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KOLLI HROALDSSON (LANDNAMABOK) = 
DALA-KOLLR {LAXDCELA SAGA) ? 

It is evident from the texts of " Landnamabok " that the 
Kolli Hroaldsson who settled in BarSastrandarsysla and the 
Dala-Kollr of " Laxdoela Saga " have been confused. " Hauks
bok " and " Melabok " state that Kolli Hroaldsson married 
]>orgerSr Porsteinsdottir, and that their son Hoskuldr, ap
parently the Hoskuldr of " Laxdoela Saga,"1 married HallfriSr 
the daughter of Bjgrn from BjarnarfjorSr:— 

" Hofkolli Hroallz s(vn) nam Kollaf(iord) ok Kvigandiz 
fiord ok selldi ymsum monnum landnam sitt enn hann for i 
Laxardal aa Hoskvllz stadi. hann var kalladr Dala-Kollr. 
hans s(vn) var Hoskulldr [er atti Hallfridi dottur Biarnar er 
nam Biarnarf(iord) fyri nordann Steingrims fiord. }>eira s(vn) 
var E>orlakr f(adir) Bolla er atti Gudrunu. Osvifrs dottor." 
(" Hauksbok." cap. 98. p. 43). 

" (Hofkolle) Hroalldsson nam Kollafiord og Kvijandanes og 
Quijgandafiord og sellde ymissum monnum landnam sitt er 
hann for i Laxardal a Hoskulldstade er hann quongadest. 
hann var sijdan kalladur Dalakollur. Son hans var Hoskolldur 
er a(tti) Hallfrijde d(ottur) Biarnar er nam Biarnarfiord firir 
nordan Steingrijmsfiord. }>(eirra) s(on) torleikur f(adir) Bolla 
er a(tti) Gudrunu Osuifursd(ottur)." ("Melabok" cap. 126. 

P- 73). 
" Sturlubok," however, does not mention Kolli's marriage, 

nor that he had a son Hoskuldr:— . 
" Kolli HroaUz s(on) nam Kollafiord ok Kvigandanes og 

Kvigandafiord hann selldi ymsum monnum landnam sitt." 
("Sturlubok," cap. 126. p. 167). Further, "Hauksbok" 
states that a certain Kollr, the son of VeSrar-Grimr, the son of 
Asi, married ]>orgerSr E>orsteinsdottir:— 

1 See below Laxdoela Saga, cap. V, p. 9. 
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" Kollr het madr Vedrar-Grimss(vn) Asas(vnar) hersis. hann 
hafdi forrad med Audi ok var merst virdr af henni. Kollr atti 
torgerdi d(ottur) E>orsteins Rauds." (" Hauksbok." cap. 83. 
P- 36). 

This is supported by " Sturlubok " (cap. 96. p. 157) and 
" Melabok " (cap. 96. p. 61):— 

" Kollr het madr Vedrar-Grimss(on) Alas(onar) Hesis. hann 
hafdi forrad med Audi ok var virdr mest af heNi. Kollr atti 
fJorgerdi dottur E>oRsteins Raudz." (" Sturlubok." cap. 96. p. 

157)-
" Kollur het madur Vedragrimss(on) Asas(onar) hersis. 

hann hafde forrad med Audi og var virdur mest af henne. 
Kollur a(tti) Eorgerde d(ottur) f>orst(eins) rauds." (" Mela
bok." cap. 96. p. 61). 

According to " Sturlubok " this Kollr had a son Hgskuldr 
who married HallfriSr, the daughter of E>orbjorn from Vatn, 
and by her had a son ]>orleikr; this is supported by " Mela
bok":— 

" . . . . . . . dal allt til Haukadals aar. hann var kalladr 
Dalakollr. hann atti I>orgerdi dottur I>orsteins Rauds. 
baurn Ĵ eira voru ]?au Hauskulldr ok Groa er atti Veleifr eN 
gamli ok E>orkatla er ]>orgeir Godi atti. Hauskulldr atti 
Hallfridi d(ottur) J>orbiarnar fra Vatni. E>orleikr var son 
)>eira hann atti Emridi d(ottur) Arnbiarnar Slettu-Biarnarsonar. 
|>eira son var Bolli." (" Sturlubok." cap. 105. p. 159). 

" Kollur nam Laxardal allan og allt til Havkadalsar. hann 
var kalladur Dalakollur. hann atte I?orgerde d(ottur) f>orsteins 
rauds sem fir var getid b(orn) }>eirra voru J>au Hoskulldur og 
Groa er a(tti) Veleifur hinn gamle og 5>orkatla er E>orgeir gode 
atte. Hoskulldur a(tti) Hallfride d(ottur) E>orbiarnar fra 
Vatne. r->orleikur var s(on) )?eirra. hann atte I>uride d(ottur) 
Arnbiarnar Sliettubiarnas (onar) J>eirra s(on) var Bolle." 
(" Melabok." cap. 105. p. 63). 

The same Dala-Kollr is mentioned in " Laxdcela Saga" 
where he is said to have married E>orgerSr Porsteinsdottir, and 
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to have had a son Hgskuldr who married Jorunn, the daughter 
of Bjgrn from BjarnarfjgrSr in Strandasysla:— 

" Pa t sama var, er Unnr setti bu saman i Hvammi, fekk 
Kollr l>orgert5ar, dottur J>orsteins rauSs. E>at bot5 kostatSi 
Unnr; lsetr hon E>orgerSi heiman fylgja Laxardal allan, ok 
setti hann ]?ar bu saman fjnrir sunnan Laxa. Var Kollr enn 
mesti tilkvsemSarmaSr. E>eira son var Hgskuldr." (Laxdcela 
Saga. cap. V. p. 9). 

" Bjgrn het matSr; hann bjo i BjarnarfirSi ok nam f>ar land 
Ljufa het kona hans. E>eirra dottir var Jorunn; hon 

var vsen kona ok oflati mikill; hon var ok skorungr mikill i 
vitsmunum. Sa J?6tti pa. kostr beztr i ollum VestfjgrSum. Af 
]?essi konu hefir Hoskuldr frett, ok J>at meS, at Bjgrn var beztr 
bondi a gllum Strgndum. Hgskuldr reiS heiman me$ tiunda 
mann, ok soekir heim Bjgrn bonda i BjarnarfjgrS. Hgskuldr 
fekk J>ar goSar viStgkur, ]?vi at Bjgrn kunni goS skil a honum. 
SiSan vekr Hgskuldr honorS, en Bjgrn svarar pvi vel, ok kvaz 
pat hyggja, at dottir hans mundi eigi vera betr gipt, en veik po 
til hennar ratSa. En er )>etta mal var viS Jorunni roett, }?a 
svarar hon a J>essa leitS: " E>ann einn spurdaga hgfum ver til 
pin, Hgskuldr, at ver viljum pessu vel svara, J>vi at ver hyggjum, 
at fyrir }>eiri konu se vel set, er )>er er gipt, en po mun f aSir minn 
mestu af raSa, pvi at ek mun f>vi sam^ykkjaz her um, sem hann 
vill." En hvart sem at ]?essum malum var setit lengr e<5a 
skemr, pa. varS ]?at af rat5it, at Jorunn var fgstnuS Hgskuldi 
meS miklu fe; skyldi brullaup }>at vera a HgskuldsstgSum." 
(Laxdoela Saga, cap. IX. p. 17). 

" Hauksbok " 2 and " Melabok " 3 state that Hgskuldr the 
son of Kolli Hroaldsson married Hallfriftr, the daughter of 
Bjgrn from Bjarnarfjgr'Sr, but " Melabok" agrees with 
" Laxdcela Saga " and states that it was Jorunn the daughter of 
Bjgrn who married Hgskuldr:—• 

" sijdar a(tti) ]?orbiorgu E>orbiorn inn haukdselske brodir 
Jorunar Biarnad(ottur) er a(tti) Hoskulldur i Laxardal. ' ' 
(" Melabok." cap. 122. p. 71). 

2 See above " Hauksb6k " cap. 98, p. 43. 3 See above, " Melabok " cap. 126, p. 73. 
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It would appear, therefore, that there is confusion not only 
in the story of Kolli Hroaldsson and Dala-Kollr, but also in the 
story of Hoskuldr. " Hauksbok " and " Melabok " state that 
Kolli Hroaldsson and Dala-Kollr both married ]>orgert5r 
Porsteinsdottir, and that the son in each case was Hoskuldr. 
" Sturlubok " does not mention the marriage of Kolli Hroalds
son, but its evidence for the marriage and family of Dala-Kollr 
agrees exactly with that of " Hauksbok " and " Melabok." 
Secondly, according to all three texts, Hpskuldr, the son of 
Dala-Kollr, married HallfritSr, the daughter of JPorbjorn from 
Vatn, and by her had a son E>orleikr, but " Hauksbok " and 
" Melabok " state that the Hoskuldr, who is supposed to have 
been the son of Kolli Hroaldsson, married HallfritSr, the daugh
ter of Bjorn from BjarnarfjortSr, and by her had a son Porleikr, 
whose son Bolli is also said to have been the son of Hoskuldr 
Dala-Kollsson and HallfritSr the daughter of E>orbJQrn from 
Vatn. In addition to this, " Laxdoela Saga " and an isolated 
reading in " Melabok" state that Hoskuldr Dala-Kollsson 
married Jorunn, the daughter of Bjorn from Bjarnarfjor'Sr 
and, according to the saga alone, had by her a son I>orleikr. 

Perhaps this confusion can be solved by reference to the 
ancestry of Dala-Kollr. Dala-Kollr's grandfather was Asi, 
whose brother, according to all texts of " Landnamabok," was 
Hroaldr:— 

" Grimr h(et) matSr Ingialls s(vn) Hroallz s(vnar) or Haddingia 
dal brotSir Asa hersis. hann for til Islandz i landa leit ok 
sigltSi fyri nortSan land, hann var vm vetrin i Grims ey a 
Steingrims firSi. BergSis h(et) kona hans en i>orir s(vn).'' 
(" Hauksbok." cap. 56, p. 23). 

" GRimr het madr Ingialldsson. Hroallsson(ar) or Hadding-
iadal brodir Asa hesis. hann for til Islandz i landa leit ok 
sigldi fyrir nordan landit. hann var vmm vetrinn i Grimsey aa 
Steingrimsfirdi. Bergdis het kona hans enn I>orir son ]?eira." 
("Sturlubok." cap. 68. p. 146). 

" Grimur h(et) madur son Ingialldz Hroalldzs(onar) ur 
Haddijngiadal brodir Asa herses hann for til Islandz i landa leit 
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og siglde firir nordan landet. harm var um veturinn i Grijmzey 
a Steingrijmzfirde. Bergdijs het kona hans enn E>6rir s(on) 
}>eirra." (" Melabok." cap. 68. p. 46). I?6rir, the son of 
Grimr, the grandson of Hroaldr is the Sel-E>6rir who appro
priated land " fyrir sunnan Gnupa til Kaldar fyrir net5an 
Knappadal milli fjalls ok fjoru,"4 and apparently, according to 
all texts of " Landnamabok," Ingjaldr, the grandfather of 
Sel-E>6rir, had a second son Asi, whose son E>6rir was that 
I>6rir who appropriated " Kaldnesinga hrepp allan upp fra 
Fyllarloek ok bjo at Selforsi."5 

It is scarcely possible that Dala-Kollr and Kolli Hroaldsson 
should both have married I>orgerSr l?orsteinsd6ttir, and both 
have had by her a son Hpskuldr, who married HallfriSr the 
daughter of iPorbjorn from Vatn, and it seems strange that if 
both Dala-Kollr and Kolli Hroaldsson had sons named Hoskuldr 
both sons should have married a HallfriSr, the one the daughter 
of E>orbjorn from Vatn, the other the daughter of Bjorn from 
BjarnarfjprSr, and, if this is strange, then it is almost incredible 
that the sons of both Hoskuldrs should have been named 
E>orleikr. I t is evident then, that the characters have been 
confused, though, if Kolli Hroaldsson was the son of the Hroaldr 
who was the brother of Asi, the grandfather of Dala-Kollr, this 
confusion can be understood, because Dala-Kollr and Kolli 
Hroaldsson then belonged to the same family. In his 1925 
edition of Landndmabok,6 Finnur Jonsson accepts the statement 
of " Hauksbok " 7 and " Melabok " 8 that Kolli Hroaldsson left 
BarSastrandarsysla and went to Laxardalr. " Sturlubok " 9 

has no reference to Kolli's supposed move to Laxardalr, but 
states that he left BarSastrandarsysla. If Kolli was the son of 
Hroaldr the brother of Asi, then it is most probable that he 

4 Landmimabok Islands, udgiven efter de Gamle Handskrifter af del Kongelige 
Nordiske Oldskriftselskab til minde om dels hundrededr 1825-1925. Edited by Finnur 
Jonsson. Ktfbenbavn, 1925, cap. 118. pp. 48-49. 

6 Idem, cap. 35. p. 21. 6 Idem, cap. 175, p. 77-
7 " Hauksbok," cap. 98, p. 43. 8 " Melabok," cap. 126, p. 73. 
* " Sturlubok," cap. 126, p. 167. 
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went to Laxardalr, the new home of his family, and this con
firms the reading of " Hauksbok " and " Melabok." From 
this, the following genealogy seems probable:— 

I ! 

Asi. Hroaldr. 

VeSrar-Grimr. Ingjaldr. KOLLI . 

I 
DALA-KOLLR. m. ]>orgert5r ]?orsteinsd6ttir. 

HallfrfUr | 
Hoskuldr. m. or I d. of Bjorn. 

Jorunn J 

E>orleikr. m. E>uriSr Arnbjarnardottir. 

Bolli. 
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