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Student Unions will soon house 
nothing more than coffee bars 
and sweet machines. This is the 
warning issued by the National 
Union of Students (NUS) this 
week after failing to stall the new 
student union financing scheme 
proposed by the Government 
and to be implemented next 
year.

To back up this warning was fur­
ther news of cuts in the 
education sector aimed at saving 
a further £80m  for the Treasury. 
Already this term courses have 
been closed down in several 
colleges, students on Foundation 
courses have been refused gran­

ts, replacement staff have not 
been employed, heating levels in 
lecture theatres and Halls of 
Residence have been reduced 
and, to cap it all, leisure and 
sporting activities are being 
drastically cut back.

The new scheme, which 
suggests that Student Unions 
should compete for their income 
with all other sections of the 
academic establishment, has 
been heavily criticised by 
student officials throughout the 
country. It seems highly likely 
that student life, as we know it 
now, will soon disappear, as 
unions are starved of even their

basic income.

The University Union, which has 
always enjoyed the best student 
facilities in Leeds, looks like 
going through a major crisis. 
Major concerts, for example, will 
probably disappear, and 
economic restrictions may mean 
that only small unknown bands 
will be able to play. Sports 
clubs, whose operations 
necessitate a high expenditure of 
the Union’s income, will have to 
play all their matches in Leeds. 
Other facilities will be badly hit, 
including a severe cutback in the 
bar and catering operations, and 
the pos$}t>i& SJ)W re of the record 
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and bookshops.

The Polytechnic and college 
unions will be even harder hit, 
and the latter have appealed to 
their larger and stronger neigh­
bours to fight on their behalf 
against the new proposals. Most 
of the college unions will 
probably collapse depriving their 
former members of help and ad­
vice on such matters as ac­
commodation, health, social 
security and so on. One of the 
Presidents angrily claimed, 
"With the introduction of two 
new systems at the same time, 
union financing and student 
loans, the Government is out to

destroy us. 
will have 
about.”

If we don’t act we 
no future to worry

Mike Goodman, the University 
Union Deputy President, added, 
“It should be pointed out that 
there is only a small step bet­
ween these proposals and the in­
troduction of voluntary student 
union membership. The vast 
majority of students will not be 
able to pay a £53 union fee, and 
the whole thing will collapse. It 
will be only a matter of time 
before the NUS suffers the same 
fate. Unions will become sherry- 
drinking clubs for upper class 

students.”
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T he U niversity Union 
step  up its opposition  t 
use o f nuclear pow er

Monday's meeting <>t U! 

Council decided I*) affiliate 

Students Against Nuclear Inci 

to campaign for •*—to campaign for the closure 

existing nuclear plants and 

publicise Harrisburg Day. March 

I1)til. It also agreed to set up

the
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of

29th. It also agreed to set up. 

information week next tcmi. it 

April 2Kth to May 2nd.

The m otion argued that after.. 

years o f  “ mismanagement, deceit 

and failure w ithin the nuclear pro­

gramme” it was time to protest 

against it. The proposer of the 

m otion. A ndre* Howarth pointed 

out that the proposed Government 

expenditure o! 20,000 million on 

developing Britain's Nuclear Pro­

gramme had aroused much anger 

because there are still many uncer­

tainties about the held

P ie  m otion  also called tor the 

I nion to jo in the Anti-Nuocar 

Campaign, but this was rejected 

t ’n ion l-ducaticti Officer Gregor) 

King described the ANC as "a bit 

of a bandwagon organisation 

He said that it had been set up 

last November Hie organisation is

a nanuvs '■[£diiiaan>'>.
He said that it had been set u 

last November Hie organisation 15 
headed by Yorkshire Miners leader 

Arthur Scargill. and has about 

twenty member branches Both the 

(•reenl’cace and the friends ot the 

I artli groups have refused to join 

the ANC 011 the grounds "  ls 

overtly political
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Saturday night's Siouxsie and 

the Banshees, concert, while giving 

the city ’s punks yet another chance 

to don their black leather, chains 

and dog-collars, was a dead loss as 
far as value for money and musical

entertainment were concerned. /
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If Student Unions c ^ oes with them? And 
why should studer >lcver use t̂ ieir unions 
moum their d e p a i should the mass of 
students who n eve 1 be concerned that
Union politics w ill be ^

The reason that stu  ^ld fight for their unions 
is very basic. \A/h. :|~ea îse li or not> Unions 
affect the entire stu  At first’ PeoPIe would 
miss the obvious tl Union provides. The 
cheap bars, canteer shops, newspaper, and 
day to day activit disappear. Even those 
who rarely enter building are likely to 
belong to a societv cr which gets its funds 
from the Union a  ^ s> fr°m the English Soc 
to the Judo Club w ii* lencially, and many will 
disappear. All 0 f  th ^rricular activities which 
Unions finance and become remnants
of the past.

Less directly, and n ^antly, students would 
become more and lose their in­
dependence. There no înanc^  ^e P̂’ no 
advice on cours 1 modation, or general
welfare. Students at
minimal political m they would not have 
the resources an d  a riecessarY to back cam­
paigns or to articul' ^em£inds t0 educational 
establishments or the ient'
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Time To Fight 
Back

Despite the black picture we 
have painted for the future, these 
proposals can be held up, if the 
Government and the public are 
made aware of the strength of 
our opposition to them. The 
National Union of Students has 
organised a demonstration and 
march through London and it is 
essential that every student 
should join this, if the Student 
Unions are to get their message 
across. That message must be - 
we will not lie down and allow 
you to change the system 
without consulting us, and we 
will not allow this to become the 
first in a series of steps towards 
the running-down of further and 
higher education in Britain. If 
you care about your sports club, 
your social life, your cultural and 
educational activities, then come 
on the march and get involved 
with making sure that those 
things will be there next year. 
And don’t think that if you are a 
finalist this won’t affect you, it 
will. Researchers, lecturers, 
teachers, and administrators ine 
education will be directly af­
fected, while many more 
professions will be affected in 
ways we can’t yet envisage.

The march is in London on 
November 28th (this Friday), 
and if it is successful it will make 
the Government think again. Its 
success depends upon your sup­
port.

November 28th- Be Thi


