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CRISIS CONTINUED

Widespread 
Digs Shortage

Yacht for London?
NEWS STAFF

Y HE crisis in student accommodation, it 
would appear, is not restricted to Leeds. 

Reports from many colleges and Universities 
throughout the country speak of increased 
difficulty in finding digs and flats. Lodgings 
offices in most Universities are so hard 
pressed that they have had to find many new 
landladies during the first week of term.

Leeds, as one of the larg­
est University towns, has 
been amongst the worst hit 
areas, but at Sheffield two 
hundred students were 
without rooms last week, 
and in Southampton the 
position was hardly better.
In London it has been sug­
gested that a yacht moored 
on the Thames be used to 
house some of the many 
students without lodgings.

In Leeds there is a general 
feeling amongst students that 
inflated prices are being charged 
for rooms and flats. One overseas 
student was charged £5 per week 
for bed and breakfast before 
term started although he is now 
paying £4 per week for full board, 
the standard price for women’s 
lodgings.

How many will have a roof over their head?

CHANGE IN 
REFECTORY SERVICE

rpH E change from the a-la-carte menu which was in service in
Refec. last session, to the present table d’hote system, has

meant amongst other things a reduction in prices. It has also \iad
the result that instead of being able to choose from a variety of
foods (all differently priced) the students eating in Refec. are now
restricted to a limited number of set meals.

W hether the system stays or not is 
up to the students however, for 
Catering Manager, Mr. Greenhalgh, 
is prepared to revert to the old system 
should students urge Executive to 
such a move. Paula O’Neill, Catering 
Secretary, pointed out however, that 
if the old system is brought back, 
then prices will automatically go up, 
and urged that students bear this in 
mind when contemplating any com­
plaints.

course with a separate charge for 
soup or sweets.

This week so far he has not been 
able to tell if the experiment has been 
a success or not and told a reporter 
that it will be a month before the 
results can really be assessed.

RISING COSTS
The reason for the change was that 

last year the cost price of meials rose 
significantly and this was not only due 
to increasing m arket prices or labour

costs but to “ those people who came 
into Refec. for a meal of cheese and 
biscuits.” Because of those only want­
ing small snacks much of the pre­
pared food was left over and had to 
be thrown away. Mr. Greenhalgh is 
quite sure that under the present 
system he can prevent much of this 
wasltage and is also confident that 
should the system be retained he will 
be able to reduce the num ber of staff. 
He pointed out that the Catering 
Dept, did not need to make a profit 
but merely cover costs if possible.

On Wednesday he introduced yet 
another change which was to set a 
minimum price of l/8d. for the main
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Stronger Action
The situation is obviously very 

critical and with increasing numbers 
of students each year it is going to 
become even worse unless immediate 
steps are taken to find more and 
better accommodation. Since the 
predicament is not peculiar to Leeds 
alone but to many of the large 
University towns it would seem that 
Government action and not only 
University measures is necessary.

A common argument amongst 
landladies is that during the long 
vacation rooms are often unoccupied 
for nearly three months. Some land­
ladies have gone so far as to suggest 
that students go home for the week­
end. In answer to the article in Tues­
day’s Yorkshire Evening Post

concerning lodgings. Union President 
M acarthur rem arked that he regretted 
that landladies should be so pre­
occupied with making large profits.

No Comment
When asked for her reaction to the 

call to withhold the 7/6d. administra­
tion fee, Miss Abell replied “ W hat is 
the phrase? Oh yes, no comment.”

She denied that additional staff 
might help the Lodgings Office during 
their busiest weeks, and was critical 
o f the non-cooperation of many stu­
dents who do no t reply prom ptly to 
letters concerning lodgings.

She suggested that a solution to 
one problem—that of students who 
are uncertain whether they will be 
returning because of examinations to 
be retaken—was for such students to 
book accommodation and then cancel 
ilt if they did not return. If a land­
lady insisted on a retaining fee, 
whether they were returning or not, 
they should find somewhere else.

None of the small num ber o f stu­
dents who had paid their lodgings bill 
by Wednesday afternoon had witheld 
their administration fee. Alan 
Andrews said that this did no t disap­
point him, since his proposal affected 
only a small num ber of students any­
way, but he hoped that all such stu­
dents would deduct the 7/6. The 
proposal, he said, was certainly not 
merely a gesture.

Red Square
Demonstratron
A PARTY of twenty “Ban the 

Bomb” marchers, including a 
London medical student, were, on 
Tuesday morning, given official per­
mission to demonstrate, in Red 
Square, Moscow.

This will be the first demonstra­
tion of its type to be held in Red 
Square. On Monday, they had demon­
strated outside a Soviet army barracks, 
on the outskirts of the city. They 
distributed explanatory leaflets to the 
soldiers. The march originally started 
in San Francisco.

HARDY’S
Official outfitters to Leeds University Union 
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EDITORIAL

FEES BOYCOTT APPROVED
Union News Reporter

TOURING Private Members’ 
Business at Sunday’s 

Freshers’ debate, the motion was 
put that students who had 
received little or no assistance 
from wardens in finding accom­
modation should withhold their 
terminal 7/6 Lodgings Office fee. 
It was carried by an almost un­
animous vote of over 700 
students.

This 7/6supposedly goes towards 
the cost of issuing the fortnightly 
cheques to landladies and to the 
salaries of the office staff itself. 
Regarded as a sole factor, it is 
difficult to see why the adminis­
trative cost of this office should 
be borne by the student, whilst 
those of the Fees Office, Bursar’s 
Office, etc., are not.

However, it is merely one of 
the many irksome features of the 
lodgings system of this Univer­
sity, which has in recent years 
come more and more under 
criticism. It now threatens to 
present an ever-more acute prob­
lem as the number of students 
continues to grow.

Many students have, this year 
especially, received very little help 
from the Lodgings Warden in 
finding accommodation. Others 
have found the addresses given 
them so unsatisfactory that they 
have found digs for themselves. 
The students naturally do not
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feel inclined to pay 7/6 to the 
Lodgings Office for “services ren­
dered”. The only service that the 
Lodgings Warden is called upon 
to perform in this case is that of 
Visiting the accommodation 
found by the student and approv­
ing it, the cost of transport en 
route being met from the student’s 
contribution.

Thus, as regards actual assist­
ance in finding lodgings, many 
students do seem to have a real 
cause for complaint about the 7/6 
fee. With regard to administrative 
costs, however, the situation is 
somewhat different; and the ques­
tion arises of whether the system 
of payment to landladies through 
the University is both necessary 
and desirable. This system causes 
a great deal of unnecessary ad­
ministrative work for the Univer­
sity. However, it does provide a 
guarantee of payment to the land­
ladies, many of whom, from 
recent reports in the local press, 
seem to think that students have 
little to do with their money but 
to drink it or smoke it.

The most satisfactory solution 
would seemingly be to retain the 
present system, but to transfer 
the surely not exhorbitant cost 
of issuing the fortnightly cheques 
from the student to the Univer­
sity.

T ATL ER
B O A R  L A N E

YORKSHIRE’S LEADING  
CO NTINENTAL CINEMA

Commencing Sunday, 8th Oct.

Ingmar Bergman's
1961 AW ARD W IN N E R

THE VIRGIN 
SPRING .

(Screen play on sale at the cinema)

CHARLES VANEL  
MICHAEL PICCOLI

TRAP FOR A 
KILLER ®

A motion, calling on all those who 
have received no help from the 
Wardens of Men and Women Students 
in Lodgings to withold the termly 
7/6d. normally paid to those wardens, 
was carried by an overwhelming 
majority in Private Business at the 
Freshers’ Debate.

The motion was proposed by Alan 
Andrews, seconded by Malcolm 
Totten, and supported by Education 
and Welfare Secretary Irene Mill ward 
and Union President Brian Mac- 
ailthur. Speakers pointed out that, 
though Miss Abell had addressed 
them as “chicken,” “ducks,” “poppet” 
and “nibbit,” she, had not assisted 
their search for adequate accommoda­
tion. Brian MacArt'hur appealed to 
all students paying £4-10-0 or £5 for 
accommodation (to see him so that 
such extortion could be taken up wiitih 
the authorities. Irene Millward sup­
ported the motion “because,” she 
said, “this is something you can do.” 
One dissentient was Miss Penelope 
Turton-H art (Union Committee) who 
said thait Mrs. Sledge was only part-

First Speaker 
for European Soc.

LABOUR M.P. Roy Jenkins is to 
visit the union on October 12th. 

He will open the first meeting of a 
new union organisation, European 
Society. Formed following a seminar 
of people from universities all over 
Britain, the society’s first aim is to 
function as a centre of information 
on all aspects of European move­
ment.

To this end, it has organised an 
exhibition to be held in the univer­
sity from October 10th to 12th. The 
society hopes to show something of 
the work of the many organisations 
at present working in Europe.

Soon alter Roy Jenkins’ visdt, Tory 
M.P. and former miler Chris Chata- 
way will be attending the society. 
He will be followed by Christopher 
Hollis.

Whilst the Common M arket is 
naturally one of European Society’s 
interests, it is not the only one. The 
society will try to inform students on 
the political, economic, sociological 
and cultural movements of Europe as 
a whole.

Negotiations are under way, in 
collaboration with the Foundation 
Europcene de la Culture (Amster­
dam), for an exhibition of the work 
of young European artists. This 
exhibition too would be held in the 
university.

The society also hopes to organise 
talks by members of the .university 
staff on specialised subjects.

Special Visits 
by Old Vic

SO great was the demand for seats 
liaslt year when the Old Vic 

players visited the N orth that this 
year they are to make two special 
visits.

The last time they visited Leeds 
many applicants had to be turned 
away. To compensate somewhat for 
a possible recurrence of this, the 
group is to make two special visits in 
addition to their ordinary programme.

The extra production will be 
“Twelfth N ight” and “Mourning 
becomes Electra.”

The theatre is regarding the addi­
tional programme as something of an 
experiment. Should results prove satis­
factory there may well be larger visits 
in future years say the Old Vic.

At Monday night’s performance for 
Romeo and Juliet, more pro­
grammes were sold at the Grand 
than have ever been sold before. 
Patrons even asked for programmes 
after the play had ended. The printers 
have received emergency orders for 
more copies.

Beer!

TETLEY
L e a d s

The BREWERY LEEDS 10

time, was very busy and sometimes 
found her job impossible.

Interviewed by Union News, Alan 
Andrews said: “The charging of a fee 
to students who receive no help from 
the lodgings wardens is simply ex­
ploitation. I am asking our members 
to refuse to be exploited, by withold- 
ing their 7/6d. and explaining why 
they are doing this.” Asked if he did 
not think there was a case for a 
general boycott in view of the overall 
accommodation situation, Mr. 
Andrews replied: “Yes, there certainly 
is a case. But we should hear from 
the Vice-Chancellor’s committee 
fairly soon and I hope this is going 
to result in a real improvement. The 
committee has been meeting over the 
last six months so they ought to come 
up with something. We ought to wait 
a little longer so that we can see what 
they have to say.”

Labour Soc. 
by fa r the Largest

M  ATION-WIDE public opinion 
polls have shown that today the 

Conservative Government enjoys less 
popularity than at any time in the last 
ten years. This is being reflected in 
the numbers joining the various 
political societies o f the Union, and 
it is obvious from these that Con­
servative stock is hitting an all-time 
low.

By Monday evening the Conserva­
tives had gained only 34 members, 
while the Labour Society could boast 
of three times this total, and even the 
Communist Society were only slightly 
behind with 29 members. Although 
the Conservative total will certainly 
show an increase during the next few 
days, it is not likely to compete with 
that of ifche halcyon days of the Asso­
ciation When Bateman and Eastham 
took the chair and the total member­
ship was often as high as 150.

Mr. Fred Kidd, the Chairman of 
the Conservative Association, did not 
at first seem to be aware of the 
serious postillion, and remarked that 
the Association had never been more 
flourishing at any time in its existence, 

i  He admitted that the Association 
had its troubles, which included the 
resignation of the Secretary, but con­
sidered that the Session’s well- 
balanced programme of M.P.’s and 
Coffee Parties would make up for 
other difficulties. Mr. Kidd stressed 
that the Conservative voice would 
still be heard in Debates. He attri­
buted the large membership of Left- 
Wing groups to what he called 
“ twisted Ithinking,” and the unpopu­
larity of his own Parity to the G overn­
ment’s failure to take stronger 
measures against members of the 
C.N.D.

FILMS SHOWING THIS WEEK
A.B.C. Two Women* Sophia Loren, 

Vittoria de Sica.
GAUMONT Doctor In Love and 

Thirty Nine Steps.
MAJESTIC Guns of Naverone 

Gregory Peck..
PLAZA The Trapp Family.
ODEON Goodbye Again

Ingrid Bergman, Anthony Perkins.
TATLER Ballad of a Soldier*

Murder A La Carte.
TOWER N ot as a Stranger (Robert 

Mitchum) and The Hound of 
The Baskervilles.

Five Actors and 
their Melodrama

by Vivienne C. Welburn

THEATRE GROUP started the new 
session well from the point of 

view of audience participation with 
their Freshers’ Conference play 
“ Three Actors and Their Play ” by 
Michel de Ghelderode. The dramatic 
merit of the work however is more 
doubtful.

The play is constructed in three 
parts .a prologue and epilogue and 
the “play” itself is obvious melo­
drama and was correctly produced as 
such by Frank Cox. The audience 
however made no differentiation and 
seemed intent on reading double 
meanings into everything though one 
can scarcely blam e them with such 
profundities as “Can we find the cour­
age to live?” being thrown across the 
footlights.

The theme of the  play—nor what 
little one could gather amidst the 
paper darts and the like — was 
Pirandellian—the play within a play 
convention used to indicate the inter­
locking o f fantasy and reality. It 
seemed to be confused however and 
dangled precariously between the 
farcial and the tragic. The result in 
production was melodrama with full 
audience participation. I would not 
condemn this. The profundity of the 
play was not such as to make it 
blasphemous and one had the rare 
theatrical experience of audience and 
actors being a t one and both 
thoroughly enjoying it.

The acting, if it can be called such, 
was good with a magnificent tongue- 
in-the-cheek performance by Mike 
Mayfield and sample specimens of the 
Grand Manner from Sandra Wood 
and Stuart Hagger. Ray Crossley, un­
ruffled as ever, made a natural 
prompter.

The set was familiar to those con­
versant with the underground regions 
of the Riley-Smith. but fitted well into 
the atmosphere of riotous gaity, being 
simple and unorganized.

It is always difficult to choose a 
play for the Freshers’ Conference and 
to my mind this production was not 
a particularly good representative of 
Theatre G roup’s work They are a 
serious, hard working group o f people 
who dedicate all the time and energy 
they can afford to their theatrical 
work. I hope tha t (many people will 
attend future productions and partici­
pate as fully in dramatic experience 
as this weekend they did in a melo­
dramatic one.

W H I T E H E A D
164 Woodhouse Lane

(opposite University)

★ CIGARS

★ TOBACCO
★ CIGARETTES

FA N C Y G O O D S  

GIFTS

A CAREER IN THE SERVICE 
OF CHILDREN

THE CHILD CARE SERVICE offers careers for men and women in 
social work which are satisfying and worth while.

CHILD CARE OFFICERS play an important part in the care of 
the many thousands of children and young people who, for various 
reasons, cannot live in their own homes. Most child care officers are 
employed in the Children’s Departments of local authorities; they 
consider applications for children to be received into care and arrange 
for them to be boarded out with foster parents or cared for in 
children's homes. They also help parents who have difficulty in looking 
after their children and try to keep families together or to reunite 
them so that the children can return home.

TRAINING  COURSES are provided at a number of universities, 
including general courses in social casework and special courses in 
child care. Candidates for the one year courses beginning in October 
each year must have university qualifications in social science. There 
are also somewhat longer courses specially designed for graduates in 
subjects other than social science. More applications from men would 
be welcomed.

GRANTS are available during training.
SALARY on appointment by a local authority after training rises 

to £975 per annum. There are opportunities for promotion to more 
senior posts.

W RITE TO: The Central Training Council in Child Care (G 2), 
Home Office, Horseferry House, Thorney Street, London, S.W .l.

Film news will be back next week.

At the ESQUIRE CLUB:
JAZZ ON THE FRINGE

Saturday October 7th
DON RENDELL QUARTETTE

8.00 —  12.00 p.m.
Sunday, October 8th

JOE HARRIOTT QUINTETTE
8.00 —  12.00 p.m.

Saturday, October 14th
RONNIE SCOTT CIRCUIT GROUP

8.00 —  12.00 p.m.
Sunday, October 15th

“LIVE NEW DEPARTURES”
2.00 —  5.00 p.m. 

jazz & Poetry from Edinburgh Festival and The Festival Hall
DICK HECKST ALL-SMITH —  BOBBY HIRST QUINTETTE

8.00 —  12.00 p.m.
Tuesday, October 10th

TRAD BAND BALL
MECCA BALLROOM —  8.00 —  1.00 a.m.

ED O ’DONNELL CASEY’S H O T 7 DICK W R IG H T
BAR TILL 12

ESQUIRE CLUB, 49 Hunslet Lane, Leeds 10 J
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PERSONAL

Forrest and Eastwood
Attacked

O I R ,— Mr. Forrest (St. John), just 
^  what is the m atter with Caf that 
you should sneer at it whan address­
ing the Freshers? Okay, it isn’t pretty 
to look at; so what? Many people 
use it, and they all care about this 
Union just as much (if not more) 
than you do. It just so happens that 
they aren 't interested in the least 
with narrow-minded social-climbing 
and power-seeking prestige. Since 
even Christ visited the Republicans 
and Sinners, perhaps St. John (F) 
could pop his nose in Oaf occa­
sionally.

Mr. D. G. F. Easitwood. Sir. Con­
gratulations on your funny speeches, 
but why do you dress in a long black 
gown? Traditionalism and Oxbrdige 
aping may be deep-rooted in the

| Vulgar
SIR, I really must protest at your 

continued policy of printing in 
full detail the vulgar outbursts of 
some of the members of the Union. 
Your caption under the photograph 
of Mr. Bull in last week’s Union 
News verged on the blasphemous, and 
it seemed most unnecessary that you 
should print it. I am not so naive as 
to imagine that such language is not 
in common use among a large num ­
ber of people, but nevertheless I 
deprecate most strongly the publicity 
that you give it.

Yours faithfully, 
A NTHO NY  C. BETTS.

University Senate, but I thought the 
Union didn’t respect this relic o f 
snobbery.

Macmillan says, “England has a 
classless society”; it seems he cannot 
say this of our Union. It looks like 
the Festerers of Caf against that lot 
upstairs.

Yours in the struggle against them.
Cat' et Eria.

(Name and address supplied).

% Shown this letter, Martin 
Forrest and David Eastwood had no 
comment.

Letters to the Editor” is a regu­
lar feature in Union News. All 
letters for publication should be 
posted to The Editor, Union News, 
Leeds University Union, Leeds 2, 
or handed in at Union News 
office to reach the Editor no later 
than 9 a.m. of the Monday before 
publication day.

The Editor reserves the right to 
select letters fo rpublication.

You can advertise here fo r only 2d. a 
word. Copy to Union News office with 
payment. Thin rule box, l/6d. Box 
num ber 1/-.

LABOUR SOC. Return of “Paths of 
G lory”, M onday, 7.30 p.m. R.S.H.

D E G R E E , new winter-universilties 
current affairs magazine. needs 
writers, contributors and sellers. 25 % 
commission to agents, but impossible 
to pay contributors. Write 42 Wend- 
over court, Finchley Road, London, 
N.W.2.

MATCHLESS 350 cc motor-cycle for 
sale, rather old. Start haggling at £4. 
Apply G. Walsh, through m en’s 
pigeon-holes. Two attractive freshers seem bewildered by their sur-roundings as they study a map of the Union grounds

Text Books and Stationery
opposite The Parkinson Building opposite Leeds General Infirmary

For Students in the Faculties of For Students of

ARTS - SCIENCE and TECHNOLOGY MEDICINE - DENTISTRY and NURSING

AUSTICK’S BOOKSHOPS
"SITUATED TO SERVE"

AND

E LANE TELEPHONE NUMBERS

STREET 32446 GT. GEORGE STREET

32446 WOODHOUSE LANE

STREET 22623 COOKRIDGE STREET
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The Rise and Fall ol
the Old Vic

W I T H  the arrival! at the Grand Theatre this week of the Old Vic 
company, the question arises once again of the serious decline 

in dramatic standards which this internationally-renowned company 
has suffered during recent years.

Those who remember their tour 
production of Macbeth, which visited 
Leeds last November, will agree that 
while it may well have entertained the 
many school-children in the audience, 
as an animated version of a well-worn 
set book, it could hardly be described 
as anything more than a cheap and un­
inspired run-through of the play, 
spiced with the star names of Bar­
bara Jefford and Paul Rogers as a sop 
for the dramatically-undernourished 
provinces.

Costumes were extraordinary in 
their variety of period and style, while 
many of the performances, including 
those of the two leads, were conceived 
on a level of the minimum am ount of 
exertion necessary to impress what 
they presumably considered to be an 
undiscerning provincial public. The 
production was smooth and slick, but 
lacking in any real conception of the 
play, and, sad to say, this performance 
was only typical of the usual offerings 
in recent years from the W aterloo 
Road.. Paul Rogers and Barbara jefford in a scene from last year’s

their production of Henry IV Part I, 
with Richardson’s definitive Falstaff 
and Olivier’s memorably fiery H otspur 
-—all those memories contrast sadly 
with current standards in this theatre.

Even with the instigation in 1953 of 
the five-year Folio plan, in which all 
the plays in the First Folio of Shake­
speare were to be performed within a 
specified time, the productions were of 
an appreciably higher standard than 
those of recent years. Such names as 
John Nevme. Barbara Jefford, Claire 
Bloom and Robert Helpmann gave a 
quality to the performances which is 
sadly lacking today. Above all, the 
unifying influence of the Plan meant 
that a steady stream of established anc 
more-than-competent a c t o r s  and 
actresses succeeded in maintaining the 
standards of the previous decade.

Change

‘Macbeth”

H is to ry
Let us consider for a moment the 

recent history of the Old Vic theatre,

Vic rightly rejoiced in its yet current 
reputation as a m ajor theatrical com­
pany of international stature. During 
those years such actors as Laughton. 
Richardson, Olivier and Gielgud

tracing its decline from the, brighter headed a succession of companies 
times between 1945 and 1948 when the which often outclassed those of the

Stratford M emorial Theatre of the 
same period. Laughton’s performance 
as Henry VIII, Prospero and Bottom, 
Gielgud’s immortal Hamlet and out­
standing Richard II. and in particular 
the fabulous reign of Richardson and 
Olivier, which reached its climax in

The change came in 1959 with the 
successful completion of the: Plan on 
a trium phant note, with a glittering 
production of Henry VIII with Harry 
Andrews as the King, John Gielgud 
as Wolsey, and Edith Evans as Queen 
Katherine. The Vic, for years com­
fortably, steadily and indeed commen- 
dably working through the works Oi 
Shakespeare ,was faced with thv 
exciting possibilities of a branching 
out process. To have succeeded, it 
should have maintained the same sense 
of purpose which had carried it sc 
successfully through the Folio Plan 
but this was not to be in evidence

Haphazard excursions into the 
realms of Shaw, Shelley and Resto­
ration Comedy had an adverse effect 
on the structure of the company, and 
the result was a falling-off of acting 
and production standards. Paul Dane- 
man saved them from obscurity in the 
1959-60 season with his Sir Toby 
Belch, the Fool in King Lear, anG 
several other fine performances. But 
the decline was precipitated by his 
departure nearly two years ago, and 
since then the company has relied on 
occasional good performances from 
Alec McCowen and the ever-faithful 
Barbara Jefford, together with the 
promise of two younger members who 
created the title roles in the original 
production of Romeo and Juliet, to be 
seen in Leeds this week—John Stride 
and Judi Dench.

My Bank?
THE

M I D L A N D
OF COURSE!

It’s no coincidence that many students choose the Midland; young people with forward-looking 
ideas like to deal with a forward-looking and go-ahead bank. Once you open an account with us 
you’ll wonder how you ever managed without it. The cheques you receive are so much more 
easily dealt with. The bills you pay can be paid by cheque. And you may even find at the end of 
Term that you have actually saved something! Why not call at your local branch and see us 
about it ? Our staff there will be happy to explain how the Midland Bank can help you.

Midland Bank-

Optimism
It may seem unwise to insist on the 

appearance of established stars in the 
Old Vic company, but in fact without 
a hard core of these names the Vic 
has proved itself unable to meet the 
requirements of being London’s lead­
ing classical theatre, and has thus 
found itself replaced by the Aldwych 
Stratford repe.tory.

The one note of optimism in this 
otherwise pessimistic story is struck 
by the productiin mentioned above. 
Franco Zeffirelli’s Romeo and Juliet, 
for this is a production of an out­
standing kind, and merits the attention 
it has had lavished upon it. Some may 
feel that Zeffirelli has not conceived 
the play in a sufficiently Shakespearean 
way, so that the last act does not fit 
with the rest of the production, but 
but no-one can deny that a produc­
tion with its vigour, organisation and 
sheer theatricality is the answer to the 
Old Vic’s urgent problem: that only 
by employing exceptional producers or 
really first-rate actors can the stand­
ards of the theatre be revived to the 
immediately post-war level.

I CONFERENCE 9
g IMPRESSION 9:: ■■ 
::

by A Fresher
j y j Y  impressions of Freshers’ Con­

ference have been varied. Some 
are good—as the Union Debate Sun­
day night—and some are bad— as run­
ning back from a Faculty Dinner in 
the rain without a raincoat or 
umbrella.
_ As an overseas student, my 
Freshers’ Conference started Thurs­
day, when an orientation programme 
.or overseas students started. The 
alks were concerned, naturally, with 

the difficulties involved in being a 
foreigner with an alien native tongue. 
Having been in England for three 
weeks already, 1 was—and am—fully 
lware of tne difficulties involved in 
-ommumication. W hatever you may 
:hink to the contrary-—American is 
Jefinitely a foreign tongue. Thanks to 
Dr. Still on Friday morning the my- 
■teries o f socialized medicine were 
partially cleared up. •

One piece of advice to the freshers 
■oming after me—don’t leave home 
before all registration blanks have 
>een received. This can result in 
:haos. 1 know! I never did find my 
?rcup, and ended up at the General 
Sciences Faculty Dinner. Tea-time on 
^riday was a welcome relief to sit 
lown and try to think and organize 
ny thoughts on the addresses I had 
leard and the first real Englishman 
1 had met. I must confess tha t having 
already been a first-year student in 
America, and having already been 
given the words of warning on work 
and play, my main interest has been 
the people I have met.

FRANK TALKS
A free Saturday afternoon the 

morning’s interesting and in places 
rather frank talks and the Freshers’ 
Hop that night provided more time 
to meet the people I shall be living 
wit hin Hall and the people I shall 
be in classes with this year.

For me. besides meeting the people 
1 shall be associated with this year, 
the high point of the organized en­
tertainment was the Union Debate on 
Sunday night. Once or twice I found 
myself verbally slashed to ribbons, 
but the debate was extremely witty 
and very well executed. I hope they 
will have other similar debates throug- 
out the year.

A Freshers’ Conference is designed 
to introduce the newcomer to a uni­
versity, to the people, organisation, 
and the customs of the particular 
university. Where the emphasis is 
placed in this conference depends on 
the aims o f the university. And what 
is got from the conference de­
pends on the fresher’s ideas of what a 
university is for. To me a university is 
an experience in life, while it is at the 
same time a preparation for life. The 
courses we follow and study and 
team about are certainly im portant 
in our future lives. But what we b a rn  
of life outside of books is sometimes 
even more valuable in determining 
our future success in life. This 
“course” is based on people and 
learning to get along with them.

Here I am glad for a Freshers’ 
Conference where we can get 
acquainted before classes start and we 
go into hibernation to study our res­
pective courses. __________

Carlton
Carlton Hill, Leeds 2

Circle 2 /~  Stalls 1/6
Bus Nos 1, 30, 33, 36, 56 

to Fenton Street Stop

Sunday, Oct. 8th 
Victor Mature, Yvonne De Carlo 

TIMBUKTU © 
also THE GREAT VAN ROBBERY®

Monday, Oct. 9th For 3 days
RICHARD TO D D  

LAURENCE HARVEY in

THE LONG & THE 
SHORT & THE TALL ®

I PASSED FOR W H ITE  ®

Thursday, Oct. 12th For 3
TROY D O N A H U E  
C O N N IE  STEVENS

PARRISH ®
Colour

also George Montgomery 
THE STEEL C LAW  ®

days

Cottage Road ■
Heeadingley, Leeds 6 g

Circle 2 /6  Stalls 1/9

1 

i

f  m m  AT YOUR LOCAL CINEMAS B
I  

I  

I  

I  

I  

I

I  

I  

I  

I  

I  

1  

I

Bus Nos. 1, 30, 33, 36 to 
Headingley Depot Stop

Sunday, Oct. 8th
Mitzi Gaynor, Gene Kelly 
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YOUR VOICE A T  COUNCIL
The Function of N.U.S.

]^OVEMBER 17th. This is the date of the 1961 November 
Council of the National Union of Students. The Union has in 

its membership 100 Universities and University Colleges, 107 Train­
ing Colleges, all the Colieges of Advance Technology, 18 Regional 
Colleges, 40 Area Technical Colleges and many colleges of physical 
education, art, drama, agriculture, music and adult education.

The Union accepts into membership those colleges which have 
a self-governing student body, and the majority of whose students 
are pursuing courses of not less than one year’s full-time study, the 
entrance standard of which is not less than 5 subjects at Ordinary

and observers from constituent Colleges.

This Union, as one of the 
largest constituent members, will 
be sending 11 people to Margate 
and these people will be your 
representatives. They will attempt 
to make your views known on the 
many and various motions on the 
agenda.

But do you know who these people 
are and how they are elected? 
N ominations come before a meeting 
of the N.U.S. sub-committee and are 
ratified by Union Committee. N.U.S. 
sub-committee also proposes motions 
to be put forward and it is at this 
point that one realises that it is 
seldom that a motion is presented for 
consideration by an ordinary Union 
member.

Regrettable
This is indeed regrettable but it is 

to be hoped that some are forthcom ­
ing this year, for the motions pro­
posed, if passed or rejected are not 
just a  statement of concern expressed 
at a national level but they affect 
very directly, every local union and 
constituent organisation.

A glance through the N.U.S. 
Policy Statement makes interesting 
and informative reading and I would 
like to include some motions taken 
directly from this document because 
they concern us all as students.

“Council welcomes the steps taken 
by the Ministry of Education towards 
the implementation of the Anderson 
Committee Report. Council regrets 
however the failure to abolish the 
means test and calls on the Minister 
to re-consider this decision at an 
early date and calls upon all Unions 
to continue to press for such recon­
sideration.”

Last November Leeds took part in 
the Student's G rants Week organised 
by the N ational Union and we gained 
considerable support for our “abolition 
of the means test” demand. We are 
continuing the war with the Ministry 
again this year and it will continue 
until each and every student is given 
the maximum grant. This country is
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IN LOCO 
P A R E N T IS

ERIC SCHUMACHER  
A Vice-President of N.U.S. and a past president of Leeds University Union.

PHILIP DANTE
High-Class 

Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Tailor

Expertly tailored clothes to your 
own individual requirements at 
most reasonable prices —  Every 
garment made for one or two 

fittings.
YO U ARE WELCOME TO  CALL 
A N D  INSPECT OUR CLOTHS 
A N D  W O RKM ANSHIP

— without any obligation

144 W OODHOUSE LANE
2 doors from  Broadcasting _ _ _  _  _ 
House facing top  o f Fenton S t .L fc fc U o  *■  

O W N  M A TER IA LS  M A D E  UP  
O .S . & D iff ic u lt Figures a S peciality

t'STD. 1900 T e l.:  2 6 5 7 3

looking to the universities for leaders 
and teachers of the future; if it is 
not prepared to meet its obligations 
by giving them sufficient grants to 
live and study, a radical re-appraisal 
of our standard of values is needed.

The following motion, passed less 
than a year ago, is a  constant sub­
ject for concern:—

“Council notes that an increasing 
proportion o f students is required to 
live in lodgings and that, as a result 
of the deplorable conditions in many 
official lodgings, many students face 
serious economic and academic prob­
lems which have an adverse effect on 
their course of study. Council again 
stresses its belief tha t the provision of 
adequate residential accommodation 
is the clear duty of the relevant 
authorities and instructs the Execu­
tive to make its concern at the present 
trend fully known to them.”

It is obvious that intensive study at 
university requires the maximum 
am ount of peace and quiet; emotional 
and nervous disorders in students are 
frequently the result of accommoda­
tion problems.

The economic hardships are difficult 
to assess. In any society men have 
their pride as individuals and many 
students will prefer to live in a cheap 
room and eat one meal a day than 
make an official complaint about 
their situation. And when some 
students have cars; can afford to 
drink and paint the town red it does 
not help those impecunious students 
who will suffer further because any 
genuine sympathy for the student 
body understandably declines.

The N ational Union of Students is 
also a member of the International 
Student Conference and as such 
endeavours to support other national 
unions where solidarity is a vital and 
useful force. One of the m ost im por­
tant items of policy was laid down in 
November of 1957 when the follow­
ing motion was passed:—

“This Council reaffirms its oppo­
sition to segregation in all places of 
higher education and pledges itself to 
the principle of equal opportunities of 
education for all human beings 
regardless of race, colour, creed, reli-

<»
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For most of us, coming to uni­
versity means getting away from 
home. It means standing on our own 
feet entirely for the first time. It 
means making decisions in our 
privalte lives on our own responsi­
bility. M um and Dad are no longer 
there to consult or coerce. A t least, 
this is what one feels it ought to 
mean, but the reality is not always 
like this

Sheltering behind the classical 
phrase, in loco parentis, the university 
authorities take it upon themselves to 
fill what they regard as a gap. The 
sad thing about all this is that, instead 
of taking as their model a libera l 
tolerant parent of 1961, they imitate 
the attitude of the most reactionary 
Victorian parents, which would appear 
ridiculous if it were not for the un­
pleasant effects it has on the private 
lives of people who have frequently 
been used to a much greater under­
standing.

It is still the case that women stu­
dents in halls of residence in their

first term are expected to request per­
mission to  be out after 8 p.m. And 
woe betide any o f them who don’t 
get back before 11 (or 11.30 on Satur­
days—who says universities are free 
from conformist pressures?). None of 
this repressive and restrictive legisla­
tion applies to men students, and, 
while at should be said tha t one or 
two halls wardens do not perpetrate 
all the atrocities the rules expect of 
them, the fact remains tha t there is a 
clear assumption tha t women are less 
mature and less responsible than men. 
This assumption remains to be 
proved. Indeed no adequate justifica­
tion has been provided for this 
straight legislative discrimination bet­
ween men and women students.

Union President Brian M acArthur 
has said that the Vice-Chancellor’s 
committee on accommodation is soon 
to report. W hatever this committee 
says the Union’s attitutude on this 
and other lodgings regulations is 
perfectly clear and there should be 
no wavering in rejecting whatever 
recommendations are not in line with 
Union policy.

gion, politics and other provisos. It 
notes with grave concern the continu­
ing segregation policy of the South 
African Government, and the recent 
manifestations of this policy in cer­
tain of the Southern States of the 
U.S.A. This Council stands firmly in 
its belief tha t the only criteria which 
should be employed in selecting 
students fo r higher education should 
be those of ability and academic 
achievement.”

Students have since reiterated this 
policy and will continue to do so 
until the evils of discrimination are 
hounded from all corners of the 
world.

The Robbins Committee on Higher 
Education received evidence from  a 
number of educational interests and 
among those invited to submit 
evidence was the National Union of 
Students. In his foreword to  the 
N.U.S, memorandum Mr. J. Gwyn 
Morgan commented: “Two basic 
factors must concern the National 
Union of Students a t this time; a 
desire to ensure that all young people 
capable from benefiting from any 
course of higher education, should 
be able to enter on that course to the 
mutual advantage of the community 
at large; secondly, that the conditions 
attached to the status of a student 
shall be such as to encourage young 
people to enter upon a higher educa­
tional course rather than to dissuade 
them. It is our firm belief that the 
practical adherence to the above 
principles is in the interest of all 
sections of our national life and for 
a real investment in the future.”

The N ational Union has also sub­
mitted written and oral evidence to 
the Committee on University Teach­
ing Methods set up by the University 
G rants Committee. W hat is so encour- 
agng about both these mem oranda is 
not that they are documents of out­
standing importance but that students 
are now considered responsible 
enough to be consulted on matters 
affecting them.

On November 17th delegates will 
be debating motions that will affect 
us all as students and as individuals. 
Get to know what is to be debated; 
bring your ideas forward and let your 
voice at Council be heard.

DRESSWEAR HIRE SERVICE
CHARLIE GOULD LTD.

Morning, Dinner For all occasions— our Gentleman s

or Tail Suits 
£1 per day 

4 G RAND (Theatre) ARCADE  
New Briggate, LEEDS 1. Tel. 22040

Dresswear Hire Service is always 
ready to advise and assist you—  
Exclusive Tailoring, with a wide 
range of sizes, ensuring a perfect 
fitting even for the most difficult 
figure. Accessories if required.

■*<

The Listener
and

BBC TELEVISION REVIEW

AUTUMN BOOK NUMBER
P A R T  I

New books, reviewed by distinguished critics 
including :

Stephen Spender
Helen Gardner
J. R. Ackerley
William Plomer
John Morris
Philip Hope-Wallace

Other featur/es in this extra-large issue include :—

’’SHALL W E TH R O W  THE DREGS A W A Y  ? ” 
in which David Holbrook discusses the meglect of children without 
academic ability and describes his own efforts, successful he believes, 
to encourage such children to use words and to express something 
of their selves.

“A TH EN IA N  DEMAGOGUES —  1”
The first part of a talk, by M. I. Finley, lecturer in Classics at Cam­
bridge University, dealing with the Athenian democracy of the late 
sixth century B.C.

“ IS THIS THE ANSWER?”
Sewell Stokes, a formier Bow Street probation officer, enquires into 
Detention Centres —  the new treatment for adolescent offenders.

A BBC P U B L IC A T IO N  

EVERY T H U R S D A Y  °

FR O M  YOUR N E W SA G E N T

i^ i
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I  am not yet born; rehearse me
In  the parts I  must play and the cues I  must take when

old. men lecture me, bureaucrats hector me, mountains 
frown at me, lovers laugh at me, the white 

waves call me to follow and the desert calls 
me to doom and the beggar refuses 

my gift and my children curse me.
^pi ^Xii "Tflfr

Where are the Staff?

THF, University staff should be an 
important factor in creating an 

atmosphere in which the student can 
realise his potential. In three short 
years one is taken from the traditional 
conformist spirit of school life, thrust 
into the wide and often frightening 
experience of university and finally 
precipitated back after graduation 
into a society believing largely in the 
standards one left behind at school. 
This can be an uncomfortable trau­
matic experience in which the staff, 
because of their wider experience, 
could assist. But do they?

This article will concern itself with 
two aspects of the present inability of 
the staff to perform  its true role. 
Namely, their failure to teach and

their inability even to see the resul­
tant problem of student mental stress 
and tension.

The university and union, including 
Senior and Junior Common Rooms, 
should provide a community spirit 
which does nothing but facilitate the 
development of our 7,000 student and 
staff members. And this at a time 
when staff all over the country are 
criticising the increased size of 
university populations. “We are now 
scraping the bottom of the barrel.” 
Yet in 1961 the Provincial University 
Unions are demonstrating by their 
intelligent and articulate activity that 
this is just not the case. Indeed this 
phenomenon is despite rather than 
because of staff assistants. Let us

examine the situation in Leeds, a 
University where it is widely accepted 
that the Student Union is the most 
active in the country.

Some measure of staff participation 
in student life can be gained by 
merely counting the number who 
come into the undergraduate union. 
Never in any one year have more 
than fifteen visited the Union regu­
larly. It is regretable that all these 
are  from the departments of the 
humanities, for these are the very 
departments in which some tutorial 
work and relatively small lectures 
allow the student to get to know the 
staff. Elsewhere, classes are too  big 
and tutorials non-existent, thus pre­
venting any but the most strictly 
formal relationships with the staff. 
Even of these fifteen mentioned, how 
many come regularly to debates and 
meetings organised by the Union? 
How many are prepared to join the 
societies or even see what is going on 
during Bazaar Day?

And what of the large Science and 
Technological side? Here students 
work long hours, often with com-

Maybe the staff are too involved in research to bother teaching 
. . . and lecture halls become empty.

pulsory lecture attendance, and no 
tutorials. One may have a moral 
tuitor, whom one sees three times a 
year at the most. Apparently this 
tutor is supposed to help in sorting 
out student problems. Just who is 
going to tell some person who they 
do not know or even respect tha t they

are in the family way, or what have 
you?

The only chance these science 
students have of widening their 
experience is by studying late at night 
after their committments to their 
departments have been fulfilled. It is 
a difficult task, and to the great credit 
of many scientists it is often accom­
plished. But again, no thanks to the 
staff—only to our Union, and the 
energy and spirit of the individual 
student.

Real Independence
Depending very much for an ex­

planation alone these lines is the 
general university attitude to the 
union “across the road”, which says: 
“Let them have Rag, but as soon as 
they start asking for real indepen­
dence, whether in demanding freedom 
from restrictions in flats or halls, or in 
the right to criticise University Senate 
decisions, then we must clamp down.”

But let us look at the effect of all 
:his on tne student mental health 
trouble. How much is due to bad en­
vironment created by this staff atti­
tude. Approximately 15% men and 
20% women students see a doctor 
during their three years. Many more 
must have to face these problems on 
their own, or with the amateur assis­
tance of their friends. Drugs are not 
uncommon in the university, neither 
are severe mental breakdowns. Just 
what does anyone hope to achieve by 
either keeping quiet about this, or by 
a ten-minute chat with a student a 
couple of times a year?

When problems exist, you don't just 
say “ Let’s treat them when they 
arise”—you ask why they arise. And 
if the environment producing them 
needs altering, then alter it. But we 
are traditionalists, and averse to 
change; perhaps this attitude is worst 
illustrated by the very existence of 
Devon Hall and the number of 
Science students who want to change 
their course, or who just give up and 
go home. The point is not to talk 
about this, nor just , to show the 
reality of the situation, but to change 
the system which is producing some 
disillusioned and unhealthy people.

The paper will make further and 
more detailed investigations into these 
areas of university life, and will not 
hesitate to print the facts whatever 
they are.

Hepworths

Both Arts and Science staff are, 
strictly speaking, unable to teach. 
They have had no training to assist 
them, and the majority seem able 
only to read from notes or, in a few 
oases, books. There is a general in­
ability to inspire the student with the 
excitement for progress and the 
search for truth with which one 
generally associates the word 
“ university.” Maybe the staff are too 
involved in research to bother with 
teaching But often they are even 
found lacking in the very facts of 
their own subject. Objectivity is an 
essential, yet it is with a monotonous 
regularity that the errors of Oxbridge 
are reflected in our own departments. 
Just as Oxford has no Department of 
Sociology, so the economist of Leeds 
who wants to ask “why?” in his first 
year is referred to the “set book.” No 
questions please. No wonder the 
student just gives up and lecture 
halls become empty. All one has to 
do is borrow last year's lecture notes; 
they will be precisely the same this 
year. Exam questions will ask for 
facts. No theory, or basic understand­
ing of the subject is required. The 
only factor which can counter this is 
the student himself. One is reminded 
of the student who, after be'ng criti­
cised bv his tutor for putting forward 
a particular idea, said, “ If you can’t 
grasp the idea, our minds just aren’t 
on the same level.’ T he sad and wild 
part is that 'this was true.
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GOD A N D  THE ATHEIST
Faith and the Unbeliever

QOD evokes nothing from the atheist, except 
perhaps a tinge of sorrow a t the mis­

fortune for those to whom the word is 
significant. An agnostic pleads uncertainty in 
the matter; he does not know. All believers 
are agnostics. They transcend the problem 
with faith which thus differs from mere 
opinion or knowledge.

So important is God to the believer that he is willing to create 
this special category, Faith, in order to convey his burden, and in so 
doing he creates all sorts of linguistic problems for the philosopher, 
who, in the name of objectivity, is unwise enough to deal with the
incomprehensible.

Agnosticism is the basic position 
for all of us. People who think it 
bold, avant-garde, or profound to 
say ‘I am an agnostic dererve there­
fore the reply ‘Aren’t we all?’ To 
declare oneself in the matter of reli­
gion one must deviate either to 
Theism or Atheism.

The Theist is willing to acquire 
paraphenalia in return for promises 
and threats, to be implemented in a 
world perfectly real because utterly 
intangible, truly everlasting because 
truly inconceivable. Religion is 
natural; the believer is in the majority. 
True, by this is m eant that reli­
gion has a long, if ugly, history, and 
that even today where there is con­
formity, then there is said to be nor­
mality. Atheism is a sophisticated 
position, pure sophistry even. But the 
atheist deserves our respect. H e may 
not be a wicked man, although he be 
sinful. To avoid awkwardness about 
the connection between man and 
wickedness the theologians in eager 
anticipation have condemned us all 
out of hand—original sin. But some 
men are more wicked than others in 
spite of the universal and inescapable 
defect. Worse still we ais believers 
tend to make m oral judgements about 
our fellows whilst ignorant of where 
they stand on God.

Moral
Judgement

But wait; the atheist makes moral 
judgements about believers. What 
right has he to do this and on what 
grounds can we justify our agree­
ments or disagreement with him, 
when there is no common ground 
between us? For in the last analysis, 
if nothing else, God is, to the believer, 
the source, the necessary source of 
moral standards. W ithout Him there 
would be none, and therefore no 
guidance from his priesthood, and 
such matters as a nuclear holocaust 
to his greater glory. But of course, 
there is no problem about morals at 
all. Where the atheist and theist 
agree, it is because both are simi­
larly guided by the Same Voice. Where 
they differ, it is because in the one 
case Satan has conquered, tem por­
arily, the Omniscient, Omnipotent, 
Omnipresent Force—a difficult feat 
indeed. Of if you refuse to consider 
the devil, the omnipresent may be 
absolute on one side at a particular 
time.

But is it fair to burden the atheist 
with the stresses and strains of these 
powerful forces even when he can­
not discern them, and steadfastly 
refuses to do so? There is no logical 
or physical evidence with which to 
persuade him, or the job iwould not 
need doing. One can always try the 
m odem approach. “You atheists are 
the products of certain unfortunate 
socio-psychological elements in your 
background. The believer is not so 
conditioned.”

“I am sure you are correct,” says 
the atheist, “but how do you know?” 
— “Faith.” But this is the point at 
issue, so we are no further on. Which 
only goes to show that in these 
matters there can be no real argu­
ments. For centuries the denomina­
tions have been striving to forget 
tiheir differences. This raises problems 
about the meaning of the word “real” 
in this context, but one must not 
digress. In the past, a penchant for

such tournaments produced the Inqui­
sition and the auto-da-f£. Now, it 
may be reported happily, all that has 
been replaced by bull-fighting, motor- 
racing and the g ambling industry. 
There are some damned atheists, un­
fortunately, who dislike the innova­
tions as much as their predecessors. 
They complain of the degredation of 
human beings.

The atheist has no quarrel, basic­
ally, with the extraordinarily imagin­
ative and diverse phenomena of 
theology, liturgy, and political 
ideology with which clever theists 
have cumulatively tried to surround 
their G od in a never-ceasing battle to 
anticipate the exposure of inconsisten­
cies by the masses who might thus be 
lost to the cause. The fact that the 
masses have never bothered has been 
missed. This is not surprising, since 
the invention of dogma is a lengthy 
business best done away from the 
common herd.

Living
Hypocrisy

The atheist may begin to doubt 
after experiencing the living hypo­
crisy, both lay and clerical, of a 
denomination. In this respect religion 
is often the most prolific breeding- 
ground for atheists. One hopes that, 
forced by the unpleasantness of con­
tact with the religious institutions to 
consider a fresh approach to life, we 
may see a new movement of indi­
viduals thinking for themselves, sick 
of tiheir form er sickness—submission 
to an irrational authority.

The atheist may be a communist or 
anti-communist. In the form er case 
he has probably substituted one reli­
gion for another. He may be anti­
communist, but his reasons will differ 
from  those of the believer. The 
atheist is not concerned with wars of 
religion, however disgusted.

In fine, the atheist is a human 
being and often a gentle “soul” , 
without believing he has one. “Now 
is the riddle of existence solved by 
existing for ever.”

The problem is not why things are, 
but tha t they are at all. There is less 
need for analysis and more for an 
occasional sense of wonder a t m an’s 
universal predicament. A common 
beginning and a common end. How 
hard it is to transform this equality 
of pre- and post- existence into a 

few score years of self-reliance and 
self-fulfilment growing naturally out 
of respect between man and man.

Politics, Life and Action
JJO W  often has it been said “Keep politics out of the Union”?

The union has a life and a government of its own and politics
is the art at once of government and of life in a community. Any 
decision taken by Union Committee, any speech on Union policy, 
is consequently a political decision. No-one brings “politics into the 
Union.” It has always been an inseparable part of Union life.

W hat governs one’s decision in 
life and in Union matters, and are 
they separable? Everything that a 
person might say o r do is dependent
entirely on their personal philosophy . .  , #
of life. Thus a Christian or Atheist, ■■ examines the question OT j! 
Socialist or Conservative, behaves, 
talks and acts according to the 
morality of his particular ideals. No- 
one, except perhaps a machine, can 
act against his personal convictions.
And he should not be expected to do 
so. No-one then brings socialism or
conservatism or apathy to the Union about the Bomb.” This is a develop- 
—-these attitudes are merely manifes- ment of the last four years. It is gain- 
tations of the type of people who go ing momentum. And remember it is

DICK ATKINSON

whether it is possible to 
keep politics out of 

ordinary Union affairs.

to make up our Union.

A rro q a n t
It would be arrogant and preten­

tious to accuse those with views 
either to right or left of the average 
of introducing politics to the Union. 
The average, the uncommitted, have 
a conformist policy of their own. 
And everyone who steps out of the 
convention is immediately labelled 
by them. Those who conform are 
wise, noble and normal, but those 
who step out of line and call for 
progress and radicalism (those to 
right of average finally disappeared 
with D. Harmer) are termed “uncon­
stitutional,” “political” or merely 
wierdies. This emergence of a large 
group of people who are supposed to 
be more political than the rest of ithe 
Union merely because they are more 
radical or socialist than the rest of 
the Union has an interesting origin.

Post-Suez
They are the post-Suez, post- 

Hungary generation. People no 
longer have to face a militarist tra in­
ing in conscription. These are the 
people who were reared in the atm o­
sphere of re-birth of English culture, 
with John Braine and Arnold Wesker. 
They are the people who say with 
Louis MacNeice, “Let them not make 
me a stone and let them not spill me. 
Otherwise kill me.” No “(tall walls 
can wall” them. Theirs is a belief in 
life and individualism that no bricks 
can destroy.

No accident then that all literature 
art and poetry to come out of 
England in the last six years has been 
produced by people who are 
socialists. No accident, either, that all 
the thirteen magazines of this uni­
versity are firmly rooted in the ideals 
and sophistication of socialism, or 
that all this “action and politics” is 
created by people who say “Do some­
thing aibout Africa, about starvation,
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these people who do press for stu­
dents’ rights and liberty, both in this 
country and internationally.

Politics and life and action are 
inseparable. Y ou should be proud 
that Leeds is setting the pace in 
student thought and creation. We pro­
duce nearly twice as many magazines 
as any other provincial university. We 
have also a far greater number of 
these “political animals” than other 
Unions. Indeed, when the all-white 
South African ohoir arrived in 
London last year to start their tour, 
they were told that if they met moral

opposition anywhere then it would be 
in Leeds.

No-one should be ashamed of 
standing up and saying “I believe.” 
We are in danger of using these 
words belief, principle, ideal as terms 
of abuse, merely because they are so 
often used by people who are step­
ping beyond convention.

Leeds • is now a symbol of youth 
and energetic radicalism. It is the 
centre of life and controversy. There 
is nothing interesting in unity, it is 
diversity and individualism and crea­
tion that this university and union 
stand for. This column intends to do 
nothing but uncompromisingly stimu­
late this growing sense of life, and 
humanity, and the accompanying deep 
thought on what the human condition 
is and ought to be. Every one of you 
is slap in the middle of the struggling 
birth pangs and turbulence of this 
search for a new morality. Let no-one 
hesitate to contribute to the realisa­
tion of this great potential of Leeds 
University Union.

“Religion Christless, Godless— 
a book sealed;
Time’s worst statute unre­
pea led;
Are graves from  which a 
glorious Phantom may 
Burst, to illumine one tem­
pestuous day.”

Every Friday 
Star & G arter Hotel 

Kirkstall
STUDENTS 2/6d.

LOUNGE - D A N C IN G  - LICENCE

. . . they say “money burns a hole in your pocket.” 
So if you have to live on a shoe-string surely the sensible 
way to hold on to what little you’ve got is to keep it in a 
bank. Anyway, that’s what I do, and since I opened an 
account I ’ve managed to make ends meet and even save 
a bit. At my bank lots of the customers seem to be 
students like me. Perhaps it’s the friendly atmosphere 
that attracts people of my age . . .

I’m glad I use Martins Bank

M artins Bank Lim ited. U niversity Branch: 6 Blenheim Terrace, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds 2.
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S p o r to  rial
T) ACK from Sofia, Bulgaria, 

after representing Britain in 
the World Student Games, come 
Jennifer Lee amd Brian Anson, 
Leeds’ two representatives.

Jennifer swam in both the hundred 
yards backstroke and the medley 
relay, which took place in the Bul­
garian capital's new, heated, 50m. 
pool. In the backstroke event she 
came fourth against strong opposition 
in her heat, though she put up a 
faster time than Britain’s other 
representative in the event, H eather 
Scott, who took the British Universi­
ties Title from the Leeds swimmer in 
the Wales Empire Pool last term. In 
the relay event with Chris Gosden, 
H eather Scott and Jean Hendry, 
Britain gained fifth place in the final.

Bronze fo r  Anson
Anson, who despite being harassed 

by muscle injuries last season m an­
aged 9.6 seconds fo r the 100 yards, 
was one of the most successful mem­
bers of the British party, gaining 
third place over 200 metres in the 
time of 24.1 seconds, behind Mihalyfi 
of Hungary, and Smouha this 
country's other entry in this event.

While we all cannot hope to be 
picked to compete abroad, we 
can at least do our uttermost to 
see that U.A.U. and other repre­
sentative sides have a fair 
sprinkling of Leeds sportsmen 
and women.
LACROSSE

The Old Firm
TH E  men’s Lacrosse team, having 

gained prom otion into the second 
division of the N orth of England 
League, has suffered less than usual 
loss from graduation, which is not in 
itself a  m atter for boasting. Thorley 
and his men are looking forward to 
the improved competition now avail­
able, trusting thait the new members 
(and Weetwood’s second-half fog) will 
again provide inspiration to the old 
hands.

The ................. ......

I HOWARD I
I HUGHES I
:: :: 

:::::::::::::: Column
rpHE burnt child dreads the fire, 

and the scalded prophet 
whose revelations prove false 
slowly learns to tread on more 
cautious ground.

This time last year, on the strength 
of the Rugby C lub’s ram pant march 
to U.A.U. glory, I boldly stuck my 
neck out with a sharp, dogmatic 
thrusit. The big three, the Soccer, 
Rugby, and Hockey Clubs, were go­
ing to sweep the board.

Instead we were forced to be reluc­
tant witnesses of one of the most 
depressing seasons in memory, with 
only a few ephemeral moments of 
success by the Hockey Club to lift 
performances out o f the gloom of 
mediocrity. The Rugby and Soccer 
Clubs were sunk without trace in the 
U.A.U. and Christie competitions. 
Admittedly the latter did do a little to 
restore their shattered prestige by 
winning the Yorkshire Old Boys’ 
Shield, but to the critical eye of the 
university soccer fan was very much 
an ‘also ran ’ compensation.

This must not be allowed to happen 
again. Leeds is a fine university, and 
oar sports facilities, particularly the 
playing fields of Weetwood, do us 
proud.

Disillusioned
Far too many players are allowed to 

escape the early season net. Some of 
their performances do not receive the 
credit they deserve at the trials, and 
it may be a matter of weeks or even 
months before their potential is 
brought to the notice of the team 
captains. Some of them, disillusioned, 
disappear into the relative obscurity 
of intra-mural sport, and their ser­
vices are lost to the University for 
good.

W hat we want at Leeds is players 
who have to fight for their places, 
who know that there is always that 
certain someone just below him who 
is more than ready to answer the 
knock of opportunity.

So long as a player is not retained 
in the first team for services rendered 
in the distant past, so long as the 
“well I know Jack’s not been playing 
well this season, but he’s a good 
bloke” frame of mind is not allowed 
to remain, then I think Leeds could 
cause quite a few shocked faces on 
the other side of the Pennines this 
year.

a man 
must make his 

opportunity
as oft as 

find it
. . .FRANCIS BACON

WEETWOOD A W A I T S
.* * ...  . ..

By The Sports Editor

a b i l i t y  a n d  a m b i t i o n  you certain ly  have. B ut you 
need  tra in ing  and  oppo rtun ity  if you are to  m ake th e  m ost of 
one and  realise the  o ther M anagem ent tra in ing  at H edley 
is acknow ledged to be am ong th e  best there  is. I t  is based on 
th e  p rincip le th a t every m an w ho jo ins us is an individual 
w ith  a con tribu tion  to m ake. So responsibilities are assigned 
early  A nd  opportun ity?  O u r policy of p lanned  grow th 
and progress m eans th a t we are always looking for th e  righ t 
m en  to take on new  responsibilities. T o  get th e  righ t m en, 
w e m ake all ou r p rom otions from  w ith in  the organisation 
W ith  H edley , you can reach h igh places w hile y o u ’re young. 
A nd  the  challenges offered in a progressive business make 
life stim ulating . In  o ther w ords, you can enjoy the travelling 
as well as the  arriv ing &  Ask your appoin tm ents officer for 
m ore inform ation , or w rite to the  R ecru itm en t and T ra in ing  
M anager at the  address below .

HEDLEYT H O M A S  H E D L E Y  & CO. L IM IT E D , N E W C A S T L E  U P O N  T Y N E  

M a n u fa c tu r e rs  o f S o a p s , D e te rg e n ts , C o o k in g  F a ts  a n d  A llie d  P ro d u c ts

again represented his native Cornwall 
on Saturday, succeeds Colin Nash as 
this year’s Rugby Club Captain. 
Around his enthusiastic leadership will 
be builtt this year’s pack, which will 
be without Jennings, Nash, G ilbert 
and, of course, French—now playing 
in the N orthern Rugby League for 
mighty St. Helens.

In spite of these losses—and their 
absence cannot be taken too lightly—- 
Phillips is optimistic about this 
season’s prospects for his team of no 
particular stars.

Reconstruction
In the pack, Gomersall, a  Yorkshire 

trialist hooker, Fleming, Bridge and 
Coleman, will again be available, but 
it would appear that a new second 
row will be needed. Of the backs, 
Absalom, Williamson, Able, Bingham 
and Williams return. U.A.U. full-back 
Williams will not be available, and a 
good deal of re-consitruction will have 
to take place before a three-quarter 
line is formed.

The new captain was quick to 
emphasise that it is not a question of 
filling up p o rtions which have been 
vacated, but of building a team which 
will combine effectively.

include about half a dozen with 
county experience.

The first m ajor event comes this 
Saturday with the White Cup-tie. In 
the world of inter-University football, 
the chances are brighter than for 
many a year, and Jim Edwards was 
quick to emphasise that a tremendous 
team-spirit has been built up, and is 
sitill there from  last season.

TAKING TO 
THE WATERS

nnHE green expanse of Weetwood is ready to reclve the spikes and studs belonging to a vast array 
of athletic talent that we hope will keep the name of Leeds to the forefront of University sport.

Prop forward, Clive Phillips, who ----- —---------------------------------------------
~ "  the two hundred mark, and Freshers S l l C C © S S  R f i C l p S

“There’s nothing to stop us 
being the most successful sports 
club in the University,” declared 
Stewart Harris, this year’s captain 
of the Cross Country Club. “We 
have the potential and a tre­
mendous enthusiasm — the ideal 
recipe for success.”

However, almost all of last years’ 
first team members are still in the 
club which means that it is not out­
side the bounds of possibility that the 
senior Christie and U.A.U. Cham ­
pionships, which the club narrowly 
missed winning last year could be 
Leeds’ again.

Experienced 
Freshers

Eight of last year’s successful 
Hockey team are back, including last 
year’s captain and English Universi­
ties’ player, Derek Mills, who vacates 
the captaincy to allow Neil Haddon 
to take over.

De Jonge, Harvey and Bourne are 
no longer available, though several 
experienced freshers, including some 
from the Commonwealth, appear all 
set to take their places.

“We should at least equal last year’s 
record of losing, only after extra time, 
to an outstanding Nottingham side in 
the U.A.U . cham pionsh ipsc la im s the 
optimistic Haddon.

Team Spirit
There are in the Soccer club about 

fourteen people who have had first 
team experience, backed up by a 
strong nucleus fo r the other club 
teams. Membership is approaching

DOWN BY THE ZUYDER ZEE
An annual fortnight in Holland is 

the usual final event in the session for 
the Sailing Club. The area visited was 
FriesHand, home of the Friesian cow, 
situated to the immediate north east 
of the Zuyder Zee. The suitability of 
this venue for sailing is indicated by 
the fact that it is over five times the 
size of the N orfolf Broads and is 
liberally dotted with lakes up to ten 
square miles in area.

Before setting off there was some 
discussion about hiring an outboard 
motor. M OTOR—never—we’re sup­
posed to  be sailors—enough skill not 
to need one—anyway it costs extra. 

“M otor—admission of d e fea t-go ing  to 
rough it — no t many places good 
sailors can’t  go—an way it costs extra.

This year the Club will start a train­
ing scheme in order to bring all mem­
bers to a higher standard.
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