
Benjamin Cook

Last Wednesday, the Chancellor of the
Exchequer provided an update on the
government’s plans for the economy in his
annual Autumn Statement.
While some aspects of George

Osborne’s spending review have been
lauded as successes for the opposition,
such as a U-turn on over the scrapping tax
credits and the decision not to cut police
budgets, there is a sting in the tail for
students and young people.
The government have announced that

the earnings threshold at which student
loans will be repaid will be frozen for
five years despite pledging in 2010 that
the threshold would rise with inflation.
This freeze will be backdated to apply
to all students who have started courses
since 2012. The threshold for repayment
will remain at £21,000 until April 2020,
meaning that graduates earning over this
figure would have to repay £306 extra a
year. The government’s own assessment

reports that graduates on middle incomes
between £21,000-£35,000 will have to
pay an extra £6,000 in repayment costs,
saving the treasury £680 million.
The decision has been attacked by

Martin Lewis of MoneySavingExpert.com
as, “a disgraceful move and a breach of
trust by the government that betrays a
generation of students.” Lewis had headed
up The Independent Taskforce on Student
Finance Information in tandem with the
NUS, National Association of Student
Money Advisors, UCAS, Universities UK,
and GuildHE.
“It is risking fundamentally threatening

any trust people have in the student
finance system. It is one thing to set up a
system that is unpopular but it is entirely
different to make retrospective changes
that mean you cannot even rely on what
you were promised at the time you started
to study,” Lewis said. “The fact that the
chancellor didn’t even have the balls to
put it in his autumn statement speech
shows that he knew how unpopular it

would be. If a commercial company made
retrospective changes to their loan terms
in this way they’d be slapped hard by the
regulator.”
Labour’s spokesperson for higher

education, Gordon Marsden, has
suggested the retrospective freeze could
be open to a legal challenge, saying,
“It will be a disincentive to future loan
applicants, in further education as well as
higher education, and it amounts to mis-
selling to all the post-2012 students who
signed up”.
Osborne also confirmed the

government’s intentions to scrap student
maintenance grants, instead implementing
a maintenance loan system which the
NUS calculates will see graduates leave
university with more than £50,000 in
debts. However, access to loans will be
widened for postgraduate students up
to the age of 60, and part-time students.

Continued on page 3. >>>
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Photo of The Week:
History student Robyn Yates captured this striking image of the changing seasons on campus this week.

Tyson Fury describes
Wladimir Klitschko’s distinc-
tive smell live on Sky Sports
News just days before fighing
the Ukrainian for the Heavy-

weight Championship.
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Antonella Stonehouse

A campaign fronted by
Leeds University Union
Community Officer, Jonny
Foster, is calling for Leeds
City Council to review
and improve pedestrian
crossings in the popular
student areas of Hyde Park
and Little Woodhouse.
The campaign draws spe-

cific attention to the danger-
ous nature of the T-Junction
between Belle Vue Road
and Moorland Road, and the
crossroads between Moor-
land Road, Hyde Park Road
and Royal Park Road. Both
of these crossings are along
hundreds of students’ dai-
ly route to campus or town,
and the past three years have
seen 15 accidents involving
pedestrians in these areas. An
online petition for the cam-
paign has so far accrued 250
pledges supporting demand
for new safety measures,
which include zebra cross-
ings and traffic lights.

Speaking to The Gryphon,
Jonny Foster said: “The walk
between Hyde Park and cam-
pus is particularly difficult for
students, staff and local res-
idents. Moorland Road and
Royal Park Road are heavily
used thoroughfares for pe-
destrians. These two cross-
ings make the walk incredi-
bly dangerous and we need
to implement a safer environ-
ment for those using them”.
“When I have been talk-

ing to students, this issue has
come up time and time again
as one of their top concerns.
Since launching the petition
the support for the campaign
has been phenomenal. Hi-
lary Benn, the local MP for
the area, has been very re-
sponsive, as have the coun-
cil, in addressing our con-
cerns. We hope to improve
pedestrian safety in the area
dramatically with their help
over the next few months”.

Hyde Park
Pedestrian
Safety Petition
Launched

[Image: Simon Hume]

LUUVote to Introduce
Consent Classes

Jessica Murray
News Editor

A proposal to introduce consent classes for
university students was passed at the latest
Better Union Forum, with twelve votes in favour
and one against.
These sessions will be made available to

students during Fresher’s week next year.
The idea of consent classes on campus has re-

ceived increased publicity in recent weeks, after
The Tab published an article by a Warwick Uni-
versity student stating that the classes were ‘in-
sulting’.
Other proposals which received a majority vote

in favour were the introduction of more function-
ing water fountains, and installing an Afro-Ameri-
can hairdressers in the union building.
The forum also passed a proposal to introduce

an online book sale service to help students buy
and sell their old texts book.
Only one proposal didn’t receive a majority

vote and as a result will go to a campus wide
referendum. This was the proposition that over-

weight student should receive a discounted Edge
membership to help them lose weight.
The forum also unanimously voted in favour

of the union showing solidarity with the South
African #FeesMustFall movement, a student led
movement to campaign against increased tuition
fees and for higher wages for lower earning uni-
versity staff.
Protests have been taking place at various uni-

versities across South Africa since 12th October,
after some institutions announced plans to in-
crease fees by around 10%, with the government
eventually announcing that no fee increases
would take place in 2016, but making no promis-
es for the future.
Also unanimously voted in favour was the deci-

sion to support all ISSF and Olympic shooting dis-
ciplines being made legal throughout the country.
Meanwhile, Thursday night’s Better Leeds forum

saw all five proposed motions pass. Motions in-
cluded ‘Should LUU work with the University to
develop a rent guarantor scheme?’ and ‘Should
the union lobby to have the catchment area of
Leeds Student Medical Practice extended?’
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Student nurses will also see their bursaries
axed and replaced with tuition fees loans, in
spite of the government’s pledge to increase
overall spending on the NHS by £8 billion by
2020. Mr Osborne has announced it will save
the government £800 million a year, but there
are fears that it will deter students from taking up
nursing courses. Janet Davies, chief executive of
the Royal College of Nursing told The Guardian,
“Anything that makes people worse off and puts
people off from becoming nurses and reduc-
es links between student nurses and the NHS,
would be a big loss to our society and puts us in
a precarious position”.

The Chancellor has also announced that the
£15 million raised annually by the “Tampon
Tax”, VAT charged on sanitary products, will be
invested in women’s charities, with particular

focus on cancer and domestic abuse charities.
While the move will ensure funding for charities,
the manoeuvre has come under heavy criticism.
Due to government cuts a number of domestic
abuse charities have seen their funding severely
cut, according to Women’s Aid between 2010
and 2014, 32 specialist refuge centres closed. It’s
widely viewed that for the “Tampon Tax”, a pu-
nitive tax that only applies to women, to become
a funding source for charities intended to protect
them from violence perpetrated almost entire-
ly by men, risks compartmentalising violence
against women as a “women’s issue” not deserv-
ing of the attention of wider society.
Mr Osborne’s economic policy has often come

under criticism for punishing the young to pro-
tect the elderly, these measures, combined with
the government’s reticence to extend the living
wage to under 25’s will do little to alleviate this
reputation.

Autumn Statement Set to
Hit Students Hard



A Bristol University academic has walked out of a lecture over reported “sexist cyberbullying”. Helene Turon, an
Economics lecturer, told students in her lecture last week that she had discovered comments made about her on the
messaging app Yik Yak about her “banter” and teaching abilities. All Economics students were subsequently emailed by
the Head of the Department regarding “misuse of social media”.

Josie Hough

A yoga teacher from Ottowa University
says that her class was suspended
over concerns about “cultural
appropriation”. An email sent to the
instructor, Jenifer Scharf, said that the
class had been under scrutiny “because
of the cultures it has been taken from”.
The email noted that the cultures
yoga comes from “have experienced
oppression, cultural genocide […] due
to colonialism”.

Zara Wood

In the wake of heightened security
after the Paris attacks, police in
Brussels have told students to cancel
their nights out in the city. Central
Brussels has been in lock-down
since the terrorist attacks in Paris
due to fears of a similar attack in the
city. Pictures on social media show
students being evacuated from bars
and clubs in the area.

Katy Frodsham

Lecturer Walks Out Over Cyber-bullying

Yoga Classes Cancelled Due
to ‘Cultural Apparition’

4 Brussels University

Police Warn Brussels
Students

Campus
Watch

Two balls at Oxford University
colleges have come under attack
from students who claim that
they will upset women and ethnic
minorities. A 1920s themed ball
has been criticised by students
because it represented a time
when “the college was devoid of
women and people of colour”.

Katie Lowes

Oxford University

Two College Balls
Cancelled

2 Ottowa University

Bristol University

3
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4 News

The Digest

Junior doctors have voted to go on
the first all-out strike in the history of the
NHS. Almost 40,000 medics were bal-
loted, amid protests to their contracts
proposed by Health Secretary, Jeremy
Hunt. The terms would see an 11 per
cent rise in basic pay but a reduction in
premiums for hours at unsociable times.
98 per cent of medics who voted were
prepared to strike and 99.4 per cent
were prepared to take industrial action
short of a strike. The results mean that
the NHS now faces three days of indus-
trial action in December unless talks are
resumed.

Jonny Chard

Junior Doctors Spark
NHS’ First ‘All-Out’ Strike

David Cameron has declared that he
will make the case for extending airstrikes
against IS into Syria to Members of Parlia-
ment in light of the recent attacks in Paris.
This follows recent talks with french Presi-
dent Francois Hollande about France’s re-
sponse to the attacks. Jeremy Corbyn was
hesitant about the prospect of future air-
strikes, telling a regional party conference
that governments “must not keep mak-
ing the same mistakes”. He did however
stress that the next 5 years were crucial,
and reinforced that “Britain does need
strong military and security forces to keep
us safe” and “take a lead in humanitarian
and peacekeeping missions”.

Shamima Noor

The government is to review its policy
on transgender prisoners following the
death of a woman at Armley Prison in
Leeds. Vicky Thompson was found on
Friday after telling her friends that she
would kill herself if she was sent to a
male prison. An investigation into her
death has been launched but her death
is not being treated as suspicious. This
follows an incident in Bristol where
trans womanTara Hudson was moved to
a women’s’ prison following successful
petitioning. With 80 transgender pris-
oners in the UK, there have been calls
for urgent reforms in the House of Com-
mons.

Jonny Chard

A military commander has confirmed
that a recent terrorist attack on a hotel
in the capital of Mali has left 21 peo-
ple dead, including two gunman who
conducted the attack. Alongside 14 for-
eign nationals, two local armed guards
and three employees died. The gunmen
stormed the hotel last Friday, taking 170
people hostage. This siege ended when
Mali troops, supported by French and
U.S. Special Forces, conducted a seven-
hour operation. A terrorist organisation
affiliated with al-Qaeda operating in the
West African country claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack.

Becky Ward

David Cameron
Responds to Terror
Attacks

Transgender Woman
Found Dead at Male
Prison in Leeds.

1

21 Confirmed Deaths in
Mali Hotel Siege
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Many people have argued that the no platform
policy contradicts free speech. How would you
respond to that claim?

Free speech is a fundamental, democratic principle
which means that people can express their views with-
out persecution. Free speech, however, is not the right
to say whatever you like wherever you like, such as
in other people’s houses, churches or student unions.
There is also a right to assemble and to make rules to
protect this cause.

But there are contradicting views between student
groups within the Union. We can’t have a view that
would suit
everyone, how would you respond to that?

That’s absolutely true, but No Platform has been policy
in the Union for the past three years. It is constantly
under debate but is still upheld in in each forum. It’s
been democratically decided.

Aristotle reportedly said “It is the mark of an educat-
ed mind to be able to entertain a thought without ac-
cepting it”. Seeing as university is meant to be a place
where there is a free exchange of ideas and opinions.
Doesn’t a no-platform policy undermine this aim?

I’ve heard this argument a few times, but we have more
student groups than ever before, and they are more
diverse than ever before too. We have a bigger inter-
national community and we are filing more external
speaker forms. This shows there are more views and
ideas being spread around campus than ever before.
On top of that, the dinosaurs in the media who are
arguing that we are prohibiting free speech grew up in
a time when their students’ union would likely have
been the only place where there could actually come
and find different views. Yet today, there’s the power of
social media to experience new views. We meet the
world in different ways than we used to, but I believe
that students are still entertaining thoughts without nec-
essarily accepting them.

What are the risks of abandoning a No Platform policy
and allowing a two-sided debate over controversial
issues within the Union?

I’ve never had to fear harassment, hate speech or
threats of violence because of my identity, so that
should be asked to students who face this every day.
For example, around one quarter of women are sexu-
ally assaulted during their time at university. I certainty
don’t think they need to have rape apologists in the
Union. We also have international students who come
to Leeds having not being able to be openly homo-

sexual where they come from. Do they need to be told
homosexuality is a sin when they walk into the Union?
I’m not convinced. It’s these people who suffer from
the liberal, theoretical debate on no-platform as a free
speech. The argument against No Platform is complete-
ly separate from the lived lives of students.

If there was an overwhelming student opinion that we
should abandon the No Platform policy in the Union,
would you support this despite your personal view on
the matter?

Of course I would support the student opinion. I do
have a special privilege to have my say in the debate to
let my opinion known, but I am ultimately elected to
enforce the policy that students decide on.

You appeared on Newsnight last month defending No
Platform. What sort of response did you receive from
this?

Well, someone on The Tab’s online comments called
me a cross between Joey Barton and a crystal-meth-ad-
dicted pigeon. I also got called a spineless Norwegian
weasel…even though I’m from Denmark. Other than
that, there was quite a bit of interest in the media. The
Times, the Spectator, BBC and now the Observer have
covered it. I had no way of knowing when I said yes to
doing the interview, but I have somehow become the
poster boy of No Platform in student politics.

Do you think there is a generational divide in the
views regarding the No Platform issue?

Yes, definitely. Many people in Western media are

well-educated, earn a good living and have a privi-
leged outlook of life. They are rarely confronted with
racism, sexism or transphobia so it’s very easy from
their position to see how No Platform is infringing on
this untouchable, immaculate, democratic principle. As
evident through attitudes to homosexuality or racism, I
think it’s clear that young people are better people than
old people to put it bluntly. Shown through changing
moral attitudes and a wider access to information and
experiences, ours is a very different generation.

Moving onto other issues, do you think the Union is
doing enough to support Junior Doctors?

I’ve sat down with Nick Spencer [a leading Junior
Doctor campaigner] several times now and I went to
the protest myself. We have given Union space for a
banner and painting and we have published support on
social media. We’re doing quite a bit, but are always
more than willing to listen to students who want us to
do more.

And what action are you taking to campaign against
grant cuts?

We subsidised a bus to go to the demo on the 4th No-
vember in London and we raised the issue with Hilary
Benn. We are always willing to support student activi-
ties which are organised behind the issue. If students
want to protest, campaign or contact someone specific
about it, we’re here to help.

“The argument against ‘No Platform’ is
completely separate from the lived lives
of students”

5News
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Elli Pugh
News Editor

The Gryphon speaks to Toke Dahler, LUU’S Union Affairs Officer, on why he promotes the No Platform policy, the
response he received to his Newsnight interview and what he’s doing to support Junior Doctors.
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Elli Pugh
News Editor

A Leeds University student has appeared on Chan-
nel Four’s First Dates. In an exclusive interview with
The Gryphon, third-year English student Freya Parr has
shared her experience filming for national television.
Speaking to The Gryphon, Freya ex-

plained she was filmed for last Thursday’s epi-
sode in September in a restaurant near St Paul’s
Cathedral in London. Revealing how she ended up in
such a situation, she said: “I got involved purely be-
cause some friends and I got a little merry and drunk
one night earlier this year when I was living in Perth
on exchange, and they helped write my application in
a moment of madness. I got the call when I was back
in the UK, but I turned it down. However, my friends
managed to persuade me that I should do it purely for
their entertainment”.
The Musical Theatre enthusiast who also works as

The Gryhon’s very own Views Editor, insists that the

date itself wasn’t as daunting as some might expect:
“I had a nice evening and it wasn’t massively staged,
except for when they brought both of us out of the res-
taurant (by a production assistant dressed as a waitress).
They then told us there was something wrong with our

microphones and said we had to talk about our dating
experiences more”.
While the date itself may have been easy-sailing,

the pre-date interview with a Channel Four producer
left Freya feeling uneasy: “The interviewer asked some
really uncomfortable questions about sex that I obvi-
ously didn’t want to answer on national television! He
also started asking about my family’s background and

sounded disappointed when I said my mum is a teacher
and my dad is in recruitment”.
“When asked more about my dad’s job, I explained

that he owns his own business. The interviewer was
clearly overjoyed and said ‘Ooh, good, say that’. I then
had to backtrack and clarify that he is the only one who
works for said business, and works in the attic of our
house, so it’s hardly as if he’s CEO of Goldman Sachs!
It was very obvious that they were trying to paint me in
a certain light”.
When asked about the response she has experienced

after the program was aired, Freya says: “Well, I keep
getting hijacked by strangers. Hearing someone in the
queue behind me at Canal Mills last weekend say ‘Oh
my god I’ve never seen a real celebrity before’ made me
simultaneously die with laughter and slightly lose faith
in humanity”.
Despite the pre-date grilling, Freya said: “Overall, it

was good fun, and a bloody good story, even if it does
mortify my parents!”.

6 News
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The Gryphon’s Own Freya Parr Breaks
Her First Dates Silence
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Shamima Noor
News Editor

Student Actions for Refugees (STAR) are
organising an upcoming Refugee Christmas
Appeal by collaborating with the Leeds
Supermarket Initiative and Essentials in the
Union building.
All three will be working together to cre-

ate packs that include essential items such as
food, toiletries and learning equipment for
refugees and asylum seekers in Leeds. The
appeal starts on Monday 30th November, and
will run for two weeks.
In order to raise money for the packages,

blue tokens will be located around the store
each worth £1. Those who are shopping in
the store will be welcomed to take a token

to the tills with their shopping. All proceeds
from the bought tokens will go directly to
purchasing the package items. On the “Ref-
ugees Christmas Appeal” Facebook page,
organisers have described it as an initiative
that aims to “take matters into our own hands
and directly help people in need this winter.”
STAR are also holding a vigil outside the

Union on Thursday 10th December in the
afternoon. The vigil will form part of Human
Rights Week, which takes place on the week
commencing the 7th December. It will be
in remembrance of refugees who have died
crossing the Mediterranean, as well as raising
awareness for the ongoing crisis. The event
will feature a speaker and also music from an
Eritrean musician.

STAR Launch Refugee Christmas Appeal

[Image: Ellie Parkes]
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friends and I got a little merry and
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Fear is an attempt to keep us safe, and really when you
think about it: flying through the air in a 450 ton metal
tube is a scary thought, even when you know that you
chances of crashing stand at about 1 in 5.4 million,
according to The Economist. These feelings of fear or
nerves characterise most people’s experiences of travel
– but what happens when that fear takes over? When
it worms itself into every aspect of your life, every
thought is followed by a ‘what if…’ and your everyday
state can be one of panic. If this is your normal - trav-
elling becomes that much more difficult.

You will, without a doubt, know someone with a
mental health condition. According to mental health
charity, Mind, 1 in 4 people will be affected by men-

tal health problems each year: 2.6 percent will struggle
with depression, 4.7 percent will experience anxiety,
9.7 percent will have a mix of the two. Clearly, these
conditions are not uncommon and it is time that the ef-
fect they have on people’s lives is recognised. Holidays
and travelling are meant to be a time to get-away from
it all and relax but, for people with mental health con-
ditions, holidays can actually be so much harder than
day-to-day life.
University is a time filled with so many opportunities,

especially for travel. What better way to see the world
than climbing Everest with RAG, going to Amsterdam
with your department, skiing in the Alps with Snowrid-
ers, going on tour with your sports team, or even spend-
ing a year studying abroad. These opportunities have
the potential to help make university the best years of
your life, but having a brain that sometimes just does
not want to co-operate can mean that you miss out.
From 2009/2010 to 2014/2015, the number of British
nationals seeking help from the Foreign and Common-
wealth Office (FCO) regarding mental health rose by
nearly fifty percent. This is not to say that those with
mental health conditions should not travel, it just means
that you may need a bit more preparation.
Getting insurance when travelling is one of the most

important things you can do. Sadly having a mental
health problem can create challenges when getting in-

surance cover: it may be that you are seen as a ‘high
risk’ customer and they can charge a higher premium
or refuse to cover you. That being said, if you do not
declare any mental health problems, any claims you do
make that could be related to it, may be void. It is worth
shopping around and looking at companies that specif-
ically cover chronic health problems.
The Gryphon spoke to Kate about her difficulties get-

ting insurance for her daughter with anorexia:

“It was impossible to get insurance for her, this may
be specific to anorexia because of the additional physi-
cal risks but I must have rung about 8 different compa-
nies, including ones that specifically dealt with chronic

8 Features
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Mind HowYou Go: A How-To Guide For
Travelling and Mental Health

This is not to say that those with
mental health conditions should not
travel, it just means that you may
need a bit more preparation.

Nerves and anxiety are a natural part of travelling - you are stepping into the unknown and our fight or flight instincts
kick in. With so many societies offering trips abroad over the Christmas break and even more students going away with
friends or family, The Gryphon explores what it means to travel with a mental health condition.

Emma Healey

Another thing to consider is that
your routine will be completely
different when travelling and, for

many people, a routine can be what
really helps them deal with their

mental health problems..
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health problems but as soon as I gave her diagnosis
they declined to insure.”
Fortunately, Kate did manage to find a company to
cover her daughter, so it is worth persevering – even
if just to alleviate some of your travel worries.
Another thing to consider is that your routine will

be completely different when travelling and, for
many people, a routine can be what really helps
them deal with their mental health problems. It is
important that you have a support network, whether
this is someone who you are travelling with or just
at the end of a phone line. Don’t be afraid to call
them or send an email – even if you just feel a little
bit anxious talking about it, sharing that burden will
leave you better able to make the most of the coun-
try you are in.
The Gryphon spoke to third-year Physics student

Jack about this, he said:
“I’ve been very lucky that anywhere I’ve gone I’ve
had friends with me who’ve known me for years and
know what I am like, so they know how to calm me
down when I stress about a new place - which ob-
viously happens often when away! I honestly don’t
think I could do it solo.”
There are also factors and conditions that you

should consider for any specific mental health prob-
lems you may have. For many people, holidays are
a time to eat whatever you want to make up for
months of dieting to get that beach body. For the

1.6 million people with an eating disorder in the
UK – whether anorexia, bulimia, binge-eating dis-
order or some variation of disordered eating – it is
not that simple. The pre-holiday diet season pressur-
ises people with a heavy focus on food, exercise,
and calories; all this can work as a trigger for those
either struggling with or recovering from an eating
disorder. Combined with the culture of excess, this
can make holidays or travelling a really challenging
time.
Alice told The Gryphon her story:
“Holidays are full of expectations of overindul-

gence and enjoying extra ‘treats’. But it is not some-
thing I look forward to. It’s something I dread. I am
managing at home when everything stays the same
day in, day out, but being away from home everything
is so different. Even different types of milk can throw
me off. It takes a lot of careful planning to make sure I
am taking food with me that I feel ‘safe’ with.”
Finally, in terms of medications, it is really important

to make sure that any you need are legal in the coun-
try you are visiting. Not only should medication make
it slightly easier to deal with the added stress of trav-
elling but you also do not want to risk experiencing
withdrawal from antidepressants or any medication
in a foreign country away from home and away from
your doctor. Whilst in a lot of countries this should
not be a problem, it is still worth double-checking and

always making sure to take a copy of your prescrip-
tion with you just in case you do have any problems.
The UAE for instance, has a lot of controls in place
when it comes to carrying certain medications into the
country.
Whilst mental health conditions can make travel-

ling trickier – it is worth preparing well in advance
and persevering because everyone deserves to see the
world.
The FCO campaign ‘Mind How You Go’ has some
great mental health tips specifically related to travel
and follow @FCOtravel and go to https://www.gov.
uk/knowbeforeyougo for useful general and coun-
try-specific advice.

Also check out mindmatters.uk.com or for specific
information on eating disorders try http://www.b-eat.
co.uk/

““
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The pre-holiday diet season
pressurises people with a heavy
focus on food, exercise, and
calories; all this can work as a

trigger for those either struggling
with or recovering from an eating

disorder.

thegryphon.co.uk



10 Features

Is Instagram Perfection Dominating our
Lives?

We are constantly surrounded by the anxieties of: How many followers do I have?
How many likes will my photo get? What filter would look the best? Unfortunately,
reality does not quite live up to that Instagram perfect shot, as we only see what
people allow us see.
The craze of social media allows us to be the artists of our own lives, only exposing

what we choose, and then flaunting this for the purpose of building our own social
image. Therefore, it is no wonder that this Instagram anxiety has erupted from a
frenzy of 60 million uploads per day. People are able to edit, improve, and transform
their images, using photography applications, in order to boost their ‘Insta-fame’.
The number of likes and followers seem to be at the very forefront of people’s con-
cerns when it comes to Instagram, but when surrounded by news of Kendall Jenner’s
record breaking amount of likes, it is all too easy for this obsession to grow.
Only recently have Insta-famous people begun to move away from the Instagram

fixation by revealing to followers what their real world looks like. Model, Stina Sand-
ers, began uploading photos of herself in real life,
depicting unglamorous situations such as removing
facial hair, her feet after the gym, and her colonic ir-
rigation machine. It did not take long until she sud-
denly lost 3,000 followers, due to the lack of beau-
ty and glamour of such posts. So, when all we do
is cause ourselves frustration and anxiety over these
perfect Instagram lives, why is this is all we seem to
want to see? We like the idea of being able to rein-
vent ourselves and, for those followers who do not
know us personally, control their perception of us and design an idyllic life for our
own self-assurance. There is a strong desire for people to know that, by what they
upload, their followers see that they are happy and always having a good time. This
can create anxiety as some may feel that they have been left out of social situations
and should be having an equally fun time, rather than tucked up in bed at 10pm on
a Saturday night.
Essena O’Neill’s story went viral after she restructured her Instagram account with

new and improved captions of the truth behind the photograph. She revealed the
efforts that went into each snapshot, including the hundreds of shots it took get the
perfect one, how she would not eat before to make herself appear thinner, and the
money she earned from brands to model clothes. She admitted that she would get

dressed and made up purely to get that Instagram worthy shot. Not only is there an
avid desperation and sense of emptiness created by this, but the conflict between
publishing the perfect versus the real also goes to show how applications such as
Instagram really feed artificiality.
Ironically, there is something antisocial about social media. Some people would

rather be sat around the dinner table, checking on their most recent Instagram post
to see if it has enough likes, rather than have a conversation. Others do not let their
phones leave their hands, anxious to see whom their next follower is. This compul-
sion withdraws people somewhat from the real world and lures them into this digital
fantasy. People become more concerned about their Internet image than that of
real life, whilst they ponder over what hashtags to use, the best time of day to post,
and the most attractive filter to use. This, in turn, creates a sense of disillusionment
and leads people to believe that their self-worth is only decided by their Instagram
reputation. Mark Zuckerberg said that social media will be ‘the empowerment of
people’, but surely this can only go so far– perhaps it could be more detrimental that
people think.
In extreme cases, people such as Kerry Hooton have spoken out about their trou-

bles that were triggered by the flawless lives of Insta-
grammers. Swayed by the illusion of these images, her
anxiety developed to the point of an eating disorder,
seeing her weight drop to just 5st 7lbs. She believes
that Instagram was the main prompt for this plummet
as the purely image-based social media left her feel-
ing inadequate. Instagram have since banned the use
of hashtags such as ‘proanorexia’, ‘probulimia’ and
‘thinspiration’. Despite this, the trend remains. Social
media inherently provides the platform for such is-

sues to multiply.
As Instagram and other medias continue to put on a show, they condition us on

the basis of appearance, picking ourselves apart bit-by-bit, and give way to lack of
privacy in people’s lives. There seems to be an unnatural sense of publicity created
by social media – everyone always seems to know who is where, who is doing what,
who is with who. Because of this, we become vulnerable to all of the glamorous
portrayals of so-called perfect lives and some are left hypnotised when they see the
daily celebrations of Insta-perfection. As a generation born into and living alongside
this viral disease, our susceptibility continues to grow.

the conflict between publishing
the perfect versus the real also goes
to show how applications such as
Instagram really feed artificiality.“

“
There is little doubt that the Instagram hype, rife in our generation, has created a digital environment of competition
and comparison. The Gryphon discusses the detrimental effects that powerful social media applications like Instagram
can have.

Zoe Thresher
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Siân Halas

What does Labour need to do next to take power in the
next election?

What we need to do is win more votes than the
Conservatives. To do that, we need to convince
people who voted Tory last May that Labour under
Jeremy Corbyn can lead a better, more competent
government than David Cameron has given us since
2010.
We need to defend the Blair/Brown record from Tory

smears and stop them reversing Blair/Brown policies, as
they’re trying to do at the moment with tax credits. We
also need to take on the lie that we caused a global
economic crisis. The crisis was started on Wall Street by
the bankers gambling with other people’s money, not
because Labour hired too many doctors, nurses, police
officers and teachers, sent too many working class kids
to university and built too many schools and hospitals.

Are there different interpretations of what Labour
means to members within the society?

Some members join the society because they’ve seen
the changes Labour’s brought to the country and want

to help be part of that: the NHS, worker’s rights, LGBT
rights, the minimum wage, comprehensive educa-
tion and 50% of young people going to university. We
have members joining because they really care about a
particular issue.
Others join because they want to learn more about

the party. Last year during the General Election and this
term, since we elected Jeremy Corbyn as leader, we’ve
had loads of new members wanting to know more about
Labour and how they can help play their part in bring-
ing about change in society. It can be quite intimidating
joining a political party, but on campus it’s quite easy to
get involved because everyone’s got similar interests, go-
ing through a similar time in their life and there’s plenty
of chances for socials and events.

What’s the biggest misconception about your society
and why?

I think the main misconception is that we all
study Politics. We’ve got members from right across
campus: Maths, History, Medicine, Chemistry, English,
and French. We’re open to everyone.

What kind of events do you do?

We do loads. Our speaker events are the most

popular. We’ve had the likes of Hilary Benn, Andy Burn-
ham and Yvette Cooper come speak to us, not to men-
tion none other than Jeremy Corbyn himself a few weeks
ago.
We also do Question Time events with other political

societies; we’re currently planning one for next term.
We also have socials every so often, normally a night

out in Hifi, as well as our weekly Pint & Policy/Labour
Lattes in Old Bar and Hidden Cafe where we just chat
about a topic like the NHS or Tuition Fees - this of-
ten descends to snog/marry/avoid, Burnham/Cooper/
Kendall though.
We also go campaigning in the local area, usually eve-

ry Wednesday, to try and win votes for Corbyn’s Labour.
This is a good chance to see politics in action, hear what
real voters think and challenge our own views. We’ll be
heading over to Oldham where there’s a by-election for
Parliament in December and it looks like UKIP could
come close to winning it from Labour. Please get in
touch if you’d like to help out!

Finally, If Jeremy Corbyn was an animal what would he
be and why?

A badger: the Tories are determined to cull him, but
plenty of people in Labour seem to like him and are
campaigning to save him.

Rebecca Rivka Moszkowski

Interfaith week, a was, for me, the most amazing
week of university so far, and this is coming from some-
one who’s loved every minute of my uni experience
since Freshers week.
Personally, the interfaith fun started on bonfire night.

I attended a bring-your-own dish dinner, followed by
watching the fireworks with people from other faiths at
Hyde Park. Throughout the week I continued meeting
many different people and learned new things about
their religions and beliefs. This week made me realise
that there really is no better way to appreciate the wis-
dom of all faiths than from an interfaith perspective. I
gained a massive appreciation for having my religion as
a foundation from which to learn about the incredible
wisdom and beauty of other religious traditions.
A major highlight event was the Temple Run on

Wednesday, where we went from one place of worship
to another: a kind of holy version of the Otley Run. The
amount of churches, mosques, temples and synagogues
in Leeds is remarkable, and the powerful effects of the
majestic architecture and interiors gave way to feelings
even deeper than aesthetics. Every religious sanctuary

felt sacred in its own unique way. There was plenty of
time to ask questions about the different faiths, and
it was an incredible opportunity to talk to each other
about our different religions. What was most memora-
ble was finding out how much our faiths actually had
in common. It was touching for my Catholic friend to

hear how St Mary is respected in Islam, and for my
Jewish friend to see some striking similarities in Muslim
prayer.
Another highlight was the panel on Friday, which

took place in the Riley Smith Hall after a chance to
observe Jumu’ah Prayers. The panel of twelve, chaired
by Rachael AmyVickerman, represented all of the
LUU faith societies, crucially including the Atheist
and Humanist Society. Questions had been submitted
throughout Interfaith Week, and the ones chosen were
compelling, critical and thought provoking.
Interfaith week has had a profound effect on my con-

nection to my own religion and beliefs, and I finished
the week feeling totally inspired. The week renewed
my commitment to my own religious community and
exposed me to the enlightening experience of inter-
faith dialogue. The fantastically organised series of
events also provided an incredible way to kick-start
my interfaith journey in Leeds, showing me that I can
only really understand my own religion by looking at it
through an interfaith perspective.

In The Spotlight: Leeds Labour Students

Leeds Labour Students has a long history of bringing together Labour-supporting students and fighting for Labour values.
Campaigning for Labour candidates on and off campus, the society have recently hosted guest speakers such as Andy
Burnham, Jeremy Corbyn and Yvette Cooper. The Society also hold a range of socials and nights out, as well as opportunities
to get involved on the frontline of campaigning for the Labour Party.

thegryphon.co.uk

12 Society

This Week, The Gryphon interviews Leeds Labour Student’s External Canvassing Coordinator,
Liron Velleman, to find out more about what the society has to offer.

Interfaith Week: A Fresher’s Glimpse at LUU’s
Wide Range of Faith Societies

[Image: Zainab Ali]
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After the recent Paris attacks, gig security is set to be on the increase. How
much will this effect our experience of going to gigs?

After The Bataclan

What happened in Paris was a tragedy, we can all agree. Some have been calling
the terror attacks a direct assault on culture, and it’s hard to see it any other way
when the majority of those who lost their life were innocent gig goers, out to have
a good time at a rock concert. Mostly young, probably liberal, it was their sense of
fun and freedom that was attacked and that most threatened ISIS.

Just how the gunmen got inside the music venue is still unclear. In the wake of
the attacks high profile bands like Foo Fighters and U2 cancelled their upcoming
shows, partly out of respect, but partly over worry for the safety of their own fans.
Suddenly, all eyes have turned to gig security, and just how this could have been
allowed to happen in the first place.

On Saturday evening, musicians all over the world were continuing to perform
their shows, dedicating a song to the victims of Paris, and alluding to the liberty
to be found in music - Brandon Flowers simply projected the French flag as a
backdrop at his concert. But whilst music fans and musicians were standing up
defiantly and resolutely enjoying live music, concert venue companies were
already thinking about plans to tighten security.

Live Nation, the company that
controls eleven O2 venues across the
UK as well as London’s Shepherd’s Bush
and Cardiff’s Motorpoint Arena, has put
out a statement that it is acting with ‘an
abundance of caution’ in light of the
Paris attacks: ‘The safety and security of
our shows, fans and venues continues to
be our highest priority,’ they announced.
‘We have implemented heightened se-
curity procedures globally.’ They then
go on to say they can’t reveal exactly
what this heightened security consists
of. Meanwhile, a huge name in live music over in America, AEG Live, has also
reportedly heightened security measures, and those who attended funk band
Lettuce’s shows in New York the weekend of the attacks commented on the
especially thorough security searches they had to go through to get inside the
venue.

The promised changes in ‘heightened security’ are still somewhat vague, but
what’s more important is how this will affect the gig experience. Going to see
one of your favourite bands or checking out some new talent is supposed to be

a time you can kick back and just focus on the music. Even if you’re throwing
serious shapes in the mosh pit, it’s supposed to be relaxing, a time to switch off and
escape. Stricter bag checks, perhaps earlier doors and more security guards will all
significantly change the atmosphere of a gig. If you’re forced to turn up early for

exhaustive security checks, especially likely
at high profile concerts and arena tours, the
whole feel of the evening is going to change.
Immediately, you’re put on edge – a gig may
no longer feel like a casual affair.

Already there is a strange atmosphere
following the events at Paris. Suddenly,
people gathering to hear live music feels
something like a political statement;
something like a risk. If you’re con-
stantly looking for the nearest emer-

gency exit, you’re not going to be enjoying the band on stage. Bob Dylan re-
cently requested twelve armed security guards stationed in and around his
audience for his show in Italy. As one of the most high profile names in mu-
sic his keen focus on security is understandable, but armed guards at
a gig would have been a severe dampener on the mood of evening, and
potentially enough to induce panic on their own. It’s not something you’d like to
see rolled out to other top artist’s live shows.

And what about the bands themselves? Eagles Of Death Metal, who were
playing Le Bataclan at the time, are obviously severely shaken by what happened.
Do they feel responsible for what happened, however misplaced that sense of
responsibility might be? Similar attacks have suddenly become every artist’s worst
nightmare. Though heightened security has been promised by the big companies,
what about small independent venues, often the heart of a city’s music scene?
Will they suffer for maybe not having the manpower for watertight security? It
would be an utter shame for people to miss gigs out of fear, and a greater shame
still for bands to start avoiding certain venues or cities out of their own anxiety
for security. We can’t let cultural black spots form on Europe’s map because of
what happened. It was culture ISIS was attacking, and it’s culture – live music in
particular – we now must protect and promote, increased security or otherwise.
There has always been a sense of camaraderie in live music and we need it now
more than ever.

[Heather Nash]

“Suddenly, all eyes
have turned to gig
security, and just

how this could have
been allowed to

happen in the first
place.”

[Image: Marion Ruzniewski/Getty Images]

“We can’t let
cultural black
spots form on
Europe’s map

because of what
happened.”



Portico at Headrow House 21/11/2015
Playing as part of the Kalyan Presents X Beacons Metro

show, Portico, with the help of singer JonoMcCleery, took
to the stage of Headrow House to deliver a remarkable set
predominantly made up tracks from their last album with
a few new tracks littered in. Having seen them in 2009
at WOMAD when they were still Portico Quartet, a jazz
band, I was excited to see what their transition into the
world of electronica entailed and they did not disappoint.

As part of the day, the room had previously been filled
with art, and on the wall next to the stage there were
projections of eerie images which added perfectly to
the band’s mysterious sound - dancing figures casting
shadows on the artwork. Arriving to the stage half an hour
late due to a mischievous fire alarm, they opened with
lead single from their album, ‘Living Fields’. Epitomising
what the band’s new sound is all about, the song’s solid
beat played out with fractured grooves on top and moody

harmonies suddenly slipping into silky falsetto.

Their set list followed pretty much the exact order of
their album, showing how they have created each song
to meld into its predecessor seamlessly. It’s very easy to
get lost in Portico’s music and the slight pause before
‘Brittle’ seemed to snap the audience out of their trance,
reminding them that Portico are (at least slightly) human.

Ironically, after dropping the ‘Quartet’ from their name,
they seem to have become four again. However, for their
last song they performed as a trio, proving why they’ve
changed their name, playing an incredible ten minute long
jam with glorious electronica, comparable to Four Tet,
which got everyone in the remaining audience dancing
and finished the set on a massive high.

[Polly Hatcher]

Arriving on stage with bare feet and khaki cargo
trousers, Beans on Toast was greeted by an entire
audience sitting peacefully crossed legged on the floor
of Leeds’ Brudenell Social Club. It seems that before the
songs sharing love, tolerance and spliffs even begin, we
were already transported back to the hippy vibes of the
sixties.

Beans on Toast opened his gig with a poignant
statement emphasising his remorse over the events in
Paris last week and, through his opening song ‘A Whole
Lot of Loving’, made it clear that his witty folk music is to
spread happiness and unite the masses. Joined on stage
by Truckstop Honeymoon, a guitar and double bass duo
from Kansas, they created a rich, rhythmic tone. Truckstop
Honeymoon also contributed to the night as the opening
act and played an impressive set which included an
unfaultable banjo performance and the cleansing vocals

of Katie West.

The lyrics and anecdotes provided by Beans on Toast
were most definitely a highlight of the performance;
they conveyed honesty and legitimacy that was injected
directly from Beans on Toast’s guitar directly into the
audience. This is clearly a man who not only has a clear
passion for his music, but for the message he wishes
to share with his listeners. This sense of unity was only
increased as he chose to leave the stage and play a
number of songs amongst the crowd as he passed around
a bottle of Jack Daniels. The gig came to a close as he
encouraged requests from his large repertoire which
again demonstrated his generosity and the enjoyable
atmosphere of the night.

[Ellie Montgomery]

Off the back of a somewhat underwhelming third
album, MCIII, Mikal Cronin took to the Brudenell on
Wednesday night with a five-piece band and newly
cropped “2009 Bieber” hair.

Mikal Cronin has often adeptly blended eclectic
arrangement of instruments with simple pop structures
and hooks. This generally translated well live, no
instrument was truly drowned out and Cronin’s vocals
were loud and clear.

Cronin’s sound is pretty distinct but what undermines
him as an artist is that his tracks often fuse into one
another and grow too sonically similar. This was the
major issue with his third album and was especially
noticeable towards the start of the gig where Cronin
rattled off much of his new material. It was only really
when Cronin brought out singles from his second and

best album, MCII, that there was really any change in
tempo and there were grateful yelps from the crowd in
response.

The highlight of this was ‘See It My Way’ which really
drew all of Cronin’s strengths together, from the Ty Segall
influenced fuzz of the guitar to the crashing piano.
‘Weight’ and ‘Shout It Out’ stood alongside as stand-outs
from the night and it was the material from the second
album that is most likely to linger in the memory.

Mikal Cronin is an artist that really could transform into
something impressive someday, but to do this he needs
to abandon the mimicry of his earlier work that plagued
MCIII and evolve to re-inspire the freshness of his first
two albums.

[Joe Perrara]

Beans on Toast at Brudenell Social Club 19/11/2015
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Mikal Cronin at the Brudenell Social Club
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Village Party 2 by Alex Wiley

Side by Side by Natalie Prass

Chicago’s Alex Wiley rose to prominence in 2014 with
the release of Village Party. Hits like ‘Vibration’ and ‘Ova’
meant his next instalment was always going to be heavily
anticipated and the official follow up, Village Party 2,
certainly lives up to the hype. Aside from a few features
by Mick Jenkins and Kembe X the first instalment remained
a largely individual piece. VP2 invites other artists to
contribute more to a vision he’s determined to convey with
his audience, whilst still remaining loyal to his unmistaken
flow over the mic.

The words “young little wavey” reign over a lethargic
beat on one of the main singles off the album, ‘For
Sunny’. Self-assured in his own ability and armed with
the repetition of these very lyrics, the MC is determined
to make us see the proverbial light, and grasp the full
ramifications that speak through his musical movement.
Aided by high profile features of the ever energetic Chance
the Rapper and Calez, ‘Navigator Truck’ continues down a
path of self-discovery and defiance. Chance the Rapper’s

naturally disjointed flow is perfectly complimented by
the more ferocious and direct tones of Calez and Wiley
himself without drowning each other out. ‘Ex-Machina’
is the standout track on the album, it has a nostalgic feel
about it as he spits raw interrupted lyrics over a hazy beat.
Appearing as one of the very first tracks it leaves us with an
overwhelming sense of excitement as to what Wiley has in
store for us throughout the rest of the album.

Though featuring a number of artists on the record,
Alex Wiley strikes the important balance of not drowning
out his own influence. It remains distinctly an Alex Wiley
record as he walks us through the realities of living in one
of America’s most dangerous cities. This is something his
audience may not commonly identify with but with the
help of his music Wiley imparts on the listener a greater
understanding.

[Niall Ballinger]

Natalie Prass has made quite the impression with
her debut album, earning a spot on The Rolling Stone
magazine’s top artists to watch earlier in the year. Side-by-
side is an EP that manages to be both similar and different
from her original first work. Most incredibly it was recorded
in one single day. Consisting of only five tracks, the record
is a combination of originals and covers, but all with the
Natalie Prass touch and overall feel. The mixture of gospel-
like organ and bluesy guitar serves as a comforting and soft
background to her soothing vocals during the first song on
the EP, an original off her album.

Now, covers have always been a tricky business,
especially when attempting with artists like Anita Baker,
Grimes, and Simon and Garfunkel. But Prass manages to
pull it off, making the songs her own with the mix of her
ethereal vocals and the change of pace she implements
to each track. ‘REALITi’ is stripped back to incorporate

jazz and folk undertones, while ‘Rapture’ is changed
from a classic pop hit to accomodate lounging and easy
listening. ‘Sound of Silence’ is where the real success lies,
completely altering the mood of the song and putting jazz
with an overlay of vocal slurs in contrast to the darkness
and simplicity it is originally presented with. However
impressive these changes are, the one major setback Prass
does encounter is a certain sense of insincerity, despite
how ingenious the changes she’s made are.

This former backup singer for Jenny Lewis has admirably
defined her own brand of folk/pop and stuck to it, even
when performing covers as tricky as these. Despite the
slight loss in emotion and connection towards her covers
of these popular hits, Prass continues to make music true to
her sound, having a whole lot of fun whilst doing it.

[Jenna Machin]

6

UML Gig Picks of the Week
Follakzoid and Big Brave - Monday 30th November -
Headrow House - £8 - 8pm
Follakzoid are a Chilean band, specialising in cosmic
music. Their latest EP, “lll”, creates a sharp, upbeat
electronic atmosphere with synths, sonic glitches and a
driving beat. They will be playing alongside the heavier
sounds of Montreal’s Big Brave on the light of their latest
album “Au de La.” With just two guitars and drums, they
create slow, churning downbeat sounds, which are filled
with reverb, feedback and drones.

Willis Earl Beal - Tuesday 1st December - Headrow
House - £8 - 8:00pm
Chicago-born soul artist Willis Earl Beal comes to Leeds
in light of the August release of his album, Noctunes. An
ethereal bedroom recording of smooth, soulful, baritone
vocals over light melodies will transfer onto a truly beau-
tiful live set in one of Leeds’ new music venues.

Forever Cult - Saturday 5th December - Brudenell Social
Club - £5 - 7:30pm
Forever Cult is a Leeds-based band, playing at Hyde
Park’s Brudenell Social Club to celebrate the release of
their latest single, “Tunnel Vision”. With punchy, fast-
paced grunge melodies over gravelly, snarling vocals,
Forever Cult is essentially Britain’s answer to FIDLAR.
They will be joined by the alt-pop band Climbing Alice
and Fizzy Blood who will be providing lots of Rock &
Roll.

Human Cull/Krupskaya/Ape Unit and more... - Saturday
5th December - Chunk - £4 - 7:00pm
On Saturday, Chunk are throwing together a party of
many great bands and DJs, including Human Cull,
Krupskaya, Ape Unit, Horsebastard, Lugubrious Children,
Groak, Ona Snop and Soft Lads. An eclectic mix of heavy
grindcore, the slower, sludgy sounds of Groak and 90’s
RnB jams from Soft Lads will theme the night.

[Victoria Clarkson]



Have you ever been at a gig, the band is killing it, everyone is dancing, all your
friends are with you and you are having a great time, and then a guy decides
to grope you? If you have, you definitely aren’t alone. Gigs often seem to be a
breeding ground for men who think it’s okay to not keep their hands to
themselves, and for most it’s a bit more than just a mood killer. But luckily this
situation isn’t being condoned by gig-goers or bands any longer.

Girls Against is a campaign set up by five women after two of them
experienced sexual harassment at a Peace gig last September. “We’ve all been
through it [sexual harassment]” but this “was the last straw for us” explains
Hannah, one of the five who hail from Glasgow,
Edinburgh, and London. “We started the campaign
to end sexual harassment at gigs,” and they aim to
“provide a safe platform to discuss with someone their
story and never be judged, and to make learning how to
spot and deal with sexual harassment a mandatory part
of security guards’ training”. Their campaign has caught
the eye of many bands currently on the gig circuit.
After the Peace gig the girls decided to post their story,
receiving resounding support for their ideas, including
from the band themselves with lead singer Harry Kossier
talking about his support for the campaign at a gig in
Brixton in October. The likes of Spector, Circa Waves,
The 1975, Ratboy, Slaves, and Foals have all shown their
support for the campaign in the past two months as well.

The 1975 are a band that the five all hold close to their
hearts as well - they “kind of met” through their love of the band, and help support
them in more than one way. “We often feel like they are dismissed as musicians
and taken the piss out of because the majority of their fan-base is female”. It’s
certainly something else that needs to be addressed; often bands with a
stereotypical ‘fan-girl’ audience are made out to be jokes or not serious artists.
They are often immediately classified as mainstream pop, and to enjoy their music
is seen as shameful because their main supporters are enthusiastic young girls.
“Dismissing a band because their fans are mostly female is sexist – there is no
other word for it – so we’d like to see that change”.

Other inspirations for their campaign come from not just musical backgrounds,
but political ones too. SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon has arguably the strongest

political position in Scotland, providing inspiration for other young Scottish
activists to have their voices heard. Likewise, their inspiration comes from feminist
activists such asAlexis IsabelMoncada – creator of Feminist CultureMagazine, and
Tumblr blogger FeministsMadeFromFire, known as Blige. The girls aren’t just
interested in stopping sexual harassment at gigs, but also in providing a platform
for women in Indie/Alternative music altogether. “Because of traditional gender
roles, girls are more likely to be in pop music”, this is why acts like Wolf Alice,
The Big Moon, and Courtney Barnett are so important to their respective genres,
they aren’t just fantastic artists, but they are also rare in their position as successful
women in the Indie/Alternative industry. “That’s one of the reasons we love Wolf

Alice so much, because they not only have a girl in the
band, but she’s the lead singer and writes quite empower-
ing lyrics”.

The campaign grabbed the attention of mockney punk
duo Slaves when Girls Against rose awareness about
groping that occurred during the bands gig in Cardiff last
week. The boys quickly responded in full support of the
Girls Against campaign, stating “If you are reading this
and you are one of the men doing this. You aren’t wel-
come at our shows”. Swim Deep lead singer Austin Wil-
liams also tweeted saying, “it’s great to see a bunch of
you taking these horrid matters into your own hands and
raising awareness”. Foals frontman Yannis Philipakkis
has also recently called out “shady macho behaviour” in
mosh pits in relation to him hearing about how a girl had
been treated in a mosh. Clearly this is something that has

been a long time coming, it just needed someone to call it out and fight it. This of
course is where the Girls Against campaign steps in.

If you want to support the cause you can follow them on Twitter @girlsagainst,
Tumblr, Facebook and Instagram.They sell merchandise at gigs when they can, but
luckily rumours of an online shop are brewing so keep your eyes peeled for Girls
Against badges popping up all around the country. The responsibility to end this
lies with ever gig goer; if you see someone being harassed, don’t be a bystander.

[Luke Humphrey]

“The girls aren’t just
interested in stopping

sexual harassment
at gigs, but also in

providing a platform
for women in Indie/

Alternative music
altogether.’”

It’s time to stop sexual
harrassment at gigs

We have a chat to the campaingers Girls Against who are speaking out against the very real
problem of women being sexually harrassed at music venues

[Image: twitter]



Shmlss Special Edition Vol. 3

Shmlss’ last release will be familiar to anyone who saw Gerd Janson last year, with their ‘Disco Sensation’ record
popping up in a number of his sets. A-side ‘This Night’ is a throbbing, half-disco, half-industrial acid track from
space. A unique edit which would find itself at home sandwiched in between the disco and techno that the Running
Back boss mixes so well. B-side ‘Call Me’ builds from a driving bassline, shuttering and fluttering around before the
breakdown brings the seductive vocals in.

Various Artists - Volume 1 (Rutilance Recordings)

8 tracks in this fantastic compilation from the crew behind Paris’ Rutilance Recordings. Label boss, Dj Steaw’s final
two tracks demonstrate the best in that deep French house sound and are the two standout tunes from the release.

Boots For Dancing – The Undisco Kidds (Athens Of The North)

For clubbers, Athens Of The North releases have been sprinkled around a number of Motor City Drum Ensemble’s
mixes of late with their fine array of 7” disco rarities making available records that were previously stumbled upon
luckily in a record store or bought for a week’s wages on discogs. This latest release is different, releasing the jangly,
post-punk sound of Scotland’s Boots For Dancing who’s artistic career shone brightly, but briefly in the early 1980s.
Guitar music with an abundance of energy and both soul and groove, would make a fine alternative to the usual
indie disco fodder.

Admin – Super Lover EP (Sleazy Beats Black Ops)

Perhaps not as impressive as previous releases but this Super Lover EP is no doubt another gem in Sleazy Beats
Black Ops’ almost flawless collection of releases. The record’s 3 tracks may have been released 3 months too late
to really appreciate their summer feel but that doesn’t mean they wont get rinsed before you can hear them in all
their sunshine glory next year.

Junktion – Running from Whatever (Rose Records)

Repress of Junktion’s August release on Rose Records, rounding off an extremely impressive year for the Dutch
producer, mastering punchy, dancefloor-ready disco and deep house, carving out for himself a distinct and
recognisable sound.

Weekly Chart

[Oliver Walkden]
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