad heen +-h w·::r :::• +-h" ~ ''e h-"e 'iad .., r eg 1.:-r sor"" 
o~ y _•at:on o~ gale:::, snow, sleet, hail and chilling 

inds. So TJeti ,._s the h"'s c n f'ined it ... elf too e -ther 
r ietJ, but n mar,,. d J s d se ~ each v a r- iety al 1 in the 

sp _e ~f 24 hours How_ ,e e ~cw got a camp of sots with 32 
Ni-sen Huts and 30 Marquees, cih will give ace modatio fo about 
1000 men and more a• r h I ha.e "-he Tent :::.ub-sect:ons o# 3 rA's, 
which ep e~ent~ about 5' ad 5 ~fice·s besides i yself and a Lt. 
Qu, "-e ma-ter Sine••. !n c nJunction with •his place we ha e fi••ed 
up 2 lar ge huts i Aubign:, as a C•es Sta+ion ~or 30 o~ficevs. T._ ru 
this I shall have to detach one of~icer and 5 or 6 men. Three days ago 
we bega~ tak: gin case=~ -m 11 the Di i~ions and Troops in our Cor~s 
and have o about 300 in camp. The great shortage of timber has been 
a :::e !o-- handicap '"'S •"- has been doled out so slo ·1~ and in such small 
quanti"-ies th t one has ne - been able to go at job and finish it. 
I~ has b-en a case -f' ~w•ting p ma·eshi~t s•ru~tu es and ta~!ng them 
don agai- d extendi,g as the ma - r ial becomes a vailable. We ha e 
no came n _a r the time Jhen the ne,t great b ttle will b- fought on 
this ~,wn• and e•e yo,e is waiti ng ~or the word tv go. The 
prepa ~tions a r e a stupendous seal-. Though une cannot get 
ahs~l~telJ acc~r ~ig r-= •her e _ e p r cb'"'bl; about 4000 #ield ~un-
and s~ e , hund he ies • - ~r J •le, so tha• nee the) get going, 
a p r _ i b n t in •hi~ a i1 1 be qu i•e mild affai by 
compariso~. There has been heavy gunfire for the 1 t 24 h urs and 
this e ening the bombardment is becom~ng more general and much 
heavier. rortunately the weather has taken a turn for the better, and 
to •ght it :s a beautiful clea moonlig~~ night, with the nip off ost 
in the ai~. Ther e has heen t emendous ai r acti ity the l~Jt few days. 
'Je h,:i e '"' 1 ... ge a- d r -me u:;, and heap of pl es go ing n :ght and 
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!O "r, il 19!7. Sa ., Berlett~. vest .... day ur C::,-ps 'XVII) in 
==rJ _ ca.i- i•h - Cop- :.•her fl - k, a~ .. _::~ d. The ,en wet 

t 5.30 am unde1 # a b-r-a~e fr~m •he mass # ar•111er 1 

The h-,_ •hi i:, s- •J ha e gone -'f like ::1 c' - t~ -nd ~11 ob .;ecti ,es 
"" e- e • - t en ~.. • ~.... e - :: " ho ,. l a id down 'c, .: ... ... ap • e. The -. f # i .: i 1 

ep::, • sta•es this orning that ou · Corps has •at en up to date 3000 
p. i-,_ e s ... -l1..1di 11 ~ 77 .., ... #i ... ers, amor.g ,1hi-h r .. - 11eral h ttal i n 
co ~ de; s. The'"e e .... y fe _ sualt.:es on ei .. her s.;.de ·n as much as 
o~r barrage ~s so eff~::ti ,e tha• the eremy had a._ take to earth and on 
rcg-,;,ni ~ •h- su ·-:: .... •he~ f .~ our men i p-sses=ion. The of#ice 
::a;:• ed state •h -• t-h._ a•ta::' wa-:: a :: _ ,..1 ea.-= s p • ise as the)' had 

n+i-i..,at- d mu.h hea ie h h._. dnen•, befc, e we a::t ally came ove • 
The} wer= there' '"e hle t- f'er an1 o,..po~ition. Yesterday was a 
bri~ht day •h- gh ,;,n~}, but •o a·ds ~ ening it began a.o snow and since 
the ::ontinu~d h .... ~ 1 s~ualls of snow have ~een blowi ,g o~er making it 
ext-emel,1 ::old. 

11 Apri, 1'3 4 7. Say Be let•~. Toda)' has been a awf l a~ eg~ ds 
we-th .... At ,. s• i~ _ined ha·d. The ~i g r ad al,., t~ ~d t leet 
and f'i ally '-ou• .. :dd y ~ h._ - 11y snowstorm which h~s g_-e o si c~, and 
now it is #-~ezir.g The news fro this front is still excellent though 
one is unabl- to g .... • ar 1 c=nnected account. 1a. seems that besides our 
c~ ... s the Canadi- Cor..,- on - U l~#t ad the 6th =~- right - .... the 3 
Sovps so fa 1- _,ved in •he attacl. The Canadi~ s are .epc ted to 
ha, e •ai.-en v~ ,1 •hil-+ th.... 6th Cvrps is also ad, - ::i - g well on the 
so~•h o# the S:: ,..e. The a••~::k 1.: .e ep ~sc t: an onslaught on the 
Ger n Righ... c-1anJ, '-.:, s.. .>e h - +•.at +-'-e F'rench a-e _ .. ta:: 1 i 1g th 
le#t flanJ d r ' Ch ... agne. 

12 ~pri, 1917 Sam .... Place Th .... Corp~ summar 1 annources that up to 5 
pm yesterday our Cor..,s (XV!I) has captured over 3400 prisoners and 5'3 
guns as ell a~ any machine g .... rs - d trench mortars. During the night 
a ~ ea• de~l f = #ell -~d 1a. a:~ i•a.e~l)' ::old. The g oun~ -s 
deep1 1 ::o er~d w~t-h snow. Dr~ g the d~J it ha~ t~awed and driz-led 
-rd ever;t'-·~g is !earf'ully slushy. Up to the ..,resent we '-~11e h-d 
•ema ... ~abl/ #~ patients, but this evening they are streaming in and 
•here must he se,eral ~undred now come in since about 5 pm. It i late 
and the id ha= g=~ up unc~ or .... and it i - raini,g hea11.:ly. The 
c=rditi~r i- # on• .... st be trul 1 horrible and ore wonde~s how the humar 
!•ame can end~re such ha dship. The ma- el i- th=+ we ha e not had 
more cases • de l i•h •han w= have, but ~o doubt t' y will begin• 
st-eam i no. Th~s -,ening I hea that the pa-ty from ou amb lan_e 
unde, Captai Reid 'who has just ome up f', -m Richmond) wh ere a• th 
"W_1~~~g Wo- ded" at A zan have moved forward a.o St. Nicholas and that 
Maj. 0 ower anJ hi~ par• 1 of bear_ s wh were at at ADS i August A end~ 
ha ..... gone f_ atd to - dugout in the ld German front line. This mo•e 

a= e#f &ed ·~ c=pe .:•h an-•'- .... r ~~ta_t •- be made b 1 ou o.: isio • 
5 p .,._ •s a#+-... ·-·on. a~ n.: i=io is ep- ·-d t have dor e splendid' J 

•h oughout and cap•u .... d 11 i•5 objecti es .:n ~plend"d time. Th~ 
-asualties are nat .all 1 #-i l)' ~ea y but up to the present nothing 
like our pre.ious experien:es. The1e is - ve", hea y bombavdment no 
!:lvi g on up Vimy way '11.30 pm). 

Ap il 19!7. S .... 010:e. Tod-1 the bad news -ame d th~ 1: te th t 
po Wels~ had b .... e~ b dl 1 o ded, - ~ !at2 this evening fu-•he· 



~ss-ge ""o sa}' "-h '" '- "'ad beer b --ught .;,nt;::; S .... "1 ·c 1-s and d._d 
+a.. • 1 J ~ - ::, Th"- ;l, b- ~ e-"- h! ~- ~ "Y- ; 
the 
rar 1 s T 

s doubtlJ he s ~he mo-"" != ed ·•i--r ; ._he un·t, by all 
_ad ~ •- ""he p_r"-·: 1 r: h_t i te d going t Arras 

i'-h P..-i gl- +c the funeral. Tc,da)I '"he weath Y Jhough still 
: ·!d, "'as 
"'--~ships 

s'" 'e 

• ~ o d enA. 0
•"- _ "-"-~s- ~ - "'~ e succunb-d --~ the 

- -• +.., p -, -"- ,eel· - '" ing i :: d t.,e ""ot-1 no~ i'"' _ t' 

! i:,se -, ! OOO n.... '"' e 1,,1h:: ! - :, ,.. 1 ... e - 1 • ~ we 11 , ""h ugt-.... h ·d t- =-~e i"""' _ :1-. 1 ge numbets i"-h a, s~eci~, d-g • 

~ .. c ..... = 
+.o i di ,~uals. The _sf om the• ont ~ s been meagre, b + 
~re _ 1 - "" """'a~ th~ 9'-h. Di : .;.on a•te "-hei i:,,ea"" s ~:e ~ o• 

_t day w- e put :n again to capture ""hird ~osition which the 
Di isi:~ • •1e~ ""- d- ~~d th-"- """'ey t · - h~ e sf'- ed ~e ily. 

T~;- - i-'=' ! l=:"t _ l.1 it ... P. la'l 1 • 191-,. ~- B- !-"""::e J 

· d '-h '" 1Jelsh ' d b .... en to~ se i ... s 1 J 

~-mp- ,, - d had died "-he -h- + 10 
h:-rs l~""e..-, (2 am -• t"-e •3t"-' A ·angem~ t_ t--d been made fo· hi-

f\l!.:"'ol · s, e ,F .-. 

... e • :J ""h Pl\P -a 

Ap, il 
St. 

'"o Le b-ought A:wn du..-ing ""' ight, "'ut the road was :o b d t~at 
: - · "'ad been unabl- t: 9-'" "-"'yo gh, so I was obliged +o ret rn, 
wor' h_ e __ o-nti-g -P Fr 11 -:- -· ts :u ~i ision ~ash 

er.1 -=- e e "'a d!i-g in d •:·u - ::, "" "".: 1 = ,.. __ .... · i:h shc•l 1 d 
beve been cap""u -~ "', ""he "-h, a~• - ~hi:h they er J•i n b_:i. 
Tt see1s lilcl, ""'a"":: :a: 1 ""· ~- ~ hcen s: heal}' t~ t e sta,1 b 
ithdrawn. Apar"" f -· local set"'acks the ew along the •ront seems 

~-~d, t~e Cc ps on ei+h_ s:de f ~s dig 1,,1e!l too. 

1.., April 191..,. Sa J Be ,e""'"-· T ~-J other"'= rible da}. A =t- m o-F 
i~d, ::ld -ai and •--z = "" i +_ als A umbe· :f c na quee: 

have beer hlo Ao , -p·""e ~f :or-"-an"" •atigu- p '"ies -t uggli g 
t 'ee,.. the up. Qri g 1 e .:ane e· ~he day b-'or- Jest- d J and sa·d 
'"'1e at""e,,~"" t- ::, t p --~ 'Jelsh'.::, "'-dJ br-ught b-i: 1 t::, St "Ji:h.:,las h ... d 
h~d ""o be aba doned, an~ "'= ~as been buvied so e e ~ nea ""h- R~P 
somewh- e betwe-~ Att~ics an~ Famp UA. I the -onfus:on of t~e battl~ 
one hardlJ ealises that he .;.s gone·~. di"" ill only 'e ·.... piece 
::.u·sel 1es t i:,e""hei- -nee ,: e that we sh-11 fully ealise the los- to 

-•"- ! spi""e o~ all "-he di''ic 1•ie: =• th eathc "":ops 
r ""~ ue + ~ e-- ""he Ge- •a:k all al g the line, nd p~ •ent 1 y 

ithcut the same gr~ t ~ac i~::e t~-"" r~:ur ed ~n the S: 1 _t year. 
However """'ough elati·el, less - ""he cost in :asualties is enormou:, 
as seems i e itable i~ t'":i-::: t.ind of war •are. Th Ge mans too a e 
los·ng hea ily in ~11 ~h-ir c_u ""er--"""" ck=. Th·s i: - eallJ • 1 

""r) • c!i a""e. ~~e•e 1-.-s ne~r been mo e ""h f~ '":our 
•espi""- •·o "-he =s"" i"t-!erabl= eather - ~ ~ne wonders th=t 
suffi-ient men can i e it t= carrJ on the fight.;, g. Here we keep 
•a· ly busJ, d a""+:. es"' A 1 .1 1000 nen i~ =a p. 

21 Apr:l 1917. SQ J Berl tt_. T~- =-""he ~ontinued ile _ +'":e 18th 
-nd 19th, b - ~ t_ k a tu~ •- the bet"-el .,-ste daJ ,d seem= t._. be 
improvinla'. '.::.' · ,lC- ""hen the, - h~s been .:; g:,od d~-1 f b _mb din'l:, in 
rl - e=, h t a 1 l! ; ""h- ad - c_. T _nigh+ h-1e _ th-re ip 
""emend- s - ~ erJ ~ t d-d b=mb ~ ~ g ing on all al-ni:, '-he li 

_a- _=, and um: h s i"" th-t a e y = tended as_a It ·s • 
made along the whole o• our f, ont and a great pat-• ~he French. 

r -- tai-ly i• l;::;oks e y e~""ended frcm here and huge f!ash-~ are sho ing 
up right along the horizon. 

23 Ap - il 1 91,. Say Berlette. All Jesterday and 1 st nigt-"" a hea y 
b~ "'-rdme t h-s gone r, b"" -'- abo"" 5.25 a th-r as~ sudden ~:-e 



'3'3 
wh_r_ t""':usa ~.:: # #" 1 d g ""': _d : p i... •-· +""' a•'- '· ~- • 
':'5 : -_•es th- _ .::.,,id #:r , .., ! .., ,. sup.., .. , e .,·•""'i. g 1 ·t~e it 
""' s been d.:.nc; be#.:. - • There was ju-t - e c-:· • in __ a:; ar d ,ight., r .. a 

h::::""' set up a ~thmi .. quiver in •he eart""', fel• and lmost _een even 
at •""'is d:st e bet-.: d •he 1 ine -:ab:::,ut 1:2 miles no ) • The ... ar as so 
C +.; :; ...... t # ::- •:,e I b-~a • thint i• as con - ., # lor .... ie=> 

:+h +h ... e g.; - __ P ;-i g ,; __ • c •_:d- .. ., ""' • d I g • p t- -t 

s e O and -""'- •i--. ·:; --a, ., •he fi ld ~ n a~ •t e deepe • d 
'- ., ap;..., h _ la# c# .... _ h - ies s ... r , ted :n • b} •he les:: , ~-__ ..., 

frequent -. ashes # t""'e "lo -•...--us "Hows" and "1'-1- al G ns" o# 12 inches 
ar -t ..., S.., #'-A t'-- e is a:: ...... a•- e,1s f l t""'a .::.tta:::k h-s !:#one 
be} A •h • ~ 0 1 e ea e d-i-!:# well. 

2 7 '\p,,..i, 1'3!7. ~-., Be 1:::•+_ , "t 1-""~ - Wc:a,., e "1ad - spell c~ quit 
decen• eathe·. .-_, ,. ~ays t• _ e '1-:: b_ o r-i al-'h gt- ;.t f 

- ai ed c - 1 d. Th- •tac 1 •h; •.; me was - :::f-' ,::r e s•- ongl., c,pposed, 
- d ""'a_ • d - - :::ed ve -., #-, ""'• i~~ sl g~•er s_err- +- ~a h~en 
enormou:; as the Huns :::ou •er at•acked i m-sses, and wee mowed do - by 
-~ artil!~., a~ f st s tl-., .. a Som- o~ uur Bri!:# d~- h e 
Su##ered he~vy 1 sse5 in ~ illed ard ~ ;.sone's among th,& SA Bde. ~re 
h_ : 1 ., •h- ...... ~ r:::s• On·~ who! he e r •he .... esu!•s see t- have 
bee- sa~i-fa .. •ory. ~1 sec•;~ has o-..1e .... - tor-Joi the in bod.,, but 
T o-..,e · -A t- e . ... :::h_ ~~ c# •h.;_ c-mp -- l~1g - ..1.; ~ 

,enains • th _ C-r~~- Ye-~erday •he Su·geon General isited the camp 
-· d seemed well :;-tis#ied it""' tf-'e wa) t in~s e .... e goi 19. Ther::: i~ an 
ae,odrome close to •his camp and it has been very interest:ng seeing 
tt,e ar ious types of ... ach ine- .::.• ::: lost:: '-tu ters and seeing ::ometh. ing of 
...... en anA hea,..;ng o# the:r expl-i•::. We~ e seen see 1 e·:::iting 
a:- figh+s, o e tc k .., 1 a:::~ two ..ta)- a~- -• a :::- me• s ""'eigh• -""'-ve 
h~ads. A la ge ~ - ""'!e t ~c•::,r 'un machine came eve at g-eat heig""'t 
.., 'S ~A hy s .- 11 c e o# - r ...... !:#~ _,, ""'-eh: Sc ""'i~h a~=~·~ +h • 
it was only just p-ss~""'l- tc see hi with the n ided eye, ~ft-r 
lv .. ati 'la# ~i i•""' the ~!-~s. Th~ t md:::'1: es::: -n•ua!l., disappea;ed 
.,,..om le and wh t happened e entuall., I don't k~ow, ~ cept tha• ! see 
· ·he ~apev_ ~""'.::.t - 4 _ ...... e sweri g ·- -'he de::-,:~ti_ ~# ·hi
~e, was b-ought down. 

! M=., 1'317 S y B~ 1 ~•te The we •her is hold. ~ fi~ - i wonde ful 
:::-.-.+ st to +he ..,re-ed: g me •hs ., ise-y. 1• makes an immense 
di#ference to •he app:::~.an=e cf •he county. Yesterday ou Di ision 
m_ ~d into the line vn:::e ~re d d~ ing the da) the new:; eached that 
C•Llr ADMS Col or.e! S)I .... ::. ha.., beer t i 11 ed. It appe-r s that he a
• ~l k i g -1- g a =-ad • # - behi d •""'e # on• l:.re, he he as stru::: 1 

b) a shell a-d 'q,ed ite was eviden•ly b) himsel# as his body -s 
f d 1-•er on b., a ..,a.-of:y -.# gun ers. He :11 be a g eat loss•:::, our 
Di ision as he ~st .. ap h!e man and c·., :h 1:Jed by al! unde 
his :::omman_ . Ou,,.. Di i:;i_ d espe:::ially -ur Bde. is con-iderab!y 
~~pleted. " Br·~Qd- ha= gone in onl~ one Batt . st ng, the remnants 
o~ •he other Batts. b-i ,g ~ormed i•h fatigue pa •ies o# stret:::he, 
be-,ers, ammun:+i ~ s e•c. Th~/~ e att--J: g -ome ery =• o g 
P -i•ions th ~• ""'- e he!~ ou• agairs• frequert ss-ults up t- the 
present, s _ 7 a# -id -, 5-Cn •h- ~co 9th will bes~ deplet d s 
t _q ~re a long pe ! d -# est · _' t -ining be!o - it i:. fit to cc,me 
: to t'ie 1.:ne ag Th "s ~:ue cur amb .... lan:e has gor- i ith the 
ri is;.on to lvok a#te t _ e.acuation of the wounded f om the forward 
P -iti .. s and ~11 ~cub•less h pan arduous time, t'iough probably n~t 
~e~'ly a5 1- g a c + as b #ere. 

1 '3 ! ..,. . ., Be let•_. The Weathe' s•ill 1 ds g~od. .,. d-., •here 



1 l'IO 
ost t _ en~o-= b= h d _ ~ i ~ g c-=· Re~c • ' ~s i 4 4 h~t thi

i = g 8 : g a 1 - g - a}' .. ., • '"'e h O 1 e -· I • he t) i •. sh fr - • and C ... r t = :. I .1 y 
:.• s-unds ore e>•en-i e 4 h t a-.1thi.g be"o1 The~ o d shake:; .i~t.~ 
hack here ard e - e 12 miles mor= 1 ,om t~e act .... al front line, 
·h gh 0# +h_ ~ - -· ~·- about 1

" 
. , 
........ _ ..... J. 

8 M - ., 1917. !; ., 0 - 1 e .. •e A- -ttact, s 1 ;:'":ed ag in -:-"':--1:, n +-'"'-
1 ~ 1 ~he 4•h., ar• s- _, #·e - 'igh•• g ·~-t pl :e i;:h 

ne:th= side g-i- d a .1 ad 6 ge, s ' s - p • a
= _e ed On ,•h "1~ i •h~ d• i-~ ~n 1 •he 1 - + ard 4th. a mies 
ga: ed gr und, but on •he wh;:,1 e th ... , es ... ! ts ::annot t. _ • e beer up tc, 
e-p-ctat~ - s. s_ - _f 4 h_ ~· ~so e,s tak -• ~-d that •he) ~ mas-ed 
,ead.1 to a•t-::k b •t •h-+ ~ - ~t =~ h~d an•i-i~a+ed the: shy 2 h rs, 
so i• !=-~= ., -h •ho gh -.t•-.-t had heer meant mo,e as -

e o# b _ ki ~ ~~ +hei~ #4' - si -, •;:h •• seem- •o ha - don~ most 
::::::"# •• el.)'• Th_ e '= - ,-.4' ., _.t• er "'en-•'- _ our " n•, 
"u •"1e, north 

13 Ma} 1917. 

19 Ma} !9!~. e-., Be I-•·-· Si e I Jr-te !as• - lot of despe.ate 
"ighti g has ~ -e f-r special posit! s. Atta-ks and 
::ounter--~• =~ h~ ~ # 1low d • apid =uc-ess•on s- .. ha+ it ~as been 
di##ic .... l+- •o ''""O h:-t- •s eally •he po-i+i::: The c_ ~s communique 
itself h-~ 9-· = all., been content with sayi g •hat "the positio 
remai s sew e • •he cen• e" ~ Jher- er e!se ·~->e h-s been spe:::.al 
act:. :. t}'. The ai p : ints ha e been the Chemical ~'':' Ls which 1 ie 
bet een Ro~ux and Ga el!- and no• 4'ar I c-am~-·u ... whi_h +og=ther with 
fr --nl d Ui!l # the names _ ~tan•iy =ntioned ~s ha i g bein~ 
either -e ·ti.' e los• f- _ ~ J •c· day ''c cl • +o ha11e eased the 
Ge -.-.s immense 1 sses i, the=e cperati~ns d the} d the ame. ! 
can't imagi e th e ea- be ::h di"ference i- +hi~ espe::t. Our 
- h !- _e is t r~s• now i+h th Di isicn, h•::h I taJ:::::: i• will be 
training and e- ganisi,g after the many m-nths •hey ha e been almos+ 
-= -tantl., ~ t~- 4' ont line; ~nd !atterl., very much depl-teJ b., t~~ 
mar, and fur'ous a~tacts they ha e been engaged in I heard "~om 
George ye=•erd-., ad 2 ~a,s p e, iously. He~ ems w~11 b t ~sheen 
•h -, gh a ve / :;•i"' •:me. Hi= b +-+-e y C- ma""der and anothe e e 
~~lied ~d tte Adj ta+ ~unded, tha• he s .ow Adjutant I am 
h-~·ng "1e ay be able •o:: e a}' ad rest f-r a "ew days ith me. 

25 ~a}' 1917. S ~ Be le+t~. The 5!st Di i=ion who t ~ ou pla:::- in 
th~ l~ne h= c h-d a lot _f fierce fighting, during the prucess of 
::apturing and consolidating ou #-ont. All the impor~ant points such 
as •h Ch-m:.:al ',fo rl s, c:-amp-- , tc. a e • .., hand:: - d d.::ln Ji 

beci:,ming me ... - sec e, i+h the e:,t::eption of part of Greenland Hill. On 
•h2 h~le +h "igh•i g h subsi~e~ ve y mu::~ d h •h sides seem 
content ·~ s-cu-- themsel ,es here the.1 are. Qff•::ers wh ha e ::ome 
d::,wr latel.,· sea, •hat .... 1;1ene ! positic•n is .,er .1 e--•L,,#a;:t-.,., e 
domina~e al 1 the !::f ound i, :. vnt _f ~, ""- th..,.• - are ~n a ve , 
" o able posi•ic , fa ~ wo Jing up arothE big attack -t sorr- 4', tu 
da•= L •~1., I h - seen q i+e a 1-+ =f - fl.,ing squadrons r-

h:::::: and ~a e he A an~ i •--e •ing tales. L J• e eni g I met a ni::= 
"e1 lc ::--11 dB- :•·• ~ . He t _:!.~ me he had tw:.c.:.. be n ...,h:,+ do.in b.)' 

L 1 2 i, the recent #ighting. o~ one occasion he was attacked by 2 
Hun ~.s•-d _h:.~es whi _. are thei, "astest and best. They far 
ou•=Iassed h:s ma-'"'~n~ s ~I' _gh ~e was 3 miles behind the Hun l~ne~ 
~e had ' die 1 +he ~h, p ~~ ed by t"1e to the groun~. He 
m--n::-~_A • 1 -nd = :::_es::;f', 11.,, bo_t '.J :, s behi....,d •h- Ger ... a,, lines 



u 
h 

101 
~bser - .h •co ' ch:n - ~ n s 0 #~ the! r d 

ke •h.._: :lJ h a - l • Tn ., ; g •h-.1 .... amc C' 5S 

the yilw• Jnd ob~e1 e lyi ~ d-ad beside ~t, hict ha,., 
f o 3 da7 s. Th-J secul'ed the "den•U;., ...,# t.he mach: n e and 

-• -~a;n. TheJ ere then attacl.ed b 7 a patr ...,l .... # 8 
•~ J ~1:~~· i•h ~he:r m ~hie guns, and fi allJ 

,._ __ ga; .! ine, arr g the C!:m di - -· Th in~ r m t: c 
eY~ able• ~i 1 d •h~ Canadian~ t : t~ ck •he ne. t mo'ning 

make a co~s: erable advance in tha• pa•-' •he li n e. 0 ·h~ 
eek later he was o er tahia g ph-t g aphs when 

Ge I' man s O 'a::. b 2 :::. t d p 1 e .j ' ... d • h : s • : h i -
·th bulle~s and all •he ;nst,uments -n h:_ 

H .... • -t ~ spi n ing di v'"' d c ash ,., ~ th_ g l" ounr-4 
th_ snappi ~ n • o ~us• at his seat nd lett:n g him #~11 
uni.; • the gr ur.d ab t140 7 ~.J-in f•...,n #"'~eGei' m n ;n . 
Uis bse e n d •h • o 1 e- u# "'he ach; e !le~ i n to shell 
holes. Th~J weie -# course immediately swept b., the #i,e 0

1 numerous 
-- ,:hinc guns n d 1 u..1 -he1 1 holes t i 11 dus~- when they managed again 
~o get bac'' • 1 ines. After showing all about his ma-::hin he t o k 

e # r a #1., ! h~ e had. T~_ Jgh s~mewha• h r eezy it as 
a gl...,ri..., s ounted th achine I s t in th-
b=e' _ •- "=--~y:+", q ite -- ., circu 'ar well •he• ~,, J ust 

behind the pi!o• . The fi'st th: g is •c get the engine going pYoperly, 
wh:ch is doe b 7 p::.~~; ~ d coup!•-' bl cks in front ~ the · ~heels 
wh:1:::.• a ~up 1 e f men st ady •he :n~s. T~e pilot then gets the 
engine -unning up t o ~ar'y its 1 11 spe-d, and 1h - sa~is#ied th • al 1 

is r igt,•, ave_ • +he en .Jh iy th_ b 1 ,: i's awa 7 Th_ eh ine i -
-~ free ~~d as •he eng•ne g ther:::. speed it begi s ~o r un a'ong the 
g'c,u d ;•h i•... • il scrapi ~ ;:; a s l! - ,id. r:-- d .... ho t "'is• ce, 
as +.he Spee~ ; c _ases he tail ises, 3nd the ma hine ~ow uns along 
on its two wheels, t;l i• ha~ gathered up its #lyi; ~~eed. Up to 
this tim~ the Syeed seemed •remendous and then we lef~ the ground, and 

- w •he achine r _de ~ i•~ ~ - h'J ,d ~he ~i~he' we got the =Iowe' we 
seemed t · g. Th~ seats i- this m- c t i n e ere s- cl se •ha• bJ dint of 
sL ~+; g enc disjoi t d = er:::.a•ion, in sp:+_ ~, ~h-
rush o~ the -ir. -s a beauti~u l clear sunny e vening, and the 
c.., ~t r J bel e 1 .,, i its new coat of f-esh green •ha has 
burs• forth in th~ fo~t ight. We rose qwic~1 1 ~o 2000 f et and 
then #1- ad- •he line. ~ om th,t height one g~t - splended v iew. 
We passed ,er Aubigny ~ve in-Capel!e, -ntil we were .eavl; ve1 th~ 
t': 1e' at M"'" n!: St. El-::,. ~vo this y':i • •e c ... ult:4 S · e .... 1 1 the net <2-k 
~f •renches o# ors and th~ German _ld positions n d on beyond the 
bar-, b - , shell r idd!ed and t ampled apea whe•e •he fighting is 
still going on. ttere the pilot did a #ai 1~ steep ban~ followed by a 
d" e ju~t to let me see what i• was like, and then h~ began to climb 
again a. d in a ver J short t: 1e we e 5000 feet up. The earth 1 .,ot,._d 
liJe one o# •h...,=e model es+a•es, -~h =~#neat li•tle t _es along 
~h- 1•_ li-e of ·-ds, A •he il!age~ dc~te~ ab de 1: 1 e smal 1 

neat ·-dels i n c '4h__,ar d . "• +.'-":::. -1 ati I we each-d .. he e od'o 
a ay d-~n b-' l...,oJ: ~ _r., sm !l, though it :- re-lly 'e J 

la ge one I f r ien~ •h_n ~ in•-d i• o • d _id "I am going 
de now". T~e achin - dipy d do n in a g r eat ~~eep r eaching a speed 
~# 110 "iles per hour n•~l we must hav~ t-en about 1500 fee• o#f t~
g•cund. Then e b- k-d o er ~nd swept round and down i, a gra eful 
s1eep i~to +he aer~drome a~d ;:;n to the g'~w d wi•h such gen•leness th t 
it w- - onlJ •he bumping of the machine o er t~e s,v~ace that let me 
' n _ e _r '._ 11 7 ..m •- 'i m- g"'i r • We ere onlJ a ay ~bout 20 
minutes or so but as th- mach;ne as never go i 1g less than about 75 
m.~.h· e h d co ered q~·~.... '· e :::.t,etch o' -~untrj. The e~se ith 



hi h this 
1

_ g 
be.,, re b o - d 
"j,:·.., -""!:I II 

th~ g·e ... ~ 
,:;f +he 
.j ... dgemen+ 
- _ep .:- ~ d .... w s 
+h ;lling e~p~v:ence, 

+he-. T h~ ........ 
+-. the 28th. 

12 T e 1917. 
#r 
+h ... C 

Ma} 28 + - T 

,c, ossing g orl 
""et-t.:. n g a li"'+ 
those .~ -

y e+-_ +h~ ... 
•hose whc haA be-

/e as s-· -. 
sect ion h .., 

I go.. bac', 
wh.ich wa •he 
somewhere j u -+ nor •h 
# C- _.,, our 1 ~r e . On 
Ge vgo, who as 
+h t mo ing t 
b u + am t yin~ t-

. 102 
h s·tt ·n\:I 

in .. um n•s, and +h 
di~ -_th ing, n~ 1 .. 

·l, and o f ... ourse ~a~ . One 
seemed ~ h •he ri:=t~ o.,, 

.... 
~ • h .: ~ ... o ... 1 rl ;:;., 

an=! ! , th 

.:. •t th.:s 

on 

mas ive 
as 

~ un + ... 

th"ng 
- m_ . .:" "" -. # the ._. I 

nd am Li-

or - "r o 1 -~ e • +end: g 
l ~h~ hole t.:me and 

joy, ey I as l u ck, in 
e h r e !. 2 1 '2 hot..r s, whils+-

d~ a 1 
1

~ 24 hcurs. I found on 
w ~+he~ 1 1 n f'ice s left, ~"' 
~ departu e, ard h_ s d_v =rders +o 

t me . C!l "'he ...,e. s n n ! _ cep+ my 
It was rr"day _,ening <the 8th.) 

s a .. r e e d--s b h_ dmen+ ir p·ogress, 
-i mile - u te -a tack bJ •he Huns, 
The-++ c• pro =~ quj+~ ~v it!es= in the 

! • Boulongue ! +- r i=d t get in touch with 
~amp at Equiben, but I w-s told he h~d le"'+ 

Qu:t_ wi..ev_ they r e ,ow I don'"' k ow 

20 J ne 19!'. Sa J Be let+e. Th_ eather thi- s c Y l= wonderfu ll 1 

d•"'ferer.t to what .:t wa= last. E\en -ince the ab up+ chany .:. n April 
i+ has r emained b r igh+ and arm, n + t say hot a t times . Th e_ ~, 
•a• n ha- heen o"' th n d- r sh wers of sh-·t du ,+ion. Bu+ sc 
ell soa~ed w s +he~ ou d h 1 +h_ c .n +·~ s wet "'la~+ Summe nd 

1 , ost 0 1 "'~e wi n t r f ll o werl bJ s , that "'he cops sh 
1 :.a..-tle slg, o"' •:, n ~ .,, moi..:ture. There ar no signs of 
Di· ision leaving this Cor...,s ~o I suppose I m t ~emair on. This is 
the !on~c=t spe!l I ha~ had in an, onL ..,lace =ince th war begar, - 1d 
it has been q ite a i~e plac- +o be .:.n. I s+ill n wo d.,, om 
Gec..-ge. I '"'ope + '"'ear ~-...., h• an 1 day nc '" r ,ge 
meeting. 

28 J e 1917. Sa I Berlette. Vest rday I h d occasion t i-it 
Sapign·es whe-e •he Red Cr~ss ha thei. So ·~e· n Dep +. The jou~n=y 
was mos+ interesting as i+ tooL -s •hrough th- greater part of the 
c=~-trJ acated by +hL Germans:~ ~eb ua y last. rrom here we went by 
A· esnes-La-Cvmt to Bien· illers-Au-Bois wh.:.ch was original 1, just 
behi ~ the !i, ~v +he de "'c' B-cquo~ which wa= a 
illage ard c • =spending position behind the 

_, d '3e1 =-= •er 1 :;1 wt J th gh •he lines and 
walk good o~ a; = +h ·oad ~as e y much cut up and 

oc~ d b ; +11-. = gh 1 ~ 1:nes there was the usual maze 
f i+s 1••ter ~e :al scatteted all o er the 

~la_e and +11-._ ~an~le i _ on+ fr:ng.:.ng -man= l d. 
Then +'"'~ i e --me in s~ght . +.,i='-e and m-, regularly 
placed +h- Al 1 +11-.e buildings in the illage:; behind their lines 
~e e ,ery m ba•ter ed than those behi n d ours, as one would 
~a+ -11

1 
.,,ot _ sh 11 them er, much mo e tha thcJ do ~ s 

I ~act 7 .,,ew 8.,, +he illages withi, ange of our guns, could h ve 
b~e ~ uc'"' ... ~- to +he Germans -s billet= and=~ tainly could n o~ ~ave 



e ·+a..,... . -

- d 
-de 

a 

Th
n d p 

t r enche= 
+ha 

.... ther 
+heir 

_ ... :::e wa on 
- :d..... i r o t f4'·-

s !'o~l o ft· v~d an.JI t-' t;; + +'"-._ -·'-- ..... !a+i 
' .:.c'- ~ ._e it h s t.een = ept o _ts.:de +he 1 i ,e of :::tak s, car 

+t,e -r1 On eac!- -irle d "p- .:kct-" 0
1 

s~a - • -+ r eg la Th:s s 1 ste 
~r e ad::, ~d vesu!+ s -'Y uh 
be++_ ~n d a 4'a cleaner app - n ._~ +han = 
h a e. e fi~h+·-!;# i, th- e em) + y d ~ 1 p 
duwn t'-e it is eas) d these thing::. 
Thr ...... u gh-ut t'-e ~ fell ... d al 1 t'-e t 't'e:::; along the 
- c ds, onlJ a a emains ~~e • 1 1 ~es being 1 e4'+ 
s+a~rl•ng. Ms+ pp cua d~ n an/+hin g 
~ a /ear t r b+ tw allo i, g the 
t imb.... t..., d :, Ne, cu ! + i at ion had been 

llowed so tha+ r 'ed differe c t 
ether .., t " .:. +h nothin g b + 
o.:--a=>ional clump of ill !;# , +_ br ... k th 
,- ..... otu J n4' -- . .., , spr i n !;#.: :.. .... pall er the 
count/, ~d 4'- r +h_ 4', +ure +h·s o he ... ~e :::+Jle 4' li4'= as 
+a..e Germans '-a e 1 eft n-thi g + h .:.s w J. f"r'=· Bucqu I e 
~ass-d h) a) f Ac'-•e~-L~ Pet·+ Her e +~e people i n 
charge said e co-ld get te~ at Qapaum mad ... up my crder, so 
we ~ shed on ard d ~ l o oJ w+ this f !t is n - ~ mass f 
r~ins principally I should say~ om our 1 ng r - ge ~ s. Ou shells 
ce +ai 1) see - :, ~4'4'ec+I e - rl- - good deal --e d- age +h + th~s 
04' +'-e H Th e ulso seems ace tai amo n t 4' e iden- +ha+ the 
G_r co ..... 'eted +h= r eck-ge bv+ C- s.:rl~ .:ng +h ... a -v n + -4' shelling 
we mus+ d-ne and +hat the Ge mans ha~e since ~one, the am unt 4' 

il4'u l rlamage -. ' ' -+ h '"' ...... d to much. t B p-ume .unrl 
qu .: t~ ~ i-e 0!4'icers r -st, -ons.:.stirg f some large q .c', where we 
were ::er ed i+' + Tl-..e plac2 as' n by +h E.f".C. and ~edz ~~ ld 
be had ta..= e to~. A~ter lea~ing Qapaume we came bacl bJ +h main 'oad 
le~ in~ through A- s. !t as ~ J curi=us ~tter ou 1 g ::ta) i 
AY a- + '- co ing at it fr the Ge side. We passed +hro gh th 
·l! ge o 4' B-a~ is 4'_w .il-me+ es o +s~de A- r as, wh":h ~son 

t~e spots I had often looted ~t i+.h glasse- 4'rom the O.P. ~ George'= 
battery. I only ished I had '-ad time tog~ and e amine some of the 
points e used to puzzle ver. I ho..,e ~c do so one of t'-ese d ys. 
Av,as '-as had ~ood de ~l mo e knoc~i n !;# ab-ut since e lcf•, hut our 
he se : n t'-e ~u d'Amiens ~s st~!l in+act and dces not appe3r to ha•c 
be_- a..:+ ~~~in. U ~ rtu atel 1 I did not know f Georges' her about:: 
or I migh+ have been able o is•+ him. W ar ha i ~ er 1 b u tif 1 

ther th~ wh 1~ . War ~ d s+eamy ith hea J thunder sh weYs ~hi-h 
e ~l- cone i- •ty --n ~:n_d +hemsel•es t ~he ,ight. The 

~eed s~wn ~~ a p-tch for a lawn is sh~wing up ~ell and.: pro ing 
lo ·1 C ~ e J !;#---+ 1 y. Duri g +he laet 4'_ t ,;gh+ I 

4'cund d +· e +o add a ~tage too mess-r v and we 
-l Ye a dy 
the bJ 

+ o er, good ..,e 4'...: r mar. -e~ One b}' +h 27th. f"" and 
"Th:st 1 es" hid is th 9th Di isi.:inal T, UP-· Th 

me '"'"jcJ tf-:es- ccncert~ immen~e!J. 

2 July 191'"7. 
.._he dire~+i_ 

be she~li g 

Say Be lette • 
o4' Lens ha e 

, u !, 
+~= n 'in e 

f"o the previous 3 days the he ~y guns in 
..,ounding away very hea,ily and though 

•'-eJ ea• :+ ~g now . The guns must 
of :omrn •n'c +io in - r1 to embar r as 
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•i..e ai..d ,.. 
SS '"'a 
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mention in 
-•he •he 

C' J 1 J 

Tk~ llen a• 
b- n •"er e 

•o 

I ·-· ., ..... -
seem-d • o be impr-
le ve s or. Th-
b_-ut i ~ ! 

r e a+ - d 

,1 f"I ·1 

slo ly p ress.: n g in 

Be 1-t• 
ad : ar S" 
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~ •ht- 1.•h. 
France. 

VC-• ,., - .,.., .... J..J .. l _. J I-'-

! 
1 

I 
~ 

·-ne and 
·h 
:•h 
Red 

ould 
... 
My 

::,ed t o ;1::• rey +. 
• see George, who has 

JaJs. h bett- an~ ~er ... a·n1, ~ce is ~ ... el in~ lU 

~ on ' -t exp .... ct ~ to get way on he He 
cspi •a1 • ~ 1 f D,.,ul 1 ens ~ q, .. l! 4-e 

Th~ ci.f;_ is ~ t'"'~=~ -1~ +i 
The essenti-1 ~eatur e 

~ ,,~, b ~J thict n ess o f e r •~, and •'"'e 1
~ t~~i~ a ti~ s 

1 "d o -t the -• v ~ c m +he" ••t-men•s '"'e r e ;s 
splend.:d ie ._f •he =ountry a · our,d, i ... h .: that P"" t f "'he ,. ea is 
quite be ... u• i ful Most o~ t~e nc, th f France !.= most nonot nous and 
unlo ely. wall= ~ormed a splendid p omenade ~or the 
... ~· :ents 
and at 
There is 
_ounds + "'ay 
'"'OW been taker 

r ,:~ - ... al! dar •i e e +he, 
-nd"ng ie\ ...,~ •he ccun• r J r ound 

,., a C- d Len- and:.• 
-rmy, r umou hls i+ h~s 

nd is being relie ed br the 
~rench ard ou,sel e ~ . It seem t ~ t ~· had got into a chaotic st •e nd 
that ==o es of 
go_d J -~ t"~ 
~vance. The ~ e 
•roops . ' 1e hea-
be•ter • .: ed 
the a ·'"'ic~ b;,: 
soon be taking thei 
taken o er sev e al 
abo_t ge+•i g - :~e 

des-r"ing and gcing over t o the Huns . o 
b being ~er• bacl aj 1 bour er~ :n 

eh "'eligh+ed bJ the arr· -1 f Americ 
ar .... q i•e su~•icientl~ • -i n d -d · fact 
•he Al 1 ied t'oc~s wer- a• •he begi nn ing ~ 

Q, is n ... t saying much and th t the, ill ery 
p!ace ~n tt 1 i .c. The medical Co: p"" h a e -l y d}
hospi+als, and any of thei r M.O's aYe -=~·· d 

.f.:hing= are dcne. 

!O Ju1, 1917. Sa, Be let.f;c. v--te da} T s -~t n:-h A• s e Erne=• 
vide in•~ •he ~amp. u:s un it has b~en "'own nea' Pe onne fo some •ime 
p t h'"ld: g t .... ._nch s. He is l....1oking ver y i..,el 1, t'"'ough du, ing the 
re ent f;ght.: g an~ speci llJ on Ap. 9t'"'. t~eJ wen• through ~vme 
he r ible h d=h · ..,s n •h1::: shap .... ...,~ .... _. 1 g abo • · . th ... t ful .. eathe 
and hav ; ::, t....., :::.leep -ut in •he sr o and rain. They a r e n ow stationed 
a• A~q whe c hs •hi ks th day or ~o, j Th pe • ~ e 
somethi 9 ~ hi m. 1= A m·1~s frw •h:s plac~ Tte 
W-~ther h ""S t--c... s A good any he , shc,wer-, 
wi ds a~ ther ~ ld 

1~ _..._ Jul;/ 19!7. s 
Ernest at Acq. It 
o~f on hoyseba::1., 
·h ough r--

CJ 

as a!l . th 
So chez li-- . -

J 

as 
Be le•te. YesteYda, ! ""ode o er to lunch ith 

a delightful warm day and after lunch we started 
rode, ~cross +o uil len .. -Au-Boi:::. and then on 

Soc.chez. T+ -.- -.s• in+_resting s this 
e e holding a bout this t·me last year 

~ +he valley ~1anked by Vimy Ridge on the 
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-~en in ~. n e. 
:::,.,!en.-1 .. ..1 · i- -·"' 
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.,!ar• g"J n~ 

or~ - d as 
:::1-.el l ,J 1 andi'"'g 
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•05 
~ Not .... _ Dame 
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e ,ie 

I 

' ey 
and the 
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,c;-.... 

i •end ~o i ::, sovn. 

14 J 1 191"7. Sa .1 I -n• ov Y ag""i n + l un h 
i 4 h E~n~s~, an~ 1 ur -!J r:d~. This time we ~ur ed a~ 

' r om u.:11e-=-AL..-'D is a-.-4 •hr-u;h Gt.:.d.1 Se · n ::; ard ~ b-yond 
u-t:, e gai ed +Le t~p ·id~- Bou·ig y, • ur i-g do tLis 

~ich + "'tL N t e Dame dL Lo et~e ridge. 
d ~ ~ ·s d- no .:~ .1, b r ·n~·ng 
_.. .... e .1 e ..1~ This r idg 1 ik "imy t-

been +he sc~ e o"' some ~ '~~hting o"' the ar. Ti-.e~e wee 
huge _eme•ries pacted g:me +~ of wood crosses, where the 
~·en~h sc!d:2 s e e .... On n ~ - snall part.1 cf 
., ~er::: sp_+ti-~ ' o L ++ q -he= whil + 

erhe-d fl ated ~e The 1i e f -
p o .. n t as ve1 1 - - '"'o da7 c mmands a 

f ---h- ur n+ . A a, on _..he le~+ ccul'"' see 
and P .,hilst to l. h- r iyt + - · 1...0 .... ld s -
t~ Doua.: and Camb·ai ith Len ... a~ the cen• l point. 'Jith out 

=-es we ~ !d cc~-l n ~l 1 .1 s~ "'i~u .... es p~ssing 
h= .... i d ....... ~ Ge - ~ . ..1 g o• a -,.,lendid ie I t 

whic .... O - er- i r' i n g. We were r- •i-ul a 
wa_.._ .... i ~ a 6 inch H bomb ~ ding a gr-up of huge t~nks 
:: nnec4.: i.., fac.... J o f so ·~s. It s q i te • te es•.: g 
... se c"'- time ~c:f- ~ f,;, • g pho,1 me.:;sage c ame t the:. 

obser v ing 0
1 'icer. Je ere engrossed in watc in~ this performance h~n 

there as a a_.._..le -f machine fire o erhe-d and we saw~ Get p"ane 
maki ~ ~o t'1e b-"loon v_ use..f "'i-e b llets icL 1 e't: •·ai 1 ~ 

smo~e ~ at ~ e _...,e _f-,:ec_.. s ~ .... ugh _..he p 1 eh d - dd lJ b come 
conne-ted up b, i ·es wi_..h the ball .. m. The firs+ discharge seemed to 
ha,e no effec• but the plane ~ere'"' -"'f and i c!ed up and •hen made a 
"'esh d.;.ve - :-i d o =- or e t " .. =s" shot ou• nd •his +ime e sa a 
littl"' _..cngue o"' flame f! .,.., up o, +i et •tJ o"' the ballocn, and •his in 

"'e ::;econd- sp·ead rapidly ... . a "'ew c e seconds i~h big burst 
::,"' f' c n rl 1-.1-c• sm· •e hal"-o anish1;;:d 1 1-.::1st •he bl- · i ~ 

b~sket went h1~ ! ~ d. M_rc .:f ll.1 +h_ c •he 
b - 110-n , h"-1-. e id n •l.1 1 .1 p + up ~s 
eremy•s a•tent,;.on from Y al OP at whii::h N,:me ~ 

ur plane~ e-r ~~ ti-. f-1, o 'f h-m-
n o d~ubt much deligh,..ed wi Tt .:= i + :· 
•.: e I ha_ been~ i+e cl - se ,.._ a ba1 loo-, ... en tu-kl-d b/ a pl -, a ..1 

hen s how quic 1·1,- and easi 1 y it is done one d es ro+ quite 
the s the" _..as~. The) -e f ~ourse p ~ded ith p • eh te~, 
-t _..he e i- n ot ... eh _..ime ,.._ make up your mind and quit~ e sy _..o ha~e 

the ~lamin~ ball~on cat-· 1 ou up in .:t::; fall. We sut "'or abo + n h 
_r o e •chi g •h.:s cn..1erful scene, which I dor,' ' .. thini I sh 11 



!06 
.: , f' ::- rgc.a. L :: • .I ~-t ba::t h- e, T-o s::.r1 _ a= i,..:,...g # ,. 

d.:- I h-d et h.: ... h_ ~- - := = d-.,, ~ ... L ng see h. 
0 enb o~e da)s, 1""" s g He .:s ith .a.t-e..,. CB~A, wh:::h, 
E ... ' , -.... --
25 Jl I., 1917 S-., Be 1 -t~e. Tt has bee decid-d to cl ~e thi~ 
c- •p, a~ a .e Res,. s.a.a.a.i- has L #o m d • ... .a.Ler f_, d. ! ... seems 

~ · e-t shame ... -~~ ~-::. ~ A, tLQt i... ~s b~ - d-
-- #= .a.able t_ ~-:_... 1 1 :: nd.:~.: # e ... ~_, espe::i l!J as ,.h 
;:.a.Le, p,-::_ is ,., abo ... ,r:,: il ~ ., if ... _.._ Pa ... .:e .... ts wee 
-•-;:::p-d yeste da., a i fL = · der .:11 ;;# d -I!y b ~ sent b -~ +_ 
... h:::i : ,.s .a. eJ be.: #i,. - ...-1 :a> tLc -amp il 1 emp ... ., ::..a.sel# 
T r1a} .a.Le B Se::t i # our " 1 1...l ar,_e wen.a. - '~ to J-in the Headqua -ter s 
bu,. r A :,_ #i !sh up 1hict- ! ,..,p .... ,. - do in abo .. ..teek. Bef- .... 
Ernest 1-f+ ~e and I had a, .a.her :~i ... t- Notre Dame d ... L . e.a.te The 
· ::.e, ag • spl- ~;r1. Th.:- t::. e -.a.::t,er1 - .... 8 · L H-· D-ttery 

t ..... ,.., • Th ... s -::ti g -s ... e:, ::, d 1-. . ... ... ~= ::bs ... _,i ~ .-.,#·::e sa:d 
.a.he b .a.+er,1 h rl 1:, just ::~ed :n.a.:: ~J _ .:+iv'"' -nd C l~ ot Q,,_.ec.a. t': 
~- _::L un ... il .a.he gurs Lad se ... ~led d- After e had .a.h some 
t!me .a.Le Hl ~-... 3 u, 4 shel 1 s o,e- ... r heads, i-h b stab~ ...... 300 
., .... - ...-1 hehi d ... s I = ,...p . se p~,t., 0# 4 added to +Lt-# ·~c 

L - iny p ... .,, t ha,.,e -h - s ~ .... icien ly t-: ake it ort~ shot. 
Ev e=... 1-~· +L;:_ .-lay # 1 1 i ::,• L = ... S· day ... h_ 10th ....... Id Omb . lan- ... 

L.:-L .: , v - ~=d bJ L~ is, ~h- -ommanded .a.he 29th ~A whi-h 
e,... 1 -:::::rt • - ,.._ 9th Di i ... ion, L -s.a.y pe i= ::2. 11hile ... ,-.e 

~f'#i::ers we-e a+ b eak~as.a. : 1- ~e - ell ~it::hed int the -l-house 
li!li g the::- and 2 mess se - ~, ,d ecking the wh - le house o e 
,.he 5 _f•ice sat b ~ 1 fas~ r.a. • '"'earl., 2 h . ur- bef ,_ so,e of them 

e du:., ou+, b ... + mar e 11 _ ... s ... elate ,o one wa~ J,;1 1 ed. L .... 
A -~de-- a~ L .... ~'~a~ h:: er - i.a.L .... #c- qui ... e I- g ti::: ,e· 
1 ge=~ h =er1 - r1 ::L sha~- -nd' ::'ed -bout, h::.!=t C-1. L::: is got 
o#f' itL wound in ,.h_ Lead TheJ - eat a place SE. o# Arras. 

2° Jul., 19! 7 c-., n 1 .... +.a. .a.L ~s... ....d .... ,y war ~a.: , 
bei ~ r-t~e1 h . t d =t .... am) has been a good deal _fa tiller:, 

rk g · in~ :: during .a.he p,...e, ious 2 days, but today all is quiet. The 
#: = ~e- th.... La~ e aged tte ~un Ai tors t come o,e more f'eely. 
Ves ... erd~/ ~ - er ea p -+ .a. e endo - = ~- gh ... . I .... a::+ T 

h n ........ - seen a .:hi-e so Ligh be~-re. ThougL i ... wa- a la ge on, 
it was a mere speck i .a.Le sk, e en when almost .... rhead, and q ite o~t 

# e--h of our ar ... i-ai cra4't. He disappeared going toward the back 
a ea. ~ro~ ~e-e .... ~a E ~ od !ew -f the b lloons dl::ng +h_ line, 

d .... =en ... !y tLe H. s ha e b .... en ding ~=me er, good shooting ,. th~ 
:tL gun th-t sends - ,e., big s~ell. They d not fire often but the 

sh::-+i-g 1s good ad •he ball= aimed -t us al 1 y does -et ai ... to= 
1~ ~ L .... ~: -e C- ing ...-1 Las ........ n g T saw on .... be· g #ir .... d _.._an' 

~•-r ~ •ime th hser ~ump .... ~ o-... and fl-a+.e~ J i hi~ 
p :: ... T,. look a =- e a.a. :: ~ .a.able p -eedin~ ash- s~un;;# 
ab::ut 1 ·te pendulum during hi= descent. I am rapidly getting rid o# 
t . ema,;, .:!er .... ,. e p,ti ,. he1 _ - ,.:! shall p -b.aibl, close b., the 
~1-.a. d be 1

~ a da., o to late,. 

~ ft s ... •~·~ ~ - I !ef't ~ ., " 1-tte .,:sterd ~ aftern-on r1 

,J : ned t'":e amb_ol an~.... '1~ .·.... ! wa_ l u;:: 1 ., i ~e+.a. ing a 1 i #t do, in a 
... :: ... , i'"'g ::a .:,.L ~-.;:... r-~~ • , but unfor•unately L might hate been 
deli .tf~l dri e :;s spc- 1.a. b) ... he bad ...... he • ....~ e. e has b:::en a b d 
b up of the a.a.her w th #lood- of rain and high winds. The #i st 
, ~ & ~~e 1ew "p sh" n ... he north_ _ th- gh on the morniny th~ 
: . • fantr., "en• er". +her ill ... ,1d::ub ... ed 1 y Ser: sl., i t-e..-fer 



c'"'uYc'"'es 
-ults 

'"' a d b-en op 

1 07 
·'"'~ ~=-a•i_ ~ ~- u gh 

g •he ~ a~ +.he 
Th:s pl _e ·s ab t S On 

thi= part I as n o t ltoge+'"'er u d ·= to 
~-d be~n anJ speciQl!J wanton 

.... ~ "' i+. The illagc.:s 
T ·~-s near ~~ s 

.& ...t., it- ,-, + in 
nd the g aves 

S August 191~ Bls. Th;s a~~ng ecpediti n 
hi t t ..... ok me .., some Y, T'J.le fi ~· imp +ant 

po:nt as S il!y Sa·11:- 1 whe ~ie'ce .&ight: g t 
ans u t. ~n~ •'"'~ s'"'cw=d! ~ e J +,_~ __ 
~c - •~ +~e ~ J repc •-d shell ~i r . Th= :1 1 -ges 

b!i•~ •~d - ~ ~·=•i g i_hed '"'J '"'r ic! ~ '"'~i g : gled 
e _~,. Everyt'"'i g ir ~ n ith th:stle~ , p ~p: = r. d 

T'"'e • : ops '"'a e cd .&~rJard a~ une b • par ties o f 
""'e t o '"' ~out. go along you-~ pict e the 

+ e,erywhere ~ ews th grour.d Amm n i•ion 
~.& e ver) car+, idg-- •- '"'-~e shells. -hine 
gun :ar , 1:igon-, p ic 1 - , sh-· e1 -nd b be...t 

i 'e. 1 i+•1e er-:; · ade i ys, a ,d 
o • ~ h an ,, it'"' "Germ3 Sold:~", "Un no British 
S~ldier" Solrlier". He and thee again li~tle groups ith 
the ames full~ ~dentlJ '"'uried by the~. pals, ith steel helmet 
w a y"fle •o spo. In the=~~ ts i+ is - ly ~oss:ble to 
dis+i ~- ish •'"'e n + shell ho!es, h • •he Jho!e .&a e .& the 

a .... •,-, is • o - -P fl..s: £·,..--r., ·'"' Y - e +h~ mo ths 
-.& du~ uts, ~ome -~ by she1 ! bu'sts and -the s - till gaping 
- pe , a ...t al 1 L.l ' • g g uesome. F"t ,.,, +here I passed c +:o Combles 
where the Germans h g on until the F"rench h~d l most q ~·e - rro n ded 
•'"'err d ·~-., n l, had a n _w tr c~ d- n ·~ lley '"'- ~~., • g_t i 
01 out. I •h:s pl-=- I expl-r d a huge du~out made by tJ- amb !~. :es 
o.& s. A 1c~g shaft slo~e...t a,a) down i~to thee 'th and d 
•he... 1,t_ a dei i n g :r +-te c-• o b~ o f Ale R me 
Th,s ""f•e1 ! r '"'de :+'"' Pri ~l..: ar.d •t ADMS u p tJe. 
1 e~t cur "''" r ses i ql!a J an::! wa!',ed e n to Herm:es wher "" La- ic ar,d 
Samps- are mak!ng -~ ADS. ~ o He :es ,e wen~ on ~o Deaic urt. 
Du, i g thi~ part we got ~ good iew -f •he German positions on the 
oppo~ite s"de ~.& wid- shallo ·-lley i the bottom of which r-ns 
~uge ! ·~ pr8::ess of ::o s• r ~·ion, Canal De Nord. The· illages 
oppo-i•e - Y - Ha : co~.t, F"lesqu·eres, 6ra· co y •-Lez-Ha i~co +ad 
f~v+her to the lE the Bo·- de B rlon. The Ger posit,ons here ~re 
reek ed ~ e e~+ ... e e,J we1 1 planned and p wer~ ,,J .&~ tified, whilst 
ours of cour~e arc onl., under ::~ns+ruc•i-n. The ~an~, ~o ms p r t c~ 
th fo r egro n d def c- f .... _ Ge an~. 

15 August 
•he 
+hem 
h t 
from 

, ,.., ...... ~ 

n e o.& •'"'
the pole. 

27 August !917. 
f - _ ~-hiet-Le-Gr a 

e -
'"' i 1 I 

Bus. L st e 
#l .... =h s• r :: l .... 

:::, mes. One 0# 
e e . ... .,, 

'B_ ~-
d 

r s• .. d 
st i:.TI g• 

i g he J +hu 1der st rn passe~ 0 eY 
men's ness •:= i n whic'"' a lumbe ~ 

f;'"'e p o l-~ s shi e r ..;.d int sp 1 : n •ers 
ed 1th ugh th-J e Y'"' on l., a ~e # 

__ t 

- shift to a ~amp at a spot n + far 
ha ... ......... le as y the a SUYpise -s t' 

to S1:::ttl- down here # g d -
h e been ork· g hard + maie 



1 OA 

J s 1 

sh=ll 
.... s 
...... C Ve-•- -d 'J 

C"' " lfQ nc ':'ap• 
ffered me a 1 i ft, 

. s •h 
T We 1 =4'• Le 

T .:::. 1 - e a..e _ .. _ 
, - Mi - -~, 

~I-.~ dt, D= g C 1 

... _~dqu 

+:me • 
d n, oon J 

.atnd b z., 

._,cc I encc. 
,.... er.~~. 1• 
C l'"' 
heing 
•her:; 

carr J 

escort!:!d 
h = 

G.a: mans st i 11 
numer-us 
the state of 
._. .... ite a sh-rt 
the Freeh i~ ... as 

. 

al qui• a 
h.ld:: a bi':;jl ~ 

•he s•a t .:::.1 1 •h-

te:t h " J , 

• r _se • 

came et i, w der, 
The ~ifth has ~o 
Here the fig~•:ng has heen 

e -t•-=t: ~ c- s+- .,J 
PP--'= that ·~:s pi• :~ • ..,•esen• ~ J 'or 1 

h:ch 
el 1. 

e~a ded b~ our HQ) ~ •he posi•: , du t·1 t ~.... my h s d r i e 
t~e Ger mans bacJ, .... _ other Arm~e- cannot go fur r d. The difficulties 
...,f # ~gh• ing i ..,._lg.: a e en me, s .d depe ,d al - t - • i ._l., 
eat• er. The I~-=· b,t o# rain -n su fa ... e, ber,eata.. , :.:• th .... 

level .:. onl., 2 - 3 fee ... , means reducin~ it to impassable mo 
Ta..e -c-d a e ay- ~f :. ~ hea ., t- ~~:- ::ann ot entur~. 
loss-- ere sp •en f ~ b_:ng ev 1 he ~y indeed, nd f r ·~- ac-ount
r h-~r.-1 P :.s :~ r e s-- n o dcub• •ha• H·;e f-:l u e # 
•he 5th Arm} has ... ant s c• a ebu ~f •o •he , a.. 1._ of~ ta..-• 

le:;s the} c .-1 someth:~g e th~ brea' up-~ t ,_ th .... 
wh-le offens:Je up ther e ill end in 1 ailur-. Ye=•._rday end 
fine all day ~ ,hen :• b-g •.., r in #ai r l., t It 

• ·, i d" 1 he 
i ._., s~ y, and ge e1 

II b_L ~ :t_ eno gh 
further •o things and I sho ld not be en+~ 
-~ ~· th 
nort~. On th-
go on 1 -t-r ... 
up h rth. On the 
~ •he D-c r s bro• -rs, a e runr. in~ Tt,e7 e 

Der-, # Dunlop Tyre fam .... "~•er • ·s i• ~-gan to - in nd w 
c had dinne • ia qaaz Bt - -• ar d Lillers to St Pol her = 

._ d r -ve : n sheets o 4' a~ n b cJ by r.., an.-1 Sa.., umi:.;. 

...,f •he 
.., sh ... d 

Aft 
0 . Ill)' 



. 10"3 
ret.... I fo nd 0 • gle h~d r~t urnLd 
,. •ime llhe - T ,I-

I ': •urrt-~ , I 
•hen e came 
figh• l n ::, aro 
zmall gai • 

~.:s di isi-· u t c,f the 
d 11..as h-d a ith big lo~ses and 

30 ~-::,US£ 19!~. 
a:: f'.: 2 1'" =c.: !:; .... 

OLir e 
been pl"'ett,. 

!e- ~ -. 
spi .... e ..,' 

e. 'le =' t 

1 Septembe 191~. 
:.nt r es•i g d1:. 
.._he Bapaume A!ber .... 

.... .. e n igh.._ 
::,Teat se ~e. 
u 

ag~in 

~ T ~ j .... r _ .... urn-d 'om -
ent hy Bi -uc o Yt 

11..as been m _ .... spl 
.._he a,. ~nd · staked ~ 

point -f special i ,•e1es .... 4 us s 

s-1- I.A .... 

the 
now .... ar-ma= ~ar~d all 
posts. The fi ::: .... 
Butte-de-,~rl n-- rt, lies o •11..e lcf• -' th_ ro -d - yo !:J 

t ards 
- 1 1 a 4 .... ac's 
e,1er as 

last, and had su 
m und against which 

a =>ligh• r is-

·- s:de This as .._he f -·sted 
1 a•te - 4 -!:J ~ -' t~= ~ 
as •h- so n-i~ d= wh 

any killed. Th_ Butte i 
h- targe so' a ifl~ r n ge 

at the confluen-e oft 
1 ' .... h grou di!: 

iew ~ o A !i.._.._,_ on 
t , e ::: :: t e f l e c ' - .... -1-11.. ere i ... 11.. r d 1 y a t r c - ' - .1 

.:11ages on which swep ..... ,1-11..at is recognisable. Notices ha e 
b en ~ .... up t s·-1- d but for these i.._ ou!d be 1 O=>t 
inpossible t Sa) e .... ac .... l., wh r a1y g.;,.en illage had been . Ne,-• csl::rg 
t11..c Y --ad .:ame Mar .... i p ... ich on .... h~ , eft and Cour __ l ette n t11..e r .i.ght: and 
Thiep al a lit .... le furthe -ut. Hee e sa~ .... h~ 'em~ins c' 5 _ 6 tanl::: 
:.n .ar i · s 'antastic and la ge c- ss put up -1-c +.he 
A~s .... r al.:ars ho 'e! 1 A.._ L B-is-'!~ whi~h was •hen- .... place 
along .._he r ....,a~, e passed -1-h ·ugh the _ld front 1 ine .... renches, c' the 
time befu, the Somme bat 4 1-. Th count,. is C- et~d al! o - r with 
I.;.ttle hi.._e crosses, here 4 hcy were verJ .._hie'. Hund ed=> t_ L-
s-en a.._ a .._ime, .; s.... he c •he b-· ':, ' the B,...i .... i:::'"' 
s 1~:er 11..-~ b~en s_m .;den .... i'i=d 
~ c L n .... c r, t lmais-

i l 1 ge l .,. , N 

Bt .... te-de-Wa1 Then e passed_ 
L-n~ue 1 W d . La :e 
1 ocat= whe e th""" !1-·u.... had been, 
5-1- -ti n .._here 

up -
f' +.11..e 

h_l es, an~ 

d 

h~gh. 
ecsr 1 ;y 

e 1,. J ly 1~16. ing so 
n ~ weed an~ grass .... t t 

e qlitc rec-gnisable. At .... he 
as !ar~e and ey dens- , N we ery t r ee cut 
of shel 1 s, and ver:, few of the s .... umps are mo e that 

The !:J o ... nd :.:; -=imply a t ur moil oz ,ounds and shel 1 

s Lhick as that ee z&umps are th 1:~~,~ ~ ·•e 



-~ 
~he 

•..>~ 

~ ~he ... 
w 

: en~ 
~ 

I.I 
~ 

M-. 

• a A I 

-=·u' ~r- ... , 

r.f 

~- - M urep 
, ...... • dep 
f" an.-. r::-... 

b., 

ound has 
.:.s s.er -
unin~abi•c:1b! 
ou1 .... s ~ 

taken 

'em - : r ::; , : - ::: ' 

1 4 September 
spending ~he 

nd o, •he 
--rr, "' lea 
o ~ each 
h 

I 

.;ust a 

fo 

wh 

! ! () 
s unJ e ~e - bee 

-'he sp~~ ' e +he) ~ 1 1 . 
ab,e t i~e •if:, ::er+~ 

-nd _h 

d ab 
:,. . t 

LJe 

e 
us o.rer 

s- gallartlJ he,d h:, r, Th-eke ay, ith the 
~he -P~os.:.•e sl~pe, ou•::.:de •i-.e od. 

t.a:d 
the greater 

strL gth.:. men and of~,;,:::e -· 
c tua11 J -elieved ~hem, w-s 
~- L--gLe al t rned ba.t 

Ber f_J a A e~ Woods, 
T,_f: b 'e :::.,i g 

Th.:.s t-ot, 
-• i d~~d have had 

l ~er (si,:) than 
s fo ... t'"'<..: en 
... rt_ep 11 J 

in • h n r•h 

:, . .... 
Th.;.s 

It 
+Jo.""' • • d ... :5""1-ti n, .. d : , , 

- - ,L '-' e 
, 

,-as • o c_me . Tn ~-:::t pl :::es 1 ike D-! i ! 1 e Wvvd 
1 ea• a,. •i-.ey - r e 

Abel Je · ~ i n ed -t 
•--in :.g and spor•z . The 

about 
C: 

e y +: a 
py.:. g! ... 

g 
we 

,... 45 

.h.:.et up• the 12•h 
L •her emai n ed ~i ,e 

anr rl I t'"':n~ 11 were 
• 

or 3 
_ entYained • 

s. ~ "'h~· 
c r ossing and smashed 

s r::- .h-d t- tt .:.:> camp, 
whi:::h ·s qui+- rleas A ~f •urf on the ::: r es• ~ 

a knoll with a~~ d '~U d . We ea see Cassel and 
•he M_ •-Desc-ts . ~~•er f"o r hes nd I went to the Mill 

+ •11 am c-t.. gh , ,hi c rp::. Combined Post ~ ...,, r WaU ing 
ded. This • e ambu l ce ,;,11 • t,e e t w. ~~ r '"' i ·~ 

,d and 
a d 

~ 
~: ..,,. 

getting g~neral idea of how things wee ur, we 
call-d in t~ see o ADMS. Here I found a w,;, e h-d 

(35th) wh::: are still near Bapaume demanding my 
pY'esen-~ 

em.-.i~e .... 
a• 
• 

a •i-1 In i:::h m) e 1 id-n =- - requi ed. ! 
Di. HQ and afterwar ds sa Ccl. Jeff:: at, wh .... 

! .ould n t .... _ s~ ed at present, so T shall t h e 
a~ter the pending bat+le. It seens •hat duri-g the 

we dro e the GerAans ba:::k ::.ome distance it as not 

i '"ed back 
to g..., bact 
last push 
I g ound •a t E--• and •• •h . f 
Ypr.c.s. attacked o eh ... .; been able 
+ h l"' p1a::: bJ b ildi g 
n ~ r ., s+ -"9 concrete .... !_,: u~ s, arTa 9-~ to enfilade ~n 
another,s 
h :; t-c 

~h~t thought any o ~ h a e been temp r ·1, cap• red it 
,;, poss :b 1 e + h 1 d t - t -apt c 

,., the icin.:.ty. The th.;.s positi,..., i o e' fl t 
~hi,:~ has beer chur ,ed aze f small p~nds and mud, by 

~i -, so t .... •1-.~ ~ r e::.ent i• ha::. de"ied all captuYe. A 
of .... een assemble .... includi go = ~ d 
k is c' th,~ diffi=ult p siticn . Th-

h n us ally 1 g i m an i~ on lJ it 



h ... lds ut 

d..,; J, 

fe 
sh 

1 G Sep~ember 
arl., "'reakf st • 

.: it l:f 

~edious m .. r:::h 
.::- ~~g and s_. 
he_ ha""d at 
!ast o ... the 
~igh- elcc~t, 
_ .... _ p! mp 
at anrf 
~ea 

ent up 
whi:::"' is no 

be ~h 
l~I-.. ~1-..et:J. l!L 

ba ... k 

.: , 1 ..,e h ..,s 

We enqui ed 
a ._ad= 

we all-d -1-
wi ~h shel 1--

1 11 

; ::, i 
jus~ le-· !al 

..,;.ed shel 1 s ... ! 1 
d d ear by 

nded. Th·:; 

ed s~ - r 

Laurie 
Vp ""s, 
Pris-

s 

Th_ #lashes ~ 

t:t e 1 ea r 
bl~cl :;t:., . 
..:emblan:::e o-f 

Haus- • 

.... '"' .. = • 
ho~se "'as em-ins the sma11 e 

B ari 

'e n-1. i:, ~ urdi a 7 s"'ell a'e n o impr 

a 

and besides are small enough t .... be - d:.f icul+ marl. upon 
wh~c"' to s ... r e a direct hi T•e ay i n as on dll #vurs by a hol~ 
sue~ s i~ depic~ed :n Esq i - ! n t~e lee uf t"'~- pil! -h_. 
an e1~..,han~ dugo~t'"' s been e c+=A here the MO r es·des ~nd d c:; ha~ 
he c~~ f r the ded. A d b., diggi n g i to the 
-:de # 1 sh 11 o ~ v 
cc ... l:fa~ed ~ 1 1 H 

O h . l 1 n c:aC C • t Of ~ t- .._ W f. Y 

b_:ng surface, 
This 

f' ,I • l:f 

~ 11. P' 11 r 
sore st~--~s, hut ot -~=d::: ha e +c be a+•_nded 
:n +h_ per, h e t~ere is c ld be got in the 
lean +o. B7 ~he time e "'arf a 1~01 r ~nd it was 
b ... ~i n ~ng ~~ get l~gh~ -- e ~t r ~:::~ v## f~ r .ex~ ~~Je:::+i c. We 
f _!l cd a .., th ac os~ •~e ild s~ ~ r oil f shell h l s I h 



., ... 

800 ., := 

1!2 
n,_ ::, -i 11-.. s b = -11-.. e.4 .p ._, ~-d ., - .- _ -~ d 

~ ~he1~ · 
+s h_~h 

sh .... l!. 11,.. , 
- C 

i::; aero;;:; 
idg .... ·n f
~he "" a -e 

,e 

.... a ~, gn - f ~ .... , ~.... i.,. Th_ , ~ 

"' a i 1 s 11-..a h..__ ad +. ~h.:. - + - ~ 

as ~ ".., ~ 1 ... l 1 lu!d 1 ther- ... ·'-'" ~ 
~1at ~h~s ~ i ~ +.ha~ ou me, h ~ t_ ~~ ~ ce 
~ T t .:. :; q-.:. ~ _ :. ,., _.:. 11-..1 ~ di ~ , ~ en - he -

c. n wa}I "' - k s re c ., -! :. ,J ~ .:,._ 
f , " ~ e ~ + h = Ge ' , .:; :; . ~ i 1 .,. -h t 

a-./· ,... kep-+ , g n T.., s- _n _ ~"' =, , ./ 
, :. 'l:lt-- ~ i g __ T sh "" • ~ ~ ~ e - ,4 ~ e e -ld 11-..e 
seen a man hurr;'ng f' on= she"~er ~~ another . Eve .,~hing h - be 
- ept 
p,- je_ 

a - J bJ ~he :;11-..ell s~ - "' ~,"., h~ ar."' t11-..ere d_ sli~ ~ 

~ .... en-::t>es 
~=- ,ee~ 

"' 
anoth_ 
~h· g 
~eels 

on'-+ 
b_ w--

we 

a 

" 

• ~ S SUJ ~ _e ..., ,ha~ i .:: ~ +~e .,~ _. ' - aJ e 
sh L.C l~ers. 'T"-e, ind - 1e _ft'- _dd pile:; ~ r=='<age and 

h._a_h -~ 1 a~- ~~er a b g "' ' ' .... ~ -=-- +1., 
- - ~11-.. ~11-.. - v - 9-' "..,.:" !-bo II t :: n -s Cq e r- m, f==· -· -

'4e. r ,1e f' o _ ~ ~ B · gade ~ ~ i - s t _' · 'l:I 
et- : _ f' ~. e -= g ... 1.:.e~, and ~"'e ~e=~io we 

small 
of UY 

s~ ~~~ h8t -~ .., -~cd i~h "bea e II Th~s .:.s"' be 
id posts:~ soun - ~he mo,e forward o=curs. The whole 

_. l, - ~e -1 "e - ~ "' -id of she!~e- ·:; ~he a that 
1.,. +hi~ 8 d .:."" 11-.. + - J :n ~11-.. .... "' r ~ ~ sh 11 
J- T11-.. __ ·11 he o d~dgi g i to d gout_. ~ n="'e..., t 

11-.. ~~"'~hos ~- ~h ~~ =11 11-.. 1 ., ~ee"'. 

17 Se.,tembe"" 19!7. "lamm rt.:ngh Tc, - n~:. ue. On the return jou ne, 
it as .... i~e 1.:.'l:I: ~ We ~our rf ~ ..... ~ st- ... 1! 11-.. " .... !ong ~h-= "' ... _t ,e h d 
__ 1e - d ere s~.:."l b s"'.:. ~ - l~ft ard g ing ove. r- m 
B- a ... i~ H=u-e e J-lJed b =J ~ Ypres n~ ~h a) bac~ ,e oted O f-rd 
o_ d : d C-mb =dge 0 -a14 Th_ .,, ~ ~+a~= Jhen a nee ~ "1"e P :1 ~., 
p.:lsses 1h"ch :.11 ~e e~- 1 ~ -ua+ ·,g "'-d •,e p - d --uple 
- f h- ~es th-t h d been · 1 1 "'d _ i g +-h= - 1, in~ and ,11 ~he , 
wee ~"'e ost "-at"'s- .... - _l"s. T11-..e 'ed :.!la'l:1- -~ P ~ijze ill ~e 
an ADS du i ~ -+h~ ~ - i ~ ba+~1 .... and ill r- -i - our wounded w .... =a-n-t 
send 11-..Y de~a ille. r- t11-.. ~ - we c =s~~d ~he sor~ -f oat surr _unding 
Ypres and h-d - ::. -~ ~h .... sit ... =~ t11-..e 0 • == 11-..=_.- dt.. :J:: i 1

" be 
0 r ~= HG f' ~ h There i_ so ~-i ~ ~h ~ .... Se-ms 
i .. ,..,os=;""'le f: t eep '""""' ,. .._e -- .... ou .._ The; .... .-· d i y -er~ "n 
_ .:un~ -.~ 1 .:: g -n::,- shellin~ .;th high 1 elc=i~}I g s '::! HE and as t11-..e 
voads are =ro,.,ded -+he ~ c.l" is pretty hea· J. Th, .... e times since - ha,,e 
been he,e ~as "'e p ~ a shell igh~ int- a mass f men =a~~ing s man, 
as 26 .::asualtie:; on ... =~=e ar d 6 ho-ses ki!led :! _thers wour,ded. 
Then he car-ies =•t b mbi g rai'"'s i-+h huge 11 G thas" esc ~ed by 
smaller on ... s, -gai s+ wh;ch i ... = -~+ d ~ - ~eem p . e 1 ss, -c 

thc:J Jo ... eJ ::;-1 • 1 J ab- t ~ "1 .. ~ - 1 -1~ .. t de an' dvop "'ug'"' b-mll-..s 
n 1 ·, elJ 1 oJ ·ng sp ... +s. The Bos::,-. -ee s st:1 ! wel 1 h - ad _.f us i 

air= aft a- regards ~11-..~ qual:tJ, or p~rhaps h- - n!., c-me a:: ~s when 
h... _ ts ~- ar d d-es ,,ot - .,. .... ~he ise. 1Jh ~ i~11-.. ~~~ i-us ~-r 
o~ exc.:.teme t ~n the for o~ a.:. , - i"'s, b.:.g shells, casual~i .... s • ~ 

; a cl -t.; ~ ~~ p1 ~ +h~ 1 i ~ -~ suppl : ~~ d ~qu.:.pment, ~ .. 
~--s ~ast. This ~~e - £. Am ... ~ - - -.#~:.c.:. =: ~ 1- l '- "' 

Majors Osg d ar"' _ -ph., ~ L f - ~ is _.._ ed A thee~ · ati 
# splints • _ d- ~::: + d n the umber f ~Jpes used+. a mi imum. 

H as mu=11-.. pleased i~~ ~11-..= rm split su~g ~t~d h} - and said it as 
~ - ~ what h ... wan~~d and that he would cert i lJ ad~pt it as the 
standard ~/pe 1 or ~"'ei ar It ha~ t 'en e-rl, a .,-art- get ·~ 

en o~i=ed i _ ''i+h i usu-1 Americ3.n ac en ~he, are go.:. g 
-t out anong ~11-.. amb lan~ _ d those h .., +he _ '' in:;te d -.# 

- ,., ,., ! ., i ~ +. l-lq s • 
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to h:. ~, 3 pm r ai s had •aker v e- 2SO un'ed QWa)', and I 
o# my men to replace the casualties. The OC 28th F"A who had 

efus:::d m)' of fe r f #r equent t' epo t:: o# the si +uat ion now 
9-... I make an i medi te personal 
~# Sq h- ~ epor ... f L u ie, t~ u gh 
I 1-. ~ I _ n + u.., L r i d 
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~o~nd n o f -sh , eYs e,cep ... that a n te h ~ c r -ssed me to say he had 
is~t-d Bor,., ~ and L Farm and had the arrangme ts for clearing 

~vom ... here ,e,l in ~- d, pr . :ded there were bearers enou~h . The 
C-Un ... y -ound Squar e J:"'arm ~ad beer +c ibl., r_;:J:'_d r1 I passed a 
string ~ 6 -f _ r ; ~a try !yi1g dead al ~ng the tvac~. 0 m) return 
about r p I= ais' g -el~ ff La rie'J bearer wi ... h the id 
o -f' Bde. Hq. able to send him 40 A and SH and had p·om·ses ~f 
more ~or dc:,.wn, as the car yi g a ... - ight a""'" ut o~ the quec:+ i _ .. 
o . er t~e u+te ly ecked coun ... r.,. The completion of these arrangement~ 
and ... hei ~i ... al not.:-f'ic - tio ... - La Y " took me +ill n earl, midnight. 
Further casua1 ... ies +-da) • 
Pt2. Smith NVD N 

II 

II 

II 

II .. 

Bro e 
Thow 
Hopkins 

GSW 1 eg. 
cs•J Abd. Pe • 
~il led 

Jent i .s M"ssi ~, helie eA k~lled. 
Bu+t Wounded but remai ing at duty (subsequently e~acuated) 

21 September 19!7. Moved to Ba aria House where Capt. Hepple of 28th 
FA is also s ... a ... ~oned. Lt. Pougnet has veportcd and ill b ing more 
bearers f-om SATMB. He has, 29 men worki g betwee th.:s r1 Squar~ 
Farm. !2.2" p At !1.30 a par+ J ~ - -f' 41'\ A d SH h- e ~one t re, ie e 
Cap+. Laurie's ... i ed me. I · sit-d Laurie a+ Sq tare ~a at 11.am and 
I found ... he clearing wok goi g on well. At 12.30 noon the following 
parties of bearers were at wort· as far as I could gather. 
A ard SH 40 Under La ie Bn r., Far .,._ Square Far 
SA T~n 29 Under Lt Pougnet Square Farm to Ba aria House 

Bill r_ ... +~ge ... o Ea aria House 
2r-id SA I 50 n ... der Capt. s+e,.... All routes 
At ~- 10 p- I +o-k the o.pportuni ty of - :! 11 ... g= up + Bi 11 Cottage ... 
see ~ow ... hi 1gs were going there, ar,d on my eturn found to my chagri ... 
that La ~ie ~as j st been passed ... h r ough wi+~ GSW Thigh, but not ery 
bad. It seems whe ... ~ings sl-~ed down he ent up +o ... he fron+ I· e to 
assure himself t~at 1, ded ~ d been got away and I sing his way, 
walked over to the H , Ii es A was sh=t b; a snip-. He had +o c·awl 
a couple ~f hund ed yards to get back t _ur people, bJt I am told as 
'ery cheerfu1 • At 6 p +• _ as Capt. MacGrath ~f 28 Fa wa~ here I 
~ent up t~ Squa.e J:"-r to h_lp Lawrence ho had been working there with 
Laurie. There ere 5 s ... ·etcher cases and some walkers and reports t~at 
all the fron was •• clean o.,. wounded. All our SAMC bearers who had 
been relieved ~n the c ning had gone t the Prison at Ypres to rest, 
and I now -eleased all unnecessary men retaining enough to carry on 
with. -Those released included : 50 2nd SAI Jnder Capt. Stein. I 
retained 1 Capt ~.-..d 14 men ... o TMB, 40 A and SH. At 8 pm I was 
surpr ized ... see Capt Liebson and Sgt. Hu=~.isson and 36 of our SAMC 
bearers a -i~e, ~a ·ng been sen ... up by OC 28th FA though I had not 
asked ~or them. This means th-t these men ha/e reall; had a tiring 
mar:::h to Yp es and back i stead of the rest I had planned. Th- A and 
SH casualties ere Pte. MacMillan killed and LCpl Johns -

ounded The squad i i:::h ... he, were car yi g was caugh+ in a bar·age 
and here Sgt. Edgar ~ehav ed with great gallantr., going ... i spite ~f 
-Imost cons ... ,nt b r= ... s anA ~scuing the p tient and wounded ma 

22 September 1917. At 6 am I returned from Square Farm to Bavaria 
Hot..se lea •ing Lawrence and Liebson ther-. Al I the f,·ont is reported 
clear. About 6.30 a despatch came from ADMS to say Keep (7th. 
Seaforths) repor+ 20 2nd. SAI wounded lying out (sic). ! sent Sgt 
Edgar to g ... a squad~ 0 Square J:"arm ... in~estig-te . I had a report 
!~ter fr~m Capt -!ebs~ t say he had gone himself and the 7th. 
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ore ~ -Om#o tab,~ b, +-o ven•s f n A -1-h~ igh+ day 

"h th~ ~~1 el and I is!~ed !he Main D essi g St+: 
Yp'es-Commines Canal called Duhall~w. 

10 October 19!'7. St Julien. 0Yde1s cam la""e 1 ast night 1hereb,1 I 
as ""0 c me he e ith ""he ~ear ,sand the Colo ,el to D ~ llo to un 

t~e Corps. ""S. Capt. F'ovbes and I ·•h ~u bea ers had tomake ouv- way 
' -r- ,... · c:-i - _e f ..:·ver 2'0 t il-met es. 'le .... ::hed • ""he MDS g t 
1,#-I- : SO~e 1 ~YieS + ""he=- a! an~ ar=h-,_. - ay in #rQm ""here . Th= 
.... 8ads along t~e las"" stage e e just a sea ~f ud and f u !l o# shell 
hol-s .... ed i""h ""raf'#ic, ilc:+ hea, shell.;n'!:;I ,a- guing on . 
0 ing to the nar oad- and bad c_ndi""i_n=, the rain and the shelling 
and gen-,al confusi , ~ o~ the""' s_s i ou GS Wagon managed to 
fall ~nto a deep ,...i""-h and ~ook us nea ~J 1 1 2 ho ""o ~et ·+ out. I"" 
as al =st ~ i""e ~- 1 h~~ e got it unl-=d-d and ur ~it piled : n 

heap al~~gs!rfe t""'e ~i!l b~, we e --UP) a~ ne of ouv- s•ations. 
Then F'o ""'es d s # •he bearer~ had to push on ""o one of the 
further forward stations. All !his time +-he pla=e a= bei g he ily 
shelled and t~e ~eo~le we re going to ,e!ieve were bus,, un""il e 
took o ·er. Afte darl the ~ .. el 1 ""19 was rse, and the scene on the 
road just .::.bo t 100 )ards do as ind-scr ibabl c. Crammed w.i. th 
""ra spo •, HE s _1, s plungi g rf - d e11e~ .1 n m,1 and -.h_ a huge 
incendia y s""'e!l. I saw e of .•hese pit=h -:ght int- a ass ~f 
wagons, gt-ns and ~acl<..-mules, and for a moment ""h ""'uge #lare o~ the 
bursting shell , :.i. up a s_ene of' h r ib, e ;:.., f s; r: , #l.1 ing f agments 
~ +imbers and s•ruggling animals and men Up to 3 am I was busy 

dressing ur.""il ~, 1a 1~ things quieted down, ""~ some eAtent and I lay 
down f a while. 

1 1 Oc""ober 191 7 

were i h=,pes we 
before the bat•Ie 
hea, and t""'e 
~ eep ab reo="" 
mornir>g that 

"• 5. 30 e1 e ... th- go again and 
ea eh- ce ~f st ~ight~ i~g up things a bi"" 

r - , but t bi+ Th sh-llin~ was too 
=ame in so steadily that we could only just 

rk, and it was ot un""il the early hour~ o~ the 
a shor• res"". 

!2 Oc•ober 19! 7
• St J lien. At 5.25 am our b rrage went up, :t-h the 

usual r---ari g ... # ::,Uns i every di-ection, and in r~"" Y =ur area was 
heavil, shelled, th ugh it had been almos• constant s'nce our a,ri al. 
My post o1as +he odal poin t from which two li~es of e~acua•ion 
~adiated. On the le~t the for ard p in•s a~- Albe .,a <Capt 
Warbur""on), Mont de Hibou (Capt. F'orbes) and then by Hubner F'm (RMO), 
Winches""er ~m to Burns House. On the right Janet F'm (Capt. Hancock' 
• 1on Tirp.i.~z F'm ""o Al~atros F'm <RMO). The shelling on the road to Janet 
as S8 h~d that ~ery soon 2 bearers ere tilled an th pa+"ent and 

an::the ... ded and the road be=ame so badly b oken p that Ha coc:' 
decide~ to gi · :t up and establ:shed an +her ,i e from a p-int on the 
Poelcapelle Road ""o Springfield and Von -ri,pit.... . The e we e no 
shelters ~lo~ •his rou~e but ·ta oided •he wo st shelling. I"" ai n ed 
hea ily _ 1 ea d a bi"" and then set in steadil) -t f th- re~t of 
the day and the bear~ng became truly terrible. All reser es had to be 
put to it ad e entuall) about 450 bearers at o k on the two 
voutes. All d-, •hey toiled ""il night~all when c a --)ing bee~= 
u tterly out of the question. My post was very small and onl, could 
shelter h _t 20 =ases i a very i adequate manner, but by about 1.30 I 
had got ~11 away. This left no room for the worn and sodden 
bearers who had •8 huddle any~he~e •he, ~ou!d until it as light enough 
to go out aga:n. 
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barrage at the fotk. Limbers without drivers, and riderless horses and 
f les= iders came sc u rying b eathle-=ly through a ,d •h g~ t 
times shells seemed tc, s allc,~, a party in its burst there wer 
su prizingly few casualties. What thee were however kept me pretty 
bu_y and we had some exciting moments getting the wounded away in the 
ambul a.nee wagc,ns. Or c:,r,e oc,:a~ic,n Just as we were getting the la t 
c se in, the last of 4 huge shells, all of which ~ad been within 30 
ya ds, pitched i I the ditch at the r,:,adside only 15 ,.ards away, sending 
up a huge shc,we ,:if mud and n,:,t damaging a1 ,y,:,n_. Anr:,tt, yard tc, ,:,ne 
side on the harder part of the road a~d most of us would ha ·e caught 
it. 

18 October 1917. St. Julien. The shelling has gone on all night, and 
in the early hc,urs ,:,f this m,:,rnii,g we again had .it all round and c,ver 
r:rur sturdy pillbc,.,. It h, an e:,;tracr1 d.inary thing t:. hec:1r the shell 
com~ng from afar, the rush through the air getting louder and louder, 
until it swoops on to you with an awful ci ash, fairly making the pla~e 
rock. Thi .:\ft_ roc:,n a b~g fl k c,f huge Gc,tha's .:a,ne "ling c,ver, 
and as usual all our machines disappeared. The Gotha's then circled 
majestically round, only a couple of thousand up and dropped their 
bombs on chosen spot. The bombs cause the most tremendous explosions 
and do an immer1se deal of damage. This mc,rning we saw one c,f ,:,ut 
scouts come ci cling down e ider,tly trying tc, make landing but jLst 
when he was about 100 feet from the ground the machine bur st into 
flames and he died to earth with a tremeidous crash. About an hour 
later the poo fellow was brought in he e, hor r ible burned, but beari 1g 
his pain in the 111c,st hercric manner. Last week we saw a German plane 
hit by a shell which b oke one wing. The machine turned o.er and over 
and finally fli,:ked the c,bserver c,ut (he is r,ot usually fastened in 
like the p.ilot>, so that we could see him falling quite away from the 
remains of the plane. The Germans are still keeping up the shelling 
with unusual rigour which is mo ~ un~leasant as one has to watch ons 
opportunity ve y -- efully befo e going away to any other p~ t. On the 
whole we have not been nearl~ as busy and the men ~re begir,1ing to pick 
up again. 

19 October 1917. St. Julien. This morning as things seemed quieter 
and the prospects of casualties less, I went over to Alberta and on to 
Hibou. Wher, nea, the latter place however the shelling started up 
again, s I had to come back, with Warburton whom I met returning. The 
stelling got ety heavy indeed again. Artillery House, where Bde. HQs 
wer was hit seve~al time- and they f.inally had to vacate it. We were 
kept pretty busy until quite late. The shelling has been sc, continuous 
and heavy ever since we have been here, that it has been impossible to 
do any out~ide work, with any degree of continuity. 

20 October 1917. St. Julien. The shelling has been kept up all night 
and our guns ha e been retaliating, so that there i~ not much rest to 
be had, tho 1gh I fi d I can leep fai ly ~ 11 tt. gt, ,n,:, t f i 1

• Th.is 
morning again about 11 am th German helling wc:1s enewed w.ith special 
intensity, but fi::i'tunately for .:.. , wa di .... ted c,n t~ a, cc,mmen,:: g 
about 150 ydrds ahead of us. One of Hancock's posts was caught and 
Sgt. Peat of the 28th FA was blown up, gett.ing very severely concussed 
and slightly wounded. One c,f the Cc,rporals attact1ed to my post w s 
wounded early this morning, just after he tuYned out. In the afternoon 
the shelling subsided for a time and we were able to do a certain of 
sand-baggi g and outside repair we· k. This is the 11t~ day ~eh~ e 
been in th·s place, and all of us will be heartily glad to g~t out, 
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22 October 1917. St. Julien. The m,:notc,n,:,us way ~n which the Huns re 
shelling, makes ,:,r,e day very much like anc,ther. They are evidently 
making a most desperate effort to resist our pressure, and are keeping 
up an inc Esant b~ rage of very hea J sh l' - (5.9) o, r all r _ute. of 
apr -ach and smash:ng u~ th country a much as pos-ible. E eh da) 
ther is just a sh,:, t lull ~n th ve y ea, ly ,1 · g h u r _, and then 
the c owds or ammuritiYn and ration carries s,arm up and continue 
until bacl' comes a salvo ,:,f big shells, usu lly killi g and w,:,ur,ding a 
number before the congestion di.solves away nd ery little more can be 
done. Th. mc,r, ng the.-e was anc,ther attack c,f eithet flank of our 
pc,si t i ._.1 t,:, captur- e gr ._,und tt t had not beer, taken in the p, e ic,us 
occ sion. From 5.30 am for a ~ouple of hours the guns roared in 
thousa1d, and I he a mcst -~ e w~ ful lot of work has been dwne. 
Unfortunately it rained again in the night and continued to drizzle 
untll about 9 am, when it cleared and the e st of the day was fine. I 
took the opportunity of a lull in the aft rnoon to isit Alberta and 
have a chat with the men. We hear we may be relieved tomorrow or the 
da) after. Tt i t d b e, 10119 t air, ~ r 11 tt. - Germans are 
putting up a desperate truggle to hang on t~ the l~st uf the high 
ground, which is ow almot t within c,ur g, sp. Th y have shelled us 
almost ~itho~t c . sat ion, ever since I ha been here, using very big 
shells and huge numbe,s of them. One lives in an atmosphere of 
c n .. tant vib, at ic,n and appal 1 :ng ,: r ._,she:.. 

23 October 191'. St. Julien. No orders ha ve yet come (3.30) so there 
is no chance of relief urtil tomorrow. Thim morning tt,i gs were 
moderately quiet, b t bout 1 pm th Bosch a tillery con-entrat~d on us 
with 5.9 shell , arid -in.e then they h:t e een falling thick and fast 
all c,und. The pill-bo .. on the c,ppc,site =>ide ,:if the rc,ad in which c,ur 
men billet ha been hit twice. A huge fragment frc,m the secc,nd blew 
away ,:,ne of the sandbags, with wh ict, I bui 1 t a wal 1 in frc,nt of the twc, 
doo1 s of th~s place, only yesterday. He mu::>t have quite a number of 
~att ies di ected or to us as the ~ 1 e!l- a,_ simply streaming ver and 
t~e ,ld pill-be,~,; rocking unde the v ibration. 

24 Oct ber 1917. St. Ju.lien. At abc,ut 5 pm yesterday Captain 
Mac Gr egc,r c,f tt.e 148th FA RN came up with a small advance ~ arty. The 
r emai11de1 c,f the new ambulance is due during the day arid as s,:,c,n as 
they ar r i e, we me, e c,ut. 

26 October 1917. On leaving St. ~ulien the party collected at the WWCP 
Irish Farm where we passed the night in great discomfort as the ground 
was s,:,~t mud and all the tents blew dc,wr,. The fc,llc,wing day we trained 
tc, W,:,rmhoudt and "bussed" fr,:,m there to Syntt e, i,.here the whole 
ambulance is once more collected tog~ther . 

30 Octc,ber 1917. St. Idesbald • At Syntt.' we spent 2 .~gt.ts, when we 
got very shc,rt notice to mo ve and came t,ere. This place is c,n tt.e 
coast about 7 or 8 kilometres from the front line. The duties of the 
Divl :c,1 i11 this sect._,, a et_. h1.:,ld about 700 yards of frc,nt line, frc,m 
the sea i 1land and al::,C• cc•c:tst defence. Sc, it i what is reckor,ed c:\S a 
resting jc,b. Th:.., .. sm .. 11 seaside resc,rt ,:,f whi_h there seem a 
numbe dotted along the coast. The seashore is flat an~ ,dz, bac~ d 
by dunes among which the houses are scattered. Our billet is a nice 
little vill-, comfortably furnished and a great change from the squalor 
in which we have been living for the past 2 months or so. In fact we 
ha e never been in quite so comfortable a billet before. 

Pr ingl e wer,t -., 3 mc,nths leave tc, SA on Novembe, 1":> and the c,:,mmand of 
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23 Nc,vember 1917. St. Denoeux. I jo.i.ned tt.e w,it today at this 
place. They got he e the previc,us day having been c,n the mar eh from 
~t. Idc:tsbalde - a distanc ~f 81 miles - during the p, evious week. The 

ad ,ews that our nice fr.i.end F"ritz the "unit dc,g" had beer, killed,:, 

the way down, b) -a. 

26 Nc,vember 1'317 Pl ,,ques. Mc,ved c,ver tiere tc,day ir r·,,e we the. 
It was a heavy .jou n~y o ver ery steep hi 11 • P:we, ~ ' c, je, ..., t , g 
with a .1.ent sub-s--t·on tc, take c, .. r the Cc11p. CXth.) c,fficer rest 
st_,t:c,n t Vc:tl Restea1..t. Here we ha .. e taken c,ver a large farm, which 
has been m,:,r e or 1 e der el i et fc,r the pa t yec:tr. It i '= the usual type 
on rathe, a large scale. The whole place is ve y ,1eglected and c,ut f 
epair. Our first ork is t_ clear th v at : ... ,us c,ut·-building , hi h 

ha. been used r-ri1, ipally as stable. Ou, c,rders are tc, con ert it 
.:n' c, a DRS, and at fi t sight c,f it 1,:,c,ks a µ etty upt .i.11 .;c,b. 
Hc,we er the ,nen ar- j.J tt ·nl::I tt.c-· baci s ·, tc• clea, ing it Ltp arid I Ja e 
say things will 1,:,c,k more h,:,peful in a day or tw,:,. Pringle ha ing gc,ne 
on leave I am now in command. I ha e .with me now F"orbes, Beyers CF" and 
Liebson Ca,rlved today from leave) and Monaghan who hds gone or lea· e 
tc,day. 

2 Decembe 191~. 

3 December 1917. 
and camped there. 

Ma _hed to Hesdin to ent ai 

Ar r ived at Perc,nne about 2 pm and mare t.eJ tc, Al 1 ai ne 

4 December 1917. M rched t ,:, Ha rinc,:,u t W,:,c,d and shar ed a camp with 
the 3rd. F"A Guards Divi ior. 

6 December 1917. Marched to '·leud ... ..::c,urt and camped in c,:,mfc,rtable 
billets for the fi,st time s.i.nce ou move. 

7 December 1917. Nt.trlu. Mar 1...h-d tc, this place, with in truction to 
:c,mmence the const Lt tion of a main dressing static,n for the 7th. 
Corps. On the evening of December 4th. Major Powe marted to 
J , in ,:c,u t with th beare - ar,d took ov_r the bea r pc,sts frc,m tt e 
Gua d- D.: , ision. Today has been a black day as 7 of our men were 
killed and 4 wounded by a shell which penetrated the aid post in 
Gouzecourt. 3 of the wounded are not expected to live. Unfo tunately 
all c,f them are goc,d men whc, have been with t.ts all the time. Majc,r 
Pc,wer, C:apt. i-bson, Lt. Beyers and Lt. Smi tt ,:,f our ambulance all 
happen d ti:o ha ·e met there when the sh l:!. .:1,g ._..:.,nmer,ced. They had ju...,t 
decided ti:r '·ah- .... fuge in the ellar into which they had already 
ordered the nen and we, e running er :,ss the cc,urtyard, when the shell 
came. The cellar was a deep one and prc,tected by a tt.i._k laye 1..; f sand 
bags w.i.tt. ah le f 1.:ght and vent.i.lcl.tion. The shell pit1..hed ex -tly 
in the hole and did not burst until .:t reached the c e llar. Only one of 
the men in the cell scaped unwounded. In on fell swoop th, efore 
we t.ave had more men i:.i.lled than du ing th~ whole _f , r career, though 
many a tough and dangerous time. At thi~ place we hav e plenty of work 
in store as the site allotted is merely an area in a ruined ~illage 
with a few t i=,, t s on it. 

Name~ ,:,f mer, k i 11 ed : 
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25 Decemb r 1917. Xmas Da,-. Sir,c we ta be:n ir this di trio.:t we 
have been ver;:y busy, as in addit.:.on to _lear ing the font of wounded we 
have toad t,:, 1..c,r, tru,:t c:t h1..•SP .i. t 1 C<:tmp for th recept .;_,:,n of wou,1ded ar d 
s.:. k. O r fir=>t c,rder s we tc, ,:,:,11 ... t, .. ,._t c:t nta'w mai11 D -ss.:.r g tati,:,n 
fo, the I I I Cc,r ... s. , th; s Corp"'. ent back + c, est ar, J we nc,w 

,._ L , de tt _ 1111 Cc,rp <:\1)d tf e MOS ·d a t b_en gi en up, and we 
a e nc,w _c,n ting what e ha e d,:,ne, arid finishin\:.I ,:,ff a place 
suitable for a DRS. The men hav all been wc,rking well and dc,ne a 
prodigious amc,unt 1..•f car pent er i,1g, rc,ad mak.;.ng and building. The 
weather had been all against U:::, too as it has been f eezing hard and 
snc,wing and blc,wing e v er s.i.11ce we ::am ... here. When we arrived in tt,i:::, 
a, ea we fc,und e e, J,t .:. ,g in the g, e t st ,:,r,fusic,n. The yreat ttack 
by the "tanks" rad been a s-.•= ,:ess s far a"" it went, bu4- then the fat al 

i take was made in t ying c,nt.e aga·, tc, emplc,y caval y. They did jut 
exactly what the) ha~ J J ,e 01 -~ ,, cc ion in ~h.i.ch they have been 
used. The;:y s.:.mplJ th w - er ythi.r,g i, to cc,r1fl.lsi,:,n and ac:c,mpl ished 
nc,thing e .. t.;.r ly , u.i. ,.:.ng tt.... suc:e=>s gained on the first d J by the 
tanks. In th.i.s way a whc,le day was wast d if n ,t two, which gave tt.e 
Ge mans t .:.me tc, b, ing Ll.p guns and e.i.n f _ ements, so that when the 
infantry had tc, ta'·e up what the c alry had failed tc, do, they had t,:, 
de, sc, in the face of c,ryariised f.ire ar d pc,:.,itic,ns. Tc, all but tt. 
Higher Cc,mmand the use ._. f ea lry in th:s war has be n ,:,bvi .1s,, 
stupid, and .:.n spite of ta' ·ery occa_.i , prc,ving the truth of ttii ... , the.>' 
fall headlong intc the same old errors time afte time. The infantry 
therefore had to fight fier1..ely for what further g ound they had 
gained, and whilst the ._asL1,dt·es were negligible at the outset ,:,f the 
"push" they became h .. ,ge later ,:,n. The ne . .,.t great error in thi,., c1ffai r 
was th-t o provis:on had been made to hold the •1an~s hich 
, epresented the ba - 1 ~he salient, i th sufficiently trc,ng 
divisic,ns. The Germ ,s d.:.d the ob ic,us thing, against which the most 
prim.:.tive Lll ... ::. f a, f re would ha e made pr isic,r, namely tc, t y 
and pinch the salient by attacking on both flanks. A heavy atta_k wa:.> 
made on the Northern F"lank and was held at g. eat cost by ~ood 
di i ic,ns. A feint wa made c,n the S0L1the n F"lanL and here t · th i 
utmost surp ise th ... Germ s t with little - n_ eaa,.:.""tance. A tt,.i.ng 
that •_ r twnately ~-s seldom happened in thls or any other war -cured. 
The di v ision~ holding ou, flank fled without putting up any 
resistance. They were all divisions that have done badly before, but 
this was the climax. An artillery man told me that the fir::.t 
intimation his battery had of an tta-~ wa~ ~ ing ~ur men bulting Lack 
foll owed by th Germans. The Gu r ds Di 'i .:.c,n tt.at ~. d been f .:.ght ing 
ha d .:.n Bc•Lll 1 c,, 'k,c,d and had just bt::e,, r el i e d and .Je e : .i.ng i r.t,:, 
H~·.trincc,u t Wc,od w e t_., ed Llt t, lter -kelter t tc,p the out. 
Their APM post ~d himself near a prisoner cage on the main road of 
retreat and simply turned C•Ln men and c,ff .icer s intc, it arid then intc, a 
trench t,:, defend it. In this and c,ttier ways and by the pluck 1..•f a f Ew 
.i.ndi iduals the out was stopped and the Germans d iven b ~ -L for bit 
but the net r sult wa::. ~hat they not only drove us back f wm the ground 
gained .:.n t~e orig.:.nal ttack but fr m hat we had held before, besides 
::::aptL1r ing a '" y, if n,:,t m,:,re of Llt guns that we had taker c,f 
theirs. The res1.1lt i;;,f all this was that the r t c;,f the salier,t be,:am 
untenable and had to be abandoned, so that on the whole we are J u st 
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aboLtt where we e, e. It We f:ve day:, after ~td- small d:-gster tt.at 
we a i ed, d I -i' f,._.,._, d _ 1 ._hi1 g i 'h- g1 ~t:'-' _ ,lfLt-·,:,n. 
No one seemed to know ~he. e tw ~~ -. d orde d oLtnter-orders crossed 

e anc,tt er. O ... ,r bea, e. => f 11 c:, d the in f a11t J · .it.. the 1 ine N_ 
s,:heme c,f e acuati,:,r1 had b .... n we,, ked o .... 1t, d ,:, ing to be.i.rrg withc•Ltt a 
definite camp it w s e,J diffi.Ltlt t do much to work out a scheme. 
Hc,we er th·11g- h., e :11 d .... ,Cllly s .... 'tl d down, th_ ... ,\:lr, the Ge ar => did di 

attack again a 4'ew da;ys age• and SLl•:ceedet.i i •. d, i ~rig u further ba,:k, 
,:, that w ery 1 ·t·1e _f the c,1 ig·n rrJ g :. ':10 -I m ... i1 .:. 
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1 January 1918. Nurlu. We enter a third new year since the 
mobilization of the ambulance. The men had a Xmas dinner in a newly 
constructed and not quite finished hut and had another dinner and 
concert tonight and all seem enJoying it. 

2 Janua y 1918. Nurlu. Lt. Richardson our qua ter-master and QMS 
Gordge were men~ioned in despatches on New Years day. 

5 Ja ua y 1918. 
Ser ices medal. 

St. Maj. Kimberle) has been awarded the Meritorious 

10 January 
weather has 
with one c•r 
hc,urs with 
with ice. 
cc,11 ected in 
washed away 
At present it 

1918. Nurlu. Ever since we arrived in this area the 
been very seer~. There has been almost constant frost, 

two thaws accompar1ied by rain, which have only lasted a few 
the esult that the w~ole surface of the country is coated 
Last night there was another blizzard and much snow which 
great drifts. The snow gradually changed to rain, which 

the snow, laying bare the ice once more and adding to it.· 
is cor,tinuing to thaw sl,:,wly, but still very cold. 

14 January 1918. Nurlu. After 2 days thaw it has commenced to freeze 
hard again. E er si~ce we got here we have been building all sorts of 
huts etc., and .. ow have a hospital . with ac,:,:,modati,:,n fc,r 250 sick .and 
have 240 actually under t eatment. The hard weather and tying 
conditions ha,e caused a great deal of sickness. 

15 January 1918. Nurlu. The weather has broken again, and this time 
badly. Torrents of rain and a 1/2 gale of wind from the SW. The 
result is a, apid crumbling of the ground which is now a swamp of soft 
mud. 

17 Janua,y 1918. Nurlu. The wind increased to a gale during the night 
of 15th and 16th and did a lot of damage, blowing the roofs off two of 
our huts fo patients. So we have had a specially busy time repairing 
the damage. I hear today that the trenches have become so hopeless 
that t~e font line ha- had to be evacuated. A pat ol which visited 
the Ge man lines found that they had evacuated not only their front 
line, but also their support lines. There is not a gun firing nor has 
there been one for the last 48 hours. 

25 January 1918. Nurlu. Since the frost broke, the weather has got 
quite ild. At fist very wet, but finally culminating in a glorious 
bright day today. Thee has been quite a growth of all the quick 
growing thi,g and today I "oLtnd a primr,:,se in the remains of the old 
ga den in which our mess room stands. While other things were in 
process of construction the officers have put in their spare time in 
building a home for ttiemselves. Among the ruins I found an old garden 
with brick walls intact on three sides. In one of the angles we have 
built a ,::iom abc,ut 16 .. 14, roofed with ,: .... rrugated iron, and walls made 
of double roofing "elt, and lined with hessian inside. A great feature 
of it is an enormous fireplace in which we can burn huge logs, of which 
there are plenty f om the fallen trees. The cookhouse is on the 
outside of the ga den wall, and a trapdoor leads into the messroom so 
that our meals can be handed through. I don't think we have ever been 
more comfortable. The hospital now consists of 4 wad~ - 2 Ad ian 
huts, 1 Hospital Nissen and 2 Marquees linked, which accomodate 250 
patients comfo tably. Another Adrian Hut is fitted up as a dini, g hall 
and ec eat.:.on r c,c,m. Sin_e wet.ave c,:,me we have built the foll,:,wing : 
2 roomy bays covered with broken brick for the arrival and outgoing 
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~ases. 1 Adr.ian Hut; 1 Hospital Nissen; 1 Hut f,:,r ,:,ff.ices, dispensary, 
hairdresser; a large cookhouse; a bathroom for hot showers, clothing 
store and i c,ning ""C•om; Bunked all the huts and bricked the fl,:11:,r;::,, 
built fireplaces and ade iron chimne)s, laid down duck board paths aGd 
brick paths all ~hrough, erected a lot of earthen walls to keep out 
flying splin~ers f om bombs, laid out a huge red ~ro~-, made numerous 
partitions in the QM Store hut, for office, men;, quarters, drug store, 
rifle store, pack store, medical inspection room, dentists workshop, 
bunks for ward masters etc. Also man, table~ and much shelving. The 
tables seat 250 Men. E ected a stage and a _anteen store. Also making 
stables fo 40 horses ar d stands for our wagons ard ~ars to the numbe, 
of 21 ehicles in all. Made a stelter for patient- to wait in on 
arrival until they have been sorted out. In fact this list only gives 
an outline of the work done, because all sorts of difficulties have 
been en~ountered ;n severe weather and storms. Today Gen. Smuts 
isited us. I met h~m at Div. HQ. He was en rc,ute fc,r another part c,f 

the line and had no time t inspect anything. 

31 Janua) !918. N~rlu. We are under orde s to move and tomorrow we 
travel to Suzanne, a village of the banks of the Somme and just about 
whe e the F'rench started their ,:,ffen""i e in July 1916. La t night 
there was another Gotha raid on this illage. About 60 - 100 ~ombs of 
all sizes were dropped all over the place, without effecting a single 
casualty. Some men were killed and wounded in a neighbouring village. 
Machines came over for about 1 1/2 hours. We shall be e y sorry to 
leave the comfortable quarters we ha e made for ourselves and patients. 

1 F'ebruary 1918. Suzan. ,e. Moved by ,ail and ,:,ad tc, this place. The 
day was foggy and bitterly cold. 

1 F'ebruary 1918. Suzanne. We are now in a village on the N. Bank of 
the Somme not far wh-re we took part in the first Somme battle in July 
1916. This illage was then in the F'rench lines and not far behind. 
It has some fine buildings in it, which a ea good deal knocked about 
but not entirely destr,:,yed. DLtr abode is a fairly big ,:hateau standing 
well upon a hillside and commanding a fine iew of the Rive} valley. 
We are "out" f,:,~ rest and t aining. As LISLtal there wein't be mL1ch est 
about it as we have a lot of work before us to get things comfortable 
enough to live with even a moderate degree of comfort. Apart from the 
scattered nature of our billets we of the ambulance are not too badly 
,:,ff. 

10 F'eb 1918. Suzanne. We are having quite a busy time t r aining. We 
have a regular =curse of lectures fixed up for ou own and the Reg. 
Stretcher Bea e r s and all seem keen. The day is filled up with drill, 
lectures, exercises and games. The rumours floating about are that the 
Germans are preparing a big attack all along the font and we are busy 
prepa, ing tc, meet it. The prc,cess of attrition and gradual wearing 
down of the enemy seems slow work if he is able to ta~e the initiative 
like th.is at w:11. The a my is now busy with a scheme of gereral 
re organisatior. A Brigade ;s being taken from each Di •ision, so 
making the Di ision a smaller unit and mo e ~ompa able to the German 
Division. I am wondering if it is going to affect the Medical units in 
any way. The weather is still keeping wonderfully mild and quite 
springlike. Long may it keep so. 

18 F'ebruary 1918. Suzanne. Yesterday the Bde. marched to Delville 
Wood, and there held memorial ser ice. We wee favoured by a 
beautiful clea fr sty inte 's day. There was not a cloud in the sky 
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_,11 dd.1 • s•a + ing f ,:,m t, e ab- i t 9. 30 I,,,; , __ hed L::-ng e .;l ab _it 11 

m ar,d made tea and at1.. c,uy- lur,ch. At 12. 45 the Bde marched over tc, 
tt,e _.i.te c,n the edye of the w,:,c,d t i_h t.ad been :h sen f,_,. th l ... o..t:,:,n 

" a c s. T~ eJ er fo m1:d :.1 e1 hol l w square facing th 
er,:,,.,. , hi,:h the Chaplains tc11:,~ up tt,ei. =tand b1::side 2 big drL,m · 
pla,:ed ,:,r. ... c: ._ther. ·n11:: L d cf the 7th. F.:egim nt;;;; _t ,_._J b-t :r,d 
q-, ... tadre'- hil..:;t +te SA S:c,~ti::•J piper tc,c,d i, th backyr,:,u d 
het, ·, d tti ... Crc,s-· Ju ~ a.> the "c,r ing up as d (;. ing t .. 1rd 

m, l ... t~ ,--n 1• to:.k some t:mc a th"" g c,und was very unc: en duet,:, th 
network _f old she, lholes Ma.jor Baker (latc=r Bd1:: Major) Cc,lc,r.el Ward 
._f the Ge er 1 H , it 1 and 5 .: is' .. ::, -r r i ed. The sister:; amc,ng whc,m 
were t!- Matrc,n, Mis Schiene ar d Mi..:;_ Th•:•m-•:ir,, b ought fl,:,wers which 
b ._.1..1ght - ~ ll _! .. me ,t " -c,"t e:; .i. ,t .. t,e ther ise :;tern arid 
e:;_late st..ene a,r._. d. The ce, ... m:,n;1 ,:c,mmenced by a "Lament" f c,m th 

pipers after which L,:,l lc, ... d •"" -1 i c:, dLu i g wt h.h th thre ... p .. ,dre' 
ta:ach took pa t. Cap• .. ,~n H~l l Lr C c,f E, Captain Menzies fc,r 
P1resb:,.teriar,s and Capta.i... En in spc,l C: .i.n Dut._h. At the clc,se 1:1f the 

e .i ..... the 8,d R-~·m ... •, wt .i.ch appee1r~J fo the laa:.>t time as e1 

un::.t, fie'"' 3 ::'l ,sand the bugl rs s .... nded the last p,_,~t. 
Lukin th .. dd s~ d th Br'gade and p e~ented :b=, d- to 

whu h v 'ecer. tl:,. ,:n hc,r,_urs. At the _ J,_lu-ion c,f thi the Bde 
ff, 1d were ::~n-ma•cg aph~d ~ fh J hed past pu.i.nt whe 

Gen<= 1 Luk:, had ta' en '-'t" 11i p',:,sitic,n nea the _,rc,s rci._,ds in 
Longue•al. Owing t the indefinitenes::, of arrangements the 1st Reg. 
and cursel e- l L• th ... ground by an~th r route and did not come in for 
this pa t ..... " the proc ... '"'ding:;. B ... thed ~ SLtnstiin ... and ove g.-own with 
g,ra-s, the tu m-il ;n D, ille Wc,c,d 1:, ke' 1 de_,_,late than I ha 
/et se=n it. The -al ag_ ~ ha e cle rej .:.way mu h of the 
debri- and fallen t e.:. Tt b .. , i ' d ad t.a bee1 c-..llected and 
bu, ~c.:d in 1 · ttle g c,up ..., al ,,g ide tt,ei. 01,,1n :c,m des. But e en s,:, tt,e 

c ne w.i.11 long remair ::ne :f utter d~s 1 t:on. Not a single tree has 
be left l:vin~ 11 stump~ a few feet high. The sn 
S::cttish ~av ~ also ~ r ect ... d c -ss to the memory f their dead • 
.,.w::, of the .i. ter h_. :a111e up had lost br the, - i1 D1::l :11e W,:,od ,d 
c,ne o" them ' "''s L,:,r tU'l.:\te, by the - id ,:, ' a ~l n sent Ly c,,1e c,f her 
tr_,th ... ':: fri nds, in fir.::linl::I it. ~ r tt,e }est, unless one h .. 1s s,:,me 

u_h :nf,:,matic,n, it .i.:; -= th.:.., _ ""'' o..hi,,g fc, 1 , eedla i 1 ... bundl- c,f 
ha). After the Bde had early all left I met Major's Barnard and Welsh 
who had come all t!-e wa:,. from Dieppe, but had been delayed on the road 
and were just to= l~te. 

26 Febr a., 1918. I managed t ~ get my lea e fi , ed up so a tc 1 
F"rance c,n 21st ar i in~ in Lc,ndc,n c,n the mc,rnirig of the 22nd. The ne:,.t 
da) Hilda ar,c' I we t t,:, Ge rg ar,d Mai ga, et's ,,1edd:ng which tcu:,k ..,1 · e 
in the Presbyte ian Church off Edgeware Road, and after at Palace 
Cc,U} t. It was ... e, y simple quiet ,,,i eddi,,y w:tt. Ju t th- .i.mmedie1t
fr ie1,d::. and t 1:lati e ~ present. Mar garet lc,c,ked 1 cly c.~ sh ,1 ri.., 
does and bot~ were radiant. 

!O M r h 
reb. 

1'318. Haut ~11 I etu ~d today from le e ext1::nd~ng 
~r _m 2! 
me :-i:; 1 c l::' 

t,:, cc,m bacl 
Majc, Paget. 
ab ut getting 
the:, be'.::t. 

Ma • St Goi l::I ! went by th ... Le 1ta r... l.lt .... wt.Lt, = ,:-::t un:c,mf r tabl ... sea .j,::iurney. Retur, ing I managed 
v i Boulougne: order to ._~11 upon the De BRC Ba_e De~oi 

While on leave I saw the SA Hospital and Comforts rund 
new cars for the ambulances and have their promises to do 

I lso visited War Office and arranged for method of 
t"'-' h- c. 
to g~i .i. ~ 

p ese t d 

I ~isif-d tt- BRC London and aw Si E1 nest Clark in regard 
~is help fc,' !ilett~ng the F': ld •<it .... hen which has beer 

t~ : J l::'h R~ . D ... Jle, d t ope t~i may e ntu lly be 
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po~sible. Whil :n Lc,nd,:n I t,ad an ·nt est:ng talk with B,:,ur.ne c,n tt 
,rec,rgar,:-=:,e1ti,:,r, _ tf e1 the on :1 bett footing th_ 
c,rgani ati ,_,n f the SAMC iits Met Pri,1gle lcu:,king e,y 
fit, ha i g ~-~ b- J ~ ',ys !:t i- 3 month- lee1 ~ tw sr. 
My ,r tur'"' .;;_ .. , y as Ma.j r 1(i11der sle., 

,_, is an : ,;;'"'._.-t,:, .. i_ (L :,f C) i. F', ,c .... 
He kindl., t._ 1, ith d the s,:hcu:,l r 

kery at Etapl:::"" h~ ,:h ·..:..r y int , e_' :ny, and d, c,11e me on tc, th 
Gen. Hosp:tal at Abb ... ~1 1 , - I _tay d the , :ght. The Gen. Hc,_pit 1 
had gr,:,wn ir,tc, qui+ - la, \:I :c, ,cer1,, and by the help c,f varic,us funds 
ha new _~=~le d"d - •f~'" c 1d d-i g excellent orJ. They are also 
g,·ad-e1lly ....... ~'-; g up ~,ut. p 1 _e ,:,f t_ t."._h i=> a at 
impr eme t. T __ _ t~ e,,ing - d s'"Q, d ... '.e n ~ght i n Ami en "' , 
wh :::re a car f et ._ h- d m " he 1 '"' t m , --: in \:I • On h i r: g the LU ii t h eY e I 
fc,und Lau, ie had be n tak ,, ill w:th fe t and has gc,ne tc, Hc,spital. 
The unit had n_, eJ here ... ,t,,_,1.lt 5 d y- g,:, 1d ,:,r, tt,- 12th. e gc, t:. 
Fins, ... , d the in t ,: the i r c, 1 d front wh i c h he he 1 d in D~ i ion g- s ·-· 
D-:ember ,d Thi- ,. the ., · ·• • ime w;.: t,a gc,n ... · ,.an ... , t. ., --· 
actuaily into We e reli i g the 39th Di11ision who the same sect r • 
: i::,i ,ally el · 

19 Mar -h 191°. rins. M,i d -· ing ~t -et. We march d up he e anj 
tc, k ovet ft _m the 132nd. F"A 39th Di ~-i-, o, the 12tt.. "i g ·~at de l 
of defen,:e we, \ k has bee.. dc,ne :;ince we were her= :2 months ag,:,. 
Tr nches ha11e been o t!in d about a f_ t daep, and wi ed i f,ont. 
There is a succe ~ion of - I think 5 line· of de"en: , 3 of hi:h are 
behind u:;. ''= h.::.'::: -1 o been '"':,_+er' i. -lab.:, t ~eme_ :f d..a" ,: 
and e,.actly wh"'t t: de, i, ._ :;e _f withd ·wal. All thi i o:::,., 
di"'e · -nt t,::i 1--t .,_ar. Th- W- wer 11 fc,r att.,_J r:d .:, th __ ght f 
defence. Th-~ we talked about ha.irg ar r i ed by ow at tte winding up 
stages i:.f th war. Tei be un the defensi t:r now s_ems the abandc,nemerit 
c.f all hu..,c' ,:," c:u ,.th: g _ncl;...,_i.,1e f, c,m a mi 1 :t_, y p_i..t f ~='w. ! 
think no doubt the Camb ai di-a..:ter has waked the t1igher command up t~ 
t,_, r .t t?-- .. • ;t b en "c;1 1 y t_ be -s Ltnp ep ... 11 d f ._r d_fe; --
to the pre~~1 t. Leslie Wisely is ith ow f the RFA Bde-= attached t 
th 39th Di · ..:i bu~ I t1 b-- -bl t_ 1 :,c,J ~ ~ up Je are 
toe, sh._,t harded. P ... wer :s still in Par:s .t!.-ndi.,g th "llied Med~: 1 
Conferen-~ and wr~tes that he d-es not expect to return until the 23rd. 
at 1 east. Laur :e is il 1 and sc, is Le iseu, • Mc Aust in is c,n 1 ea -= ar d 
GA Beyers at a ",:c,urse" at the a r my schoc,l. Sin:e being her the 
weathe, ha:; bee si npl y wc,nde, "-,1. Mi 1 d and wa n, f pl -·= "et tha, 
one =aA generally hope fc even in Summer. Today however th- e is a 
change. Th ind ,_,as g=ne to the SW and wet and gl=om ha s-t i • 
Howev-r the gener~l appea,anca is against a complete brea~ up. E11er,
few days .Je get ~ ._,rning that the German wil 1 att.:td .. "., ;t mc,,rning". 

t-..... "" been .... _~ ·~ - siderabl.. .. quantitio ,:,f 9-- sh 11..., itt , dthe 
reeults. The di ision on ou left (2~d) has dl ady lo_t 

s: _ .. h_ ~-np .:\ril,1 dLabl-'"'. ~Jet. t -·cl c,ut -· 100 -~ 
to t,_,e present 11 in two de1ys. The ga~ y·~d ;- mo~tly hat th 
To,mie- c !l ", ... ,..Jt f ~ ..J"• Tt .. e g __ ,t '"'"". d :r !'!amm:tt~on c,f 
the eyes, ar d late, bu , i. y f the skin, ... au ~ .. ~ bl ~-tc:1..;., and at th 
:;ame time c .. ,1...1s:ng gr eat ir.-itati n c.f tt, bYc,nct i.:tl tra t and lung,:;. 
The bowels ~ e al-O affected and a good deal of abdominal pe1in. The 
last few day the symptoms are less as rega ds the eye=> and more 
pr,:,nc,unced a- Y-yaYd:; ~he he-t and abd•-•111~r. I'- eeir"" likelJ th t 
mi .ed gases are being us d. Th~ German_ seem+ be ~iming at ~hemi al-
hi:h :mpregn~te th ground and :ontin u. f~ daJ- t mit p-i- GOU-

fumes with the , esult that the area b c,:,mes almc,st uninhabitable. Th 
bulk ,:,f the me, got ga-sed merely by '"'assi g c, e, th- gr o urd tha:.. h d 



been 
Jear 

·1ery 
le-!:; 
--'::~,b" 

shelled tw:, b F r e and \lh , it -ce ed Lln1 
rr•ask, smel 1 a"' s =>1 ,;.gt t. A • -Pl ar1e - k ha- be ..... ,, 

active =s - we a ,:,_,,, ___ , n d, al d ,: ::e Llent1 1 we ~· ._ - e, 
_. f the Besch. Tt,e eh-.; be r · e J littl- b ,: !:)::. ;1 h t T h.:, 1e c, 

g •:: °'L,1, _t 1 1 l:I' ~t 1 i_,;.t ti,:•n:.,. Or 

my , et ... ,rn I fc•Llnd letter;;; f c,m the Amel' ican Med. Hqs t~ a,d.:ng me fo 
s,:,me 
,:,:,me 
. ,. 
l" 
he e 

ncite_. ,:,r the use an:! appl.;.,:atic,n ,:,f my splint ,din ,;. 4,;r:1 met_ 
and i wit them a ~oc,n ~ I _oL\ld find t,;.me. ! h ~ t- d- -, 

-. , ~ be i Pi : g 1 t n d _ n t t = 12t h "'~ d , J ,_ g ·-· + 

- =c. r - w .... g in t _ Ll, f,:,r ;: ~b eng"'~ • 

21 Mar h 1918. i:-·n_. This m._, ny t ··.4~ am w e _ us d b.r 
fLl ic•Ll"" b_mb rdmen 4

, long an e .• tended f .... nt, h.ich seemed 11 tte bLllL 
t,:, be north ._.f L,:::. Thi:: the ,:,pe, .;.1,g 1..1 f th- !or g e .. ;p _t d Ger mar • 
. _.ffens: ~Je e.... up d1 --ed r ,_t long aftr:rwards. As it grew 
!i;1ht .:ases bega~ to come in~ d hav2 conti0L1ed all day, bLlt 
n,:,t ir · _r.1 1arge Lim' er-. The Ge, mai-,s L\sed a f gas wt .ich 
has : ... ,sed .., +- nLlmb ~ _ .:;:; ... ,al t i D , g._ :,J d c,,! 
c,f sh , ap c:l t, :: be n "i ""d L\:: ar1d a ,_ 
,arded in .. h :ar1p, b.._ f ... t"",n:;telJ t- = . ._ . .., in an.t 
casL\alties. One shell pitched right at the entrance uf the Receiving 
HL1t, wher.. t~ e Sgt. Majc,r O<imberley) w - l,,,;ic,l·i,,g at "" motc,r cJ,:le 
The cycle ........ s t,lown intc, the a.;.r ,:lean over ,."1e hL1t ar,d la11d d n~c1, ,:1ur 
Dressi •9 i::•,:11:,m, ab ,:Ll"' 30 , · ds a,r, and bJ a w.:nd fL,l p ie_e ._" gocd 
"o ·tune the SM J.::s r _ t ,:, '- than h~ k .:m Lip. An,:,the shel 1 tc,re up ou 
water main. !t h~~ been d:"fi,:ult tc, gathe e.. tly h t ha t appened, 
bLlt it seems th t the 21st. Di isi ,c,n :,n C•Ll , ight t, ., been dri en bad 
somewhat. Our d.;. i ic,n h""s d, i·.1e c,f .. 11 c1tt'"'._L=> =>--' .. a,. I am 
w, ,;.ting at 1..•dd i,,+-c: al :.> ,d 1 1.. t 1• p11; -:m ... w,:,ur.ded wh have cc,me i.. 
_a, the 2!-t Di .:._ic,r, h'"' .;,:,1.mte1 ttack d, ar,d -yained th- 1,:,st 
g~:Llnd, but '_th th .r be s e,1. Our .ing the 
j the Ge mar pl nes '"'a they 1 a,1 s ~, = 1,,,.1t,en it 
, eal ly ._,:,unt-::,. Th"".r d,:::-t ly 4 tal 1 had .., i , J 

sh·t "'.:.m ... ,dth-nc •-=·- ,_,::, :,·t ... rig:,n e aloe._ ;_,n:;, but 
none of ~Ll planes pLlt i a1 appea.anc to g.;.· e them battle. Our ai 
se, · ic seem:; lacl ing on impc,r tant occasions, while an enc,rmc,us am1:•L1nt 
_ f pat ol l il,g goes on du, ing "peace war fare". T m-rrow ..,r,:,mises tc, b ... 
a day fLlll c,f int- -st. The b_mba, dm-, ,._ a·e te , .:.t,;._ -r, bc,+h ::l.:l.::
th~t .:.t is d-~b,.. 1 hether e sta'l be f ·ccd t r-ti e, -s ha;, bee, 
the c se with t'"1e -tt.:._k_ in tl-ie past. The Ger ar1- h-, ·e -eld:,m .;t:pped 
u:: at '"he ;,ta t, thoLlgh they ha e managed it ii1 the 1 ater and mc,r2 
brc,ken fighting. It weiLlld seem therefc,re that as the1 ha.e n_,t 
sL1c ... eedeJ at the sta, t th._:, ill f.i.,,d it. e y diffi.:1..,lt ... o gc, on again 
tum ow. So °'a ,;.t has alway=> been held th~t th~ ~ttacker can always 
g-in ,:\t f; -" by the eight f 1 ;s b,:,mbardment and h· v ing the 
.:,:, cen ,., a+-ic•r. ,just where he nt..:. Of . .:,:•LI ... e - t,'"' e not .1._t h d 
wha.,. ha ~ happened el.:; wher ._,, h,::iw f l th- at a_ 1 t"'nd d. Thi-
m,:, ,,,;. l.l .., c,1 c;,.., Lill d. He w'"'s le- tly ... ,ctir,g .. , 
batma,,, d ,, wt,.:, h s beer th c,ugt: .... 11 the b .ttles 
un d. PaJ, was al _c, sl i !:lht 1 y w,:,unded in the knee, but 

the·w.i.se we hdVe come off well. 

24 Ma, c!-- 1'?18. Bron"ay F'~ rn . C!._ I hin"'-d h , !_,_t i'· i. g, thi •',;I ~ 

ha e bee fa· me, - e··citing then I ar+-i:ipated then. T.: t .... ke up the 
thread ,:.f e ·ents and n~te them :;hortlJ. The ""eatt:e. h.:\.., been 
id·:; mmerlike all the time. F'rom the morning of 21st we were k~..,t 

m,:,deratelJ bLl-y bLlt were able all the time to c p"' w.ith the 
.: ... -1:5uell. .. ,t·_, .;itt,x1gt. wei ... de: 1.i.ng itt lL "'' g ~ .. ;ed arid 
~ , .L _s. Re..,:: t- i.;,, 21st ::hc,wed tt,at we ~9th Di • ) r e hc,lding ff 



.ihe a .._ -1 ~t _ J On tt - :'.2nd the ~i _, ! · ,g g '" t 111-· • -

; gc,rc,Lls ,:, u~ d ab .:u+- '-';;;, med tc, be '"e-p ing :illr1d t;: c,ur r ight 
fla ,k. "be t 4 i the ,:;4't ,_o , e "lied by th"' RC's t:i b"' 
.. re..,a e"" +- b '1Llts th.:.\t igt. ... ..:;c, ! er.t ,:, ,,.·er to Nu, 1 u to get 
new~. The"e I '1ea'"d t~ t t.,_,e 21..,t a1,d 16th o· -i_,-:: cir, .: , ... r , ight we, 
=' i r1 g and e'"_ tc, fall bacl: on the "G1" - Li1 e". The Bos,:h 
ere , d arcirg or Heramont, which as =nlJ 3 kilomet es dWQY• 

n, .Jc.., '-j _tp Ll ... ~i g d , e~ -" .... :, a+- on,:e vi Nurlll 
+ Hautallaine- r,e,., _, :ame ~n relati e tom,:, ing 

B.--h ._ b --" ill ,:,:, ng : • ) 1.30 pm .Je ..... 
a d 4', ,:,m the bea e . ,:, ff i c er s ahead that the;y wer e 

,: .... nded. Ir ,_ had b"'_,, ~:;sued that fr um 
~ _ ld h et= be 1 ft. When I left about 5.45 

the Bos,:!"' were c, t:c" l'" ;;. , ::.dge ab:,ut "" mile way, ar,d I c aft aid 
Llst -.4' :,Ll s I - fit: 19 way t t~. last. 

"ft r wa- ..,et -n f · ""'. As we pas e d tti c, ... 1gh th 
"Gr-en Line" ::: o" ..., -P ati n f._, ~t:; defen,_e. In 
the mean time we that the 21st and 16th we; e st i 11 ir, r t eat. 
')t Mo.i"'lans I g e ,:, s f_ ,:,Llr t an-port which - t-.ad sent b :I i, 
the ea lJ L,c,u _ .-.4' the day t,:, move after me ar,d th'"'n went on and fi:,;ed 
=n _;te 4'o b~ :udc 4'u the night This was in - glllly near the 
p,: i t where th 4a t - 1 ! - i. e . Cl -r J R ad .i h Pe ,:,nne R,:,.ad. It 
a- nea, ly midn:ght b-4' e all fed and lyi ,g d,:,wn t: 
e _,.._ Lll:::f.i1J be.::1.tif l -Ltmme night At ab L t 2 am Capt • .Jacl, 

arrived with ea ders that = ere t= mo eat da n -s the Di l . was und-, 
._.r 't:'r ... t "dll ba_ 1, : , ._onfcrmity :th ..... ~ n-, 1 mi..; e. S,:, by 7.30 am 

e we e c,n t~.e . .:,ad aga~ .. and tr'""I ked t Cc,mbles, wt e e w c,utspam1ed 
.::1t abc~t 11 It w~~ then ha._ ,d b, ight, and managed tc ha,e 
b~t~ , - ':.h~l l ~ 1--, , ich had been f · 11 d · th te b, ~~le Ye._ent 
, a i • "s ti went :n the gun4'i ::: i _ c se'"' : ig:::,w" and w cc,uld 
hear she! l..:; cc,mi g th _ c,H,cr - · de •: f tt e i dg w~ h d cr-ssed jllst 
b-hind c.:mbles. Tter, :,c,t e,bal order t go c,n agai., but 1, 

defi .ite c,bj ::ti -· Sc, e p :eeded b}I Gu:llemont, Trone~ W,:,,:,d and 
Longue,.al tc, Ma i._aur t and so tc, this camp, getti,19 her c: about 6 pm c,n 
23rd. La1..1r ie tt.l , n up f, ._ .... H_spital on 23rd and jciined us at Cc,mblc-
and -1 G.A. BeJ ..,. "1:!. th::: way bad~ •eh e :;_,;;r, n,:,t a sign ,:,f any 

e• L.ne being 4'_ .. , d, b t l,tt ""ly 1.. i," ..... :19 Di is~=i ..... and 
A till- J h- - hee- _om·ng up. One i- hearir g -11 sorts of rumours, 
bllt ._ne thing t =t i out -tar.ding is tt.at tt,e 9th Di isic,n has been the 
, .... i11-tQy 'J~ t~ e , et eat and f-hat the SA tr _,c,p ~n p .... ti ... 1..,lar ha.e been 

the most ~onspi=u s. Capt. Sm:th RMO of the 1-t Rcgim~nt ~,s Just 
=ome iR and sa)S the Bosch have 10w got Clery and that we ha e fallen 
back on ~ "idg ~a, ~au ~pas. So far eh .e epelled every ""ttac~ 
and h : n l J h "" ,.. ·- 4' ! 1 b ._ ! • . : : , , 4' :. , , it J it h t h Di • I i ,:, n s - n OLI, 

right and left. 

25 M _h 1918. B ""J C=rbie Road. Since wr iti ,g y::: t_, dc\y I ha _c,me 
on in ch ... rge c,f t. anspc,rt and men 1,c,t re4ui ed i,1 F" -nt, t "" ..,c,int 
aboyt 5 1,ilc . be,ond Bay. Veste day Qfternoon the ne s =ame in that 
the SA Bri:1ade in holding bacl the Bosch, had got ~-r1ounded. Rather 
th r be ~ L · tJ t: th= di-::gra:::ef 1 t ~t o4' t~ d" fl i 
they de,:idcd to 4'ight to a fin~sh. A ounded mar, tells tt ,.,t c\4'te 11 
their ammuni,..ior, a-:: dc,ne, Colc,nel He-le (tt,e c,nl) batt~l!ic,n mmar d-
left) called ,n his men to fix bayonet= which they did. He then led 
the in a 1~ t ::harge against the enemy. General Da _o, and all hi= 
taff we~e ~ ith the Brig""d-, and ~t ill go d=wn in history that Sou th 

"if, :cans at any ,'ate refused tc, fly befc,r the znem) 1 il'e tt . 
,-1i ...,icabl ,-1i L;!8n ou 4'! ~ .ks. The la t stard - f t1-e ~outh AfrL 
Brig de a_ de at tha B .... ,is Marriel'" e.., ,:,r: the B,:,u:r,a 51,-s Cl y F~~Jg • 



This ba+-tl- ~ .:.;; st , •'"' ... ! ~.- _ l •a) ... f v, ed, b t n .... - J·-t 1 iL d 
to e.prese, ~nd that .. ~ that English•. oo~- ha e no l:nger any eal 
g .... "Jev- ha.'- S::c,ttish, c,1 Cc,lonial trc11:,ps given in 1 ike the 
Er,gli..../, .. d I feel e.J little elian,:e c never be placed in them 

gai'"1. All th g~. the w it :s H - ~ cttish fi, -::.t ar d latte !., the 
col-nial t dc,r.e all t'.e "":ihti g. 0... ., ·1 :;:;s i e-.e:, 
case '1-ve bc::c..,, 1 d:::e f +t:._ E, \al! :_h t .:, P-· Ou, P 
h-d 'a ded d _c,, d.:.r,ed t'"'-il , -..:•. c,f p .:i t. i-tism arc 
c,:,u,age by c,r p !ti:, incide,+, and feeble"' .. ,_use. 
~ .. t;i th: h-le p. -P r "'"d t,_, : 11 a ::p de c spad..: ar,d 
cea ;.i e t_ :ilc,.::;:: ._. e c, ... ., sh::,,·t ,:.ming.:, e -h 11 e,-, be able tc, regain 
:Lr p 1 e:: .... ig:!. "= la des:e,d;:;d t_ vitup ....... ~i_r and g.1+:t:::r-nipe 

· it: i::i _ ::," cuY .... n~my, h:l +- ..... ~,a c,t '- n able t- h:,ld'"' .andle 
t . .:, t~em fc,r eal espirit de .... 1.,~p- r d patric,tism. The ,1., c,:,mf,:,rting 
thing :n it 11 th ... ,t En1;1! ishme:i whr:,; ha e gone t,:, c,the, ~a, t ,:,f thL 
Empire, lik-= ::,Id c::ed t,ransfe,ed t,:, .. ew ::_il, have th- e maii,t .i.n=d the 
char~cteri ti-= of t'.e ::ld stock, and kept them fresh. The blow to 
Er,gl i-h i-i est ig _ i c _ t '-'1-'-ndei ... ,:: and wo Scac by f r than the smash up n,::: 
going on. Hee _ol~ i-1 e.:.d:, di- be-ide t~e: 
h::. b r e =--· 1 =• .:: wh i.,_ has ,:c,me tc, 
the ~ush the:, _ a d.:;. "h- I ._am-
ai 2., J_,::;t r ight ,a;n_ ~four di :_i::n wa- preparing t: dLfend t~E 
line from Maricc,urt t·- Suzan cac, Jhilst relieving di• isi,_,ns e\ e gcii,1g 
in to t:, nd h._.'d th- 1:ne i fr ,t c,f M .. , icou t which we were still 
hc,l ding. 

27 M.:;r,:'"' 1'318. ttenne ,,:,:,uort ~J::d. Cc,nti u i g fr _m 23, d. Wh n the 
C:lcnel and ... h_, .... s ... _r ~w~ men i.ed t t'.e ::amp w .... d .... c'd d (tere I 
had t:: bi eat c,ff'. Ma eh 26th k: gc, :.n f,:. ab,:.ut .:-. il t_. .... .... g 

as in +-he pr-::e:: r :on.t uct::n "or Hanley-P g 
d as temp: ar :1/ bei . g used bJ r1 ight ,:,f ,:cL1r c,bser· i ,g 

~lane~. H r e -= m de ou sel es most :omf:: table and thinking we were 
r,ow sc, far back and that the line was gc,:,,g tc, b held, we all t ... ,rned 
:n and sc,me c,f us gc,t intc, py.jamas f,:.r the f i st time. Hc,we e, we had 
n- '" been :- bed - e than abc,ut 1/2 an h,:, r , when Capt. P.ar kir,s fDADMS) 
cam to sa) e mwst move Qt once to Bui - --' L'ar.:,e. 
went g .... i , l 2~ .. g ... h_ men making 1-1r2p- .:-t · ,:,n ... -, t; r, 
beaut:ful new oe, od, - e. We reached our de · tination in t'.e e~rlJ t,_u -
.:,f 26th. f:. d:n:1 the illage deserted. Aft , Q:t: g ar. hoL\ 
a,d getting ,c "urth orders we made ou -el e_ a- comfeortabl~ a-
~·=·=-ible in the i-.c .... ,ses, fr::.m which +-h'-' Jretch_d in?-abitant:: t,ad fled 
lea' irig evel"ythin::1 .j .... s... as it was. Abc,ut 10 am we got c,rd .... r to fall 
back on Henen:ou t, where we camped in the shelter 6f the wood, iggi, g 
up ,:,u •en t- tc, deal with wc,unded. The e we spent tt. n::iht f the 26 
27th. DL1.-· ,g t ,e n:gt.t the German plane:; b::mbed ha ily ard aft_ 
doi n g thi~ ~1e lo and _mptied the:r ma-hin- gun:: along th .... oad-, 
there be· g br:lliant m_ .... 1:ght. 

... ,, '" Or, the me,, ni r .g of the 27th we we, e tc,ld 
hel~ up on the out-kits of Al~e t c a 1: 

2° Ma, ,:h 
th.:.t th 
=k ~ ... ~ "' t Bui Our orde e e &o t k .et the 
1 i e, s- L 'e~a~n~ it e. A= we cameo er t _ th~ 
Ancke Valle., we not.i._ed the shelling getting athe b, isk and saw c,ur 
troops falling ba._t, : .. the left. Our men wh,:, were ::c,ming bad, said 
they had been ._.rdered tc, fall back on to the ne:,;t ridge seo th : c.: w~ 
no•h:ng ~ .. t it but t: ::,:,me back toe,. The Bosch th ... n p1-1t Lip a fai lJ 
good b -.r 5.9 HE beh.;r d LIS and anc,th .... , ... f g s si-. .. 11_ ab .l t 250 
yard- th t "' . . As .,.,-= t-> --""d t _ g .. , I w s w 1 1 in::1 
ith and La ie ab ...... t 10 ya(ds behind, _t,ell pitched 



13:1 
1 ss than J d "r-c,m 
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and sp ... ttercd u all 
e Lauyie wa;:;> n :t hi&. 

• er with 
(Had t ... lyi g - . tt • 

b,eal. c.ff t c, m ve 

29 .M - r ._ h 1 'J 1 8 M:: . 1ed !-- ;ght. Tc ._:, t i nu- th:: 
:c:uysc -" ' - ""'-:ap_ ~de ou, a:, ba:' t 
L_ .. i- al, _ e,· ... ta_ :c> t tL:.n f ::im 2St•. 
c-A. A- f, h trc,op- f • ., i oper, : ,, d t 
rep::! tt,e "'tta:l. ::.pc,k Gen. l:ennedJ of 26th. Brigade. It ::.-ems 
.:.t wC\"' h.:._ Bi .:.gad- th~t a fC\11 ing b"'"''-k c,wing t,.;., some m.:.sunde, 
=-1-and:, g, ard that they we goin; &-ke th .... ir p~::.itio i 
Der _n cc:u t 11a!!-J. Sh:rt.I:, -"t ... I _a._h"ng L- i~ al c,td=, came fo U

-1-o + ke over ~ d ::.o w decided to remain t~--- ur -1-i! -- men came up. 
11e !- :! lun:h ith 28tt ._f-"i,:""rs, d had .jut -":11:shed wh n a 5.'? 
landed ~lm:st ag~i _t the w~l! of the house, shattering all the window::. 
and ~~i gi. g de, d·,c:we "plaste, f _m fhe ceiling. At about 3 p ... 
'the hour by i..ic:h e .er._ t tat,e C• 1,.;r) anott,er" C; d ,_am'-' S""J'ing We 
we . e to :ome back and thct an Aust alian ~A would t ke o•er, :: e 

._-1-._,r0ed t._. t:_. n: _ t tJ.:c,d, .~_, e - "o .. :,d - t pe _.,le p, -Pa ed t- - -
_ff. We g=t t_ T~uten-our-1- i~ the - vening and lodged :omfor •ably i ~ 
c:-, 1-:ti,., ..,-" 1- -1-- cf +-he 111; s:h.:·ol the, On th ay we p s_.._J 
~• d cf tro=ps _nd gu s bcth comi, ~ and goi g, and "or the p'esent the 
.,Yog ess cf th~ B-sch seem~ :ent ed along the Anc However as f ~ as 

..... D.:. ... .:._:.._,n i _ , -..-• n-d we h c _.!1 alc,ng h-ld -1-hem whe e.ei it ;:;> 
nece _ar-y and onl.1 r""ti,ed on ot ders tc, d s i,, :._,r,f:,rmitJ w ith the 
fl __ :n~ di : i: : :.... ""lan' -r,:,day tt w--th-, h ::. b r ,_,k._, ar ~ .:.~ 
·= ~ ~~i ~ st dilJ 
Later eir,ce itir~ th·- me,, ,i '\:I we ha· e mc,ved agai and a""' nc,w at 
R i:: i!le, ---d ., ~,,. _ th- iilY t,:, get ·~i .. ~ well c,ut _ ... -t-he battl-

t: efit. It ~ppe· s ... hat _,ur- Di :sic,r, will net h .e lc,st sc, = J 

... fter -11 ... ,_ - :c,ming i .. "" r- _ all ::.c,u ,:es, ha· ing become 
~. :1J ... , ... _ ff in the rapid ret eat. I have just 

-f e '""'t::. in t~- Tim:s c."" 26th id , ~1- -
whc,le i- fa: r}J• a,::.... -1-.._ bu-1- c,f :C•Llf'-e talks in the me,_-" .,,.Llls,:,me man 1- r 

th_ "" u r t -p-. Und-ub ... cdly the - ha e b -nm n :, 
t '..,, tas beer, f , tc,o 1~ g prc,po, tic,n of 

- - a ~d1:c and u ,"-r-1- Qtely thi- seems entirely c: fined to the English 
, eg.:.ment~. I, ,_. _.:. gle ,:ase wei e Scottish o, Coloni ... ,1 t,r op- d, i . n 
from their position-, against which the German ... hurled their greate~t 

, ,..,il::;-1- .. inn merable ca-es di i_.:..: .. - lil.::: t' e 2! t d 16tt 
fled 1-.e" ,:,"'e eve ""hey - e atta,:'·ed ar d ne _,.. "ir~d a :.t,ot in d- fe ,:e. 
!f we -,te -1-c, Y::g i .. ,:u, p - stige act:; like these should be held up to 
the scor. -1-heJ de=er _ardour army be puyged of uc• e min. 

REPORT OM THE PART TAKEN BY THE S.A. rIELD AMBULANCE !N THE OPERATION 
DURING THE RECENT BATTLE F'ROM 21ST MARCH 1918. 

1 ") ...... 2~ ~ :h. Map Re .... 57 C - 62 C. 
The unit tovk c ::, -1-he MOS at ~ins V.18.C f om 132nd ~A 39th Division 

•1-e 12th. Si ~-: pation ~.,,. -1-h's ur ~ b) th- Di • .:. n D :embe 
nd Tan. 1-.--1-, .::l gre t deal _"' '"'efe _i ·- w.:, t t-,_d b~en car ied c,ut, and 

plans in ac:ord n, __ i+:h tt,;, ic:- d tc, ._, it "' . Ou• i ..... t -ti ,_ w r

to make rr~.,gaments "o deali g ith walking wounded, l;ing wounded 
and gas ,: .. ,=e • In t~e e 1:::nt ,:,f , attack we we to ha 1.. an c,fficer 
ar.d 30 ,e .:. n , c-Qdine-- t ._. 11:i ifc,, c tf-.e f-•rward po::.t"'. The forw.:\ d 
re a::; ma ned bJ the 27th F'A. On the ev~ ing of the 12th we had 

C; de t b'- pY ..,a "-d .&c .. :: t .... ~,-- 1 tt - fol!1:,wi g mar ,i ,g. Du · 1;1 tt _ 
day a ide. able, umb, o• g~-sed :as= _ame through. Th- g.~at bulk 

.,,. t• ese sh- ed typical· -Jmptc,ms of "mu-ta d gas pccisc,ning", the 
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bur s and bl~sters being ath . n,:,ti:2able. The _!:thing 

::;i :gh .. , J and in many ,:ases hardly =t .::11 .: .. pregn.:ted .i.th the 
~ ...... g... In .:.,:,:c,rdar,._e with i, struc' .:_ .s the=.e ca..,e-

b & ::.:! i h _,t . i a+ er, 
eJ - ~ -th ... d ;th Be, i,: L,:,ti_, . ,d ·1 drop..,ed : 

- ..,-._thi ,g mi:,;tll e nd hypc,de1 mi ::; : f .:amph_, we ... -1-u 
of tt~ :a=.es c p =-- d re1· ff, : TI the=.e mea..,u, e_ 

i .. ,:,d ... r .:-. t: ,: c,m f : , t • Th '='' =at b .... 1 1 ,:, " t t,... ,._ .., t::."..., 
d.: ... J -t th MDS. Con:Llr entl, .:th +hi~ fa: 

and lying .::y.., s :ame throllgh, bllt at -o 6 ima was 
Thee· a,: tic,n - nd _:llc:t:c,n ' _, f rwa·d pc,..,t 

- C:L\Z~d :LI'.: w :ar i ... ~ OL\t b~ ::i J M~WO ,- the 
da)-, aft t'1 .... t ar. ..,. men+ wer2 made it~ "1_. 3 M')C ~-

t ~e a.)'si a.:tig~c,:.:::ipe ithtt.ee·a,:a6 i s. R.,.the. 
:.:onfusing de ere gi en ir ~agard tu the d.:sp~~ 1 of the :lothing 
ar.d eqlli.., ... ~ _, g ssed ::ases, whi,:h resL1lted i, ~he ac Llmlllati,:,n c,f a 
:on-.:derab!e m:L1rt at the MDS. 

21 M~ r- .::h "'318. 
'.:h 1 1 i :"1 g C f OL\ 
beav-er pa 
~'2 OR tc, 
10 OR tei 

A+ 4 15 - 1 th ... G m , Dar. ge .., ..,u~ 
g~ ::n :c,mmen,:ed. I I a:~ordan:e itr. HOMS inst 

-· + ::: .. .r _, S d • 1 2d. 

8 OR tc, , egiment 

u,: t .i. ,:,ns 

A.., d.::.wn b '",ke C.3.-"'.., ,:,f ~11 '.: .. ds be.,. ... ,n t :: m ... in. '\s p e • .i.ouslJ 
- r ar ged j .:.i,,"·~ C me t.., ' !::,r,r.:es f::.r th= waU i.,g c,ur,ded and MAC :a,rs 
::ame up t .... de-.1 :;,&h H;,_ c ... _u ... tic,n, h:::h .-ent ,_,n smc,othl,. Th"' 
nll~b ,:.f ::a::; a!+i ... s ,:,t g~e~t, a'"ld w2ll iP. +h .., w ... - -·" 
ar an::,-m- +- t c:,~- with. Early i H,t::." .'.'.!,y 4-',e :amp as ..,helled. Or ... 
sh2ll la,~ i" th ... h th hou=e and cJt the w tc main, but thi.., wa-
~= n got :: tr::l bJ +he RES. No g·ea& d age .::,.., done and no 
:asualtie!:'. _ 4 . Th ughc,ut the da)' .:.hrap .. el wa bu, ..,t :: ,er the 
camp. As 4-he d. ew i, the flow ,of c""sL1altie::; dim.i.nished and 
r emai 1 ed ::;+ 2ady the n i ;iht. Th t day Pt e. Peac c,: L was k il 1 ed 
whil... s+ _4-._h_ -r-yi' ... dllmp and Pte. PaJ n 4-e 1,. .... ,:, d ... d ar,d 

a,. -+ed. J:4- t:,d J that i, ~ num~ c,f sl::ghtlJ ga.., .... ed 
==---, ~-· th~ e erJ slight eye sJmp4-:ms, ~ d o apparant 
imp egnation =" the cl-thing , that it wa~ unn~:essary to remove thei 
:lot~ing, C\ d the, er =.:mply sent to the 28th FA f~r obser ation. At 
roc,r a te, t :::,._,L ... ::t.: .. :f the 65th FA and 2 c,fficers r .... i f""'rc du .:it 
the MDS, -- ~!so L~. Saunde.s MRC f,om t~e 28th FA. 

22 Ma""::h 1918. D.,, i g the e-1 1, h >"S ::." the m:, i ;i the 4- r ar.sp~ t was 
sent i ._h rge :" Lt. GM F.:ichards: . 4-.:;; await :rders at M,: isl ,..,. 295 
w~gcns and ~ f'"'',.,:.., bei g _4-_,in d ";'.Jr eme gency p Y p Ther ... 
steady .,, " :: ""Ses :: " 11 ;:,, ts, but t s._ ~.s as the 
p evious dg,. Th= p:int that was noticeable abowt was 
that th2 ... ,:: -J .. ..,t,:,ms were far less acute and th ... la,rJng.:t.:_, ar,d che~t 
S/mptom!:'. ma, ~ed, ~ilst blistering was e~ n las= mark=d. As the 
d ... J c h::. hQ d + o~ Fi "" with gas ~ j LtE L ... -.: er J tica y 
~. d 4-,h... sce":' ... d 4-Q b... _ e._..,i g c,~. d t .... ~-u r .:ght ~1 ,i 
w ... ! ! , .:i, 11 :a in+c, th2 .:: ip. At about 1

• 15 pm o, der 
a .:ved ",om ADS "o, u ~ to evacuate the MDS at once. I immediately 
se, ,t - ~.,, th... '=' !::> i th c,u e'"l._,i._,11 e, ,t and 3 1 c,rr ie 1 c,ad.., :,f med. 

+ r e=, ._ · m-"o ts, st et_h ... rs and blanket • 01 d""' s we, e then ser,t tc 
r_p ..... H n ;:c•ct... t ''8 ..... 17 d Capt. ~i=pple a+ c,_. _1 l2i 6, .. ~ ,d t_ .. _lea 
t ei .:und d rl f~!! h ,:•·, !e .... ir,g -4-,et_h_ .:.:a,se=. with f ._d if 
un.:-ble t get the... .... -,· I then ma ched th~ ir bc,dJ ..:-f men a,:y,:,ss 
::_ t.y · .. Maran:_u rt 4-o Moislan, leav in~ Majo Mur ay with 2 MAWS t: 
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.:1 ea~ •he enai Thi;;;, a- :a i. .. d : t 1d Sgt. Bensc,n (MT' 

_•ill b_ p~s-ible t~ :1-t c:\ ::a ba_t 
e , and as-it in dest ~ ~yin:1 the hu•-
e ,J .., , a- ._._ . ._,ld g_t bQ:l. t.n,_ 

MOS = __ id~ abl =::umul •1~n o~ Med. 
+e ia! -omm n-ed immedi=• ,,. tc :,rt out ard 

this d2.,. tt,._ lot ,·i-;;;, and ::: nt a ay 2 
:: ... ::! .... •~::. :1 nrl "'°"i r1m .t. f, ,:.mg .... ;;;, r1 c se,; t=· 0 2r .. rne, but a-
ulJ t-kc :+, i+ was dump d the e. On f:na!l,. 1-~ ing I tool 3 

lead= ... Me~ s, C- ... -, •=, =t et-h- - d blan~::ts, aw.~ 
me . D r !'1;1 •he d.:..,. -11, ~ :I i:u d_d - d :I '-' -- d "" o '""\:::S p s d 

b-·-' d onl.1 !.,::.n=' : s - •-alt ith. Si-L e e -la;,- sent bad. Ou 
,: d~ o '"" it~: ,g th._ MOS e· _ t .. .-, r ,: ___ j t::. H-L1f-allaines ,:d1d a_ th_ 

1 illage 1-1as c,ver'flcwn:1 ,., ith tr:c,p.:. I bi OL,a::ed at I.2 d 4.4. Th wh,:,le 
L ~if- ... i ally c:\sse b! d H;:-,e abc,ut 11 pm. In a,:,:c,rJance with e,b""l 
=·"'d- = - ... ADMS 2 l . :: + L :' t help in the evaC-, t i,::i, ._.f. 
Moi-! ~s. The~e !or ies were a::ompani_d by Lt. CF Beyers who wa- tc 

::~er• ~-·• .-1 t., -• M·-i_l s S:: 1 e ~l =tre~-~e. b-.;a,-·- re;crt.=d tt,_.t 
i;ht ~r :m t~ .... e::,,:m t= . 

23 Mar c'"' 1~18. "t 2 - C p+ T- ' a i-... d :t,. d- = f .... 
that we e e t ... . ..... ·.e tc Combles t dawn ar,d .... .:.t f._,·the, o, d • 
unit ar • ~d at camp abo~t 2 lilome• e= be~ond Combles on th 
Gui! 1~ o. • ~,:,.:..:! ... ,t 11 am and tre ._amped in b, .:.gh~ 
sunshine, wai•ing Whilst th& Lt . GA B~ye · s J~ined 
ha• i:1g 11 er1 ~ ._, , " ab-, ..... c,n d hi- ~ i • at Ham., ,he e 
bee -•~_ .... di'ig th- ,.,. .. hc::-.. 1. "b,:,_.t 2 t-:. ~ 1 t_ C .... ,..,t. La ,·i:: 
a riv'ed ~ .... ,m h ..... spit 1 t.a ,i, '=' ~ •c, -.- ... 1 d-. p ·+ :,~ hi::; k.:.t a• 
Peron,.... Ou; MAW'= e :: at thi t.:.me emp! .,-d in e acuating Mcdslan:a:; 
:n conjunct::. • .:.t?-- •he ::a · s -~ th_ :.:th .... r::-"'s "+ 2.30 p '"' , .... cei ed 
o der f, ... m ADMS to f a ll bac'. on the .. :gt-.b urhc,od of Ma, i::ou t, 
a ri.i n g -+ Br:, ~ay Fa·m at aboL+ 6 pm. Here e c~ ned u.., an Advan::-d 
D,es:::;· g Sta•::.o- i n J ~ :ti- ith 2P+h ~" i n •te fa,m b ildi g, the 
ne t da,.. 

2,-1 M- _ •si1°. " -per t the night ~t Bc,nf"ay f:::;ic' Fam. Our MAW' ... 
.... .._ ... mplc,ycd •he -e • mc,r1 ing in e acuating wc,unded f. ,::m the ridg 

between Combl-s Mu.epas, •hich the Div. was =till holding, and late o 
a.;, ·h o:·. i' •,.:I t_. p:.::.it ... _. - i .. ~.-ernt c,f Mar i,:-.Lla t and M,:,nta t.<a., • 
ALou~ m::.dd"".,. .Je ecei ed .o , ders to send 40 bearers arid an c,f~ .icer t ... , 
l"'~ri::::, ·• Thee e • :ff ir :ha"ge c,f Cpt. L~wl ie and Lt. GA Bey-";:,. 
Just ~c,r:: they !e~t C.:-p•. Smith W. 0 •. :amc i t: a-' ~- ,:a,~• 
~way dei s the SA Brig-de was holding a pos:tion Bo-che esre-
Cler J. -rt,::: wt :::il t"'a ty ret ... ,·n-d i. ab·:ut 2 t ou ... s w.ith the news ~ h + 
th_ SA Bd-- '"'ad be"" cut ,:,ff and the Di • was falli ,g bad 
MaricoLrt. Thate en:n ~ T ~eived order::; to send ta sp, t bact -long 
tt-e B ay Cc,, bie R -d. I sent it c,ff ... , eh-; ge o~ Ma..;or MLl, ray, 

.:t.~1 g +1-.., b .... 1 1 _f t~e me at B,~nf'ray r::-a r m. Due to the st "'":::;_; 
,:,f ,,: _::c, ds .. Lept ""'t · 1- · - ..,_st. 

25 Mar:h 1918. ,b_ t midday I ;~ceived order- *r ~DMS t o f 11 b~~' 
+he t·a.spot + .. the Br-y Co bie Road, e,en•uall~ h~u-ing the wh~l 

unit in ~ ,ewl) made aerodrome about 6 kilomet.es behind Bra,. Before 
le= i..g Capt. Lc:\wrie as det iled with a p,,rty f b"" s to prc,ceed t_ 
M:, .. -f;;"',uban, t_. :!eC\ th- 26+h Bd-. and 1st. ,:a ..... o.:. • Lt. CF Beye, 
remai~ed ,t Bonf~-., ~ ... m ith the est of tte be rers. At 11 pm on 

, de1 s ... c, ADMS th un: + m: ed +: Bui -Su1 L' anc e ing th- -
-h=_+ ~ and ~•-~ji :1 h., •ill dayl:ght ~c d- -· 
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26 Ma eh 1918. Orders ~··::. ·ed at ab,:0L1t 10 am t~ fall ba:::k c,n 
Henen:::ourt and ~o m an MOS the e. On a1 i.al the ~lace was so 
congested that I decided to work Linder can a- and pitched :::amp in the 
alley to the west and in the shelte, of Henen::::::u, t Wood. The MAWS and 

'-fAW'-s c,rked ' _,.., •i..; L.:- ieville and De1 nancou ... and w,:0L1nd""d we,_ 
a:::u~ted b)' MAC :::a = ar.d p ssirg le,, ies. Thi:; wod was :a ied 

throLlghout the -i~ht. 

2~ Ma=~ !9!8. On ,e-cipt of ~rders fyom ADMS to take over the forward 
a. a, I sent Ma~- · ~~ 1 -J and Cap .... Lawrie to econi cite, and late, o n 
re~eived a mes-ag_ 'rom •hem that the Div. was f !ling back from 
De 11an::-::...1, t, he, e they had ar,·ived _just as the retirement t..:,c,k place. 
They we e- awaiti g f L the, c,-de s - .. d p epa-i g t_ t~ke c,·,e f·om 28th 
FA -t La :e ille. La•e :n the da, on ,eceipt o' o der I handed o· er 
t~e site at Henen::o~ • Wood tc the 4th Australian FA and mo ed the unit 
to Toutencourt ar1 i ·ing thee about 6.30 pm. 

Today General Tudor who as our CRA has been given commando' ou, 
Divi=>:on and Gene al Bl~::kl._.,:k who has ._,,,1/ just been appointed t::: ou 
Division has been given command ~f the 35th Di i=>ion which is another 
of tho=e who r an. 

31 March 1918. B:::--e~il!e. All /est~ day we re ted at Ra! e.ille and 
were erJ ..,le sed t- do so, as e •a· e h~d little or no I est and i 
addition it --:,ed rca ly all day. I s..,~n ... mo-t -f the day drawing Lip 
a eport yf -Ur doing~ in the ret r eat for re:::ord purposes. This 
me,, ni ,g we moved t:: •his pla,:e, near wh:,:h we entrai for the North. I 
think e e yc,ne will b .... e y disapp,:,i,,tcd as Belgium is the ,_rst par t 
of the font and e eryone who goes thee de o tly hopes neve, to do so 
agai-. 

3 Ap i, i9!8. S .... dd:::, Camp ,ear 1 'ierstraat. On M,:inday 31st Ma eh we 
ma ._hed ir, •he -ve'"'::. ,g t Ca ,das where according t·- .-,1 og· amme we we, e 
to entrai'l at 9.20 pm. However it was about 2 am on April 1st before 
th •ya:n ar'i~ed. Thee were nothing but ~attle •ru:::ks, and we spent 
a •e y jolt 1 and smellie night trying tc sleep on the floor, upon wh:ch 
many a load of horse~ ~ad already journeyed. We jogged along all night 
and 'lext day till 3 pm, passing through Bc,ul ougne and Calais and St. 
Omer until we det· a~. ed at Abeele. Here we were met b}' l,:.rr.ies wt i,:'"' 
:::onveyed us tc this camp whi:::h is about 7 o 8000 yar ds behind the 
line. The orders whi:::h ~ave Just arrived instruct us to take c·c the 
forwa-d area, kile the 28th takes the MOS and the 27th the Rest 
Station. Our ADS will be at Voormezeele. 

4 Ap, ;1 1918. Voor mezeele ADS. We mo· ed up hete today and ~re now in 
the IY Co .., • Pe took er 'rom the 3rd Australian FA. Powe and 
La "'ie _ame up 1 ;:;;t c.ening arid to,:.i o er all the ,.,osts, which P, ingle 
inspected this a 't-.' ::-::. . We a1 e n,:, enscc,nc ed i n the eel 1 , s -: " 
sh-ttered house, hich are lept dry by pumping, but o. the whole thing
are 'ar mere :::~mfortable than one hoped' r in this ho ribl part f 
the line. Our predecessors have all put in good work with the resul• 
that a fair deg ee of comfort and shelter has been evulved out of 
otherwise hopeless looking place~. We presume that we are he e to 
"re'it" and that as all available di isions wil, now be -equired in the 
battle a-ea, ,e :::ould ,:t di:i ,:our "refitting" out ,:,f th ... line. 

6 Ap il 
tr-nc'"'es 
will be 

1918. V r mezeele. Yes•erday I made the Llsual tor of tt 
and as •his is SLlck an interesting secto a shot description 
worth recording. This place mL1st ha e been at one time the 
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cent e of srra!l illage. Th e i;:; , ,:,thi ,g 10w •c, be seer. bLtt th
very sh-ttered e ant~ of hoJ-es. Out Aid Post is athe a scattered 
af""ai.... The ,:e +-1 -1 pa·t .: ~ ~ seri s ;:,"" ,:ellar , whi.:I"' are p. c:,te:ted 
b}' •1-. ~eb, ::. = ._. f the hoLtse- ab - t :,gethet i th a medl y of sand anJ 
sandbags. T• .:el la s have been st engtt ened b,. sLtpports and wc,oden 
floors pLtt i~. A good deal cf water leaks in bLtt the,e is a _entral 
bilge h::le hi.:h is is ..,umped oLtt every 1 '4 ,..,f an hou c,r s,:,. In 
these .:ellar~ t,eat the walking woLtnded and ~lsu h v~ OLl li ing 
q a-ter=, and some qLta,,.ters ""or men. On the opposi+e ::;ide of the road 
? 2!eph~ • shcl•e ~ ha,e been ere_ted and -~i -- _ d ith: ncrete and 
earth, wh e Je d~Ql ith •te st 2tcher cases. A couple-' Ni-sen 
'futs, banked r.: d i•h e~r·h -gai ;;;,. bombing, but n,::i"'" shellproc,"" sere 
""or th- ga::; •ieatme,t place. Then ound aboLtt a e arious dLtgoLtts and 
-hel te. ::; benea · !-- the rLtins whe:-- e the me , sleep. c._ .• ~ider ing everything 
• .... e a e v ,ry comfo. table. F' m this po.,t b ... , tt e r,-xt on at Spoil bank 
is about a :.le. Spoi 1 bank is at the end of a cutti, g where the 
Yp. e::; Commine- c~. a! ~-es •houg~ ~ bit of~ hill. The AID Post there· 
is d ... ,g i .t::: the ban~ and '"luite well ..,r._te:::ted fr:m splinters. A direct 
hit would penet ate. F'r.:m Spoilba k w - ~l'ed up the canal along 
duck board track. The : nal is now r,-arl}' dry and its banks are 
bl ... ,sted by epeated shelli .g, out of all recc,gniti ... ,n. . Dugc,uts 
penet,ate it i all directions. As one alks alorg the top the scene 
is O"e o"" • ~11 ~sual •c intense shelling whilst here and there 
chimneys sti.:k appa-ent!; oLtt of t~= grcLtnd romi"g ' n the dugoLtts 
bene th, o. pe-hap5 a •hi- pipe emitting the exhust of one or other of 
the .,et ! eng.: e sed in ge, erating ele.:t· i:it., or pumpi g water, 
thrLtsts its way from a heap of debris. We ""ollowed the canal up until 
it came to · ..,c,i .. • here it meet- the rail •ay :, ather what is left of 
it. Here was th- fam--.s hil!c,ck kn ... ,wn as the "B1u1'f" anJ the trerch 
rLtnni n g along the r ai 1 ay Rail ay Trench. The ise in front i::; held by 
,:_,r :::utpost::; il ::;• the Ge man- a ·e j s• d :,..., , the other ::; ide. In th i -
area are J •::.l! be·s ~.,,. dLt~.:Ltts in whi_h 1·_ the bodies of both our 
men ard Germans ho ~a·~ died in hand to hand struggles. After 
,isi ting the RAP' s here, we made ,:,ur way back and having nc, guide and 
being -abl- to ~et reliable information we w-lked about Battle Wood 
until at last we met a ..,a t 1 of men who eally did know the country and 
""rom the;r ~irec•i- s made our way back to the railway and found the 
famoLts Uill 60. This has n~w been educed to a wild ma::;_ of: aters and 
huge shell hole- and lie- ell within our lies. The hill is down by a 
railw-y c-tti g - d the mounds on either sid~ ha - been almost blasted 
away by the expl~sion of 2 great mines which were set off when the 
Messines Ridge w::; capt r ed. The men n,:,w call it "Hc,le 60". F'rc,m Hill 
60 there is a good iew of the :ount y ~und and th~ Zillebeke Lake. 
The whcle of th1:- -::c,unt""y is torn ar,d blasted and nc,thing but stumps a 
few feet hi~h, re a4n _.,,. wha• were on.:e quite big ood~. 

10 f'.p1 i l 1918. ''o-r me::""=!..... s: n.:e .: t i,.g last the weather has been 
misty and damp, th:,ugh n,:,t ''er J • et. Things seemed pretty quiet here, 
but yesterd-~ a ~e / lively bomb-·dment -tarted up South of us. We got 
nc, news at -11 r.t: l late in the eve--; i. g when Je hea d that the Germans 
had ,:c,mmenced , .... t~e. "push" ._n a f, :nt e:,;tending ""ram Givench1 in the 
Scuth to ~leurbai, !r the N=rth. Though news was scanty it seems that 
progress was made ~11 along and at points to a .:onsiderable depth. The 
line is .:,"" = se thinly held and c,ur ,:c,mmuniqLtes have '··ept telling us 
1. the II inte1 l ig .: " th t .o -td- - _ ~- was i ,tended. Th t sLt:h 
preparation as were going on were meant only to deceive and were pure 
camouflag~ and ea Ou di i-ion A= spread out over a huge f,ont 
:::c,n-iderin~ the :::ondit:ur, we are i, but _ven sc, I am sur e they will 
give a good account of themselves. What will happen elsewhere is 
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::. ... .,_:;;:;::.'"'le .f.- p-e-"'::.:::• • · iew o• t'1e h,:,peles::.> way i- .,., ::.._'"- ~11 but a 
•e\ di ,i:;i_ s ha·e e:::entlJ beha•ed. This morning the bombardment 

e e -d - d s..,read up .f.'"-is ay. This place came in for quite a hea y 
sh l 1 i ·~, bu• • tun •ely we are pretty well p c,.f.e.:ted and es,:aped anJ 
dirG-t' h~ts thouw• y u :::.•- - 1umbc were er/ :!-se indeed. Thy shelling 
as ""'• s we~· :::::- cerned, lasted about 2 hc,ure: and was then di~ected 
el - ·~er;;:. !• '"-- ~-C 'ep• up ,-te~dily all lc,n~ tte .i-, ont ard 
t , ig'"-• '"' •h-• !"1e-sines- has fallen. This will make it ather 
ri::;,f•::_ 1 t t._ hc,ld -on here, and 1e are 1c,w rather an:,:iou-1::, 
owaiti-g cents. A:; •ar ~s I can make out the Bosche ~·ta:ked ou 
ou+-pc.st du :.ng +-he latt.... part of the day in suffi:icnt , umbers tc. 
d,rive th L -._k O OU ' ._.rt line. Tt.i we shall ..,,rc,bably b'"' able to 
hold ~ le~= • =-~':;e the flanks are dri en in again. The extent f 
, e ~ ~ on• t'"-at t~e Bc,:;che ::.:; MOW c~er-ting on must be about 10 miles, 
:; that he ic a.f.tacki g.:-:;.: c.f.~ing like a 60 ile •ront now. Some 
ver} :-•e esti g figures ha,e come out i~ our communiques of the last 
few days 87 Ge an di ·isi:,ns were u~ed :n the f~ . st •:l"fensive on· 
Ma eh 21:;t. The :::oncent at:on was greatest on the north:• the Somme 
·'"'e1 e he used one di ~s: on t.:, e, ery :2 kilc,metre"" (2400 ":I t J:;). In ,:,u' 

offe ::.>i es ade u:;e at Ar as and Ypres of one di ision t_ e,ery 900 
ya d:; .,.. d ~,• •t-.~t ti e ,:,u, di i-· s er early 1/4 1-~ger than th
r-:::- mans. S- i... JCirks out that tie has used a cc,n.:entration ·whi:::h is 
:nly 1'2 ~nd i r anJ c-ses only 1/3 of what we used. Added to this I 
think it is uni,e'sall/ agreed that he had not nearl~ s: many gun 
cone nt a• ic,. .:-s i,,.:1,.; did. Yet in the fa,:e of this his t,r._,:,ps were on!J 
d . i en back t ~ ea ... ::ost, whereas ours ::.- mar,y c .... se~ seem to ta·.e put 
up "0 defen:;e at -11. I can't make up my mind exactly wh ie the fault 
! ies, beca .... t""e I t, ,o eno .... ,gt- :: f th" en tc, ':r._. ' tha+- well 1 ed they wc,ul d 
ne er ha e gi· e- a). I ammo, e ... han ~•raid tha• the whole ons::• 
defeat lies on •'"-e of~i.:erJ and bad lc~di . g. ! :an' ... believe that the 
men who ha e 'a:ed what they have done i n •he ..,ast, would have broken 
had they bee, capably led. Tie succe~s of our own SA Brigade has 
la gel.i been due to a ,12ry ea, eful selectic,, c,f c,ffi:ers. F'ractic"',lly 
eve y one o• •hem has had to sere in the ranks of the Bde., whereby 
•hey ha got t-' : w ·~::::ir me-~~ be k o hy them. The Germans hare 
shown man/ new meth=ds i- the a•tack. One of the mai '-ature:; was 
t~at they did not adv.:. :e i- "c,pen ,_ dcr" as ha_, usually b-en the case 
and still is with ~s, but came in small parties o" about 50 and less. 
These 11 tu:: i~ together and advan;: ed in :;he, t Ltshes. These pl atc,ons 
were prc,:eded and •_.llvwed bJ smaller grc,ups of "-pecialists" whc, 
wo· kcd machine gur s, bomb thrc,wers etc. Anc,the, featu, e was that 
instead --• wa:•:. g f.... whole batte, ies of guns +-c mc,v'e up t,:,gether, 
many ;:f •hei "ie!d gu~s wee taken f:, ard si gly and got into a;:ti=, 
as qui:::kly as· ... he 'nfar t y ad· anced. The ~esult of comi gin the way 
they did, was ...... at i• -s -lmost impossible for our _,cattered 
formatic,ns t_ shoot dc:;w r-, the wh 1:•le of · part,1· befc,, e a c.n ... idet able 
port :on h ~ained their objective, hereup·- the., immed iatel., 
ou+n1..,mb_,.. : uY men i .. •hat pay+-icular spc,t. T .... say that they greatly 
outnumber~d =~ _n .:.!1 al_~ the f-ont I - · =ed i- a g~~ss 
._,,;agger at io'"'. Whe:--ever a eg :ment :, f ou, men with su • f i c ient 
deter : ~tic •c hold a ..,ositic,r., mad=: up the: mind::; t do ,,,:., th './ 
did it easily, and I am convinced that if it could have been instilled 
in•o the whole Arm":/ (as it .as ith our Brigade) that an attack by the 
Bosche gave th-m ... ~e e·y ppcrtunity we have been looking fot, and 
that so Ieng as they stuck in thei t nches and kept up a careful 
fire, ar ad ~nc=: ould be impo~:;ible, I arr s ~ the German attack would 
ha~e ~ailed Just as :t ·-·lej before th~ ~re :hat Ve'dun. 

11 Apr il 1 91 S. \l::,c,rme.::eel e Last ight everyone wa.., "ully expecti g ~ 
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he- ./ attac', .. ,is m,:,r, .:ng. All slo, me, 'i .. g stuff wa gc,t a ay and we 
clea. _d o t ev ~ ythi ~ we did r.ot a:::tuallJ -eed. This m,::i, ning it b ok 
fi e but ,ery f:::,ggy, and we soon heard tha+- th· ~ttac: 1, wa= in p"' ... ,gres • 
B} ·~d-,.1 •e h_aYd ._?--at r1· is::.- had beaten c,•• ,1 att :t~'-'• '- t 
still e h ... a ~ ._h ":: the sr- Bdc whL:h c,, ha:; Yein•oycement- mai·ing 
:=.:-eh -:::;ii ._ bo_+- 50f'I :;• ong, had been m,:,ved ~. ,er tc, ''ul eygf-!em. 
From ._his p!ace +-hey counte--attacked and ye-took Messines, whi:h had 
bee 1_._ ... bJ a bat+-._.l!ion •y,:,m ._'1e 19th Di"isi,:,n, whi:h has been placed 
_,t .. ~.,.;.. disp,::: I • -·• Di • Commande,. They had h.a: ..... J -a-uc.~lties i 
the :outer .:-tta-~ a~d .c,_ +-empo, ail~ push-d out again, and handed it 

._- cli:= i :ai battallion and h~ve now been ithd awn. We he.:-r 
th ._ the 1::._ ~eg. ha:: ~ad !7 _fficey :::as-al+-i s, s: I am -fyaid ._he 
Bde. will be 2·y .u:h red-:ed e en fyom the ~lendeY prop-ytion t 
hich 1 ._ has been reduc-d. The woyk done by them has added greatl~ tc 

our sec_. it, and ...... 1--s the flank beyond Messines i- d iven back agai .. 
we shall p ob h 1

1 b- ab!e to hold on to cur p·esent position. We hear 
al o that Given:::h.1 h=s be~~. ctaken and 500 p ison:=,s captured i ~ o· 
do: g. Thee .:s : -ews -bout what is happening i the =~nt e, b +- en 
._he wh-1:=, +-~e Bo:::::h d:~s n:t seem +-c be :::onti~ui g ~o maie headwa) n 
+-he -a.me , · - ~e did in the South. All yes+-erday, last night and 
today there has been a~ etty st:=ady flow :f cases, Most a·e walling 

ounded. Powe, 's post -t Spoilbank and all round there, came 'in for= 
good de~! ~· ~he!li1g yeste day. We rath- ex~ected mu::• ~helling ~ere 
+- day, b~t so •a +-heve h- e only been a few big shells ne-Y us. 

!2 Ap il 1 91° 1100. mezeele. Tc,day has been a gl,:,ri:iu= spr irg d-Y· 
Lat:= 1~::• .:g,t ,e :ai~t ode,~ to be ~ . cpar r1 •:r a~ i :::rease :::f 
::: sualties +--day, bu+- as often ~appens the day has pa . sed :omparativel.1 
speaki r g p-a:::e•u!!y . During the afteYnoon most di:;quieting news has 
been arr1 1. ~, cJlmi n ating f~nally in the arri al of an ff!cer on a 
moto -cycle, had b:=en sent dowr towards Steen er~ with hi:: 
tunnelling comparJ i ·der to hel~ dig trencte~. On r i ing there he 
said h- fo ~ - - J._hi n g !n the g-eatest con•u _. Our t-oops were 
st-eaming away, and ha dly a ~un ~iring, and "Ot an attempt at 

ris+-an:::e big ~ t up ary,~ere. He wa~ told to come back-:: it w-s 
no use +-,J,! ·~ t ·-. do anyth::.ng. The Germans a,·e pushiig -·n with n,:,thing 
b t a d::._c, gc:u .:.......... abble of sc,ldier"" and civi! ian- in frc,nt of them. 
! am af aid my exp essions as to the morale of English tr-ops, ritt-n 
in the heat • •eeli, g i the last ret eat, are pr ing only too tyue. 
The .~ . are ~,1 right b t the officeYs =ye Jiopeless. They seem de,oid 
o• git, ==~rage and initiati e and -O haven= control =f thei- men. 
It is now !!.30 p and a mo::t remarkable teleg·am has jus+- :::ome in a 
part c• which ! shall ..... te down as showing the gra· ity of our pc,siti,:,n. 
"Relie~in~ t r oops.:\,~ at hand. 1 t Australian d! ision is det r -ining at 
Hazeb r ouck t_ be foll~wed shortly Ly the 8th Di • One Fyench Ji • and 
Fren:::h c - a 1 J Co.'ps ill arrive tomorrc,w. Our ,hole e ... fo·ts must b 
die_+-'"' t,: . .:\: ""a~ i ~ _ p e-en"" line and ~·e r t:·~ th:= ... nemy fr m 
breai::.ng !• i!! be ~ot!-ed ~olonial"" an~ ~rench +-:: the 

... ::= e _ Tt i- galling be,ond meas~,e t_ think of Briti-h 
tr c,ops ha. ~n~ to be stiffened up ar d helped bJ any _.the, al 1 y. Al 1 
Jeste day =-·r Di • beat c,ff atta,:ks, ar,d we hear th-t the 1500 Sc,uth 
Af·icar.s sustained 500 =-su .... lt: .... s ::.. their splendid work -:,f recaptu ing 
Messines Ridge. Our Div. has been spread out over a •ront of about 
8000 ya ~s =· more i, the ~· k -~ b=l-te· ing up the f=ltering English 
tr_c~s and ha~ -==~·~lished the 1--st super ~uman task:• d ~irg this. 
I d n ' +- think En~land Q~ a whole ill eve -ealize wh=t she ~wes to 
Sc=tland and the C-lonials. W::.+-hout them I d n ' +- thi~k e• tte 
Fren:::h, -ple~d.:d 
the task. Th:= 

as they hav e shown th-mselves, could have coped w.:th 
Germans have already push-d ~gt.t in t::, St. Venant 
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~.. - ,d if ·~ey get = er/ little furth~ •he whole •he --- rf ·-· ~ 

. --
Br;•is'- Army ill be i - mc,st se. i,:us pc,siti;:.n. It se- s u •h",• 
Pi d- b- ~ as say;r~ ·'-a• ""le =al lJ meant Jh._ h'- said h ... i tended + 

sh •'- .... B ·•i '- n. ~- The whole weight of the available German Army 
is 

I "!:> I .o. 

,;_ 11 t U(" n 
pres•::.ge 
pu+ . "g'-•. 

-ga·-st Js, a, d it seems •o me --1; a matter of a few 
~ ich h,_ .:.11 be ab 1 - t_ ea, J out his tt.reat unless the a m:>o 

c,und 
hict-i 

A 

J fig~~. A- :t is we ta· e ecei ed blo to ou 
·• • ill •.Jean er.•.:.re re:¥c, ma+-ion of our "mc,rale" t;:, 

=¥ ~ gen:::r-ti=n =· two a+- l-as•. 

!3 Ap q 1918. , ·- ~ ele. This has been a qui .... t da)' so fa-- as 
a~e :_ c-,. ed. Th:: Boc'-e (si:) ha= =uspended his atta:k o our front 
¥ +he p,e=- t and .:.s taking ad antage of the break through in the 
dir-:ti 0¥ n::. e, - d di ecting =ll his efforts i that di1ection. 
The dish-a tening +hing is +hat nowhere yet except at isclated p-ints 
~~ he encou~t- -~ . J eal esis+-an-::: A :aptured Ge man of¥i;:e1 
yes+e--day t + o¥ficer= (;:¥ ~om ")~ was c, e) ha~ been told o~f· 
all l .,., ::_;::: +-o wat,:r ~c:,r signs ¥ our en lea·ing the trenches 
and t"1en • edi-+ ly to attack. They did not intend ori~inally to 
atta: ,~ us here bu+ s w th .... mer o4' s,:,me ,:, f the Di ... is.:.c,n"' on our right 

\i ·~ =-ff, thc,Ltg~ .f..h~., had not as _yet been Qttacked, and sc, ~c- ding 
to plaG, +h_ Germa~s ,...u='-ed in. It wa= at th:~ juncture that ou 
res .... r e b-ttallic-s rno~ hl~ the S ~fricans) ::re YUshed into the li, e 
to stem +-he -ot, - d +he Ge--man- found themselves met b; unexpected 
--esis~ance. ~~ +her So-th the panic see, s t= have been even w, se if 
possible •ha •hat hi:h +ook pla:e in th::: at+a~~ on the 21~t ~f 
Ma, ch. Di 'sions ha= un away long be4'or .... +he BochEs could even get 
at them. The su tct&l f .:.tall i~ that ha e now show~ oursel es 
on a par and possibly worse than the Italians, whom we c itici,ed so 
fre-lJ ~ • year. 'T"~e :::,...::y+ t_day ,... ys e '-a· e lcst Mer i · which i 
l-st ~i~'-+s tel ~ ar as one of th_ ~=it me +-ioned as c~ ital 
i por ta--e --~ et t: be e acuat:::d at any ccst. I _uppose the 
Australians did not ar, ;. e ... time to take over the line from our 
flying t'"oops. "F!y!ng" as an of¥i.:er who visited that pa1 + of the 
, · E J s+ .... , day --.id "¥, ,:,m nc,thi ,g". "There wa~ ,._. ::;h 11 ing and 
Ge mar1s ir si=-h+ ::: e , and :,..:t ther- was o th,:,.,ght f even lc11:,king for 
a position to +a~e up". ! see in todays veport tha+ the g~!lant 51st 
Di .·is!:n (a c,the.. and the bes+ of the Scottish) had e' idently been 
rushed in li'.e o~rselves 'in spite of our havi, g been fighting since 
the 2!st) a~d .s ~old.:.rg +he Boche en t~ei ¥~ont. That is t"1e 
maddening thing. It only needs a few brae men to keep them easil) in 
oont ol. One 0¥ -Ur RMO ' s came i toJay and says the SA Bde. has no 
only about 550 men left, a Q .esult cf the fu·ious fig'-ting the~ ha ... e 
de-:: t_ -+ th r :+ _¥ the troop= -n ~ 1 igh• flank. ~s a --esult of 
my appc-1 ¥or ... ot-, ambulan,: .. frc,m c,ur SA H,:spi+-al and Comf .rt<:: Fund, 

c h-ve h d.., !:::+t -a:>o:ng •kat +hey ha ·e been able +c ~~~ .... t~c fund 
to present these, and so we hope soon to get 4 l~rge and 2 small whi;:h 
ill ~ut -LI ~1 et i gcod t im again. 

14 Ap il 1918. '/- me=c le. Tc,day has been a raw c ld bluste, ing s,::i t 
of day, '.-i'!.h ,:lo ... d ,d "1az_ b_t ~= ai ,. About 4 pm the Hur,- sta.·tEd 
bcmbard::.-g this pl-02 a~d kept it up until abo~t ~.30. Many of the 
shells ,e ·ery close and one pitched on the st--c doorsteps of one of 
o~ r~ine~ ho-se_, but as =veryone was below g ound o one as hurt. 
The news ¥rom the sou+hern p~·t ~f the attack is more eassurin=-· The 
ar-i.Ql of the Australian and French troops has put a different 
oomple~ion w ~~: ~s, and it 1- k as if t"1e ot hos been -temmed once 
again. The Bcohe has attacked again i t~e di,ectio~ of Ai·::: but we 
'-eav '- = been ke! d. The per f ,::1 .. man,:_ c.,~ c,ur di" is ion '.as been a 
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~hese a·= men wh : me=+ ::.t~ 2riginally n d 
s. 'J~ no• p .... c•?d t- 1;, 
o~ ~f we ha1e been thY:u;h 

.... ..,: i-- ..... fi"' .::.t c•c:a-ic,n c•n hi.:h ,., h~s bel.,; 

''-- Z-'-!._. J e ~-·.._ ~ ~ 1 I 
.I, V '-'·-·~ .. 

e::e:;_ J ~ i trd'· .: ,g •.h .. .-,l 

= ~h2r:::•c ~waJ 11 r :;to~~:; 
a -u• Th:.: ~e did..., d hJ 
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~!-C "i .:,_t, 

exce..,+ fo a ce t.:-i, amr:, :J ...,hell: !... ~.i 

but about 8.30 •h= Ger an~ be\:;lan ah~ y 
b:, h- d "' n+ ~o :. .:ght •1 Th:_ ~ "i I e.., -P 
all =ay d ,e r ~~h ... Y unpl-~san~ qe ... tt.,,:k:::" c 
• ,: t + i:_ =-~ - , __ h c -~ ic h e y l=sses. Th-

Di v is:.or. -~ o•f again in Wy+s=haete Wood, hea 1 •ighting h = 
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bee . ':I :;, ~ -· the '- c:1! ! d"'J. We t-ea, t ~ at F"~ ench t ,· oops ha .'e """ i. ed 
and ~o· ~ _ '"- help '"he weatl:ngs on our ri~h'" • nt dysk ther_ 

a=. ~-., l • -!., '"-': cl' g=i ':I c. =...,d we a r :: in h:pes t'":a'" +he i:-, "'nch 
h- e c'" te '-he , -'- p=si'"ic-. Things e-y - i'"·-~! ~ i~ th 
Geyman~ =-t:=::c_,.., .: +,,_ .. J: i g .r ._.:. ~:d2v-ab!e p~:. ti o~ th\-; ;-t-=1e t,t i:::h 

~ ~- _ ~glise t: Wytsch~ete and the c- ~o +h~ N_ighbou hoed-~ 
pq, 1,,,1e s~.::.11 h t: ithd·aw. This was '"hG scheme a::tua!ly 

_ h_ r that c,_, Di' ::;i._., 1.cd'" be -,11,:,wed 
:s gc,i .. ~ '",:. make a . ery sub;,tant i 1 

p-:~-~-=- -* '-he S-· - ~. This afternoon I went out to 
li.,e ,...~ - · ::a=. th- r- etivement become_ 

cces.=.- ., Th ..ih:.l h - boe, er :r mu,:h t~'"'-=c ked abc,ut. 
'~f ~. '"~r-'" !J '"~is~!~--·~ cti: -~ 2 : ds ard ::ones i for 
a ~ eat de~l o~ attentio~, ~ery :onvenient. It is 
worder~-1 '" see t!-'e sp: :t ~ c,u, S Af : ... a troc;ps. Thc,ugh 
._.,eJ b-- 1 ·~h'"i. g had sin:e the 2! to~ March you never hear 
a -:mplai '", 1-h gh - ) ~ the wcunded.::. e so o.er:::: _ ith sleep,· 
t~at ~- c ~ :::;=.i-g ~ ~ i ~~1 wounds onl;r Just ouses t~em. Many of 
'-he "T_,:'-=." .::. _ "1 ·'" apclc,g ti,: at bei g ...,unded, d -ndered un.,:,b!e 
tc gc _ ~i~ht. g ~ h-l~ing thei mates. 

17 Ap"i! 1918. V: . .:, ~mezeele. We had a quiet ight and h~a d this 
morni .g tha'" th- i:-i e ct- !-'a e cta' en tt,e posit i,:,n at Wytscha::te from 
whi:h '-he 21-~ D: A~-- r ""oday has passed q tite quietly which is a 
ple~-- n '" -h g~ -f'"- '-he d:ing they g~ e us Jes+eyday. One of ou 
"10's =. i'-h ::u.... Bde ,he, it ,:our'" .. r-a'"ta,:t ed Messi.,es a cc,uple o~ 
~...i.J s ag,:;. He ~ • rt t'":.::.'" s so::,:, a- '"t'-c Ger an~ shel 1 ed '".,e ..,csi t .i.o , 
whi:::'": as eld hy .::. c~mposite ~- matic -~ !9t~ d 21st Di~, t.,ey 
ran. In =~e case one :four company commanders, a great big burly 
lo::king fel!:::. , et thca Cc,lc,nel c,: .::.n- of these batt !l:_.ns ,:._mi .. g back 
at tl-:i= head 1 !-'i- - --J :.n~ the;r· had been shelled ;:,ut of thei. 

-ri SA Ca~t-i~ dew hi-':: ·= 1 E -· d aid if J~~ d n't taki= 
y,:,u h--• ! :;h !l sh:.,:,t J- .... The c_.!. w-nt. This i!lustrate= wha'" 
has :;:pi~; ,.., '-.::.' it might be .... med:ed. The SA T1 _.ops pushed 
.r -'- '-he A~ $ ::omi~g =et , but soon drc e them bac', 
cau=.• g t"1e ... hea y :::asua,ties. "'l'ing 01..t- f c,nt nc,w ~ e all sots c,~ 
mL:tu, e:;; -·f .... it=.. Di i;,iori .. ,! ,:.:immandc,·s ~av e sectors to defend, b t 
~s mary ~s !O d:~~e ent Di isions are represented by the t-oops in the 
line. """"- ~ i= - "1-~='"ion :~ relief, but e ·er/one has to fight on, 
unti! '"he i:- e~: .ese• es c~- comet- our a:d. F"or the last 2 da)~ w
~a e -ot h~d a word o~ wha'" is going on elsewhere. 

20 A~ril 19!8. ~em). We came ~ut of '"he !ine la~t ight reaching this 
pla:e abou'" 2 30 arr. On the 18 the day passed fairly quietly but 
d ..... :.·~ ti-._ ni~ht the.1 .... hell-d us ver;r t,'"'a :1J indeed with t{E ,d Gas. 
Tt-e -:'- ... ~ tt.e .:ool,h ... ,1..1se was bl;:.wn i as al=.o th Sergts. Mes;.;, 
_ d '-he 1:'-'"l:: -helte u=.ed a- a -r'"~a~J• Th e 1,,,1ere =.hell hole;, 
d-tted th- y' ce - .c gst the r ins that ~::-m the tc,p ::::. e· ~ 
,:.u- --d : mp. The s~.el,; g ,:.::lmed dc,wn d ..... ing the da}' ::.,~ t'":e 
19th., =.tead) ~1 e was ~-pt up on tt-e roads. I- spite o~ 
a!! tt<s ei J few casu.::.lties ~ro ... -ither wounds c,r gas. On 
the e e, ing r;,~ +.he 19th. ._ were just about t c, have dinner at 7 pm, 
when w ders ar i~ed tha'" we ere to be relieved forthwith and get away 
'"h~t right e -ept c-c -~~:.cc and 16 men at "c,c,-:-mezeele. Sc, ;:-,u,· thi gs 
.. _ e _,, ~ac ',ed up a .d -adj ~ -· • a start a'" 9 p • T .Jer,t in cha ge of 
+he en nd 2 -~o = -~ eq~ipment. Th e h-d kee no =hell:ng ~o the 
~-=t ~ hou -, h_'- -S ! : 1 w-uld ~- e it, we had no soo, e stated than 
the shelling $t2r'"-d ag~in e actly along the road we had to go away 
bJ. We ~ad ~a ly got throu~h the worst _fit when a message came from 
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hear thc1 h:•a had -ho• 12n: s-.:::I•ies ::i-:e they en+ 1 agai a •ew 
da)s ag- T~is a deligh••u1 spot. A !--~e an~ .... =-P= :u= •a, , 
pr· c: .... 11 1 d •_d • h= - b- edi ~· The •/pe c• hos- ~r=d he.e is 
a •i ... ! .... ,:.' i ~ ani al. He :::; :al led the B,::iulonrais b-eed, rich ·-
1u::.ti li',;: tt_ P- r -h.:: on, b•t •her !ig~te- in the limb ar"" _.h_ r te- •. 
•re h_dy. I sh=-·~ •hi-' t'ey migh• be qui•e - gc.d t 1 p- •o breedi ~ 

•c,r 
men 

Sc •h "-• : , .:::s •h 
1 

.-. ld t._ rf •- p-odL.:e - 1 it•le .:~e c,ne 
u _::le, ith- • .,_ :l ::i ;::::: c• the Shi-~ Clydes""-1 e . T, e- ... 
q ... it ... - das h -#< •hem. It i:: ~· a• +--eat •c be 
~ .::: ~-w"" ::up ... ,) o• butter, •resh milk and eggs. We 
• th;s dis• i::• : Sep•cmb r ar ea,ly ... a t .-.• O::tcber last. The 

!918. L- o--~- v_st ... ..f-1 = o cd to thi:: pl ::e. It was a l ,g 
.h._,t the c -i-de, c,f the Di isic,n had 

.:::s e-, ~l~=m~ - d it rai--d hea ilJ 
::

1 -a-ed in ·~c a•ternoon _o that the 
Di.- i ,, re ee'. the •._.llc i g cf•i::ers have 

as cc,erc~ i- c~e day, 

daj:: ·-· ""-
some ho ... -::, 
ar, i ·ed ir 

but 
• J • 

-eported fe r Capt::. Reid, Le iseu,, Var der Spuy and de Waal. 
ar ... n s• - .,,ti d I st-al l be •r ... e t: , et urn to ._J..e 

base. 
glad•-

Tt is 
~et~ respi•:: 

a wrench to come a a 1 , but on the ho!e I shall be 
•-- •he ::;:-s~'css o emen• o• •-ont li~~ life. 

11 Ma) 191°. Le R::-s Si-:c e ~~ e be._r here the ~eather has been 
perf;:::i:. p, :gh• - rl .::: r- m and mc,st er..;-·:;ab!e. Tt-e d :t be•c,re yesterday 
! got a le•te fro •he OC A4t~ ~A saying th t "Captain Murray was 
brougt-t i, t_ •he :cllecti g pws• ro-illo} CS.W. Co.bie) on April 5th. 
Cap•ai, " S.::ctt RAMC who -:-.a... h.:.m on admis~ion stat .... s that t, ... ~ 
pul-eless, :cll~~s.d, - ,d i-:apabl;: of ~i i~~ ar 1 message. He had a 
s~ell ~~~d -• ab""- e ard rfi d 10 min tes =•te- admi= - ion. He did ~ot 

::a·
bomba 
bu~, 

an ide:-t 4 •:; di::=, 
dier h._. b -- gt-• 
J..i., ard his body 

Ca· al 1 

sent•:: 

a h"- ..,a-- .... icL.1-,::; Jere •_.r, i~h-d by the 
~ i Th£re a~ n_ ::le~g1 man at the Post tc 
as handed ~=rt= a ~!eld Ambulance_.,. the 3r"" 
~i~ht c• 5'6 Ap il. His pe.scnal ::•fec•s were 
r,1..~ " o., • 

16 May 1'918. "'o. 1 S.A. Ge e--al Wcspita!. My . ..,rder=. •o eport tc Oc 
!''c. 1 S"GH =.r : ::,.. on th= !!t~ ju::t a.,.•:: lur eh s:: I spe:--t the 
a•ter ea : •i::i•i.; a i= s •-ie'1ds, a~d s-:d g_odb:;e to Gen. TLdo 

d the va i-u= her o• the Di~. Staff and other FA'~. On the 12th 
Pringle drove me down to Abbe"i 11 e. Col. Ritchie Thc,msc,n i:: act i-g or 
h2-e. He tel !::; me he ows ,c,~hi.,g of my •-ture movements. The 
hospi•al is bei .g ke.,• empt, -t .. -ese t in I" e .. --,tion for anJ •w the 
.. ~sh - n thc .. ~-· #< the Germans, so for the moment th-re is not muc~ to 
d.. ! ,,ave b-en gi/en char~ -• •he pre-operatic,n ,1aYds and am '10 

spe-di~~ ny •:. _ o, !cok:r,g up ece-t literatu.-e i egardi,g •o -_..,i ::c 

:•J.. "SJ..._.c!'" and p~-ticu!a-lJ the v al .. , - o ... "blc,od t""~nsfusion" ,;, tJ.e 
• e-• er• -• ~ ea• lcsse:: -• blood. L~s• :ght tJ..e Boche isited the 

~:ghb~ ,J..cod ard d·~p~ed bombs about the town and camps, ~aw::;ing a 
~ - .; \.A .. be' =; f .:a...,~Q! ... ~ es. 

22 May ! 918. !''8. • S. A. G. H. T~e day before yesterday I got a 
-:o ~:-i::-ti-- •r-: •i.::: ADMS 3 d Ca. !:'i.. t ·~c,m I ~ad wr.i.tt::n. Frc, .. 
•hi- 1• .... ~---=. ·~~t Geo-ge as b~ried en Ap i! 5t~ in •!,e churchyard 
-• •he· il!-·~= _.,. t\ubigny which is the ne-t in age c:-ast f rc,ui::.loJ ::n 
•he c ~ ~- AmiB s. I am h v: ng a cross mad:: and intend goi ,g t~ere 

it • .., -ady. The e was a letter frc,111 the padre wh,_ b ... t. ied ~i ... , 
u op • _ fe, e .ce ._ • .. ,e spot ... .., 62D 02D 97 and a rough diagram 

,-:i• tJ..;: .... -i!i_.- -·• t~e g. a· e in the churchyard. It as N,:,. 7 Ca·. Di • 



Bde 
- ied 

" ich 
!48 

o •er fr _m •he 44•~ FA. The ~adr='= let•~ says he 
"'' e, 1rg :: " t'.e same day as h.:: s k i 11 ed. Th-
e .ta: ~.L. Ed ~rds ...,-' 7 Ca. Bde. On th= -ight 

the 17t~ '19t'1 •tie Gotha:; ..,aid ".\bbe •ille a visit and d.;.::! .:: \::J'-·od deal 
d a~e i • Th-):: _ ~g~i 1-st ight and d-opped mo,e. 

s..., _ ~i=•- ::e a - 1 the bomhs ~a-sed a huge fire whi::h 1.:t up the ..,1~::e 

e"-

;: f 

f ,:,.,,. · !- ~ - . d.:::, l igh•, i =h ga e th~ ..... ""· i n g Goth~s a 

28 ""ay 19•Q 
ove cc":i ~ ~11 
"rc,m le e .. 
'<i de, sl e 1 wh..., 

"' 1 s "· G. H. 
obs+ac 1 es, an~ 

l~st T 

~a,e me 

V- terday ! = ::eedcd a+ 1 -st in 
v isit:-g Ge,:.rge' s g· ::' . '""-..... .... in~ h c' 

had t'1e good ~::,rtune ·- meet MaJc,r 
a 1. ~+ l,v ... h.:.- c .... , .... _ fa a- ~hbe i 11 e. 

tJe .:s _.. " ""=:;-· ~ and E::e ::,mics in the Q. "1. G. s... ice and 
ha: '1is offi=e • Abbe il,- ha\e been h~ = I met hi~ ag~in . 
Th .._,_gt- h~ ! .:::::!~ +t,_ acq -i ".:ls._n and Capt-ir F°Y~ser, 
b-•h o" the 6.,,..:: == Re;is•r Cc :--ie B~ their aid I got in 
•oL=h i•h "'!-:er 8;:;:,--'· i~ •he "fi.: .::t the 4th A·my HQ's, and 
"i"all 1 made - r ang c~•s fo, •h~ whcle journey. Major vi dersley sert 
me :" hi- ea- •c ~li' ..... co~ • wh- e I met MaJo, Goodwin who tool me in 
his ::ar •o +he .:11-~c ~ Aubigry whe,e he left me for 1/2 an hour 
while I pl ced +he :: - o-- ! h=d ~ade. T~= =~oss as made b~ Ptes. J. 
Tc,ml i-·sc,:-- RE '!1 S· - · ,1b-.-.~ St. t~as~i"1gde , Lane=.) => n d .J.r:-. Smith ~E 
(73 u~., r _c,oft s•., G ecno::'. ""13). The ,:ar inf; w-s done hy Pt 2. Jas 
~arshall and t~e ~ain+i g ~ ,d stai~i~g by Pte. Teste- SAMC. The:: oss 
is o~ ~eascned oa~ 1 !/~ i che- thi;:J and meas~res 3 feet by 2 feet 
f.:.,,ed a.., des• l ::," _,::k. The ::huv::., lies c,n the n ort'1er. outskirts 
u" th- illa~e _ +h eas• -i""e o! the road. The accompanying plan 
sh..., s ,h_,e +he~-.::. lies. E, e-::, - ne t-as been ... ost ki"1d in :--elping me 
in = _ J _

1
• The en o mad- +h_:: __ s t-_, the ~reatest pride in 

... aJ, l g .:• e ~c+' J ! war.tcd i• a'"'r-4 theJ ha e nc,w ,ea 1, finished ar. 
c.ac+ . :::~-! c" .:t h • 9 ~ ;:h_= hi~:--. 

T'":e -h -h 
·- •LA is ~-•her a quai . t !oo~ing one qJite small with walls built 

-~ -!•e r .... t- bdnds of red b ick and white c~alh blo::ks, no- nicely 

·-· .., ·-· ed 

e -~ .... .--- -
wh i .-• 

de. ... by +he wea•her. The spire is simpl/ a wood ar.d slate 
T~e b~ilding is not -C'1 damaged at p esert. ~-om the 

dee- c" +he c:--urch ,uns a little grove o" y_ung elm t.ee=, 
1 es•-·day E~ e _::.-d ... the new "all lea", makin~ 2 cc_! da""' 

--' sha--'e •h_ -e~+ e of the graveyard. At +he western e d 
c g'c •e Qnd beyond ::omes the bounda,y hed~e 

,a•.:.~ ~~ •h~ ".;.eld"" out i e. "t tht:1 N.W. :otner 
a ~-~ _ d and the e!m g ·c George lies bet ,ee seem;: 

:•he = he "ell cticn . Desp,;,+e •h: ~-e-en::e o" gun-, some 
" 'i:h we::- "i r i n ~, th: n,:;i_e ~ =:.me shell==- .i g :.:--t_ the 

le er e d " •he .:::.!Q~-, the scene was a p~ ceful one. A sor• -• 
oasis ... t~e st . .: "e t:--a• a=: going c.. :::utside and ! :culd ,:,t hut help 
feeli-~ t~ankf-1 t~ thinh cf George lying t~ere in that quiet little 
.i!lag ..... c:--u, ::hy.::.d i n s•ead -" one or other of the huge :emetvies now so 
:c alon~ •he lire. Th~ :::aken C""css r ow st--ds at the head of th._ 
g r .:. 2 ,,...:,- •• - ::;f!i::i-::. ::i c (""· " •t--e GRC is placed ~t t~e fo,:,t sc that 
t~e ; a ·e ·- doubly ma ~ed in the c ~ • cf •he area beinw hea il~ 
'.:h21 !. d ! -t2 8 • T• -,; - ~l C" i ..... '.: b- :_ght day ar d the ': -·~.rtry 1 O::• i g 
i•- best. We ..,-ssed thr;:;ugh the outskirts of Amiens ar,d most c,f the 
jcu ey -as th \::Jh ::ont I i•~ hich I am now quite "amilia·, but see 
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MAJOR C.M. MURRAY, ~o, of 7th MBFA & 
29th F. A. 

Boer Rebellion; GSW African Campaign and W. E. 

1914-18 

'lllis very valuable record of Capt/Major Murray ' s service in the 
above camµaigns was most kindly donated to The Liddle Collection by 

.: .Robert Murray of 6 llindas Terrace, Melrose, Roxburghshire , 
TD6 9QU. 

It consists of 3 books , the contents of which 

Boer Rebellion and GSW Africa 
France & Belgium 

Book I 
Book II 
Book III II II 

are as follows : 

11 .11. 14-10. 8. 15 
3. 1.16-25 . 11. 17 
1 . 1 . 18-28. 12. 18 

At the back are lists of personnel , and notes on 
Thomas' Splints . 

'lllese books give comprehensive and minutely detailed accounts 
a! his dey-to-d.ay activities, descriptions of terrain and wildlife , 
information about divisions,conduct of FAs, up-dates on the 
situation at the fronts , 0 1·.servations and comments of all sorts , 
together with amplification of his already excellent accounts of 
the battles of the Somme and of Ypres . 

He is awarded the ISO in the Birthday Honours of June 1918, 
having been mentioned in despatches in June/July 1917 . His 
brother, George, was hit by a shell and subsequently died on 
5th April 1918 and was buried at Aubigny. 

He expresses his dislike, im common with many others, of fighting 
in Belgium. He also expresses himself very forcibly in connection 
with Divisions who "run" , and is Wal!'lll in his tributes to both Scots 
and S . A. troops . 

At the end of these volumes he is at Bordon, at the SA Discharge 
Depot. 



CAPT. CHARLES MOLTENO MURRAY, 7th H.B.F. A. 

Boer Rebellion & German SW Africa 

BOOK I, Boer Rebellion and German s.w. Africa (11.11.14-10.a . 15) 

11.11.14 
to 
13. 11. 14 

14.11. 14 

15 . 11.14 

16.11.14 
to 
17 . 11. 14 

18. 11. 14 
to 
21 . 11. 14 

22 . 11 .14 

23. 11. 14 

Left Cape Town, attached to 7th M. B.F . A. for 
Bloemfontein. 
Reported at Tempe . "A fair number of wounded 
came in during the day. " 

Maj .Usmar took over Civil Hospital . Complete 
absence of ambulance wagons . CMM sees to con
version of light wagons . 

Over 60 wounded & 14 sick; very busy. Visited 
Nat . Memorial to women & children who died du
ring the war . "Fine simple structure." 

Mil.Hospital for Convalescents opened at Tempe . 
Received wounded from fight at Virginia. CMM 
operated. 
Details of fight at Virginia. (P. 2) 
Van Niekerk (wounded) tells how Col . Toby Smuts 
shot him at Mushroom Valley. 
CMM operates on Col . Brand (acute appendicitis) 
who is AmS . He was broue;t>.t in by a young 
medico called SWanepoel who recounts a brush 
with the rebels on pp.2/3. Rebels use dum-dum 
bullets; · destroy farms and stock . 

Operating on limbs shattered by the dum-dum 
bullets . CMM is having splints made: "it is 
hopiless to wire the bones . " "'lhe old carpenter 
is Working Wijll . II 

First mess night . Jan Steyn - President ' s son -
invited. 
6 wounded rebels arrive : "I have never seen a 
more wretched looking lot of fellows . The abso
lute scum of the country deluded no doubt with 
all sorts of promises and prospects of loot . " 

Lt . Fraser (wounded) gives an account of the 
Mushroom Valley fight . P. 4 

24. 11 .14 CMM has talked to one of the wounded rebels who 
tells of his enlisim.ent , crit. of Hertzog. Pp.4/5 
CMM praises the enthusiasm of the burgher comman
dos "to wipe out the stain on the name of their 
race" as they put it. 
He refers to va:r ·o s shot wounds and their ef
fects . 

29 . 11 . 14 Moved to Tempe . Desc . P. 5. Was a big camp, but 
now a "skeleton" . 

30 . 11.14 Cormnents on how quickly de Wet has been knocJed 
out . Praises & desc . burgher commandos; life
style . Filth makes Wollllds go septic . None a.re 
professional fighters . 

1}.loea.fontein 

Wounded 

"Cor,. Va.lS10V\ I( 

.Ambulances 

Nat.Memorial 

Convalescents • 
Hospital 

Virginia 
battle (P. 2) 

Col . Smuts 

Col . Brand 

Rebels/des-
truction 

fum-dum wounds/ 
splints 

Mess night 

Rebels/com
ments 

Mushroom Valley 
P. 4 

N.H. I . 

Rebel's story rr "'/s-
Burgher com-
mandos 

Wounds 

Tempe 
Desc . P. 5 

Commandos/desc. 
P. 5 

I 



Capt. C,M.Murray, 7th M.B.F.A. 

BOOK I Cont ' d 

1 . 12 . 14 

3. 12. 14 

4 . 12 . 14 

5 . 12. 14 

11. 12 . 14 

Sleeping _n the Col ' s bungalow; beds in the 
garden. 'Ihey want to get on trek as, owing to 
the rush to get men into the field there has 
been no time for training; MOs go off with 
their columns without any clear idea of what is 
expected of them. He explains the scheme , 
adapted from the R.A.M. C. (P. 6) & explains the 
duties of a F. A. 

He is able to avoid a move to Cape Town. 

News of de Wet's capture 

Regular routine \() rk . '!here is a dentist as 
well as Col.Knapp and "we three" . 'lhe dentist, 
Brothers, has retired from regular practice . 
Most patients are sick now. 
CMM is in charge of the surgical ward. 
News comes of rounding up of the last rebel com
mando . 

'lllere have been heavy rains for some days now . 
Desc . seeing meercats "different to the Karoo 
kind" - birds - Duiker bok . 

15 . 12. 14 Col.Knapp to leave for Cape Town tomorrow. Hos
pital to be run down 

16. 12. 14 CMM went to Pretoria on Bde . business . He des
cribes the odd outfits worn by burghers guarding 
bridges and culverts . 
Desc . inspecting various ambulance vehicles .f."?? 
Visited the Union buildings . 
Plans are to clear the hospital and proceed to 
'Wynberg to open a training school for officers 
& men prior to embarking for G.S .'W . 

Report on official visit to Pretoria 

Details of: 

23.12 . 14 
26. 12 . 14 

29 . 12. 14 

1 . Flam for training ~ , Wynberg 
2 • .Ambulance vehicles 
3. Motor vehicles 
4. Duty of Brigades 
5. Water bottles 
Strictly Confidential Information 

Arrived Wynberg Training Camp, CMM describes . 
1 death and 2 injuries from lightningi Col . 
Lukin escaped with ripped breeches . 

CMM detailed for worlc in office of Lt . Col . 
Buist, R.A.M.C . (S.M . O. ) 

Need for training 

Explanation of 
plan adapted 
from RAMC . P. 6 

F.A.duties 

N.H.I . 

de Wet 

N.H.I . 

Dentist 

i/c surgery. 
Last roundup 

Weather 
Wild life 

.Ambulances P. 8 

Future plans 

Repvrt on visit 
Pp. 9-11 

New post 



Capt. C.M. MURRAY, 7th M.B.F. A. 

BOOK I (Cont'd) 

2.'.> . 1. 15 

29 . 1. 15 

30.1.15 

5 . 2. 15 

24. 2. 15 

He remained with Col . fuist until Jan.16, when 
he rejoined his unit at Green Point . Orders for 
9.s.w. came on Ja.n.23rd. (List giving idea of 
size of their unit) . 
He is on the 20th troop train to leave in the 
course of 36 hours . 

Arrived at de Aa:r on 27th , where CMM perfol.'med 
an operation in the morning. 

Arrived at Upington, on the Orange River. 
He describes walking along the river; finding 
some commandos encamped: "I foresee we shall 
have great difficulties with these •••• they have 
no discipline and do what they like when they 
camp ••• " 
Desc . terrain and town of Upington; beautiful 
spot in which they are to dsamp. 

Mari tz is brought in to arrange terms . 
Details events leading up to this . P. 14 
(Failure to take Upington caused Mari tz to ask 
for terms) . 
Orange River is so flooded that it can only be 
crossed by petrol launch. Desc . 
'lhey sleep in the railway carriages where temp. 
is 105° . 

lhring this period scarcely anyone has had any 
idea of what their duties are . 'lhey were then 
ordered to leave for Cape Town on 3. 2. 15 . Now , 
having got as far as de Mr they are waiting for 
further orders . 
(He discusses the advantages or not of wearing 
clothes in the intense heat; the fact that this 
heat does not cause sunburn as on the coast - one 
need fear "no serious sunburn" if due care was 
taken.") 
Desc . of the train journey; how his dog, Tempe , 
was run d<"wn when the train moved out.. 

After 3 days at de ABX they moved on to Cape -~ 'lbwn, and camped at Green Point Common - always 
dusty and wind:yfl 
Einba.rked on 23rd on Galway Castle . Escorted by 
II Arma.dale II • 
11'lhe ships with the horses and transport are not 
in sight . I suppose it is not considered neces
sary to worry about them so long as the men are 
protected. " 
He says they are 11a good crowd" on board; some 
have never been to sea; "they are certainly ha
ving a v . pleasant first experience . 11 

Arrived at the whaling station at Walfish Bay. 
Desc . 
Visited Clearing Hospital. Lunched with the men 
off bully beef, raw onions & biscuit which CMM 
"found excellent though some made rather heavy 
weather of it ••• " "'Ibey will all have to get to 
like it soon." 

Size of unit 

Troop trains 

de Am: 

Upington 

3 

Desc . 

Oommando,fcr,'t. 

Deso . camp 

Maritz 
(Events P. 14) 

Orange River 

Heat 

de Aar 

Sunburn 

Journey /dog's 
death 

Green Point 

"Galway Castle" 
"Armadale 11 

Cynicism 

Morale 

1'alfi sh Bay 

Simple 
!,unch enjoyed! 
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BOOK I (Cont ' d) 

27 . 2. 15 Deso . of unloading on the beach; floats; men 
Cont . catching soles (troops fed for 3 days on the fish 

sometimes); terrain, etc . 'ft> 1,/t~ 

28 . 2. 15 

4. 3. 15 

5. 3. 15 

6. 3.15 
to 
13. 3.15 

16. 3.15 

Comments on climate ; rainfall at Swakopmund 
Men spear soles . Preparing to move on to Swakop
mund. 
Riding. Past lagoon with thousands of flamingoes . 
Deso . terrain. V. cold at night. 

Began trekking yesterday, along beach. OK while 
tide was out , but then they were forced uphill . 
'lhe burghers had overloaded the mules , and on 
reaching Rand Rifle Siding it was discovered that 
no arrangements had been made to have water sent 
on, and the burghers ahead had drank it all . 
2000 gallon tank was sent out from Walfish . 
He desc . the scenery - vegetation etc . 
Camped for the night. Comments on the infestation 
of flies . 
Camps stretch all round town; thousands of hor-
ses picketed. 

Deso . Swakopmund. Fine ruildings but sand 
streets; Germans laid wood footways & narrow 
gauge railways . 
Deso . town more fully; circa. of Germans leav-
ing. 

Temperature rose to 110° on the 8th - burning 
wind. Still waiting to move . 

Rode to railhead. CMM concerned about their 
mules which are doing about 66 miles on one 
drink , and short feeds , for each time they make 
this journey. 

Orders to leave tomorrow 

On trek . Left Swakopmund yesterday. Deso . 
preparations . SUrface of ground just hard 
enough . Motor cycles do v . well - flying along. 

20. 3. 15 "A huge, straggling camp" 
Waterhole about 4m down a gorge and thousands of 
animals to be watered. 
CMM was one of a small party orde~ed to trek on. 
No guide was provided: "Keep the Southem Cross 
on your right. 11 Finding a spoor leading SW they 
followed it. 
He comments on being in a new country, in the _ 

nei ghbourhood of the enemy, and not sure of the road: 
11a typical instance of the way our ••• army goes to 
work ••• 11 

Arrived on a hill over valley where Germans were 
firing big guns . Desc . their~sition and those 
of the guns of both sides . German guns were 
eventually silenced. P. 24 

Collected wounded. Germans had left. 

4 
Deso . of Wal-
fish Bay ,/ 
landing etc •fP '7f'S 

Cl ima.te 

Terrain 1 · 14> 

Burghers/pro
blems 

Flies 

Camps 

Swakopmund 
Deso . tf u;~ , 
Circs. of eva-
cuation ft.9.7..2..1 

Temp. variation 

Mules 

'I!rek/preparations 

Ground/motor 
cycles 

Husab 

Watering 

Navigation 

Firing area/long 
desc.P-. 24 
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25 . 3.15 Evidence of considerable Gennan losses . Much 
valuable equipment obtained. 

28 . 3.15 

CMM ordered to remain here - at Riet - with 19 
men, to establish a non-Dieted (sic) hospital . 
Edmeades arrives with 15 men. CMM comments on 
how well Edmea.d.es has done in spite of consi-

derable difficulties . P. 25 . 
He refers to the 2nd M.B . - news of what happe-
ned to them. Comments that Commanding Officers 
should make M. O.s fully acquainted with their 
plans . He continues to stress the importance of 
maintaining supplies to desert troops . Re says 
that as fa:r as the fighting goes the Germans have 
v . little chance; "our only enemy is the country" . 

('lhere follows a long, beautiful , geological des
criptl:on of the country. 11 

He is at the farmhouse at Riet, which he describes . 
Repairs have been made , and a Red Cross flag put 
up at the entr~ce to the 2 acres . Tents have 
been erected fo atients and for operating. 
'lhey are using e lucerne which grows there as a 
vegetable: "some of the troops a:re beginning to 
suffer from the continual bully ••• 11 

The force here includes Rand Rifles and burghers ; 
a Maxim Gun section; a section of S. A.E. C. and an 
Intelligence section. 
He describes an incident in the desert concerning 
3 Brttish soldiers and some Germans on patrol . 
later thought to have been afraid of each other .f>.28 

Desc . going with Col . Vy lie - now in command here -
to inspect and destroy a mine . Desc . of position 
and purpose of mine, which was duly blown up. f-'2!J/l-'f 
.Desc . riding along the slopes of Lang~r Heinrich 
with Capt. Redlinghuis ; terrain, flora & fauna. 
CMM has called his horse Cato as he is both a 
philosopher, and also an orator when meeting other 
horses . He goes on to describe cha:racteristics of 
the animal , "a splendid fellow for a campaign, and 
I hope when it is over to manage somehow to keep 
him . II 

Visit of inspection to Modder ·ontein. Der:~ . of 
situation. \ ~ l ~ 

Account of ''mystery" surrounding Lt. Dampers of 
Uys' Scouts ("our patrols seems to be unlucky or 
careless . ") Resting, on the wa;y back from a long 
patrol , they started shooting which frightened the 
horses which had to be chased by the 2 men. On 
their return they found Lt . Dempers shot dead . 'lhere 
were ma.rrj unresolved questions - details on P. 30. 

!Jhe first instal 1ent of the Field Hospital arrives. 
Desc . of ride up to Salem. Evidence of camels: 
"Capt . Uys says the Germans have gone in quite ex
tensiJely for camel breeding in the Sou them regions .... 

Rlet 

F.dmeades/. 
t r;bv[e P. 25 

2nd M.B. P. 26 

Ori ticism. P. 26 

Deso . of country 

Riet farmhousi 
Red Cross 

Iucerne 

Rand Rifles 

Other units 

Col . Wylie 

Mine blown 

Desc . of ride & 
observations 

His horse , ''Cato ~ 

N.H.I . 

Modder f on tein f .3o 

N.H.I . 

Shoo ting mystery 
P. 30 

(Lt • .Dempers) 

Field Hospi te.1. 
Salem (desc . ) 

Camels 
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22 . 4. 15 
23.4. 15 

27 . 4. 15 

1 . 5.15 

2. 5. 15 

Patrol incident where large German camp was 
sighted. Returning, they rode over a mine , 
and only 14 of 30 survived. t?~3 L 

Following reports of a patrol being attacked. 
CMM goes out in the motor ambulance . Long 
desc . of the incident, P. 33, at Sphinx, during 
which men and horses were shot by Germans . 
CMM collects wounded and comments: " ••• the 
most cold-blooded affair to date in this scene 
of operations"; 23 Germans V. patrol of 4 . 

'lhe "German camp" referred to on 14.4. 15 turned 
out to be a group of farm buildinls visited by 
German patrols . 
CMM has wired for a second motor ambulance . 

D:!sc. of local trees and fruits . P. 34 

Motor ambulance is not forthcoming and CMM says 
nothing else will do . He says they are "of in
estimable value . 11 The scouts go out from 20 
to 35 miles , and wagons are useless . 

\tlhen his lamp is lit it's bombarded by insects , 
some of which bite. 
He deplores the non- arrival of another motor 
ambulance . He knows that in Swakopmund there 
are no less than 5 doing nothing. 

In spite of cooperation from Col . Stock, no 
motor ambulances have yet arrived. 

CMM has a touch of ptomaine poiB"oning, probably 
from some bully beef. 
German camp located, acting on info from patrol . 
Waited for night attack which never came . 
Commenting on "incidents" out here , he says 
that whereas passwords, sentries and all the 
circa . of war were most rigorously in force in 
Cape Town, they have become of less and less 
consequence the nearer they have come in touch 

\ with the enemy. So far they have treated the 
Germans "as children. "' Ci tea instances P. 36 

On the alert , following an attack on Trek Kop
jes held by Col. Skinner. P. 36. 
Para on birds. P. 36 

On trek . La.ck of water. Overtook Division at 
Horibis . Digging for water. Trak continued. 

Deso . Horibis , P. 38 . 
Passed scene of mine explosion: "Rather 
dreadful •• ••• I shall not be surprised if the 
men take some fearful reprisals •••• " P. 38. 
"Our division under General Brits consists of 
the 1st and 2nd Mounted Brigades, about 5000 
strong •••• " CMM is with the rearguard. 
Shor·~ of rations , CMM.. is shooting steenbok . 

b 
N.H.I. 

Mine incident r-3~ 

Sphinx attackOA.~rol 
Casual ties . P. 3:, 

Comment. 

"German camp" 

Trees , P. 34 

Motor ambulances netJeJ. 

Insects 

~ 
Motor ambulances 

II 11 

Ptomaine poisoning 

Security neglected 
at the front 'f .36 

Instances, P. 36 

Trek Kopjes P. 36 

Birds P. 36 

Water 
Hori bis , P. 38 

lhrstrivierq:nund 

Mine casual ties r · 31? 
Reaction 

Di vision.J. st'rE!f\i"\k 

Ration supplement 
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Here he recaps on the last few days . No more 
rations, but Col. Lemmer said they could have 
some goats and must arrange grazing as best they 
could. Ordered to discard everything they 
could do without. P. 39 
Reached Bullolout on 4 . 5. 
Trekked on without water, trying to find game to 
shoot, without success. 
001 comments that on arrival in Ka.ribib they were 
all glad to sleep till daylight: "I had a most 
refreshing sleep and in spite of long trekking and 
little sleep was quite fresh again this morning. " 

He says that when they reached the town they 
weren't sure that it was Kari bib . However, they 
were near a hospital, on waking; a native hospi
tal"in connection with the large Flemish nursing 
station here . " 
He thinks the iri.1abi tan ts were nervous as to how 
they would treat them, expecting "we should treat 
them as their countrymen have done the Belgians 
and billet our soldiers on the townfolk and levy a 
war contribution from the town • ••• " In fact Gen. 
Botha ordered surrender of arms & ammo and made 
them give their pa.role . P. 40 
Desc . of Ka.ribib . P. 40. (All facilities . ) 
Took over run-down mili ta.ry hospital , living in. 
Shot a "fine cock ostrich'' which they gave to 
their native drivers . Food still v . scarce ; 
men were offering 1/- a piece for a biscuit from 
those who had been able to hoard some . 
Desc . site of town; mine casual ties in the area. 

P. 40 
"Gre§'rt credit must be given to our engineers & 
othe"rl,~Nt" the task of locating mines . II 

He says the men went for 9 days before reaching 
Ka.ribib on 2 ,-day rations ; the animals had the 
poorest of grazing. 

'!hey have trekked here, only to be told they a.re 
to return to K.a.ribib . CMM expresses his astonish
ment: " ••• the finishing touch to a casual campaign . " 

Ka.ribib 

Goat meat 

Fitness 

Flemish nursing 
station 

Inhabitants ' 
fears "'F'. A.o 

Dase . of town P. 40 
Mil.Hospi tal 

Food shortage . 
1/- a biscuit 

Mines area P. 40 

Tribute to 
engineers 

Fbrtitude 

Etiro 

He refers to "a move of this mag.ni tude having been Reversal of plans . 
planned and put into effect" without acquainting (._ari ticism~ P. 41 
the General of their intention. 

15.5.15 Arrived back at Karibib on 14th. 

22 . 5 . 15 Desc . nights on trek; big fires; a meal; vali
ses; brilliant stars or moonlight; no wind. 
Desc . u~ o P. 42 . 
Aukos is a farm . 

24.5 . 15 Dase . on Pp.42-44 going by car on a game shoot, 
11r a ther even tfu.l" . 
Later they shot game with the intention of making 
bil tong to ca-::ry with them. 

25 . 5 . 15 Mail has got through to them. 

Karibib 

Aukos nx. Usakos 
Outdoor life 
Desc. ;Jr-,~ P.42 

"Even tfu.1 11 game 
shoot Pp . 42-44 

Biltong 

N.H.I . 

7 
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28 . 5 . 15 A biplane goes over . CMM comments that so far 
our planes havenlt been much use . 

1 . 6. 15 

2. 6. 15 

10. 6. 15 

14. 6. 15 

15 . 6. 15 

23.6. 15 

25 . 6. 15 

26 . 6 . 15 

29 . 6.15 

He wri tee at length about the system of 
appointing officers - no penalties for the non
fulfilment of orders beyond an occasional 
mild remonstrance . Discipline is absent. P. 45 
He cites numerous instances . 

He describes a ''hanging tree" outside Karibib; 
used for "quite trivial offences . " He sas-s 
the Germans seem to have acted brutally towards 
the natives , and the latter are against them now. 
He refers to the casual way things are done , and 

gives an example of failing to post sentries at 
night, with the result that a German pl. trol , 
wanting to surrender, had to wake the camp up-f4', 

'Ihey are now getting more bully, but old, lean 
and dry. 

To Ka.ribib to discuss new medical arrangements . 
CMM is to be in charge of a Clearing Hospital in 
spite of his wish to remain, with Van Coller, 
where he is . He was told that Mad. HQ were 
"sick of protesting" and had left the responsi bi
lity with the combatant staff. 

In spite of another attempt to have his transfer 
countermanded he is forced to oapi tulate . P. 47 
Van Coller and CMM get leave and go to Windhuk . 
Deso . of Windh~. Visit to power station, and 
lengthy desc . of same . 
He expresses considerable regret that the ambu
lance they have worked for is now to be spli-'; 
up , and the life of the unit has come to an end. 
CMM is to take over Clearing Station B. 

Deso . of watching the aviator fly; plane . ~Cf.(~o 
CMM is told to sort out what is wanted for the 
2 Clearing Hospi tale . 'Ihere is not nearly 
enough . P. 50 . 
He proceeds to Omaruru with Nortje; takes over 
suitable build,ings ; s chool & barracks . 
Deso . finding food; getting equipment up; 70 
patients arrive . P. 51 
His horse has been stolen on the way here . 

V. busy. Deso . of hospital .f.5"~ 
Wire telling them to be ready to move . 

Account of developments re move ; wires , etc . 
CMM is short of everything he needs ; "all very 
disheartening. " 

No further progress . P. 53 No transport. 

Maj . Rose will supply transport . CMM went for a 
shoot. 

Went off in motors . Deso . journey - shot phea
sants & guinea fowl on the way. 

Ae:i..•oplanes 

_!\~oil\\Mel\ts/c r~ )'
Lack of dil_: 
cipline P. 45 

.Aukos 

Hanging tree 

Casual regime f-A-'" 

fully beef 

Advised of move/ 
protest 
P.47 

Windhuk 

Leave 
Deso . town P. 48 
Power stn. P. 48/9 

~s 

N.H.I . 
Pl ane Ar/&o 
Hosp. equipment i~svf-

-f;~etf. P. 50 

Omaruru 

Settling into 
hosp. P. 51 

Horse stolen 

Hospital , P. 52 
(.l>ese. ) 

N.H. I . 

Prpblems P,52 

N.H.I . 

N.H. I . 

Ota,rifontein 
Desc . journey P. 53/ 

54 
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8.6.15 
Cont. 

9.7 .15 

10.7.15 

11.7.15 

12.7.15 

22 .7.15 

29 .7.15 
3'... . 7 . 15 
1.s .15 
4.s .15 

10.a.15 

News that Germans had sent in for terms. Misunder-
standing involving Gen.Myburgh who hadn't heard the 
news. P.54. 
Later. Germans asked for an extension. 

News that the Germans have decided to surrender un
condi tiona.lly. 

Account of the final stages of the campaign. Pp.54/ 
CMM says it has been "a most brilliant piece (55 
of generalship ••• only accomplished by troops 
capable of getting every ounce out of their animals 
without ~illing them •• and men not afraid to face the 
prospect of fighting for their water after doing all 
this . " Gen. Francke asked Gen.Botha what breed of 
animal did such wonderful trekking. 

Gen. Botha has aliowed the regulars to surrender with 
''honours of war"; seems to mean they will be 
allowed to go to Aus carrying their rifles. 

He says he knows Gen.Botha is '!delighted beyond 
measure to have brought the campaign to a close with 
1i ttle loss of life on either side. 11 

Hard at work . Most wounds had gone septic. He has 
to amputate one leg close to the hip joint. Unfortu
nately the man is phthisical & v. thin, but cheer
ful , "and that is half the battle . 11 

Major Botha (brother of the Gen.) recounts experien
ces in the 3rd Brigade. P. 56/7. 
Wai ting for the ambulance train. 
Account of a day hunting for game; steenbok, gems
bok, ostriches etc . Bagged one steenbok. 

To Guchab on 23rd to investigate a chaitge of shooting 
a native . The accused was the '-ngi!}eer in charge of 
a mine . He has been arrested. r. ~ff 
Goes shooting with Maj . Whitehead (o.c . ambulanoe 
train) & Maj . Russell . long account of stalking 
game; milling a gembok . 

~ shot 2 hartebeeste. 'll1is was his last shoot. 

Long desc . of trip up to Tsumeb; fortifications, 
signboards, ranges marked out. "Tsumeb is the 
'Rand' of s .w. A. Huge copper mine . Here the 
military had their main Supply & Ordnance. 

Back to Ota.rifontein to pick up sick, and made, by 
train for the ship "Ebari 11 • Train crashed into 
a.no ther en route . Even tua.lly they boarded. 

{ 

Armistice, 

M;iol'&ersfudt~'f f91-
(Ex:tension) 

Surrender 

Final stages tu~ 
of campaign 1f S-1~ 

Tribute to men 
& animals 

Gen.Botha's 
generosity 

Gen.Botha 

N.H.I . 

Sepsis 

.Amputation 

Maj . Botha/ 
3rd Bde .Pp.56/7 

Game shoot 

Shoo ting charge r .s if 
Game hunt 

Pp.58/9 

N.H.I . 

Last shoot 

Tsumeb 
Desc . P. 61 

(copper) 

11Ebari II 
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l300K II :FRANCE 

3. 1 . 16 
to 
10. 1. 16 

13. 1. 16 
to 
27 . 1.16 

28 . 1. 16 

Marching orders received on 28 . l2 . 15 at Farnbo
rough . Em.barked on 2. 1.16 at Devenport. 

Arrived Alexandria. To camp at Mex. 

He has heard of an engagement with 4500 rebel 
Bedounis; Capt. Walsh of Natal killed. 

CMM gets leave with Usman & Walsh and they go to Cairo . 

Still inactive . News involving t!le Senussi who he 
has never heard of. Gives the history of this reli-
gious sect . P. 65 . 
They discuss the probable future course of the war in 
the East. P. 65/66. 

15 . 4 . 16 Eblbarked on Oriana at Alex on 13. 4. 16. 
to 
23. 4.16 

11. 5. 16 
to 
17. 5. 16 

1s. 5. 16 

2. 6. 16 

Arrived Marseillaise on 19th. IAle to a case of ty
phus on board they were sent to camp at Le Valentine . 
Marching on cobbles was "trying" for some men. 
Townspeople have them a great reception. 

Disinfecting the regiments . Quarantine extended due 
to a second case of typhus . 
Deso . the country; vegetation, trees , plants , fruit, 
houses , etc . P. 67 

He comments on the coloured troops he saw in Mar
seilles: " ... Indians perhaps the best , but they are 
miserable looking compared with even the worst Euro
pean •• lack stamina & intelligence ••• " "'lhe Zulu is an 
al together finer looking specimen of humanity. " 

Before leaving there was a public reception & march 
past. Crowd so great that police lost control. 
Mayor distributed champagne at the station. 

Visiting trenches , and other visits in the locality. 
Their Div. (9th) has been withdrawn from the trenches 
and "we only take over from the 29th F . A. 1

' 

In billets. 

To Morbecque , and on 3rd to Les Tourb:i.cis . On 4th to 
Ee~ - St. Julien for field training. 

16.6. 16 He is ordered to put up a temp. hospital for sick here . 

18. 6. 16 To Corbie to join the 29th F.A. In Chateau Corbie . 

23 . 6. 16 They are to form a Corps Rest Station. More details . 
Great activity everywhere . (P. 70 

At sea 

Alexandria 

~ 

Bedounis/ 
skli:rm.i sh 

Cairo leave 

Mex 
s;;:us si P. 65 

War in East . 
P. 65/66 

At sea 

Marseilles . 
Le Valentine 
Cobbles 
Welcome 

Disinfecting 

Deso .country 
P. 67 

Comparison/co
loured troops 

Abbeville 
Send-off 

Steenwerk 

29th F. A. 

Stra.zeele 

Eemy-St, Julien 

Saissermont 

Corbie 
29th F. A. 

Corps Rest stn. 
P. 70 

Visiting posts along front in spite of bombardment . P. 70 . 
"All the young medicos seemed cheerful under the trying 
conditions they were working in. 11 Morale 

N.H.I. ;.7.16 

/& 
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He goes up to one of the A.D.S . and to Maricourt 
village ; sees casual ties. He says that with the 
noise of our guns and the German bombardment he 
felt scar,~ely able to think . "I then found 
Pringle and the o there who all looked as if they 
were going through a horrible time . 11 

He describes the scene of battle from a hill: "a 
wonderful and horrible sight.I' Deso . P. 71 . 
Their bearers were evacuating from Bernaf'ray'Wood, 
under heavy shellfire . 
Lt . Nimmo Brown and 5 others k . by a shell . 

He visited Cambridge Copse outside Maricourt. 
Talks to Capt .Walsh who describes his experiences 
in Bemafray Wood P. 72 . (2 orderl:'~,., succumbed to 
nervous breakdown) . 
11'lhe fighting is furious all along the line and the 
casual ties are terrible . " Col . Jones , S.A.Scottish, 
was killed standing near the Dressing Stn. Capt. 
Russell shot by a sniper ••• "A v . difficult job has 
fallen to the lot of the s.A. infantry. " 

Comments again on Bemafray Wood . "Stff. Sgt. 
Walsh is reported to have done phenomenal1y good 
work •••••• for 4 nights and 3 days . In fact he 
only returned on being told he was 'under arrest. • 
He says the men have all worked splendidly and 
gained praise on all sides . 
"'Ihe fighting has become smmply furious and the 
casual ties on both sides a.re too fearful to think 
of. All we can do is to wade through the masses of 
wounded." 

Visit to front 
Casual ties & 

comments 

Scene of battle/ 
desc . P . 71 

Berna.fray Wood 

Casualties 

Bemafray, P. 72 
Ne.rves. 

Fierce fighting . 

lii. .A. infantry. 

Tribute to Stff. 
Sgt. Walsh 

Ditto to men 

Slaughter/comment 
"f, ,,,. 

He says events a.re moving so fast that it is impos- Dives Copse I 
Corps Main D.S. ai ble to keep up with them. He is now , in con- shiftwork 

junction with the tent divs . of 2 other ambulances , 
running the Corps Main D.S . and working in shifts . 
Says the fighting is beyond description; 1 bearer 
killed and 22 wounded. 
"'Ihe holding of the captured positions is where the Losses in ca:otured 

I / 

heavy losses come in; losses in S. A.Bde . have 
been extremely heavy. 11 Nearly all officers in the 
S . A.I . have been killed or wounded. P . 73 

positions heaviest. 
P. 73 

He comments on the terrible wounds , and the pa
tience of the men: "one seldom hears a groan • •• 11 

He says the whole of the 9th Div. has suffered very 
heavily, losing about 25 , 000 k or w before attack
ing on the 14 th in place of 30th Di v . 

'Ihe Official List of S .A.I . casual ties amounts to 
114 officers ; "our Div. has lost about 6700 men." 
The Germans have been using poison gas shells . 
"All speak in the highest praise of our bearers •• " 
One officer, buried 5 times, and a man 11of iron 
nerve" is "a total wreck for the present. 11 

Continual influx of wounded. 6 MOs at work . He 
says they a.re losing immense numbers in holding the 
ground once gained, sticking at no sacrifice to 
hold it, which may be demoralising to the Germans . 
Account of the part his ll:i.v. has played. P. 74 
('l'rones , Delville etc . ) 

Patience of wounded 
P. 73 

9th Div. casualties 

Official casualties 

Poison gas shells 
Praise for bearers 

Nerves 

Casual ties on se
cured ground 

9th Div. P. 74 



Capt. C1M, MURRAY, 29th F. A. 

BOOK II (Cont'd) 

20.7 . 16 
Cont. 

22 . 7. 16 

28 . 7. 16 

Off duty he visits Fricourt . Comments on oblitera
tion of villages . 
Bearers to be relieved, having been working unending
ly for 21 days in momentary risk of their lives. Some 
have broken down "which is ohly natural , the wonder 
being that more have not succumbed in the same way. " 

Bde came out of action. CMM rode with the General to 
Happy Valley. Germans shelling at Billou Wood. He 
comments on the traffic as crowded almost as in the 
Strand streaming steadily on; when a shell strikes 
a wagon it is pulled aside and the hole filled in, 
while the traffic continues , unless stopped by a mi
litary policeman. 

Coming here he visited the S.A. Gen.Hospital at 
Abbeville. 

Resting. He says that the latest return shows 2900 
k or w out of the 3500 who went into battle . 

Breakdowns/ 
bearers 

'Jxaffic unde
terred ~Y 
s\\<ll hc,les 

Magnicourt 

Fresnicourt 
Oas.records 

I~ 

CMM regrets not having been able to record more of 
what he has seen and heard. He says most of the 
wounds were caused by shells . He recounts stories 
told to him P. 76/7 . (Many v.near misses) . 
5,000,000 shells are said to have been fired py our 
guns alone . 

Related ex
periences P. 76/T 

29 . 7 . :,_6 

7 . 8 . 16 

He says their list of officers k or w is 98 . Col . 
'lllackery of the 3rd Reft. while holding Delville 'Wood 
was hit 6 times by spent :fragments of shell which did 
not cause wounds. Col. T said the Germans were very 
clever in the wood - were not got rid of. One was 
dressed in dirty trousers , brown sweater, and leaves 
attached at intervals. Clothed like this they lay 
motionless, and then fired . 
Desc . difficulties of moving wounded P. 77; fears for 
future wounded in present-day warfare . "A man'a 
strength or skill is going to profit him nothing" in 
face of such a deluge . P. 78 

On 5th Gen. Sir c. Monroe inspected and complimented 
the S. A.s . 

No . ofshells 

~/oMl 
Hit 6 t ~mes & 

unwounded 

Camouflaged 
snipers 

Removal of 
wounded P. 77 

Fears for the 
future P . 78 

N.H. I . 

Gen. Monroe 

(Notes on the rescue and evacuation of wounded at the Somme. _!l>, 78/79) 
Conditions at the time; gunfire etc . ; main dressing stns; dressing 

stns . for walking wounded; rest stns; purposes & operation. 

8 . 8 . 16 

9. 8. 16 

15. 8. 16 
18. 8 . 16 

He has dinner with two other medical officers , both 
Cambridge and Guysmen of t 11e same period 

'lhe Div. is to move to the Mt. St.Eloy (sic) sector. 
CMM reflects on the capture of Vimy Ridge . It ' s re_, 
capture by the Germans must , he says, have tho
roughly disgusted the F.rench who had sacrificed so 
much to win it. 

Estree-Cauchie . Desc . dressing stn. Lawns & flower 
beds . "One of the show places along the line. 11 

Old acquaint
ances 

Estree-Cauchie 
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lliere follows an account of the work of the s.A.F.A. during the battle of 
the Somme, compiled from the accounts and notes of various officers and 
men. (Composition and functioning) . 

'Ibis account covers the following period:-

18. 6. 16 Tent Div. joined that of 27th FA to form CRS here , 
at Ch.Corbie . Desc . Shelter for 300 patients . 
Began taking in. 

30. 6. 16 Deployment of personnel to other statf8fts~9~mbard
ment starts on 25th. 

1 . 7 . 16 

3. 7 . 16 

4. 7 . 16 

5. 7 . 16 

6. 7 . 16 

10.7. 16 

12. 7 . 16 

17.7 16 

Desc . difficult terrain. 

Desc . first wave of attack on 1st. Work of the 
bearers before moving up to Trigger Valley (S . A. Bd.e . ) 
Desc . of valley. 

Clearing trenches at the Briqueterie. 

Difficult march for bearers to Maricourt. 

Volunteers called for burial parties . Cleared a con
siderable part of the trenches before Montauban. 

Clearing wounded from Glatz Redoubt to AIS on 
Peronne road; day & night. 

SA Bd.e moved forward in support of ~Oth Div. Shell
fire caused casual ties; difficult carrying work; 
trenches often too narrow for stretchers , while in 
the open, :wire and shellholes made stretcher-bearing 
a "performance which called for great steadiness of 
nerve as well as physical strength. " .Decision to 
move to Cambridge Copse. 

At Cambridge Copse the men had to burrow holes, soon 
surrounded by French & :British guns moving up, which 
then drew enemy fire . Lack of sleep and heavy 
strain brought on breakdowns. 
2 Corps of the S.A.I. took over some front line 
trenches at :aernafray Wood on 8. 7 . 16. Many casual
ties, but impossible for outgoing units to clear 
their casualties . "It was during these days that 
much splendid work was done by all who too~ part . " 
Recounts Capt. Welsh's experiences from 9. 7 . to 
11. 7. returning to the wood after 16 hrs . at work , 
with volunteers , stumbling through tear gas for 
more than 3 hrs before they could take away more 
wounded •• 
11. 7 . Narrow escape of Sgts . Damp & Mathews . 
Tribute to Stff. Sgt.Walsh for his work in Bernafray 
Wood. 
Capt.Rev. Cook killed in Bernafray/Trones area. 
Praises Cpl . Latham & Pte. Tobias . 

Tent Div.moved here on 15th. Desc . work running the 
M:00. 
.Desc . attack on 14th; pushing Germans out of Longue
val into .Delville Wood. .Desc . chain of evacuation, 
and personnel deployment etc . 
Long a/c of appalling difficulty carrying from Longue
val to Bernafray Wood . 

Corbie 

CRS 

Trigger Valley 

Briqueterie 

Difficult march 

Burials 

Clearing wounded 

Montauban 

St. bearers 

Cambridge Copse 

2 Corps s . A.I . 
Casualties/Berna

fray Wood . 

"Splendid work 11 

Capt .Welsh ' s ex
periences 

Escapes/ct£I~ey 
Trench 

Stff. Sgt.Walsh, 
Rev. Cook killed, 
Tributes 

Dives Copse 

Desc .Mm work • 

tltt'a't~"' . 
Personal de.jJoYM.eJ\t 
Appalling diffi
culties 
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S.A.F.A. work (cont ' d) 

20. 7 . 16 
22 . 7 . 16 

''M.o . covered with grime & mud, carrying a stretcher 
with a kilted Scot. Then a tall parson unrecog~i
sable under a coating of mud, with a stretcher 
bearer for a partner , whose orders he obeyed im
plicitly• II 

He points out that elsewhere things were as bad, and 
mentions Train Alley. Refers to a new type of gas 
shell here . Capt . Grainger, in charge at Train 
Alley, was continuously at work for over 60 hours 
at one period. "Consequently he was partly gassed, 
and sent down to the MIS.If 

Bde was withdrawn on 19th. On 22nd they went into 
rest . 

'Jhe diary then continues here: 

27 . a . 16 

25 . 9. 16 

2. 10. 16 

6.10. 16 

9 . 10.16 

12 . 10. 16 

14.10.16 

He moved here on 24th , running the 9th Div. DRS. 
(Himself, Capt. Gordon , 25 NCOs and men . ) 

Lord Derby distributed awards and honours . 

CMM made a tour of ai·1 posts . D3sc . P. 88 
Some trench mortars were at work : "they hurl a 
bomb of about 60 lbs . I believe , and the explosion 
is v . heavy. 11 

Deso . watching one of our planes flying low (? to 
get photos) . 
In one place the remaining stump of a tree , about 
25 or 30 feet high, has been replaced by the REs 
by a steel tower painted to look like the stump, 
" •• . a splendid observation post for t:i.e artillery. 
lfue ruse seems quite unknown to the '}:mnans at 
present ••• " 
Says the area under cover of the ridge is so exten
sive and the fighting so severe that last year ' s 
dead still lie out. 

rrhey are told this is to be their "Training Area" . 

Moved here on 30. 9. CMM dined with Gen. Furse (WT) , 
Di v . Commander. 

By a fleet of buses (French) to this HQ a few miles 
from Albert . '.Ihe whole Div. (500 buses) embarked. 

"Our ambulance is acting as the 'FA in Reserve ' " . 
D3sc . deployment of personnel . 
Deso . horseback ride to Fricourt: camps , troops , 
terrain: 11 

•• utter desolation. 11 

Working in 8 hr. shifts . 
Captured documents record exhortation to German air
men to do their utmost to attain ascendency of the 
air "if only for 2 hours a day. " Another implores no 
wastage of ammo thr ou h nervousness" . 

"lfuis encampment of CCSs is called Edgeaill . 
Refers to their failed attack on the Butte de Wa.rlen
court . 

Padre mucks 
in 

Dives Copse 
Train Slley 
Gas shells ti\ e.."'1) 
Capt.Grainger/ 

workload/ 
gassed. 

Caucourt 

Awards/Lord 
Derby 

~~p~8 
Mortars 

Low-flying. 

Dwmny tree stump 

Dead from last 
year 

Gouy-en-Ternoi s 

Grand Rullecourt 

Bonnieres 

Lavieville 

Dernancourt 
Personnel Jif, toy/Vl..U\-t 
Desc . ride J'°6 fr,a:,"rt 

Gennan documents/ 
plea to aimen/ 
gunners 

Failed attack 
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14. 10. 16 
Cont. 

18. 10. 16 

23.10.16 

26. 10. 16 

27 . 10. 16 

30. 10. 16 

He describes riding up to the lines ; crater of 
a huge mine between Becourt " Contalmaison, said 
to have buried a good many Tyneside ~oottish . 
As well as 9" Hows he sees "a single monster of 
15 ins which throws a simply huge shell . 11 

He walks to Contalmaison and describes what he 
see3. D3scribes batteries firing: ~ ~ ~e range is 
so great that they appear to be firing almost 

straight into the air, so that it is no uncommon 
sight to see huge guns firing apparently straight 
across a road packed with traffic , from no more 
than 50 yds . away. " He passed little mounds 
with wooden crosses; pools of blood in shellholes; 
says they often get cases which have laid in holes 
for as much as 8 days - still alive to be res
cued . 
Desc . one of the German "strong points" P. 91 
D3sc . HQ,(ambulance) - "palatial German dug-out in 
Fricourt , P. 91. 
He sees a howitzer being towed back from the front 
with the following words chalked on the barrel : 
"fune Her Bit" . He adds that the Tommy never 
ceases to see the humorous side of things . · 

Desc . shelling around Demancourt . P. 92 

He says the gun firing on D3rnancourt yesterday 
did so from a range of 26 , 000 yds and was using 
9. 2 inch shells . 

(Typescript mentions MAP here) 

22 . 11.16 

6. 12. 16 

22 . 12. 16 

28 . 12. 16 

He was sent here on 2nd to take over the ADS from 
107th F.A. German line is 1500 yds from centre of 
the town. Desc . Arras; damage, P. 93 . 
'lhey are in the F.cole Normale. (Shattered panes 
replac~d with calico and blankets let down at 
night.J 

He describes the sector - canal system (Scarpe); 
gun positions . P. 93 

He ic woken by a gas alarm; lost no time putting 
on his mask . He says " •• we all collected toget
her feeling rather stupid as one feels rather like 
a rat in a hole . 11 'lhis gas attack was followed 
by another . Patients had to wear their masks for 
2 hrs . A number of gas cases came in; several 
deaths were reported. 

Mine crater 

15" gun 

N.H. I . 

Deso .walk P. 90 

Range of guns 

Aftermath of 
battle 

German "strong 
points" P. 91 
& dug-out 

Humour 

Shelling, P. 92 

La.vieville 

Gun eq.~ 
Wanquetin 
N.H.I . 

Maizieres 
N.H.I . 

Arras 
Desc . p. 93 

Dase . sector P. 93 

Gas alarm/feel
ings 

Casual ties 

I'> 
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s . 1 . 17 

11 . 2. 17 

More gas on nights of 4th & 5th as well as hig 
shells . 

Regular routine has almost caused him to forget hie 
diary. He says he has never been more comfortable 
since coming to France . Weather dry. 
He is in charge of a wsrking party converting dug
outs behind the front line for use as an AlX3. Desc . 
construction of these P. 94 
He has found a frozen swimming bath and skates on 
it: "It is rather a curious experience to be skating 
so near the front line . '' Occasionally pieces of 
shell rain down . 

(He mentions George who is now nearby; havi~ 
visited him several times in this diary. (Brother) 

22 . 2. 17 CMM & Capt . Joubert are now living in the dugouts 
they have prepared . Desc . P. 95 . He is to deal 
with all the casual ties in their sector . 
'lllese dugouts were originally made by a N. Zealand 
tunnelling coy. 

24. 2 . 17 Great activity; guns everywhere; new trenches . 
"'llle preparations seem far more elaborate and. per
fect than were those for the Somme.'/ 

26. 2. 17 A birthday party for 4 . 
Shell lands in a working party; 25 cases treated , 
most of which were ''horribly mangled" . "I had to 
amputate above the knee in one case . " Total 
casualties from one shell: 31 , of whom 12 were 
killed and several others likely to die . All were 
from Tyneside Scottish regiments . 

3. 3.17 He was told by the AJl1S to take command of the CRS 
here on the let. Here he finds 6apt • .Argo of the 
2/1 Highland Fld • .Ambulance of the 57th Division. 
It is a nice site; accommodate~ up to 1200 men; a 
new station . He expects to be v . busy. 

7 . 4.17 Bad weather has held up work on the CRS. Gives 
more parttculars of this camp. In addition, they 
have fitted up huts in Aubigny as a Rest Station 
for 30 officers . 
He complains ~fa ehortae,-e of timber which has been 
"dole out v . slowly. u 
He says the time approaches when "the next great 
battle will be fought" , and "everyone is waiting for 
the word to go . 'Ille preparations are on a stupen
dous ecale ••• probably about 4000 field guns and se
veral hundred heavies to every mile •••• " Much air 
activity. 

10. 4 . 17 Desc . successful attack by XVII Corps . P. 97 . "Like 
clockwork" . Prisoners , objectives , taken. V. few 
casual ties . 'Ille officers captured said it was "a 
complete surprise" . 

11 . 4 . 17 

12 . 4 . 17 

Bad weather. Reports on news from the front . P. 97 

Reports on Corpe summary. Casualties coming in now. 
Says conditions at the front must be truly horrible ; 
"one wonders how the human frame can endure such 
hardship . II 

Gas 

Comfort 

Converting dug
ou te P . 94 

Sica ting ne a.r 
the line 

St, Nicholas 
Dugouts P . 95 

Many guns 

B' day party. 

Casual ties . 
Amputation 

Total casualties . 
Tyneside Scottish. 

Savy-Berlette 

Desc . of ~RS P. 96 

II II 

Rest stn . /Aubigny 

Ti.coer shortage 

"Stupendous" pre
parations 

Attack P. 97 

News reports P. 97 

Casualties 
Corps summary P. 97 
Compassion 

lb 
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12 . 4. 17 
Cont . 

21 . 4. 17 

8 5. 17 
1~.5 . 17 

19.5. 17 

25 . 5 . 17 

"Our Division is reported to have done splendidly 
throuBiiout" . 
Bad news - that "poor Welsh had been badly woun
ded" . He died at jt. Nicholas the s~,e day. 
"'llns will be a great blow to everyone in the 
unit , a.s undoubtedly he was the most loved offi
cer in the unit, by all ranks . If 

He goes with Pringle to St. Nicholas , but finds 
that Capt .Welsh had been too seriously wounded to 
be moved from Fampoux RAP, where he died at 2 am 
on the 13th. 'lhe road is too bad for his body to 
be brought down at present . 

Weather horrible , and Capt .Welsh has been buried 
"somewhere between Athie and Fampoux, nea.r the 
RAP." 
001 s~s "in the confusion of the battle one hard
ly realises that he has gone and it will only be 
when we piece ourselves together once more that 
we shall fully realise the loss to our unit." 

Weather "continut::r:!. vile" until the 20th . Bombard
ment all along the line . 

Sudden escalation of bombardment: "one contin-· 
uous and mighty roar ••• like a convoy of lorries 
with their engines going just outside my hut." 
Above this the sound of heavies (Hows and Naval 
Guns). 

Not much advance now , but Huns counterattqpked in 
masses , mown down by our artillery as they came . 
He says the S.A. Bde has suffered more badly than 
other Bdes in killed and wounded . 
CMM has orders to remain in charge of this camp 
as long as his division remains in the Corps . 
'lhe Surgeon General visited and expressed consi
derable satisfaction. 

Good weather . Col. Symons , .AIJv1S has been killed 
by a shell while walking along a road behind the 
line . CMM s~s he will be a great loss ••• a mo s t 
capable man and v. much liked ••• 11 

He says the Di v . and especially the Bde . is 
seriously depleted . 'lhe l3de . has gone in only 1 
Battn. strong; remnants of the other Battns . be
ing joined with fatigue parties , bearers , etc . 

Bombardment. Attacks . 

'lb.ere is some confusion about the position now , 
which the Corps communique describes as "obs
cure . " Heavy losses claimed by either side . 
"George" has had a "stiff time" - is acting Ad
jutant. CMM hopes he will be able to come away 
and rest with him. 
'lhe 51st Div. which replaced them have been in 
some stiff fighting, capturing & consolidating. 
Officers who have come downs~ position is v. 
favourable for another attack . 
A young pilot says he wo.S a ttacked by 2 Hun Hal-

,7 . ' 

Div. success 

Ca.pt .Welsh d.o .w. 

"Great blow"to 
all 

Capt . Welsh d. on 
13 . 4.17 

Weather delays 
burial 

Capt. W buried 
near RAP 

Deferred mourning 

Escalation of 
bombardment 

Counteratta.cks 

Casual ties 

vrders . 
Visit by Surg. Gen. 

AIMS ki 11 ed 

Tribute 

Div. depleted 

Situation "ob
scure" 

t?ro ther George 

51st Di.v. Success 

Halberstad planes 



Capt. C.M,MURRAY, 29th F.A. 

BOOK II (Cont ' d) 

25 . 5. 17 
Cont. 

12. 6. 17 

20. 6. 17 

28 . 6. 17 

2. 7 . 17 

10. 7 . 17 

12. 7 . 17 

14. 7. 17 

berstad planes "which a.re their fastest and their 
best . 11 'lhey far outclassed his machine . He and the 
observer took the machine gun off their plane when 
they landed behind the German lines. They found a 
British plane - pilot & observer lying dead - which 
had been missing for 2 days , took it ' s identity, 
fought off 8 Germans with their gun and managed to 
get to our own line , among the Canadians . Their 
info helped the Canadians to attack the next morn
ing and advance . 
About a week later the same pilot was shot down; 
his plane snapped in two at his seat , letting him 
fall uninjured to the ground. He and his observer 
lay in shellholes about 140 yds in front of the 
German line before getting back to our lines . 
'Ihis lad took CMM for a flight . Desc . of this P. 101. 
a-1M was v . impressed. "A most thril (Long account) 
ling experience" . 

He receives his leave warrant. 

He had leave from 28th to 7 th (May/ June) . 

He is trying to contact George , having had no word 
for some time . 

Desc . a visit to Sapignies . P. 102. Old lines ; 
villages . Desc . how roads intended for constant 
use were staked at close intervals on each side with 
either wood or ixon stakes to prevent the traffic 
swinging off the crown of the road, and also the 
accumulation of mud. There were also pockets of 
spa.re road.material at intervals. 
Tea in :Bapaume at a place run by the E.F.C. which 
also provided beds . 

CMM has been able to arrange concerts "which the 
men enjoy immensely"; one by the 27th F. A. and the 
other by the "'Ihistles" (the 9th Div. troupe .) 

Another show, by the ''Follies" of the 4th Div. 
the original troupe of this klind in France. 
Deso . fitting out the t~atre . P. 104. 
He says his mention in 'despatches has l ed to a mi s-

take , as the Guys Gazette has got him in among the 
ISOs and several people have written to congratulate . 

He has been to No . 3 Canadian Hosp. at lliullens to 
see George who is "improving" and feeling better. 
He hopes to get away on leave soon. 
Iese . of the hospital in the citadel. P. 104 
He says the French a.re much delighted by the arrival 
of .American troops . "We hear that they a.re quite 
sufficiently trained •• in fact better trained than the 
Allied troops were at the beginning of the war -
which is not saying much." "The medical corps have 
already taken over several hospi tale . 11 

Ernest came to the camp. Heis stationed at .Acq. 

Lunch wi th Ernest, and a ride to Souchez . Desc . P. 105 

Ditto, and another ride to ridge above Notre ])mie de 
Lorette . Desc . P. 104 Wonderful view from top, to 
most of the front. 

Airmens ' escape 

Valuable info. 
obta..,ned 

Second escape 

(i? 

CMM' s 1st flight 
P. 101 

Leave 

Savy-:Berlette 

Brother 

Sl}y~ies P. 102 
V'1S iC 

Staked roads 

E. F. C. 

Concerts 

" 
"Follies" 
'lheatre P. 104 

Mention in 
despatches 

'&other 

Iesc . Hospi tal/ 
P. 104 

Americans/Fr. 
delight 

Ernest(? rela
tive) 

Ride . P. 105 

II P. 104 
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14.7.17 
Cont. 

28 . 7 . 17 

3.s. 17 

6 . s . 17 

15 . s . 17 

21 . s . 17 

He describes watching"a battery of 611 Hows 
bombarding a group of huge tanks in connection with 
some factory of sorts. Each time before firing a 
phone message came up to the observing officer. " 
A German plane attacks a balloon with fire bullets, 
and the smoke trails looked like wires connecting 
plane & balloon. P.105. rib.is balloon was ohly a 
decoy; CMM doesn't envy observers their task al-
though they have parachutes . "We sat f o::: about 1 
hour watching this scene which I don't think I will 
easily forget . " 

It has been decided to close this camp at Savy Bar
lette al though it is a good one and the new camp 
is only 5 miles away at Bus . 
With Ernest he watched another shoot - an 8 inch 
How battery at work. "llie shooting was not v.good 
but the observing officer said the guns had only 
just moved into position and could not expect to do 
much until they had settled down." 
Relates "nasty experience" of 10th F . A. near 
Arra.CJ, P . 106. 

Arrived here yesterday. He says there has ob
viously been "wanton destruction" by the Gennans . 
here; churches blown down; dynamite put in the 
vaults; graves opened and rifled. 

He went on a foraging expedition. L:,ng desc. of 
ground he goes over; litter, equipment, wire; 
little marker crosses, and here and there with 
names, steel helmet or fifie . Desc . P.107 

rrbld they are to move to Achiet-le-Grand. 
Desc . being given a lift by Ca.pt.Fenton who 
wanted to visit 4th Army HQ at Malo-Les-Bains. 
Desc . beach; shelling of D.mkerq,·~ . 
He sees a ''huge aeroplane'' belonging to the French, 
and was told it could carry the equipment of 23 
men. It is being used a.s a bomb dropper, escorted 
by fast scouts on its raids . 
He says the Germans have better planes than we do, 
but they are not so numerous, "nor are they such 
reckless fighters as our men." 
Comment s on the state of affairs in the front P. 108. 
He says the difficulties of fighting in Belgium are 
enormous and depend v . much on the weather. Roads 
are causeways to be kept along. 
Comments that the failure of the 5th Army has been a 
rebuff to the whole offensive . 
Passing through Bailleul they met two of the Dlcros 
brothers who a...::e running a M.A.C . ('llie fucros of 
"Dmlop Tyre fame). 

JUJ.8.17 Camp. flattened by storm. Shot 11 partridges. 

'? 

Guns /balloon/ 
Observations 
(Desc . P. 105) 

Camp to close 

Guns need to 
settle down 

10th F.A. P.106 
(shelled) 

N.H.I . 

Bus 
Germ.ans ' "wan ton 
destruction" 

Desc.Exped. to 
Sailly & Combles 
P.107 

N.H. I. 

Lift to 4th Army/ 
desc.D.mkerque 
bom"-ing. 

New "huge" plane 

Cqmpares Germ.an/ 
Brit. planes 

'lbe front P. 108 
(Annies) 

Belgium/fighting 

5th Army failure 

llicros (Dunlop) 

Achiet-le-Grand 
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14. 9 . 17 

16. 9 . 17 

Desc . most interesting drive . Bapaume/Albert road 
has been "splendidly remade" . Comments on fighting for 
the Butte de Warlencourt , P. 109 
The site of le Sa.re is marked by notices . Near Thiep
val is a large cross put up to the Australians who 
fell there . 
At La Boiselle the crosses were thick. "Hundreds at 
a time" . Past Mametz Wood, Iongueval & Delville Wood 
the ground has been churned up and is covered with 
weeds and grass . Where the wood was dense in 1916 
it is now a mass of stumps. 'Ibey recall places and 
incidents, P . 110. 
On their return, via Sailly-Saillsel to Bapaume, an0 
having .oaen most of the Somme battlefield, CMM says.t 
"It is a scene of the utmost desolation, and will be 
more or less uninhabitable for years to come . In fa.et 
places like Delville Wood it would seem better to 
leave as they a.re . A monument to those whose remains 
lie crowded there . " 

'Ihey were at Achiet until the 12th spending time 
training and in sports . Eh trained for Godewaers
velde and marched to this camp. (A 6 cylinder 
Wolesley had been smashed on a level crossing a few 
hours before). 
He visits the Mill at Vlammertinghe which is the Corps 
Combined Post for WW. "'Ihis the ambulance will take 
over tomorrow. " 
He is told he can ' t be spared at present, and explains 
why; the Germans have a strong position, and a num
ber of our picked Divs . have been assembled to make a 
special attack . P. 110. 
He says those who have been here some time say it is 
too exposed for Ams to do much more than transport 
the wounded back as quickly as possible . 

Casual ties started coming in. ro1M is to be in charge 
of bearers and look after Brigade. 
Desc . drive to Ypres . In the vaul ta of the old pri
son will be HQ for the bearers for the whole of the 
Div, CMh ' s with them. 
Walking back he describes Bavaria House - pillboxes; 
construction; elephant dugouts; advantages & disad
vantages . P. 111. 
Desc . of ''wildest tu.nnoil of shell holes"; foul fluids 
and horrible stench on the next stretch of ground. 
He goes on to describe the scene . P . 112 . Dase . Square 
Farm, des~ined to be another aid post. Nowhere is 
there any shelter. 

He recaps here . Mentions bombing with huge 11Gothas 11 • 

He says time goes v . fast what with air raids , shells, 
attending to casual ties , making plans & thinking ab'out 
supplies and equipment. 
2 American officers come to look round. One is interes
tedin splints and is v . pleased with the one suggested 
by CMM - the arm splint. 'Ihe American wants to cut 
down the number of types used to a minimum. He says he 
will adopt it as the standard type for their army. "It 
has taken nearly a year to get 1 t even noticed in ours . " 

.Butte de w. 
P. 109 

/4e..M , 
Cross/Austra-

lians 
Crosses 

Sites unre, og
nisable 

Past events 

Reflections, 

Abeele 

CCP for WW 

Preps for 
attack P. 110 

Exposed position 

Vlammertinghe 
CCP,IW 

Prison HQ 

Pillboxes P . 111 

State of ground 
Scene P. 112 

Square Farm 

Gothas 

Time filled by 
a.cti vi ties 

.American§/ 
Splints1Cf.IM' s 

comment 
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He adds , of the Americans: ''With the usual American 
acumen they a.re going about among the ambul~ces and 
those who do the work instead of applying to HQ.a . 11 

Battle of Ypres 

21 . 9 . 17 

28 . 9 . 17 

1 . 10. 17 

Cl'1M takes up his post at ~11 Cottage; Lt . Spyicer 
to Bavaria House ; Capt. La~ie to Square Farm. 
Bomba.rdment started. A shell fell on the soft 
ground 30 yds from CMM. "'lhe softness of the 
ground was the .. aving of the situation • ••• 11 

Prisoners sta.rted to come in . 'lhey were taken to 
Bde . HQ close by and handed over , after searching, 
to the stretcher bearers . "all day we continued in 
this way, so that valuable help was given." 
'lhe trains were being run by a S.A. Railway Section, 
"v. pleased to be working with us . • each train 
brought up a petrol can of hot tea for ourselves 
and the wounded." 
Desc . of shells landing nearby; casualties P . 113 
Stretcher cases s treaming down. 
He says the drivers of the Ford ambulances did 
spbndid work - shells just grazing them all day all 
the way. 
Desc . of ad hoe arrangements for wounded from hour 
to hour . Pi) . 113/4. Lists 6 casualties PH4 . 
Moved to Bavaria House where Capt.Hepple of 28th FA 
is also stationed. 
Gives d~tails of deployment of bearers et .• P. 114 
Capt. Lau~ie shot in the thigh while ch~cking the 
front line for wounded . He crawled back and was 
said to be ''v . cheerful" . 
Details of those now released from duty. P . 114 
Mentions A & S.H. casualties . P. 114 

Reports of stray casualties coming in. Records 
coming and going of bearers etc . P. 115 . 

CMM is told, on arrival at HQ, that he is to 
proceed in charge of 40-50 men and 2 officers to 
loo~ after the Division which was moving here to 
res t . 

Told to move here . Details of movements et.c.. . 
])ie to overshooting the mark , the 59th lli.v . had 
had to fall back . 2400 casualties in 24 hrs . 

Harvest moon brings aerial activity. :Bomb in Pop 
caused nearly 200 casual ties . CMM watches the 
planes fly across the moon. He conunents that we 
have to send a lot of planes to do what one Gotha 
can. 

American acumen 

Mi 11 Cottage 

:Bombardment. 
Shells land in 

mud 

Prisoners/help 
from bearers 

S.A.R'way Sectn . 
brings tea 

Shells P. 113 

Trib . /ambulance 
drivers 

~wlyn~ 
f· u4-

Bava.ria House 

Capt.Lau.rie w. 

A S.H. casual
ties I 

~~v... l . 
P.lls a.cl~V\~ hi.~ 

N.H.!. 

Winnezeele 

New orders 

Arneke 

Casual ties/SC, 'ttV 
Aerial activity 

Harvest moon 

Gothas 

Battle of Ypres, 20th September 1917 (Amplification of notes already made) 

'lliis pa,:ieage is essentially the same as that covered 1".> \ lb - f l <:; 
from :.J . 9 . 17 to 28 . 9. 17 Pp . 113/5 , but in much more 

detail , and with reference to the map. 
He desc . how the S,A, l3de, took all the pillboxes on S . A. successes 
their own front and 2 more , and the method they 
used. ''I don ' t suppose there h~,_!ver been a better 
combination between artillery i-raantry than this . " 

Artillery/infantry 
combination 
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:Battle of Ypres {cont'd) 

He says that when he first viewed "the condition of 
things" he felt they were in for a v . bad time, but 
when the attack started and they got to work "a 
good deal of the sense of danger seemed to disap
pear. n 

Owing to the impossibility of making dugouts, as 
soon as the cases became plentiful they had to be 
dressed in ~he open.~ •• horrible thing at times to 
have perhaps 50 stretchers all round the pillbox, 
lying in the open, !Xld shells falling all round •• " 
By good luck they didn't receive a direct hit. 

( Organisation of the whole thing is gone into in 
detail . ) 

Referring to pla1es , he commends the Gothas . Our 
airmen say there is no comparison between German 
planes and our own. General opinion now is that 
the following is the order of merit,_ 

German 
French 
Italian 
:Sri tish 

He remarks that this is about right: "The bombing 
is so demoralising that there seems no doubt that 
all the combatants will make a point of developing 
it, and it will behove us to do something to mend 
matters . " 

Diary continues: 

a . 10. 17 
9 . 10. 17 

10. 10 . 17 

11. 10. 17 

12 . 10. 17 

13.10. 17 

Orders to go to L'Epee Farm. 
Entrained at Arneke; arrived Pop and marched here -
a most uncomfortable camp. Visited the Mm and 
ADS "on the Ypres-Commines Canal called Dulhallow. " 

CMM came here last night to run the Corps AIS. He 
and Capt. Forbes had to make their way here , in 
bad weather , and heavy shelling. After da.rlc the 
shelling was worse, and the scene on the road "in
describable" . ,)ne huge incendiary bursts into a 
crowd of guns , wagons and pack mules . CMM was 
dressing until 3 am. 

Casual ties coming in s tea.d.ily. ''we could only just 
keep abreast of the work . 't 

His post is the nodal point from which 2 lines of 
evacuation radiate . (Lists other posts) . He also 
lists MOs i/c; methods of trying to avoid shells . 
P. 119 . He says 450 bearers were at work on the 
two routes . No shelter for the "worn & sodden 
bearers waiting until it was light enough for them 
to go out again. f/ 

Ta.skof clearing the front line . Wind , wet; sea of 
mud and hidden holes . CMM ' s limited accommodation 
became swamped and men had to lie out inthe mud, 
in pouring rain. Bearers dropped asleep everywhere . 
CMM had to find time to go round "spurring them 
back to work • " 

Anxiety quelled 
by action 

Str . cases lying 
in the open 

Details of or
ganisation. 

Arneke ---.---
L'Epee Farm 

St . Julien 

Pp . 11q 
Accopit 

Atro~ious con
ditions 

Shell victims 

Heavy ,,.,orkload 

Details of FA 
posts P. 119 

450 bearers 
[shelterless 
mostly) 

Clearing front 
line . 

Conditions . 
Exhaustion. 
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14. 10. 17 

15 . 10.17 

16. 10. 17 

17 .10. 17 

18 . 10.17 

19 . 10. 17 

20.10 . 17 

22 . 10. 17 

23. 10. 17 

He says that if it had not been for the voluntary 
aid of Capt. Fi~owson, N.Z . MC, whose battery w~s 
nearby a."ld who worlced steadily with him, they could 
not have done half what they did . As the wagons 
came down, wounded were J.,~led aboard; squads 
struggling down the road carrying, until well after 
midnight. 

Quketer. Bearers able t& get some rest, and clean 
socks. "A great many of our men are suffering from 
mustard gas poisoning. " 

He tours the bearer posts; all arejaded, but 
''keeping up wonderfully under the strain." 
He thinks the gas will "tell its tale . Already 
about 16 have gone in this way or wounded. " 

Capt. Forbes' party at Hibou had a particularly bad 
dosing of gas . "Forbes and more men have had to go, 
and our casual ties now amount to nearly 40 .'/ 
300 infantry bearers were recalled and 100 fresh 
ones sent up. 

Terrific shelling. One hi ta CHM ' s pillbox by the 
door , but he was out. He says how wonderfully 
strong the pillboxes are; this shell only knocked 
off a corner . 'Ihe concussion is tremendous . 
He describes ammo carriers runnin. the gauntlet of 
a concentrated barrage; limbers without drivers; 
riderless horses & hnTseless riders . 
In spite of the shells, there were few casualties . 
Nevertheless CMM i s kep t busy and there were some 
exciting moments eetting the wounded away. PP. 120/1 

Shelling has gone on all night and is still conti
nuing. Desc . hearing approach of the shell be
fore explosion. 
A fleet of Gothas went over "and as usual all our 
planes disappeared." Bombs did immense damaEe • 
Desc. 2 plane crashes. 
Not quite so busy. "The men are beginning to pick 
up again." 

Guns all night , but CMM says "I find I can sleep 
tairly well through most of it. " 
'Ihis is the 11 th day they have been in this place 
"and all of us will be heartily glad to get out . " 

Monotonous Hun shelling makes one d83' v . lilce ano
ther . Incessant barrage of 5. 9s . 
He says this has been a long period of strain for 
all as the Ge:t'f,\l~S are putting up a desperate s trug
gle to hang on VJhe last of the high ground~l ••• one 
lives in an atmosphere of constant vibration and ap
palling crashes . 11 

He thinks there must be quite a number of batteries 
directed on to them as the shells are streaming over, 
"and the old pillbox rocking under the vibra.tion. 11 

Desc . 
Capt .Widowson, NZ. 
( tribute) f> .. l~o 

Clean socks for 
bearers . 

Mustard gas poi
soning 

Morale 

Gas victims 

Strength of pill
boxes 

Chaos OI\ r~ o.Js 
:p- l~o 

Shells 

Gothas 

N.H.I . 

Ability to sleep 

Hart enough 

Monotony 
5 . 9s 

Stressful period 

Targeted by enemy 

24 . 10. 17 
26. 10. 17 

Capt.MacGregor of 148th FA RN came with advance par:by. Relief by 148th 1;;~1 
All collected at Irish Fa..."lil; next day trained and K,IV 

bussed to Synthe . 
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30. 10. 17 After 2 nights at Synthe they moved here . 
'lliey are on the coast, 7 or 8 km from the front 
line . Div. duties are to hold about 700 yards 
of front line from the sea inland! also coast 
defence . "So it is what is reckoned as a rest
ing job . II 

Billeted in "a nice little villa" . 

Pringle has gone on 3 months leave to S. A. and 
CMM is now in command of the unit . 

CMM goes on leave from 7 . 11 . to 21 . 11. 

23.11 . 17 He rejoins unit . "Our nice friend Fritz , the 
"unit dog" had been killed on the way down by a 
car . 11 

26. 11 . 17 Moved here today. 'lb.is is a large , neglected 
fa.n:n . 'Ihey are to convert it into a DRS . Lists 
officers here with him. P. 123 

2 . 12 . 17 
to 
6 . 12 . 1·7 

7 . 12 . 17 

14. 12. 17 

25 . 12 . 17 

To Hesdin . Train to Peronne; marched to Allaine . 
Marched to Havrincourt Wood & shared camp with 
3rd FA Guards Division. Marched to Haudecourt 
to comfortable billets. 

Instructions to construct a Mm for the 7th Corps 
He says Maj . Power marched on 4th to Havrincourt 
to take over bearer posts from the Guards Div. 
"Today has been a black day as 7 of our men were 
killed and 4 wounded in the aid post in Gouze
court which was penetrated by a shell . 3 of the 
men are not expPr:ted to live . " He then names 
Maj . Power, Ca.p.t .. Liebson , Lt . Bayers & Lt. 
Smith - all having met there when the shelling 
commenced. 'Ihey ha.cl already ordered the men 
into the cellar and were running across the court
yard to take shelter there when a shell pitched 
exactly in the hole which lit & ventilated it, and 
did not burst until it reached the cellar. One 
man escaped unwounded. "In one fell swuop we have 
therefore had more men killed than during the whole 
of our career •••• " 

Lists names of men killed. 

V. busy constructing the«:MDS . 

'lhey have been clearing the front of wounded and 
constructing the camp. 'lhey now come under the VII 
Corps . 'Ihe MDS is now to be a ms. 
'lhey found everything in confusion here . He refers 
to the successful tank attack , which had been 
ruined by the cavalry. 11 'lhey did just exactly what 
they have done on every occasion in which they have 
been used •••• threw everything into confusion & ac
complished nothing ••• ruining the success gained by 
the tanks on the first day. " He continues on P. 124 
"To all but the Higher Command the use of cavalry 

in this war has been obviously stupid ••• same•.f.ld 
errors time after time" . Points out that ii then 
harder for the infantry to regain ground. 
He continues that no provision had been made to 
hc,ld the flanks representing the base of the sa-

St, Idesbalde 

lllties . 
Resting job . 

In command of ()f\,r 
Leave 

St, Denoeux 

Plangues fCU'Mj' 
Conversion job. 
Officers . 

Nurlu 

''Black day"'ci-ovze~R1' 
I~ I 

Casualties 

(officers n~) 

Circumstances 

f · (13 

Worst loss to date 

Names men k . r. (~4,-

Change of plan for 
hosp . camp 

Cri t . of cavalry 
in tank action 
(P. 124) 

Opportunities lost 
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BOOK III 

l . l . 18 

2. 1. 18 

5 . 1. 18 

10. 1 . 18 
to 
15 . 1 . 18 

17 . 1 . 18 

25 . 1 . 18 

31 . 1 . 18 

1 . 2 . 18 

10.2 . 18 

lient with sufficiently strong divisions. So the 
Germans predictably attacked on both flanks . 
Continues P.124 . 
An artilleryman told CMM that the first intimation 
his battery had of an attack was seeing our men 
bolting back followed by Germans. "The Guards Divi
sion that had been fighting in Bourlon 'l'food and, 
relieved, were just entering Havrincourt Wood, were 
turned out to stop the rout . 'lheir APM posted him
s~~ f near a prisoner cage on the main road of re
treat and simply turned our men and officers into it 
and then into a trench to defend i t. 11 ~ this and 
other ways, "and by the pluck of a few individuals, 
the rout was stopped and the Germans driven back 
for a bit • •••• 11 

He says the net result of all th~s was that the rest 
of the salient became untenable and had to be 
abandoned. 

<l<1M says it was 5 days after this disaster that he 
arrived, and there was confusion everywhere. 'lhere 
was a German e ttackl a few days ago, and now v . little 
regained ground remains . 

Xmas d.inn~rs for men, and concert. 

Lt . Richardson, WM, and CMS Gordge were mentioned 
in despatches on New Years day. 

Sgt. Kimberley has been awarded the Meritorious 
Service Medal . 

They have been having v . bad weather; constant 
frost , with rain, so everywhere is coated with ice. 
'Ibey have now built a hospital with accommodation 
for 250 sick , and have 240 under ·treatment. There 
is a lot of sickness due to the bad weather. 

He has heard that the trenches in front line "have 
become so hopeless that they have had to be evacua
ted.11 No guns have been firing for the past 48hrs . 

Weather is now mil d . 'Ihe officers have built a 
home for themselves from an old brick wall intact on 
3 sides, roofed with corrugated iron; walls of 
felt & hessian, and a big wood fire in the fire
place . Trapdoor to coolµlouse . 
Desc . the hospital they have built. P . 127 
Gen . Smuts visited. 

Under orders to move, which they are v . sorry 
about. 

Moved here, to the banks of the Somme . 
'Ibey are in a chateau on a hillside; out for rest 
and training . 

Bu3y with lectures, drill , exercises & games . Pre
paring for the rumoured attack . Army scheme of 
general reorganisation. "A Bda is being taken from 
each Division - more comparable to the German Div •11 

Comments P. 124 

Guards stop rout, 
using prisoner 
cage. 

P . 124 

Salient untenable 

Confusi:on 

Nurlu 

Mentions in 
despatches 

Award 

Bad weather 
Sick i:r~enf~ 
Hospital 

Trenches evacua
ted 

Guns silent 

"Home built 11 

(e-W,~) 

Desc . hospital P . 127 
Gen. Smuts visits 

Suzanne 

Training 

Reorganisation of 
Army 
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26. 2. 18 

10. 3. 18 

19. 3.18 

21 . 3. 18 

24. 3. 18 

Yesterday the Bde . held a memorial service at Del
ville Wood. Desc . P.129 
The Bde were "cinematographed as they walked off 
past a point where (:iel. Lukin had taken up his 
position near the crossroads in Longueval . 11 

He says the S.A.Scottish have also erected a rus
tic cross to the memory of their dead. 
'lwo of the sisters who came had lost brothers in 
Delir1lle Wood, and had obtained a plan with which 
to find it. "Unless one has some such information 
it is worse than searching for a needle in a bundle 
of hay. " 

CMM has had leave , and attended brother George ' s 
wedding. 

Desc . visits made in London & Boulogne in connec
tion with requests for equipment, ambulances , etc . 
P. 129 

Took ove:c here from 132nd FA, 39th Div. 
A great deal of defence work has been done he.e 
in the last 2 months . 
He says they have been told what to do in case of 
withdrawal - v . different to last yea:r when all the 
talk was of attack. "To be on the defensive now 
seems the abandonement (sic) of all hope of any
thing conclusive from a mili ta.ry point of view. " 
He thinks the Cambrai disa3ter has women the 
higher command up to the fact that it is folly to 
be unprepared. 
He says the Germans have been using considerable 
quantities of .~as shells with "rather disastrous 
results" . The 2nd Div. has already lost some 
thousands temporarily disabled. (Mo~tly mustard gas), 
Desc. effect of gas P. 130. 
He thinks the Gennans may be using mixed gases -
penetrating the ground and emitting fumes for 
many days . 'Ihe bulk of the men were gassed by 
passing over the ground which had been shelled a 
day or two before and it was not thought neces
sa:ry to wear a mask. 
He receives letters from the American Med. HQ 
thanking him for hi,-- notes on his splint and invi
ting him to visit 'the~ when he had time . 

Bomba:rdment - long expected German offensive starts . 
A great deal of gas used . Shelling. Sgt. Kimber
ley has lucky escape . 
German planes have been v . active "as theyalwan 
are when it really counts . " "Our air aervice 
seems lacking on important occasions ••• " 
Today "poor young Peacock" was killed. He had been 
CMM ' s ba'bnan recently, and had come unscathed 
through all the battles . 

On 22nd they received orders to fall back on the 
"Green Line' . Later instructions were received 
that serious cases would have to be left. 
21st & 16 Dive . also in retreat. Desc . retreat 
to camp beyond Ma:ricourt on 23rd. P. 132 
He says the 9th Div. has been the mainstay o.f the 
retreat "and that the SA troops • • have been ~ .. e 
most conspicuous . " 

Memorial service 
Deso . P. 129 

Cinema to graph 

S. A.Scottish cross 

Sisters find wood 
with aid of plan 

Leave/brother ' s 
wedding 

Haut Allanes 
:ijequests P. 129 
i4'r ~ virtKeAr . 

Fins I ~~ Ni rft. 
Defence work 

Different slant on 
ins true tions 

Gas shells 
(?nd Div) 

Effects P. 130 

Invitation from 
US Med.HQ 

Offensive starts 
Gas 

Enemy planes/com
ment Cf. our own 

Batman killed 

Bronfay Fann 

Retreat P. 132 

-
'l'rib . to 9th Di v . 
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"So far we have repelled every attack and have only 
had to fall back in confonni ty with the Divisions 
on our right and left." 

Here, on P.132, CMM tells of the SA Bde holding 
back the Bosch and being surrounded. ])aciding to 
fight to a finish Col.Reale called for fixed 
bayonets and led his men in a l ast s _d . Gen. 
Dawson was with the Bde. 11 •• it will go down in 
history that South Africans •• refused to fly before 
the enemy like the despicable divisions on our 
flanks . " 'lhe stand was made on the Boucnavesnes 
Clery Ridge at the Bois Marrieres . 
He goes on to say what he has always feared ••• that 
no longer have English troops any real gut. "Never 
have Scottish or Colonial troops given in like the 
English, and I feel v. little reliance can ever be 
placed in them again'' He continues in th~tfein, 
referring to "cowardice", and expresses him.,...very 
forcibly indeed; also referring to Press covering
up; descent into vituperation against enemy while 
not having an ounce of their esprit-de-corps . 
He consoles himself by reflecting that Englishmen 
who have gone abroad have sown the seeds of the 
"old stock" and maintained »lglish prestige. 
Finally he refers to colonial troops ready to die 
beside their homebourne (sic) cousins who have then 
deserted them. 

Continuedback to a huge aerodrome being built by 
Hanley (sic) Page, and being used by observer 
planes. Having put on pyjamas they were turned 
out to move on . 

Told to take over the line on the .Ancke (sic) 
valley, but subsequently had to fall back again. 

There is a lot of coming and going, and new 
orders . "'lhe progress of the Bosch seems cen
tred along the .Ancre . " 
Later. 'lhey are now at Raineville , on the way to 
refit . 'lheir losses are not so great, since men 
are rejoining them having become separated or cut 
off in the rapid retreat. 
He has read an account of the retreat in The Times 
of 26th " ••• fairly accurate, but of course talks 
in the most fulsome manner about the courage of our 
troops 11

• CMM says there have undoubtedly been 
brave stands, but far too large a proportion of co
wardice ••• entirely confined to English regiments . 
He says that "divisions like the 21st and 16th fled 
even before they were attacked , " and he refers to 
11 such vermin . " 

Div. pride 

Bray-Corbie Road 

Last stand of 
SA Bde. P. 132 

Anger with other 
Divs . 

Scathing re Eng
lish P. 132 

Strong condemna
tion P. 132 

Hennencourt Wood 

Tou tencourt 

F'rechecourt 

Raineville 

Rejoined by "lost" 
men 

"Times" article . 
Ori ticism. 

I < { (' 

G 1,vo,...{'d : C€... 

~trong language) 

Report on the part ,iaken by the S.A. Field Ambulance in th~ operation during 
the rece~t battle from 21st March~ 

12-20 March. Map.Ref. 57 C - 62 C More details during this period 

21 March. More details 

2~ March. II II 

23 ·larch . II " 
24 March u " 
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25 th March . ~ 
26th 
27th 

More details. 

Today Gen. Tudor who was our CRA has been given command of our Division 
and Gen. Blacklock who has only just been appointed to our Division has 
been given command of the 35th Division which is another of those who ran. 

6. 4.18 

10. 4 . 18 

Near here they will entrain for the North. He 
thinks everyone will be v . disappointed as "Belgium 
is the worst pa.rt of the front and everyone who 
goes there devoutly hopes never to do so again . " 

They entrained at Candas on 31st March in cattle 
trucks in which horses had peviously travelle~. 
Detrained at Abeele and marched to this camp. 
Orders to take over the forward area. 

'llley are now in the IX Corps . Took over from 3rd 
Australian FA. 'llley are in the cellars of a shat
tered house (ept dry by pumping, and fairly comfor
table thanks to their predecessors . 
He believes they are here to refit which can't be 
done out of the line as all divisions are required. 

Desc . of this "interesting" sector; aid posts here 
and at Spoilbank; canal; RAPS at Railway Trench; 
Hill 60 (now called "Hole 60") . P. 138 

News of another German push, Givenchy to Fleurbaik . 
He says their Iliv. is spread out over a huge front 
considering the condition they are in, but he knows 
they will give a good account 0£ themselves . "What 
happens elsewhere it is impossible to predict in 
view of the hopeless way in which all but a few di-
visions have recently behaved . " 
Shelling here . :Boche have taken Messines , and now 
attacking on something like a 60m front . 
Hequotes "interesting figures": divisions, dis
tances . He says the enemy have only been driven 
back at great cost, whereas we , in many cases , seem 
to have put up no resistance at all . He goes on to 
express his opinion again that our men are led 

:Bonneville 

Dislike of 
Belgium 

Seddon Camp 
(Vierstraat) 
Fil thy trucks 

Voormezeele Am 

Accommodation 

Re£itting 

Dase . sector P. 138 

"Hole 6011 1 - . 
German push. 

Faith in own 
Div. Pp , 138/9 

Di vs /distances 
P . 139 

Crit . of how are 
men are led . 

badly. He says there has been a v . careful selection SA officers care-
of officers in the SA Brigade; they know their men fully picked 
and a.re known by them . 
He says the Germans have new methods of attack; not 
now in "open order" but in small parties of 50 & less , 
in rushes ; preceded and followed by "specialist" 
groups . Instead of waiting for whole batteries to 
move up together , many field guns are taken up singly 
and get into action as quickly as the infantry advance . 

Enemy methods of 
advance 
P . 139 

'lllerefore almost impossible for our scattered forma- Advantages 
tions to shbot down the whole of a party before many 
had gained their objectives . 
If determined to hold a trench it can be done easily. 
He ci tea the SA as an example . 

Trench-holding P. 139 
( SA example) 
Determination re-

quired 
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12. 4 . 18 

14 . 4 . 19 

16. 4 . 18 

Account of German attack , and SA counterattack from 
Vulverghem , taking Messines again . P. 140 
Mostly walking cases a.re coming in. 

Arrival of an officer on m/cycle who told of confu
sion towards Steenwerk and troops streaming away -
no attempt at resistance . C!1M continues here to 
vent his feelings about the way in which the English 
troops are led . P. 140. 
He refers to a "most remarkable telegram" advising 
that 1st Aus . Div. (and 8th) , 1 Fr. Div. & cavalry will 
arrive tomorrow , and conunents "Colonials and French 
to the rescue once more . " "It is galling beyond 
measure ••••• 11 

He says that the 1500 SAs sustained 500 casualties in 
their splendid work oZ recapturing Messines Ridge . 
He continues about "the ~altering English troop,/' 
and what England owes to Scotland and the Colonials . 
He says it could only be a matter of weeks before 
Hindenberg ' s threat to "smash the British army" is 
carried out: " ••• a blow to our prestige which it 
will take an entire reformation of our 'morale ' to 
put right •••• " 

A captured German officer said their officers had 
been told to watch for our men leaving the trenches , 
and then attack . 'vlhere they saw some making off, 
although not' yet attacked , they advanced . 
He says things have been even worse further so~th , 
with di visions running away before the Boches could 
even get at them. 
He says we have shown ourselves on a par with the 
Italians . 
Conmenting on our "flying troops" an officer re
plies "flying from nothing. " No shelling or enemy, 
yet no thought of even looking for a position to 
take up . 
Here he reads of the 51st Div. ("the best of the 
Scottish") being rushed in and holding the Boche . 
"It only needs a few brave men to keep them easily 
in control" . 

Better news from the south . 
Account of the performance of the SA Div. P. 142 , 
Army Connnander has sent a message expressing hi s 
appreciation of the wonderful work of the 9th Div. 
Lists naJlle!3 of 3 men killed by a random shell at 
Sevencote when out of the line . 

Orders to withdraw at dusk . Heavy German bombai?d
ment . "The 21st Div. ran off again in Wytschaete 
Wood • ••• French troops have arrived and are going to 
help the weaklings on our right . " 
Tije Di v . has asked to stay on . He ref era to the 
spirit of the Scotch and S . A. troops - fighting hard 
since 21st March, but never a complaint - falling 
asleep while their wounds are dressed - Scots 
apiogising for being wounded and unable to help etc . 

17 . 4 . 18 Fr. have retaken W'ytschaeta. He again refers to the 
19th 21st Diva . which ran on being shelled. One 
of the SA Coy . Cdrs . "a great big burly fellow" met 
the Colonel of one of the "running" bttna , coming 

Attack & counter
attack P. 140 

Steenwerk confusion . 
Comment on leader

ship . 

"Colonials & Fr. 
to the rescue" 

P. 140 

SA casual ties/ 
Messines 

England ' s debt to 
allies . P. 140 

Blow to prestige 

Germans told to 
watch for re
treating :Brits • 

P. 141 

Divisions fleeing 
P. 141 

Comparison with 
Italians 

"Flying from 
nothing" P. 141 

51st Di v . C' be.Sot'' 

Account/SA Div. 
P. 142 

Message from Army 
Commandel:'. le ; 

Casualty names L~<Llff.l\co re J . 

21s t "weaklings" 
P . 143 

Attitude of SAs 
and Scots 

(tribute) P. 14 
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back at the head of his men saying they had been 
shelled out of their position. 'Ille SA captain took 
his revolver out and threatened to shoot him. 'lhe 
Colonel went back . CMM says "This illustrates what 
has been going on and how it could be remedied . " 
'lhe SAs went on and pushed the Gemans back . 

'lhey are now in reserve , and resting. 
This place was a COS, now being used as an MDS. 
lrn uncle wri tee to tell CMM that his brother, 
George , has been badly wounded in the abdomen by a 
shell splinter. 'lb.is must have happened about 
the 5th, after which G' s Adjutant wrote to the 
family , and this worries CMM. 

Armouncement from the Corps CoI!llllander. The C-in-C 
in conversation with him said it was mainly due to 
the stubborn resistance of the 9th Division that 
the army could now hold on to the present line . He 
also stated that General ibch fully appreciated 
what had been done by the 9th Division. 
'Illere is a great collection of ambulances here . The 
French organisation is different from ours , in that 
they have no stretcher- bearers . 'ftle work is done 
by ' brancardices ' who stay with their bttns; the 
ambulance foms dressing stations similar to ours, 
but are not concerned with transport of the wounded. 
CMM says this is more economical in the use of men. 
None but men who are unfitted for fighting are al
lowed in the "Service de SanM", "and a most 
curious lot they are" . 

A letter from his sister- in- law says George was 
wounded on 4th April . . 
He adds that General Haig, when speaking (above) 
said that if any Bde could be picked out from the 
Armies in France for mention for suecial gallantry 
and good work it would be the S . A. :Brigade . 

He is informed by his Uncle of f;eorge's death . 

Terrific bombardment. Action to and fro at 
Kemmel . Details P. 145 

French troops have been "rushed up" . CMM conunents 
"On the whole the French soldier is a much taller 
and finer looking man than ours ••• methods more 
like the J3urghers ••• much more individuality and 
initiative than ours , but paying little attention 
to cleanliness and orderliness . 
Commenting on one of the Fr . ambulances: " • •• some 

of their equipment is good , particularly a v . ser
viceable type of light tent , but they seem slow & 
inept in handling wounded , and rather lacking in 
system. 'Illey are being h3lped by American motor am
bulances which are all ibrds and look most 1.lllcom-
f ortable . '' 

Heavy bombardments . 

Explanation as to recent bombardment. P. 146 

SA comma.,,der 
threatens Colonel 

Brother badly 
WOtlllded 

Late notification 

C-in-C compliments 
9th .Div. 

Fr . scheme for 
wounded ''better" 

(P. 144) 

Gen . Haig/SA Bde. 

Brother dead 

Action at 
Kemmel , P. 145 

Desc . of Fr. soldiers 
P. 145 

Fr. ambulances 

US ambulances 

Camped nr. Wa tou 
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11.5. 18 

16. 5.18 

22. 5. 18 

28 . 5. 18 

Copy of message from Sir D. Haig in appreciation 
of the gallantry displayed by the 9th Div. 
'lhey are now at the site of No . 62 CCS once 
called "Bandachem" . 'lhe reason for this was that 
there are a number of villages ending in "chem" 
and 3 CCSs established close together called 
themselves respectively Bandachem and Mendichem 
for surgical cases, while the place for medicals 
was Dosin~hem. 
He now explains the attack (a double one) by the 
Boche on 29th, repulsed by Belgians : " ••• shown 
themselves to be of better stuff than they were 
usually credited. 11 

"Capt. "1. Smith of our ambulance has been awarded 
an M. C. for his really splendid work with the SA 
Brigade . " Gives circumstances . 

Batt . still in the line; suffered 120 casualties 
in last few days. 
'lhis is a 11deligntful"fa.rm - prosperous - devoted 
principally to horse breeding; the Boulonna.is 
breed, like the Percheron but lighter in the limb 
and shorter in the body, dash of .Arab blood. 
'lll.ey are getting butter, fresh milk & eggs here . 

More officers have reported for duty and CNM says 
he is now free to return to the base " • . rather a 
wrench to come away, but on the whole I shall be 
glad to get a respite from the ceaseless move
ment of front line life ." 

CMM receives letter from OC 44th FA giving medi
cal de-bails of h .a brother ' s death. There was no 
clergyman at the post to bury him, and his body 
was handed over to a FA of the 3rd Cavalry Jli. v. 

Orders received by CMM on 11th. Drove to Abbe
ville on 12th. Hospital being kept empty at pre
sent. CMM has charge of pre-operation wards; he 
is swotting up "shock'' and "blood transfusions" . 

He hears from the AIMS, 3rd Cavalry Div. George 
was buried on April 5 th in the churchyard at 
Aubigny. The padre who buried him has sent a map 
reference & diagram (given here) . He says it was 
7th Cavalry Bde which took over from 44th FA, and 
gives the padre's name . CMM is having a cross ma.de . 

He succeeded at last in visiting George ' s grave . 
He is helped by Maj .Kindersley of the '11G ser-
vice , and through him by Maj . Wilson & Capt.Fraser 
of the Graves Reg. Commission. Maj . Goodwin drives 
CMM to Aubigny and leaves him for half an hour 
while he places the cross on the grave . Deso. the 
cross , made by 2 Privates (named) , of oak . He 
encloses plan showing site of grave . 'lhe men who 
made it "took the greatest pride ••• and they have 
now nearly finished an exact model of it about 9" 
high" . 

3/ 
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Explanation of 
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Attack on 29th 
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Belgian troops 
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2.9.18 

29.9 . 18 
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He describes the church at Aubigny, and its surround
ings. Despite the guns "the scene was a peaceful one 
• • • thankful to think of ' ·eorge lying there in that 
quiet little village churchyard instead of one or 
other of the huge cemeteries now so common along the 
line." 
He says the oaken cross stands at the head of the 
grave while the official one of the GRC is placed at 
the foot, so that the grave is doubl,- marked in the 
event of heavy shelling later on. 
Gothas' raid does more damage. 300 horses & mules 
killed. Bomb fell in No . 2 General , 

Ref, to Ge:rman Paris offensive P. 149 
More damage by Go thas, 

He lists n a~ 1es in the Birthday Honours . He has got 
a DSO, 
Getting some trout fishing. (Details) 

Refers to Ge:rman attack between Noyon & Montdidier. 

Mentions the influenza epidemic which "so depleted 
the Divisions that the attack had to be postponed". 

Ref. to "Monaghan" last seen n March 24th; died in 
POW camp. Ref. to "Liebson" prooably killed on March 
22nd. 

News of another German offensive. 

Above has been resisted: "the most successful re
pulse the Allies have succeeded in making since they 
began." 
Pring+e visits and brings news of 2 officers killed 
by a bomb while at lunch in the mess . 

Comments on Handley Page aircraft flying over: "the 
biggest and best of our bombing machines." 

CMM retums from leave . While at home he visited the 
War Office in connec:tion with the arm splint he de
signed, and which is now to be universally adopted in 
the Army ( the US army). 
His hospital is now v , full . 

CMM left No . 1 General on 15th, In London he dis
cussed with Col, Stock"matters requiring readjust
ment in the S.AMC units in Europe . " He is now at 
Bordon, while living here . Bordon is the SA Dis-
charge Depot for every SA man. 

He quotes from a letter received on Xmas Day from his 
brother's batman,;elling CMM exactly what happenedi 
"shelling was the worst I have seen •••• del~ was the 
cause of his death ••• '' He pays tribute, and quotes 
brother's last words . P.152. {Gunner Kite - details) . 
"But for my wife I would not mind." 
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Reinforcements 

NOTES OF THE APPLICATION OF THOMAS' SPLINTS, EMPWYING THE MJNIMUM 
OF ACCESSORIES 

'11homas Knee Splint 

'lhomas Hinged Arm Splint 
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